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Preface 


The  work  of  which  this  is  the  second  volume  is  an  attempt  to  bring 
befixe  the  minds  of  Americans  a  picture  of  the  life  of  their  forefathers 
as  the  latter  saw  it  themselves.  It  is  the  conviction  of  the  editor  that 
there  is  need  of  a  series  which  in  reasonable  compass  may  accomplish 
two  objects :  first,  to  open  up  for  the  use  of  schools,  of  libraries,  of  read- 
ers, and  of  investigators,  texts  of  rare  or  quaint  writings  which  shall  be 
authoritative,  so  fiur  as  they  go ;  secondly,  to  make  the  contemporary 
writers  tefl  their  own  story  of  the  events  of  American  history  and. the 
aspirations  of  Americans,  from  the  foundation  of  the  colonies  to  the 
present  day.  The  editor  beUeves  that  such  material  makes  the  past 
vivid  to  pupil,  student,  and  reader ;  and  that  from  a  succession  of  such 
episodes  as  are  here  set  forth,  so  fitted  together  as  to  make  a  kind  of 
continuous  narrative,  a  more  permanent  impression  is  made  on  the 
mind  than  from  the  reading  of  an  equal  amount  of  secondary  writings. 

In  selecting  material  the  same  principles  have  been  followed  as  in 
Volume  I :  the  first  authoritative  edition  has  been  sought  —  in  a  few 
cases  noanoscript  sources  have  been  used;  all  pieces  in  foreign  lan- 
guages appear  in  translation ;  the  copy  is  meant  to  be  an  absolute 
transcript  of  the  original  in  paragraphing,  wording,  spelling,  and  capi- 
talization ;  nothing  appears  not  found  in  the  original,  and  all  omissions 
are  indicated ;  at  the  end  of  each  extract  is  a  statement  of  the  place 
whence  the  extract  is  taken.  Of  course  some  of  the  printed  originals 
are  not  ^thfal  transcripts  of  the  manuscripts,  but  I  have  aimed  in  all 
cases  to  reproduce  the  best  text  available. 

In  makir^  up  the  volume  I  have  drawn  less  on  documents,  —  charters, 
messages,  resolutions,  declarations,  instructions,  statutes,  and  treaties, 
—  than  on  those  kinds  of  material  in  which  the  personality  of  the  writer 
plays  a  greater  part, — journals,  letters,  reports,  discussions,  and  reminis- 


Prcncc 

ooBoeiu  WBaitiU  a  piece  coohf  be  fixnad  vftoca  b  5qc&  dknraoer- 
jMBBcaoi^  wdE  vRtitea,  ek  hat»  beea  cSkosen  otvt  a  poeoe-  wixocdi  b  eqpaUr 
jiuairaMe  Int  has  bas  Iiescszit  mens.  B^  trSarsaex^  is>  Trinfs  jdnmraUe 
HtO^  tf  AmrruMU  LUrrmimrr.  and  LUtrmri  ^fgnn  jf  At  J^t^SaJiim^ 
jwf  6db«r  Ikike  widdks,  I  ham  tntd  to  anke  it  aeiy  v>  kaors  :&e  pbce  of 
wnun  m  tiitf;  HkscfatQEre  c4  the  cxfo/trj. 

!}» torn  &(  tht  int.  haif  of  tSis  wilaiBe  is  to  sibaw  t&ir  gmBereat  jbh!  the 
/jwensnBMH&e  of  coflMUoI  haaofr  §o<b  tbe  end  of  the  snnesttieeaA&i  cxaxmr 
^«&«4xitft«cakoftbeRe««lBiioa.  Tbe  lessons  of  tbis -*  ia^focteB  kili^ 
Kxattivj*' Jfr  Mt  tobe  ioiand  ia  the  pettr  ewois  of  eacb  goOowt,  bat  in 
Ike  fcn^^ulk  of  ynoa^ia  of  coreraaieot  and  of  a  socsil  aad  enpiOTmr 
9f0€m,  Wthaut  k  lias  been  hard  to  stedkthis  n^anam  fanMiiye 
peiwA,Uxamse  the  gBOiautr  mucnal  was  so  scatfeeied:  pnHupifc  this 
m^kome  wM  help  to  briag  oust  the  s^nificaiioe  of  the  giowih  of  an 
Ametitum  tfirk  vhkh  made  onion  and  indepaHknoe  posslAe. 

Ibe  hMiAvy  of  the  Amaican  Revofaaiao,  which  is  the  sSaect  of  the 
ciKMid  foirtof  fhevofcane;  hasnsoallT  been  vniien  asanukof  aBhtny 
rw^aaigwtL.  Is  this  rohnne  I  hare  soi^iht  to  bra^  out,  ftoa  the  «nt> 
imffi  of  the  tt»e«  the  fcal  §fmit  of  the  Rcivilstioii :  the  S-fFodged  restiic- 
ttve  itfiMem  fA  iht  home  ^orcmBent ;  the  pasannatr  aiguamm  far  and 
aipuam.  usaaiaa  t  the  fervor  of  the  inee-uiM  opposiiktt  in  the  ookanoes. 
I  hire  tried  to  let  potriotx,  Fnglwhrncn,  and  knalisis  speak  far  theso- 
mAafei^mA  ihtw  to  makecfear  that  inu  easing  and  imappeasable  disocm- 
teat  ailikh  ywctdeA  and  explains  the  Rerolntioii. 

It  if  the  editor's  hope  that  both  sectioDs  of  this  book  mar  serrc  as  an 
id^tact  to  fchool  and  coDege  text-books,  as  matena]  far  topical  stndy, 
and  at  a  reionroe  far  thoK  «dio  fike  to  Vacm  what  manner  of  men  their 

Tbe  camtemf  of  ^  Harvard  CoOege  Labmr  has  opened  to  me  aD 
the  atoret  of  that  rast  coDectioD ;  and  to  Miss  Addie  F.  Rove  is  doe 
ipecial  credit  far  skitfu]  verification  and  vigilant  pioof>readiiig. 

ALBERT  BUSHNELL  HART. 
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PRACTICAL  INTRODUCTION 
FOR  TEACHERS,  PUPILS,  STUDENTS,  AND  LIBRARIES 


CHAPTER  I  — THE  SOURCES  AND  HOW  TO 
FIND  THEM 

I.    What  are  Sources? 

IN  the  current  discussions  on  the  teaching  and  study  of  history,  one 
of  the  most  frequent  expressions  is  "the  sources,"  or  "original 
material*'  What  do  these  words  mean?  As  history  is  an  account  of 
the  past  actions  of  men,  every  historical  statement  must  go  back  to  the 
memory  of  those  who  saw  the  events,  or  to  some  record  made  at  the 
time.  Tradition  is  the  handing  down  of  memories  from  one  person  to 
another ;  indeed,  one  of  the  most  Ceimous  of  American  sources,  —  the 
Norse  Sagas  on  the  discovery  of  America,  —  was  thus  transmitted  for 
three  centuries  before  it  was  finally  put  into  writing.  Such  transmissions 
are  likely  to  get  away  from  the  first  form  as  years  go  on,  and  may  change 
into  legends,  such  as  have  already  formed  around  Washington's  life. 
A  more  trustworthy  form  of  transmitting  earlier  memories  is  by  auto- 
biography, or  by  reminiscence  written  out  in  later  life  ;  but  narratives 
set  down  long  after  the  events  are  apt  to  become  twisted  by  the  lapse 
of  the  years  between  the  event  and  the  making  of  the  record,  and  thus 
their  chief  value  is  to  reproduce  the  spirit  of  the  times.  In  preparing 
this  volume  such  works  have  been  sparingly  used.     Graydon's  Memoirs 
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(No.   170)  and   Heath's  Memoirs  (No.  218)  are  examples  of  such 

books. 

Much  more  important  are  the  records  and  memoranda  made  at  or 
very  near  the  time  of  the  event.  Sometimes  silent  monuments  may  be 
all  that  is  left:  the  British  earthworks  at  Saratoga  are  still  a  raemoriai 
of  Burgoyne's  campaign;  and  the  house  of  General  Gage  at  Danvers, 
Massachusetts,  still  stands  to  tell  us  that  its  occupant  was  a  man  of  taste 
and  substance. 

l^ws,  proclamations,  and  other  public  documents  are  sources  of  great 
value,  because  they  not  only  describe,  but  constitute  the  event :  they 
bear  the  signatures,  the  affixing  of  which  gives  them  \'alidity ;  they  are 
drawn  up  even  before  the  event  takes  place.  Examples  are  the  royal 
order  cre.iting  the  Board  of  Trade  (No.  46),  and  the  veto  message  of 
Governor  Morris  (No.  65). 

Of  greater  literary  interest  are  the  narratives  of  explorers,  travellers, 
and  visitors,  in  which  American  history  is  rich  :  an  instance  is  Peter 
Kahn's  travels  (No.  112).  As  travellers  have,  however,  often  too  lively 
a  sense  of  the  importance  of  their  own  impressions,  a  more  valuable 
kind  of  source  is  the  contemporary  journal,  written  from  day  to  day 
during  the  events  described.  When  made  by  men  who  were  the  helms- 
men of  a  commonwealth,  like  John  Adams  (Nos.  24,  79,  153,  189),  they 
have  the  highest  historical  credit ;  for  they  are  forged  fresh  from  the 
mint,  and  reveal  what  even  the  official  records  may  conceal.  Even  when 
written  without  any  expectation  of  publication,  they  furnish  valuable 
evidence  :  no  better  example  can  be  found  than  the  diary  of  Stephen 
Williams  (No.  160)  or  that  of  William  Pynchon  (No.  208), 

The  letters  of  public  men,  or  even  of  private  men,  have  the  same 
double  value  of  a  tale  unvarnished  and  written  at  the  moment  j  and 
they  also  reveal  the  writer's  character.  Such  are  the  familiar  letters  of 
King  George  III  (Nos.  158,  215).  More  elaborate  are  the  arguments 
or  controversial  pamphlets  intended  for  circulation  at  the  time,  such  as 
John  Dickinson's /iirm^'r' J-  LftUrs  (No.  149)  and  Tom  Paine's  Common 
Sense  (No,  186)  ;  but  such  sources  are  often  warped  by  party  feeling. 
Narratives  composed  immediately  after  events  have  passed,  like  Madi- 
son's review  of  the  southern  campaign  (No.  211),  have  the  value  of 
careful,  considerate  composition  while  the  facts  are  fresh. 

Historical  sources,  then,  are  nothing  less  or  more  than  records  made 
at  or  near  the  time  of  the  events,  by  men  who  took  part  in  them,  and 
who  are  therefore  qualified  to  speak. 
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2.    Educative  Value  of  Sources 


LIKE  other  literature,  the  office  of  history  is  to  record,  to  instruct, 
^  and  to  please.  History  has  natural  claims  on  the  interest  of  a 
student  or  reader,  for  it  deals  with  stirring  events,  with  human  character, 
and  with  the  welfare  of  the  race ;  hence,  if  well  narrated,  there  is  in 
this  subject  something  to  arouse  the  minds  of  young  and  old,  and  to 
develop  them  when  aroused.  The  training  element  of  history  as  a 
school  subject  has  been  discussed  in  many  places :  a  list  of  references 
to  such  discussions  appears  in  C banning  and  Hart's  Guide  to  the  Study 
of  American  Hiitory,  %  15,  The  value  of  sources,  as  a  part  of  that 
study,  has  long  been  in  the  rainds  of  the  scholars  and  antiquarians  who 
have  painfully  preserved  and  reprinted  the  old  narratives,  and  it  begins 
to  be  appreciated  by  the  reading  and  teaching  public.  The  most 
authoritative  suggestions  on  the  study  of  history  in  schools  lay  stress 
on  the  use  of  such  material. 

Sources  are  indeed  the  basis  of  history ;  but  not  mere  raw  material, 
Hke  the  herbaria  of  the  botanist  or  the  chemicals  of  a  laboratory, — 
stuffs  to  be  destroyed  in  discovering  their  nature.  As  utterances  of  men 
living  when  they  were  made,  sources  have  in  them  the  breath  of  human 
life  :  history  is  the  biology  of  human  conduct.  No  historical  question 
can  be  settled  without  an  appeal  to  the  sources,  or  without  taking  into 
account  the  character  of  the  actors  in  history. 

Nobody  remembers  all  the  history  he  reads ;  the  bold  and  striking 
events  seize  hold  of  the  mind,  and  around  them  we  associate  the  less 
notable  incidents.  A  source,  however,  fixes  such  a  bold  and  striking 
event  in  its  most  durable  form.  Volumes  about  the  Indians  will  not 
tell  us  so  much  that  we  shall  remember  as  Adair's  or  Carver's  personal 
experiences  (Nos.  115,  116). 

Hence  the  instnicting  power  of  history  depends  in  considerable  part 
the  sources.     They  do  not  tell  all  their  own  story  ;  they  need  to  be 

ranged  and  set  in  order  by  the  historian,  who  on  the  solid  piers  of 
heir  assurances  spans  his  continuous  bridge  of  narrative.  But  there 
are  two  sides  to  history  :  the  outward  events  in  their  succession,  with 
which  secondary  historians  alone  can  deal  ;  and  the  inner  spirit,  which 
is  revealed  only  by  the  sources.  If  we  could  not  know  both  things,  it 
would  be  better  to  know  how  Zenger  was  trieil  for  criticising  government 
(No.  72),  than  what  had  been  the  history  of  freedom  of  the  press  in  the 
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( ul^uie^  up  tu  tliat  um«.  The  sources,  therefore,  throw  an  inner  light 
uii  fvcuii  :  *ccunUary  writers  luay  go  over  them,  collate  them,  compare 
ihcm,  ikouictimcs  supplement  them,  but  can  never  supersede  them. 

As  for  eiiteruiuuient,  the  narratives  of  American  discovery  are  the 
Aiabian  Nights  of  history  for  their  marvels  and  adventures.  The  tale 
of  the  founding  of  Louisiana  (No.  109)  is  a  classic  of  romantic  litera- 
luic.  Other  pieces  please  by  their  quaintness,  such  as  Gabriel  Thomas's 
glowing  (iesciiptiou  of  Pennsylvania  (No.  25),  or  Bolzius's  simple  account 
ol  the  Salxburgers  in  Georgia  (No.  40).  Others  of  these  selections  are 
mile- stones  in  the  growth  of  a  national  literature,  stretching  all  the  way 
lrt)ui  Cotton  Mather's  verbose  style  (No.  92)  or  Duramer's  rugged 
Hejeiue  of  tht  New- England  Charters  (No.  48),  through  Franklin's 
Autobiography  (No.  81),  to  Francis  Hopkinson's  humor  (No.  96)  and 
Itllcrson'H  full  pipe-organ  of  splendid  sentences  (No.  188).  As  an 
.ii  ( (lunt  of  the  planting  of  a  civilization  in  the  wilderness,  of  the  growth 
of  free  government,  of  a  (X)wer  to  discuss  great  political  questions  with 
toK r,  the  sources  of  American  history  are  a  contribution  to  the  world's 
lileriiture. 

\,    C'lttSNiticution  of  Sources  on  the  Colonies  and  the 

Revolution 

ASSUMING  that  the  use  of  sources  needs  no  further  argument,  the 
ncM  impv»rtant  (Question  is,  What  sort  of  material  is  available  on 
the  loKiui.il  \\\\  lovolutionary  periods?  For  convenience  of  reference 
the  \\\VK  vs  in  this  volume  may  be  classified  into  a  few  general  categories, 

Ihc  uuxii  iu)|K>it«iut  unwritten  records  stand  along  the  sea-coast. 
Ihoae  V  iiu-ti^tt  v>l  itUl  forts,  such  as  the  battery  at  Cambridge,  Massachu- 
setts, 01  the  eatthworks  at  Yorktown;  of  public  buildings,  of  which  many 
lUie  tioiu  the  ^leveutccuth  century,  as  the  State  House  at  Newport, 
l'euu>>Kaivi.i  Mull  in  I'hiladelphia,  and  the  Court  House  at  Hillsboro  ;  of 
I  luiu  he-*,  1-.  ihe  t»Ul  Simth  in  Boston,  St.  Michael's  in  Charleston,  and  the 
i)Ki  Sweilei"  Chuu  h  ^  1 700)  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  of  dwelling-houses,  such 
,u  the  W.iv-iuk-  Inn  x\  Sudbury,  Massachusetts,  the  Bond  house  at  Eden- 
iv»n,  NiUih  i'aiviliiu,  the  Byrd  mansion  at  Westover,  near  Richmond,  the 
Chew  house  x\  Vicruuntown,  and  Mount  Vernon.  Such  remains  may  be 
u:»ed  by  visitmg  theiu,  or  by  showing  photographs  of  them.     In  several 
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parts  of  the  country,  as  in  the  National  Museum  at  Washington,  the 
Field  Museum  at  Chicago^  and  the  Peabody  Museum  at  Cambridge, 
there  are  collections  of  the  implements  and  arts  of  the  aborigines  of 
North  and  South  America, 

Manuscript  records  ordinarily  appeal  only  to  the  investigator,  for 
whose  benefit  are  the  suggestions  in  Winsor's  Narrafive  and  Critical 
History^  VII 1,  413  ir/  seq.,  and  in  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide  to  American 
History,  §  35.  Two  classes  of  written  records  may,  however,  sometimes 
be  used  by  beginners,  —  family  papers  and  local  records.  From  the 
unpublished  town  records  of  Brookline,  Massachusetts,  for  example, 
pupils  in  the  high  schools  have  drawn  some  interesting  material.  It 
is  worth  while  to  make  pupils  acquainted  with  the  handwriting  of  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries,  many  facsimiles  of  which  are  found 
in  Winsor's  Narrative  and  Critical  History^  and  in  many  other  places. 
The  letter  of  Alexander  Scammell  (No.  162)  is  a  striking  example  of 
valuable  unpublished  materials  which  are  still  to  be  found  among  family 
papers.  The  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission,  created  in  1S95  ^^ 
the  American  Historical  Association,  is  bringing  to  light  unsuspected 
treasures  of  this  kind,  which  will  be  found  in  the  Reports  of  that  Com- 
mission, beginning  with  that  for  1897. 

In  this  volume  much  use  has  been  made  of  the  official  public  records 
of  various  kinds,  because  they  contain  the  most  apt  illustrations  of  the 
workings  of  colonial  government,  and  because  in  the  time  of  the  Revo- 
lution public  bodies  became  the  spokesmen  of  the  communities  in  their 
new  relations.  The  votes  and  proceedings  of  the  revolutionary  period 
are  livelier  and  more  characteristic  than  is  usually  the  case  in  such 
material,  as  may  be  seen  in  the  town-meeting  vote  of  1765  (No.  140). 

Public  records  have  been  printed  in  elaborate  collections  for  all  the 
thirteen  colonies.  Sets  of  the  charters  are  printed  in  Ben.  Perley  Poore, 
Federal  and  State  Constitutions :  in  H.  W.  Preston,  Documents  illustra- 
tive of  American  History;  in  many  numbers  of  the  American  History 
Leaflets  and  Old  South  Leaflets ;  and  in  other  collections.  Lists  of  these 
collections  and  of  the  printed  colonial  laws,  with  exact  titles,  may  be 
fouod  below  (No.  6)  and  in  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide  to  American 
History^  %  if). 

Hardly  any  state  has  made  up  a  full  set  of  its  own  statutes ;  the  best 
collections  are  Hening*s  Statutes  for  Virginia  and  various  editions  of 
Massachusetts  laws.  In  many  of  the  histories  of  separate  colonies  or 
states  are  appendices  of  select  statutes. 
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iJt^  ptrM^  f€^<yedi  o4  the  colonial  coundls  aad  amgmbfigi  are  afap 
«rnmf  #«t^  in  ( :  hsnMng  and  Hart,  ^i^,  1 19.  Part*  of  several  of  these 
tH^mh,—  1ihoi\€  U)nh(),  I7»5,  Marybnd,  1775, — are  reprinted  below 
i^^M.  (if,  1^4).  Thf  best  (yrinted  records  are  those  of  New  Hamp- 
9h\tti  f4n^9nthii*t^U«i,  Cfmnecticiit,  Fennsylirania,  Maryland,  and  North 
VntoUtw. 

t'h^  |<f<ir^fdinf(9  of  varioitft  official  and  anofficial  assemblies  and  meet- 
{tt^<  iff  ^t  ftifth  in  the  following  extracto :  a  colonial  council  (No.  30) ; 
M  HtlMtiiil  (t^^embly  (No.  6j)  ;  «  meeting  of  freeholders  (No.  42);  an 
►lw-teif.it^  (No.  fit )  }  I'tnifts  of  various  degrees  (Nos.  17,  37,  71,  72,  73, 
yq)  :  rt  Hit  f«ovprnment  (No.  76)  :  a  town-meeting  (Nos.  78,  140) ;  a 
tMtr  mcHlM^  (No.  if)  i  a  Quaker  meeting  (No.  102) ;  colonial  Con- 
jtft^H  (N»w.  1^4,  t(»7,  ioH)  J  contincntai  Congresses  (Nos.  141,  153, 
tj^i  tftq,  (ft(t,  tt^u,  too)  :  iHtmmittces  of  Congress  (No.  207). 

I'Kir  |«n«eHllhg*j  uf  (t««rinbUrn  couiititute  only  a  small  part  of  the 
MH^Hhl  ?»v*»U  »M*»  rtiul  "iM^iJf^^tivr  fvtr  such  a  collection  as  this.  Below 
^\\\  \<\f  \\m\\\  \^\\\\\\^Wi  v»r  n*iH»rt!»  of  colonial  govenu>rs  (Nos.  19,  21,  36, 
Ml  X".  ^x.  ^K  \\s.\  \sy  »?4K  ami  of  jio\Tmor»*  letters  and  messages 
VN\H  »^^,  ^*^^  r^v  Mx\.  \.M\wt  vv»KmuaI  otKcials  are  also  represented: 
y\**\*wm  *rv^vH^*v*  v^^^  'i^vs  \#4^  ;  a  ^^4k^tv»r  of  customs  (No.  87)  ; 


n^^v^^l  :^>^^H  yN\^.  t^!<.  »|«^^  c  a  Mmv\\»r-|t«ier*l  (Nvv  m>  :  a  comp- 
VN\^    NtY^V  A*hn^  ^vy^-A^  vt^M  mMKip^i  vN^Vk  i^  14;^  «5r^  ;  boundary 


^\^Nrt  4ir^r\-^^  v,^^^  n  •"^  .  An  ^mv\i  tv»  the  ItHtuns  vN«x  115)  ;  a  judge 


^^r  ^•V=«''^  *>*'*** •^«fMt^t^'*s  s><  y>ii^>»**L<^  aill9k^  w  tyycifKtt^gd  by  letteis 
■^^  -l»•^»^^^•rr<  >-  rV  \  >'*\^  x''^  IV»»^  yV^  «SN  5^^  5;!^  QT*  *»^  104)  ; 
tv-*^y^-^'\-Sr\»^^  *>•-**,  rV  ^N^^ywN^  *5*  *>♦  >\H««tt«t>  vNv'«^  t%  43;.  56, 
Nr\  Nti^    *^'  *^*^  ^V  <*r*\<yv*^v  *  xV<X'i^x  xV"^  kt      *  «csr  ct  the 
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(Nos.  135,  154)  ;  Patrick  Henry  (No.  203).  Many  of  these  men  were 
highly  educated,  all  had  unrivalled  opportunities  of  knowing  the  actual 
forces  of  colonial  history,  and  some  became  the  advisers  of  the  English 
government,  among  them  PownaU  and  Hutchinson. 

Other  colonial  worthies  who  appear  below  are  Samuel  Sewall  (Not. 
18,  103) ;  Roger  Wokott  (No.  22) ;  John  Conrad  Wyser  (No.  29) ; 
Samud  Qoincy  (No.  41)  ;  President  Clap  (No.  90) ;  Increase  Mather 
(No.  93)  ;  Nathaniel  Ames  (No.  95)  ;  Lewis  Morris  (No.  97)  ;  Colonel 
Brewton  (No.  118). 

The  following  English  and  foreign  statesmen  and  publicists  have  also 
been  used :  Edward  Randolph  (No.  34)  ;  Qglethoipe  (No.  39)  ;  Ed- 
mund Burke  (Nos.  44,  52)  ;  John  Wise  (No.  47)  ;  Montesquieu  (No. 
51)  ;  William  Pitt,  Lord  Chatham  (Nos.  128, 142)  ;  Earl  of  Waldegrave 
(No.  130) ;  John  Wilkes  (No.  132) ;  Horace  Walpole  (No.  145)  ; 
Samuel  Johnson  (No.  156)  ;  La&yette  (No.  172)  ;  Mirabean  (No.  178) 
Vergennes  (No.  216). 

Besides  the  goveinois  and  other  colonial  officials  mentioned  above, 
large  use  has  been  made  of  the  writings  of  the  great  statesmen  of  the 
revolutionary  epoch.  The  works  of  Benjamin  Franklin  (  Nos.  68, 8 1 ,  94, 
^S3^  ^43.  »99»  217),  of  John  Adams  (Nos.  24,  79,  153,  189,  217),  and 
of  George  Washii^;ton  (Nos.  108,  174,  195,  206)  are  the  foundati<Ni  of 
an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  actual  workings  of  the  revK^ntionaiy  spirit. 
To  these  may  be  added  the  writings  of  Josiah  Quincy  (No.  139); 
Alexander  Hamilton  (No.  173)  ;  Thomas  Jeficrson  (No.  188)  ;  Robert 
Morris  (Nos.  194,  210)  ;  James  Madison  (Na  211) ;  ]ohn  Jay  (No. 
217)  ;  and  Henry  Laurens  (No.  217). 

Tlie  pamphleteers  and  controversial  writers  indude  several  of  the 
above,  and  also  Edward  RxodoAptk  (No.  54)  ;  Jeremuh  Dummer  (No. 
48)  ;  Keith  (No.  49)  ;  PtownaD  (Nos.  53,  59, 66,  74)  ;  Zcngcr  (No.  72)  ; 
Francis  Hopkinson  (Nos.  96,  196)  ;  Thomas  Story  (No.  98)  ;  Judge 
Sewall  (No.  103) ;  Stephen  HopkiiK  (No.  125)  ;  James  Otis  (No.  131)  ; 
John  Wilkes  (No.  132)  ;  Mardn  Howard  (No.  138);  Dennis  d«  Berdt 
(No.  146)  ;  Charles  Chauncy  (No.  147);  John  Dickinson  (No.  149)  ; 
Samuel  Johnson  (No.  156) ;  Drayton  (No.  157)  ;  Timothy  Dwi^t 
(No.  164) ;  Jonathan  Oddl  (No.  167);  Micabeau  (No.  178; ;  Stans- 
bury  (No.  r82)  ;  Thomas  Paiite  (No.  186). 

On  the  Revolution,  and  to  a  less  degree  on  tht  earlier  period,  valuable 
extracts  have  been  taken  from  the  journals,  private  letters,  and  reminis- 
cences of  those  who  had  knowledge  of  public  afiurs.    While  less  for mal 
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than  the  public  records,  or  the  careful  state  papers  and  official  corre- 
spondence and  arguraents  of  the  statesmen  mentioned  above,  they  have 
the  value  of  unstudied  testimony,  and  they  cause  an  impression  of  the 
human  side  of  the  history.  The  principal  authors  of  this  kind  cited  in 
this  volume  are  Sewall  (No.  18)  ;  Eliza  Lucas  (Nos.  35,  83)  ;  Stephens 
(No.  43)  ;  Pellit  (No»  61)  ;  John  Adams  (Nos.  79,  153,  189)  ;  Frank- 
lin (No.  81)  ;  Nathaniel  Ames  (No.  95)  ;  Thomas  Story  (No.  98)  ; 
Wesley  (No.  99);  John  Woolman  (No.  106);  Eddis  (No.  107); 
Washington  (No.  108)  ;  Daniel  Boon  (No.  134)  ;  Josiah  Quincy  (No. 
139)  ;  Thomas  Hutchinson  (No.  148);  John  Tudor  (No.  151)  ;  John 
Andrews  (No.  152)  ;  Stephen  Williams  (No.  160)  ;  Alexander  Scam- 
mell  (No.  162)  ;  Huntington  (No.  163)  ;  Odell  (No.  167)  ;  Curwen 
(No.  169)  ;  Richard  Smith  (No.  185)  ;  Mrs.  Abigail  Adaras  (No.  192)  ; 
William  Pynchon  (No.  208). 

Other  journals  and  letters  more  direcdy  concerned  with  military 
affairs  are  those  of  Curwen  (No.  120)  ;  Colonel  Winslow  (No.  126)  ; 
anonymous  account  of  Braddock's  defeat  (No.  127)  ;  Captain  John 
Knox  (No.  129)  J  Chastellux  (Nos.  137,  176);  Graydon  (No,  170); 
Lafayette  (No.  172)  ;  Thacher  (No.  175)  ;  Drowne  (No.  177)  ;  Pausch 
(No.  179)  ;  Boudinot  (No.  180)  ;  Simcoe  (No,  181)  ;  Andr^  (No.  183)  ; 
Chnton  (No.  193);  Baroness  Rtedesel  (No.  197);  Dr.  Waldo  (No. 
198)  ;  John  Trumbull  (No.  200)  ;  George  Rogers  Clark  (No.  201)  ; 
Steuben  (No.  202)  ;  John  Paul  Jones  (No.  204)  ;  General  Greene 
(No.  212)  ;  Lord  Cornwallis  (No.  214)  ;  General  Heath  (No.  218). 

Travellers  in  the  eighteenth  century,  until  the  Revolution  was  impend- 
ing, were  fewer  and  less  quaint  than  in  the  period  before  1689.  The 
principal  foreign  visitors  and  observers  were  Andrew  Bumaby  (No.  32) 
and  Peter  Kalm  (Nos.  112,  114,  122),  both  authors  who  wrote  inter- 
esting and  intelligent  accounts.  Lesser  foreigners  were  Bolzius  (No. 
40);  "A  Swiss  Gentleman"  (No.  69);  De  la  Harpe  (No.  109); 
Captain  Carver  (No.  116).  The  revolutionary  visitors  were  Chastellux 
(Nos.  137,  176)  ;  Lafayette  (No.  172)  ;  Pausch  (No.  179)  ;  Baroness 
Riedesel  (No.  197)  ;  Steuben  (No.  202)  ;  the  anonymous  writer  on 
De  Grasse  (No.  213)  ;  Cornwallis  (No.  214). 

Native  or  resident  observers  were  the  following  :  Captain  Goelet  (Nos. 
23,  84)  ;  Gabriel  Thomas  (No.  25)  ;  "  Richard  Castelman"  (No.  28)  ; 
Keith  (No.  49)  ;  Douglass  (No.  50)  ;  Pownall  (Nos.  53,  59,  66,  74); 
Madam  Knight  (No.  80)  ;  Benjamin  Franklin  (No.  81)  ;  Colonel  Byrd 
(No.   82)  ;    Cotton  Mather   (No.  92)  ;    John  Woolman    (No.    106)  ; 
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William  Eddis  (No.  107)  ;  Adair  (No.  113)  ;  John  Filson  (No.  134)  ; 
Joseph  Doddridge  (No.  136). 

The  newspapers  have  furnished  several  pieces  for  this  volume.  Though 
the  colonial  newspaper  was  usually  dull,  and  there  was  no  system  of  cir- 
culating accurate  news,  yet  nothing  better  reflects  the  spirit  of  the  age 
than  such  extnicts  as  are  found  on  the  runaway  advertisements  (No. 
105)  ;  on  privateers  (No.  121)  ;  on  mobs  (No.  161)  ;  on  the  Tories 
(No.  i6S)  ;  on  Lexington  and  Concord  (No.  191)  ;  on  the  Confedera- 
tion (No.  209). 

In  the  eighteenth  century  there  was  already  a  school  of  formal  histo- 
rians (see  list  below.  No.  7) .  Out  of  these,  extracts  have  been  made  from 
the  following:  Daniel  Neal  (No.  20)  ;  Robert  Proud  (No.  51)  ;  Robert 
Beverly  (No.  ;^;^)  ;  Eduumd  Burke  (Nos.  44,  52)  ;  Sir  William  Keith 
(No.  49)  ;  William  Douglass  (No.  50)  ;  William  Gordon  (No.  219)  ; 
David  Ramsay  (No.  220). 

Among  colonial  authors  many  were  ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  various 
denominations.  Such  were  Lawson  (No.  16) ;  Burnaby  (No.  32)  ;  Maury 
(No.  37)  ;  Bolzius  (No.  40)  ;  Clap  (No.  90)  ;  Byles  (No.  91)  ;  Cotton 
and  Increase  Mather  (Nos.  92,  93)  ;  John  Wesley  (No.  99)  ;  Doddridge 
(No.  136)  ;  Chauncy  (No.  147)  ;  Williams  (No.  160)  :  Dwight  (No. 
164)  ;  Odell  (No.  167)  ;  and  Gordon  (No.  219).  Physicians  wrote 
much  less;  yet  several  important  pieces  are  taken  from  the  writings  of 
Dr.  Douglass  (No.  50)  ;  Dr.Thacher  (No.  175)  ;  Dr.  Waldo  (No.  198)  j  , 
and  Dr.  Ramsay  (No.  220). 

Some  of  the  most  highly  educated,  brilliant,  and  witty  writers  of  the 
eighteenth  century  were  women  ;  and  quotations  appear  from  Eliza 
Lucas  (Nos.  35,  83)  ;  Sarah  Kemble  Knight,  one  of  the  best  observers 
of  her  time  (No.  80)  ;  Mrs.  Reed  (No.  165)  j  Mrs.  Adams,  perhaps 
the  most  distinguished  woman  in  the  Revolution  (No.  192)  ;  and  the 
courageous  Baroness  Riedesel  (No.  197). 

Verse  writers  were  few,  and  only  a  few  pieces  have  proved  to  be  so 
illustrative  of  historical  incident  as  to  come  into  this  volume.  These  are 
Byles's  eulogy  of  George  I  (No.  91)  ;  verses  in  an  almanac  (No.  94); 
"  Ballad  of  Pigwacket "  (No.  1 19)  ;  Paine's  "  Liberty  Tree  "  (No.  159)  ; 
Dirighfs  "Columbia"  (No.  164)  ;  "Nathan  Hale"  (No.  171)  ;  Stans- 
bury's  "  Lords  of  the  Main"  (No.  182)  ;  Francis  Hopkinson's  "Battle 
of  the  Kegs"  (No.  196). 
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4.    Libraries  of  Sources  in  Amcricaii  History 

NO  library  has  anything  approadung  a  oomplete  fid  otbcr  of  origin 
naJs  or  of  reprints  of  the  historical  writings  of  oolooial  and  rerohi- 
Ciooary  times.  Nevertheless,  one  vfao  examines  the  books  in  a  special 
library  of  Americana  is  amazed  at  the  number,  variety,  and  interest  of 
the  material.  Six  great  libraries  deserve  special  mention,  all  growing 
collections,  and  several  of  them  purchasers  of  rarities  at  great  prices : 
I.  The  John  Carter  Brown  Library  at  Providence,  kept  up  as  a  private 
collection,  but  under  the  direction  of  a  trained  specialist  librarian.  2.  The 
Lenox  Library  at  New  York,  also  brought  together  by  a  private  man, 
but  now  a  part  of  the  great  New  York  Public  Library.  3.  The  Boston 
Public  Library,  containing  the  Prince  Collection  and  other  valuable 
accumulations  of  many  private  gifts,  supplemented  by  purchases.  4.  The 
Harvard  College  Library,  which  contains  a  well  classified  collection, 
abounding  in  rarities.  5.  The  Library  of  Congress,  containing  great 
treasures  of  early  books  and  manuscripts,  as  yet  uncatalogued  and  almost 
unexplored.  6.  The  library  of  the  American  .Antiquarian  Society  at 
Worcester,  especially  rich  in  colonial  and  later  newspapers. 

Of  many  early  prints  there  are  but  half  a  dozen  copies  extant,  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  for  later  libraries  to  secure  sets  equally  complete 
with  the  older  collections.  Nevertheless,  there  are  numerous  and  valu- 
able Americana  in  the  libraries  of  Cornell  University,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Wisconsin  Historical 
Society.  In  each  state  a  special  historical  society  is  likely  to  collect 
early  printed  works,  newspapers,  and  reprints  on  the  history  of  that 
state.  Some  libraries  will  lend  rare  books  directly,  or  through  a  local 
librarian  who  makes  himself  responsible. 

Abroad,  the  largest  collection  of  Americana  is  that  of  the  British 
Museum,  containing  some  unique  pamphlets  not  to  be  found  in  America ; 
and  there  are  also  rare  pamphlets  in  the  Bodleian  Library  of  Oxford. 
In  England  is  also  a  great  reservoir  of  colonial  manuscript  material, 
chiefly  in  the  Public  Record  Office.  Transcripts  of  many  of  these  docu- 
ments have  been  made  and  transferred  to  America,  as,  for  example,  the 
Minutes  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  which  are  in  the  Pennsylvania  Histori- 
cal Society.  Continental  archives  have  also  material  on  discovery  and 
colonization,  especially  those  of  Simancas  in  Spain,  and  those  of  France, 
Genoa,  and  Venice. 


N0.5J 


Libraries  and  Reprints 


II 


Reprints  of  Collected  Sources  on  the  Colonies 
and  the  Revolution 


L'K  TEARLY  all  the  important  early  works  have  been  reprinted,  some- 
r±\  times  verbatim,  oftener  with  corrections  of  spelling  and  grammar. 
Many  such  reprints  are  made  by  historical  societies  ;  others  are  gathered 
in  series,  as  Rider's  Rhode  Island  Historiral  Tracts,  and  Munsell's 
Historical  Series.  Others  appear  in  special  reprint  editions,  with  intro- 
duction and  notes  by  a  special  editor.  A  few  have  been  facsimiled, 
notably  the  Declaration  of  Independence  (Force,  Ameriian  Archives^ 
Fifth  Series,  I,  1597,  and  elsewhere).  For  making  transcripts  or  for 
verifying  a  passage,  the  original  edition  is  always  preferable  even  to  a 
careful  reprint. 

For  many  of  the  separate  colonies  there  arc  collections  of  documents, 
which  may  be  found  through  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History, 
II-V,  and  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide  to  American  History,  §§  23,  29. 
There  are  also  several  valuable  collections  of  related  documents,  some  of 
which  are  enumerated  below.  The  colonial  collections  specially  men- 
tioned contain  many  documents  concerning  all  the  colonies.  The  titles 
in  this  list  do  not  include  collections  of  sources  bearing  exclusively  on 
the  history  of  a  single  colony,  nor  do  they  contain  colonial  archives,  or 
the  many  valuable  collections  of  state  and  local  historical  societies.  Such 
material  may  be  found  through  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide^  §§  23,  29,  31, 
34,  77-130,  and  through  A.  P.  C.  Griffin,  Bibliography  0/  American  His- 
torical Societies  (in  American  Historical  Association,  Report  for  1895). 
Tyler,  in  his  American  Literature  and  Literary  History  of  the  Revolution 
(No.  15),  gives  lists  of  sources. 

John  Almon,  A  Collection  of  Interesting  Authentic  Papers,  relative  to  the  Dis' 
pute  bftuieen  Great  Britain  and  America,  shelving  the  Causes  and  Progress 
of  thtU  Misunderstanding,  from  1764  to  1775.  London,  1777. — Always 
cited  as  the  Prior  Documents, 

John  Almon,  Tht  Remembrancer,  or  Impartial  Repository  of  Public  Events. 
17  vols.  London,  1 775- 1 784.  — Vols.  XIl-XVll  edited  bv  John  De- 
brett. 

Tfte  Annual  Register,  or  a  View  of  the  History,  Politicks,  and  Literature,  for 
the  year  1758.  London.  1759-.  —  This  series  has  been  continued  annu- 
ally, to  the  present  time.  It  includes  a  narrative  history  of  the  year^  and 
republications  of  contemporary  letters  and  other  material , 
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/iUUt^  ^n4(or4f  Spiuhtt  of  tfu  Governort  of  Massackmutts  from  1765  to 
1771  i  4Hd  tn*  AntWirt  of  the  Houu  of  RipreuiUaiives  to  tkt  same. 
UtmUmt  itii^r  —  Tb««e  4ocuRientf  deiciibe  many  of  the  controversies  lead- 
ing u(>  %Q  iiw  lUyoUiiUm, 

Confftm  of  ifm  VMUtd  HtAWt,  Journali  of  Congress.  Containing  the  Pro- 
^//^/>(i^#  [1774-1 7<*KJ  (contemporaneous  edition).  13  vols.  Philadelphia, 
ifp-iJWi,  —  AUo  »  re|>rint  In  it  vols.  (Philadelphia,  1800-1801),  and  an- 
Qimr  in  4  voU,,  under  the  Mt/ournaU  of  the  Ameruan  Congress:  From 
\Tf^t0  i^U  (WoMhlngton,  1823). 

Con|(rw»  uf  th«  United  States,  Secret  Journals  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of 
Umgress.  4  vaU.  fioston,  1831.  —  Extracts  omitted  in  making  up  the 
pubup  journali,  ^iipecially  on  the  hbtory  of  the  Confederation  and  on  foreign 
»tf^ira« 

Cvprt  Awgwitui  Puyckinck  and  Georipe  Lone,  Cyclopadia  of  American  Utera- 
$Hr0  i  fmhrmtH^  Personat  and  Critical  Notices  of  Authors,  and  Selections 
from  Ihnr  it'n(in£s,  /'Irom  the  Harliest  Period  to  the  Present  Day.  2  vok. 
N§w  York,  iHs6, 

P^tw  Fori)^  compiler,  American  Archives:  Fourth  Series.  Containing  a 
iXocHmeutary  History  of  the  KugHsh  Colonies  in  North  America  [1774- 
1776].  6  vol*.  Waahlngton,  1837-1846, —/WA  Series.  Containing  a 
^umeutary  History  of  the  United  States  [177^-1783].  3  vols.  Washing- 
ton, |84^-I8S3- 

Albert  ^vwh^\eU  Hart  and  Edward  Channing,  editors,  American  Histoty  Leaf- 
lets. 30  uumtxfra  (to  be  had  separately).  New  York,  1893-1896.-10- 
chides  many  cok>niiu  documents. 

George  p.  Humpbreyt  American  Cotonial  Tracts.  Rochester,  May,  1897-. 
—  PuWiahed  aH>nthiy ;  to  k>e  had  separately. 

Tho»aa  Hutchinaoa,  A  CoUectum  of  Originai  Ftt^ers  reiatrve  to  the  History 
qf  the  Colony  qf  ^VawotfAitw^l^.^  [1648-1750].  Boston^  1769.  — A 
ua^a«|. 

l^dwin  Doak  M«ad»  editor.  Old  South  Lea/lets.  75  numbers  {to  be  had  sep»- 
rat^ly  or  bouud  in  3  vols.)-  Bp«ton,  1883-1896.  —  Many  historical  pieces; 
(9\ts  not  carefully  collated.    Valuable  for  $d)tooIs. 

Frank  Moore^  I^iary  of  the  American  Rewdution.  From  Xemspapers  and 
{.higtHol  DoiumcHis.  1  vols.  New  York,  etc.,  1859-1860.  —  .\  w^-<HK»en 
iierics  of  ©.\tractH  arraftged  cbronologicaJly,  covering  the  years  1775-1781. 

b  tank  Moore*  editor,  Sot^  and  Ballads  of  the  Ameruuin  Revoiuttot^  New 
York,  1856, 

He^ekiah  Niles,  f^ifuipies  and  Acts  of  the  Revoiuiion  in  America.  Haiti'. 
nK>r«,  i833  ;  ;Uj4o  a  reprint,  New  York,  1876.  —  This  is  a  very  useful  volume, 
though  niaav  oi*  the  selections  are  very  dull.  It  covers  the  period  1765- 
«7^> 
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Edmund  Bailej-  O'Callaghan  and  Berthold  Fernow,  editors,  Documents  rela- 
tn>e  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  cf  Ne^u-York.  15  vols,  Albany, 
1856-1887.  —  Much  matter  not  relating  exclusively  to  New  York  ;  includes 
a  useful  index  volume.     Vols.  IV-VIII,  X,  XI  on  the  period  after  16S9. 

William  Stevens  Perry,  editor,  Historical  Collections  relating  to  the  American 
Colonial  Church.  5  vols.  Hartford,  1 870-1 878.  —  A  very  small  edition, 
and  therefore  rare- 

Ben.  Pcrley  Poore,  compiler.  The  Federal  and  State  Constitutions,  Colonial 
Charters,  and  other  Organic  Imws  of  the  United  States.  2  parts.  Wash- 
ington. 1877.  —  A  much-needed  reprint  is  in  preparation  (1897). 

Winthrop  Sargent,  editor,  The  Loyalist  Poetry  of  the  Revolution.  Philadelphia! 
1857. 

William  L.  Saunders,  editor,  The  Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina  (10  vols.), 
and  Walter  Clark,  editor,  The  State  Records  of  North  Carolina  (4  vols.). 
14  vols.  Raleigh  and  Winston,  1886-1896.  —  Very  inconveniently  ar- 
ranged, without  contents  or  index,  but  abounding  in  general  material. 
Covers  the  period  1662-1780;  still  in  progress. 

Jared  Sparks,  editor,  Correspondence  of  the  American  Ret'olution,  4  vols. 
Boston,  1853.  —  Interesting  and  valuable  letters,  addressed  chiefly  to 
Washington.     May  be  picked  up  at  second  hand  for  a  small  sum. 

Jared  Sparks,  editor.  The  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the  American  Rei.>olu- 
tion.  12  vols.  Boston,  1829-1830.  —  Arranged  rather  clumsily ;  much  of 
the  same  matter  appears  in  better  form  in  WJ;arton's  edition. 

Edmund  Clarence  Stedman  and  Ellen  Mackay  Hutchinson,  editors,  A  Library 
of  American  Literature^  from  the  Earliest  Settlement  to  the  Present  Time. 
1 1  vols,  New  York,  1888-1890.  —  Part  of  Vol.  II  and  Vol.  HI  on  the  period 
1689-1783;  ven.' well  chosen,  though  not  with  immediate  reference  to  the 
historical  vahie  of  the  pieces.  An  excellent  set  for  a  school  library,  and 
often  found  at  second  hand. 

Anthony  Stokes,  A  View  of  the  Constitution  of  the  British  Colonies,  in  North- 
America  and  the  H  'est  Indies,  at  the  time  the  Civil  It  ar  broke  out  on  the 
Continent  of  America.  London,  1783,  —  Contains  many  writs  and  forms 
from  colonial  procedure. 

John  Wingate  Thornton,  The  Pulpit  of  the  American  Revolution:  or,  the 
Political  Sermons  of  the  Period  of  1776.  With  a  Historical  fntroductioUy 
Notes,  and  Illustrations.     Boston,  i860. 

Francis  Wharton,  editor,  The  Rex'olutionary  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  the 
United  States.  6  vols.  Washington,  1889. —  Official  edition,  arranged 
chronologically,  with  a  valuable  introduction. 

William  A.  Whitehead,  Frederick  W.  Ricord,  and  William  Nelson,  editors, 
Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  N'ew  fersey. 
19  vols.  Newark,  1880-1897.  —  One  of  the  most  valuable  collections  of 
colonial  sources;  it  includes  several  volumes  of  reprints  from  rare  news- 
papers ;  still  in  progress. 
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6.    Select  Library  of  Sources  on  Colonization 

TFIIS  volume  contains  examples  of  many  colonial  writers,  but  only  a 
short  extract  from  most  of  them,  and  many  important  writers  do 
not  appear  here  at  all.  For  careful  study  of  colonial  history,  and  for 
extensive  topical  work,  the  student  or  pupil  needs  a  greater  range  of 
material ;  hence  every  library  and  high  school  ought  to  have  at  least  a 
few  of  the  sources  in  complete  editions. 

The  purchase  of  such  books,  many  of  them  long  out  of  print,  is  a  work 
of  time.  Any  library  or  school  may  on  application  receive  the  catalogues 
of  second-hand  dealers,  or  put  a  list  of  desiderata  in  the  hands  of 
a  book-seller.  The  Publishers^  Weekly  inserts  (gratis)  lists  of  books 
sought  for  by  dealers.  Often  people  will  give  old  books  of  value  to 
a  permanent  collection,  if  requested. 

First  in  importance  are  the  general  printed  collections  mentioned  in 
the  preceding  section  (No.  5),  or  so  many  of  them  as  the  library  can 
afford.  Next  may  come  selections  from  the  records  of  one  colony  and 
state  out  of  each  of  the  three  groups  of  southern,  New  England,  and 
middle  colonies.  Virginia,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York  or  Pennsyl- 
vania were  the  most  important  in  each  group,  and  have  the  completest 
literature.  Next  to  them  in  general  historical  interest  come  the  Caro- 
linas,  Maryland,  and  Connecticut.  Rhode  Island  and  New  Hampshire 
also  have  important  records. 

Below  will  be  found  a  list  of  some  of  the  most  useful  sources.  Most 
of  the  volumes  may  be  readily  purchased  new  or  at  second  hand,  though 
the  large  sets  are  expensive.  To  these  should  be  added  such  other  colo- 
nial records,  laws,  collections,  and  histories  containing  documents  as  the 
most  available  library  may  be  willing  to  buy  (sec  lists  in  Channing  and 
Hart,  Guide,  %%  23,  29,  95-130),  especially  those  of  that  colony  which 
has  the  closest  relation  with  the  state  or  the  place  in  which  the  library  is 
situated.  The  local  records  (if  printed)  should  of  course  be  included  ; 
and  a  few  of  the  typical  town  records,  as  those  of  Boston,  Worcester, 
Lancaster,  Watertown,  Providence,  East  Hampton  (L.I.). 

CONTEMPORARY   HISTORIANS 

Throughout  the  colonial  period,  and  especially  from  1 740  to  the  end 
of  the  Revolution,  there  were  writers  who  set  out  to  make  formal  histo- 
ries of  one  colony  or  of  a  group  of  colonies  ;  and  though  —  with  some 


Contemporary   Historians 
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aterial." 


exceptions,  as  Hutchinson  —  they  had  the  use  only  of  limited  material, 
they  relate  the  result  of  many  of  their  own  observations,  and  reflect  the 
impressions  made  on  the  public  mind  at  the  time.  Iq  some  cases  they 
used  and  have  reprinted  rare  accounts.  The  principal  titles  are  the 
following :  — 
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Amos  Adams,  A  Concisey  Historical  View  of  the  Perils,  Hardships,  Difficm 
ties,  att4  Discouragements  which  have  attended  the  Planting  and  Progressii 
Improvement  of  New  England.     Boston,  1769.  —  A  clear  and  valuable 
work. 

Isaac  Backus,  A  History  of  iVew  England,  with  particular  Reference  to  the 
Detwmination  of  Christians  called  Baptists.     3  vols.     Boston,  1777-1796. 

—  V'olume  II  extends  from  1690  to  1784.     Backus  was  an  historian  of  the 
modern  type,  who  searched  far  and  wide  for  manuscript  material, 

Jeremy  Belknap,  The  History  of  New  Hampshire.    5  vols.     Boston,  1742.     ■ 

[Robert  Beverly],  The  History  of  Virginia^  in  Four  Parts  [1584-1720]. 
London,  1705  (and  later  editions). 

John  (Daly)  Burk,  The  History  of  Virginia,  from  its  PYrsi  Settlement  to  the 
Present  Day.  3  vols.  Petersburg,  Va.,  1804-1805.  —  With  appendices  of 
documents. 

George  Chalmers,  An  Introduction  to  the  History  of  the  Revolt  of  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies.     2  vols.     Boston,  1845. —  Also  Vol.  1,  London,  1782. 

John  Drayton,  Memoirs  of  the  American  ReT.>olution^  from  its  Commencement^ 
to  the  year  ijj6  inclusit^e.  2  vols-  Charieston,  1821.  —  Really  the  work 
of  William  Henrj'  Drayton  (No.  157),  written  between  1776  and,  1779. 

William  Gordon.  The  History  of  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  Establishments  of  the 
Independence  of  the  United  States  of  America.  4  vols.  London,  1788  (or 
3  vols.     New  Vork,  1789).  —  See  below,  No.  219. 

Alexander  Hewatt,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Rise  and  Progress  of  A 
Colonies  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.     2  vols.     London,  1779. 

Stephen   Hopkins,  An  Historical  Account  of  the  Planting  and  Growth  of  ' 
Prin'idence.     (In  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  Collections,  VII,  15-65.) 

—  One  of  the  earUest  attempts  at  local  history. 

Thomas  Hutchinson,  The  History  of  the  Colony  of  Massachusets  Bay  [Vol.  Iffl 
1764J.  The  History  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay  .  .  .  until  the  " 
Year  1750  [VoL  H,  1767].  The  History  of  the  Pnn'ime  of  Massachusetts 
Bay,  from  the  Year  1750,  until  June,  1774  fVoL  111,  1828], —  Volume  HI 
of  this  work  is  an  account  of  the  causes  of  the  Revolution.  Hutchinson 
was  the  most  careful  and  scientific  writer  of  his  lime,  though  prejudiced  by 
his  own  position  as  governor  of  a  contumelious  colony. 

Cotton  Mather,  Magnalia  Christi  Americana :  or.  The  Ecclesiastical  History 
of  Neiv- England.  London.  1702.  (Three  reprints,  2  vols.,  Hartford, 
1820,  1853,  1855.)  —  Hardly  historical  in  spirit.  —See  Contemporaries^  I,^ 
No.  148.  ~ 
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Daniel  Neal,  TiA^  History  of  New-Et^land  containing  an  Impartial  Auoumt 
,  of  iht  Civil  and  Ecclesiastical  Affairs  of  the  Country  to  the  Year  of  our 
Lord,  1700.      To  which  is  added  The  Present  State  of  JSTew-Englamd. 
2  vols.    Loadon,  1 720.  —  Also  a  later  edition.  —  See  below,  No.  ao. 

Samuel  Penhallow,  History  of  the  Wars  of  ATew-EnglaMd  with  the  Emsterm 
Indians  [1703-1725].     Boston,  1726. —  Reprinted,  1859. 

Robert  Proud,  The  History  of  Pennsylvania,  in  North  America  [1681-1742]. 
2  vols.  Philadelphia,  1707-1798.  — Proud  was  a  Quaker  who  came  to 
Pennsylvania  in  J  759.  Toe  book  was  written  from  1778  to  1780.  —  See 
below,  No.  31. 

David  Rarasav,  The  History  of  the  American  Revolution.  2  vols.  Phila- 
delphia, 1789.  —  Ramsay  was  a  member  of  Congress  in  1782.  1783,  1785- 
1786,  and  used  the  documentary  material  of  that  body.  His  work  has 
many  merits.  —  See  below,  No.  220. 

David  Ramsay,  The  History  of  South-Carolina^  from  its  First  Settlement 
in  1670,  to  the  Year  1808.    2  vols.    Charieston,  1809. 

Samuel  Smith,  The  History  of  the  Colony  of  Nova-Casaria^  or  New-fersey. 
Buriington,  N.  J.,  1765. 

William  Smith,  The  History  of  the  late  Ih-oinnce  of  New-York^  from  its  Dis- 
covery ^  to  .  .  .  1762.  2  vols.  (New  York  Historical  Society,  Collections^ 
IV-V.)  New  York,  1829- 1830.— With  documents.  Smith  lived  in  New 
York  from  his  birth  in  1728  to  hia  departure  as  a  loyalist  exile  in  1783. 
Volume  II  (1736-1762)  is  therefore  contemporary. 

C.  Stedman,  The  History  of  the  Ori^n^  Progress^  and  Termination  of  the 
American  War.  2  vols.  London,  1794.  — Really  by  William  Thomson. 
A  British  view. 

Mercy  Warren,  History  of  the  Rise,,  Progress^  and  Termination  of  the  Amer- 
ican Revolution.  ItUerspersed  with  Biographical^  Political  and  Moral  Re- 
flections.  3  vols.  Boston,  1805.  —  Mrs.  Warren  was  the  sister  of  James 
Otis.  Her  work  shows  spirit  and  intelligence)  though  it  is  expressed  in  a 
pedantic  fashion. 

PUBLIC    RECORDS   AND   SPECIAL   COLLECTIONS 

Upon  the  varieties  and  uses  of  public  records  a  discussion  appears 
above  (No.  3).  Here  is  a  brief  Hst  of  some  of  the  most  important  col- 
lections. Most  of  them  may  be  had,  either  from  the  state  or  society 
publishing  them,  or  at  second  hand.  Single  volumes  or  partial  sets  are 
often  available.  A  long  list  of  such  works  may  be  found  in  Channing 
and  Hart,  Guide,  §  29.  In  many  cases,  parts  of  records  are  printed  in 
the  collections  or  proceedings  of  state  historical  societies  (see  No.  5 
above). 
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Boston,  Reports  of  the  Record  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Boston.     (Edited  1 
by  William  Henry  Whitmore  and  William  S.  Appleton.)  27  vols.     1876- 
1896.  —  Contains   records   of   Boston,   Dorchester,  Roxbury,  the  Boston  I 
Selectmen's  Minutes,  etc.     The  most  important  single  set  of  town  records. 

Canada,  Reports  on  Canadian  Archives.  (By  Douglas  Bi^'mner,  archivist.) 
15  vols.     Ottawa,  1 881 -1896.  —  Very  valuable,  and  stili  in  progress.  J 

Concord,  N.  H.,  Concord  Town  Records  [1732-1820J-     Concord,  1894. 

Connecticut,  The  Public  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  [1636-1776], 
(Compiled  by  James  Hammond  Trumbull  and  Charles  J .  Hoadly.)  1 5  vols. 
Hartford,  1850-1890. 

Elast  Hampton,  Records  of  the  Town  of  East- Hampton^  Ljo^g  Island.  4  vols. 
Sag-Harbor,  1887-1889. 

\^o\x\s\aM2^  Historical  Collections  of  Louisiana.  (Edited  by  Benjamin  Franklin 
French.)  5  vols.  New  York,  1846-1853.  Second  Series,  2  vols..  New 
York,  1869-1875.  —  Covers  the  French  relations  in  the  southwest. 

W2LX^\^XiA^  Archives  of  Maryland  \\^yf>-xT]'f\.  (Edited  by  William  Hand 
Browne.)     16  vols.     Baltiinore,  1883-1897. 

New  Hampshire,  Records  [1623- 1800].  (Compiled  by  Nathaniel  Bouton, 
Isaac  W-  Hammond,  and  Albert  S.  Batchellor.)  27  vols.  Concord,  etc., 
1867-1896. 

New  York,  Documents  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State  of  New- 
York.  (Edited  by  Edmund  Bailey  O'Callaghan  and  Berthold  Fernow.) 
15  vols.  Albany,  1856-1887. —  One  of  the  best  sets  ever  published  on 
colonial  history ;  includes  documents  of  all  kinds,  conveniently  arranged, 
printed,  and  indexed;  valuable  on  all  the  colonies.  It  may  readily  be 
bought  at  from  $10  to  %2Q  a  set. 

Pennsylvania,  Colonial  Records  [1683-1790].  16  vols.  Philadelphia,  1852- 
1S53.  —  Pennsylvania  Archives  [1664-1790].  (Compiled  by  Samuel 
Hazard.)  12  vols.  Philadelphia,  1852-1856.  —  Pennsylvania  Archives^ 
Second  Series.  (Edited  by  John  B.  Linn  and  William  H.  Egle.)  19 
vols.     Harrisburg,  1874-1890. 

Rhode  Island.  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Planta- 
tions in  New  England.  (Compiled  by  John  Russell  Bartlett.)  10  vols. 
Providence,  1 856-1 865. 

South  Carolina,  Historical  Collections  of  South  Carolina  [1492-1776T.  (Com- 
piled by  B.  R.  Carroll.)  2  vols,  New  York,  1836.  — Many  interesting 
papers  on  the  south. 

Virginia,  The  Statutes-at-Laree,  being  a  Collection  of  all  the  Laws  of  Virginia 
[1619-1792].  (Compiled  iDy  William  Waller  Hening.)  13  vols.  Phila- 
delphia and  New  York,  1823.  —  Perhaps  the  most  important  set  of  colonial 
statutes  printed. 

Worcester,  Mass.,  The  Records  of  M'orcesier.  (Edited  by  Franklin  Pierce 
Rice.)     (Worcester  Society  of  Antiquity,  Collections,  Vols.  1-XIV.) 
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JOURNALS,  MEMOIRS,  AND  REMINISCENCES 

Id  addition  to  the  works  from  whkb  extracts  are  taken  for  tiiis  vol- 
ume, and  the  titles  of  which  appear  at  the  ends  of  the  pieces  (for  an 
enumeration,  see  No.  3  above),  the  following  may  be  mentioned :  — 

Thomas  Anburey,  Travth  through  tht  Intirior  Parts  of  America  [1776-1781]. 

3  vols.     Ia)naoi),  171^9. 

William  Bartram,  Travtls  through  North  and  South  Carolina^  Georgia,  East 
and  W'tst  thrida  .  .  .  [1773-1778].    Philadelphia,  1 791. 

Anne  Clrant,  Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady:  with  Sketches  of  Manners 
and  Scenes  in  America,  as  they  masted  previous  to  the  Revolution,  (Edited 
by  James  tirant  Wilson. )    Albany,  1876.  —  Also  earlier  editions. 

Thomas  Hutchinson,  The  Diary  ami  Letters  of  His  ExceUency,  Captain-Gen- 
eral and  Goveruor-in-Chief  of  His  Late  Afajest/s  Province  of  Massa- 
ihuseits  Buy  J  in  North  America.  (Compiled  by  Peter  Orlando  Hutchinson.) 
2  vols.     HostQU,  1884-1886. 

t  h^rles  Lee,  .Memoirs.  ...  Ti»  which  are  added  his  Political  and  Military 
Essays  also.  Letters  /a,  and  from  many  distinguished  Characters,  both  in 
Europe  and  America.    (Edited  by  Edward  Langworthy.)    London,  1792. 

Christopher  Marshall,  Extracts  from  the  Diary  .  .  .  kept  in  Philadelphia  and 
LaucasUr,  iiuring  the  .-imerican  Revolution  [1774-17S1].  (Edited  by 
WUUam  Uuane.>    .Albany,  1877. 

Keturn  Jouathaa  Meigs,  A  Journal  of  Occurrences  which  hafpemed ,  .  .  in  the 
DetacAuicut  commiuuted  by  Cornel  Benedictine  Arnold.  .  .  .  (No  place, 
no  date  > 

^.Jouverneur  Morris  The  Diary  and  Liters  of  Gouvemetur  Morris^  JUhaster 
Iff  the  United  States  to  France ;  Member  of  the  ConstitHtumal  Conventum, 
etc.    ^Edited  by  .\ime  C  .Morris. )     2  vols.     New  York,  i888. 

Count  de  Kochambeou,  Memoirs  .  .  .  relative  to  the  U-'ar  of  /ndepemitmce  of 
the  UnUed States.     (^Translated  by  M- W.  E.  Wright.)     Paris»  1838. 

Robert  Rogers,  y«»«r/«a<>  .  .  .  <:otaaimng  an  .Account  of  the  several  Exnrmms 
he  made  unJer  tite  Generals  vm  commanded  upon  the  CiMtinent  of  Xortk 
Auterua  during  the  late  War.     London,  1765. 

Tench  Tilghmon,  .\iemoir  .  .  .  together  with  an  .Appendix.,  amtaimng 
RevoisitOHury  Jaurnuis  and  Letters^  hitherto  unpublished.     .Albany,  1876. 

Elkaiuh  W.iUozu  Men  and  Times  of  the  Revolution :  or,  .Hemoirs  .  .  .  tn^ 

■.i\t::MX    'j:i/Hizis  .</'  TruvcLs  :n  Europe  and  .America,  from  1777  to  1&42. 

Nev^  Ywk.  liijo. 
Ceori^e  WKitenvld* ,  Vi^N*/*'  jf  a   I'oyag*  from  London  to  SavannaJk  'Dec. 

2^K  1737  .May  7th,  ijiS..^     Loodon.  17 }<^.  —  .Also  oiber  editione». 
h.i\ij.  W'Akiiuoiu  Ittit'j^  .       UuriHjitke  /uva^toH  umJ  .^lossessufn  ,f  Charies- 

stKUfif^'-  ^  ■  '^  '^^  J^rUuA  :m  the  RetMUucu/naey  War.     (Edited  by  Caruiine 

GiUuan.^     Nevw  York.  1*39. 
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COLLECTED    WORKS    OF    PUBLIC    MEN 

Besides  the  authors  frora  whom  extracts  are  taken  for  this  work  (sec 
No.  3  above),  the  following  are  important :  — 

George  Chalmers,  Opinions  of  Eminent  Lawyers  on  various  points  of  English 
Jurisprudence^  chiefly  concerning  (he  Colonies,  Fisheries,  and  Comwerce^  of 
Great  Britain.  2  vols.  London,  1814.  —  Reprinted,  1  vol.,  Burlington, 
1858. 

Charles,  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Correspondence.  (Edited  by  Charles  Ross.) 
3  vols.     London,  1859. 

Silas  Deane,  Papers  (New  York  Historical  Society,  Collections  for  the  years 
1886-1890).  5  vols.  New  York,  1 887-1891.  —  Includes  much  previously 
unpublished  matter. 

Charles  James  Fox,  Memorials  and  Correspondence,  (Edited  by  Lord  John 
Russell.)     3  vols.     London,  1853-1854. 

Philip  Freneau,  Poems  written  and  published  during  the  American  Revolu- 
tionary War.     2  vols.     Philadelphiat  1809.  —  Also  other  editions. 

John  Jay,  Correspondence  and  Public  Papers.  (Edited  by  Henry  P,  John- 
ston.)   4  vols.    New  York,  1890-1893. 

William  Pitt.  Earl  of  Chatham,  Correspondence.  (Edited  by  William  Stanhope 
Taylor,  and  Captain  John  Henry  Pringle.)     4  vols.     London.  1838-1840. 

John  Wit herspoon,  llWks.  4  vols.  New  York,  1800- 1801.  —  Also  9  vols., 
Edinburgh,  1804- 1805. 


BIOGRAPHIES    CONTAINING    SOURCES 

[John  Almon]»  Anecdotes  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  Hon.  H'ilh'am  Pitt^  Earl  of 
Chatham.     Sixth  edition.     3  vols.     London,  1797. 

James  Trecothick  Austin,  The  Life  of  Elbridge  Gerry.  With  Contemporary 
Utters.  2  parts.  Boston,  1828-1829,  — Part  I  extends  to  the  dose  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Eben  Edwards  Beardsley,  iJfe  and  Correspcfndence  of  the  Right  Reverend 
Samuel  Seabury^  D.D.     Boston,  1881. 

Edward  Barrington  de  Fonblanque,  Political  and  Afilitary  Episodes  derived 
from  the  Life  and  Correspondence  of  John  Burgoyne.     London,  1 876. 

George  Washington  Greene,  The  Life  of  Nathanael  Greene.  3  vols.  New 
York,  1S67-1871. 

James  Kendall  Hosmer,  The  Life  of  Thomas  Hutchinson^  Royal  Governor  of ' 
the  Province  of  Massachusetts  Bay.     Boston,  1896. 

Robert  Henry  Lee,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  Richard  Henry  l^e.  2  vols. 
Philadelphia,  1825. 

Alexander  Slidell  Mackenzie,  Life  of  Paul  Jones.    2  vols.     Boston,  1841. 
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John  Marshall.  The  Life  of  George  Waikin/^on.  5  vols.  Philadelphia,  1804- 
1807.—  Also  an  abridged  edition  in  2  vols.,  1832. 

Josiah  Quincy,  Memoir  of  the  Life  of  fosiah  Qtiincy^  Junior,  of  Afassachu- 
ietti  Bay  [1744-1775].     (Edited  by  Elira  Susan  Quincy.)     Boston,  1875. 

—  Also  other  editions. 

Kate  Mason  Kovviand,  Tki  Life  of  George  Mason  [1725-1792]-  2  vols. 
New  York,  1892. 

Charles  Janeway  Stillif,  The  Life  ami  Times  of  John  Dickinson  [1732-1808]. 
(Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Afemoirs^\o\.  Xlll.)    Philadelphia,  1891. 

—  Also  printed  separately. 

Charles  Jane  way  Stills,  Major-General  Anthony  Wayne  andthe  Pennsylvania 
Line  in  the  Continental  Army.     Philadelphia,  1893. 

Charlemagne  Tower,  Jr.,  The  Marquis  tie  La  Fayette  in  the  American  Revolu- 
tion.    2  vols.     Philadelphia,  1895. 

George  Tucker,  The  Life  of  Thomas  Jefferson  .  .  .  with  Parts  of  his  Corre- 
spondence never  before  published.     2  vols.     Philadelphia,  1837. 

William  Tudor,  The  Life  of  James  Otis.     Boston,  1823. 

Henry  Cruger  Van  Schaack,  The  Life  of  Peter  Van  ScAaaik,     New  York,  1842. 

V/ilWixnV'xncentWclh,  The  Life  and  Public  Ser:nles  of  Samuel  Adams.  .  .  . 
li'tth  Lxiracts  from  hts  Correspondence.  State  Papers,  and  Political Ej says. 
3  vols.     Boston,  1865. 

Barrett  Wendell,  Life  of  Cotton  Mather  tkt  Puritan  Priest.  (Makers  of 
America  Series.)     New  York,  1891. 

A    GOOD   COLLECTION   OP   SOURCES  ON   THE    PERIOD    1689-I783 

Out  of  the  books  enumerated  above,  and  other  works,  a  few  may  be 
selected.  Most  of  the  exact  titles  appear  in  the  above  lists,  or  in  the 
foot-notes  to  the  pieces  below,  if  not  otherwise  indicated.  The  books 
out  of  print  may  be  found  through  a  dealer  in  secondhand  books.  An 
asterisk  (•)  indicates  the  most  useful  books  for  a  small  library. 

John  Adams,  Works.    (10  vols.) 

*Joha  Adams  and  Abigail  Adams,  Familiar  Lttttrs. 

American  Hiitory  Leaflets.     (30  nos.) 

Thomas  Anburey,  Travels.     (2  vols.) 

William  Bradford,  Life  and  Correspcndenct  of  Joseph  Reed.     (2  vols.) 

Edmund  Burke,  Account  of  the  European  Settlements.     (2  vols.) 

•Andrew  Burnaby,  Travels. 
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B   R.  Carroll,  Historical  Collections  of  South  Carolina.     (2  vols.) 

*  Correspondence  of  the  American  Revolution,     (Sparks,  4  vols.) 
Samuel  Q\xrNtXi^fournal  and  Letters. 

John  Dickinson,  Writings.     (2  vols.) 

Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  fers^.     (19  vols.) 

^Documents  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New-York.     (Vols.  IV-VIII, 
X,  XI.) 

William  Douglass,  Summary.     (2  vols.) 

^Benjamin  Franklin,  Works.    (Sparks  and  Bigelow,  10  vols.) 

Alexander  Graydon,  Memoirs. 

William  Heath,  Memoirs. 

Francis  Hopkinson,  Miscellaneous  Essays.     (3  vols.) 

Gilbert  Imlay,  Topographical  Description. 

Peter  Kalm,  Travels.    (2  editions.) 

Maryland  Archives.     (16  vols.) 

Cotton  Mather,  Magnalia. 

•Frank  Moore,  Diary  of  the  Revolution.     (2  vols.) 

New  Hampshire  Records.     (27  vols.) 

•Hezekiah  Niles,  Principles  and  Acts  of  the  Revolution* 

Old  South  Leaflets.     (75  nos.,  or  3  vols.) 

Thomas  Paine,  Writings.     (Several  editions.) 

Thomas  Pownall,  Administration  of  the  Colonies. 

William  Pynchon,  Diary. 

Madame  Riedesel,  Letters  and  Memoirs.     (2  editions.) 

Samuel  Sewall,  Diary.     (3  vols.) 

Stedman  and  Hutchinson,  Library  of  American  Literature.     (Vols.  II-III.) 

W.  L.  Stone,  Letters  of  Brunswick  and  Hessian  Officers.  * 

James  Thacher,  Military  four  nal. 

*  Town  records  of  Boston  or  Providence  or  Worcester. 
John  Trumbull,  Autobiography. 

♦George  Washington,  Writings.     (Sparks,  12  vols.) 

Barrett  Wendell,  Cotton  Mather. 

Francis  Wharton,  Revolutionary  Diplomatic  Correspondence,     (6  vols.) 

John  VJooivcoiTijfournal. 


CHAPTER    II— USE   OF   SOURCES 

How  to  find  Sources  on  the  Colonies  and  the 
Revolution 


TO  the  accumulating  mass  of  original  material  there  was  till  a  few 
years  ago  no  general  guide.  The  historians  writing  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century  used  what  they  could  find.  The  second  group  of 
American  historians,  headetl  by  George  Bancroft,  Jared  Sparks,  and 
Francis  Park  man,  made  elaborate  collections  of  transcripts  of  docu- 
ments. Winsor,  Lecky/fyler,  Weeden,  Fiske,  and  others  of  the  present 
school  of  historians  have  liUerally  used  the  printed  records  and  may  be 
tracked  through  their  foot-notes. 

There  are  three  methods  of  reaching  the  sources  which  bear  on  colo- 
nial and  revohitionary  history.  First,  and  most  convenient  for  a  quick 
search  to  verily  a  particular  point,  are  the  elaborate  foot-notes  in  general 
or  local  histories.  .\  list  of  sen'iceable  secondary  works  will  be  found 
below  (No.  15).  Most  important  for  this  purpose  are  R.  Frothingham, 
Ris^  of  thf  Republic t  J.  CI.  Palfrey,  History  of  Netv  Eftglam/:  George 
Bancroft,  History  of  the  United  States  (original  edition)  ;  \V.  B.  Weeden, 
Economic  and  Si'ciai  History ;  M.  C.  Tyler,  History  of  American  Lit- 
erature and  Literary  History  of  the  Rero/ution.  Most  of  such  books  con* 
tain  a  bibliography  of  the  books  cited.  In  the  monographs  on  colonial 
history  and  institutions,  especially  in  the  Johns  Hopkins  Unit^ersity 
Studies,  will  also  be  found  reliable  fool-notes. 

The  second  method  is  through  the  catalogues  of  libraries  containing 
valuable  collections.  The  most  important  are  those  of  the  Boston 
Public  Library  {Bates  Hail)  and  Supplement:  Boston  Athenaeum; 
Peabody  lastitute  (Baltimore)  ;  and  the  card  catalogue  of  the  Harvard 
College  Library.  The  catalogues  of  the  state  libraries  aiKi  state  his- 
torical societies  are  also  sijmetinies  valuable. 

The  third  method  is  through  special  bibliographies  of  the  subject. 
Most  elaborate  is  Joseph  Sabin's  Dictionary  of  Books  relating  to  America 
(19  vols.,  New  York,  1868-1S91 ),  which  is  an  attempt  to  give  the  titles 


JL 


No.  7] 


Guides 


aj 


(alphabetically  by  authors)  of  all  the  books  printed  on  America  up  to 
1867,  with  many  references  to  the  libraries  in  which  particular  rarities 
are  found.  When  completed,  the  work  is  to  have  an  index  by  subjects ; 
it  includes  no  estimate  of  the  value  of  books  mentioned.  The  most 
remarkable  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of  sources  are  Justin  Winsor's 
Memorial  History  of  Boston  (4  vols.,  Boston,  1880-1881),  Reader's 
Handbook  of  the  American  Revolution  (Boston,  1880),  and  Narrative 
and  Critical  History  of  America  (8  vols.,  Boston,  1886-1889).  This 
last  work,  a  monument  of  learning  and  well-directed  industry,  devotes 
eight  large  volumes  to  narrative  accounts  and  to  critical  statements  as 
to  the  bearing  and  value  of  authorities,  both  original  and  secondary ; 
and  it  makes  frequent  mention  of  libraries  in  which  the  books  are  to  be 
found.  It  is  invaluable  to  the  student  of  sources,  for  it  searches  out 
and  discriminates  between  editions,  it  mentions  reprints,  and  it  is 
arranged  in  a  convenient  method,  and  is  indexed. 

The  most  recent  book  (in  which  the  authors  acknowledge  the  help 
they  have  gained  from  Winsor)  is  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide  to  the 
Study  of  American  History  (New  York,  1896).  This  is  a  brief  work, 
covering  in  500  small  pages  the  field  of  Winsor's  volumes,  and  extend- 
ing on  down  to  1865  ;  the  sources  mentioned  are  selected  out  of  the 
confused  mass  of  available  material  and  are  arranged  in  successive  para- 
graphs. In  Part  I  are  various  classified  lists,  chiefly  of  sources;  and 
under  each  of  the  topical  headings  is  a  special  selection  of  sources. 

With  these  and  similar  aids,  students  who  have  the  use  of  a  large 
library  may  go  directly  to  the  sources  most  important  for  their  pur- 
pose. There  is  also  a  special  guide  to  the  voluminous  colleciions  of  the 
state  historical  societies,  viz.,  A.  P,  C.  Griffin,  Biidiography  of  American 
Historical  Societies^  republished  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Amencan 
Historical  Association^  1895  ;  also  a  selected  list  in  Channing  and  Hart, 
Guide,  §  31.  Colonial  records  are  enumerated  in  the  Guide ^  §  29; 
some  of  them  are  enumerated  above  (No.  6). 

To  locate  a  particular  book  in  a  library  is  often  a  matter  of  patience 
and  dexterity.  The  first  thing  is  to  get  the  exact  title  from  the  cata- 
logue or  from  some  other  printed  list,  and  to  be  sure  that  there  is  no 
confusion  of  editions.  A  critical  reprint  is  a  help  in  understanding  the 
bearing  of  the  source,  and  Winsor  is  an  unfailing  aid  on  critical  points. 
The  first  authoritative  edition  of  a  source  is  usually  to  be  preferred. 

In  making  notes  and  citing  references,  the  rule  is  absolute  that  every 
extract  which  is  in  the  words  of  the  author  should  be  set  off  by  quota- 
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tJon  marks  ;  and  that  all  omissions  within  such  a  quoted  extract  should 
be  shown  by  points  or  stars  (  .  .  .  •  •  •  ).  Exact  dates  should  be 
noted,  with  especial  observance  of  the  fact  that  dates  between  January  i 
anil  March  25  fall  in  one  year  in  "  Old  Style  "  reckoning,  and  in  the 
following  year  in  "New  Style."  In  1752  England  accepted  the  new 
calendar  ;  hence  all  later  dates  are  in  **  New  Style."  In  old  documents, 
since  March  is  the  first  month,  September  is  the  seventh  (as  the  name 
suggests),  and  December  is  the  tenth.  A  common  precaution  (some- 
times found  in  the  original)  is  to  give  both  years:  as  Febroary  1,  lyf^ 
(sec  No.  21  below). 


8.    Use  of  Sources  by  Teachers 

OF  the  three  offices  of  sources  in  teaching,  —  supplying  material, 
ftirnishtng  illustration,  and  giving  insight  into  the  spirit  of  the 
times,  —  alt  are  important.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  any  but  the 
most  highly-trained  specialist  will  found  all  or  his  chief  knowledge  of 
history  on  sources  ;  but  parts  of  the  field  may  thus  be  underlaid  by 
actual  contact  with  the  material  For  example,  such  topics  as  the 
witchcraft  delusion  (Nos.  16-18),  the  founding  of  Georgia  (ch.  vi),  the 
expulsion  of  the  French  from  North  America  (ch.  xx),  or  the  naval 
warfare  of  the  Revolution  (Nos.  177,  194,  204),  may  be  readily  worketi 
up  from  the  narratives  of  the  time  ;  indeed,  even  such  a  limited  collection 
as  this  volume  contains  throws  light  upon  them. 

For  illustrations  and  additions  to  the  text*book  in  class  work,  teachers 
will  find  some  use  of  the  sources  enlivening  and  interesting  to  the  pupiL 
For  example,  Washington's  quest  of  Palatines  (No.  108)  shows  how  the 
labor  system  of  the  colonies  troubled  practical  men.  Chastellux  and 
Steuben  (Nos.  176,  202)  bring  out  the  merits  of  the  American  army. 
Story  and  Wesley  (Nos.  98,  99)  show  how  other  churches  began  to  rise 
side  by  side  with  the  Episcopal  and  Congregational.  Brief  extracts  from 
such  originals,  or  paraphrases  of  the  narrative  recounted  to  the  class, 
will  serve  to  rivet  the  more  general  events  in  the  minds  of  the  pupils. 

Perhaps  the  most  important  service  which  sources  perform  for  the 
teacher  is  to  fill  his  mind, — and  through  him  the  pupil's  mind,  —  with 
the  real  spirit  of  the  age  described.  Franklin  (No.  81)  was  a  man 
writmg  to  fellow-men,  ami  while  reading  we  cannot  help  sharing  his 
experiences.     The  records  of  the  Providence  town-meeting  (No.  78) 
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bring  out  the  multifariousness  of  Rhode  Island  interests.  The  gossip 
of  William  Pynchon  (No.  208)  is  a  sample  of  the  daily  table-talk  of  his 
generation.  Petlit  (No.  61)  lets  us  into  the  details  of  local  poUtics  in 
1764;  Madame  Knight  (No.  80)  infiist-s  into  her  readers  her  own 
cheerful  and  indomitable  nature  ;  Doddridge  (No.  136)  shows  us  the 
hardship  and  grimness  of  the  frontier  life,  which  was  the  lot  of  many 
Americans  ;  and  the  fate  of  the  loyalists  may  be  read  in  the  plaints  of 
Samuel  Curwen  in  England  (No.  169),  Contact  with  the  sources  has 
some  of  the  effects  of  visiting  the  scenes,  in  the  way  of  leaving  in  the 
mind  a  clear-cut  impression. 

Sources  will  therefore  bear  reading  several  or  many  times,  so  that  the 
mind  may  be  permeated  with  them.  The  teacher  cannot  be  too  familiar 
with  the  controversies  over  the  settlement  of  Georgia  (Nos.  39-44)  ; 
with  the  character  of  colonial  assemblies  (Nos.  61-68)  ;  with  the  argu- 
ments pro  and  con  in  regard  to  the  Revolution  (Nos.  131,  138,  141, 
142,  146,  147,  155,  156,  157)  ;  with  the  favorable  views  of  the  American 
army  held  by  foreign  observers  (Nos.  172,  176,  202,  214)  j  with  the 
argument  for  independence  (No.  186).  Of  course  the  teacher  will  also 
use  connecting  secondary  matter,  so  as  to  show  how  one  event  follows 
another,  and  what  is  the  relation  between  events  (see  No.  14  below). 

Some  very  siiccessfiil  teachers  deliberately  choose  what  may  be  called 
the  episodic  method,  especially  with  young  classes  :  they  present  a  series 
of  intellectual  pictures  of  successive  stirring  events,  without  trying  to 
make  a  complete  narrative.  Such  a  method  has  much  to  commend  it, 
and  is  aided  by  the  use  of  brief  selected  sources. 


b- 


9.    Use  of  Sources  by  Pupils 


'/^NE  of  the  main  objects  of  this  work  is  to  bring  together  in  conven- 
V^  lent  form  a  body  of  material  suitable  for  use  by  pupils,  even  though 
immature.  Hence,  pieces  have  been  selected  which  have  an  interest  in 
themselves,  though  taken  out  of  their  connection  ;  and  there  has  been 
care  to  exclude  numerous  passages  which  are  suitable  enough  for  older 
students,  but  which  are  too  strong  and  plain-spoken  for  chililren. 
Pupils  cannot  be  expected  to  found  their  knowledge  of  history  on 
sources,  because  they  have  not  the  judgment  to  distinguish  between  the 
different  kinds  of  material ;  but  it  is  believed  that  the  use  of  such  a  col- 
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lection  as  this,  —  or  of  such  parts  of  it  as  there  may  be  time  to  read,  — 
will  fix  many  of  the  most  important  events  and  tendencies  mentioned  in 
the  text-book.  For  example,  no  second-hand  account  of  the  Indians 
can  compare  in  **  holding  power  "  with  the  narratives  of  Adair  and  Carver 
(Nos.  113,  116). 

Perhaps  the  principal  value  of  the  educational  side  of  sources  for 
pupils  lies  in  the  aid  which  such  material  gives  to  intelligent  topical 
work  and  to  the  preparation  of  "  special  reports.'*  Of  course,  many  of 
the  advantages  of  topical  study  (which  is  discussed  at  large  in  Channing 
and  Hart,  GutWe  to  American  History ^  §§67,  68)  may  be  had  from  the 
use  of  good  secondary  books,  new  to  the  user ;  but  such  work  does  not 
teach  the  most  important  lesson  of  all,  —  that  history  is  the  search  for 
truth,  and  that  truth  must  depend  on  the  ultimate  sources.  No  pupil, 
by  the  use  of  this  volume  or  of  any  other  collection,  can  overset  a  con- 
clusion of  Parkman's ;  but  he  may  learn  that  Parkman's  greatness  lies 
in  his  graphic  and  effective  grouping  of  what  he  learned  from  sources. 

A  topic  prepared  with  access  to  sources  is  therefore  to  the  pupil's 
mind  a  creation,  or  rather  a  building  up  from  materials  known  to  be 
sound ;  it  is  an  exercise  in  the  kind  of  work  which  every  historian  must 
do,  but  which,  in  an  elementary  form,  may  be  done  by  any  young  beginner 
in  the  subject.  It  often  may  stimulate  the  pupil  to  learn  more  about  the 
picturesque  men  whose  narratives  he  reads,  —  about  the  wjtches,  who 
acted  so  like  poor,  tormented,  innocent  people  (Nos.  t6,  17),  and  the 
jaunty  travellers,  Thomas  and  Castelman  and  Byrd  (Nos.  25,  28,  82). 
It  is  therefore  natural  that  the  requirements  in  history  for  entrance  to 
college,  drawn  up  by  a  conference  at  Columbia  University  in  February, 
1 896,  suggest  sources  as  a  part  of  the  pupil's  material ;  and  that  the 
American  Historical  Association  also  favors  that  method  for  "vitaliza- 
tion  "  of  the  study. 

As  extracts  for  reading,  many  of  the  pieces  in  this  volume  have 
unique  value.  The  language  of  the  eighteenth  century  differs  little  from 
that  of  our  own  time ;  but  there  is  a  delightful  freshness  and  vigor  in 
such  writers  as  Neal  (No.  20),  Goelet  (No.  23),  Beverly  (No.  33), 
Wise  (No.  47),  Eliza  Lucas  (No.  83),  Wesley  (No.  99),  Adair  (No. 
113),  Knox  (No.  129),  Pausch  (No.  179),  and  Greene  (No.  212). 

To  sum  up  briefly :  the  pupil  may  get  a  foot-hold  in  the  world  of 
colonial  thought  by  reading  properly-chosen  and  related  extracts  from 
sources ;  he  may  get  a  peculiar  and  valuable  training  by  working  out 
some  particular  point.    For  instance,  a  very  good  exercise  might  be  to 
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work  up,  from  the  material  in  this  volume,  the  condition  of  slaves,  or  of 
colonial  schools  ;  or  the  dealings  of  the  colonists  with  Indians ;  or  the 
methods  of  raising  troops  for  the  Revolution;  or  the  early  American 
navy. 


lo.    Use  of  Sources  by  Students  and  Investigators 


Two  theories  of  historical  teaching  contest  for  the  field  of  educa- 
lion  through  historj'  :  the  first,  or  English  method,  aims  to  ground 
students  in  wc It-chosen  secondary  books,  which  they  are  to  read,  assimi- 
late, and  compare,  and  the  divergences  between  which  they  must  note, 
though  they  have  not  the  means  to  reconcile  them.  Even  in  English 
universities  only  the  most  highly-specialized  historical  students  use 
sources  as  an  essential  part  of  their  study  and  training. 

The  opposing  method  expects  some  knowledge  of  the  original  mate- 
rial. The  student's  work  is  based  upon  some  rather  brief  test- book  or 
combination  of  books,  but  from  all  students  collateral  use  of  sources 
IS  required.  The  English  methoti  may  be  compared  to  an  orderly  ship 
canal,  going  straight  to  the  enil,  with  an  ascertained  depth  of  water,  but 
always  shallow  and  confine<l  :  the  other  method,  to  a  natural  river, 
abounding  in  deep  pools,  and  joined  by  a  multitude  of  branches  which 
one  cannot  explore,  with  many  unfordable  places,  but  winding  among 
human  habitations,  and  giving  glimpses  of  human  life. 

To  facilitate  study  through  sources,  a  variety  of  written  exercises  have 
been  devised,  for  which  students  gather  and  compare  original  evidence  on 
important  points.  The  merits  of  this  system  have  been  set  forth  above 
(Nos,  8,  9).  Though  applicable  at  all  ages,  the  use  of  sources  becomes 
more  and  more  valuable,  however,  as  the  student  advances  ;  and  when  he 
reaches  the  highest  stage  of  the  student's  work,  —  the  preparation  of  ma- 
terials for  a  thorough -going  account  of  some  episode  or  period,  —  sources 
arc  the  reservoirs  from  which  he  must  draw  most  of  his  knowledge. 

Such  a  collection  as  this  Ixjok  contains  may  serve  as  a  beginning  to  the 
ambitious  student  ;  but  it  will  have  accomplished  less  than  its  design  if  it 
do  not  lead  him  to  wish  for  the  full  texts  from  which  these  extracts  are 
taken,  for  additional  information  on  some  one  question  which  interests 
him,  and  for  that  acquaintance  with  original  material  and  the  methods  of 
using  It  which  gives  a  studt-nt  at  once  :in  insight  into  past  times  and  a 
power  to  reproduce  them  before  the  minds  of  his  readers. 
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Former  historians  have  had  to  collect  and  organize  their  material  in 
painful  and  expensive  fashion.  Jared  Sparks  an- 1  Francis  Parkman 
each  accumulated  a  costly  set  of  transcripts  of  manuscripts.  For  future 
historians,  much  of  the  most  valuable  material  is  now  in  print ;  and  though 
DO  one  will  ever  again  set  himself  to  George  Bancroft's  task  of  writing  a 
general  history  of  the  United  States  entirely  from  sources,  the  special 
wotks  which  are  to  be  the  foundation  of  new  views  must  rest  wholly  on 
such  materials.  .Although  large  collections  of  printed  sources  are  now 
arailalde,  many  of  them  have  not  yet  been  examined  by  competent 
writers,  and  discoveries  of  great  importance  are  still  to  be  made  by  the 
infTcstigator.  For  example,  the  manuscript  of  Boudinot's  valuable  remi- 
(Na  I  So)  had  not  been  printed  till  1S96. 


II.    Use  of  Sources  bv  Readers 


F\K  the  numerous  class  of  persons  who  have  noC  the  opportunity  to 
be  stodents,  or  the  incUnation  to  investigate,  sources  are  useful  by 
way  of  arotisiitg  the  imagination  and  filling  up  the  sketch  made  by  the 
secondaiy  writer.  All  that  has  been  said  about  the  usefulness  of  materials 
for  the  taxha  and  pupil  applies  e<}ajdly  to  the  self-Uught.  Sources 
akme  are  one-saded,  because  they  lack  perspective  and  comparison  of 
K%w5,  and  because  they  lea\'e  great  gaps.  Secondary  works  alone  are  also 
one-skied,  because  they  tell  us  about  people,  instead  of  letting  the  people 
tell  OS  about  themselves,  lite  ideal  method  is  to  read  a  brief  sketch  of 
rokmiai  lustoiy,  such  as  Processor  Fishcfs  C^i^mta/  £rw :  then  some 
flkntrative  esmacts  fit>m  sources ;  then  a  fuller  work  Vke  that  of  Park- 
nan  or  Kkc  John  Fiske*s  books»  with  a  \»rgex  coUatcnl  use  of  sources. 
Upoo  tihe  general  sabfect  of  home  stiidy  of  Amerkaa  lustory,  Oianning 
ind  Halt  hare  a  discussaon  in  the  Gmuir  A>  ^ men*  mm  HistMj,  $  13. 

Among  the  reprints  in  this  book  likely  to  be  most  imeresixDg  to  read- 
efs  arc  the  witches*  testinKNiy  (Na  t?)  ;  Godet  on  Boston  <Nos.  23, 
S4) ;  Gabriel  Tbomisofn  Feusylvuim  (Now  15)  ;  Eunkabyon  New  York 
(No.  32) ;  EfiaaLocns  on  OuQliiiia(Noa.^,  S3)  ;  the sbrety  question  in 
G«orgU  (No.  4t)  ;  Dongktt  on  cotonial  forefament  (No.  50)  ;  Qinton 
on  a  goiveitior**  perqnisiies  (N<*.  57)  ;  Morris^  veto  ( No.  65)  ;  Zei^r  on 
lus  prosecution  (No.  71) ;  PtovideiK'*  town^aneettng  (No,  78) ;  extracts 
from  Franktta^  aatobiogiiplky  (No^  <i)  \  «  pten  %m  protective  duties 
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(No.  86)  ;  Ames's  college  diary  (No.  95)  ;  Wesley's  journal  (No.  99)  ; 
Woolman's  journal  (No.  106)  ;  Colden  on  the  fiir  trade  (No.  ixx)  j 
Adair  on  the  Indians  (No.  113) ;  Knox  on  Quebec  (No.  129) ;  Dod- 
dridge on  the  West  (No.  136)  ;  Franklin's  examination  (No.  143)  ; 
Andrews's  account  of  the  Tea- Party  (No.  152)  ;  Sam  Johnson's  tory 
argument  (No.  156) ;  Scamroell's  love-letter  (No.  162)  ;  Graydon  on 
recruiting  (No.  170)  ;  Chastellux's  visit  to  Washington's  camp  (No. 
176)  ;  Pausch's  army  life  (No.  179)  ;  Richard  Smith  on  the  Conti- 
nental Congress  (No.  185)  ;  Abigail  Adams  on  the  siege  of  Boston 
(No.  192)  ;  Dr.  Waldo  on  Valley  Forge  (No.  198)  ;  John  Paul  Jones's 
capture  of  the  Serapis  (No.  204)  ;  Pynchon's  diary  (No.  208)  j  Gor- 
don's retirement  of  Washington  (No.  219). 


1 2.    Use  of  Sources  by  Libraries 

THE  triple  object  of  most  libraries  is  to  entertain,  to  inform,  and 
to  instruct.  Sources  may  fulfil  all  these  objects.  Boys  who  like 
Robinson  Crusoe  will  certainly  like  Thomas  (No.  25),  Franklin  (No. 
8f),  Goelet  (No.  84),  Ames  (No.  95),  Adair  (No.  113),  Clark  (No. 
201),  and  Jones  (No.  204).  Girls  who  enjoy  Strickland's  Queens  of 
England  will  like  lively  Eliza  Lucas  (Nos.  35,  83),  and  the  steadfast 
Abigail  Adams  (No.  192).  The  student  of  German  history  will  be  glad 
to  follow  the  Germans  into  the  new  world  (Nos.  29,  40,  179).  The 
colonial  writers  ooze  with  rugged,  genuine  human  nature,  interesting  to 
those  who  are  interested  in  their  kind.  Who  can  read  of  Oglethorpe  in 
Georgia  (No.  39),  or  of  Daniel  Boone  (No.  134),  or  of  Major  Andr£ 
(No.  183),  without  wishing  to  know  more  of  these  men  and  their 
writings? 

The  other  functions  of  the  library  —  to  inform  and  to  instruct  —  are 
equally  provided  for  by  proper  use  of  sources,  which  are  the  adjunct 
of  the  teacher,  the  reservoir  of  the  pupil,  and  the  nutritious  intellectual 
food  of  the  general  reader.  Of  the  extracts  in  this  volume,  those  from 
works  like  Sewall's,  John  .Adams's,  and  Franklin's  are  available  in  many 
libraries  in  the  full  text ;  but  many  of  the  pieces  are  hard  to  come  at, 
and  for  a  person  whose  time  is  limited  such  a  selection  as  this  may  be 
more  usefiiL  As  regular  standard  reading  matter,  the  libraries  may  well 
provide  some  sources. 


|(9  V§e  of  Soorccs  CXo-  o 

Ift  f^^i^  iftff^  Uhfmk^  <rhkh  mm  tt  g/taeai  oomplctencss,  or  at 
if^m)^  k^^lmif^fti  mtk44Umif  it  '»  an  Gh¥kms  duty  to  pat  abandant 
i^fmffim  m  i^ir  <^\f^t  f*^  the  bemrfit  of  the  ctadents  and  investigators 
Iff^  ff^t^  Uji^tt  »  Urti^  f*»ge.  The  !tfmrce%  are  scientific  material  cora- 
^»f^\^  wHU  i\w  (tmih  ^  the  |)al«<«itologi»U,  by  the  use  of  which  the 
Hf^^HIJjir  \m)k^  ftftf  Ui  \}ti  written,  m  wcW  as  the  general  scientific  treatises. 
f^f:^  ^  \)i^^ti  fh^m  \^  Ui  ignore  <«ie  of  the  principal  objects  of  libraries, — 
If)^  |)f^ti^fV4MMH  of  #4  <^Hmulftte<l  Itnowledge  from  age  to  age. 

¥^f  WUmm  ^sj^etiiilly  i«  intended  the  list  of  most  valuable  sources 
\m\\^^  ftiiMVP  (Hm,  |,  6),  which  may  suggest  purchases  in  this  field. 


\ 


\  3,    Caution  in  using  Sources 

?^.^|,VL^HM^.  ft>*  af0  original  n?€oril«,  ihey  must  be  used  intelligently 
/  VM[  \\\n  win  wi>*l<»aiU  Kirwt  of  all.  they  are  not  all  of  equal  author- 
Hy  VMr  v^  P^\m\  \^\\W-  IV  t\»rn  m  inexperienced  student  unguided  among 
^\^^v^  ^  \\\  '\w\\i^  ^WMf*»  ^Wf  *owettme*  even  sources  arc  untruthful. 
|:^vw  ^  ^h^  Sx^ss  H^  ^twoWx  fe*  fJ^amj^.  that  letters  purporting  to  be 
\Hi4[^^^^S  Kx  U<?vvi^  \Y^i«j^\  w^re  l^ior^l  and  set  afloat  during  the 
H^v^VvJ^^^^^^  ^  ^jx^xiH^HWM^  ^  m\^?^  W*i*  mtenwl  e>r%deiic«'  of  malice  or  of 
\^^Vi^^<?«v  **  ^VJM^H^  ii«  Kii*  MXNJW^^t  ©f  hii»  ^rf*)K$t  eiwpft  (Xo^  iSi), 
i^  VK^lf^  Kvi  *WiW>*i  ^^^-iit  |15#  ip^lwo^  ift  ^ifewa  eiUMi^  BbH^  witlioat 
>K^*fW^.  i^^*  >^  v«^  ¥>  l^«P¥^*  ^i^*<  *^i.NiiMvl  lfe*»kteJ^  ^X«iv  S4\  shrewd 
yJ^^VV^  Ji^  Ijn^^  >»(«»f»,.  %i^  »^JM  iK>>  ^  <fvJ>?*l«*  >ii«l>»  ^iie  •»«»;»  <irf"  SodDig; 

#»f»<y\<?»<ii  >K««(i>^*^  ^mmt^  ^mk  ^  ^i$m^  <^'  ^mm  «t*(^»feoc1^.   Mcwc  ueiwriiBte; 

if>;  Vivsi$ift,v"v*t<  ii>i^?.  HfUt^ry^  o^-  .Mmr**\^n  l;U0rtHHr<'ittf*ng,  4te  (Titi^mudi 

irm/u:^,  ^i^svis^,  l^^M*M.if:Jt?o^i-^i)  ;  inlfenf^  II:  lim;iJm»tttwr.  J^iw:f^ 
/♦^-wM"  V/^  V7*»*'<*«v*^*«f*">  i-\t5^YQf«,  i3iH;>  ;  in  :$»  .\fn*t!tr   Vilibwmj,. 

.-if^ti^ff'A^.  I.  .3; vsiUs,  W^t^^i<;4pin^,  1  .Ss^i!^  i .^^.j .> ,     l^rm;«tv  lirtm*  nj^oitiv  ^d: 
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upon  ;  but  even  such  a  document  as  Vergennes's  despatch  (No.  2i6)  is 
a  special  plea,  and  does  not  state  the  whole  truth. 

in  the  next  place,  even  contemporaries  had  not  all  the  same  oppor- 
tunities for  seeing  things.  Maury  (No.  37)  knew  that  Patrick  Henry 
haii  made  a  tremendous  speech  against  him,  but  he  probably  understood 
the  law  of  his  case  very  imperfectly.  Dr.  Douglass's  views  of  his  coun- 
trymen (No.  50)  are  tinged  by  his  conviction  that  other  doctors  did  not 
understand  how  to  treat  sraall-pox ;  Edmund  Burke  (No.  44)  was  at  a 
longdistance  from  the  colonies-  Colonel  Winslow  (No.  126)  did  not 
take  seriously  lo  heart  the  misery  of  the  tramporled  Acadians  ;  Captain 
Pausch  ( No.  1 79 )  felt  a  natural  hostility  toward  the  rival  British  troops. 
Nearly  all  the  pieces  in  this  volume  are  the  statements  of  eye-witnesses, 
recorded  at  or  near  the  time ;  but  even  they  must  have  taken  flying 
rumors,  as  did  Dunmore  (No.  154),  Williams  (No.  160),  and  Pynchon 
(No.  208).  Violent  prejudices  and  prepossessions  make  it  necessary  to 
supplement  such  narratives  as  I.awson's  (No.  16),  Sam  Johnson's  (No. 
156),  and  Drayton's  (No.  157)  by  cahiier  testimony  and  by  statements 
from  the  other  side  ;  and  this  is  especially  necessary  in  the  intensity  of 
feeling  attending  such  a  period  as  the  Revolution.  We  cannot  under- 
stand the  real  causes  and  force  of  that  mighty  movement  unless  we 
realize  how  strong  was  the  opposition ;  inasmuch  as  even  good  and 
honest  writers  may  not  have  the  gift  of  Uicid  description,  and  may 
flounder  about  like  Dr.  Douglass  (No.  50)  or  Thomas  Story  (No.  98). 

But  while  secondary  writers  may  correct  the  errors  of  the  original 
writers,  and  show  the  relation  of  one  event  with  another,  they  have  also 
their  prejudices  and  make  their  mistakes.  One  of  the  first  lessons  to  be 
learned  by  a  child  beginning  the  study  of  history  is  that  it  is  difficult  and 
often  impossible  lo  get  at  the  exact  tnith,  just  as  it  is  hard  to  get  at  the 
facts  of  every-day  current  events.  To  the  secondary  book  one  must 
look  for  a  survey  of  the  whole  field,  —  an  indispensable  ser\'ice  ;  to 
sources  we  must  still  turn  for  that  reality,  that  flavor  of  real  human  life 
and  thought,  which  may  be  had  only  by  reading  the  words  written  while 
history  was  making. 
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1 4.    Use  of  Secondary  Works 

FOR  the  indispensable  background  of  narrative  history  there  is  a 
large  literature.  The  best  way  of  teaching  a  young  class  is  by  a 
text-book ;  but  the  ground  as  fast  as  traversed  must  be  extended  by  the 
use  of  sources  for  reading,  —  perhaps  for  reading  aloud,  —  and  for  simple 
topical  work  (see  No.  9  above).  The  pupil  should  go  beyond  the 
material  in  this  volume,  if  libraries  be  available.  For  older  classes  there 
should  be  a  fuller  text-book,  preferably  one  which  has  brief  specific 
bibliographies ;  and  pupils  may  be  encouraged  to  make  little  studies  of 
the  biography  of  writers  in  this  volume,  and  of  the  events  of  which  parts 
are  related,  using  additional  sources  so  far  as  available.  For  college 
classes  a  more  extended  narrative  may  be  used  as  the  basis ;  and  the 
reading  of  all  the  selections  in  this  volume  may  be  required,  and  enforced 
by  proper  examinations ;  in  addition  there  should  be  written  work.  For 
the  most  advanced  students  of  .\merican  history  this  collection  is  only  a 
nucleus  around  which  to  group  their  studies  firom  sources. 

The  secondar)'  book  has  then  two  fimctions :  to  cover  the  whole  field, 
bridging  over  the  gaps  between  sources ;  and  to  furnish  a  starting-point 
from  which  the  pupil,  reader,  or  student  may  reach  the  sources,  so  as  to 
extend  the  text-book,  to  check  its  statements,  and  to  enliven  them. 


1 5.    Select  List  of  Secondary  Works  on  the  Eigh- 
teenth Century  and  the  Revolution 

THE  secondary'  material  on  the  period  covered  by  this  volume  is 
scant)'  on  the  first  half  century,  and  over-abundant  on  the  revolu- 
tionary period.  There  is  still  much  need  of  a  critical  account  of  the 
de%'elopment  of  the  colonies  from  the  revolution  of  1688  to  the  French 
war  of  1 750.  Almost  the  only  properly-trained  writer  on  colonial  gov- 
ernment is  Herbert  L.  Osgood  {.-tmrn'ran  Historical  Revinv^  11.  644, 
ni,  31.  244  >.  The  historians  of  the  period  are  characterized  in  Winsor, 
Narrative  and  Critical  History,  and  in  ('harles  Kendall  Adams,  Manual 
of  Historical  Literature  (New  York.  |SS?>.  Some  of  the  books  most 
mefiil  to  the  pupil,  student,  or  reader  are  enumerated  below. 
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SCHOOL    HISTORIES 

Not  less  than  forty  school  histories  of  the  United  States  have  been 

put  upon  the  market.  Of  these  the  older  ones  are  now  quite  useless 
for  proper  study,  because  they  were  usually  prepared  by  wTiters  who  knew 
little  of  American  history  ;  because  they  are  dull ;  because  they  give  too 
much  space  to  obscure  Indian  wars  ;  and  because  they  are  not  adapted  to 
use  in  connection  with  other  books.  A  new  literature  of  text-books  has 
sprung  up,  written  by  some  of  the  foremost  scholars  in  American  his- 
tory, interesting,  beautifully  illustrated,  provided  with  maps,  and  aiming 
to  lead  those  who  use  them  to  consult  and  read  other  books.  Some 
of  these  useful  text-books  are  the  following  :  — 

Mary  Sheldon  Barnes  and  Earl  Barnes,  Studies  in  Atfierican  History. 
Boston,  1S96  (pp.  X,  433).  —  Made  up  in  great  part  of  exti-acts  from  sources. 

Edward  Channing,  A  StudenCs  History  of  the  United  States.  New  York, 
1898  (pp.  xxxix,  603).  —  Especially  arranged  for  work  on  secondary  writers 
and  in  sources :  abounds  in  practical  suggestions,  lists  of  books,  references 
to  sources,  etc    Excellent  for  the  home  reader, 

Edward  Eggleston,  A  History  of  the  United  States  and  its  People  for  the  Use 
of  Schools.  New  York,  1888  (pp.  x,  416).  —  Very  strong  on  colonial  life; 
excellent  pictures. 

John  Fiske,  >l  History  of  the  United  States  for  Schools.  Boston,  1894  (pp. 
xxi,  553).  —  Delightfully  written,  but  briei;  excellent  questions,  involving 
topi(^  study. 

Thomas  Wenlworth  Higginson,  Young  Folks*  History  of  the  United  States. 
New  York,  revised  to  1886  (pp.  vi.  460,  33)— A  very  popular  and  suc- 
cessful book";  of  especial  interest  on  the  colonial  period. 

Alexander  Johnston,  A  History  of  the  United  States  for  Schools.  New  York, 
revised,  1895  <pp.  xx,  489).  —  Stronger  on  the  period  after  1787;  many 
maps,  and  a  list  of  secondary  books. 

Harry  Pratt  judson.  The  Growth  of  the  American  Nation.  (College 
edition.)     Meadville.  1895  (pp.  359).  —  Continuous  text ;  convenient  form. 

John  Bach  McMaster,  A  School  History  of  the  United  States.  New  York, 
1897  (pp.  476,  31).  — More  relative  space  to  the  period  after  1783;  many 
references  to  secondary  material. 

D.  H .  Montgomery.  The  Student  \t  American  History.  Boston,  1897  (pp.  523, 
Iv).  —  Many  sketch  maps  ;  lists  of  books,  including  sources. 

William  A.  Mowry  and  Arthur  May  Mowry,  A  History  of  the  United  States 
for  Schools.  Boston,  1896  (pp  xii,  437).  —  Very  attractive  make-up ;  con- 
venient for  class  use. 

Allen  C.  Thomas,  .4  History  of  the  United  States.  Boston,  1894  (pp.  xiii, 
415.  Ixxiii).  — A  good,  plain,  sensible  book,  with  abundant  references  for 
parallel  reading. 
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BRIEF  GEKERAL    HISTORIES 

For  ckuw  use  or  for  reading,  the  most  conrenieiit  short  aocoants  of 
colonial  conditions  and  of  the  Revohtion  are  as  follows :  — 

£dward  Channing,  The  United  SUiUs  of  Amurka  [1765-1865].  New  York, 
1896.  —  A  hundred  pages  on  the  causes  and  conditions  of  the  Revcdution. 

George  Park  Fisher,  The  Cohmial  Era  (American  History  Series,  I).  New 
York,  1892.  —  Comes  down  to  1756^  with  an  inteUigent  account  of  the  con- 
dition of  the  colonies. 

George  Washington  Greene,  Histcrkal  View  of  the  American  Revolution^ 
HoKton,  1865.  —  One  of  the  best  brief  expositions  of  the  Revolution. 

Albert  Bunhnell  Hart,  Formation  of  the  Union  [1750-1829]  (Epochs  of 
American  History,  II).  New  York,  revised,  1897.  —  Four  chapters  on  the 
revolutionary  period. 

Thomas  Wentworth  Higginson,  A  Larger  History  of  the  United  States.  New 
York,  1886. —  A  charming  study  of  American  life,  and  especially  of  the 
conditions  of  frontier  warrare. 

Hanry  Cabot  Lodge,  A  Short  History  of  the  En^ish  Colonies  in  America. 
New  York,  1881.  — Deals  particularly  with  social  conditions  in  the  eigh- 
teenth century. 

Henry  Calnit  LcKlgc,  George  Washington  (American  Statesmen  Series). 
2  vols.  Boston,  1889.  —  Vol.  I  is  an  excellent  account  of  the  political  and 
military  progress  of  the  Revolution. 

John  T.  iMorsf,  Jr.,  lienjamin  Franklin  (American  Statesmen  Series). 
Boston,  1889. — A  good  life  of  the  American  most  representative  of  his 
time. 

William  Millijjan  Sloane,  The  French  War  and  the  Revolution  (American 
History  Series,  11).  New  York,  1893.  —  A  good  survey  of  the  revolution- 
ary period. 

Keubon  (lold  Thwaitcs,  The  Colonies  (Epochs  of  American  History,  I). 
New  York,  revised,  1897.  —  Four  chapters  on  the  colonies  after  1700. 


CHAPTER    III  — NEW   ENGLAND 
1 6.     Salem  Witches  (1692) 

BY  REVEREND  DEODAT  LAWSON  (1704) 

on  was  minister  at  Salem  Village  (now  Danvers),  where  tbe  witchcrart  excite- 
ment first  broke  out.  His  accuunt  is  paralleled  by  those  of  Calef  zad  Increase  Mather. 
—  Biblirtgraphy :  Charles  VV,  Upham,  Salem  Witchcraft,  1,  268-284,  IT,  76-92,  525- 
537;  Winsor,  Memorial  History  0/  Boston ^  II,  ch.  vi,  notes;  Cbanning  and  Hart, 
Guitir,  §  129. 

IT  pleased  God  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1692.  to  visit  the  People  at  a 
place  called  Sa/em  Village  in  NEW-ENtJLAND,  with  a  very  Sore 
and  Grievous  Aflliciion,  in  which  they  had  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
Soveraign  and  Holy  GOD  was  pleased  to  permit  Sattin  and  his  Instra- 
ments,  to  Affright  and  Afflict,  those  poor  Mortals  in  such  an  Astonishing 
and  Unusual  manner 

Now,  I  having  for  some  time  before,  attended  the  work  of  the  Ministry 
in  that  Village,  the  Re]>ort  of  those  Great  Afflictions,  came  quickly  to 
my  notice  ;  and  the  more  readily,  because  the  first  Person  Afflicted,  was 
in  the  Minister's  Family,  who  succeeded  me,  after  I  was  removed  from 
them  ;  in  pitty  therefore  to  my  Christian  Friends,  and  former  Acquaint- 
ance there,  I  was  much  concerned  about  them,  frequently  consulted 
with  them,  and  fervently  (by  Divine  Assistance)  prayed  for  them;  but 
especially  my  Concern  was  augmented,  when  it  was  Reported,  at  an 
Examination  of  a  Person  suspected  for  Witchcraft,  that  my  Wife  and 
Daughter,  who  Dyed  Three  Years  l>efore,  were  sent  out  of  the  World 
under  the  Malicious  Operations  of  the  infernal  Powers  ;  as  is  more  fully 
represented  in  the  following  Remarks.  I  did  then  Desire,  and  was  also 
Desired,  by  some  concerned  in  the  Court,  to  be  there  present,  that  I 
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might  hear  what  was  alledged  in  that  respect ;  observiiag  therefore,  when 
I  was  amongst  them,  that  the  Case  of  the  Afflicted  was  very  amazing, 
and  deplorable  ;  and  the  Charges  brought  against  the  Accused,  such  as 
were  Ground  of  Suspicions  yet  very  intricate,  and  difficult  to  draw  up 
right  Conclusions  about  them.  .  .  . 

1.  One  or  two  of  the  first  that  were  Afflicted,  Complaining  of  unusual 
Illness,  their  Relations  used  FAysick  for  their  Curf,  but  it  was  altogether 
in  vain. 

2.  They  were  oftentimes,  very  stupid  in  their  Fits,  and  could  neither 
hear  nor  understand,  in  the  apprehension  of  the  Standers  by,  so  that 
when  Yrayer  hath  been  made,  with  some  of  them,  in  such  a  manner  as 
might  be  audible  in  a  great  Congregation ;  yet  when  their  Fit  was  off, 
they  declared  they  did  not  hear  so  much  as  one  Word  thereof. 

3.  It  was  several  times  Observed,  that  when  they  were  discoursed 
with,  about  GOD  or  CHRIST,  or  the  Things  of  Salvation^  they  were 
presently  afflicted  at  a  dreadful  Rate,  and  hence  were  oftentimes  Out- 
ragious^  if  they  were  permitted  to  be  in  the  Congregation,  in  the  Time 
of  the  Publick  Worship.  .  .  . 

5.  They  affirm'd,  That  they  saw  the  Ghosts  of  several  departed  Per- 
sons, who  at  their  appearing,  did  instigate  them,  to  discover  such  as 
(they  said)  were  Instruments  to  hasten  their  Deaths ;  threatning  sorely 
to  afflict  them,  if  they  did  not  make  it  known  to  the  Magistrates ;  they 
did  affirm  at  the  Examination,  and  again  at  the  Tryal  of  an  accused 
Person,  that  they  saw  the  Ghosts  of  his  two  Wives  (to  whom  he  had 
carryed  very  ill  in  their  Lives,  as  was  proved  by  several  Testimonies) 
and  also  that  they  saw  the  Ghosts  o(  My  Wife  and  Daughitr^  (who  dyed 
above  three  Years  before)  and  they  did  affirm,  that  when  the  very 
Ghosts  looked  on  the  Prisoner  at  the  Bar,  they  looked  red,  as  if  the 
Blood  would  fly  out  of  their  Faces,  with  Indignation  at  him  :  The  Man- 
ner of  it  was  thus  ;  Several  Afflicted  being  before  the  Prisoner  at  the 
Bar,  on  a  sudden  they  fixed  all  their  Eyes  together,  on  a  certain  Place 
of  the  Floor  before  the  Prisoner  ;  neither  moving  their  Eyes  nor  Bodies, 
for  some  few  Minutes,  nor  answering  to  any  Question  which  was  asked 
them  ;  so  soon  as  that  Trance  was  over,  some  being  removed  out  of 
Sight  and  Hearings  they  were  all  one  after  another  asked  what  they  saw, 
and  they  did  all  agree,  that  they  saw  those  Ghosts  above  mentioned  ;  I 
was  present,  and  heard  and  saw  the  whole  of  what  passed  upon  that 
Account,  during  the  Tryal  of  that  Person  who  was  accused  to  be  the 
Instrument  of  Satan's  Mahce  therein. 
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6.  In  this  {worse  than  Gallick)  Persecution  by  the  Dragoons  of 
Hell,  the  Persons  afflicted  were  harrassed  at  such  a  dreadful  rate,  to 
write  their  Names  in  a  Devil-Book,  presented  by  a  Spectre  unto  them  ; 
and  One  in  my  hearing  said,  /  will  not,  I  will  not  IVrite,  it  is  none  of 
Goii's  Book,  it  is  none  of  God's  Book  ;  //  is  the  Devil's  Book  for  ought 
I  kno7v :  And  when  they  stedfastly  refused  to  sign,  they  were  told  if 
they  would  but  touch  or  take  hold  of  the  Book  it  should  do  :  And  Lastly^ 
The  Diabolical  Propositions  were  so  low  and. easy,  that  if  they  would 
bot  let  their  Clothes,  or  any  thing  about  them,  touch  the  Book,  they 
should  be  at  ease  from  their  Torments,  it  being  their  Consent  that  is 
aimed  at  by  the  Devil  in  those  Representations  and  Operations. 

7.  One  who  had  been  long  afflicted  at  a  stupendious  rate,  by  two  or 
three  Spectres,  when  they  were  (to  speak  after  the  manner  of  Men) 
tyred  out  with  tormenting  of  her,  to  Force  or  Fright  her  to  sign  a  Cove- 
nant with  the  Prince  of  Darkness,  they  said  to  her,  as  in  a  Diabolical 
and  Accursed  Passion,  Go  your  ways  and  the  Devil  go  with  you^for  we 
will  be  no  more  pesired  and  plagued  about  you.  And  ever  after  that  she 
was  well,  and  no  more  afflicted  that  ever  I  heard  of. 

8.  Sundry  Pins  have  been  taken  out  of  the  Wrists  and  Arms  of  the 
Afflicted  ;  and  one  in  time  of  Examination  of  a  suspected  Person,  had  a 
Pin  run  through  both  her  Vpper  and  her  Lower  Lip,  when  she  was 
called  to  speak ;  yet  no  apparent  festering  followed  thereupon,  after  it 
was  taken  out. 

9.  Some  of  the  Afflicted,  as  they  were  striving  in  their  Fits,  in  open 
Court,  have  (by  invisible  means)  had  their  Wrists  bound  fast  together 
with  a  real  Cord,  so  as  it  could  hardly  be  taken  off  without  cutting. 
Some  Afflicted  have  been  found  with  their  Arms  tyed,  and  hanged  upon 
an  Hook,  from  whence  others  have  been  forced  to  take  them  down  that 
they  might  not  expire  in  that  Posture. 

TO-  Some  Afflicted  have  been  drawn  under  Tables  and  Beds,  by 
undiscemed  Force,  so  as  they  could  hardly  be  pull[ed]  out:  And  one 
was  drawn  half  way  over  the  Side  of  a  Well,  and  was  with  much  diffi- 
culty recovered  back  again. 

11.  When  they  were  most  grievously  afflicted,  if  they  were  brought 
to  the  Accused,  and  the  suspected  Persons  Hand  but  laid  upon  them, 
they  were  immediately  relieved  out  of  their  Tortures  ;  but  if  the  Accused 
did  but  look  on  them,  they  were  instantly  struck  down  again .'  Where- 
fore, they  use  to  cover  the  Face  of  the  Accused,  while  they  laid  their 
Hands  on  the  Afflicted,  and  then  it  obtained  the  desired  Issue  \  for  it 
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hath  been  experienced  (both  in  Examinations  and  Tryals)  that  so  soon 
as  the  Afflicted,  came  in  sight  of  the  Accused,  they  were  immediately 
cast  into  their  Fits;  yea,  though  the  Accused  were  among  the  Crowd 
of  People  unknow  to  the  SufTerers,  yet  on  the  first  view  were  they  stnick 
down  ;  which  was  observed  in  a  Child  of  four  or  five  Years  of  Age,  when 
it  was  apprehended,  that  so  many  as  she  could  look  upon,  either  directly 
or  by  turning  her  Head,  were  immediately  stnick  into  their  Fits. 

t2.  An  iron  Spindle  of  a  woollen  Wheel,  being  taken  very  strangely 
out  of  an  House  at  Sa/t-m  Village,  was  used  by  a  Spectre,  as  an  Instru- 
ment of  Torture  to  a  SufTerer,  not  being  discernable  to  the  Standers  by ; 
until  it  was  by  the  said  Sufferer  snatched  out  of  tlie  Spectres  Hand,  and 
then  it  did  immediately  appear  to  the  Persons  present  to  be  really  the 
same  iron  Spindle. 

13.  Sometimes  in  their  Fits,  they  have  had  their  Tongues  drawn  out 
of  their  Mouths  to  a  fearful  length,  their  Heads  turned  very  much  over 
their  Shoulders ;  and  while  they  have  been  so  strained  in  their  Fits,  and 
had  their  Arms  and  Legs,  i^r.  wTested,  as  if  they  were  quite  dislocated, 
the  Blood  hath  gushed  plentifully  out  of  their  Mouths,  for  a  considerable 
time  together;  which  some,  that  they  might  be  satisfied  that  it  was  real 
Blood,  took  upon  their  Finger  and  rubbed  on  their  other  Hand.  I  saw 
several  together  thus  violently  strained  and  bleeding  in  their  Fits,  to  my 
vcrj'  great  astonishment,  that  my  fellow- Mortals  should  be  so  grievously 
distressed  by  the  invisible  Powers  of  Darkness.  For  certainly,  all  con* 
siderate  Persons,  who  beheld  these  things,  must  needs  be  convinced, 
that  their  Motions  in  their  Fits  were  Pnetematural  and  Involuntary,  both 
as  to  the  Manner  which  was  so  strange,  as  a  well  Person  could  not  (at 
least  without  great  Pain)  screw  their  Bodies  into  ;  and  as  to  the  violence 
also,  they  were  Praetematural  Motions,  being  much  beyond  the  ordinary 
Force  of  the  same  Persons  when  they  were  in  their  right  ^f  inds.  So 
that  being  such  grievous  Sufferers,  it  would  seem  very  hard  and  unjust 
to  censure  them  of  consenting  7>,  or  holding  any  >\'>luntary  Converse  or 
Familiarity  with  the  Dfbil. 

14.  Their  Eyes  were  for  the  most  part  fiist  dosed  in  their  Trance- 
Fits,  and  when  they  were  asked  a  Question,  they  could  give  no  Answer  ; 
and  1  do  verily  belie\-e,  they  did  not  hear  at  that  time,  yet  did  they  dis- 
course with  the  Spectres  as  with  real  Persons ;  asserting  Things,  and 
receiving  Answers,  afttrmatue  or  negative,  as  ibc  Matter  was.  For 
Instance,  One  in  my  hearing  thus  argxietl  fcuVtl,  and  railed  at  a  Spectre, 

be  gone !  be  gone !  Ik  gone  1    Are  yoa  not  ashamed,  a 
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Woman  of  your  Profession,  to  afflict  a  poor  Creature  so?  What  hurt 
d\*\  I  ever  do  you  in  ray  Life?  You  have  but  two  Years  to  live,  and 
then  the  Sctil  will  torment  your  Soul  for  this :  Your  Name  is  blotted 
out  of  God's  Book»  and  it  shall  never  be  put  into  God's  Book  again. 
Be  gone  for  shame,  are  you  not  afraid  of  what  is  coming  upon  you? 
I  know,  I  know,  what  will  make  you  afraid,  the  VWath  of  an  angry  God  : 
I  am  sure  that  will  make  you  afraid.  Be  gone,  do  not  torment  me ;  I 
know  what  you  would  have,  {jve  jiuigfii  she  meant  her  Setti :)  but  it  is 
out  of  your  reach,  it  is  clothed  with  the  white  Robes  of  Christ's  Right- 
eousness. This  Sufferer  1  was  well  acquainted  with,  and  knew  her  to  be 
a  very  sober  and  pious  Woman^  so  far  as  I  could  judge  ;  and  it  appears 
that  she  had  not  in  that  Fit,  voluntary  Converse  with  the  ©rbil ;  for  then 
she  might  have  been  helped  to  a  better  (iuess  about  that  Woman  above- 
said,  as  to  her  living  but  two  Years,  for  she  lived  not  many  Months  after 
that  time.  .  .  . 

1 6.  Some  of  them  were  asked  how  it  came  to  pass  that  they  were  not 
affrighted  when  they  saw  the  Black-man,  they  said  they  were  at  first, 
but  not  so  much  afterwards, 

17,  Some  of  Ihem  affirmed,  they  saw  the  Biaik-man  sit  on  the  Gal- 
lows, and  that  he  whispered  in  the  Ears  of  some  of  the  Condemned  Per- 
sons when  they  were  just  ready  to  be  tiirn'd  off;  even  while  they  were 
making  their  la-st  Speech.  .  .  . 

19.  Some  of  them,  have  sundry  times  seen  a  White-man  appearing 
amongst  the  Spectres,  and  as  soon  as  he  appeared,  the  Bhck-  IVifchei 
vanished.'  They  said:  This  IVhife-man  had  often  foretold  them,  what 
respite  they  should  have  from  their  Fits  ;  as  sometimes  a  day  or  two,  or 
more,  which  fell  out  accordingly.  One  of  the  Afflicted  said  she  saw  him 
in  her  Fit,  and  was  with  him  in  a  Glorious  Piace^  which  had  no  Candle 
nor  Sun,  yet  was  full  of  Light  and  Brightness  ;  where  there  was  a  multi- 
tude in  7vhite  G/i tie  ring  Rohes,  and  they  sang  the  Song  in  Rev.  5.  9. 
/^aL  no.  Psal.  149.  she  was  loth  to  leave  that  Place,  and  said  hott*  iong 
shall  I  stay  here,  let  me  be  along  with  you  ?  She  was  grieved,  she  could 
stay  no  longer  in  that  Place  and  Company. 

20.  \  young  Woman  that  was  afflicted  at  a  fearful  rate,  had  a  Spectre 
appeared  to  her,  with  a  white  Sheet  wrapped  about  it,  not  visible  to  the 
Standers  by,  until  this  Sufferer  ivioknfly  striving  in  her  Fit)  snatch 'd  at, 
took  hold,  and  lore  off  a  Comer  of  that  Sheet ;  her  Father  being  by  her, 
endeavoured  to  lay  hold  upon  it  with  her,  that  she  might  retain  what  she 
had  gotten  ;  but  at  the  passing  away  of  the  Spectre,  he  had  such  a  vio- 
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lent  Twitch  of  his  Hand,  as  if  it  would  have  been  torn  off;  immediately 
thereupon  appeared  in  the  Sufferers  hand,  the  Comer  of  a  Sheet,  a  real 
(loth^  visibU  to  the  Spectators,  which  {.as  it  is  said)  remains  still  to  be  seen. 

Deodat  Lawson,  ChrisCs  Fidelity  the  only  Shield  against  Satan's  Malignity 
(Boston,  1704),  Appendix,  ^^^-109  passim. 


17.     Witches*  Testimony  (1692) 

BY   CLERK    EZEKIEL   CHEEVER 

The  originftl  minutes  of  the  witch  triaU  at  Salem,  still  well  preserved,  afford  the 
most  striking  proof  of  the  inadequacy  of  the  evidence  and  of  the  terror  of  the  prose- 
cutors. —  Bibliography :  Winsor,  Memorial  History  of  Boston^  II,  ch.  vi,  notes; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guidt,  §  129. 

Salem  ffeb^  the  29"'  169) 

WHEREAS  M"  Joseph  Hutcheson,  Thomas  Putnam,  Edward 
Putnam,  and  Thomas  Preston,  Yeomen  of  Salem  Village  in  ye 
County  of  Essex,  personally  appeared  before  vs  and  made  Complaint  on 
Behalfe  of  their  Majes"  against  Sarah  Good  the  wife  of  William  Good 
of  Salem  Village  aboves'*  for  suspition  of  Witchcraft  by  her  Committed, 
and  thereby  much  Injury  donne  by  Eliz.  Paris,  Abigail  Williams,  Anne 
Putnam  and  Elizabeth  Hubert  all  of  Salem  Village  afores*  Sundry  times 
within  this  two  moneths  and  Lately  also  don,  at  Salem  Village  Contrary 
to  y*  peace  of  our  Souer"  L**  and  Lady  W*  &  Mary,  King  &  Queen  of 
Engld  &c  —  You  are  therefore  in  theire  Majesties  names  hereby  required 
to  apprehe*^  &  bring  before  vs,  the  said  Sarah  Good  to  morrow  aboute 
ten  of  y*  clock  in  y*  forenoon  at  y*  house  of  Lt  Nathaniele  Ingersalls  in 
Salem  Village  or  as  soon  as  may  be  then  and  there  to  be  Examined  Relat- 
ing to  y*  aboves"*  preu\ises  and  hereof  you  are  not  to  faile  at  your  perile. 
Dated.    Salem,  feb'  29th  169  V 

John  Hathorne    1  Ag-jgii 
Jonathan  Corwin  ) 
To  Constable  George  Locker. 

I  brought  the  person  of  S^iragh  Good  the  wife  of  William  Good  ac- 
cording to  the  tenor  of  the  within  warrant,  as  is  Attest  by  me 

I  March  169^  Gkoros  Locker — Constable 
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Essex  ss. 


Anno  :  Regis  et  Reginee  Willm  et  Mariae 
nunc  Angltce  &c.  Quarto 


The  Jure"  for  our  Sovereigne  Lord  and  Lady  the  King  and  Queen, 
pr*sent,  That  Sarah  Good  the  wife  of  William  Good  of  Salem  Village  in 
the  County  of  Essex,  Husbandman,  the  Second  Day  of  May  in  the  forth 
year  of  the  Reigne  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  and  Lady  William  and  Mary 
by  the  Grace  of  God  of  England,  Scotland  ffrance  &  Ireland  King  and 
Queen  Defenders  of  the  fTaith  &c  and  Divers  other  Days  and  times  as 
well  before  as  after,  certaine  Detestable  arts  called  Witchcrafts  and  Sor- 
ceries, Wickedly  and  ffeloniously  hath  vsed^  Practised  and  Exorcised,  at 
and  within  the  Township  of  Salem  in  the  County  of  Essex  aforesaid,  in, 
upon  and  against  one  Sarah  Vibber  wife  of  John  Vibber  of  Salem  afore- 
said. Husbandman,  by  which  said  wicked  Arts,  she  the  said  Sarah  Vibber 
the  said  Second  Day  of  May  in  the  fourth  year  abovsaid  and  divers 
other  Days  and  times  as  well  before  as  after  was  and  is  Tortuered 
Afflicted,  Pined,  Consumed,  wasted  and  Tormented,  and  also  for  Sundry 
other  Acts  of  witchcraft  by  said  Sarah  Good  committed  and  done  before 
and  since  that  time  ag*  the  Peace  of  our  Sovereigne  Lord  &  Lady 
the  King  &  Queen  theire  Crowne  and  Dignity  and  ag^  the  forme  of  the 
Statute  in  that  case  made  and  Provided. 
Witnesses 

Sarah  Vibber  Jurat 

Abigail  Williams  Jurat 

Elizabeth  Hubbard  " 

Ann  Putnam  Jurat 

J  no  Vibber    Sworae  .  .  . 

The  examination  of  Sarah  Good  before  the  worshipfull  Assts  John  Har- 
thorn  Jonathan  Curran 

(H.)   Sarah  Good  what  evil  Spirit  have  you  familiarity  with 
(S.  G.)   None. 
(H.)    Have  you  made  no  contracte  with  the  devil 

Good  answered  no, 

Why  doe  you  hurt  these  children 

I  doe  not  hurt  them.     1  scorn  it. 

Who  doe  you  imploy  then  to  doe  it. 

I  imploy  no  body 

What  creature  do  you  imploy  then. 
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g )   no  creature  but  I  am  falsely  accused. 

H)  why  did  you  go  away  muttering  from  M'  Parris  his  house. 

g )    t  did  not  mutter  but  I  thanked  him  for  what  he  gave  my  child. 

H)   have  you  made  no  contract  with  the  devil. 

g)  no. 

H)  d(;tiired  the  children  all  of  them  to  look  upon  her  and  see  if 
this  were  the  person  that  had  hurt  them  and  so  they  all  did  looke  upon 
her.  and  said  this  was  one  of  the  persons  that  did  torment  them  — 
presently  they  were  all  tormented. 

H )  Sarah  Good  do  you  not  see  now  what  you  have  done,  why  doe 
you  not  tell  us  the  truth,  why  doe  you  thus  torment  these  poor  children 

g )   t  doe  not  torment  them. 

H)  who  do  you  imploy  then. 

g )   I  imploy  nobody  I  scorn  it. 

H>  how  came  they  thus  tormented 

g  )  what  doe  I  know  you  bring  others  here  and  now  yon  charge 
me  with  it. 

H)  why  who  was  it. 

g  >  I  doe  not  know  but  it  was  some  you  biought  into  the  meeting 
house  with  yoQ. 

H>  w««  bivMi^t  yoo  into  the  meeting  hoixse. 

|{ )  Nit  vtMi  bitHi^ht  in  twv>  mor(> 

H>  wh(>  w«$:  it  then  that  tormente^l  the  chtMrai. 

jfr  >  tt  w«$  otshonis 

H>  «lMit  b  it  5v>ii  say  when  yen  $id  wwneimg  »■«▼  ^nm  pcnons 

)^>  it^" I  mitt$t  tei  I  wtn  idt 
H>  <(loe  tti  m  thefi 

$  >    liiri  VMBt  teH  I  W#  tKH  lit  «i  te  CiMMMMMtecafeL      I  MAT  SVT 

^  ^  **«t*r  J>  ),**nj:  ^"^wrt"  "«>«^  iMftww^  v«t«  «a»f  w«  «  a  jsiffaiL 

M^  m^"^  4."»r  xfir.  ■jiWH't 

$  ^   ?ht  't^V:  ?H«  tMJit-  ht»«K<w  «n/:  4i«fiH  ihfv^  uhwwte  li«  viD- 
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msuincr.  rcflectm^  and  icluiliii|^  a^pinst  the  AUthoiity  witli  hocsc  voA 
abossive  words  and  muiT  bes  sfaee  was  taken  in  it  was  hciv  said  that  her 
hnsbaiid  had  said  that  he  vas  afraid  that  she  either  vas  a  vitch  or  voqM 
be  one  vaj  qmcklr.  the  vorsli.  Mr.  Haithon  asked  him  hk  mtSKMi 
vfay  be  said  so  of  her,  vhether  he  had  ever  scm  anr  thii^  br  her,  he 
answovd  no,  not  in  this  nature,  but  it  was  her  bad  carriage  to  him,  and 
indeed  said  he  I  maj  saw  with  tears  that  shee  is  an  cnemj  to  all  good. 
Salem  Village  March  the  i*  169^ 
Written  bj  EzekieD  Cherers 

Salem  Mlbge  March  th  i**  169^  .  .  , 

Salem  Village  March  the  i*  169^ 
Sarah  Osborne  the  wife  of  Alexander  Osburae  of  Salem  Village 
brooght  before  vs  bj  Joseph  Herrick  constable  in  Salem,  to  answer 
Joseph  Hatcheson  and  Thomas  patnam  &c  jreomen  in  s"*  Salem  Village 
Complainants  on  behalfe  of  theire  ^f  ajes^  against  s"*  Sarah  Osbume  ^r 
Suspition  of  Witchcraft  by  her  Committed  and  thereby  much  Injury  don 
to  the  bodys  of  Elizabeth  Parris,  Abigail  Williams  Anna  Putnam  and 
Elizabeth  Hubert,  all  of  Salem  Village  aforesaid,  according  to  theire 
Complaint,  according  to  a  Warrant,  Dated  Salem  ffebu^  29'''  169I 

Sarah  Osbume  vpon  Examination  denyed  >•*  matter  of  fact  (viz)  )■*  she 
ever  vnderstood  or  vsed  any  Witchcraft,  or  hurt  any  of  >••  aboue  s*  chil- 
dren. 

The  children  aboue  named  being  all  personally  present  accused  her 
face  to  &ce  which  being  don,  thay  ware  all  hurt,  afflicted  and  tortured 
very  much ;  which  being  ouer  and  thay  out  of  theire  fitts  thay  sa)^! 
y*  said  Sarah  Osbume,  did  then  come  to  them  and  hurt  them,  Sarah 
Osbum  being  then  keept  at  a  distance  personally  from  them.  S.  Osburae 
was  asked  why  she  then  hurt  them,  she  denyed  it,  it  being  asked  of  her 
how  she  could  soe  pinch  and  hurt  them  and  yet  she  be  at  that  distance 
personally  from  >'",  she  Answered  she  did  not  then  hurt  them,  nor  never 
did,  she  was  asked  who  then  did  it,  or  who  she  Imploy  to  doe  it,  she 
Answered  she  did  not  know  y*  y*  Divell  goes  aboute  in  her  likeness  to 
doe  any  hurt.  Sarah  Osburn  being  told  y*  Sarah  Good  one  of  her  Com- 
panions had  vpon  Examination  accused  her,  she  nottwithstanding  denyed 
y*  same,  according  to  her  Examination,  w*'''  is  mor  at  I^rge  giuen  in 
as  therein  will  appeare. 

John  Hathorne    )  .    ., 
P-^-  Jonathan  CoRWiNi^'^^^- 
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(H)  what  evil  spirit  have  you  familiarity  with. 

(O)  none. 

(H)  have  you  made  no  contract  with  the  devilL 

(O)  no  I  never  saw  the  devill  in  my  life. 

(H)  why  doe  you  hurt  these  children. 

(O)  I  doe  not  hurt  them. 

(H)  who  do  you  imploy  then  to  hurt  them. 

(O)  I  imploy  no  body. 

(H)  what  familiarity  have  you  with  Sarah  Good. 

(O)  none.    I  have  not  seen  her  these  2  years. 

(H)  where  did  you  see  her  then. 

(O)  one  day  a  going  to  town. 

(H)  what  communications  had  you  with  her. 

(O)  I  had  none,  only,  how  doe  you  doe  or  so,  I  did  not  know  her 
by  name. 

(H)  what  did  you  call  her  then. 

Osburn  made  a  stand  at  that,  at  last  said,  shee  called  her  Sarah. 

(H)  Sarah  Good  saith  that  it  was  you  that  hurt  the  children. 

(O)  I  doe  not  know  that  the  devil  goes  about  in  my  likeness  to  doe 
any  hurt. 

Mr  Hathom  desired  all  the  children  to  stand  up  and  look  upon  her 
and  see  if  they  did  know  her,  which  they  all  did  and  every  one  of  them 
said  that  this  was  one  of  the  women  that  did  afflict  them,  and  that  they 
had  constantly  seen  her  in  the  \*cry  haNt,  that  shee  was  now  in,  theire 
evidence  do  stand  that  shoe  said  this  moroing  that  shee  was  more  like 
to  be  bewitched,  than  that  shee  was  a  witch.  Mr  Hathom  asked  her 
what  made  her  say  so,  shee  ans>li'er^d  that  shee  was  <ri$hteii  one  time  in 
her  sleep  and  either  saw  or  drca^wevl  that  s;hee  saw  a  thing  like  an  indian 
all  black  which  did  prick  her  in  her  neck  and  puUed  her  by  the  back 
part  of  her  head  to  the  dov«  ol*  the  house 

(H)  did  ^xHi  ne\*er  $e^  anxthing  ebe. 

(O)  no.' 

it  was  said  by  some  in  the  meeting  Kmi^  that  shee  had  said  ^uit  shee 
would  never  be  tied  to  that  hing  «r*»^*  ♦'^V  nx*»*. 

(H>  what  hing  sfftru  »  thi^  hath  the  de^nl  ^n-cr  deceived  yon  and 
been  false  to  vcm. 

(0>  !  doe  not  kT>ow  the  drxil  1  m'\'OT  did  «*  him. 

(H>  m-hat  h-ing  «^irii  was  it  th<*n. 

(O)  it  w»  a  ^vyice  t^t  )  tho<i|!ht  \  h^M. 
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<H>  ntbat  (£d  it  pmpfmnd  tD  yoiL 

4  O )  chac  £  afaaoid  goe  no  more  to  meetmg,  bnt  I  said  I  would  aod 
dki  goe  coe  next:  Sabbadi  day. 

(Hj    wete  yott  ngvcr  tempted  fiirder: 

(O)   no. 

{ Hy  whj  (£d  7011  jcieid  tima  fiir  id  the  devil  as  never  to  gpoe  to  meet> 
iag  sues 

iO)  Mia^    £  hose  been,  ake  and  not  able  to  goe.     her  husband 

and  odaaa  sod  thai:  ahee  hod  not  been,  at  meeting  this  yeoce  ami  two 

moQSztSb  _  _  _ 

Sdem  Village  Slaich  i**  1691. 

Thfba  an  Imfiat  wonum  brought  before  vs  by  Cons'  Joseph  HerriclL 
of  Salem,  vpoa  Sm^itiaa  of  witchcrafi:  by  her  committed  according  to 
t*  compLiiat  of  Joo.  Hntcheaon  ami  Thomas  Putnam  &c  of  Salem  Village 
as  appears  p-  woxnmt  granted  Salem  29  Sebr'  169^  Tidba  vpon  tsxam^ 
inatioo  and  j&a  same  deny  all  acknowledged  y*  matter  of  &ct  accord- 
ing to  her  examinatioa  giuen  in  more  folly  wiH  appeare^  and  who  also 
charged  Sarah.  Good  and  Sarah  Osborne  with  y*  same  .  .  . 

(  H  >  Tnlbe  whan  evil  spirit  have  you  £imiliarity  with. 

(T>  none. 

( H  >  why  do  yxm  hurt  these  chUdrexL 

( T  >  I  do  not  hurt  them, 

<  H )  who  is  it  then. 

( T  )  the  devil  for  ought  I  know. 

i  H)  Did  you  never  see  the  dcviL 

( T  >  The  devil  came  to  me  and  bid  me  serve  him. 

(  H )  WT.o  have  you  seen. 

<  T  >  Fear  women  sometimes  hurt  the  children. 
(  H )  Woo  were  they. 

<  T  >  Goode  Osbnm  and  Sarah  Good  and  I  doe  not  know  who  the 
other  were.  Sarah  Good  and  Osbume  would  have  me  hurt  the  children 
but  I  would  not  she  further  saith  there  was  a  tale  man  of  Boston  that 
she  did  see. 

( H)  when  did  you  see  them. 
(  T  )   Last  night  at  Boston. 
(H)  what  did  they  say  to  you. 

they  said  hurt  the  children 
(H)  and  did  you  hurt  them 
(T)  no  there  is  4  women  and  one  man  they  hurt  the  children  and 
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they  lay  all  upon  me  and  they  tell  me  if  I  will  not  htiit  the  children  they 
will  hurt  me. 

(H)  but  did  you  not  hurt  them 

(T)  yes,  but  I  will  hurt  them  no  more. 

(H)  are  you  not  sorry  you  did  hurt  them. 

(T)  yes. 

(H)  and  why  then  doe  you  hurt  them. 

(T)  they  say  hurt  children  or  wee  will  doe  worse  to  you. 

(H)  what  have  you  seen. 

an  man  come  to  me  and  say  serve  me. 

(H)  what  service. 

(T)  hurt  the  children  and  last  night  there  was  an  appearance  that 
said  kill  the  children  and  if  I  would  no  go  on  hurting  the  children  they 
would  do  worse  to  me. 

(H)  what  is  this  appearance  you  see. 

(T)  Sometimes  it  is  like  a  hog  and  sometimes  like  a  great  dog,  this 
appearance  shee  saith  shee  did  see  4  times. 

(H)  what  did  it  say  to  you 

( T)  it  s  the  black  dog  said  serve  me  but  I  said  I  am  afraid  he  said 
if  I  did  not  he  would  doe  worse  to  me. 

(H)  what  did  you  say  to  it. 

(T)  I  will  serve  you  no  longer,  then  he  said  he  would  hurt  me  and 
then  he  looked  like  a  man  and  threatens  to  hurt  me,  shee  said  that  this 
man  had  a  yellow  bird  that  kept  with  him  and  he  told  me  he  had  more 
pretty  things  that  he  would  give  me  if  I  would  serve  him. 

(H)  what  were  these  pretty  things. 

(T)  he  did  not  show  me  them. 

( H )  what  also  have  you  seen 

(T)  two  rat!i,  a  reti  rat  and  a  black  rat. 

(H)  what  did  they  say  to  you. 

(T)  they  said  serN-e  me. 

(H)  when  did  >"ou  see  them. 

(T)  last  night  and  they  said  sen-e  me«  but  I  said  I  would  not 

(H)  what  ser>ice. 

{T)  shee  said  hurt  the  children. 

{H)  did  >x>u  nvM  pim^h  KH^Mh  r^wbhaM  this  morning 

{T)  the  man  bix>U|i;ht  her  to  me  anti  nvide  me  pinch  her 

(H)  whv  did  \\>u  goe  to  'Hkmius  Putnams  last  night  and  hurt  his 
«lnld- 
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(T)  they  pull  and  hall  me  and  make  me  goe 

(H)  and  what  would  have  you  doe. 
Kill  her  with  a  knif. 

Left.  Fuller  and  others  said  at  this  time  when  the  child  saw  these  per- 
sons and  was  tormented  by  them  that  she  did  complayn  of  a  knife,  that 
they  would  have  her  cut  her  head  off  with  a  knife. 

(H)  how  did  you  go 

(  T  )  we  ride  upon  stickes  and  are  there  presently. 

(H  )  doe  you  goe  through  the  trees  or  over  them. 

(T)  we  see  nothing  but  are  there  presently. 

[  H]  why  did  you  not  tell  your  master. 

[T]  I  was  afraid  they  said  they  would  cut  of  my  head  if  I  told. 

[  H]  would  you  not  have  hurt  others  if  you  cold. 

[T]  They  said  they  would  hurt  others  but  they  could  not 

[  H]  what  attendants  hath  Sarah  Good. 

[  T  ]  a  yellow  bird  and  shee  would  have  given  me  one 

[H  ]  what  meate  did  she  give  it 

[T]  it  did  suck  her  between  her  fingers. 

[H  ]  did  not  you  hurt  Mr  Currins  child 

[T]  goode  good  and  goode  Osbum  told  that  they  did  hurt  Mr  Cur- 
rens  child  and  would  have  had  me  hurt  him  two,  but  I  did  not. 

[H  ]  what  hath  Sarah  Osbum. 

[T]  yellow  dog,  shee  had  a  thing  with  a  head  like  a  woman  with 
2  legges,  and  wings.  Abigail  Williams  that  lives  with  her  Uncle  Parris 
said  that  she  did  see  the  same  creature,  and  it  turned  into  the  shape 
of  Goode  Osbum. 

[H]  what  else  have  you  seen  with  Osbum. 

[T]  another  thing,  hairy  it  goes  upright  like  a  man  it  hath  only 
2  leggs. 

[H]  did  you  not  see  Sarah  Good  upon  Elizabeth  Hubbard,  last 
Saterday. 

[T]  I  did  see  her  set  a  wolfe  upon  her  to  afflict  her,  the  persons 
with  this  maid  did  say  that  she  did  complain  of  a  wolfe. 

T.  shee  further  saith  that  shee  saw  a  cat  with  good  at  another  time. 

[H]  What  cloathes  doth  the  man  go  in 

[T]  he  goes  in  black  clouthes  a  tal  man  with  white  hair  I  thinke 

[H  ]  How  doth  the  woman  go 

[  T  3  in  a  white  whood  and  a  black  whood  with  a  top  knot 

[H  ]  doe  you  see  who  it  is  that  torments  these  children  now. 
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[  T  ]  yes  it  is  Goodc  Good,  shee  hurts  them  in  her  own  shape 
[H  ]  and  who  is  it  that  hurts  them  now. 
[  T  ]   I  am  blind  now.     I  cannot  see. 

Salem  Village  Written  by  Exekiell  Cheevers. 


March  the  i**  169^ 


Salem  Village  March  i*  169I 


[William  ElUot  Woodward,  compiler],  Records  0/ SaUm  IVUchcra/t  {Kox- 
bury,  1864),  I,  n-48  passim. 


18.    Guilt  Contracted  by  the  Witch  Judges  (1697) 

BY    CHIEF   JUSTICE   SAMUEL   SEWALL 

Sewall  was  a  distinguished  Massachiurtts  man;  for  a  time  a  minister,  later  a  judge. 
In  the  latter  capacity  he  joined  in  the  condemnation  of  the  witches.  His  public 
humiliation  is  characteriitic  of  the  time.  —  Bibliography:  Tyler,  American  Litera- 
ture,  II,  99-103;  Wiusof,  Memarial  Hiitory  of  Hoiton^  II,  ch.  vi,  notes;  Channing 
and  Hart,  GuicU,  §  129.  —  See  Contemporaries,  I,  No.  149. 

COPY  of  the  Bill  I  put  up  on  the  Fast  day ;  giving  it  to  Mr.  Willard 
as  he  pass'd  by,  and  standing  up  at  the  reading  of  it,  and  bowing 
when  finished  ;  in  the  .\fternoon. 

Samuel  Sewall,  sensible  of  the  reiterated  strokes  of  God  upon  him- 
self and  family ;  and  being  sensible,  that  as  to  the  Guilt  contracted 
upon  the  opening  of  the  late  Comission  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  at  Salem 
(to  which  the  order  for  this  Day  relates)  he  is,  upon  many  accounts, 
more  concerned  than  any  that  he  kno\i*s  of.  Desires  to  take  the  Blame 
and  shame  of  it.  Asking  pardon  of  men,  And  especially  desiring  prayers 
that  God,  who  has  an  Unlimited  .Authority,  would  pardon  that  sin  and 
all  other  his  sins ;  personal  and  Relative  :  And  according  to  his  infinite 
Benignity,  and  Sovereignty,  Not  Visit  the  sin  of  him,  or  of  any  other, 
ttpon  himself  or  any  of  his,  nor  up>on  the  Land  :  But  that  He  would 
powerfiiUy  defend  him  against  all  Temptations  to  Sin,  for  the  future  ; 
and  vouchsafe  him  the  efficacious,  saving  Conduct  of  his  Word  and 
Spirit. 

Dmry  of  Samuel  Semati  (Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  CoUections,  Fifth 
Series,  V,  Boston,  1878).  1, 445. 
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19.    An  Explanation  by  Rhode  Island  (1699) 

BY  GOVERNOR  SAMUEL  CRANSTON 

Cranston  was  annually  elected  governor  of  Rhode  Island  for  thirty  years  (1696- 
1726);  a  firm,  popular,  and  successful  administrator.  This  letter  ts  addressed  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade.  —  Bibliography:  Arnold,  A'Aot/g  /s/and,  I,  544-548;  Winsor,  A'ar- 
ra/tvf  and  Cridcat  ffisiary,  11^376-380,  V.  163;  Lhanning  and  Hart,  CwiaV,  §  133. 
—  For  previous  Rhode  Island  history,  see  CcntitHporarits,  I,  ch.  xvii. 

RIGHT  Honorable  :  Your  letter  bearing  date  Whitehall,  October 
the  25th,  1698,  came  to  our  hands  the  5th  of  April  last,  as  like- 
wise the  duplicate  of  the  same,  we  received  the  same  day ;  wherein 
your  Lordships  do  signify  your  obser\'ation  of  the  long  interval  between 
the  date  of  your  letter,  the  9th  of  Febniar)',  1698-9,  and  our-answer  to 
the  same. 

May  it  please  your  Lordships  :  We  shall  not  justify  ourselves  wherein 
we  have  been  remiss,  or  negligent  in  that  affair ;  and  hope  your  Lord- 
ships will  not  impute  any  thing  of  contempt  in  us  for  the  same ;  and  we 
shall  for  the  future  endeavor  to  be  more  dilligent  and  observant  in  re- 
turning your  Lordships  an  answer,  and  giving  an  account  of  the  affairs 
of  this  government.  But  we  having  no  shipping  that  sails  directly  from 
this  Collony,  and  many  times  we  are  disappointed  for  want  of  timely 
notice  from  other  places,  the  which  has  been  a  great  disappointment  to 
us  in  the  performance  of  our  duty  to  your  Lordships. 

Your  Lordships  are  also  pleased  to  signify  that  our  letter  was  princi- 
pally in  vindication  of  our  conduct  in  relation  to  piracies  and  pirates, 
&c.  We  hope  your  Lordships  will  put  that  constructions  upon  our 
writing,  that  we  do  not  vindicate  ourselves,  wherein  we  have  ignorantly 
erred,  or  for  want  of  better  knowledge  and  a  right  method  we  have  gone 
out  of  the  due  form  and  practice  your  I^ordships  have  now  prescribed 
for  us;  and  wherein  we  did  or  do  vindicate  ourselves,  it  is  in  our  inno- 
ccncy,  and  it's  said  sins  of  ignorance  ought  to  be  forgiven.  And  we  do 
humbly  beg  your  Ixirdships'  pardon  for  the  same,  hoping  for  the  future 
to  be  more  circumspect.  Your  Lordships  having  been  so  favorable  as  to 
give  us  directions  and  instructions,  the  which  we  accept  as  a  most 
bountiful!  favor  from  you,  and  shall  with  our  best  endeavors  follow  the 
same  accordingly. 

Your  Lordships  are  also  pleased  to  require  a  copy  of  all  private  com- 
missions which  have  been  granted  to  any  persons  from  this  government, 
with  the  bonds,  &c.     And  in  obedience  to  your  Lordships'  command. 
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we  have  herewith  sent  copies  of  such  commissions  (if  they  may  properly 
be  so  called),  they  being  only  defensive,  and  were  granted  by  the 
Deputy  Governor  (cuntrary  to  the  mind  of  the  then  Governor),  and  he 
not  knowing  the  due  form  and  method  in  such  cases,  took  no  bonds, 
concluding  as  he  hath  solemnly  declared,  that  they  were  bound  upon  a 
merchandizing  voyage ;  their  design  being  unknown  to  ihe  authority. 

Your  Lordships  are  further  pleased  to  require  copies  of  the  tryall  of 
George  Cutler  and  Robert  Munday,  with  all  proceedings  from  first  to 
last,  relating  to  the  same  ;  and  of  all  other  persons  and  things  in  the  like 
case.  Likewise  a  copy  of  the  laws  and  Acts  of  this  government,  all 
which  we  have  accordingly  done.  Humbly  submitting  ourselves  to  your 
Lordships'  favorable  constructions  upon  any  thing  that  may  therein  be 
found  amiss  ;  we  being  wholly  ruled  and  governed  by  the  good  and 
wholesome  [laws]  of  our  Mother,  the  kingdom  of  England,  as  far  as  the 
constitution  of  our  place  will  bear  j  and  we  doubt  not,  but  your  Lord- 
ships are  sensible  that  in  these  remote  parts,  we  cannot  in  every  punc- 
tilio follow  the  niceties  of  the  laws  of  England ;  but  it  will  be  a  great 
damage  to  his  Majesty's  interest  in  the  setthng  and  peopling  the  country. 

We  do  also  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  Lordships'  letter  bearing 
date  Whitehall,  February  the  3d,  1698-9,  with  his  Majesty's  Instructions, 
relating  to  the  observation  of  the  Acts  of  trade,  &c. ;  all  which  we 
kindly  accept,  and  shall  with  the  best  of  our  endeavors  comply  with  the 
same,  and  we  do  further  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  a  letter  bearing 
dale  White halJ,  January  the  24th,  1698-9  (the  which  came  to  our  hands 
the  24th  instant),  wherein  his  Majesty  gives  us  to  understand,  that 
severall  ships  of  force  have  been  fitted  out  of  Scotland,  with  an  intent  to 
settle  in  some  parts  of  .\nierica,  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  knowledge, 
forbidding  of  us  to  hold  any  correspondency  with  them,  whilst  ihey  are 
engaged  in  the  aforesaid  enterprise  ;  commanding  us  to  send  your  Lord- 
ships an  account  of  our  proceeds  therein.  In  obedience  to  which,  we 
forthwith  issued  out  a  Prodamation  concerning  the  same,  a  copy  of 
which,  we  herewith  send  you,  and  it  shall  be  our  further  endeavor  to  see 
it  duly  executed. 

And  may  it  please  your  Ixirdships  to  accept  this  further  information : 
that  on  the  beginning  of  April  last,  arrived  a  ship  upon  our  coast,  which 
was  by  the  men  that  did  belong  to  her,  sunk,  as  they  have  since  con- 
fessed. It  was  a  hagboat,  of  about  four  hundred  tons,  belonging  to 
London,  bound  for  the  Island  of  Borneo,  in  the  East  India,  whereof  one 
Capt'n  Gullop  was  Commander.     And  at  the  Island  of  Polonoys,  near 
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the  Island  of  Sumatra,  their  Commander  being  on  shore  with  severall 
others,  the  boatswain's  mate  of  said  ship,  one  Bradish,  with  severall 
others  combined,  and  run  away  with  her,  leaving  their  Commander  and 
severall  others,  on  shore,  at  said  Island  of  Polonoys. 

And  for  your  Lordships'  better  information,  we  have  herewith  sent 
you  the  examination  of  one  of  the  men,  now  a  prisoner  in  his  Majesty's 
jail  in  this  government,  who  after  the  sinking  of  the  said  ship,  distributed 
themselves  into  severall  parts  of  this  country,  and  are  all  taken  and 
secured  in  the  severall  governments,  except  one,  with  tlie  greatest 
part  of  their  money  that  they  brought  with  them. 

We  having  in  our  hands  to  the  value  of  twelve  hundred  pounds,  or 
thereabouts;  all  which  we  shall  secure  till  further  orders  from  your 
Lordships,  we  having  used  all  the  dilUgence  we  can  for  discovering  what 
more  may  be  distributed  about  the  country. 

We  shall  always  for  time  to  come  be  very  observant  in  following  your 
Lordships,  advice  and  Instructions,  in  all  cases  relating  to  his  Majesty's 
interest,  and  once  more  humbly  begging  your  I^ordships'  favorable  con- 
structions in  what  of  weakness  may  appear  in  us.  We  being  a  plain  and 
mean  sort  of  people,  yet  true  and  loyall  subjects  to  his  Most  Excellent 
Majesty,  King  William,  and  we  hope  time  will  make  manifest  the  same 
to  your  Ijordships,  we  being  not  insensible  of  the  many  enemies  we 
have,  who  hath  and  do  make  it  their  business  to  render  us  (to  his 
Majesty  and  your  Lordships),  as  ridiculous  as  they  can,  and  to  present 
things  to  your  Lordships  quite  contrary  to  what  they  are  or  were.  For 
instance,  there  is  one  Esquire  Randolph,  who  was  employed  by  the 
Commissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  who  did  publickly  declare 
he  would  be  a  means  to  eclipse  us  of  our  priviledges ;  and  we  know  he 
picked  up  severall  fake  reports  against  us.  But  we  do  not  doubt  your 
Lordships  will  in  time  have  a  further  insight  and  knowledge  of  such 
men's  actions,  and  we  humbly  beg  of  your  Lordships,  that  you  will  not 
entertain  any  reports  against  us,  so  as  to  give  any  determination  on  the 
same,  to  our  ill  conveniency  till  we  can  have  liberty  to  answer  for  our- 
selves ;  we  having  commissionated  and  appointed  Jahleel  Brenton, 
Esq'r  (his  Majesty's  late  Collector  of  his  Customs  in  these  parts),  our 
Agent  to  answer  to  what  shall  be  objected  against  us,  or  in  any  other 
matter  or  thing,  relating  to  this  his  Majesty's  Collony,  begging  your 
Lordships'  favor  towards  him  in  what  shall  appear  just  and  right. 

So  having  not  further  to  offer  to  your  I>ordships  at  present,  but 
bumUy  submitting  ourselves  to  his  Most  Excellent  Majesty,  and  your 
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Lordships'  favorable  constructions  of  what  herein  shaU  appear  amiss ; 
wishiiig  his  Majesty  a  long  and  peaceable  reign,  and  your  Lordships 
health  and  prosperity  under  his  government 

Your  Lordships'  aiost  humble  servants, 

SAMUEL  CRANSTON,  Governor. 

Newport,  on  Rhode  Island,  the  27  th  of  May,  1699. 

John  Russell  Baitlett,  editor,  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island,  and 
Frovideme  Rlantaiions^  in  New  England  (Providence,  1858),  111,  373-375. 


20.    An  Historical  Sketch  of  New  England  (1720) 

BY    DANIEL    NEAL 

Danie)  Neal  was  an  intelligent  historian,  one  of  the  few  careful  writers  of  his  time. 
—  Bibliography:  Winsor,  Narrathe  ami  Critical  History,  V,  157-158;  Cbanning  and 
Halt,  Guitlf,  §  J  30.  —  For  previous  New  England  history,  see  Confempcraries,  I,  Part  V. 

Tk*  jHh<tbitaHti  'T^H  E  Inhabitan  ts  of  A^ew-  England  are  the  Posterity  of 
*/Ncw-Ene«and.  J^  the  old  English  Puritans  or  Nonconformists  to  the 
Church  of  England,  who  chose  to  leave  their  native  Country,  and  retire 
into  a  Wilderness,  rather  than  submit  to  such  Rites  and  Ceremonies  in 
Religion  as  they  apprehended  sinful.  They  did  not  differ  with  the 
Church  ifi  iiny  of  the  Articles  of  her  Faith,  but  they  scrupled  the  Vest- 
ments, kneeling  at  the  Sacrament,  some  Parts  of  the  Common- Prayer, 
and  the  promiscuous  Admission  of  all  Persons  to  the  Communion  ;  for 
these  things  they  were  silenced  and  deprived  of  their  Livings,  which 
put  great  Numbers  of  the  Ministers  under  a  Necessity  of  removing  with 
their  Followers  to  America, 

Tht&  S'Hmbtrs,  '^  "^  Number  of  Planters  that  went  over  to  New- 
AHdmtlttary  England  before  the  Year  1640,  were  about  4000;  after 
strtMgtk.  which  for  the  next  20  Years  they  had  no  Increase  but 

what  sprung  up  from  among  themselves  ;  In  the  Reigns  of  King  Charles 
II.  arvd  lshy\g  James  11.  great  Numbers  of  Z>/>ir/;/'^rj-,  both  Ministers  and 
People  went  over,  to  avoid  the  Hardships  they  suffer'd  from  the  Church  ; 
and  it  deserves  to  be  taken  Notice  of,  that  the  Increase  of  the  English 
Plantations  abroad  depends  ver>'  much  on  the  Treatment  the  Dissenters 
from  the  Established  Church  of  England  meet  with  at  home  :  When 
they  are  allowed  the  free  Exercise  of  their  Civil  and  Religious  Liberties, 
they  love  their  native  Country  too  well  to  leave  it ;  but  when  they  arc 
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oppress'd  fn  so  tender  a  Point  as  their  Consciences,  'tis  but  reasonable 
to  suppose,  that  many  of  them  will  go  where  they  can  make  themselves 
easy ;  for  the  Confirmation  of  this  Observation,  we  need  look  no  further 
at  present  than  Ireland ^  from  whence,  if  I  am  rightly  inform'd,  above 
6000  Scotch  Presbyterians  have  shipp'd  off  themselves  and  their  Effects 
within  these  few  Years  for  the  Plantations  of  America,  chiefly  on  the 
Account  of  the  Uneasinesses  they  were  under,  with  Regard  to  the  free 
Exercise  of  their  Religion  :  And  great  Numbers  are  still  going  over 
every  Suronier,  which  if  the  IvCgislature  are  not  pleas'd  to  take  into 
Consideration,  may  in  Time  very  much  weaken,  if  not  totally  subvert 
the  Protestant  Religion  in  that  Kingdom. 

To  such  Causes  as  these,  Nav- England  owes  the  vast  Increase  of  its 
Inhabitants  ...  the  whole  Number  of  Inhabitants  must  now  amount 
to  160  or  165,000,  and  of  them  about  30  or  35000  fighting  Men,  which 
is  the  Military  Strength  of  the  Country. 

From  this  Calculation  we  may  conclude,  that  the  Pronnce  of  New- 
England  is  in  no  great  Danger  at  present  from  any  of  its  Neighbours, 
for  the  Indians  are  an  inconsiderable  Body  of  themselves,  and  if  the 
French  should  joyn  them,  though  they  might  ravage  the  Frontiers  by 
their  flying  Parties,  they  could  make  no  Impressions  upon  the  Heart  of 
the  Country;  besides  the  Indians  are  divided,  some  being  in  Alliance 
urith  the  French,  and  others  with  the  English ;  so  that  in  case  of  a  War 
they  may  be  play'd  one  against  the  other.  .  .  . 

As  the  Government  q{  New- England  is  dependant  on 
the  Crown  of  England,  so  is  their  Trade  ;  His  impossible 
to  make  an  exact  Estimate  of  the  Exports  and  Imports  from  New- 
England,  without  examining  the  Custom- House- Books,  but  'tis  com- 
puted by  the  most  experienced  Merchants  trading  to  those  Parts,  that 
they  receive  from  Hfence  all  Sorts  of  Woollen- Drapery,  Silks,  Stuffs,  and 
Hats  ;  all  Sorts  of  Linnen,  and  printed  Calltcoes,  all  Sorts  of  Iron  Manu- 
facture, and  Birmingham  Ware,  as  Tools  for  Mechanicks,  Knives,  Scis- 
sars,  Buckles,  Nails  &*c.  to  the  Value  of  100,000  /.  annually,  and  upwards. 

In  Return  for  these  Goods,  our  Merchants  export  from  thence  about 
100,000  Quintals  of  dried  Cod-fish  yearly,  which  they  send  to  Portugal^ 
Spazn^  and  the  several  Ports  of  Italy,  the  Returns  for  which  are  made 
to  Lffndon  out  of  the  Product  of  those  Countries,  and  may  amount  to 
the  Value  of  about  80,000  /.  annually.  .  .  . 

BifT  in  the  Concerns  of  Civil  Life,  as  in  iheir  Dress,  Tables,  and  Con- 
,  they  affect  to  be  as  much  English  as  possible ;  there  is  no 
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Faiihion  in  Loftthn,  but  In  three  or  four  Months  i*  to  be  seen  at  Boston, 
nay,  ihcy  arc  jotul  of  the  very  Name  and  Person  of  an  English  Man, 
in»oini((  h  that  «tcjmc  who  have  had  no  great  Affection  for  the  People  on 
the  A(  r.<Jiiiit  of  ihcir  Prcci»enc»«,  have  yet  been  so  agreeably  entertain'd 
!>y  iIkmh,  an  to  leave  the  Country  with  Regret.  In  short,  the  only  Dif- 
fcrciMc  briwccn  an  OU  and  a  NnvEngiish  Man  is  in  his  Reiigion\ 
and  here  the  DiHa^rcemcrU  i»  chiefly  about  the  Liturgy,  and  Church- 
fldvcrnnicul,  ihc  one  bt-iiig  for  a  National  Church,  govem'd  by  Arch- 
ltitht>px,  /tf%ht>/>i,;ini\  a  (.'otnh'ctttion :  The  other  esteeming  all  Ministers 
to  !»e  fif  Ihf  Name  ( Jrdcr,  .mil  every  Society  of  Christians  meeting  together 
ill  ihc  «;inie  I'liice,  a  rompU-al  Christian  Church,  having  all  Ecclesias- 
tical Juriwliction  within  itself,  without  being  subject  to  a  Classis,  Synod, 
or  (Convocation  any  further  than  for  Afivice. 

ihfir  /Ui/hn/  1 1'  can't  be  denied  but  there  are  two  State- Factions  in 
lnttt*\(\.  Nrw  Etti;iattt/,  as  well  as  in  must  Kingdoms  of  Europe, 

which  have  arisen  partly  from  a  private  narrow  Spirit  in  some  leading 
Men,  who  ore  a  Sort  of  Spies  ti|)on  ihe  (lover[n]ment  they  live  under, 
and  expreHK  their  hi!*Iike  of  the  Management  of  pnhlick  Affairs  in  all 
Ciinipaiui'H,  I  hirlly  because  themselves  have  no  Share  in  it ;  but  I  can 
luwure  ihe  World,  that  Rr/igion  is  no  I'art  of  the  (Quarrel,  for  there  being 
no  Saciatnenial  IVsi  for  l^rcfcrmcnts  in  the  State,  all  Parties  of  Christians 
Among  tlicm  are  easy  ;  Mappy  lVo[dc  !  as  long  as  Religion  and  the  State 
continue  on  a  sei>arate  Basis ;  the  Magistrate  not  medling  in  Matters  of 
Religion  any  futlher  than  is  necessary  for  the  Preservation  of  the  pub- 
Jick  Peace  ;  nor  llie  Civurches  calling  for  the  Sword  of  the  Magistrate 
to  \x\k\  their  l-'cclesiastical  i'ensnres  with  corporal  Severities.  May 
<hey  long  lontiniie  on  this  Foot  a  Sanctuary  to  oppressed  Protestants  in 
All  Parts  of  the  WarUI  I 

Birr  nfter  all,  it  will  be  imj>ossible  for  Nfw-Ehgland  to  subsist  of 
ll«elf  for  some  Centuries  of  Years  ;  for  I  ho'  they  might  maintain  them- 
•elve«  against  their  Neighlxuirs  on  the  Continent,  they  must  starve  with- 
out ft  free  Trade  with  Eurt^pr,  the  Manufactures  of  the  Country  being 
very  inconsiderable  ;  so  that  if  we  could  supjKJse  them  to  rebel  against 
FmjgMtiJ^  they  must  throw  themselves  into  the  Arms  of  some  other 
^Wr«»AiAr,  who  would  protect  them  no  bnger  than  he  could  sell  them  to 
A!tl¥tllt«Ke ;  the  Firmck  and  Sp*9mianis  are  Enemies  to  their  Religion 
and  Civil  Liberties,  and  the  Ptttih  are  too  cautious  a  People,  to  run  the 
Ka<ar\l  of  losing  their  own  Country,  for  the  Alliance  of  another  at  so 
grcut  ft  Di»tAnce ;  I'is  thereHore  the  Grand  Interest  of  Nf»-E$tgl^mJ  to 
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.   The  Cbodiftoo  of  New  H;iiupshire  (1730/1 ) 

BT   LIZXrrZXAHT-COVEKNUK   JOHN 

Tb»  PJecrw^oy  ■■*■  ■  ifcMiirr  •     ^  -^       ^  >«   <  .L.-m.  .«  un. 

•igned.  M  ifvcan  ■•  W  hv  Wcacirart 
of  the  hoMe  J    I  w  ■   ■>  —  ■MiiBwpi 

6J-164;  ChHMM^s «M<  Hart,  (i^aaii^r.  ^  tAj.  — I'M  |()<«w><^  Ni>»  U«iti|;»lUiv  Ui» 

NSWBItS  Mf  dk  Qmrits  ituifr^m  M/  A^  ^/r  Mr  J^nf(r 

f.  The  BiBliiniKrf  l>r  pwwace  o>  ire,  u  between  the 
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province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  the  late  province  of  Maine, 
bordering  about  fifteen  miles  in  width  upon  the  Atlantic  Sea,  or  Western 
Ocean.  —  The  nature  of  the  country,  as  to  the  ground,  is  rough,  uneven, 
and  hilly,  but  for  the  most  part  a  good  soil,  being  a  mixture  of  clay  land 
and  loam,  well  watered,  and  suitably  adapted  for  hemp  and  flax,  and 
having  considerable  meadows  in  it.  As  to  the  climate,  'tis  cold.  Ports- 
mouth, the  capital  of  the  province,  is  in  forty  three  degrees  and  twenty 
minutes  north  latitude,  and  sixty  eight  degrees  west  from  London,  settled 
by  good  observations. 

2.  The  province  has  no  other  boundaries  than  what  are  expressed  in 
the  King's  commission  to  the  Governor,  and  they  are  from  three  miles 
to  the  northward  of  Merrimack  river  on  the  one  side,  to  Pascataqua 
river  on  the  other,  and  no  other  bounds  are  mentioned  in  the  said  com- 
mission, and  both  of  them  are  in  dispute  with  the  government  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay. 

3.  As  to  the  Constitution  of  the  government,  the  supreme  power 
here,  is  vested  in  the  Governor  and  Council,  (appointed  by  the  King,) 
and  a  house  of  representatives,  (chosen  by  the  people,)  who  make 
laws,  &c. 

4.  The  trade  of  the  province  is  lumber  and  fish.  The  number  of 
shipping  belonging  to  the  province,  are  five,  consisting  of  about  five 
hundred  tons ;  and  there  are  about  three  or  four  hundred  tons  of  other 
shipping,  that  trade  here  (annually)  not  belonging  to  the  province.  The 
seafaring  men,  are  about  forty.  The  trade  is  much  the  same  as  it  hath 
been,  for  some  years  past. 

5.  The  province  makes  use  of  all  sorts  of  British  manufactures 
amounting  to  about  five  thousand  pounds  sterling,  annually  in  value, 
which  are  had  principally  from  Boston. 

6.  The  trade  of  this  province  to  other  plantations  is  to  the  Caribbee 
Islands,  whither  we  send  lumber  and  fish,  and  receive  for  it  rum,  sugar, 
molasses  and  cotton  ;  and  as  to  the  trade  from  hence  to  Europe,  it  is  to 
Spain,  or  Portugal,  from  whence  our  vessels  bring  home  salt. 

7.  The  method  to  prevent  illegal  trade  is  by  a  collector  appointed  at 
home. 

8.  The  natural  produce  of  the  province  is  timber  (of  various  kinds 
(viz.)  (principally)  oak,  pine,  hemlock,  ash,  beech  and  birch,)  and  fish, 
and  they  are  the  only  commodity's  of  the  place. 

The  timber  is  generally  manufactured  into  beams,  plank,  knees, 
boards,  clapboards,  shingles  and  staves,  and  sometimes  into  house 
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frames,  and  the  value  of  those  commodity's  annually  exported  from 
hence  to  Europe  and  the  West- India  Islands,  is  about  a  thousand 
pounds  sterling.  Mem.  Besides  what  is  above  mentioned,  the  coast- 
ing sloops  from  Boston,  carry  from  hence  thither  in  fish  and  timber, 
about  five  thousand  pounds  per  annum. 

9.    No  mines  are  yet  discovered,  except  a  small  quantity  of  Iron  ore 
in  two  or  three  places. 

10.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  men,  women  and  children,  are  about 
ten  thousand  whites,  and  two  hundre<l  blacks. 

11.  The  inhabitants  are  increased  about  four  thousand  within  this 
few  years  last  past,  a  thousand  of  which  (atieast,)  are  people  from  Ire- 
land, lately  come  into,  and  settled  within  the  province ;  another  reason 
of  the  increase  of  late  more  than  formerly,  is  a  peace  with  the  Indians 
the  four  last  years. 

12.  The  militia  are  about  eighteen  hundred,  consisting  of  two  regi- 
ments of  foot,  with  a  troop  of  horse  in  each. 

13.  There  is  one  fort  or  place  of  defence,  called  Fort  William  and 
Mary,  situate  on  the  great  Island  in  New-Castle  which  commands  the 
entrance  of  Pascataqua  river,  but  is  in  poor  low  circumstances,  much 
out  of  repair,  and  greatly  wanting  of  stores  of  war,  there  not  being 
one  barrel  of  gun-powder,  at  this  time  in,  or  belonging  to  that  gar- 
rison. 

14.  There  are  no  Indians  in  this  province  now  in  time  of  peace,  that 
we  know  of 

15.  There  are  no  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of  this  province  that 
we  know  of,  except  in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  and  what  their  number  or  strength  is,  we  are  not 
acquainted. 

i6.  We  have  no  neighboring  Spaniards,  or  other  Europeans,  except 
the  French,  who,  according  to  the  best  intelligence  we  can  get,  are  ex- 
tremely numerous  and  strong  both  at  Canada  and  Cape-Breton. 

1 7.  The  effect  which  the  French  settlements  have  on  this  province  is, 
that  the  Indians  are  frequently  instigated  and  influenced  by  them  to 
disturb  the  peace  and  quiet  of  this  province,  we  having  been  often  put 
to  a  vast  expense  both  of  blood  and  treasure,  to  defend  ourselves  against 
their  cruel  outrages. 

18.  'I'he  revenue  arising  within  this  province  is  three  hundred  ninety 
and  six  pounds,  by  excise,  which  is  appropri.it ed  towards  the  Governor's 
salary,  and  about  three  or  four  barrels  of  gun-powder,  from  the  shipping, 
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which  is  spent  at  the  fort.     There  is  no  other  revenue,  but  by  tax  on 
polls  and  estates. 

19.  The  ordinary  expense  of  the  government  is  about  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  per  anmaii,  now  in  time  of  peace  j  the  extraordinary  and  con- 
tingent charges,  as  repairs  of  the  fort,  powder,  &c.,  are  about  five  hun- 
dred pounds  more. 

20,  The  establishments  are  six  hundred  pounds  per  annum  salary  on 
the  Governor,  eight  shillings  per  diem  on  each  Councillor,  and  six 
shillings  per  diem  on  each  Representative  during  the  session  of  the 
general  assembly,  and  a  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum  on 
the  officers,  and  soldiers  at  the  fort.  There  is  no  other  establishment 
civil  or  military  within  the  government,  but  the  general  assembly  make 
allowances  from  time  to  time  as  they  see  meet,  to  the  Treasurer,  Secretary, 
&c.  The  Judges,  Justices,  SherifTs,  Clerks,  and  all  other  officers'  fees 
are  fixed  by  a  law  to  be  paid  by  the  parties  and  persons  whom  they 
serve,  but  they  have  nothing  out  of  the  treasury.  .VII  the  officers,  civil 
and  military,  hold  their  places  by  commission  from  the  Governor,  except 
the  Councillors,  appointed  by  the  King ;  the  Recorder  of  deeds,  chosen 
by  the  general  assembly,  the  Clerks  of  courts,  nominated  by  the  Ju(iges 
of  the  said  courts  respectively,  and  Selectmen,  Assessors,  Constables, 
Tythingmen  and  other  town  officers,  chosen  by  the  towns,  at  their 
respective  town  meetings. 

New-Hampshire  Historical  Society,  Collections  (Concord,  1824),  I,  227-330. 


22.    Affairs  in  Connecticut  (1740^!  758) 

BY    ROGER    WOLCOTT    (1759) 

Wolcott's  experience  in  the  military  and  civil  affairs  of  Connecticut,  and  his  office 
as  governor,  make  him  an  admirabJe  source  of  information.  —  Bibliography :  Tyler, 
Amtrican  Literature,  11,44-46;  Winsor,  iVarrittive  an  J  Criiiail  History,  V,  \by, 
C'hanning  ami  Hart,  GuiJe^  §  130.  —  For  previous  Connecticut  history,  see  CoHtent' 
poraries,  I,  ch.  xviii. 

MR.  PRESIDENT:  You  have  several  times  moved  me  to  write 
a  History  of  New  Rnglamf,  especially  of  Cotifcticatt.  I  have 
told  you  I  wanted  both  ability  and  materials.  Since  that  two  of  the 
Councill  have  moved  me  to  the  same,  or  that  at  least  I  would  write  what 
hath  fallen  within  my  remembrance  and  observation. 


Urn.  9*2  Connecticiit  59 

TUs  jnat  meeds  be  a  lame  thing,  bat  choosing  ntber  to  xppcMX  weak 
tkaa  disobfiging,  I  ociksc  yon  the  foDoving  minit.  .  .  . 

Is  174a,  lot  present  Ma^estie  ordered  an  expedition  against  the  Span- 
id  West  Indies  to  be  oomanded  bv  the  Lord  Cathcart  Two  companrs 
were  imm  Caanrtinit  imder  Capt.  Newbeny  and  CapL  Sitiman.  Ther 
landed  aa  Caxtageike  and  toc^  seven!  forts.  It  was  supposed  the  Span- 
nrds  baa^  liie  town  of  Caitagene.  Most  of  the  American  forces  djed 
of  "*-^Tw«»  in  ths  expeditian.    A  hard  winter  dosed  the  year. 

In  1745.  tbe  Xew  England  governments  made  an  expedition  against 
Cape  Beetaa  Trndex  Genera]  Pepperill  with  an  army  of  5.700  men,  which 
as  tlie  genrTain  then  told  me  dniing  the  siege  of  Looisbonrg  was  reduced 
Id  3100  rahds.  After  a  siege  of  forty-nine  dMy%  on  the  1 7th  of  June 
&e  dtw  «iih  the  isbods  of  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns  &C  was  sarrendered 
«D  ^le  FaipHA  :  tike  French  inhabitants  were  sent  to  France. 

From  the  granting  of  the  charter  until  1 747,  the  Goveraor  and  Deputy 
Governor  were  chosen  and  declared  to  be  chosen,  as  well  as  tiie  .Assist- 
aea^  if  ther  had  more  votes  for  the  office  than  any  other  person,  but 
now  sosne  active  men  that  were  gi^'cn  to  change  fomented  an  opinion 
ihal  the  Goremor  nor  Deputy  Gorcmor  were  not  chosen  unles  they 
had  mare  votes  then  all  that  were  scattered  among  other  persons.  These 
mcB  were  of  such  activity  and  influence  that  in  1 749  neither  the  Gov- 
ernor nor  l>eputT  Goremor  could  be  declared  chosen  because  not  acccwxl- 
ing  to  this  standard,  but  since  neither  of  them  wanted  but  a  few  votes 
tbc  Assembly  elected  them.  Thus  they  were  not  blown  down  iho  mn(± 
shaken  ai  the  root.  Tbe  freemen  being  acquainted  br  this  that  the 
greater  part  did  not  vote  for  the  present  Governor  and  Deputy  Gmemor 
were  prone  to  mischief:  there  was  some  reason  for  it  tho'  unknown 
to  them,  and  made  them  attentive  to  be  informed  what  it  was.  The 
opinion  was  kept  up,  but  when  it  happened  there  was  no  choice  accord- 
ing to  this  standard  the  Assembly  elected  those  that  had  most  votes,  so 
tbere  was  no  alteration  made  and  the  end  of  these  schemers  not  answered 
as  yd,  nor  like  to  be  untiD  something  farther  was  done. 

In  the  beginning  of  1 754,  emmisarv's  were  veri'  busie  in  spreading  a 
report  that  the  Governor  had  extracted  vast  sums  of  the  supercargo 
of  a  Spanish  ship  put  into  New  London  by  distress,  and  so  embarassed 
ti»e  a&ir  that  the  Colony  was  h'able  to  pay  for  the  ship  and  cargo,  and 
tloEt  lbs  Governor  had  pleaded  with  the  Assembly  to  lax  the  Colony  for 
iL  ThcBc  reports  were  so  imprest  that  in  most  towns  they  were  dis- 
oT  SB  certain  facts.    Tho  this  was  a  palpable  brea<±  of  peace 


6o 


New  England 


[1740-175^ 


there  was  not  a  justice  found  to  bear  any  testimony  against  it  except  the 
court  at  Litchfield.  Yea  ihose  very  racn  that  had  approved  the  Gov- 
ernor's conduct  in  the  Assembly  now  did  nothing  to  assert  the  truth  in 
his  vindication. 

At  the  next  election  the  Governor  was  thrown  down  with  a  vengeance, 
and  when  down  thought  worthy  of  no  more  respect  than  a  coraon  porter. 

When  he  saw  himself  thus  for  future  despised  and  haled  by  all  as 
a  betrayer  of  his  trust  and  enemy  to  the  Colony  which  had  conferred 
so  many  honours  upon  him  he  found  it  a  burden  too  heavie  to  be  easie 
under.  He,  therefore,  complained  to  the  Assembly  that  he  was  con- 
demned unheard,  and  therefore  petitioned  that  he  might  be  examined 
upon  oath  concerning  these  facts  before  the  Assembly,  and  submitted 
himself  wholly  to  their  censure,  but  the  doors  were  shut  against  him. 
Yet  after  tins  election  the  aforesaid  opinion  for  the  choice  of  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Deputy  Governor  ceased  like  some  other  plagues  that  are 
periodical,  and  may  it  forever  cease. 

What  one  Governor  suffers  and  another  gains  by  an  intrigue  is  of  no 
great  importance  to  the  public,  yet  in  my  opinion  it  is  l>est  to  let  things 
proceed  in  their  natural  course  and  that  our  wise  men  did  wisely  to  stop 
this  opinion  as  foolish  and  dangerous,  for  according  to  the  proverb  What 
is  bad  for  me  may  be  bad  for  thee,  by  turns. 

In  the  year  1755,  an  expedition  was  made  against  the  French  in 
North  America  under  Gen"  Shtrly  and  General  Johnson,  General  Shirly 
did  nothing  but  blunder  Gen"  Johnson  beat  the  French  at  Lake  George 
and  erected  a  fort  there.     Gen"  Bradock  was  defeated  and  slain. 

In  1756,  the  expedition  was  renewed,  and  by  the  misconduct  of  Gen" 
Shirly  and  Gen"  Web  the  French  took  Oswego  and  our  flotta  on  Ontario. 
The  fort  was  demohshed  and  the  garrison  led  into  captivity. 

In  1757,  Gen"  Web  lost  Fort  William  Henry  and  our  flotta  on  Lake 
George.  The  garrison  capitulated  to  before  him,  but  the  French  suf- 
fered  the  Indians  to  murther  many  of  them  and  strip  and  horribly  abuse 
the  rest.     The  fort  was  demoUshed. 


I 


Great  Britain  doU  tliou  take  delight 

To  sec  America  look  chearly? 
Suspend  us  in  no  spider's  IVet 

And  never  more  send  as  a  Shirley. 

In  1758,  Gen"  Amherst  took  Louisbourg,  the  islands  of  Cape  Breton, 
St.  Johns  &c.    The  inhabitants  were  sent  lo  France.    Gen"  Abercrombie 
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came  off  with  lam  and  Cariiong.    We  took  Fort  Frontenw;  and  in  th» 
fan  of  the  jear  Deqneane  by  G«n"  Forbs. 

?.  Since  it  is  upon  your  desire  I  have  exposed  niysetf  by  this  ine^n 
performance,  I  hope  you  will  receive  it  with  canduur.  1  huve  iiuthuni 
but  my  memory  to  depoid  upon*  which  in  a  luuii  advancc«l  to  tho 
cightT-frnt  year  of  his  age  is  but  a  poor  library.  Yet  I  am  cuitt'hieiit 
the  chronology  and  the  fiurts  are  true  and  will  be  tbuud  mi  when  iiH(Uiicd 
into. 

I  hare  long  wished  for  a  History  of  New  En^^and  and  hoped  Mr.  Prince 
his  Ckr»m^£ggu  would  have  laid  a  good  foundation  for  it,  but  ho  hit*  Itlt 
it  unfinished. 

This  small  mite  cast  into  this  treasury  is  my  whole  !»ul>ftlani.c,  .ititl 
if  men  of  abtlzcy  wocdd  out  of  their  abundance  cast  in  pfopuiituitally 
we  might  hare  a  good  History  of  the  Colony  and  uf  New  feliigiitiid, 
before  it  is  too  bte  to  get  materials. 

I  am  3tc.  (.   u/ 

Tp  Mr.  PreTident  Clap. 

CormmicBi  Haeorical  Society,  CalUaiams  (Hartford,  \^%)y   lit,    )JS  )J^ 
p^sstm. 


23.    "  Boston  the  Metropolis  of  North  America" 
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The  Streets  are  very  Erregular  the  Main  Streets  are  Broad  and  Paved 
with  Stone  the  Cross  Streets  are  but  Narrow  mostly  Paved  Except 
towards  the  Outskirts  the  Towne.  The  Towne  Extends  ab*  two  Miles 
in  Lenght  North  and  South  and  is  in  some  places  ^  mile  and  Others  f 
mile  Broad  has  One  Main  Street  Run*  the  whole  Length  The  Towne 
from  North  to  South  and  Tolerable  broad  the  Situation  is  Vastly  Pleas- 
ant being  on  a  Neck  I^nd  The  Tide  Flowing  on  Each  Side  that  Part 
the  Towne  may  be  termed  an  Island,  the  water  which  Parts  it  from  the 
Main  Contenant  is  about  20  Foot  Over  with  draw  Bridges  and  where 
the  Tide  Runs  very  Strong  trough.  The  Harbour  is  defended  by  a 
Strong  Castle  of  a  Hundred  Guns  Built  upon  An  Island  where  the 
Shipping  must  pass  by  and  within  Hale  its  Situation  is  Extroardenary 
as  it  Commands  on  Every  Side  and  is  Well  Built  and  kept  in  Exceeding 
Good  Order.  The  Tyde  in  the  Harbour  Flows  about  12  or  13  Foot 
Perpendicular  at  the  Full  and  Change  moon  its  Very  Inconvenient  for 
Loaded  Vessells,  as  they  have  not  more  then  1 2  Foot  water  at  the  End 
the  Long  wharf,  which  wharf  is  noted  the  Longest  in  North  America 
being  near  half  an  English  Mile  in  Lenght  and  runs  direct  out.  One 
side  whereof  is  full  of  whare  Houses  from  One  End  to  the  Other.  The 
Bostoniers  Build  a  Vast  Numb'  Vessells  fOr  Sale  from  Small  Sloops  up 
to  Topsail  Vessells  from  a  Hundred  Tons  to  3,  4  and  5  Hundred  Tons, 
and  are  noted  for  Good  Sailing  Vessels,  they  Runn  mostly  upon  keene 
Built  and  very  strong  Counted  about  15  Saile  upon  Stocks,  which  they 
Launch  in  Cradills  at  the  full  and  Change  the  Moon.  This  Place  has 
about  Twelve  Meeting  Houses  and  Three  Curches  which  are  all  Very 
Indifferent  Buildings  of  no  manner  of  Architect  but  Very  Plain  at  the 
North  End  they  have  a  Ring  of  Bells,  which  are  but  Very  Indifferent. 
They  have  but  One  Markett  which  is  all  Built  of  Brick  alx>ut  Eighty 
Foot  Long  and  Arch'd  on  .Both  Sides  being  Two  Stories  heigh  the  upper 
part  Sashd,  which  Comprehends  Several  The  Publick  Offices  the  Towne, 
at  the  Southermost  End  is  the  Naval  Office  The  Middle  The  Surveyars 
the  Marketts  Offices  They  have  Also  a  Town  House  Built  of  Brick, 
Situated  in  Kings  Street,  Its  a  very  Grand  Brick  Building  Arch'd  all 
Round  and  Two  Storie  Heigh  Sashd  above,  its  Lower  Part  is  always 
Open  Designd  as  a  Change,  tho  the  Merchants  in  Fair  weather  make 
their  Change  in  the  Open  Street  at  the  Eastermost  End,  in  the  upper 
Story  are  the  Councill  and  Assembly  Chambers  &c.  it  has  a  Neat  Cupulo 
Sashd  all  round  and  which  on  rejoycing  days  is  Elluminated,  As  to  Gov- 
ernment Boston  is  dependent  and  Subordinate  to  Englands  for  its  Laws 
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Stc.  being  a  Kings  Government,  The  Governour  is  a  Person  appointed 
from  Home  who  Represents  his  Majesty.  The  Govemm'  Laws  are 
Compyld  by  the  Councill  ami  Great  and  General  Assembly,  the  For- 
mer Represents  the  House  of  Loards  and  the  Latter  the  Commons,  and 
the  Governour  Signs  them  and  then  they  Pass  in  a  Law,  In  Boston 
rhey  are  very  Strict  Observers  of  the  Sabaih  day  and  in  Service  times 
no  Persons  are  atlow'd  the  Streets  but  Doctors  if  you  are  found  upon 
the  Streets  and  the  Constables  meet  you  they  Compell  you  to  go  either 
to  Curch  or  Meeton  as  you  Chujtse,  also  in  Svveareing  if  you  are  Catcht 
you  must  Pay  a  Crown  Old  Tenor  for  Every  Oath  being  Convicted 
thereof  without  farther  dispute  the  |*^'  of  the  Inhabitants  are  Strict 
Presbytenans. 

Extracts  from  Capt.  Francis  GoeUfs  Jonrnal^  in  I^tw-England  Historical 
and  Gemalogicai Register  (Boston,  1870),  XXIV,  62-63. 


24.    "  Overweening  Prejudice  in  Favor  of  New 
England"  (1775) 

BY   JOHN    ADAMS 

John  Adams,  schoolmaster,  lawyer,  pul>lic  man,  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
diplomat,  and  later  vice-president  and  president  of  the  United  States,  was  one  of 
the  keenest  observers  of  his  time.  —  Bibliography :  Cbanning  and  Hart,  Guide,  §§  1 30, 
136. 

THERE  is  in  the  human  breast  a  social  affection  which  extends  to 
our  whole  species,  faintly  indeed,  but  in  some  degree.  The  nation,, 
kingdom,  or  community  to  which  we  belong  is  embraced  by  it  more 
vigorously.  It  is  stronger  still  towards  the  province  to  which  we  be- 
long, and  in  which  we  had  our  birth.  It  is  stronger  and  stronger  as  we 
descend  to  the  county,  town,  parish,  neighborhood,  and  family,  which 
we  call  our  own.  And  here  we  find  it  often  so  powerful  as  to  become 
partial,  to  blind  our  eyes,  to  darken  our  understandings,  and  pervert 
our  wills. 

It  is  to  this  infirmity  in  my  own  heart  that  I  must  perhaps  attribute 
that  local  attachment,  that  partial  fondness,  that  overweening  prejudice 
■in  favor  of  New  England,  which  I  feel  very  often,  and  which,  I  fear, 
sometimes  leads  me  to  expose  myself  to  just  ridicule. 

New  England  has,  in  many  respects,  the  advantage  of  every  other 
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colony  in  America,  and,  indeed,  of  every  other  part  of  the  world  that  I 
know  anything  of, 

1.  The  people  are  purer  English  blood  ;  less  mixed  with  Scotch,  Irish, 
Dutch,  French,  Danish,  Swedish,  etc,  than  any  other ;  and  descended 
from  Englishmen,  too,  who  left  Europe  in  purer  limes  than  the  present, 
and  less  tainted  with  corruption  than  those  they  left  behind  them, 

2.  The  institutions  in  New  England  for  the  support  of  religion, 
morals,  and  decency  exceed  any  other ;  obliging  every  parish  to  have 
a  minister,  and  every  person  to  go  to  meeting,  etc. 

3.  The  public  institutions  in  New  England  for  the  education  of  youth, 
supporting  colleges  at  the  public  expense,  and  obliging  towns  to  main- 
tain grammar  schools,  are  not  equaled,  and  never  were,  in  any  part  of 
the  world. 

4.  The  division  of  our  territory,  that  is,  our  counties,  into  townships ; 
empowering  towns  to  assemble,  choose  ofBcers,  make  laws,  mend  roads, 
and  twenty  other  things,  gives  every  man  an  opportunity  of  showing  and 
improving  that  education  which  he  received  at  college  or  at  school,  and 
makes  knowledge  and  dexterity  at  public  business  common. 

5.  Our  law  for  the  distribution  of  intestate  estates  occasions  a  frequent 
division  of  landed  property,  and  prevents  monopolies  of  land. 

But  in  opposition  to  these  we  have  labored  under  many  disadvantages. 
The  exorbitant  prerogative  of  our  Governors,  etc.,  which  would  have 
overborne  our  liberties  if  it  had  not  been  opposed  by  the  five  preceding 
particulars. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  editor.  Familiar  Lettgrs  of  John  Adatns  and  his  Wifi 
(New  York,  1876),  120-121. 
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CHAPTER    IV  — MIDDLE   COLONIES 
25.    Pennsylvania,  the  Poor  Man's  Paradise  (1698) 

BV    GABRIEL    THOMAS 

Gabriel  Thomas,  one  of  the  most  sprightly  and  individual  of  colonial  writers, 
labored  for  seventeen  years  to  build  up  the  Quaker  settlements  in  America. — 
Bibliography:  Tyler,  American  Literature^  II,  228-229;  Winst>r,  Narrative  and 
Critical  History ,  V,  242-245;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  ^  108.  —  For  previous 
Pennsylvania  history,  see  Contemporaries,  I,  ch,  xxiv, 

AND  now  for  their  Lots  and  Lands  in  City  and  Countrey,  in  their 
great  Advancement  since  they  were  first  laid  out,  which  was 
within  the  compass  of  about  Twelve  Years,  that  which  might  have  been 
bought  for  Fifteen  or  Eighteen  Shillings,  is  now  sold  for  Fourscore 
Founds  in  ready  Silver ;  and  some  other  Lots,  that  might  have  been 
then  Purchased  for  Three  Pounds,  within  the  space  of  Two  Years,  were 
sold  for  a  Hundred  Pounds  a  piece.  .  .  . 

Now  the  true  Reason  why  this  Fruitful  Countrey  and  Florishing  City 
advance  so  considerably  in  the  Purchase  of  Lands  both  in  the  one  and 
the  other,  is  their  great  and  extended  Traffique  and  Commerce  both  by 
Sea  and  Land,  viz.  to  New-York,  New-Efiji^iantf,  P'irginia,  Mary-Lancf, 
Carolina,  Jamaica y  Barhadoes^  Neins^  Afonseraf,  Aftffgo,  St.  Crisiophers, 
Barmudots,  New- Found- Land^  Maderas,  Salteittdeoits,  and  Old-Eng- 
land; besides  several  other  places.  Their  Merchandize  chiefly  consists 
in  Horses,  Pipe-Sfaves,  Pork  and  Beef  Salted  and  Barrelled  up,  Breads 
and  Flower,  all  sorts  of  Grain,  Pease^  Beans,  Skins,  Furs,  Tobacco,  or 
Pot-Ashes,  H'ax,  &:c.  which  are  Barter'd  for  Rumm,  Sugar,  Molasses, 
Siher,  Negroes,  Sail,  IVinr,  Linen,  IIoushidd-Goods ,  &c. 

However,  there  still  remain  Ixjts  of  Land  both  in  the  aforesaid  City 
and  Country,  that  any  may  Purchase  almost  as  cheap  as  they  could  at 
the  first  Ikying  out  or  Parcelling  of  either  City  or  Country,  .  .  . 

...  the  Countrey  at  the  first,  laying  out,  was  void  of  Inhabitants 

■  (except  the  Heathens,  or  very  few  Christians  not  worth  naming)  and 

not  many  People  caring  to  abandon  a  quiet  and  easie  (at  least  toleralile) 

Life  in  their  Native  Countrey  (usually  the  most  agreeable  to  all  Man- 
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kind)  to  seek  out  a  new  hazardous,  and  careful  one  in  a  Foreign  Wilder- 
ness or  Desart  Countrey,  wholly  deslitutc  of  Christian  Inhabitants,  and 
even  (o  arrive  at  whichj  ihey  must  pass  over  a  vast  Ocean,  expos'd  to 
some  hangers,  and  not  a  few  Inconveniencics  :  But  now  all  those  Cares, 
Fears  ami  Hazards  are  vanished,  for  the  Countrey  is  pretty  well  Peopled, 
and  very  much  Improv'd,  and  will  be  more  every  Day,  now  the  Dove  is 
return*d  with  the  Olive-branch  of  Peace  in  her  Mouth. 

I  must  needs  say,  even  the  Present  Encouragements  are  very  great  and 
inviting,  for  Poor  People  (Iwth  Men  and  Women)  of  all  kinds,  can  here 
gel  three  times  the  Wages  for  their  labour  they  can  in  Englami  or  IVitlfs, 

I  shall  itistamc  in  a  few,  which  may  serw  ;  nay,  and  will  hold  in  all 
the  rest.  The  first  was  a  Biack-Smitk^  (my  next  Neighbour)  who  him- 
self and  one  Negro  Nfan  he  had,  got  Fifty  Shillings  in  one  Day,  by 
working  up  a  Hundt^d  Pound  Weight  of  Iron,  which  at  Six  Pence  /Vr 
Pound  (and  that  is  the  common  ftice  in  that  Counircy)  amounts  to 
that  Summ.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Ffft'Makrrs  will  have  for  their  Hats  Seven  Shillings  a  piece, 
such  as  may  be  bought  in  En^ian^  for  Two  Shillings  a  piece  ;  yet  they 
buy  their  W<wfi  commonly  for  Twelve  or  Fifteen  Pence  per  Pound, 
And  as  to  the  Glatters^  they  will  haw  Five  IVnce  a  Quarry  for  ihcir 
dftss.  The  Rule  for  the  C^^pcrs  I  \\a^re  almost  forgot ;  but  this  1  can 
affirm  of  some  <«v>ho  went  from  Brist&l^  (as  their  Neig^boars  report)  that 
cottld  hardly  get  their  lAv-clihoods  there,  are  now  reckoned  in  f^nsO- 
tfama,  by  a  mod«st  Computation  to  be  worth  some  Hundreds,  (if  not 
TiNRnttnds)  of  Poumls.  The  Bakrrs  naake  as  White  Bread  as  any  in 
ISM»4^  and  as  for  their  Rule,  it  is  the  same  m  all  Parts  of  the  World 
that  I  have  been  in.  .  .  . 

Of  Laivy'ers  and  Physiaans  T  shall  say  nothing,  because  this  Coontney 
15  very  Peaceable  and  Healty  ;  long  may  it  so  continue  and  never  have 
occMkm  for  the  Tongue  of  the  one,  nor  the  Pen  of  the  otber,  telh 
«<|Wilt)r  "destrnCDh^  to  Mens  Estates  and  Lives  ;  besides  foraoMlli,  ibey;, 
Hang-M.^n  like,  have  a  License  to  Murder  and  make  Mischief.  Labaur- 
tn^-Men  have  commonK  here,  between  14  and  15  Pounds  a  Year,  and 
thm  Meat,  Drink,  Washing  and  l>odging  ;  and  by  the  Day  their  Wages 
is  generally  between  Eighteen  Pence  and  Half  a  Crown,  and  Diet  also  : 
But  in  Han'esi  they  have  usually  between  Three  and  Four  Shilling  each 
Day,  and  Diet.  The  Maid  S^n^anh  Wagfi  is  commonly  betwixt  Six 
and  Ten  Pounds y*/*^  Annum,  with  very  good  Accommodation.  And  for 
the  Women  who  get  their  Livelihood  b>'  their  own  Industry,  their  Labour 
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is  very  dear,  for  I  can  buy  in  London  a  Cheese-Cake  for  Two  Pence, 
bigger  than  theirs  at  that  price  when  al  the  same  time  their  Milk  is  as 
cheap  as  we  can  buy  it  in  London^  and  their  Flour  cheaper  by  one  half. 

Corn  and  Fiesh,  and  what  else  serves  Man  for  Drink,  Food  and  Ray- 
ment,  is  much  cheaper  here  than  in  England^  or  elsewhere  ;  but  the 
chief  reason  why  Wages  of  Servants  of  all  sorts  is  much  higher  here  than 
there,  arises  from  the  great  Fertility  and  Produce  of  the  Place  ;  besides, 
if  these  large  Stipends  were  refused  them,  they  would  quickly  set  up  for 
themselves,  for  they  can  have  Provision  very  cheap,  and  Land  for  a  very 
small  matter,  or  next  to  nothing  in  comparison  of  the  Purchace  of  Lands 
in  England \  and  the  Farmers  there,  can  better  afford  to  give  that  great 
Wages  than  the  Farmers  in  England  can,  for  several  Reasons  very  obvious. 

As  First,  their  I^nd  costs  them  (as  1  said  but  jast  now)  little  or  noth- 
ing in  comparison,  of  which  the  Farmers  commonly  will  get  twice  the 
encrease  of  Corn  for  every  Bushel  they  sow,  that  the  Farmers  in  Eng- 
land can  from  the  richest  Land  they  have. 

in  the  Second  place,  they  have  constantly  good  price  for  their  Com, 
by  reason  of  the  great  and  quick  vent  into  Barbadoes  and  other  Islands ; 
through  which  means  Silver  is  become  more  plentiful  than  here  in  Eng- 
land ^  considering  the  Number  of  People,  and  that  causes  a  quick  Trade 
for  both  Corn  and  Cattle  ;  and  that  is  the  reason  that  Corn  differs  now 
from  the  Price  formerly,  else  it  would  be  at  half  the  Price  it  was  at  then  ; 
for  a  Brother  of  mine  (to  my  own  particular  knowledge)  sold  within  the 
compass  of  one  Week,  about  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  fat  Beasts,  most 
of  them  goo<l  handsom  large  Oxen. 

Thirdly,  They  pay  no  Tilfifs,  and  their  Taxes  are  inconsiderable ;  the 
Place  is  free  for  all  Persuasions,  in  a  Sohtt  and  Civil  way ;  for  the 
Church  of  England  and  the  Quakers  bear  equal  Share  in  the  Govern- 
ment. They  live  Friendly  and  Well  together ;  there  is  no  Persecution 
for  Rehgion,  nor  ever  like  to  be  \  'tis  this  that  knocks  all  Commerce  on 
the  Head,  together  with  high  Imposts,  strict  Laws,  and  cramping  Orders. 
Before  I  end  this  Paragraph,  I  shall  add  another  Reason  why  Womens 
Wages  are  so  exorbitant ;  they  are  not  yet  very  numerous,  which  makes 
them  stand  upon  high  Terms  for  their  several  Services,  in  Semplering, 
tVashingt  Spinning,  Knifting,  Serving,  and  in  all  the  other  parts  of  their 
Imployments  ;  for  they  have  for  Spinning  either  Worsted  or  Linen,  Two 
Shillings  a  Pound,  and  commonly  for  Knitting  a  very  Course  pair  of 
Vara  Stockings,  they  have  half  a  Crown  a  pair ;  moreover  they  are 
usually  Marry'd  before  they  are  Twenty  Years  of  Age,  and  when  once  in 
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ihat  Noose,  are  for  the  most  part  a  lUtle  uneasic,  and  make  their  Hus- 
twinds  so  too,  till  they  procure  them  a  Maid  Servant  to  bear  the  burden 
of  the  Work,  as  also  in  some  measure  to  wait  on  them  loo.  .  .  . 

Render,  what  I  have  here  written,  is  not  a  Fu/w»,  Fkinty  Whim^  or 
any  sinister  De^igHy  either  to  Impose  upon  the  Ignorant,  or  Credulous,  or 
to  curry  Favour  with  the  Rich  and  Mighty,  but  in  meer  Pity  and  pure 
Compassion  to  the  Numbers  of  Poor  Lubouring  Men,  Women,  and  Chil- 
dren in  Efij^tiiHti,  half  starv'd,  visible  in  iheir  meagre  looks,  that  are 
continually  wandering  np  and  down  looking  for  Employment  without 
fiuinng  any,  who  here  need  not  lie  iillc  a  moment,  nor  want  due 
Encouragement  or  Reward  for  their  Work,  much  less  Vagabond  or 
Drone  it  about,  Mere  are  no  Beggars  to  be  seen  (it  is  a  Shame  and 
DiRgrace  to  the  Slate  that  there  arc  so  many  in  Engfami)  nor  indeed 
ha\e  any  here  the  least  Occasion  or  Temptation  to  take  up  that  Scandal- 
ous \jA7.\  Life.  .  .  . 

What  I  have  dehVer*d  concerning  this  Ptxfvinfe^  is  indisputably  true,  1 
vras  an  l\ye-Witness  to  it  all.  for  I  went  in  the  first  Ship  that  was  bound 
from  Enghnti  for  that  Countrey,  since  it  received  the  Name  of  Prnsil- 
v/tnt'a,  which  was  in  the  V'ear  1681.  The  Ship's  Name  was  the  yi^^w 
and  Sarah  of  Londotty  Pemy  Smith  Commander.  I  have  declin'd 
giving  any  Act^ount  of  several  things  which  I  have  only  heard  others 
si>e.^k  of,  because  1  did  not  see  ihcm  my  self,  for  I  ne^'cr  held  that  way 
infallible,  to  make  Reports  from  Hrarsay.  I  saw  the  first  Cellar  when 
It  was  digging  for  the  tise  of  our  Govcmour  IViU.  Penn. 

Gabriel  Thomas,  An  Historical  and  Gfograpkical  Accnunt  of  the  Prmtmce 
and  Coutitty  of  Petisihutnia.  etc.  r  I^rindon,  1698).  23-45  passtm. 


26.    Proposal  to  Unite  the  two  Jerseys  (1701) 

BY   THE    LORDS   COMMISSIONERS    FOR   TRADE    AND    PLANTATIONS 

TTih  p!'  !  b>' the  hen '      '   "  •        "       '  *  :r»monly 

called  thf  ").    Thci(  '"ifiA, 

No.  <4,*ii.i  N  .  H  ■  ■"  '   •'   — Bibliogra^..,,  .    .  .,.,.,,,., .^:,  .ii.,,  i.^.^,,, ,.^  .,.0.  —  For 

previous  «ccoant5  of  New  Jersey,  see  Ctm/^mpflrariet,  I,  ch.  mtv. 

IN  obedience  to  your  excellencies  commands,  signified   to   us  by 
Mr.  Yard,  upon  several  papers  laid  before  your  excellencies,  relat- 
ing to  the  state  of  his  majesty's  provinces  of  Kast  and  West-Jersey,  in 
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America :  We  have  considered  all  the  said  papers^  together  with  others 
of  the  like  nature,  that  were  already  in  our  hands ;  and  having  likewise 
heart!  what  the  proprietors  and  others  had  to  offer ;  we  thereupon  most 
humbly  reiJort  to  your  excellencies, 

That  those  countries  which  are  now  known  by  the  name  of  East  and 
West  New-Jersey,  were  granted,  together  with  several  other  territories, 
by  king  Charles  the  second,  by  letters  patents,  bearing  date  the  12th 
day  of  March,  1664,  to  the  then  duke  of  York,  his  heirs  and  assigns.  .  .  . 

That  the  said  duke  of  York  did  thereupon  grant,  convey  and  assign, 
the  said  provinces,  (by  the  names  of  Nova-Caesaria  or  New-Jersey) 
to  John  lord  Berkeley  and  sir  George  Carteret,  their  heirs  and  assigns, 
with  all  and  every  the  appurtenances  thereto  belonging,  in  as  full  and 
ample  manner  as  the  same  was  granted  to  him,  by  the  aforesaid  letters 
patents  of  king  Charles  the  second. 

That  his  said  majesty  king  Charles  the  second,  by  other  letters  patents, 
dated  the  29ih  of  June,  1674,  did  again  grant  and  convey  to  the  said 
duke  of  York,  all  the  said  lands  and  territories,  in  the  same  manner  as 
before  expressed  ;  and  that  several  sub-divisions  and  sales,  having  in  the 
mean  while  been  made  by  the  said  lord  Berkeley,  sir  George  Carteret, 
and  others  claiming  under  them  ;  he  the  said  duke  of  York,  did,  by 
indenture,  dated  the  6th  day  of  August,  1680,  grant  and  confirm  the 
province  of  West  New-Jersey,  with  all  the  appurtenances  thereunto 
belonging,  to  Edward  Byllinge,  of  Westininsler,  gent,  in  whom  the  title 
thereunto  then  was,  and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns  forever ;  and  did  in 
like  manner,  by  indenture,  dated  the  14th  day  of  March,  1682,  grant 
and  confirm  the  province  of  East  New- Jersey,  with  all  the  appurtenances 
thereto  belonging,  to  James  Earl  of  Penh,  William  I'enn,  esq  ;  and  sev- 
eral other  persons,  in  whom  the  title  to  the  same  then  was.  .  .  . 

That  the  present  proprietors,  who  derive  their  respective  titles  to 
their  several  shares  and  proiiorttons  of  the  soil  of  these  provinces,  by 
several  mean  conveyances,  from  and  under  the  aforementioned  grants 
to  Edward  Byllinge,  and  to  the  Earl  of  Perth,  and  other  persons  to 
whom  the  duke  of  York  had  immediately  conveyed  the  same  ;  do  in 
like  manner,  and  by  virtue  of  divers  such  mean  conveyances,  claim  the 
same  powers  and  rights  of  government  as  were  granted  by  king  Charles 
the  second,  to  the  duke  of  York  ;  and  by  him  to  others,  according  to 
the  tenor  of  the  aforesaid  indentures. 

That  nevertheless,  we  do  not  find,  that  any  sufficient  form  of  govern- 
ment has  ever  been  settled  in  those  provinces,  either  by  the  duke  of 
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York,  or  by  those  dairaing  under  him,  as  aforesaid  ;  but  that  many 
inconveniencies  and  disorders  having  arisen  from  their  pretence  of 
right  to  govern.  The  proprietors  of  East  New- Jersey,  did  surrender 
their  said  pretended  right  to  the  late  king  James,  in  the  month  of  April 
1688  ;  which  was  accordingly  accepted  by  him. 

That  since  his  majesty's  accession  to  the  crown,  the  proprietors  both 
of  East  and  West  New- Jersey,  have  continued  to  challenge  the  same 
right  as  before;  and  did  in  the  year  1697,  apply  themselves  to  us,  in 
order  to  their  obtaining  his  majesty's  approbation  of  the  person  whom 
they  desired  to  have  continued  governor  of  the  said  provinces,  but  at 
the  same  time  refused  to  enter  into  security  to  his  majesty,  pursuant  to 
the  address  of  the  right  honourable  the  house  of  lords,  of  the  i8th  of 
March,  1696,  that  the  person  so  presented  by  them  the  said  proprietors, 
should  duly  observe  and  put  in  execution,  the  acts  of  trade ;  yet  never- 
theless proceeded,  from  time  to  time,  to  commissionate  whom  they 
thought  fit,  to  be  governor  of  those  provinces,  without  his  majesty's 
approbation  ;  according  to  what  is  required  by  the  late  act,  for  pre- 
venting frauds  and  regulating  abuses  in  the  plantation  trade. 

That  in  this  manner  having  formerly  commissionated  col.  Andrew 
Hamilton,  afterwards  mr.  Jeremiah  IJasse  ;  then  again  superceding  their 
commission  to  mr.  Basse,  and  renewing  or  confirming  that  to  col.  Ham- 
ilton ;  and  ever  since  that  also,  some  of  them  having  sent  another  com- 
mission to  one  capt.  Andrew  Bown :  The  inhabitants  sensible  of  the 
defect  and  insufficiency  of  all  those  commissions,  for  want  of  his 
majesty's  authority,  have  upon  several  occasions,  some  of  them  opposed 
one  of  those  governors,  some  another,  according  as  interest,  friendship^ 
or  faction  had  inclined  them. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  East  New-Jersey,  in  a  petition  to  hh  majesty, 
the  last  year,  complained  of  several  grievances  they  lay  under,  by  the 
neglect  or  mismanagement  of  the  proprietors  of  that  province  or  their 
agents,  as  particularly,  that  from  the  latter  end  of  June  1689,  till  about 
the  latter  end  of  August  1692  (which  was  a  time  of  actual  war)  they  had 
not  taken  any  manner  of  care  about  the  government  thereof.  .  .  . 

That  it  has  been  represented  to  us,  by  several  letters,  memorials,  and 
other  papers,  as  well  from  the  inhabitants  as  proprietors  of  both  those 
provinces,  that  they  arc  at  present  in  confusion  and  anarchy  ;  and  that 
it  is  much  to  be  apprehended,  lest  by  the  heats  of  the  parties  that  are 
amongst  them,  they  should  fall  into  such  violences  as  may  endanger  the 
lives  of  many  persons,  and  destroy  the  colony. 
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That  the  greatest  number  of  the  proprietors  of  both  those  provinces 
residing  in  this  city,  being  hereby  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  his  raaj- 
csl)r's  authority,  for  the  preserving  of  peace  and  good  order  in  those 
countries,  have  lately  presented  a  petition  to  your  excellencies ;  in  the 
preamble  whereof,  though  they  still  seera  to  assert  their  title  to  the  gov- 
emaient  of  the  said  provinces  ;  yet  ne\'erthcless  in  the  end,  declare  they 
have  agreed,  and  are  ready  to  surrender  the  same  to  his  majesty,  upon 
sach  terras  and  conditions  as  are  requisite  for  preservation  of  their 
properties  and  civil  interests.  .  .  . 

That  the  proprietors  of  East  New-Jciscy,  residing  there,  have  signed 
and  sent  over  hither,  to  a  gendeman  whom  they  have  constituted  their 
agent  and  attorney  in  that  behalf,  an  absolute  and  unconditioned  sur- 
render of  their  right  to  the  government  of  that  province,  so  far  as  the 
same  is  in  them,  and  so  far  as  they  are  capable  of  doing  it  for  others 
concerned  with  them  in  that  propriety.  .  .  . 

Upon  all  which,  we  humbly  represent  unto  your  excellencies,  that  not 
being  satisfied,  that  the  aforementioned  grants  from  the  duke  of  York, 
( the  only  title  upon  which  the  said  proprietors  claim  a  right  to  govern- 
ment) without  any  direct  and  immediate  authority  from  the  crown,  were 
or  could  be  of  any  validity  to  convey  that  right,  (which  we  have  been 
informed  is  a  power  unalienable  from  the  person  to  whom  it  is  granted, 
and  not  to  be  assigned  by  him  unto  any  other ;  much  lero  divided,  sub- 
divided, and  conveyed  f^om  one  to  another,  as  has  been  done  in  the 
present  case)  We  did  thereupon  humbly  represent  to  his  majesty,  the 
1 8th  of  April,  1699,  that  a  tryal  might  be  had  in  Westminster- Hall,  upon 
a  feigned  issue,  whereby  their  claim  to  the  right  of  government,  mighl 
receive  a  determination. 

That  no  such  determination  having  yet  been  made,  nor  any  proceed- 
ings ( that  we  know  of)  had,  upon  the  iorementioocd  sarreoder ;  but  it 
being  generally  acknowledged,  both  by  the  inhabitants  and  proprietors 
of  the  aforesaid  provinces,  that  the  disorder  and  confosion  they  are  rkow 
fallen  into,  are  so  great,  that  the  poblick  peace  and  administraiion  of 
justice  is  interrupted  and  viobted ;  and  that  whilst  those  disorders  con* 
tinue,  there  neither  is,  nor  possibly  can  be,  any  due  provision  nuuic,  (or 
the  guard  and  defence  of  that  country,  against  an  enemy,  we  are  humblf 
of  opinion,  that  it  is  very  apedknt  (or  the  presenration  of  thote  terri' 
tones  to  the  crown  at  Eagbndt  and  for  tecariog  the  private  interest 
of  all  persons  concerned,  that  his  Balesly  would  be  pleased  to  constitute 
a  governor  over  those  provinces,  by  hif  immediate  cooiauision ;  which 
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together  with  the  instructions,  to  be  also  given  to  the  said  governor,  may 
contain  such  powers,  authorities  and  directions,  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  establishing  there  a  regular  constitution  of  government,  by  a  governor, 
council,  and  general  assembly,  with  other  civil  and  railiury  officers ;  and 
for  securing  to  the  proprietors  and  inhabitants,  all  their  properties  and 
civil  rights,  in  as  full  and  ample  manner,  as  the  like  are  enjoyed  by  any 
plantation,  under  governors  appointed  by  his  majesty's  immediate  com- 
mission ;  together  with  such  clauses  and  further  provisions,  as  may  be 
thought  reasonable,  in  order  to  prevent  the  interfering  of  that  colony 
with  the  interest  of  his  majesty's  other  planutions ;  as  the  proprietary 
governments  in  America  have  generally  done. 

Samuel  Smith,  The  History  of  the  Colony  of  A^ova-Ctesaria^  or  New-Jersty 
(Burlington,  New  Jersey,  1765),  Appendix,  566-570 /tfxjiiM. 


27.    The  Separation  of  Delaware  (1703) 

BY   SECRETARY   JAMES    LOOAN    (1/09) 

James  Logan  acted  at  secretary  and  aftent  Tor  WitUam  Penn  during  the  many 
years  in  which  the  pnmrietor  was  absent  from  his  c\>lony.  —  Bibtiofsraphy :  TVkr, 
Amtrican  LiUrature^  il»  2.^3-235;  VVinsor,  A'<»^rvri»>v  «tW  tyUicid  Hist&ry^  \\ 
308-209;  Channing  and  Hart,  Gmde^  |  loS.  — For  {jrevioas  accowntx  of  Ddaware, 
see  ConUmporarits^  I,  ch.  xxiv. 

Henry  Goldnkv,  Pt»9a<Wphk,  5a  Mowth  the  i«K  170^ 

Esteemed  Friend, 

I  WAS  favored  last  fall  with  thitte  and  <«!hcT  FVicrtds'  awswear  *o  mine 
of  3d  month  last ;  the  xx«teftts  of  which  were  extrMfteJy  satis- 
factory, and,  on  my  patt^  t  «^)>1  Tiot  be  wantitig  to  dischai^  my  dxm- 
to  the  utmost  of  my  po^^er.  .  .  . 

I  now  design,  through  t>re  greatest  confidence  in  th^-  fri«idshTp  both 
to  him  and  me,  to  he  v^  free  with  thee  in  an  affair  that  iwacrh*  con- 
cerns hitn  and  this  coantrx'  in  general,  in  which  1  shall  request  the^  to 
exercise  thy  best  thongjhts,  and,  aocofdtng  to  the  result  of  these,  heartily 
to  employ  the  necessan-  endeH\'0«rs.     The  case  is  brieft>  as  follows  ; 

This  go^Tmrnent  has  consisted  of  two  parN  :  the  Province  of  Penn- 
sylvania, anti  the  Three  l>OTS'er  Cotinties  on  Delaware.  To  the  first  the 
proprietor  has  a  most  clear  anH  undoubted  right,  both  for  soil  and  gov- 
ernment, b>'  the  King's  letters  patent  or  royal  charter ;  for  the  latter 
he  hiB  ismdh  less  to  ^how ;  for  the  soil  be  has  deeds  of  feofmem  from 
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the  Duke  of  York,  but  fur  the  government  not  so  much  as  is  necessary. 
After  his  first  arrival,  however,  in  these  parts,  he  prevailed  with  the 
people  both  of  the  province  and  those  counties  to  join  in  one  govern- 
ment under  him,  according  to  the  powers  of  the  King's  charter,  which 
nevertheless  extended  to  the  province  only,  and  so  they  continued,  nut 
without  many  fractions,  till  after  the  lime  of  his  last  departure,  when 
some  disaffected  persons  took  advantage  of  a  clause,  which  he  had  un- 
happily inserted  in  a  charter  he  gave  the  people,  and  broke  off  entirely 
from  those  lower  counties ;  since  which  time  we  have  had  two  assem- 
blies, that  of  the  pro>ance,  acting  by  a  safe  and  undisputed  power,  but 
that  of  the  other  counties  without  sufficient  (I  doubt)  to  justify  them. 
Last  fall  the  assembly  of  those  counties  took  occasion  to  inquire  mto 
their  own  powers,  upon  a  design  to  set  new  measures  on  foot,  and  have 
sent  home  an  address  by  one  of  their  members,  Thomas  Coutts's  brother, 
who  is  to  negotiate  the  matter  with  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  the  ministry, 
to  obtain  powers  to  some  person  or  other,  who  the  Queen  may  tliink  fit 
(though  CoutLs  designs  it  for  himself),  to  discharge  all  the  necessary 
duties  of  government  over  them.  This,  I  doubt,  will  give  the  proprie- 
tary great  trouble  ;  for  when  the  Council  of  Trade  is  fully  apprized,  as 
by  this  means  they  will  be,  that  those  counties  are  entirely  disjoined 
from  the  province,  it  is  probable  they  may  more  strictly  inquire  into  the 
proprietor's  right  of  government  and  legislation  with  the  people  there ; 
and  it  is  much  to  be  feared,  that  they  may  ad\ise  the  Queen  to  dispose 
of  the  government  of  those  parts  some  other  way,  which  would  be  ex- 
ceedingly destructive  to  the  interest  of  the  province  in  general  .  .  . 

L'poD  the  whole,  what  I  have  to  propose  is  this,  whether  it  would  not 
be  most  advisable  for  the  proprietor  to  consider  in  time  what  oieaiures 
are  most  fit  for  him  to  take  for  his  own  and  the  country's  intereit, 
beCore  the  bkm  falls  so  heaiy  that  it  may  prove  difficult,  if  at  all 
practicable,  for  him  to  ward  it  off;  whether,  therefore,  it  may  not  be 
most  pradent  tu  pan  with  the  government  of  both  province  and  k>wer 
coantiea  logeiher,  upon  the  best  terms  that  can  be  obtained,  before  it 
proves  too  laie  ior  him  to  procure  any.  If  he  should  hold  the  govem- 
locnt  of  die  ptoviiice.  nay  e^en  of  the  whole,  during  hik  life,  he  will 
never  gain  any  thtttg  by  it ;  and,  after  his  decease,  it  will  l>e  lost,  or  at 
least  be  pot  oat  of  the  hands  of  Friends,  and  perhaps  without  any  pre- 
▼knss  leras  at  all,  when  now  be  may  be  capable  himself  to  oegociaie  a 
lujcnder,  both  to  his  own  p»tti<>iil^  interest,  and  greatly  to  iKe  advin* 
tage  of  the  pnitmkm ;  bat,  whenever  this  b  dooe,  he  sboold  raDCBiber 
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our  present  lieutenant-governor,  who  will  be  a  sufferer  (I  fear,  at  best) 
by  undertaking  the  charge  ;  and,  if  any  thing  fall  of  course  in  the  way, 
I  wish  he  would  not  quite  forget  an  old  trusty  servant  of  his,  who  has 
been  drudging  for  him  these  ten  years;  (but  that  is  not  the  business.) 
This  I  thought  necessary  to  advise  thee  of,  considering  thee  as  one  of 
his  best  and  heartiest  friends,  and  desire  thee  to  communicate  the  mat- 
ter to  such  others  as  may  be  most  serviceable,  but  by  no  means  expose 
this  letter,  for  I  would  have  that  kept  very  private. 

I  have  wrote  to  the  same  purpose  to  the  proprietary  himself  very 
fully  ;  but  finding,  by  long  experience,  how  little  it  avails  to  write  to 
himself  alone  of  matters  relating  to  his  own  interest,  I  now  choose  this 
method,  and  give  this  early  notice  before  the  addresses  from  hence  shall 
come  to  hand,  which,  with  the  address  already  gone  from  the  lower 
counties,  will  certainly  do  our  business,  whether  the  proprietor  will 
agree  to  it  or  not,  and  therefore  best  take  lime  while  it  offers.  I  shall 
commit  this  to  thy  pnidence  and  discretion,  and  conclude, 

Thy  real  loving  friend. 

James  Logan. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  tVorks  (edited  by  Jared  Sparks,  Boston,  1836),  III,  573- 
575  passim. 


28,     Philadelphia,  **a  Noble,  Large,  and  Populous 
City"  (1710} 

BY    "RICHARD   CASTELMAN,   GENT." 

Tbii  account  is  appended  to  the  early  editions  of  TAf  Voyages  and  Acfventures  cj 
Cap/ain  Robert  Boyle,  the  authorship  of  which  is  variously  attributed  to  W.  R.  Chet* 
wood,  Benjamin  Victor,  and  Daniel  Defoe.  Castclman's  account,  however,  bears 
marks  of  authenticity.  —  Bibliography  :  Winsor,  Xarrative  and  Critical  History,  V, 
249.^  For  previous  accounts  of  Philadelphia,  sec  Contemporaries^  I,  Nos.  i5i,  163 

THERE  are  many  large,  beautiful,  well-built  Towns  in  the  Pro\Hnce 
of  Pensyivania^  of  which,  as  I  said  before,  Philadeiphia  is  the 
chief.  It  is  a  noble,  large,  and  populous  City,  standing  on  as  much 
Ground  as  our  English  City  of  Bristol,  seated  upon  a  Neck  of  Land 
form'd  by  the  Rivers  Delaware  and  the  SihuylkUl,  both  navigable  many 
Leagues  above  the  City.  It  is  built  square  in  Form  of  a  Chess-Board, 
with  each  Front  facing  one  of  the  Rivers. 
There  are  several  Streets  near  two  Mile  long,  as  wide  as  Nolhom,  ancl 
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better  built,  after  the  Engiish  Manner.  The  chief  are  Broad-street, 
King-street,  and  High-street^  tho'  there  are  several  other  handsome 
Streets  that  take  their  Names  from  the  Proiluctions  of  the  Country;  as 
Mulberry,  Walnut,  Beech^  Sassafras,  Cedar,  Vine,  Ash,  and  Chesnut 
Streets.  From  these  Streets  nm  great  Numbers  of  Courts,  Yards,  and 
Allies,  with  well-built  Houses  in  'em.  There  are  several  Coves  and 
Docks  where  large  Ships  are  built ;  and  by  a  moderate  Compulation, 
there  has  been  launch 'd  from  the  Stocks  of  this  City  in  forty  Year,  near 
300  Sail  of  Ships,  besides  Small-Craft,  which  may  in  some  sort  give  us 
an  Idea  of  the  Opulency  of  the  Place.  Many  of  their  Merchants  keep 
their  Coaches,  and  the  Tradesmens  Shops  and  Streets  are  well  frequented. 
All  Religions  are  tolerated  here,  which  is  one  Means  to  increase  the 
Riches  of  the  Place.  The  People  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law 
establish'd,  have  a  neat,  well-built  Church,  founded  in  the  Year  1695, 
and  I  am  inforra'd  the  Foundation  is  laid  for  another.  The  Quakers 
(who  are  the  major  Part  of  the  Inhabitants)  have  several  Meetings. 
There  is  a  Swedish  reforra'd  Church,  Mr.  Rudman  the  Incumbent,  a 
Man  of  singular  Learning  and  Piety ;  who  is  as  much  follow'd  by  the 
Quakers,  when  he  preaches,  as  the  Protestants.  I  shall  beg  leave  to 
give  one  Instance  of  his  Humility  and  Piety.  When  Subscriptions  were 
taking  in  to  build  the  Church,  he  subscrib'd  a  considerable  Sum  ;  but 
when  caird  upon  for  the  Money,  he  had  it  not  in  his  Power  to  pay  it ; 
yet  to  keep  his  Word,  he  contracted  with  the  Master-Builder  for  so 
much  a-day,  to  carry  the  Hod,  till  he  had  work'd  his  Subscription- Money 
out  This  was  an  Instance  of  his  Piety  and  Zeal  for  Religion ;  and  I 
fancy  if  Churches  were  to  be  built  after  the  same  Manner  in  a  certain 
Island,  the  Work  would  go  but  slowly  on.  There  are  single  Houses 
upon  the  Key  that  have  cost  6000  /.  the  Building.  Mr.  Badcock'%  Brew- 
house  is  a  noble,  large  Building,  and  has  in  it  one  single  Vessel  that  will 
hold  eight  Ton  of  Liquor. 

In  this  City  is  held  the  Courts  of  the  Province,  and  the  .Assembly  meet 
here,  which  is  in  the  nature  of  a  dependant  Parliament,  as  in  those  Cities 
of  France  that  are  distant  from  the  Capital.  There  are  three  Fairs  in 
the  Year,  and  every  Week  two  Markets.  In  lime  of  the  Fairs  the  City 
is  so  throng'd,  as  well  as  the  atijacent  Plantations^  that  it  is  hard  to  find 
a  Lodging.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  is  generally  suppos'd  to  be 
upwards  of  15000,  besides  Slaves.  There  is  hardly  any  Trade  in  England 
but  the  same  may  be  met  with  in  Philadelphia  ;  and  every  Mechanick 
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has  better  Wages ;  a  Jouroeyiuan  Taylor  has  twelve  Shilltn^  a  Week, 
besides  hia  Board  ;  and  tvcty  other  Trade  in  Proportion  has  the  same 
Advantage. 

rhere  is  a  Post -Office  lately  erected,  which  goes  to  Bosion  in  Nrut- 
Enghfii^,  Cht/ries  town  in  Carolina,  and  the  other  Deighbouring  Places. 
The  uncultivated  <Jrouud.  which  is  not  grubb'd,  sells  for  ten  times  the 
VaIuc  it  did  at  first ;  though  there  is  oone  of  that  liort  within  ten  Stiiles 
round  the  City  ;  And  tliat  within  tlie  Neighbourhood  that  mm  sold  ibr 
ten  Pound  at  lir^t,  will  fetch  ab<>ve  three  hundred  now.  All  WoaM«*s 
Work  1^  s^x'i  dear  tiierc,  and  ti>a(  j>roceed:>  from  the  twillilCtii  o>f  the 
Ngiuhcr,  a^nd  the  ^Scarcity  uf  Workers;  for  even  tlie  meuittt  single 
Women  marry  well  lijere,  and  being  above  Warit  arc  above  Work-  The 
^roj;r)etor  of  this  fine  Country  (as  1  said  before)  is  Wilham  Pen,  Esq; 
who  has  a  fine  Seat  call'd  fcnijbury,  built  on  three  Uietiai,  if  I  rnay  so 
call  'cm  ;  for  4  Uranch  of  the  River  Delawan  runs  thrice  round  il,  .  .  . 

In  ihe  Heal  of  the  Day  I  homeliineb  took  a  Walk  with  home  of  the 
Town  to  Fair  Mounts  a  plca^iant  Place  bhaded  with  Treen  on  the  River 
S^huyMJ.  .  .  . 

(  continu'd  at  PkilatUlphia  near  four  Months,  and  was  very  well 
enteriiiin'd  by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Place  ;  I  am  pleas'd  I  have  it  in 
my  Power  to  pay  'em  my  publick  Atknowletlgment  of  Thanks  for  all 
their  Favours ;  particularly  the  Reverend  Mr.  Brooka^  whom  I  met  with 
by  Chance  at  JPhiiaUelphia :  His  Businciss  there  wa^i  to  raise  Subscrip- 
tions for  a  new  Church  near  New-York  VVhen  he  heard  of  my  Mis- 
(brtunes^  he  was  so  generous  and  charitable  aii  to  offer  to  lend  me  a  Sum 
of  Money  he  had  in  his  Hands,  upon  my  bare  Word  only,  which  I  was 
to  return  to  him  from  EH^ianU  by  the  Society  for  Prop;igaling  the 
Gospel  in  Foreign  Parts.  .\s  I  was  not  in  waiu  of  it,  I  did  not  accept 
his  hitended  Favour,  but  1  shall  ever  gratefully  remember  his  kind 
Intentions. 

1  nmst  not  forget  the  many  Obligations  1  had  the  Honour  to  receive 
from  his  Excellency  Ciovernor  Hvans^  nor  Mr.  Evans  the  Commissary, 
who  was  particuhtrly  civil  to  me.  These  Gentlemen,  tho'  of  the  same 
Name,  are  no  otherwise  related  than  by  marrying  the  Daughters  of  Mr. 
Moor^  the  Collector  of  the  King's  Customs.  The  Commissary  is  just 
gone  for  PkilmUlphui  again,  having  been  in  Enfiiattii  near  a  Twelve- 
month,  alKHil  an  Artair  between  the  present  Governor  Sir  H'tUium  K^ith 
and  him,  relating  to  the  King's  Cuslomsi.  Among  the  rest  of  my  Friends, 
1  must  not  forget  the  facetious  Mr.  Staphs,  Dancing-Master,  who  was 
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the  first  Stranger  of  Philaddphia  that  did  me  the  Honour  of  a  Visit, 
and  to  his  merry  Company  I  owe  the  passing  of  many  a  dull  Hour,  that 
probably  might  have  lain  heavy  upon  the  Hands  of  a  Man  under  my 
Circumstances,  depriv'd  of  Fortune,  in  a  strange  Country,  having  no 
Friends,  in  whose  Power  it  was  to  assist  me^  nearer  than  England  \  for 
Mr.  Jortfs  was  too  much  involv'd  in  his  own  troublesome  Aflfairs  at 
Bermuda^  to  expect  any  thing  from  him.  But  the  Generosity  of  the 
Phiiadfiphians  is  rooted  in  their  Natures ;  for  it  is  the  greatest  Crime 
among  ihem  not  to  show  the  utmost  Civility  to  Strangers  :  And  if  I  were 
oblig'd  to  live  out  of  my  native  Country^  I  should  not  be  long  puzzled 
in  finding  a  Place  of  Retirement,  which  should  he  Phiiadeiphia.  There 
the  oppressed  in  Fortune  or  Principles  may  find  a  happy  Asylum^  and 
dLrop  quietly  to  their  Graves  without  Fear  or  \Vant. 

The  Voyage,  Ship^urack,  and  Miraculous  Escape  of  Richard  Castelman^  Geut. 
(appended  to  ZV/ir  I'oyages  and  Adventures  of  Captain  Robert  Boyle,  Lon- 
don, 1726),  363-369 /rtjj/w. 


29.    The  Settlement  of  the  Palatine  Germans  in 
New  York  (1709- 17  20) 

BY  JOHN    CONRAD    WVSER    AND    OTHER    PALATINES 

Wyser  (or  Weiser)  was  a  German,  a  leader  of  his  countrymen.  The  Palatines 
came  from  the  "  Pfalz,"  in  the  middle  Rhine  valley,  amJ  were  forced  to  emigrate  by 
the  miseries  of  the  wars  of  Louis  XIV  of  France.  —  Bibhography:  Channing  and 
Hart,  Guidt,  §  105.  —  For  a  previous  account  of  German  immigration,  see  Contempo- 
raries, I,  No.  163. 

THE  Case  of  the  Palatines,  and  others  Germans,  in  the  Province  of 
New  York  in  America  sheweth. 

That,  In  the  year  1709.  The  Palatines,  &  other  Germans,  being 
invited  to  rome  into  England  about  Four  Thousand  of  them  were  sent 
into  New  York  in  America,  of  whom  about  1700.  Died  on  Board,  or  at 
their  landing  in  that  Province,  by  unavoidable  sickness 

That  before  they  went  on  Board,  they  were  promised,  those  remaining 
alive  should  have  forty  acres  of  Land,  &  Five  pounds    ivoi  true  vide 
sterling  p'  Head,  besides  Cloths,  Tools,  Utensils  &  other    ^^cntraci. 
necessaries,  to  Husbandry  to  be  given  at  their  arrival  in  America 
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That  on  their  landing  their  they  were  quartered  in  Tents,  &  divided 
No  promise  bui  '"to  sIx  companies,  having  each  a  Captain  of  their  own 
allowance  matie.  Nation,  with  a  promise  of  an  allowance  of  fifteen  Pounds 
per  annum  to  each  commander 

That  afterwards  they  were  removed  on  I-ands  belonging  to  M'  Living- 
stone, where  they  erected  small  Houses  for  shelter  during  the  winter 
season 

I'hat  in  the  Spring  following  they  were  ordered  into  the  woods,  to  . 
make  Pitch  &  Tar,  where  they  lived  about  two  years  ;   But  the  country 
not  being  fit  to  raise  any  considerable  quantity  of  Naval  Stores,  They 
were  commanded  to  Build,  to  clear,  &  improve  the  ground,  belonging  to 
a  private  person 

That  the  Indians  hav*  yielded  to  Her  late  Ma"  of  pious  memory  a 
small  Tract  of  land  called  Schorie  for  the  use  of  the  Palatines,  they  in 
fifteen  days  cleared  a  way  of  fifteen  miles  through  the  woods  &  settled 
fifty  Families  therein 

That  in  the  following  Spring  the  remainder  of  the  said  Palatines  joined 
uiieriie  faiae  the  Said  fifty  families  so  settled  therein  Shorie 

Hut  that  country  being  too  small  for  their  encreasing  families,  they 
Agt  Acts  not  were  constrained  to  purchase  some  Neighbouring  Land 

knowen  it  of  the  Indians  for  which  they  were  to  give  Three  hund*^ 

pieces  of  Kight 

And  having  built  small  Houses,  &  Hutls  there  about  one  year  after 
the  said  purchase  some  gentelmen  of  Albani,  declared  to  the  Palatines, 
that  themselves  having  purchas**  the  said  country  of  Schorie  of  the  Gov' 
of  New  York  they  would  not  permit  them  to  live  there,  unless  an  agree- 
ment were  also  made  with  those  of  Albany  ;  But  that  the  Palatines  hav- 
ing refused  to  enter  into  such  an  agreement,  A  Sheriff  &  some  officers 
were  sent  from  Albany  to  seize  one  of  their  Captains,  who  being  upon 
his  Giiaril  ;  The  Indians  were  animated  against  the  Palatines  ;  but  these 
found  means  to  appease  the  Savages  by  giving  them  what  they  would  of 
their  own  substance. 

That  in  the  year  171 7  the  (iovernour  of  New  York  having  summoned 
the  Palatines  to  appear  at  Albani,  some  of  them  being  deputed  went 
thither  accordingly,  where  they  were  told,  that  unless  they  did  agree 
with  the  Gentlemen  of  Albany,  the  Governor  expected  an  onler  from 
England  10  transport  them  to  another  place,  And  that  he  would  send 
twelve  men  to  view  their  works  &  improvements  to  appraise  the  same  & 
then  to  give  them  the  value  thereof  in  money 
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But  this  not  being  done  the  Palatines  to  the  number  of  about  three 
Thousand^  have  continued  to  manure  &  to  sew  the  Land       Fictions  at 
that  they  might  not  be  starved  for  want  of  Corn  &  food         Propri««o«. 

For  which  manuring  the  Gentlemen  of  Albani  have      knows  not. 
put  in  prison  one  man  and  one  wornan^  &  will  not  release  them,  unless 
they  have  suffic'  security  of  One  Hundred  Crowns  for  the  former 

Now  in  order  that  the  Palatines  may  be  preserved  in  the  said  Land 
of  Schorie,  which  they  have  purchased  of  the  Indians,  or  that  they  may 
be  so  settled  in  an  adjoining  Tract  of  Land,  as  to  raise  a  necessary 
subsistance  for  themselves  &  their  families,  they  have  sent  into  England 
Three  Persons  one  of  whom  is  since  dead  humbly  to  lay  their  Case 
before  His  Maj'^,  not  doubting  but  that  in  consideration  of  the  Hard- 
ships they  have  suffered  for  want  of  a  secure  settlement.  His  Majestys 
Ministers  and  Council  will  compassionate  those  His  faithful  Subjects ; 

WTio,  in  the  first  year  after  their  arrival  willingly  and  cheerfully  sent 
Three  Hundred  men  to  the  expedition  against  Canada,  true. 
&  afterwards  to  the  Asistance  of  Albani  which  was  threatened  by  the 
French  and  Indians,  for  which  service  they  have  never  received  One 
Penny  tho'  they  were  upon  the  Establishment  of  New  York  or  New  Jersey 
nor  had  they  received  one  Penny  of  the  five  pounds  per  not  ime 
head  promised  at  their  going  on  board  from  England  Neither  have  their 
commanders  received  anything  of  the  allowance  of  fifteen  pounds  per 
Annum,  and  tho'  the  arms  they  had  given  them  at  the  Canada  expedi- 
tion which  were  by  special  order  from  Her  late  Majesty,  to  be  left  in 
their  possession,  have  been  taken  from  them,  yet  they  are  still  ready  to 
fight  against  all  the  enemies  of  His  Mat^  &  those  counirys  whenever 
there  shall  be  occasion  to  shew  their  hearty  endeav^  for  the  prosperity 
of  their  generous  Bene&ctors  in  Engbnd  as  well  as  in  America 

Therefore  they  hope  from  the  Justice  of  the  Right  Honble  the  Lords 

Commissioners  of  Trade  and   Plantations,  to  whom  their  Petition  to 

their  Excellencies  the  I^rds  Justices  has  been  referred  That  they  shall 

be  so  supported  by  their  Lordships  Report,  as  to  be  represented  fit 

objects  to  be  secured  in  the  Land  they  now  do  inhabit  or  in  some  near 

adjoining  lands  remaining  in  the  right  of  the  Crown  in  the  said  Province 

of  New  York 

And  they  shall  ever  pray  as  in  duty  bound  &c 
2  Aug:  17*0. 

E.  B-  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Documents  relative  to  the  Cohnial  History  of  the 
State  0/  Jvew-y'ori  {MbAny,  1855),  V,  553-555 
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f9t   *^G§tl6$rniH$  the  kUnn  6c  Inmnecuom  in  New 

•  r»  MMdliy*  mmI  •  jttdicifti  Iwdy,  and  aho  wat  one 
h/ ♦',  "- |wiMM«4tiipef  ftCottacU,*ccNo.  64t>elow. — 

AnUW]'  ^TA  Tf'  OF  FACTS,  concerning  the 
I^jmU  i%  lM;»MHrtliiinii,  in  New  Jersey  &  the  Rem- 
§dySi  i4i(i'Mij*li'«|,  by  Ihd  (idVfrnnunt  &  the  several 
Hlf^lU  tl^e»  <«f  \\w  \,t^iHU\\\Ui\  to  put  an  Ivnd  to  them,  & 
\y\  WitiU^s-p  thri  ISnu  r  i«[  thr  rrovincc.  .  .  . 

Mv  \\\^  Atti^UvMn  <V  I'-niru  hriiu\  irlrtTcd  lo,  it  will  iippc.ir,  That  a 
^\tm|4ii^  kif  (vvU  UUtMiiul  Mi'u  (l^kiuii  \«lv.M\tii^r,  itHhat  ilivitlcHl  «&  weak 
siM^v*  iV|  lh*i  U»»v*iiHU»*,u(  lhl«  IVtvunt^.  \"  oi  tliiU  rime  of  War  &:  Re- 
U^IIImH  \\S  Uv  IU,1  t^hMtnl  im*«  «  t\>n»l>UKUion.  ^:  Agrvcmcut,  to  obstruct 
(^^  l\^\^H^^  is{  UiiM  h%«  i»v»l»U|t«.  ^"^  <»»  |M\»tct  t  tlienwcKTS  fiotn  His  Maf^ 
IrHvwvi^  i^|^v»>Mj  xV  l>%M^  M*«»  r*>Hv«*  »U  {\w  l^w»  in  tx^try  C«se,  let  their 
^^^mvi*  iHi  »j\^»  «\^  lu^h  I  \u\t»  in  l\)ittN'wtu>»t  ol"  thi*  Scheiwe*  it  appeois 

t  S^  lUS  ^^^  M*^  Armed  with  Clubs.  Axes  & 

^^W^yx  svr  ^'V^Vs  N^^i^  ^AV^  Woltt  )l  tAfMH  HMilu  from  thence.  One 

^jl^U^U^'  A  ..vx,  .  V    ..v......ik«.» \m^  ^^  sVHotn  «r  Tmipan  vhcfMD  he  hid 

wti^  twfl  ikA  miiiiJhri  llkMi-  ilkria  ikwk  Jb  MlMfr  m^^  tlhMB  boa  fc»<irf  ■■. 
'V^ix  iMfiiliMfc  o^  K^iMfliii    %«lih  fitt^  ^^^M^MihMBft.  aoftoaAtav  to  tilW>iir 
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ttnpc  of  His  Blia^T  Authority,  &  the  Laws  of  the  Land,  that  he  thought, 
the  Aid  of  the  LegislaCiiie  necessaiy  to  preireat  them  &  thereture  recoiu- 
nrenckd*  in  the  atroi^gcst  Tenns,  to  the  then  Assembly  the  graattng  such 
Aid,  by  his  Speech  to  them  oo  the  iS.  Scp'^  1745  ;  But,  so  it  hapned, 
ihat  tiie  then  Govf  &  the  Assembiv  di£Fered  in  Optnioa  «(  to  that 
Matter.  ... 

Oo  the  15*  of  Joff  1745,  ^^  Sheriff  of  Essex,  by  Yertue  of  the 
Gov^  ^  Wanant,  &  in  Obedience  to  the  Process  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
issoed  vpoo  the  S*  Record,  arrested  &  took  Rolf  Youngs  Th^  Sarfant^ 
8c  Nektmiak  Baldwin,  three  of  the  Persons  that  stood  convicted^  by 
the  Record  of  View  before  mentf  On  tht  xt^  of  Jaif^  as  he  was  carrying 
the  s^  Baldwin  before  One  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  agree- 
able to  the  Commands  of  the  Go\^  Warrant,  he,  &  the  People  whom  he 
had  called  to  his  Assistance  were  assaulted,  by  a  great  Number  of  Men, 
armed  with  Clubs  &  other  Weapons,  who,  in  a  most  violent  Manner, 
lescticd  &  earned  away,  the  Prisoner,  notwithstanding  all  the  Sheriff  & 
his  OflSccTs  coald  do  to  prevent  it.  The  Sheriff  then  returned  to  the 
Goal,  in  Order  to  Secure  the  other  two  Prisoners,  &  being  Colonel  of 
the  Militia,  he  had  posted  a  Guard,  of  30.  Men,  at  the  Goal  armed  with 
Firelocks  for  that  Purpose. 

It  appears  that,  at  2  o'clock  in  the  Afternoon,  great  Numbers  of  Peo- 
ple came  together  in  a  riotous  &  tumultuous  manner  in  the  Town  of 
Newark,  that  they  pay'd  no  Regard  to  the  Commands  of  the  Magts- 
Hates  to  disperse,  or  to  the  Procl"  made  to  them  in  ihe  Rings  Name, 
according  to  the  Statute  of  the  1*  of  George,  but  conimued  together. 

It  appears  that  Coll  Chetwood  sent  two  Captains,  who  had  the  Com- 
mand of  the  Newark  Companys,  with  their  Drums,  to  the  People,  so  assem- 
bled who,  accordingly  went,  &  required  those  Nlen  that  belonged  to  their 
Companys,  to  follow  the  Dnims,  but  none  regarded  those  Commands. 

It  appears  that  one  Amos  Roberts,  a  principal  leading  Man  among 
these  Common  Disturbers,  at  that  Time,  mounted  his  Horse,  &  called 
out.  Those  who  are  upon  my  List  fol/oif^  me.  Which  all,  or  the  greatest 
Part,  accordingly  did,  being  then  about  300.  in  Number, 

It  appears  that,  the  s*  Roberts  &  his  Accomplices,  met  I't  armed,  as 
before,  came  to  the  Goal  in  a  violent  Manner,  &  having  beat  cS:  broke 
thro'  the  Guard,  &  struck  the  ^A^r/jf  several  Blows,  they  broke  open  the 
Goal  Doors,  &  took  from  thence  the  two  Prisoners  above  mentioned,  & 
one  other,  confined  for  Debt,  &  then,  they  gave  it  out,  that  if  they  had 
stayed  till  the  next  Day,  they  should  have  had  three  Times  the  Numbers. 
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Upon  tim  teiami  Riot,  the  Sheriif  &  tho&e  Ju!»ticcs,  theo  prescot. 
made  a  Rccani  thereof,  on  their  owo  View,  a^  M/  /*  Rob^rtt  6*  57. 
pthen  hy  Narac,  Inhabitants  of  the  Countys  of  jP/z^x  &  Morrit^  & 
Others,  to  them  unknown,  to  the  Number  of  300,  at  the  least.  .  .  . 

7'he  Gent"  of  the  CV  considering  thai  most  of  tlje  People  concerned 
ip  the  s^  Riou,  are  an  ignorant  People,  &  greatly  imposed  on,  by  a  few 
wicked  &  designing  Men,  conceiving  that  a  Gevf  Panhn,  for  the  Crimes 
past,  together  with  the  b''  Riot  Aci,  wo''  be  the  ea^siesit  &  most  effectual 
\)ethod.  tu  restore  &  i»eture  the  Peace  of  ihe  Province,  &  knowing  that 
Nfercy  to  Criminals,  ought  to  flow  from  ihe  Crown,  Some  of  them,  ihcre- 
fqfC,  interceded  with  the  then  Guv*  to  grant  a  trV«'  f\%rJon^  w'ch  he 
sf  e^ed  incUnable  to  do.  .  t  . 

By  Affid»?  taken  May  3*  &  8'^  » 746,  It  appears  that  the  Infection  of 
the  Riots  was  spreading  into  West  Jersey ;  For  that  the  People  settled 
on  thai  Hundred  ihuusaud  Acre  Tract,  in  the  County  of  Hunterdon, 
bckmgiu^  lo  Uiusc  Proprietors  m  <&  abo*  London,  calle<i  the  West  New 
Jersey  Society,  within  a  fortnight  theti  Ust  past,  had  two  gT«at  Mecciogs, 
itx  Older  to  staikd  by  One  Aivolhev  ia  Uefeoce  of  their  Possiotts  a^  the 
^  Prop?  ^iho'  by  the  Papci  C.  N**  S,  U  appears  thax  ttoe  P<K>ple  <io 
own  lys  Title  to  that  Tract,  \  ^^ittwKws  bid  no  Pta> 

leti  -it  u>  ihc  ^ame  ;  Th.u  t;i.  i  to  a  Piiper,  fiw  that 

Puxpose,  •.V  a.buut  70.  had  signed  it,  at  thctr  Mecdfkg  oa  the  26'^  Day  of 
.•ypfil ;  Tliat  aix  Article  wa^,  That  if  any  Person,  seated  on  the  s':'  Tract, 
sho,*  refiu;se  ip  s>ga  that  Paper,  he  sho?  be  dispossesetJ,  by  the  Rest,  & 
his  ^  ii'  sold,  by  them  to  the  highest  Bidder,  That  sundry  People, 

fro  ..  &  Elix*  Town,  were  rcjx»rted  to  have  been  present  at  the 

lost  ot  liiudc  Meetings,  That,  about  Ten  or  \  Do^en  of  them:  obmimt 
to  be  riding,  continually,  backwards  >St  forwards*  to  &  fromn  Ifewnll; 
Elizabeth  Town  <Sc  Cohao^ey^  where  the  Society  have  other  I^aods^^  it 
wa^  '    '1 '   •"  '  V  '  •     ;:ute  all,  in  One  Combination.  .  .  . 

I.  fornud  by  the  same  Kioteni  for  turning;  *»an\ 

vOu  it  app  ''/ 

Cou  Cau4iSy    I  I  It 

intended  tor  the  future^  to  he^ir  lK>th  Sides ,  That  they  liaii  taken  upoD 
them  to  Choo*e  their  .ViA/  "  ^'^'  y.  By  these  appears  how  they  btioy 
thcm&clves  up.  with  their  .  FrieiKls  »&  Strength,  not  only  in 

Ni-v^    ■  ofk,  i^a^    "•■  .■  New  En^iftBd;. 

and  of  any  Ti  on  do  to  tbraift; 

And  give  out  thai,  from  cjieir  Niuttber»y  Vjoiencea  ilsf  unlawful  Actions. 
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its  to  be  inferred  that,  surely  they  are  wronged  &  oppressed,  or  else 
they  would  never  rebdi  ag*  the  Laws.  By  these  appears  Information, 
Thai  the  People  on  the  Societys  Tract,  had  made  a  firm  Agreement,  to 
defend  all  their  Farms  there  by  Mobb,  and  that  Maidenhead^  &  great 
Numbers  of  others,  had  joyned  in  firm  Engagements  to  stand  by  one 
another  to  Death,  tho'  they  have  no  Pretence  to  any  Right  but  Poss'ion 
&  Improvem*  And  that  they  were  resolved  sho^  they  be  opposed  by  Fire 
Arms,  to  take  up  Fire  Arms  to  defend  iheirselves  That  they  would  not 
mind  either  ihe  Gov'  or  the  King  himself,  if  of  a  different  Way  of  think- 
ing from  them  ;  And  that  the  King  himself  was  unable  to  quell  Mobs  in 
England,  any  other  Way  than  by  granting  their  Desires.  .  .  . 

By  these  it  appears,  that  the  Rioters  had  formed  a  Design  of  coming 
to  Burlington  (where  the  sev'  Branches  of  the  Legislature  are  sitting)  in 
a  Body  on  the  16""  Day  of  December^  &  that  Advertisements,  to  give 
Notice  of  that  Design  to  the  Rioters,  had  been  set  up,  in  sundry  Places, 
requiring  their  Attendance,  for  that  Purpose, 

The  Co"  &  Assembly,  on  Notice  of  that  Design,  in  a  free  Conference, 
agreed  to  make  Resolves  of  their  sevl  Houses  ag*  it,  &  to  send  ihem  to 
the  Sheriffs  of  the  sev'  Countys,  from  &  thro'  which,  the  Rioters  were 
likely  to  come,  to  publish,  Which  was  accordingly  done.  And  we  have 
been  credibly  informed,  that  many  of  the  Rioters  were  on  their  VVay, 
coming,  but,  on  Notice  of  s*"  Resolves,  returned.  .  .  . 

On  the  iS'?*  of  FrFry  1747,  His  Exc^  gave  his  Assent  to  two  Acts  that 
had  before  been  past  by  the  Co"  &  Assembly  viz*  An  Act  for  the  sup- 
pressing &*  preifenting  of  Riots,  Tumuits  e-  other  Disorders^  within  this 
Colony,  by  w'ch  Penaltys  or  Imprisonm"  are  enacted  to  be  inflicted  upon 
Persons  that  shall  be  guilty  of  any  of  the  like  Disturbance  for  the  future, 
&  anor  Act  intitled,  An  Act  for  avoiding  Actions  of  Slander  &  for  Stay 
of  Proceedings  until  the  i*  Day  of  Octo'  1748,  in  other  Civil  Actions 
ag*  the  late  Rioters.  .  .  . 

The  Day  before,  to  witt,  the  17*?"  Day  of  Felf^  1747,  His  Ex7  the 
Gov'  passed  His  Maj'^'  most  gracious  Pardon,  Entitled,  An  Act  to  par- 
don the  Persons  guilty  of  the  Insunections,  Riots  &  Disorders  raised  & 
committed  in  this  Province,  .  .  , 

By  the  Att^  Gen"*  Certificate  it  appears  that  no  more  than  Nine  Per- 
sons have  made  any  Application  to  him,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  s^  Pardon, 
&  as  the  Fees  of  Prosecution  were  payable  to  htm,  no  more  than  those 
9.  Persons  who  have  been  prosecuted,  have  intituled  themselves  to  that 
Pardon,  Yet  those  who  have  accepted  &  complyed  with  the  other  Pro- 
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vi!K)c»  in  the   I*;inl()n  mcnt'*  its  conccjv'd  are  intttied  to  more  Favour 
_ilMn  tlioic  who  have  pcrsixtcd  without  any  Complyance.  .  .  . 

.  Uy  thij»  Dcpos"  also  a|>[)cars,  some  of  the  Means  that  the  Rioters 

t,  to  IjrinR  ^:  keep  People  into  their  Combinations,  to  witt,  Threats  to 
|iull  <Jown  their  Houses,  if  they  di<i  not  joyn  them,  &  the  Fears  of  Death 
if  they  fell  from  their  Knga^ein**  with  ihem. 

By  lhcne  DcptiniiiunH  appears,  more  of  the  Rioters  Endeavours,  & 
WayH  of  (Jrawing  innocent  People,  into  their  Combin"  &  that  the  Rioters 
pay  Taxe;*  to  iheir  Com'T*  lliat  One  Rioter  had  sayd,  he  had  payd  so 
much  from  Time  to  'I 'ime,  as  with  a  Tax  of  13'  then  layd  on  him,  would 
have  hern  suffir'  to  have  bought  his  Plantation  —  By  this  Depos^  also 
appears  n  rontinual  Destructiun  &  Waste  of  Timber,  carrye<l  on  by  the 
Riotern  for  three  Years  past,  upon  some  Thousands  of  acres  of  Land 
belong*  to  P'sons  therein  named,  which  before  that,  were  the  best  tim- 
bered Lands  in  New  Jersey,  but  now.  none  good  left  on  them,  that  a 
Team  can  easily  approach  —  Hy  this  &  the  other  Dispositions  it  appears 
that  the  Riott-rs  of  particular  Places,  have  got  Captains  over  them  who 
they  call  by  that  Name,  iV  that  the  said  /1wt?ii  Ro^erti  seems  to  he  the 
ChteJ  Caf>fain  of  tht*  whole  Rioters  in  this  Province. 

It  appears  not  to  the  Council,  that  any  One  Poss'ion  forcibly  entred 
upon,  &  detained  hy,  the  Rioters,  dur«  these  Disturbances,  has  been 
restored  to  the  Owners,  pursuant  to  the  Tenor  of  the  Pardon  afs"^  &  they 
have  g(Md  Reason  to  believe  that  no  One  has  been  restored,  but  all  are 
Forcibly  detained  to  this  Day. 

On  the  1"  I\n  tcf  this  ins/ant  December,  the  Co"  of  Prop"  of  East 
New  Jersey,  presented  a  Mem!  &  Representation  to  the  Go\''  Co"  & 
Assembly,  Setting  Forth  the  miserable  Stale  of  this  Province,  for  that 
the  Laws  have,  long  ceased  \\\  ht  a  Protect"  to  His  Maj^  good  Subjects 
thereu),  &  the  Right  of  the  Pet>ple  to  that  I^oleclion,  &  to  expect  that 
the  Legislature  of  this  Pr\nincc  will,  xt  this  Time,  effectually  interpose 
to  enable  the  Ofticcrs  of  the  (»ov'm'  to  carrj-  ihc  Laws  of  the  Land  into 
Execution. 


William  A.  Whitehead,  editor*  Dmtmimis  miaft^  U  tkt  CnlmitJ  Hisimy  etf 
tktStat4  it/XneJtrs^  (Newartu  tSSj).  Vtl,  907-135  pmtsim. 
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3 1 .    Politics  in  Pennsylvania  ( 1 740- 1 754) 

BY    ROBERT    PROUD    (I780) 


f      Robert  Prootl,  one  of  the  few  careful  and  labonous  historians  who  wrote  of  their 
own  times,  was  a  loyalist.  —  Bibliography :  Winsor,  A^iirwa/ive  and  Critical  History^ 
V,  242-246;   Channing  ami  Hart,  Guide,  §  loS. 
I 


DURING  the  administmtion  of  Governor  Thomas,  it  is  observed 
that  the  enlisting  of  indenUd  or  bought  servants^  for  soldiers,  was 
first  permitted  to  be  carried  into  execution,  in  the  province,  before  the 
act  of  parliaments  in  that  case,  was  made ;  which  being  disagreeable 
and  injurious  to  many  of  the  inhabitants,  and  contrary  to  ancient  usage, 
Jt^hn  Wright,  one  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  a  worthy  Magistrate 
of  Lancaster  county,  and  a  Member  of  Assembly  for  the  same,  having 
spoke  his  mind  freely  against  it,  in  the  Assembly,  was,  therefore,  with 
divers  others,  dismissed  from  his  office,  as  a  Judge,  by  a  new  commis- 
sion which  came  out  for  Lancaster  without  his  name  ;  before  which, 
having  got  intelligence  of  the  intention,  he  came  to  the  court,  in  May, 

1 74 1,  and  took  his  leave  thereof,  in  a  valedictory  speech.  .  ,  . 
Thomas  Penn,  after  this,  on  the  death  of  his  brother  John,  in  1 746, 

became  the  principal  Proprietor,  and  possessed  of  three  fourths  of  the 
province.  He  lived  the  longest  of  the  three  brothers  ;  but  he  appears 
never  to  have  been  very  popular,  in  the  province  :  he  is  said,  in  general, 
to  have  conducted  himself  rather  loo  much  reserved  towards  the  people, 
and  too  nearly  attached  to  certain  views,  for  his  private  interest,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  province  ;  which  are  things  opposite  to  popularity.  Besides, 
the  imprudence  of  some  persons  in  the  province,  in  order  to  shew  their 
dislike  at  some  part  of  his  conduct,  which  dici  not  please  them,  tended 
to  create  and  increase  a  similar  disposition,  where  the  contrary  ought 
the  more  to  have  been  cultivated  and  cherished  ;  but,  in  general,  he  was 
a  p)eTSon  of  a  worthy  character,  and  of  moderate  principles. 

In  the  fifth  year  of  Governor  Thomas's  administration,  in  October, 

1742,  at  the  annual  election,  for  the  Members  of  .Assembly,  in  Phila- 
delphia, happened  such  an  instance  of  the  unwarrantable  effect  of  pai^/ 
spint,  as,  at  that  time,  made  a  lasting  impression  on  the  minds  of  many 
of  the  inhabitants.  .  .  . 

...  a  large  number  of  sailors,  from  the  shipping  in  the  river  Dela- 
ware, during  the  time  of  election  (not  being  any  way  interested,  or, 
of  right,  concerned  therein)  armed  with  ciubs,  suddenly  and  unexpect- 
edly appeared,  in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  formed  a  riot^  at  the  place 
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<B»Wiii  llm»^  ffMlr  ftf  fMtior  IMif  ckand  Ae  gtiwrf,  setoal 
«r  tfM  fMiopIt  irarv  cifvteid  «C  Jii  4ka4 ! 

TMo  WM  ffffwUcdly^^lcMe*  flpon  Ibe  fctaoi  of  die  efecum;  till,  at 
lill«  fffMHlf  of  the  iofMbiCillli,  being  cwiged,  took  measures  to  force 
lh«ffi  ifflo  iJittr  »hif»»  md  near  fiftjr  of  them  into  prison ;  bat  tbejr  were 
iSMI  AkdlMfUf'i\  (trt  it  afterward*  ap|jearecl,  that  they  had  been  pri- 
Vilriy  fHlployril,  in  (hi»  wcrrk«  tjry  I'jmc  party  leaders;  it  being  then  in 
llint  of  mAt,  wlirn  ion»ei|tiirnily  party  spirit^  which  is  so  nearly  allied  to 
lf«  ilfl'l,  In  thr  rxtrcrnc,  end*  in  the  name,  wait  encouraged  to  make 
Kftfrttrr  r(lort%,  to  di^trott  the  ptihlic  proceedings,  and  under  this  (Jov- 
«rrtt)f'<i  itditiiuUlr«itiirft,  hy  iiu»rr  wayn  than  one,  to  divert  the  established 
form  of  thr  •  on-tliltjlion,  frutn  its  f>fiUftibU  on/er  ami  aturst^  into  that 
of  ll«  MpjMHUp  nulurc  ;  in  wlii<  h  an  in<  rrasing  ]>arty  here,  since  that 
tiiiir,  lhoii{{li  giMtrrally  undrr  the  most  wpct  ions  and  plausible  pretences, 
h*^p  fvtt  miprarrtl  to  liikp  dcliKhl :  for  change  is  grateful  to  the  human 
rfti:o  ;  and,  prohitbly,  no  govrrriim*nt  of  mankiml  is,  at  all  times,  entirely 
f^  \\M\\\  \\\*\u\\\%  %\\W\U  \  and  a  Ur>;r  nnmbrr  will  always  be  found, 
cupn  kdiv  wlioro  luui  h  librity  alMnmtK,  whuh  is  tinly  projKr  for  the 
wi^ff  m\\\  good,  whosr  iulcrrnt,  m  well  ii?*  pltasurc,  it  will  ever  be  to 
(AVxtur  ry<s»/wA>«»i/  a>i»iirnnrncc«. 

hnrtng  tiovernor  1%*mf9s\  .idmtniittration,  the  tn*Han  affairs,  seem 
Hvostlv  tti  htUT  l^con  wrll  mA»\A^<s!,  and  turmony  cooiinucd  with  that 
p(^>ptf  ;  \vhi(  h  hA»  4hvavx  In^n  a  m^itttf  of  frtal  imparUuce,  as  well  as 
r^|K>mc  t\)  thiH  pi\tviiuT,  \\\\\s  «t«  b<^tort  obMTwt  htts  afdoor.  in  press- 
ing inxne  lhii\g9  of  A  luiUtAry  i^tutr^  AppMn  to  bate  introduced  un- 
pfoAlAt^  AllttvAth^u  t¥t<>«t^^n  Him  «iiA  ibt  Aarmhiir,  ^btnog  pan  of  his 
•dMinUnnilkN) ;  which  ivaI^haUv  t«HMli  lo  dni|>pi.i«nti»eiii  and  dsbke, 
btlMTtM  |iavll«i  of  mob  o|i|Miilft  «Mi  i»iid  ptiiidpte^  md  ao  wj  dtf^ 
wtWHI  vitvn  of  MlvMiAM|t  tb^  ipiiblic  ^MWy^  M  ibntt  oi 

MM  Ibit  AMMMMMt  Oi  IrMM^KfiMilMt  ^Wf^  M  iMiK  oRlft  »  Ort 

BUk     ■■tflHA^i*      m^^^^mt^      ■hA^Bhl^M      ^Mk      ^sa^^Sik^LtoMAA^       ^M^^^l^^L      ^h*^^     ^^     fel^^h. 

fwr  fUTVfi  ijiTW  wwmi  fw*  nwngnmmnv  w^ikm.  w«ib  im  wi^ 
Ibe  v«*f  \\^x^  A  «iii«cb  bdivr  wtkwmmtiiimi  ttxts^xA  1«m«««s 
III  cwMHiywiici  i>«^  t^^irt«»Mr  f^timm\  wnngmibwiii,  il 

i|||K<^  mk  WH  mmmfti  b|r  IIk  |lM|fJit::  IbdVK  tibt  «n  <iff  JhuMai 
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Hmwuiton^  before  mentioned  as  a  lawyer  of  note,  in  Philadelphia ;  and 
wlio  fikcwise  had  held  several  eminent  public  offices,  in  the  government, 
trtth  reputation. 

Govetnor  Hamilton  continued  till  his  resignation  in  October,  x  754  ; 
when  he  was  succeeded,  in  the  government,  by  Robert  Hunter  Morris  of 
New  Jersey ^  son  of  Lewis  Morris  who  had  been  Governor  of  that  province. 

Rob^t  Proud,  The  History  of  Pennsylvania  (Philadelphia,  1798),  II,  220-231 
petssim. 


32.    "  New-York  City  "  ( 1 760) 

BY  REVEREND  ANDREW  BURNABY 

Buniaby  travelled  throughout  the  colonics,  and  his  well-written  book  is  one  of  the 
best  sources  of  otir  knowledge  of  colonial  society.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor,  A'arra- 
ticBe  and  Critical  Hisiory,  V,  252-258.  —  For  previous  accounts  of  New  York,  see 
C&mtemp^raries,  I,  cb.  xxitL 


THIS  city  is  situated  upon  the  point  of  a  small  island,  lying  open 
to  the  bay  on  one  side,  and  on  the  others  included  between  the 
North  and  East  riyers,  and  commands  a  fine  prospect  of  water,  the 
Jerseys,  I^ong  Island,  Staten  Island,  and  several  others,  which  lie  scat- 
tered in  the  bay.  It  contains  between  2  and  3000  houses,  and  16  or 
1 7,000  inhabitants,  is  tolerably  well  built,  and  has  several  good  houses. 
The  streets  are  paved,  and  very  clean,  but  in  general  they  are  narrow ; 
there  arc  two  or  three,  indeed,  which  are  spacious  and  airy,  particularly 
the  Broad  Way.  The  houses  in  this  street  have  most  of  them  a  row 
of  trees  before  them  ;  which  form  an  agreeable  shade,  and  produce  a 
pretty  effect.  The  whole  length  of  the  town  is  something  more  than 
a  mile  ;  the  breadth  of  it  about  half  an  one.  The  situation  is,  I  believe, 
esteemed  healthy  ;  but  it  is  subject  to  one  great  inconvenience,  which 
is  the  want  of  fresh  water ;  so  that  the  inhabitants  are  obliged  to  have 
it  brought  from  springs  at  some  distance  out  of  town.  There  are  several 
public  buildings,  though  but  few  that  deserve  attention.  The  college, 
when  finished,  will  be  exceedingly  handsome  :  it  is  to  be  built  on  three 
sides  of  a  quadrangle,  fronting  Hudson's  or  North  river,  and  will  be  the 
most  beautifully  situated  of  any  college,  I  believe,  in  the  world.  At 
present  only  one  wing  is  finished,  which  is  of  stone,  and  consists  of 
twenty-four  sets  of  apartments ;  each  having  a  large  sitting  room,  with 
a  study,  and  bed  chamber.     They  are  obliged  to  make  use  of  some  of 
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these  apartments  for  a  master's  lodge,  library,  chapel,  hall,  &c.  but  as 
soon  as  the  whole  shall  be  completetl,  there  will  be  proper  apartments 
for  each  of  these  offices.     The  name  of  it  is  King's  College. 

There  are  two  churches  in  New  York,  the  old,  or  Trinity  Church,  and 
the  new  one,  or  St.  George's  Chapel ;  both  of  them  large  buildings,  the 
former  in  the  Gothic  taste,  with  a  spire,  the  other  upon  the  model  of 
some  of  the  new  churches  in  London.  Besides  these,  there  are  several 
other  places  of  religious  worship  ;  namely,  two  Lxiw  Dutch  Calvinisl 
churches,  one  High  Dutch  ditto,  one  French  ditto,  one  German  Lutheran 
church,  one  presbyterian  meeting-house,  one  quakers  ditto,  one  anabap- 
tists do,  one  Moravian  ditto,  and  a  Jews  synagogue.  There  is  also  a  very 
handsome  charity-school  for  sixty  poor  boys  and  girls,  a  good  work-house, 
barracks  for  a  regiment  of  soldiers,  and  one  of  the  finest  prisons  I  have 
ever  seen.  The  court  or  stadt- house  makes  no  great  figure,  but  it  is 
to  be  repaired  and  beautified.  There  is  a  tiuadrangiilar  fort,  capable 
of  mounting  sixty  cannon,  though  at  present  there  are,  I  believe,  only 
thirty-two.  Within  this  is  the  governor's  palace,  and  underneath  it  a 
batiery  capable  of  mounting  ninety-four  guns,  and  harracks  for  a  company 
or  two  of  soldiers.  Upon  one  of  the  islands  in  the  bay  is  an  hospital  for 
sick  and  wounded  seamen  ;  and,  upon  another,  a  pest-house.  These  are 
the  most  noted  public  buildings  in  and  about  the  city. 

Arts  and  sciences  have  made  no  greater  progress  here  than  in  the  other 
colonies  ;  but  as  a  subscription  library  has  been  lately  opened,  and  every 
one  seems  zealous  to  promote  learning,  it  may  be  hoped  that  they  will 
hereafter  advance  faster  than  they  have  done  hitherto.  The  college  is 
established  upon  the  same  plan  as  that  in  the  Jerseys,  except  that  this 
at  New  York  professes  the  principles  of  the  church  of  England,  At 
present  the  state  of  it  is  far  from  being  flourishing,  or  so  good  as  might 
be  wished.  Its  fund  does  not  exceed  ro,oool  currency,  and  there  is 
a  great  scarcity  of  professors.  A  commencement  was  held,  nevertheless, 
this  sumnjer,  and  seven  gentlemen  took  degrees.  There  are  in  it  at  this 
time  about  twenty-five  students.  The  president,  Dr.  Johnson,  is  a  very 
worthy  and  learned  man,  but  rather  too  far  advanced  in  life  to  have  the 
direction  of  so  young  an  institution.  The  late  Dr.  Bristow  left  to  this 
college  a  fine  library,  of  which  they  are  in  daily  expectation. 

The  inhabitants  of  New  York,  in  their  character,  very  much  resemble 
the  Pcnsylvanians ;  more  than  half  of  them  are  Dutch,  and  almost  all 
»  '  are,  lhcr»rforc,  habitually  frugal,  industrious,  and  parsimoni- 

n:vcr  of  different  nations,  different  languages,  and  different 
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il  is  afanofit  impossible  to  give  them  any  precise  or  detenntoMe 
The  wocnen  are  handsome  and  agreeable;  though  rather 
man  reserved  than  the  Philadelphian  ladies.  Their  amusements  are 
VBch  the  same  as  in  Pensylvania ;  vix.  baKs,  and  sleighing  expedttions 
in  the  wioter ;  and,  in  the  summer,  going  in  parties  upon  the  water,  and 
fishing ;  craiakii^  exouaoos  into  the  country.  There  are  sei'eral  houses 
pkasantljr  situated  upon  East  river,  near  New  York,  where  it  is  common 
to  hare  turtle-feasts :  these  happen  once  or  twice  in  a  week.  Thirty  or 
fbr^  gentlemen  and  ladies  meet  and  dine  together,  drink  tea  in  the 
afternoon,  fish  and  amuse  themselves  till  evening,  and  then  return  home 
in  Italian  rhaises,  (the  £iishionable  carriage  in  this  and  most  parts  of 
Amefica,  Virginia  excepted,  where  they  make  use  only  of  coaches,  and 
tiicse  oomiDai^  drawn  by  six  horses),  a  gentleman  and  lady  in  each 
duise.  In  the  way  there  is  a  bridge,  about  three  miles  distant  from 
New  York,  which  you  always  pass  over  as  you  return,  called  the  Kissing- 
Bridge,  where  it  is  a  part  of  the  etiquette  to  salute  the  lady  who  has  put 
herself  under  your  protection. 

The  present  slate  of  this  province  is  flourishing :  it  has  an  extensive 
trade  to  many  parts  of  the  world,  particularly  to  the  West  Indies  ;  and 
has  acquired  great  riches  by  the  commerce  which  it  has  carried  on,  under 
flags  of  truce,  to  Cape- Francois,  and  Monte-Chrislo.  The  troops,  by 
having  made  it  the  place  of  their  general  rendezvous,  have  also  enriched 
it  very  much.  However,  it  is  burthened  with  taxes,  and  the  present  public 
debt  amounts  to  more  than  300,000!.  currency.  The  taxes  are  laid  upon 
estates  real  and  personal  ;  and  there  are  duties  upon  Negroes,  and  other 
importations.  The  provincial  troops  are  about  2600  men.  The  differ- 
ence of  exchange  between  currency  and  bills,  is  from  70  to  80  per  cent. 

Before  I  left  New  York,  I  took  a  ride  upon  Long  Island,  the  richest 
spot,  in  the  opinion  of  the  New-Yorkers,  of  all  America ,  and  where  they 
generally  have  their  villas,  or  country  houses.  It  is  undeniably  beautiful, 
and  some  parts  of  it  are  remarkably  fertile,  but  not  equal,  I  think,  to  the 
Jerseys.  The  length  of  it  is  something  more  than  100  miles,  and  the 
breadth  25.  About  15  or  j6  miles  from  the  west  end  of  il,  there  opens 
a  large  plain  between  20  and  30  miles  long,  and  4  or  5  broad.  I'here 
is  not  a  tree  growing  upon  it,  and  it  is  asserted  that  there  never  were 
any.  Strangers  are  always  carried  to  see  this  place,  as  a  great  curiosity, 
and  the  only  one  of  the  kind  in  North  .America. 

Andrew  Bumaby,  Travels  through  the  Middle  Settlements  in  North-America, 
in  the  Years  ij^g  and  1760  (London,  1775).  61-67  passim. 


CHAPTER  V  — SOUTHERN  COLONIES 

33.    Andros's  and  Nitholson*s  Administrations 
(1690-1705) 

BY    ROBERT   BEVERLY    (1705) 

Beverly  was  a  Vir{|;inian  of  wealth  and  high  social  positton.  Hit  history  of  Yit- 
ginia  is  of  great  value,  though  not  impartial.  He  had  a  private  grudge  against 
Nicholson.  —  Bibliography:  Tyler,  American  Literahtre,  II,  264-267;  Winsor,  JVar- 
ralivt  and  Critical  History,  V,  278-284;  Channing  and  Hart,  GuicU,  $  99. — For 
previous  history  of  Virginia,  see  Contemporaries,  I,  ch.  x. 

»  y] NNO  i(t^Q.    />«««>  A^/VAtf/r^w,  Esq ;  being  appointed 

^  '  -^^  Lieutenant-Governor  under  the  Lord  Effingham,  arrived 
there.  This  Gentleman  discoursed  freely  of  Country  Improvements, 
instituted  public  Exercises,  and  gave  Prizes  to  all  those,  that  should 
excel  in  the  Exercises  of  Riding,  Running,  Shooting,  Wrestling,  and 
Cudgeling.  When  the  Design  of  a  College  was  communicated  to  him, 
he  promised  it  all  imaginable  Encouragement.  .  .  . 

§.  [i]34.   Anno  1 691,  an  Assembly  being  called  •  •  • 

The  Assembly  was  so  fond  of  Governor  Nicholson  at  that  Time,  that 
they  presented  him  with  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  Pounds,  as  a  Testi- 
mony of  their  good  Disposition  towards  him.  But  he  having  an  Instruc- 
tion to  receive  no  Present  from  the  Country,  they  drew  up  an  Address 
to  their  Majesties,  praying  that  he  might  have  leave  to  accept  it,  which 
was  granted,  and  he  gave  one  half  thereof  to  the  College. 

§.  137.  Their  Majesties  were  well  pleased  with  that  pious  Design 
of  the  Plantation,  and  granted  a  Charter,  according  to  the  Desire  of 
Mr.  Blair,  their  Agent.  .  .  . 

It  was  a  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Archbishops  and  Bishops  to  see  such 
.  a  Nursery  of  Religion  founded  in  that  new  World  \  especially  for  that 
it  was  begun  in  an  Episcopal  Way,  and  carried  on  wholly  by  zealous 
Conformists  to  the  Church  of  England. 

§.  138.  In  this  first  Assembly,  Lieutenant-Governor  Nicholson  pass'd 
Acts  for  Encouragement  of  the  Linen  Manufacture,  and  to  promote  the 
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Leather  Trade,  by  Tanning,  Currying,  and  Shoe-making.  He  also  in 
that  Session  pass'd  a  Law  for  Cohabitation,  and  Improvement  of  Trade. 

Before  the  next  Assembly  he  tack'd  about,  and  was  quite  the  Reverse 
of  what  he  was  in  the  first  as  to  Cohabitation*  Instead  of  encouraging 
Ports  and  Towns,  he  spread  abroad  his  dishke  of  them  ;  and  went  among 
the  People,  fuidiag  Fault  with  those  Things,  which  he  and  the  Assembly 
had  unanimously  agreed  upon  the  preceding  Session.  Such  a  violent 
Change  there  was  in  him,  that  it  proceeded  from  some  other  Cause, 
than  barely  the  Inconstancy  of  his  Temper.  He  had  receiv'd  Directions 
from  those  English  Merchants,  who  well  knew  that  Cohabitation  would 
lessen  their  consigned  Trade. 

§.  139.  In  /'rSruafy,  1692,  Sir  Edmund  Andros  arrived  Governor. 
He  began  his  Goi'ernment  with  an  .'Assembly,  which  overthrew  the  good 
Design  of  Ports  and  Towns :  But  the  Ground -work  of  this  Proceeding, 
was  laid  before  Sir  Edmund'^  Arrival.  However,  this  Assembly  pro- 
ceeded no  farther,  than  to  suspend  the  Law,  till  their  Majesties  Pleasure 
should  be  known.  But  it  seems  the  Merchants  in  London  were  dissatis- 
fied, and  made  public  Complaints  against  it,  which  their  Majesties  were 
pleased  to  hear ;  and  afterwards  refer 'd  the  law  back  to  the  Assembly 
again,  to  consider,  if  it  were  suitable  to  the  Circumstances  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  to  regulate  it  accordingly.  But  the  Assembly  did  not  then 
proceed  any  farther  in  it ;  the  People  themselves  being  infected  by  the 
Merchants  letters, 

§.  140.  At  this  Session  Mr.  JVea/'s  Project  for  a  Post-Office,  and  his 
Patent  of  Post- Master- General  in  those  Parts  of  Amfrica,  were  presented. 
The  Assembly  made  an  Act  to  promote  that  Design  ;  but  by  reason  of 
the  inconvenient  Distance  of  their  Habitations,  and  want  of  Towns,  this 
Project  fell  to  nothing.  .  .  . 

§.  142.  ?AX  Edmund  Andros  was  a  great  Encouragcr  of  Manufactures. 
In  his  Time  Fulling-Mills  were  set  up  by  Act  of  Assembly.  He  also  gave 
particular  Marks  of  his  Favour  towards  the  propagating  of  Cotton,  which 
since  his  Time  has  been  much  neglected.  He  was  likewise  a  great  Lover 
of  Method,  and  Dispatch  in  all  Sorts  of  Business,  which  made  him  find 
Fault  with  the  Management  of  the  Secretaries  Ofirce,  And,  indeed,  with 
very  good  Rea.son  ;  for  from  the  Time  of  Bac/fn's  Rebellion,  till  then, 
there  never  was  any  Office  in  the  World  more  negligently  kept.  Several 
Patents  of  Land  were  enter'd  Blank  upon  Record  ;  many  original  Patents, 
Records,  and  Deeds  of  [.and,  with  other  Matters  of  great  Consequence, 
were  thrown  loose  about  the  Office,  and  suffer'd  to  be  dirtied,  torn,  and 
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M(M  bf  dM  Rotiis,  tmS  odwr  Imectf.    Bat  tipoD  this  Geotieman's 

Accmtkm  to  the  Gover nment,  be  immediiiciy  gave  Directions,  to  reform 
«ll  the&e  IrreKubrities ;  he  caai»e<l  th<:  Ioom:  ami  torn  Records  of  Value 
In  lit  (r an v:r tiled  into  new  \UHjk%  ;  »nd  ortlcr'd  Conveniences  to  be  built 
urUhin  the  ( >ftji  e,  tir  lifewrvinj;  ihc  Kc<-ord»  from  being  lost  and  con- 
loiindcti,  ««  Ifcfoff,  He  pre«crit>cd  Methods  to  keep  the  Papers  dry 
anrl  c|e«n«  and  to  reduce  them  into  nuch  Order,  as  that  any  thing  might 
be  lurri'd  to  immediately.  iUit  all  thcisc  Conveniences  were  burnt  soon 
after  ihcy  were  fininhed,  in  Odohfr,  1698,  together  with  the  Office  itself, 
and  the  whole  St.itr-h(jiinc.  liul  hit^  I>tlif{encc  was  st>  great  in  that  Affair, 
(hut  Ihu'  liih  Slay  dfitrwartl  in  ll»c  (uutiiry  was  very  short  ;  yet  he  caused 
all  the  Kc{  4ird«,  ami  l'a|jtT»,  which  had  been  sav'd  from  the  Fire,  to  be 
unrtrd  a^'^^'V  **'**'  kcj^ulcr'd  in  Order,  and  mdeeil  in  much  better  Order, 
thnn  ever  they  hail  been  before.  In  this  Condition  he  left  'em  at  his 
f]UMting  tilt*  Ctuvernnient. 

He  \\\m\c  heveral  Offers  lo  rebuild  the  State-house  in  the  same  Place  ; 
find  had  hi^t  tiovrrnment  KMitinucd  but  s»ix  Months  longer,  'tis  proba- 
lite  he  wuultl  have  effei  ted  it  alU'r  iiuch  a  Manner,  as  might  have  been 
leatit  burtheu^ome  to  the  People,  designing  the  greatest  Part  at  his  own 
Cmt.  .  .  . 

|.  14$.  In  N*^V€mhtr,  1698.  Framfis  Nkkfits^n,  Esq;  was  removed 
from  Mjn/ttnJ,  to  be  Clovernor  of  ri>yi<r/ir.  But  he  went  not  then 
with  lh4l  San.H>lhncM  on  his  Urow,  he  had  canyM  with  him  when  he 
was  api>ointe<)  Lieutenant-Ciovernour.  He  talk'd  then  no  more  of  im- 
|>r<»ving  of  Manufactures,  I'owns,  and  Tnde.  But  instead  of  encourag- 
mg  the  Man\tfa(  turen.  he  »ent  over  inhuman  Memorials  against  them, 
oppiiteite  ti>  all  Reason.  In  one  of  these,  he  remonstrates,  7X«/  ikt 
J'<^ai<</  <//  thai  C</UHtr\  i^ten  ^<an  n^  Um.'  a  f^iit,  Ikat  it  WffmU  n0t 
fUiid  CUfathi  tu  the  Pti^^  thut  mu/^  ii;  and  yet  pnesently  after,  in  the 

lamv   N' rul,  he  tevommemU  it  to  the  PisuliaQieQt,  ib /oxi  am  Act, 

/v/  "  PtaHtatiitHi  Ay  tHiike  tkeir  tnvn  Cli/aiktJ^ ;  vhich,  in  other 

\V\.  Mu/  ike  Plant fr^  sAaff  g9  maked. 

\x\  ■  I)  hiin  and  his  Creature  CoL  (^ar- 

/yy,    li.N  tt  ail  tke  Knglish  C*f^ii^s  on  the 

ConhHiu,     ,      ....     ....-...,.,    .       Ju«ii  under  ane  Gifvernnunt,  ^mi 

UMtk*'  i>He  yU't-M^y ,  ami  thai  a  standing  Army  ^e  there  kept  on  foot, 
t»  subdue  the  Queen*  i  Snemiei ;  stannaatiig  tfaftC  Ihcy  weic  iiUfdiag  on 
sti  «(^  iwr  thcaibelvco.  .  .  . 

V46>.  Soon  after  hk  Acce^on  to  the  Govcnuimi^  be  pcoctired 
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the  Assembly,  and  Courts  of  Judicature,  to  be  remov'd  hom  James  Town, 
where  there  were  gcmd  Accummodations  for  People,  to  Mitfdk  Planta- 
tion, where  there  were  none.  There  he  flatler'd  himself  with  ihe  fond 
Imagination,  of  being  the  Founder  of  a  new  City.  He  mark'd  out  the 
Streets  in  many  Places,  so  as  that  they  might  represent  the  Figure  of  a 
U\  in  Memory  of  his  late  Majesty  King  WiUiam^  after  whose  Name  the 
Town  was  call'd  Wiliiamsbuti^h.  There  he  procured  a  stately  Fabrick 
to  be  erected,  which  he  placed  opposite  to  the  College,  and  graced  it 
with  the  magnificent  Name  of  the  Capital. 

§.147,  In  the  2*^  Year  of  this  Gentleman's  Government ;  there  hap- 
pened an  Adventure  very  fortunate  for  him,  which  gave  him  much  credit ; 
and  that  was  the  taking  of  a  Pyrate  within  the  Capes  of  that  Country.  .  .  . 

§.  148.  This  Governor  likewise  gain'd  some  Reputation  by  another 
Instance  of  his  Management,  whereby  he  let  the  World  know,  the  vio- 
lent Passion  he  had  to  pubMsh  his  own  Fame. 

To  get  Honour  in  Nao-Vork^  he  had  zealously  recommended  to  the 
Court  of  Engiaftii,  the  necessity  that  Virginia  shou'd  contribute  a  cer- 
tain Quota  of  Men,  or  else  a  Sum  of  Money,  towards  the  building,  and 
maintaining  a  Fort  bX  jVew-York.  The  Reason  he  gave -for  thi<5,  was, 
because  Nav  -  York  was  their  Barrier,  and  as  such  it  was  but  Justice, 
they  shouVl  help  to  defend  it.  This  was  by  Order  of  his  late  Majesty 
King  IViiltam  proposed  to  the  Assembly :  But  upon  the  most  solid 
Reasons,  they  humbly  remonstrated,  That  neither  the  Forts  then  in  be- 
ing, nor  any  other  that  might  he  built  in  the  Proinnce  a/"  New- York,  cou'd 
in  the  least  avail  to  the  Defence  and  Security  of  Virginia  ;  for  that  either 
the  French,  or  the  Northern  Indians  might  invade  that  Colony^  and  not 
come  within  an  hundred  Miles  of  any  such  Fort.   .  .  . 

§.  149.  Neither  was  he  contented  to  spread  abroad  this  Untruth  there  ; 
but  he  also  foisted  it  into  a  Memorial  of  Col.  Quarry's  to  the  Council 
of  Trade.  .  .  . 

Certainly  his  Excellency,  and  Col.  Quarry^  by  whose  joint  Wisdom 
and  Sincerity  this  Memorial  was  composed,  must  believe  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Trade  have  very  imperfect  Intelligence,  how  Matters  pass  in  that 
Part  of  the  World,  or  else  they  would  not  presume  to  impose  such  a 
Banier  upon  them. 

But  this  is  nothing,  if  compar'd  to  some  other  Passages  of  that  unjust 
Representation >  wherein  they  took  upon  them  to  describe  the  People 
of  Virginia y  to  be  both  numerous  and  rich^  of  Republican  Notions  and 
Principles^  such  as  ought  to  be  corrected^  and  lowered  in  time ;  and  thai 
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thitt,  or  nttter  was  the  Time  to  maintain  the  Queen's  Prerogative,  and 
put  a  slop  to  those  wrong  pernicious  Notions^  whith  were  improving  daih\ 
not  only  in  Virginia,  but  in  ail  her  Afajestfs  other  Governments.  A  Frown 
now  from  her  Majesty^  will  do  more  than  an  Army  hereafter^  &c. 

With  those  inhuman  false  Imputations,  did  those  Gentlemen  after- 
wards introduce  the  Necessity  of  a  standing  Army. 

§.150,  Thus  did  this  Clentleman  continue  lo  rule  till  ^//^x/ 1 705.  .  .  . 

[Robert  Beverly],  The  History  of  Virginia  (London,  1722),  87-97  passim. 


34.    Report  of  an  Investigating  Agent  in  Carolina 

(1699) 

BY    EDWARD    RANDOLPH 

Randolph  wu  sent  over  by  the  king  is  a.  special  agent  to  investigate  the  manner  in 
which  the  colonies  carried  out  the  British  laws,  —  Bibliography :  Winsor,  Narrative 
and  Critical  History^  V,  ch.  v;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  102;  Contemporaries, 
1,  No.  133.  —  For  previous  history  of  the  CaroHnas,  see  Contemporaries,  I,  ch.  xii. 

AFTER  a  dangerous  voyage  at  Sea,  I  landed  at  Charles  Town,  in 
the  Province  of  So,  Carolina,  &  soon  after  my  arrival,  I  adminis- 
tered the  Oath  lo  M'.  Jos.  Blake,  one  of  the  Proprietors  &  Governor 
of  this  Province.  But  he  is  not  allowed  of  by  his  Ma''*.  Order  in  Coun- 
cil to  be  (kfv'.,  the  Act  of  Pari',  for  preventing  frauds  being  not  taken 
notice  of  by  the  Proprietors. 

There  are  but  few  settled  Inhabitants  in  this  Province,  the  Lords  have 
taken  up  vast  tracts  of  lands  for  their  own  use,  as  in  Colleton  County  & 
other  places,  where  the  land  is  most  commodious  for  settlement,  which 
prevents  peopling  the  place,  &  makes  them  less  capable  to  preserve 
themselves.  As  to  their  civil  Govern'.,  'tis  different  from  what  I  have 
met  with  in  the  other  Proprieties.  Their  Militia  is  not  above  1500 
Soldiers  W'hite  men,  but  have  thro'  the  Province  generally  4  Negroes  to 
I  White  man,  &  not  above  11 00  families,  English  &  French. 

Their  Chief  Town  is  Charles  Town,  and  the  seat  of  Gov*,  in  this  Prov- 
ince, where  the  Governor,  Council  &  Trienniri  Parliam'.  set,  &  their 
Courts  are  holden,  being  above  a  league  distance  from  the  entrance  to 
their  harbour  mouth,  w"^.  is  barre<i.  &  not  above  17  foot  water  at  the 
highest  tide,  but  very  difficult  to  come  in.     The  Harbour  is  called  by 
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Sc.  AugustiDe,  belonging 'to  the  Spaniards.  It  is  generally  laid  down 
in  our  English  maps  to  be  2  deg.,  45  min.,  within  the  southern  bounds 
of  this  Province.  In  the  year  1686,  one  hundred  Spaniards,  w"'  Negroes 
&  Indians,  landed  at  Edistoe,  (50  miles  to  the  southward  of  Charles 
Town,)  &  broak  open  the  house  of  M'.  Joseph  Moreton,  then  Governor 
of  the  Province,  &  carried  away  W.  Bowell,  his  Brother-in.law,  prisoner, 
who  was  found  murdered  2  or  3  daj-s  after ;  they  carried  away  all  his 
money  &  plate,  &  13  slaves,  to  the  value  of  ^^1500  sterling,  &  their 
plunder  to  St  Augustine.  Two  of  the  Slaves  made  their  escape  from 
thence,  &  returned  to  their  master.  Some  time  after,  Gov'.  Moreton 
sent  to  demand  his  slaves,  but  the  Gov',  of  St.  Augustine  answered  it 
was  dooe  without  his  orders,  but  to  this  day  keeps  them,  &  says  he  can't 
deliver  them  up  w**out  an  ord'.  from  the  Ring  of  Spain.  About  the 
same  time  they  robbed  Mr.  GrimbalPs  House,  the  Sec.  of  the  Province, 
whilst  he  attended  the  Council  at  Charles  Town,  &  carried  away  to  the 
value  of  above  ^^1500  sterl*.  They  also  fell  upon  a  settlement  of  Scotch- 
men at  Port  RoyaJ,  where  there  was  not  above  25  men  in  health  to  op- 
pose them.  The  Spaniards  burnt  down  their  houses,  destroyed  &  carried 
away  all  that  they  had,  because  (as  the  Span^.  pretended)  they  were 
settled  upon  their  land,  and  had  they  at  any  time  a  superior  force,  they 
vcmkl  also  destroy  this  Town  built  upon  .\shley  &  Cooper  Rivers.  This 
whole  Bay  was  called  formerly  St.  George's,  which  they  likewise  lay 
claim  to.  The  Inhabitants  complained  of  the  wrong  done  them  by  the 
Spaniards  to  the  Lords  Proprietors,  &  humbly  prayed  them  (as  I  have 
been  truly  informed)  to  represent  it  to  His  Ma'^.,  but  they  not  hearing 
from  the  Lord  Prop".,  fitted  out  two  vessels  with  400  stout  men,  well 
armed,  &  resolved  to  take  St.  Augustine.  But  Jas.  Colleton  came  in 
that  time  from  Barbadoes  with  a  Commission  to  be  Gov*.,  &  ihreatn'd 
to  hang  them  if  they  proceeded,  whereupon  they  went  on  shore  very 
unwillingly.  The  Spaniards  hearing  the  English  were  coming  upon 
tfacfD  for  the  damages,  they  left  their  Town  &  Castle,  &  fled  into  the 
woods  to  secure  themselves.  The  tmth  is,  as  I  have  been  credibly 
mlbniied,  there  was  a  design  on  foot  to  carry  on  a  Trade  with  the 
Spamasds. 

I  find  the  Inhabitants  greatly  alarmed  upon  the  news  that  the  French 
COOAiiKie  their  resolution  to  make  a  settling  at  Messasipi  River,  from 
[whence]  they  may  come  over  land  to  the  head  of  Ashley  River  Vout 
Oppocttioo,  'tis  not  yet  known  what  care  the  Ix)rd's  Prop"  intend  to  take 
w  their  preservatioQ.     Some  ingenious  gendeman  of  this  Province  (not 
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of  the  Council)  have  lately  lold  rae  the  Deputies  have  talked  of  mak' an 
Address  to  the  I.ords  Prop"  for  relief,  Rut  'tis  apparent  that  all  the  time 
of  this  French  War  they  never  sent  them  one  barrel  of  powder  or  a 
pound  of  lead  to  help  them.  They  conclude  they  have  no  reason  to 
depend  upon  them  for  assistance,  &  are  resolved  to  forsake  this  Country 
betimes,  if  ihey  find  the  French  are  settled  at  Meschasipi,  or  if  upon  the 
death  of  the  King  of  Spain  these  Countries  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
French,  as  inevitably  they  will  (if  not  timely  prevented),  and  return 
with  their  families  to  England  or  some  other  place  where  they  may  find 
safety  &  protection.  It  was  one  of  the  first  questions  asked  rae  by 
several  of  the  Chief  men  at  my  arrival,  whether  His  Ma''',  had  not  sent 
over  some  soldiers  to  preserve  them  from  the  French,  saying  they  might 
all  live  in  this  plentiful  Country  if  His  Ma'^.  will  please  to  allow  them 
half  pay  for  2  or  3  years  at  furthest,  that  afterwards  they  will  maintain 
themselves  &  families  (if  they  have  any)  in  making  Pitch  and  Tar  & 
planting  of  Indian  Corn,  His  Majesty  will  thereby  have  so  many  men 
seasoned  to  the  Country  ready  for  service  upon  all  occasions,  five  such 
men  will  do  more  service  by  sea  or  land  than  20  new  rais**  men  firora 
home,  they  may  be  brought  hither  in  the  Virginia  outward  bound  Ships, 
100  or  150  men  in  a  year,  till  they  are  made  up  1000,  it  will  save  the 
charge  of  transporting  so  many  another  time  z  or  3000  leagues  at  sea. 
I  heard  one  of  the  Council  (a  great  Indian  Trader,  &  has  been  600  miles 
up  in  the  Country  west  from  Charles  Town)  discourse  that  the  only  way 
to  discover  the  Meschasipi  is  from  this  Province  by  land.  He  is  willing 
to  undertake  it  if  His  Ma'\  will  please  to  pay  the  charge  w*"^  will  not  l>e 
above  j/^400  or  ^^500  at  most ;  he  intends  to  take  with  him  50  white 
men  of  this  Province  and  100  Indians,  who  live  2  days  journey  east 
from  the  Meschasipi,  and  questions  not  but  in  5  or  6  months  time  after 
he  has  His  Ma'^'  commands  &  instructions  to  find  out  y*  mouth  of  it 
and  the  true  latitude  thereof. 

The  great  improvement  made  in  this  Province  is  wholly  owing  to  the 
industry  &  labour  of  the  Inhabitants.  They  have  applied  themselves  to 
make  such  commodities  as  might  increase  the  revenue  of  the  Crown,  as 
Cotton,  Wool,  Ginger,  Indigo,  &*.  But  finding  them  not  to  answer  the 
end  they  are  set  upon  making  Pitch,  Tar  &  Turpentine,  and  planting 
rice,  &  can  send  over  great  quantityes  yearly,  if  they  had  encouragement 
from  Fngland  to  make  it,  having  about  50,000  Slaves  to  be  employed  in 
that  service,  upon  occasion,  but  they  have  lost  most  of  their  vessels, 
which  were  but  small,  last  war  by  the  French,  &  some  lately  by  the 
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Spaniards,  so  that  they  are  not  able  to  send  those  Commodities  to  Eng- ' 
land  for  a  market,  neither  are  sailors  here  to  be  had  to  man  their  vessels. 

I  humbly  propose  that  if  His  Ma'^.  will  fur  a  time  suspend  the  Duties 
upon  Commodities,  and  that  upon  rice  also,  it  will  encourage  the  Planter | 
to  fall  vigilantly  upon  making  Pitch  &  Tar,  &f.,  w'^  the  Lords  Prop". 
ought  to  make  their  principal  care  to  obtain  from  His  Ma''',  being  the 
only  way  to  draw  people  to  settle  in  their  Province,  a  place  of  greatest 
encouragement  to  y*  Rnglish  Navy  in  these  parts  of  y*  world.  Charles 
Town  Bay  is  the  safest  port  for  all  Vessels  coming  thro'  the  gulf  of  Flor- 
ida in  distress,  bound  from  the  VVest  Indies  to  the  Northern  Plantations ; 
if  they  miss  this  place  ihey  may  perish  at  sea  for  want  of  relief,  and 
having  beat  upon  the  coast  of  New  England,  New  York,  or  Virginia 
by  a  North  West  Wind  in  the  VVinter,  be  forced  to  go  to  Barbadoes  if 
they  miss  this  Bay,  where  no  wind  will  damage  them  and  all  things  to  be 
had  necessary  to  refitt  them.  My  Lords,  I  did  formerly  present  Vour 
Lordships  with  proposals  for  supplying  England  with  Pitch  &  Tar,  Masts 
&  all  o'  Naval  Stores  from  New  England.  I  observed  when  I  were  at 
York  in  Sept',  last,  abundance  of  Tar  bro'.  down  Hudson's  River  to  be 
sold  at  New  York,  as  also  Turpentine  &  Tar  in  great  fjuantities  from  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  I  was  told  if  they  had  encouragement  they  could 
load  several  Ships  yearly  for  England.  But  since  my  arrival  here  I  find 
I  am  come  into  the  only  place  for  such  commodities  upon  the  Continent 
of  .-Xmerica  ;  some  persons  have  offered  to  deliver  in  Charlestown  Bay 
upon  their  own  account  looo  Barrels  of  Pitch  and  as  much  Tar,  others 
greater  quantities  provided  they  were  paid  for  it  in  Charles  Town  in 
Lyon  Dollars  passing  here  at  5*.  p'.  piece,  Tar  at  8*.  p'.  Barrel,  and  very 
good  Pitch  at  12*.  p'.  Barrel,  &  much  cheaper  if  it  once  became  a 
Trade.  The  season  for  making  those  Commodities  in  this  Province 
being  6  mo*,  longer  than  in  Virginia  and  more  Northern  Plantations ;  a 
planter  can  make  more  tar  in  any  one  year  here  with  50  slaves  than  they 
can  do  with  double  the  number  in  those  places,  their  slaves  here  living 
at  ver)'  easy  rates  and  with  few  clothes. 

The  inclosed  I  received  from  M.  Girard,  a  French  Protestant  living 
|in  Carolina.  I  find  them  very  industrious  &  good  husbands,  but  are 
discouraged  because  some  of  them  having  been  many  years  Inhabitants 
in  this  Province,  are  denied  the  benefit  of  being  Owners  &  Masters  of 
Vessels,  which  other  the  Subjects  of  His  Majesty's  Plantations  enjoy, 
besides  many  of  them  are  made  Denizens.  If  this  Place  were  duly  en- 
couraged, it  would  be  the  most  useful  to  the  Crown  of  ail  the  Plantations 
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upon  the  continent  of  America.  1  herewith  enclose  to  Your  Lordships 
a  Draft  of  the  Town  and  Castle  of  St.  Augustine,  with  a  short  description 
of  it  by  a  Gentleman  who  has  been  often  there.  It's  done  exactly  true, 
more  for  service  than  for  show.  The  Spaniards  now^  the  French,  if  ever 
they  gel  it,  will  prove  dangerous  neighbours  to  this  Province,  a  thing  not 
considere<i  nor  provided  against  by  the  Lords  Proprietors.  I  am  going 
from  hence  to  Bermuda,  with  His  Ma'^.  Commissioners,  to  administer 
the  Oath  to  the  Gov\  of  that  Island,  with  a  Commission  for  the  Judge 
and  other  Officers  of  the  Court  of  Admiralty  erected  there,  from  whence 
I  believe  it  necessary  to  hasten  to  the  Bahamas  Islands,  where  a  Brigan- 
tine  belonging  to  New  England  was  carried  in  as  a  wreck.  The  Master 
&  Sailors  being  pursued  by  some  persons  who  had  commission  from 
Gov'.  Webb,  believing  they  were  chased  by  Spaniards,  forsook  their 
Vessel  &  went  on  shore  among  the  Natives  to  save  their  hves. 
All  which  is  humbly  submitted  by 
Vour  Ijordship's 

Most  humble  Servant, 

Ed.  Randolph. 

The  want  of  a  small  Vessel  to  support  the  loss  of  the  Frigate,  which 
was  appointed  by  the  I^rds  Com  miss",  of  the  .Admiralty  to  transplant 
me  from  one  Plantation  to  another,  makes  me  stay  a  great  while  at  one 
place  for  a  passage  to  another,  which  is  uncertain,  difficult  &  dangerous. 

I  have  by  the  extreme  of  cold  last  Winter  in  Mar>'land  and  Pennsyl- 
vania, &  by  my  tedious  passage  in  the  Winter  time  from  New  York  to 
this  place,  got  a  great  numbness  in  my  right  leg  &  foot.  I  am  in  hopes 
this  warm  climate  will  restore  me  to  my  health.  I  have  formerly  wrote 
to  your  Board  &  the  Commiss".  of  H.  M.  Customs,  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing a  Vessel  to  transport  me  from  one  Plantation  to  another. 

I  humbly  pray  Your  Lordships  favour  to  direct  that  the  little  residence 
I  am  to  make  in  these  parts  of  the  World,  may  be  in  this  Province,  & 
that  a  Vessel  well  manned  may  be  sent  me  hither,  which  may  answer  all 
occasion,  my  intentions  being  not  to  lye  idle,  for  when  the  Hurricane 
times  come  in  these  parts  of  the  World,  I  can  go  securely  to  Virginia, 
Mar>1and  &  Pensylvania  &  New  England,  without  fear  of  being  driven 
from  those  Plantations  by  North  West  Winds,  &  when  they  come  I  can 
pass  from  one  Plantation  to  another  without  difficulty 

[William  James  Rivers],  A  Sketch  of  tkt  History  of  South  Carolina  (Charles- 
ton. 1856),  445-447- 
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35.    A  South  Carolina  Settlement  (1742) 

BV    ELIZA    LUCAS 

Eliza  Lucas  Avas  an  English  girl,  upon  \«»hora  was  thrown  the  burdien  of  carrying 
on  a  large  estate  in  South  Carolina.  She  later  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Plnckney, 
chief  justice  of  South  Carolina.  —  BibJiography :  Winsor,  A'arraiive  and  Vrtdcat 
History^  V,  335-356;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  %  102.  —  For  previous  Carolina 
history,  see  Contemporaries,  1,  cb.  xii. 

May  aj**  1742. 

I  AM  now  set  down  my  dear  Brother  to  obey  your  Commands  and 
give  you  a  short  description  of  the  part  of  the  World  1  now 
inhabit  —  S"  Carolina  then  is  an  Extensive  Country  near  the  Sea. 
Most  of  the  settled  part  of  it  is  upon  a  flatt.  the  Soil  near  Charles 
Town  sandy  but  further  distant,  clay  and  swamp  lands.  It  abounds 
with  fine  navigable  rivers  and  great  quan[ti]lies  of  fine  timber  —  The 
Country  at  a  great  distance  that  is  to  say  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  mile 
from  C  Town  very  hilly  The  soil  in  general  very  fertile  and  there  are 
few  European  or  American  fruits  or  grain  but  what  grow  here  the 
Country  abounds  with  wild  fowl  Venison  and  fish  Beef  Veal  and 
Mutton  are  here  in  much  greater  perfection  than  in  the  Islands  Iho' 
not  equal  to  that  of  England —  Fruit  extreamly  good  and  in  profusion, 
and  the  oranges  exceed  any  I  ever  lasted  in  the  West  Indies  or  from 
Spain  or  Portugal.  The  people  in  general  hospitable  and  honest  and 
the  better  sort  add  to  these  a  polite  gentile  behaviour.  The  poorer 
sort  are  the  most  indolent  people  in  the  world,  or  they  would  never 
be  wretched  in  so  plentiful  a  country  as  this.  The  winters  here  are  fine 
and  pleasant  but  4  months  in  the  year  are  extreamly  disagreeable  exces* 
sive  hott  much  thunder  and  iightening  and  rausketoes  and  sand  fiies  in 
abundance  C"  Town  the  Metropolis,  is  a  neat  pretty  place  the  inhabi- 
tants polite  and  live  a  very  gentile  manner  the  streets  and  houses 
regularly  built,  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  gay  in  their  dress,  upon  the 
whole  you  will  find  as  many  agreeable  people  of  both  sexes  for  the  size 
of  the  place  as  almost  any  where  S'  Phillip's  Church  in  C"  Town  is  a 
very  Elegant  one  and  much  frequented,  there  are  sever!  more  places 
of  publick  Worship  in  the  town  and  the  generality  of  people  of  a  religious 
turn  of  mind. 

I  began  in  haste  and  have  obser\'ed  no  method  or  I  should  have  told 
you  before  I  came  to  Summer,  that  we  have  a  most  charming  Spring  in 
this  Country  especially  for  those  who  travel  through  the  Country  for  the 
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Vffif  of  the  jroung  Hytile  »nd  ftHkm  jetnnme  wHh  winch  tlic  i 

!>K ^  i«  «ieliKfifftif.    Tbe  ttaple  connodiiy  hcve  it  rice  lad  Ike  oolf 

f  export  to  FMtifpt,    Beef,  Pork  and  Umber  ibejr  lead  to  the 


Wrote  U}  M{m  Mar|r  Fafweather  in  Doilaa.    The  Mine  time  wrote 
Qir  Fatli«f  a  ftill  aiir]  lime  a^( '  <'^  5  (Htiufand  Spainyards  landing  at 

"tied  in  Carolina;  So  prisoners  now  io 
,  Init  wrre  Mattered  by  bad  weather. 
(Kir  li  '  ommande*!  by  Cap'  Hardy  could  not  get 

,     .     i.ncniy  were  sailed  u>  S*  Marks.     Tis  said 

Manly  imirtui  of  craMng  off  9  Augvwtine  barr  where  it  «ras 
'  *  "    '    '     m  returned  with  all  the  men  to  C"  Town, 
<  ;ov»  aH  Council  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the 
1  of  Warr  and  4  provincial  vcssek 
'     ,  iind.     Sent  my  father  his  kettle 

Dmms,  ini  »i  of  M'  Smith  weling  the  mm  he  aent  ua,  and  ghnmg 

away  the  ,  '    'o'  he  assured  iia  tt  waa  by  miaialte  put  o« 

H^ard  a  V.  <toes  and  carried  there.   Sad  wretch.   Seat 

>.»Ui  fcccil  —  I'oUy  gone  tovcHool  at  M?  Hkks^s  ai  140  pound 


eitxa  iMcnn,  JflNrMa/ mnti  l^ttrs  (edited  by  Mn.H.  P.  Holbreok,  Wormaloe, 

iKfO),  »7-30 /ffTMIM 
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36.    Routine  in  Maryland  (1754) 

•V   00^'KRKOR   HORATIO   SHARPE 

'irvliOfl  fri^"  Im  efficiency  is  well  shown 

'  tV^f^r''^  ,  rfm/ rri/(oi/ //«*/*rv.  Ill, 

\  i.  44jti..  C*Hantitng  and  \\^s\^  GmJtt 

I'"  if^mpcrtirin,  I,  cb.  n, 

IN  obodienee  to  youi  I^lps  (n^tmrtions  I  have  transmitted  Copies 
oi  -.ill  the  Ijiw*  made  at  a  Session  of  Assembly  bcgtm  li.  held  at 
Annu|u>li%  in  this  Provinee  the  2*  of  Oct'  1753  it  have  fulfilled  your 
I  ith  a  fe^^  for  the 

r  of  an  r-  latore  by 
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any  of  them  enacted.  Such  a  Bill  as  your  Lordship  was  pleased  to 
recommend  in  your  Instnictions  for  the  Naturalization  of  German  Prot- 
estants importing  themselves  into  this  Province  was  brought  into  the 
lA')wer  House  of  Assembly  in  the  Oct'  Session  but  did  not  pass  through, 
however  these  people  suffer  no  great  Inconveniences  from  the  want  of 
such  a  Law,  as  there  is  an  Act  of  Parhament  in  force  in  England  natur- 
alizing all  such  Foreigners  after  a  few  years  Residence  in  any  of  His 
Majesty's  Plantations.  Advising  with  your  Lordship's  Agent  &  Judge 
of  the  Land  Office  about  having  parcells  of  Land  surveyed  in  the  sev- 
eral Counties  &  erected  into  Mannours  I  was  informed  that  there  is  not 
remaining  a  Tract  of  Land  (unless  one  in  Ihe  Lower  part  of  the  Eastern 
Shore  that  I  have  a  prospect  of  Discovering  &  the  Barrens)  extensive 
enough  to  answer  that  purpose  in  any  part  of  the  province,  except  in 
Frederick  County  near  the  Frontiers,  &  there  are  two  mannours  sur- 
veyed &  reserved  in  that  County  already ;  if  I  should  by  any  enquiries 
get  knowledge  of  Vacancy  which  will  answer  that  End,  or  Land  contigu- 
ous fit  to  be  added  to  the  Mannours  already  laid  out  &  erected,  I  will 
pnncKially  obey  your  Lordships  Instructions.  Your  Ldp's  Expectations 
of  having  what  Land  remains  vacant  in  the  more  populous  parts  of  the 
Country  sold  off  at  more  advanced  prices,  cannot  I  am  afraid,  be  an- 
swered as  much  as  I  wish  ;  The  Method  always  followed  here  of  locating 
Land  Warrants  by  selecting  the  most  rich  &:  fertil  Land  without  regard- 
ing any  regularity  of  its  Area,  or  making  one  of  its  Courses  coincide  with 
the  Boundary  of  the  adjacent  prior  patented  Tract,  has  left  the  Land 
hitherto  remaining  Vacant  &  uncultivated,  in  such  irregular  small  & 
incommodious  parcells  that  it  is  thought  scarcely  worth  any  ones  While 
but  those  on  whose  possessions  it  Joins,  to  take  it  up  even  at  the  com- 
mon Rate.  I  obserx'ed  in  a  Letter  to  your  Ldp's  Secretary  soon  after 
my  Arrival  that  in  some  of  the  Counties  there  is  supposed  to  be  a  con- 
siderable number  of  Acres,  for  which  your  Ldp  receives  no  Rent.  .  .  . 

I  have  herewith  sent  for  your  Ldp's  information  &  satisfaction  an 
exact  State  of  the  worth  of  the  respective  Ecclesiastical  Benefices  in  the 
province  at  this  time  ;  your  Ldp  will  see  that  the  Divisions  already  made 
have  reduced  most  of  them  to  a  very  moderate  Value.  The  mii>in  forma- 
tion that  had  been  given  me  made  me  represent  untruly  the  Income  of 
some  of  those  that  are  now  vacant,  which  Error  your  Ldp  will  be  hereby 
enabled  to  rectify.  .  .  .  Your  Ldp's  distinguishing  marks  of  Favour 
to  M'  Bacon  &  M'  Malcolm  were  delivered  Ihem  the  same  Day  who 
expressed  a  dutiful  sense  of  &  thankfulness  for  the  honour  your  Ldp  had 
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bccD  pleased  10  confer  on  them  which  they  intend  to  do  themselves  the 
honour  of  acknowledging  by  Letter  to  your  Ldp, 

The  Trustees  of  the  Charily  School  about  to  be  estabUshed  in  Talbot 
County  gratefully  accept  your  Ldps  proposals  &  are  preparing  a  thankfull 
Address  for  the  most  kind  Testimony  of  your  Ldp's  Approbation.  .  .  . 

I  am  sorry  at  being  unable  to  put  the  Scheme  your  Ldp :  wzs  pleased 
to  intimate  for  compleating  the  Govemour's  House  in  execution ;  for 
want  of  l)eing  covered  the  House  is  now  reduced  to  so  bad  a  State  (the 
Timber  work  being  mostly  wasted  &  demolished)  that  less  than  ^^300 
or  ^400.  will  not  put  it  in  the  Condition  it  was  left  in  by  the  workmen, 
&  I  apprehend  to  perfect  it  would  require  as  many  Thousand,  so  large 
a  sum  it  is  impracticable  to  raise  by  IjOttery  in  these  parts  where  it  is 
with  the  greatest  Difficulty  that  j^^ioo  or  jC^^^  ^^^  t>e  raised  by  that 
method  for  executing  any  work  of  the  most  general  Utility.  .  .  . 

I  met  the  Assembly  the  25**"  of  March  upon  the  Business  that  was 
mentioned  in  my  Letter  dated  the  10*  of  Fel/  the  Contents  of  which 
I  hope  e'er  this  your  Ldp  is  acquainted  with,  but  neither  my  utmost 
Efforts  or  the  Example  of  the  Virginians  who  had  just  then  granted  the 
Sum  of  j^  10,000  for  that  purpose  could  induce  them  to  make  the  least 
Provision  for  the  F^ncouragement  of  the  Ohio  Expedition.  ...  I  have 
taken  an  Opportunity  since  my  arrival  of  visiting  Baltimore  which  indeed 
has  the  Appearance  of  the  most  increasing  Town  in  the  Province,  tho  it 
scarcely  answered  the  0])inion  I  had  conceived  of  it :  hardly  as  yet 
rivaling  Annapolis  in  number  of  Buildings  or  Inhabitants;  its  Situation 
as  to  Pleasantness  Air  &  Prospect  is  inferior  to  that  of  Annapolis,  but 
if  one  considers  it  with  respect  to  Trade,  The  extensive  Countr>'  beyond 
it  leaves  no  room  for  Comparison  j  were  a  Few  Gent"  of  fortime  to  settle 
there  &  encourage  the  Trade  it  might  soon  become  a  flourishing  place 
but  while  few  beside  the  Germans  (who  are  in  general  Masters  of  small 
Fortunes)  build  &  inhabit  there  I  apprehend  it  cannot  make  any  con- 
siderable Figure.  .  .  . 

Correspondence  of  Governor  Horatio  Shar^e  {Maryland  Archives^  VI,  Balti- 
more, 1888),  I,  12-^7  passim. 
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37.    The  Parson's  Opinion  of  **  the  Parson's  Cause  " 

(1763) 

BY   REVEREND   JAMES   MAURY 

(Translated  by  Ann  Maurv,  1853) 

This  celebrated  case  illustrates  the  relation  of  church  and  state  in  the  colonies, 
and  is  also  the  beginning  of  the  public  career  of  Patrick  Henry.  Maury  was  ar>  esti- 
mable minister  of  Huguenot  ancestry.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Criti- 
tal  History^  VI,  24;  Maury,  Mtmoin  of  a  fJuguenot  family:  Channing  and  Hart, 
Gniiif,  §  134. 

Deiember  1 2/A,  1 763, 

DEAR  Sir  :  —  Now  that  I  am  somewhat  more  at  leisure,  than  when 
I  wrote  to  you  by  Major  Winston,  from  Hanover,  some  few  days 
ago,  I  have  sal  down  to  give  you  the  best  account  I  cat;  of  the  most 

,  material  passages  in  the  trial  of  my  cause  against  the  Collectors  in  thai 
Court,  both  to  satisfy  your  own  curiosity,  and  to  enable  the  lawyer,  by 
whom  it  is  to  be  managed  in  the  General  Court,  to  form  some  judgment 
of  its  merits.  I  believe,  sir,  you  were  advised  from  Nov'r  Court,  that 
the  Bench  had  adjudged  the  twopenny  act  to  be  no  law  ;  and  that,  at  the 
next,  a  jury,  on  a  writ  of  inquiry,  were  to  examine  whether  the  Plaintiff 
had  sustained  any  damages,  and  what.  Accordingly,  at  December  Court, 
a  select  jury  was  ordered  to  be  summoned  ;  but,  how  far  they  who  gave 
the  order,  wished  or  intended  it  to  be  regarded,  you  may  judge  from 
the  sequel.  The  Sheriff  went  into  a  public  room,  full  of  gentlemen,  and 
told  his  errand.  One  excused  himself  (Peter  Robinson  of  King  William) 
as  having  already  given  his  opinion  in  a  similar  case.  On  this,  as  a  per- 
son then  present  told  me,  he  immediately  left  the  room,  without  sum- 
moning any  one  person  there.  He  afterwards  met  another  gentleman 
(Richard  Sri.  Taylor)  on  the  green,  and,  on  his  saying  he  was  not  fit  to 
serve,  being  a  churchwarden,  he  took  upon  himself  to  excuse  him,  too, 
and,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  made  no  further  attempts  to  summon  gentlemen. 
These,  you'll  say,  were  but  feeble  endeavors  to  comply  with  the  directions 
of  the  Court  in  that  particular.  Hence,  he  went  among  the  vulgar  herd. 
After  he  had  selected  and  set  down  upon  his  list  about  eight  or  ten  of 
these,  1  met  him  with  it  in  his  hand,  and  on  looking  over  it,  observed 
to  him  that  they  were  not  such  jurors  as  the  Court  had  directed  him  to 
get,  being  people  of  whom  I  had  never  heard  before,  except  one,  whom, 
I  told  him,  he  knew  to  be  a  party  in  the  cause,  as  one  of  the  Collector's 

I  Securities,  and,  therefore,  not  fit  for  a  juror  on  that  occasion.     Yet  this 
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man*s  name  was  not  erased.  He  was  even  called  in  Courts  and,  had  he 
not  excused  himself^  would  probably  have  been  admitted.  For,  I  cannot 
recollect^  that  the  Court  expressed  either  surprise  or  dislike  that  a  more 
proper  jury  had  not  been  summoned.  Nay,  though  I  objected  against 
them,  yet,  as  Patrick  Henry  (one  of  the  Defendant's  lawyers)  insisted 
they  were  honest  men,  and,  therefore,  unexceptionable,  they  were  imme- 
diately called  to  the  book  and  sworn.  Three  of  them,  as  I  was  after- 
wards told,  nay,  some  said  four,  were  Dissenters  of  that  denomination 
called  Nnv  Li!(hts^  which  the  Sheriff,  as  they  were  all  his  acquaintance, 
must  have  known.  Messrs.  Gist  and  McDowall,  the  two  most  consider- 
able purchasers  in  that  county,  were  now  called  in  to  prove  the  price 
of  tobacco,  and  sworn.  The  testimony  of  the  former  imported,  that, 
during  the  months  of  May  and  June,  1759,  tobacco  had  currently  sold 
at  50s.  per  hundred,  and  that  himself,  at  or  about  the  latter  end  of  the 
last  of  those  months,  had  sold  some  hundreds  of  hhds,  at  that  price, 
and,  amongst  the  rest,  one  hundred  to  be  delivered  in  the  month 
of  August,  which,  however,  were  not  delivered  till  September.  That 
of  the  latter  only  proved,  '■  Thai  50s.  was  the  current  price  of  tobacco 
that  season,"  This  was  the  sum  of  the  evidence  for  the  Plaintiff. 
Against  him,  was  produced  a  receipt  to  the  Collector,  to  the  best  of 
my  remembrance  in  these  words :  **  Received  of  Thomas  Johnson, 
Jun'r,  at  this  and  some  former  payments,  ^^144,  current  money,  by 
James  Maury."  After  the  lawyers  on  both  sides  had  displayed  the 
force  and  weight  of  the  evidence,  pro  and  con.  to  their  Honors,  the 
jurors,  and  one  of  those  who  apjieared  for  the  Defendants  had  obser\'ed 
to  them  that  they  must  find  (or  if  they  must  find ^  \  am  not  sure  which, 
but  think  the  former)  for  the  Plaintiff,  but  need  not  find  more  than  one 
farthing ;  they  ivent  out,  and,  according  to  instruction  (though  whether 
according  to  evidence  or  not,  I  leave  you  to  judge),  in  less  than  five 
minutes  brought  in  a  verdict  for  the  Plaintiff,  one  penny  damages.  Mr. 
Lyons  urged,  as  the  verdict  was  contrary  to  evidence,  the  jury  ought 
to  be  sent  out  again.  But  no  notice  was  taken  of  it,  and  the  verdict 
admitted  without  hesitation  by  the  Hench.  He  then  moved  to  have 
the  evidence  of  Messrs.  Gist  and  McDowell  recorded,  with  as  little 
effect.  His  next  motion,  which  was  for  a  new  trial,  shared  the  same 
fate.  He  then  moved  it  might  be  admitted  to  record,  "  that  he  had 
made  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  because  he  considered  the  verdict  con- 
trary to  evidence,  and  that  the  motion  had  been  rejected  ; "  which,  after 
much  altercation,  was  agreed  to.     He  lastly  moved  for  an  appeal,  which, 
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too,  was  granted.  This,  sir,  as  well  as  I  can  rein  ember,  is  a  just  and 
impartial  narrative  of  the  most  material  occurrences  in  the  trial  of  that 
cause.  One  occurrence  more,  tho'  not  essential  to  the  cause,  I  can't 
help  mentioning,  as  a  striking  instance  of  the  loyalty,  impartiality  and 
attachment  of  the  Bench  to  the  Church  of  England  in  particular,  and  to 
religion  at  large.  Mr.  Henry,  mentioned  above  (who  had  been  called 
in  by  the  Defendants,  as  we  suspected,  to  do  what  1  some  time  ago  told 
you  of),  after  Mr.  Lyons  had  opened  the  cause,  rose  and  harangued 
the  jury  for  near  an  hour.  This  harangue  turned  upon  points  as  much 
out  of  his  own  depth,  and  that  of  the  jury,  as  they  were  foreign  from 
the  purpose ;  which  it  would  be  impertinent  to  mention  here.  How- 
ever, after  he  had  discussed  those  points,  he  labored  to  prove  "  that  the 
act  of  I  758  had  every  characteristic  of  a  good  law ;  that  it  was  a  law 
of  general  utility,  and  could  not,  consistently  with  what  he  called  the 
original  compact  between  King  and  people,  stipulating  protection  on 
the  one  hand  and  obedience  on  the  other  be  annulled,"  Hence,  he 
inferred,  "  that  a  King,  by  disallowing  Acts  of  this  salutary  nature,  from 
being  the  father  of  his  people,  degenerated  into  a  Tyrant,  and  forfeits 
all  right  to  his  subjects'  obedience."  He  further  urged,  "  that  the  only 
use  of  an  Established  Church  and  Clergy  in  society,  is  to  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  civil  sanctions,  and  the  observance  of  those  which  are  called 
duties  of  imperfect  obligation  ;  that,  when  a  Clergy  ceases  to  answer 
these  ends,  the  community  have  no  further  need  of  their  ministry,  and 
may  justly  strip  them  of  their  appointments  ;  that  the  Clergy  of  Virginia, 
in  this  particular  instance  of  their  refusing  to  acquiesce  in  the  law  in 
question,  had  been  so  far  from  answering,  that  they  had  most  notori- 
ously counteracted,  those  great  ends  of  their  institution  ;  that,  therefore, 
instead  of  useful  members  of  the  state,  they  ought  to  be  considered  as 
enemies  of  the  community;  and  that,  in  the  case  now  before  them,  Mr. 
Maury,  instead  of  countenance,  and  protection  and  damages,  very  justly 
deserved  to  be  punished  with  signal  severity."  And  then  he  perorates 
to  the  following  purpose,  "  that  excepting  they  (the  jury)  were  disposed 
to  rivet  the  chains  of  lx>ndage  on  their  own  necks,  he  hoped  they  would 
not  let  slip  the  opportunity  which  now  offered,  of  making  such  an 
example  of  him  as  might,  hereafter,  be  a  warning  to  himself  and  his 
brethren,  not  to  have  the  temerity,  for  the  future,  to  dispute  the  validity 
of  such  laws,  authenticated  by  the  only  authority,  which,  in  his  concep- 
tion, could  give  force  to  laws  for  the  government  of  this  Colony,  the 
authority  of  a  legal  representative  of  a  Council,  and  of  a  kind  and 
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benevolent  and  patriot  Governor."  You'll  observe  I  do  not  pretend 
to  remember  his  words,  but  take  this  to  have  been  the  sum  and  substance 
of  ihis  part  of  his  labored  oration.  When  he  came  to  that  part  of  it 
where  he  undertook  to  assert,  "  that  a  King,  by  annulling  or  disallowing 
acts  of  so  salutary  a  nature,  from  being  the  Father  of  his  people  degen- 
erated into  a  Tyrant,  and  forfeits  all  right  to  his  subjects'  obedience  ;  " 
the  more  sober  part  of  the  audience  were  struck  with  horror.  Mr.  Lyons 
called  out  aloud,  and  with  an  honest  warmth,  to  the  Bench,  "That  the 
gentleman  had  spoken  treason,"  and  expressed  his  astonishment  "  that 
their  worships  could  hear  it  without  emotion,  or  any  mark  of  dissatisfac- 
tion." At  the  same  instant,  loo,  amongst  some  gentlemen  in  the  crowd 
behind  rae,  was  a  confused  murmur  of  Treason,  Treason !  Yet  Mr. 
Henry  went  on  in  the  same  treasonable  and  licentious  strain,  without 
interruption  from  the  Bench,  nay,  even  without  receiving  the  least 
exterior  notice  of  their  disapprobation.  One  of  the  jury,  too,  was  so 
highly  pleased  with  these  doctrines,  that,  as  I  was  afterwards  told,  he 
every  now  and  then  gave  the  traitorous  declaimer  a  nod  of  approbation. 
After  the  Court  was  adjourned,  he  apologised  to  me  for  what  he  had 
said,  alleging  that  his  sole  view  in  engaging  in  the  cause,  and  in  saying 
what  he  had,  was  to  render  himself  popular.  You  see,  then,  it  is  so 
clear  a  point  in  this  person's  opinion,  that  the  ready  road  to  popularity 
here,  is,  to  trample  under  foot  the  interests  of  religion,  the  rights  of  the 
church,  and  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown.  If  this  be  not  pleading  for 
the  "assumption  of  a  power  to  bind  the  King's  hands,"  if  it  be  not 
asserting  "such  supremacy  in  provincial  Legislatures"  as  is  inconsistent 
with  the  dignity  of  the  Church  of  Kngland,  and  manifestly  tends  to  draw 
the  people  of  these  plantations  from  their  allegiance  to  the  King,  tell 
me,  my  dear  sir,  what  is  so,  if  you  can.  Mr.  Cootes,  merchant  on  James 
River,  after  Court,  said  "  he  would  have  given  a  considerable  sura  out 
of  his  own  pocket,  rather  than  his  friend  Patrick  should  have  been  guilty 
of  a  crime,  but  little,  if  any  thing  inferior  to  that  which  brought  Simon 
Ix>rd  Ijavatt  to  the  block  ;  "  and  justly  observed  that  he  exceeded  the 
most  seditious  and  inflammatory  harangues  of  the  Tribunes  of  old  Rome. 
My  warmest  wishes  and  prayers  ever  attend  you.  And  besides  these 
there  is  little  else  in  the  power  of,  my  dear  Camm, 

Your  affectionate 

J.  Maurv. 

Ann  Maury,  Memoirs  of  a  Hu^enot  Family  (New  York,  1872),  41S-424. 
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38.    The  Running  of  Mason  and  Dixon's  Line 

(1763-1767) 

BY  THE    COMMISSIONERS    OF    MARYLAND   AND    PENNSYLVANIA 

The  commissioners  were  fourteen  in  number.    The  piece  is  significant  as  showing  ^ 
the  settlement  of  one  of  the  many  boundary  controversies,  and  also  as  the  record  or  a  | 
line  which  later  divided  free  from  slave  states.  —  Bibliography :    Winsor,  Narrative 
and  Critical  HiUoryy  HI,  513,  V,  273;   Channing  and  Hart,  Guidcy  §  107. 

WE  have  completely  nm  out,  settled,  fixed  and  determined 
a  straight  line,  beginning  at  the  exact  middle  of  the  due 
east  and  west  line  mentioned  in  the  articles  of  the  fourth  day  of  July, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  sixty,  to  have  been  run  by  other  com- 
missioners, formerly  appointed  by  the  said  Charles,  Lord  Baltimore,  and 
the  said  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn,  across  the  peninsula,  from 
Cape  Henlopen  to  Chesapeake  Bay,  the  exact  middle  of  which  said  east 
and  west  line  is  at  the  distance  of  thirty- four  miles  and  three  hundred 
and  nine  perches  from  the  verge  of  the  main  ocean,  the  eastern  end  or 
beginning  of  the  said  due  east  and  west  line  ;  and  that  we  have  extended 
the  said  straight  line  eighty-one  miles  seventy-eight  chains  and  thirty 
links  up  the  peninsula,  until  it  touched  and  made  a  tangent  to  the  west- 
em  part  of  the  periphenr^  of  a  circle  drawn  at  the  horizontal  distance 
of  twelve  English  statute  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of  New  Castle, 
and  have  marketl,  described  and  perpetuated  the  said  straight  or  tangent 
line,  by  setting  up  and  erecting  one  remarkable  stone  at  the  place  of 
beginning  thereof,  in  the  exact  middle  of  the  aforesaid  due  east  and 
west  line,  according  to  the  angle  made  by  the  said  due  west  line,  and 
by  the  said  tangent  line ;  which  stone,  on  the  inward  sides  of  the  same» 
facing  towarrls  the  east  and  towards  the  north,  hath  ihe  arms  of  the  said 
Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn  graved  thereon,  and  on  the  outward 
sides  of  the  same  facing  towards  the  west  and  towards  the  south,  hath 
the  arms  of  the  said  Frederick  I>ord  Baltimore  graved  thereon ;  and 
have  also  erected  and  set  up  in  the  said  straight  or  tangent  line,  from 
the  said  place  of  beginning  to  the  tangent  point,  remarkable  stones  at 
the  end  of  every  mile,  each  stone  at  the  distance  or  end  of  every  five 
miles,  being  particularly  distinguished  by  having  the  arms  of  the  said 
Frederick  Lord  Baltimore  graved  on  the  side  thereof  turning  towards 
the  west,  and  the  arms  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn 
graved  on  the  side  thereof  turning  towards  the  cast,  and  all  the  other 
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intermediate  stones  are  marked  with  the  letter  P  on  the  sides  facing 
towards  the  east,  and  with  the  letter  M  on  ihe  sides  facing  towards  the 
west,  and  have  fixed  in  the  tangent  point  a  stone  with  the  arms  of  the  said 
Frederick  Lord  Baltimore  graved  on  the  side  facing  towards  the  west^ 
and  with  the  arms  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Fenn  graved 
on  the  side  facing  towards  the  east. 

2d.  That  from  the  end  of  the  said  straight  line  or  tangent  point,  we 
have  run  out,  settled,  fixed  and  determined,  a  due  north  line  of  the 
length  of  five  miles  one  chain  and  fifty  links,  to  a  parallel  of  latitude 
fifteen  miles  due  south  of  the  most  southern  part  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, which  said  due  north  line  intersected  the  said  circle  drawn  at  the 
distance  of  twelve  English  staUite  miles  from  the  centre  of  the  town  of 
New  Castle,  one  mile  thirty-six  chains  and  five  Hnks  from  the  said  tan- 
gent  point,  and  that  in  order  to  mark  and  perpetuate  the  said  due  north 
line,  we  have  erected  and  set  up  one  unmarked  stone  at  the  point  where 
the  said  line  intersects  the  said  circle,  three  other  stones  at  a  mile  dis- 
tance from  each  other  graved  with  the  letter  P  on  the  sides  facing  the 
east,  and  the  letter  M  on  the  sides  facing  the  west,  between  the  said 
place  of  intersection  of  the  said  circle  and  the  said  parallel  of  latitude, 
and  a  third  stone  at  the  point  of  intersection  of  the  said  north  Une  and 
parallel  of  latitude,  which  last  stone  on  the  sides  facing  towards  the  north 
and  east,  hath  the  arms  of  the  said  Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn 
graved  thereon,  and  on  the  sides  facing  towards  the  south  and  west  hath 
the  arms  of  the  said  F'rederick  Lord  Baltimore  graved  thereon. 

3d.  That  we  have  run  out,  settled,  fixed  and  determined  such  part 
of  the  said  circle  as  lies  westward  of  the  said  due  north  line,  and  have 
marked  and  perpettiated  the  same,  by  setting  up  and  erecting  four  stones 
in  the  periphery  thereof,  one  of  which,  at  the  meridian  distance  of  one 
mile  from  the  tangent  point,  is  marked  with  the  letter  P  on  the  east  and 
the  letter  M  on  the  west  sides  thereof. 

4th.  That  we  have  run  out,  settled,  fixed  and  determined  a  due  east 
and  west  line,  beginning  at  the  northern  point  or  end  of  the  said  due 
north  line,  being  the  place  of  intersection  of  the  said  north  line^  with  the 
parallel  of  latitude,  at  the  distance  of  fifteen  English  statute  miles  due 
south  of  the  most  southern  part  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  have 
extended  the  said  line,  two  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  eighteen  chains 
and  twenty- one  links  due  west  from  the  place  of  beginning  ;  and  two 
humlred  and  forty-four  miles,  thirty-eight  chains  and  thirty-six  links  due 
west  from  the  river  Delaware ;  and  should  have  continued  the  same  to 
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the  end  of  five  degrees  o(  longitude,  the  western  bounds  of  the  Province 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  Indians  would  not  permit  us.  And  that  we 
have  marked,  described,  and  perpetuated  the  said  west  line,  by  setting 
up  and  erecting  therein  stones  at  the  end  of  every  mile,  from  the  place 
of  beginning  to  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  miles,  near 
the  foot  of  a  hill,  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  Sideling  hill;  every 
five  mile  stone  having  on  the  side  facing  the  north,  the  arms  of  the  said 
Thomas  Penn  and  Richard  Penn  graved  thereon,  and  on  the  side  farmg 
the  south,  the  arms  of  Frederick  Lord  Baltimore  graved  thereon,  and 
the  other  intermediate  stones  are  graved  with  the  letter  P  on  the  north 
side,  and  the  letter  M  on  the  south  side  ;  and  that  the  country  to  the 
westward  of  Sideling  hill,  being  so  very  mountainous  as  to  render  it  in 
most  places  extremely  difficult  and  expensive,  and  in  some  impracticable, 
to  convey  stones  or  boundaries  which  had  been  prepared  and  marked 
as  aforesaid,  to  their  proper  stations,  we  have  marked  and  described  the 
said  line  from  Sidehng  hill  to  the  top  of  the  Alleghany  Ridge,  which 
divides  the  waters  ninning  into  the  rivers  Potowmack  and  Ohio,  by  rais- 
iog  and  erecting  thereon,  on  the  tops  of  ridges  and  mountains  over  which 
the  said  line  passed,  heaps  or  piles  of  stones  or  earth,  from  about  three 
and  a  half  to  four  yards  in  diameter,  at  bottom,  and  from  six  to  seven 
feet  in  height,  and  that  from  the  top  of  the  said  Alleghany  Ridge  west- 
ward, as  &.r  as  we  have  continued  the  said  line,  we  have  set  up  posts  at 
the  end  of  every  mile,  and  raised  roimd  each  post,  heaps  or  piles  of 
stones,  or  earth  of  about  the  diameter  and  height  before  mentioned. 

].  Thomas  Scliarf,  Hixtory  of  Maryland  (Baltimore,  1879),  I,  407-409- 


1 


CHAPTER    VI  — GEORGIA 

39.    **  Designs  of  the  Trustees  for  Establishing  the 
Colony  of  Georgia  **  (1733) 

BY  GENERAL  JAMES  EDWARD  OGLETHORPE 

ficncmt  0|{1clhi)r|ic  was  the  prime  mover  in  the  eatablishment  of  the  colony  as  a 
nhiUiiUuujiii-  entfrprinci  a  man  of  the  highest  characlcr  and  trustworthiness.  —  Bib- 
llugraphy  1  VVinsur,  A'arrafnr  amt  Uridcal  History,  V,  392-406;  C.  C  Jones, 
Gtor^ta,  I,  chs.  Iv,  v;   Cliaunint;  and  Hart,  Ghu//,  §  103. 

IN  Amrrica  there  arc  fertile  laiiils  sufficient  to  subsist  all  the  useless 
Toor  in  En^landt  and  ilistressed  Protestants  in  Europe ;  yet  Thou- 
tamls  strtrve  for  want  of  mere  sustenance.  The  distance  makes  it  diffi- 
rult  lo  ^'Cl  thither.  The  same  want  that  renders  men  useless  here, 
prevents  (heir  paying  their  passage  ;  and  if  others  pay  it  for  'era,  they 
Uh  tnne  servants,  or  rather  slaves  for  years  lo  those  who  have  defrayed 
the  expense.  Therefore^  tuoney  l'i>r  passage  is  necessary,  but  is  not  the 
only  want ;  for  if  ])eople  were  set  down  in  America,  and  the  land  before 
Ihem,  they  must  cut  down  trees,  build  houses,  fortify  towtis,  dig  and  sow 
the  land  before  Ihey  can  ^et  in  a  harvest ;  and  till  then,  they  must  be 
provided  with  food,  ami  kept  (ogether,  that  they  may  be  assistant  to 
each  other  for  their  oaiura!  support  and  protection. 

The  Komaiis  esteemeti  the  sending  forth  of  Colonies,  among  their 
noblest  works  ;  they  observcil  that  Rome»  as  she  increased  in  power  and 
empire,  drew  together  such  a  conflitx  of  people  from  all  parts  that  she 
found  herself  over-burdened  with  their  number,  and  the  government 
brought  under  an  incapacity  to  provide  for  them,  or  keep  them  in  order. 
Nccenity.  the  mother  of  invention,  suggesteti  to  them  an  expedient, 
wMoh  «t  once  gave  ease  to  the  capital,  and  increased  the  wealth  and 
number  of  iiulustrious  citiiens,  by  lessening  the  useless  and  unruly  mul- 
titude ;  And  by  planting  them  in  colonies  on  the  frontiers  of  their 
empire,  gave  a  new  strength  to  the  whole  ;  ami  This  they  looked  upon 
10  be  so  considerable  a  service  lo  the  commonwealth,  that  they  created 
peculiar  ot)icers  ^x  the  establishment  of  such  colonies,  and  ibe  expence 
was  defrayed  out  of  llie  |)ublic  treasur>% 
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Fbom  ttul  Charter.  —  His  Majesty  having  taken  into  his  considen- 
tion,  the  nuscnble  circumstances  of  many  of  his  own  poor  subjects, 
ready  to  perish  for  want :  as  likewise  the  distresses  of  many  poor  foreign- 
eis,  who  itoold  take  tefiige  here  from  persecution ;  and  having  a  Princely 
regard  to  the  great  danger  the  southern  frontiers  of  South  Carolina  are 
exposed  to,  by  reason  of  the  small  number  of  white  inhabitants  there, 
hath,  out  of  his  Fatherly  compassion  towards  his  subjects,  been  gft- 
ciousiy  pleased  to  grant  a  charter  for  incorporating  a  number  of  gentle- 
men by  the  name  of  Thr  Trustetsftr  estMUking  tk<  C^^ny  ff  Grt^rgia 
in  AmerLa.  They  are  impowered  to  collect  benefactions;  and  by 
them  out  in  cloathing,  arming,  sending  over,  and  supporting  colonies 
of  the  poor,  whether  subjects  or  foreigners,  in  Georgia.  And  his  Maj- 
esty farther  grants  all  his  lands  between  the  riveri  JSarttnmak  am  J  Ala- 
tamaha^  which  he  erects  into  a  Pro\ince  by  the  name  of  Georgu,  unto 
the  Trustees,  in  trust  for  the  poor,  and  for  the  better  support  of  the 
Colony.  At  the  desire  of  the  Gentlemen,  there  are  clauses  in  the  Char- 
ter, restraining  them  and  their  successors  from  receiving  any  salary,  fice, 
perquisite,  or  profit,  whatsoever,  by  or  fipom  this  undertaking ;  and  also 
from  receiving  any  grant  of  lands  within  the  said  district,  to  themselves, 
or  in  trust  for  them.  There  are  farther  clauses  granting  to  the  Trustees 
proper  powers  for  establishing  and  governing  the  Cofony,  and  liberty 
of  conscience  to  all  who  shall  settle  there. 

Tlie  Trustees  intend  to  rehe%-e  such  unfortunate  persons  as  cannot 
subsist  here,  and  establish  them  in  an  orderly  manner,  so  as  to  form  a 
well  regulated  town.  .\5  Cv  as  tbetr  fund  goes,  tbey  will  defray  the 
charge  of  their  passage  to  Georgia ;  give  them  necessaries,  cattle,  land, 
and  subsistence,  till  such  tiaic  as  they  can  baild  their  houses  and  clear 
some  of  their  land  Tbey  rriy  for  success,  first  on  the  goodness  of 
Providence,  next  on  the  compassionate  disposition  of  the  people  of 
England  ;  and,  they  doubt  not,  tlut  mnch  will  be  spared  from  luxury, 
and  superfluous  expensei^  by  gcneious  tempers,  when  such  an  opportu- 
nity is  offered  tbem  by  the  gvvii^  of  ^^20  to  provide  for  a  man  or 
woman,  or  ;^io  to  a  child  far  ever. 

In  order  to  prevent  the  beneiactioo  given  to  this  purpose,  from  ever 
being  misapplied  ;  and  to  keep  Wf,  as  fitf  as  homan  Precaution  can,  a 
spirit  of  Disinterestedoea^  fhc  TmCees  have  establisbed  the  following 
method :  That,  each  Tti  m  %Mtm  may  know  what  he  has  contributed  is 
safely  lodged,  and  jmilf  aeOHMled  fbr,  all  money  given  will  be  depos- 
ited in  the  Bank  of  Fngfamt ;  aaA  eatfries  made  of  every  benefaction,  in 
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a  book  to  be  kept  for  ihat  purpose  by  the  Trustees  ;  or,  if  concealed, 
the  names  of  those,  by  whose  hands  they  sent  their  money.  There  are 
to  be  annual  accouols  of  all  the  money  received,  and  how  the  same  has 
been  disposed  of,  laid  before  the  Ix>rd  High  Chancellor,  the  Ix>rd  Chief 
Justice  of  the  King's  Bench,  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  the  Lord  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Common  Pleas,  and  the  Lord  Chief  Baron  of  the  Exchequer, 
or  two  of  them,  will  be  transmiUeil  to  every  considerable  Benefiictor. 

By  such  a  Colony,  nwny  families,  who  would  otherwise  starve,  will  be 
provided  for,  and  made  masters  of  houses  and  lands :  the  people  in 
Great  Britain  to  whom  these  necessitous  families  were  a  burthen,  will  be 
relieved  ;  numbers  of  manufacturers  will  be  here  employed,  for  supply- 
ing them  with  clothes,  working  tools,  and  other  necessaries  ;  and  by 
giving  refuge  to  the  distressed  Saltxburghers,  and  other  persecuted 
Protestants,  the  power  of  Britain,  as  a  reward  for  its  hospitality,  will  be 
encreased  by  the  addition  of  so  many  religious  and  industrious  subjects. 

The  Colony  of  Grorgia  lying  about  the  same  tatituile  with  part  of 
Ckitta,  Persia,  PaUstine,  and  the  MmMras,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
when  hereafter  it  shall  be  well-peopled  and  rightly  cultivated,  England 
may  be  supplied  from  thence  with  raw  Silk,  Wine,  Oil,  Dyes,  Drugs, 
and  many  other  malerials  for  manufactures,  which  she  is  obliged  to  pur- 
chase from  Southern  countries.  As  towns  are  established  and  grow 
populous  along  the  rivers  Savannah  and  Alatamaha,  they  will  make 
such  a  barrier  as  will  render  the  southern  frontier  of  the  British  Colonies 
on  the  Continent  of  America,  safe  from  Indian  and  other  enemies. 

Ad  human  affairs  are  so  subject  to  chance,  that  there  in  [is]  no 
answering  for  events  ;  yet  from  reason  and  the  nature  of  things,  it  may 
be  concluded,  that  the  riches  and  also  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  in 
Great  Britain  will  be  increased,  by  importing  at  a  cheap  rate  from  this 
new  Colony,  the  materials  requisite  for  carrying  on  in  Britain  several 
manufactures.  For  our  Manufacturers  will  be  encouraged  to  marry  and 
multiply,  when  they  find  themselves  in  circumstances  to  provide  for 
their  families,  which  must  necessarily  be  the  happy  effect  of  the  increase 
and  cheapness  of  our  materials  of  those  Manufactures,  which  at  present 
we  purchase  with  our  money  from  foreign  countries,  at  dear  rates  ;  and 
also  many  people  will  find  employment  here,  on  account  [of]  such 
farther  demands  by  the  people  of  this  Colony,  for  those  manufactures 
which  are  made  for  the  produce  of  our  own  country  ;  and,  as  has  been 
justly  observed,  the  people  will  always  abound  where  there  is  full  em- 
ployment for  them. 
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Christianitv  will  be  extended  by  the  execution  of  this  design  ;  since, 
the  goo<l  discipline  established  by  the  Society,  will  reform  the  manners 
of  those  miserable  objects,  who  shall  be  by  them  subsisted  ;  and  the 
example  of  a  whole  Colony,  who  shall  behave  in  a  just,  moral,  and 
religious  manner,  will  contribute  greatly  towards  the  conversion  of  the 
Indians,  and  taking  off  the  prejudices  received  from  the  profligate  lives 
of  such  who  have  scarce  any  thing  of  Christianity  but  the  name, 

The  Trustees  in  their  general  meetings,  will  consider  of  the  most 
prudent  methods  for  effectually  establishing  a  regular  Colony  ;  and  that 
it  may  be  done,  is  demonstrable.  Under  what  difficulties,  was  Virginia 
planted?  —  the  coast  and  climate  then  unlcnown  ;  the  Indians  numer- 
ous, and  at  enmity  with  the  first  Planters,  who  were  forced  to  fetch  all 
provisions  from  England  ;  yet  it  is  grown  a  mighty  Province,  and  the 
Revenue  receives  ^^  100,000  for  duties  upon  the  goods  that  they  send 
yearly  home.  Within  this  50  years,  Pennsyh'ania  was  as  much  a  forest 
as  Georgia  in  [is]  now ;  and  in  these  few  years,  by  the  wise  oeconomy 

-of  William  Penn,  and  those  who  assisted  him,  it  now  gives  food  to  So,ooo 
inhabitants,  and  can  boast  of  as  fine  a  City  as  most  in  Europe. 

This  new  Colony  is  more  likely  to  succeed  than  either  of  the  former 
were,  since  Carolina  abounds  with  provisions,  the  climate  is  known,  and 
there  are  men  to  instnict  in  the  seasons  and  nature  of  cultivating  the 

.soil.     There  are  but  few  Indian  families  within  400  miles  ;  and  those,  in 

'  perfect  amity  with  the  English  :  —  Port  Royal  (the  station  of  his  Maj- 
esty's ships)  is  within  30,  and  Chariestown  (a  great  mart)  is  within  120 
miles.  If  the  Colony  is  attacked,  it  may  be  relieved  by  sea,  from  Port 
Royal,  or  the  Bahamas  j  and  the  Militia  of  South  Carolina  is  ready  to 
support  it,  by  land. 

For  the  continuing  the  relief  which  is  now  given,  there  will  be  lands 

[  reserved  in  the  Colony  ;  and  the  benefit  arising  from  them  is  to  go  to 
the  carrying  on  of  the  trust.  So  that,  at  the  same  time,  the  money  by 
being  laid  out  preserves  the  lives  of  the  poor,  and  makes  a  comfortable 
provision  for  those  whose  expenses  are  by  it  defrayed  ;  their  labor  in 
improvmg  their  own  lands,  will  make  the  adjoining  reserved  lands  valu- 

I  »l)le  ;  and  the  rents  of  those  reserved  lands  will  he  a  perpetual  fund  for 
the  relieving  more  poor  people.  So  that  instead  of  laying  out  the  money 
upon  lands,  with  the  income  thereof  to  support  the  poor,  this  is  laying 
out  money  upon  the  poor  ;  and  by  relieving  those  who  are  now  unfortu- 
nate, raises  a  fund  for  the  perpetual  relief  of  those  who  shall  be  so  here- 
after. 
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There  is  an  occasion  now  offered  for  every  one,  to  help  forward  this 
design ;  the  sraallest  benefaction  will  be  received,  and  applied  with  the 
utmost  care  :  — every  little  will  do  something  ;  and  a  great  number  of 
small  benefactions  will  amount  to  a  sura  capable  of  doing  a  great  deal 
of  good. 

If  any  person,  moved  with  the  calamities  of  the  unfortunate,  shall  be 
inclined  to  contribute  towards  their  relief,  they  are  desired  to  pay  their 
benefactions  into  the  Bank  of  England,  on  account  of  the  Trustees  for 
establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  America ;  or  else,  to  any  of  the 
irastees,  who  are,  &c. 

James  [Edward]  Oglethorpe,  A  Brief  Acatunt  of  the  Establishment  of  the 
Colony  of  Georgia ^  in  Force,  Tracts,  etc.  (Washmglon,  1836),  I,  Na  11,4-7. 


40.    The  Coming  of  the  Salzburg  Germans 

(1733/4) 

BV   REVEREND  JOHANN    MARTIN    BOLZIUS 

(Anonymuus  Translation) 

Ik>IiJtti  was  a  Salzburgcr  mmister,  who  came  over  with  the  first  emigration  of 
the  Gennan  Protestants  fleeing  from  the  persecution  of  their  prince  bishop.  —  Bibti- 
ograpby  :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History ^  V,  395-396;  C  C  Jones,  Georgia, 
I,  ch.  xi;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  103. 

Savannah,  Tuesday,  March  12. 

AT  the  Place  of  our  luinding,  altnost  all  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Town 
of  Savannah  were  galher'd  together  ;  they  fired  off  some  Cannons, 
and  cried  Huzzah  !  which  was  answer'd  by  our  Sailors,  and  other  English 
People  in  our  Ship,  in  the  same  manner.  Some  of  us  were  immediately 
fetch 'd  on  Shore  in  a  Boat,  and  carried  about  the  City,  into  the  Woods, 
and  the  new  Garden  belonging  to  the  Trustees.  In  the  mean  time,  a 
very  good  Dinner  was  prepared  for  us :  And  the  Sallzhurgers,  who  had 
yet  fresh  Meat  in  the  Ship,  when  they  came  on  shore,  they  got  very  good 
and  wholesome  En^silish  strong  Beer.  Anti  besides  the  Inhabitants  shew- 
ing them  a  great  deal  of  Kindness,  and  the  Country  pleasing  them,  they 
were  full  of  Joy,  and  praised  God  for  it.  We,  the  Coramissary^  and 
Mr.  Zwefier  the  Physician,  were  lodged  in  the  House  of  the  Reverend 
Mr.  Quincy,  the  English  Minister  here. 
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Wednesday,  March  13. 
Our  Saltzburgers  were  lodged  in  a  Tenl,  pitched  on  purpose  for  them, 
till  Mr.  Oglfihof-pe's  Arrival  from  CharUstmvn,  k  Jnv  invited  our»S?/A- 
burgerSf  and  treated  them  with  a  good  Rice-Soop  for  Break  last.  And 
God  hath  also  moved  the  Hearts  of  several  others  here,  to  be  very  good 
and  hospitable  to  us.  The  Country,  as  the  Inhabitants  say,  is  very  fruit- 
ful;  and  the  Land  chose  by  us,  which  is  about  21  English  Miles  from 
hence,  is  still  better.     All  that  is  sowed,  grows  in  a  short  Time, 

Thursday,  March  14. 
Last  Night  we  Prayed  on  shore  for  the  first  time,  in  the  Eng/ish 
Chapel,  made  of  Boards,  and  used  for  divine  Worship,  till  a  Church  can 
be  built ;  the  Use  of  which  is  allowed  us,  during  our  Stay  here.  The 
Inhabitants  join  with  us,  and  shew  much  Devotion.  The  Jeuts  likewise, 
of  which  there  are  12  Families  here,  come  to  Church,  and  seem  to  be 
very  devout :  They  understand  the  German  Tongue,  Though  the 
Chapel  is  but  of  Boards,  it  is  very  convenient,  and  pleases  the  Saitt- 

^     •  •  ■  •  Friday,  March  15. 

This  Day  Mr.  OgUthorpc  arrived  here,  and  received  om  Saltzhurgtrs  and 
us  in  a  very  friendly  manner ;  and  we  dined  with  him.  He  will  speedily 
give  Orders  that  our  People  shall  go  to  the  Place  intended  for  their  Settle- 
ment. He  being  very  soilicitous  that  these  poor  Indians  should  be  brought 
to  the  Knowledge  of  God,  has  desired  us  to  learn  their  language  ;  and 
we,  with  the  Blessing  of  God,  will  joyfully  undertake  the  Task.  .   .  . 

Our  Saltsburgers  have  often  been  admonished  very  earnestly  to  ab- 
stain from  drinking  a  certain  intoxicating  Liquor  like  Brandy,  called 
Hum  ;  which  is  made  of  Molosses,  in  the  Islands  of  the  West-Indies,  &c. 
because  this  Liquor  hath  occasion 'd  the  Death  of  many  People.  Some 
good  Persons,  who  lately  visited  our  Sa/tzi>urgers,  are  much  pleased  with 
their  Devotion,  and  with  the  whole  of  their  Behaviour;  and  on  that 
Account,  prophesy  much  Good  to  the  Country.  .  . 

Tuesday.  March  19. 
Mr.  OgUthorpe  went  last  Friday  with  the  Commissary,  Mr,  Zwefter^ 
Mr.  Gronau,  and  a  Saltzburger,  to  the  Place  where  we  are  to  hve  with 
our  Saltthurgers,  in  order  to  shew  them  the  Ground  where  they  are  to 
build  their  Houses.  This  Day  the  Commissary  and  Mr.  Zwefler  returned 
back,  and  informed  us  much  of  the  Goodness  and  Fertihty  of  the  Ground, 
as  also  of  the  Goodness  of  the  Indians.  .  .  . 
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Wednesday,  March  20. 
.  .  .  The  Saltzburgers  have  (as  the  other  Settlers  in  Georgia)  received 
a  Gift  from  the  'rrustees,  of  Arms,  Houshold  Goods,  and  working  Tools, 
vi%.  Kettles,  Pots,  Dishes,  Saws,  Axes,  Shovels,  <5'c.  .  .  . 

Tuesday,  March  26. 
It  is  a  great  Pleasure  to  us,  that  Mr.  Oglethorpe  approved  of  our  call- 
ing the  River,  and  the  Place  where  our  Houses  are  to  be  built,  Ebenezer  ; 
1  Sam.  vii.  12.  Then  Samuel  took  a  Stone,  and  set  it  between  Afispeh 
and  Shen,  and  called  the  Name  of  it  Ebenezer;  sayings  Hiiherto  hath  the 
Lord  helped  m.  Which  Denomination  is  already  known  among  the 
People  that  live  hereabout.  This  Word  hath  at  our  Arrival  here,  and 
when  we  were  yet  on  board  the  Ship,  made  us  joyful  to  the  Praise 
of  God,  and  will  do  it  for  the  future  as  often  as  we  name  the  Name 
of  our  Town  or  River,  or  hear  it  named.  .  .  . 

Saturday,  March  30. 

As,  by  the  Help  of  God,  we  are  now  at  more  Ease,  and  in  better 
Order,  we  can  lake  more  Care  of  the  Education  of  the  Children ;  who 
come  daily  several  times  to  our  Room,  where  they  are  taught  proper 
Texts  out  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  and  are  Catechized.  At  Prayers,  all 
is  repeated  in  the  Presence  of  the  grown  People,  whereby  they  are  edi- 
fied ;  as  well  as  by  the  Catechism,  and  Texts  of  the  Holy  Scripture,  that 
are  explained  unto  them.  As  soon  as  we  come  to  our  Ebeneser,  we 
shall  also  begin  to  teach  them  Reading  and  Writing. 

An  Extract  of  the  fournah  of  Mr.  Commissary  Von  Reck  .  .  .  and  of  tAi 
Reverend  Mr.  Bolxius  (London,  t734)t  yi-^o  passim. 


41.    A  New  England  Man  in  Georgia  (1735) 

BY   REVEREND   SAMUEL    QUINCV 

Quinqr  was  a  resident  minister  in  Georgia,  whose  services  were  not  acceptable  to 
the  Georgia  trustees.  He  was  succeeded  by  John  Wesley.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor, 
Xarrative  and  Critical  Hitlory,  V,  392-406;  Cbanning  and  Hart,  GuiJt,  §  103. 

Stit-attnah,  Oct.  23,  1735. 

YOURS  by  Mr.  Foster,  together  with  a  kiml  present,  came  to  hand, 
for  which  I  return  you  ami  my  good  cousin  a  great  many  thanks. 
We  are  in  daily  expectation  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Oglethorpe,  who  comes 
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ovrr  to  over-see  the  building  of  forts  on  our  frontiers,  pursuant  to  the 
king's  orders.     Affairs  here  are  but  in  an  ill  situation,  through  the  dis- 
couragements attending  the  settlement,  which  have  rendered  some  of 
the  better  sort  of  people  very  discontented,  and  if  the  trustee,  who 
comes  over,  docs  not  remove  them,  I  believe  many  will  leave  the  place. 
The  magistrate,  to  whom  the  government  of  the  colony  was  left,  proves 
a   most    insolent  and  tjTannical  fellow.     Several   just  comi)binis  have 
been  sent  home  against  him,  which  do  not  meet  with  a  proper  regard, 
and  this  has  made  people  very  uneasie.     Indeed  it  has  a  very  ill  aspect ; 
for  it  looks  as  if  they  designed  to  establish  arbitrary  government,  and 
reduce  the  people  to  a  condition  Httle  better  than  that  of  slavery.    There 
are  some  thmgs  likewise  in  liieir  very  constitution,  which  looks  this  way  ; 
the  tenure  by  which  they  hold  their  land  subjects  them  to  a  kind  of 
vassalage,  not  consistent  with  a  free  people.     In  short,  Georgia,  which 
was  seemingly  intended  to  be  the  asylum  of  the  distressed,  unless  things 
are  greatly  altered,  is  Ukeiy  to  be  itself  a  mere  scene  of  distress.     Some 
of  the  people,  to  support  their  extravagance,  and  others  out  of  real 
necessity,  have  run  themselves    miserably  in    debt  ;    the  store-keepers 
having  given  them  credit  in  hopes  of  possessing    themselves  of  their 
houses,  and  even  their  persons,  by  obliging  them  to  be  their  servants  ; 
and  if  the  trustees  do  not  disconcert  these  designs,  great  numbers  must 
be  unavoidably  ruined ;  though  to  do  this  must  needs  ruin  the  BtOTC- 
keepers,  for  they  are  most  of  them  deeply  indebted  to  their  merchants 
in  Carolina .     Bui  I  think  indeed  they  deserve  no  pity,  because  their 
designs  appear  to  have  been  rapacious  and  dishonest.     This  is  our  pres- 
ent condition,  and  the  small  improvements  that  are  made  on  lands,  gives 
OS  a  very  indifferent  future  prospect.     Notwithstanding  the  place  has 
been  settled  nigh  three  years,  I  believe  I  may  venture  to  say  there  is 
not  one  family,  which  can  subsist  without  farther  assistance,  and  most 
would  starve  if  they  had  not  dependence  on  the  trustees  ;  but  the  trus- 
tees have  raisetl  ver}'  large  assistiince  to  carry  it  on,  and  will  no  doubt 
do  their  utmost  to  support  it,  and  therefore  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it 
may  m  lime  come  to  something,  though  on  the  present  footing  things 
are  esublished,  it  will  never  be  a  desirable  place,  and  therefore  none 
will  choose  to  settle  in  it  who  can  remove  elsewhere,  tinleas  it  be  some 
who  are  particularly  favoured  by  the  trustees.  .  .  . 

MasMchusetts  Historical  Society,  CoUectitms,  Second  Series  (Boston,  1814), 
—  II,  18S-I89.  ^ 
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42.    The  Question  of  Slavery  in  Georgia  (1738- 

1739) 

BY  FREEHOLDERS  AND  THE  GEORGIA  TRUSTEES 

The  trustees  for  Georgia  had  forbidden  the  use  of  slaves  in  the  colony,  and  for 
years  the  matter  was  a  txtae  of  contention  between  the  majority  of  the  colonists  and 
the  trustees. —  Bibliography  :  Winsor,  Xarratir't  and  Critical  Hiitory,  V,  392—404: 
C  C,  Jones.  Ceorgia,  1,  cb.  vi;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guidt,  $  103.  —  On  the  general 
question  of  slavery,  see  below,  ch.  xvi. 

A.      PROTEST   OF   THE    SETTLERS 

To  the  Honourabk  the  Trustees  for  Establishing  the  Colony  of  Geoipa 

in  America. 

May  it  please  Your  Honours; 

WE  whose  Naines  are  under-written,  being  all  Settlers,  Free-holders 
and  Inhabitants  in  the  Prov-ince  of  Georgia,  and  being  sensible 
of  the  great  Pains  and  Care  exerted  by  You  in  Endeavouring  to  settle 
this  Colony,  since  it  has  been  ynder  Your  Protection  and  Management ; 
Do  unanimously  join  to  lay  before  You,  wiih  the  utmost  Regret,  the  fol- 
lowing Particulars.  .  .  .  The  Land  .  -  .  not  being  capable  to  maintain 
the  Settlers  here,  they  must  unavoidably  have  recourse  to  and  depend 
upon  Trade :  But  to  our  woful  Experience  likewise,  the  same  Causes 
that  prevented  the  first,  obstruct  the  latter;  for  tho'  the  Situation  of 
this  Place  is  exceeding  well  adapted  for  IVade,  and  if  it  was  encouraged, 
might  be  much  more  improved  by  the  Inhabitants ;  yet  the  Difficulties 
and  Restrictions,  which  we  hitherto  have  and  at  present  do  labour  under, 
debar  us  of  that  Advantage  :  Timber  is  the  only  Thing  we  have  here 
which  we  might  export,  and  notwithstanding  we  are  obliged  to  fall  it  in 
Planting  our  Land  ;  yet  we  cannot  manufacture  it  for  a  Foreign  Market 
but  at  double  the  Expence  of  other  Colonies ;  as  for  Instance,  the 
Rix^er  of  MaVy  which  is  but  twenty  Miles  from  us,  with  the  Allowance  of 
Negroes,  load  Vessels  with  that  Commodity  at  one  Half  of  the  Price 
that  we  can  do ;  and  what  should  induce  Persons  to  bring  Ships  here, 
when  they  can  be  loaded  with  one  H.ilf  of  the  Expence  so  near  us ; 
therefore  the  Timber  on  the  Land  is  only  a  continual  Charge  to  the 
Possessors  of  it,  tho'  of  very  great  Advantage  in  all  the  Northern  Colo- 
nies, where  Negroes  are  allowed,  and  consequently  labour  cheap.  We 
do  not  in  the  least  doubt  but  that  in  Time  Silk  and  IVine  may  be  pro- 
duced here,  especially  the  former ;  but  since  the  Cultivation  of  Land 
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with  white  Servants  only,  cannot  raise  Provisions  for  our  Famities  as 
before  mentioned,  therefore  it  is  likewise  impossible  lo  carry  on  these 
Manufactures  according  to  the  present  Constitution.  It  is  ver)'  well 
known,  that  Carolina  can  raise  every  thing  that  this  Colony  can  ;  and 
they  having  their  Labour  so  much  cheaper  will  always  ruin  our  Market, 
unless  we  are  in  some  Measure  on  a  Footing  with  tliem  ;  and  as  in  both, 
the  I^nd  is  worn  out  in  four  or  five  Years,  and  then  fit  for  Nothing  but 
Pasture  ;  we  must  l>e  always  at  a  great  deal  more  Expence  than  they  in 
Clearing  new  Land  for  Planting.  .  .  . 

But  we  for  our  Parts  have  intirely  relied  on  and  confided  in  Your 
good  Intentions,  believing  You  would  redress  any  Grievances  that  should 
appear  ;  and  now  by  our  long  Experience,  from  Industry  and  continual 
Application  to  Improvement  of  Land  here,^  do  find  \|  impossible  to  pur- 
sue It,  or  even  to  subsist  ourselves  any  longer,  according  lo  the  present 
Nature  of  the  Constitution  ;  and  likewise  believing  You  will  agree  to 
those  Measures  that  are  found  from  Experience  capable  to  make  this 
Colony  succeed,  and  to  promote  which  we  have  consumed  our  Money, 
Time  and  Labour  ;  we  do,  from  a  sincere  Regard  lo  its  Welfare,  and  in 
Duty  both  to  You  and  ourselves,  beg  Leave  to  lay  before  Your  imme- 
diate Consideration,  the  Two  following  chief  Causes  of  these  our  pres- 
ent Misfortunes  and  this  deplorable  State  of  the  Colony,  and  which,  we 
are  certain,  if  granted,  would  be  an  infallible  Remedy  for  both. 

ist,  The  Want  of  a  free  Title  or  Fee-simple,  to  our  I>ands ;  which  if 
granted,  voald  both  induce  great  Numbers  of  new  Settlers  to  come 
amongst  us,  and  likewise  encourage  those  who  remain  here  chearfully  to 
proceed  in  making  further  Improvements,  as  well  to  retrieve  their  sunk 
Fortunes  as  to  make  Provisions  for  their  Posterity. 

2d,  The  Want  of  the  Use  of  Negroes,  with  proper  Limitations ;  which 
if  granted,  would  both  occasion  great  Numbers  of  white  People  to  come 
here,  and  also  render  us  capable  to  subsist  ourselves,  by  raising  Provi- 
sions upon  our  Lands,  until  we  could  make  some  Produce  fit  for  Export, 
in  some  Measure  to  Ballance  our  Importation.  We  are  very  sensible 
of  the  Inconveniencies  and  Mischiefs  that  have  already,  and  do  daily 
arise  frxjin  an  unlimited  Use  of  Negroes;  but  we  are  as  sensible,  that 
these  may  be  prevented  by  a  due  Limitation,  such  as  so  many  to  each 
white  Man,  or  so  many  to  such  a  Quantity  of  Land,  or  in  any  other 
Manner  which  Your  Honours  shall  think  most  proper. 

By  granting  us.  Gentlemen,  these  Two  Particulars,  and  such  other 
Pri\rileges  as  His  Majesty's  most  dutiful  Subjects  in  America  enjoy,  You 
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will  Doi  only  prevent  our  impending  Ruin,  but,  we  are  fully  satisfied, 
also  ^-ill  soon  make  this  the  most  flourishing  Colony  possess'd  by  His 
Majesty  in  Amfrica^  and  Vour  Memories  will  be  perpttuated  to  all  future 
Ages,  our  latest  Posterity  sounding  Your  Praises,  as  their/>j/  Founders, 
Patrons  and  Guardians ;  but  if,  by  denying  us  these  Privileges,  wc  our- 
selves and  Families  are  not  only  ruin'd,  but  even  our  Posterity  likewise  ; 
You  will  always  be  mentioned  as  the  Cause  and  Authors  of  aU  their 
Misfortunes  and  Calamities ;  which  wc  hof)e  will  never  happen. 
We  are^ 

with  all  due  Respect, 
Sjvmnnah,  Your  Honours  most  dutiful 

9rt  December,  1 738.  and  obedient  Servants,  .  , 


B.      AJfSWER    OF   THE   TRUSTEES 

To  the  Magistrates  of  the  Town  <?/"  Savannah,  in  the  Frovinee  </ Georgia. 

THE  Trustess  for  establishing  the  Colony  of  Georgia  in  America^ 
have  received  by  the  Hands  of  Mr.  Benjamin  Ball  of  London^ 
Merchant,  an  attested  Copy  of  a  Representation,  signed  by  You  the 
Magistrates,  and  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Savannah,  on  the  gth  of 
December  last,  for  altering  the  Tenure  of  the  Lands,  and  introducing 
Negroes  into  the  Province,  transmitted  from  thence  by  Mr.  Robert 
Williams. 

The  Trustees  arc  not  surpriz^  to  find  unwary  People  drawn  in  by 
crafty  Men,  to  join  in  a  Design  of  ejctorting  by  Clamour  from  the 
Trustees  an  Alteration  in  the  Fundamental  Laws,  framed  for  the  Pres- 
ervation of  the  People,  from  those  very  Designs. 

But  the  Trustees  cannot  but  express  their  .Astonishment,  that  You  the 
Magistrates,  appointed  by  them  to  be  Guanlians  of  the  People,  by  put- 
ting those  Laws  in  Exeaition,  should  so  far  forget  your  Duty,  as  to  put 
Yourselves  at  the  Head  of  this  Attempt. 

However  they  direct  You  to  give  the  Complainants  this  Answer  from 
the  Trustees,  That  they  should  deem  themselves  very  unfit  for  the  Trust 
reposed  in  them  by  His  Majesty  on  their  Behalf,  if  they  could  be  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  such  an  irrational  .\ttempt,  to  give  up  a  Constitution, 
framed  with  the  greatest  Caution  for  the  Preser\'ation  of  Liticrty  and 
Property  ;  and  of  which  the  La\»«  against  the  Use  of  Slaves,  and  for  the 
Entail  of  Lands,  are  the  surest  Foundations. 

And  the  Trustees  arc  the  more  confirmed  in  their  opinion  of  the 
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Unreasonableness  of  this  Demand,  that  they  have  received  Petitions 
from  the  Darien,  and  other  Parts  of  the  Province,  representing  the  In* 
convenience  and  Danger,  which  must  arise  to  the  good  People  of  the 
Province  from  the  Introduction  of  Negroes.  And  as  the  Trustees  them- 
selves are  fully  convinced,  that  besides  the  Hazard  attending  that  Jntro- 
ductioHy  it  would  destroy  all  Industry  among  the  white  Inhabitants  \  and 
that  by  giving  them  a  Power  to  alien  their  Lands,  the  Colony  would 
soon  be  too  like  its  Neighbours,  void  of  white  Inhabitants,  filled  with 
Blacks,  and  reduced  to  be  the  precarious  Property  of  a  Few,  equally 
exposed  to  Domeslick  Treachery,  and  Foreign  Invasion  ;  and  therefore 
the  Trustees  cannot  be  supposed  to  be  in  any  Disposition  of  granting 
this  Request ;  and  if  they  have  not  before  this  signified  their  Dislike  of 
it,  this  Delay  is  to  be  imptited  to  no  other  Motives,  but  the  Hopes  they 
had  conceived,  that  Time  and  Experience  would  bring  the  Complainants 
lo  a  better  Mind  :  And  the  Trustees  readily  join  Issue  with  them  in 
their  Appeal  to  Posterity,  who  shall  judge  between  them,  who  were 
their  best  Friends ;  Thosi^  who  endeavoured  to  preserve  for  them  a 
Property  in  their  Lands,  by  tying  up  the  Hands  of  their  unthrifty  Pro- 
genitors; or  They,  who  wanted  a  Power  to  mortgage  or  alien  them: 
Who  were  the  best  Friends  to  the  Colony,  Those  who  with  great  labour 
and  Cost  had  endeavoured  to  form  a  Colony  of  His  Majesty's  Subjects, 
and  persecuted  Proksiants  from  other  Parts  of  Europe,  had  placed 
thcra  on  a  fruitful  Soil,  and  strove  to  secure  them  in  their  Possessions, 
by  those  Arts  which  naturally  tend  to  keep  the  Colony  full  of  useful  and 
industrious  People,  capable  both  to  cultivate  and  defend  it ;  or  Those, 
who,  to  gratify  the  greedy  and  ambitious  Views  of  a  few  Negroe  Mer- 
chants, would  put  it  into  their  Power  to  become  sole  Owners  of  the 
Province,  by  introducing  their  baneful  Commodity  ;  which,  it  is  well 
known  by  sad  Experience,  has  brought  our  Neighbour  Colonies  to  the 
Brink  of  Ruin,  by  driving  out  their  white  Inhabitants,  who  were  their 
Glory  and  Strength,  to  make  room  for  Black,  who  are  now  become  the 
Terror  of  their  unadvised  Masters. 

Signed  hy  Order  0/  f he  Tntsfees, 
this  20th  Day  f/June,  1739. 

Benj.  Martyn,  Secretary. 

Pat  [rick]  Tailfer  and  others,  A  True  and  Historkal  Marrattife  of  the  Colony 
of  Gaorgia,  in  America  (Charles  Town,  1741)  :  reprinted  in  Force,  Tracts^ 
etc  (Washington,  1836),  I,  No.  iv.  37-53 /</jj*//«. 
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43.     Mr.  Whitcfield*s  Orphan-House  (1739/40) 

BY    SECRETARY    COLONEL    WILLIAM    STEPHENS 

Stephens  was  rcuklent  Sfcrclary  in  LicorKia  for  the  trustees,  and  later  president 
of  the  colony.  His  journal  is  uf  grtat  valuf  on  account  i>f  its  accuracy  and  minute- 
ncM.  —  lUbliugrapliy :  Winsor*  Xarra/ivf  iinJ  Crifital  History,  V,  J92-406;  C.C 
Jones,  iitorgia^  I,  400-419;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  %  103.  —  Sec  below,  No.  too. 

r^RIDA  Y [January  1 1  ].  Towards  Ntion  arrived  Mr.  W'hiljifld^  accom- 
■*■  panied  by  three  or  four  in  his  Travels  ;  and  it  luckily  happening, 
that  Mr.  Nonis  arrived  V'esterday  from  the  South,  it  was  (Quickly  seen  with 
what  Temper  they  met:  When,  ta  the  I>isappoinimetu  of  some  People, 
who  are  plcaseii  best  with  Contention,  upon  Mr.  IVhitJidtVs  shewing  the 
Authority  he  brought  with  him,  Mr.  Norris,  without  the  least  Kmotiori, 
told  him,  that  he  should  by  no  Means  enter  into  any  Disputes  to  disturb 
the  Peace  of  the  Church  ;  nor  had  he  ever  wrote  once  to  the  Trustees 
concerning  it,  from  the  first  Notice  he  had  of  what  was  in  Agitation  ; 
wherefore  it  was  far  from  his  Intention  to  enter  into  any  Controversy 
with  him  ;  but  on  the  contrary  ileclared,  that  his  Ministr)'  at  Sitvannah 
ceased  from  that  Instant,  declining  to  officiate  at  Evening  Prayer  this 
Night,  but  left  it  to  Mr.  WhitJitU  to  take  Possession  of  the  Church 
immetliately  ;  who  accordingly  diil  so,  when  a  greater  Congregation  than 
usual  most  Days  were  met,  many  (I  fear)  more  out  of  Curiosity  than 
Devotion.  He  delivered  to  me  in  the  .\ftenioon  a  Letter  from  Mr. 
Afartyn,  Secretary  to  the  Trust,  dated  June  i,  relating  to  the  Land  ap- 
pointed for  his  Use,  and  whereon  to  set  the  Orphan- House,  ct*c.  which 
after  1  had  read,  he  also  did  ;  and  I  told  him  I  wouM  not  be  wanting 
in  any  Thing  on  my  Part  to  promote  what  the  Trust  appointed,  and  to 
give  hira  what  Assistance  I  could  ;  but  as  to  the  five  hundred  .Acres, 
Mr.  Hahnham,  without  conferring  with  me  upon  it,  when  the  General 
was  here,  applied  himself  to  him.  who  approved  of  the  Place  he  had 
inade  Choice  of,  ordered  it  to  be  run  out,  and  then  signed  a  Warrant, 
which  he  directed  me  to  give  the  Constable,  empowering  hira  to  give 
Possession  of  it  to  Mr.  Hahersham  ;  which  was  done  accordingly  in 
some  short  Time  after :  .And  that  Mr.  Habtrsham  had  already  began 
fencing  and  clearing  upon  it.  .After  his  reading  the  Letter  from  Mr. 
MartyHy  he  desired  me  to  let  hira  take  a  Copy  of  it ;  which  I  would  not 
refuse  him. 

Saturday.  Mr.  WkilfieU  lost  no  Time  in  setting  forward  the  Work 
which  he  professed  to  have  much  at  Heart,  about  an  Orphan- H< 
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and  rode  out  to  view  the  Land  which  Mr,  J/abftsham  had  taken  Care 
to  provide  against  his  coming,  consisting  of  five  hundred  Acres,  that  he 
had  taken  Possession  of  in  his  own  Name ;  where  Mr.  IVhitJieU  gave 
such  Orders  and  l^irections  as  he  thought  proper.  .  .  . 

Sunday.  Mr.  VVhitfirliV^  Name,  which  of  late  had  made  so  much 
Noise  in  England,  could  not  fail  drawing  all  Sorts  of  People  to  Church, 
who  professed  Christvanityj  to  hear  what  Doctrine  it  was  that  he  preached  : 
When  both  in  the  Morning  and  Afternoon,  he  made  our  Justification  by 
Faith  only,  the  Subject  of  his  Discourse ;  taking  those  Words  in  St. 
Matthiw  for  his  Text,  *•  What  think  you  of  Christ?  "  Which  he  pressed 
home  with  great  Energy,  denouncing  Anathema's  on  all  such  as  taught 
othenvise.  .  .  . 

Tuesday.  What  I  thought  most  worth  present  Observation,  arose 
from  the  extraordinary  Preparations  making  to  build  the  Orphan-House, 
^c.  wherein  Mr.  IVhitJifld  indeed  shewed  himself  much  in  earnest ;  and 
it  may  be  presumed,  he  expected  it  would  be  finished  in  few  Months ; 
in  order  to  which,  there  was  hardly  one  Sawyer  of  any  Value  in  Town, 
but  all  hired,  and  engaged  by  him  to  go  over  and  work,  where  he  meant 
to  erect  that  Building :  Most  of  our  Carpenters,  Bricklayers,  cfi.  were 
likewise  engaged  by  him,  and  a  great  Quantity  of  Scantling  Timber, 
ready  sawn,  was  coming  (as  I  heard)  for  the  more  Expedition,  from 
North-Carolina.  The  House  that  Mr.  Bradley  had  lived  vc\,  being 
empty,  Mr.  Jones  complimented  the  first  Comers  with  the  Use  of,  for 
the  present;  and  Mr.  Whitfield  chose,  upon  his  Arrival,  to  carry  those 
Friends  that  came  with  him  thither  also,  as  well  as  to  be  with  them 
himself^  leaving  Mr.  Norris  in  Possession  of  the  Parsonage- House 
(which  could  not  hold  more  than  two  or  three)  till  he  could  conven- 
iently move  what  he  had  there,  and  carry  it  with  him  to  Frederica:  But 
the  great  House  not  being  finished  within,  and  incommodious  on  many 
.Accounts,  especially  by  letting  the  Rain  come  through  the  Roof^  which 
was  flat ;  Mr.  Whitfield  agreed  with  David  Douglass  for  the  Use  of  his 
House  ( much  the  largest  of  any  private  Lot  in  Town)  at  the  Rent  of 
20/.  Sterling  for  half  a  Year  only,  .  .  . 

Sunday.  Mr.  Whitfield  did  the  Duties  of  the  r>ay,  with  more  than 
ordinary  Diligence,  by  reading  Prayers  at  Seven  in  the  Morning  ;  at  Ten 
again,  with  a  Sermon  after  it ;  at  Three  again,  the  same  as  at  Ten  ;  and 
a  Lecture  at  Seven  in  the  Evening ;  besicies  the  Sacrament,  which  he 
admin istred  to  betwixt  thirty  and  forty  People  after  the  second  Morn- 
ing Service  :    His  Sermons  both  before  Noon  and  after,  in  the  same 
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Manner  as  on  Sunday  last,  were  wholly  on  the  Doctrine  of  Justification 
and  Regeneration  ;  which  we  hoped  would  ere  long  be  followed  by  an 
Exhortation  to  the  Practice  of  all  Christian  Duties,  that  so  our  Faith 
might  l)C  shewn  by  our  Works ;  otherwise  a  dry  and  inactive  Faith,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  might  prove  a  dangerous  State.  .  .  . 

\\illi;im  Stephens,  A  Journal  0/  the  Proceedings  in  Georgia  (London,  1742), 
n,  243-254 /fu^iw. 


44.    Need  of  Relieving  Georgia  (1749) 

BY    EDMUND   BURKE  (l757) 

Burke  was  «  well-known  Enfjiish  orator  and  statesman,  who  later  sided  with  the 
colonirs  in  their  complaints  of  the  home  govertimenl.  He  is  responsible  for  the 
book  from  which  this  c.xtrftct  is  tnken,  though  it  was  probably  prepared  by  an  un- 
known huck-writer. —  Uibliugraphy :  Winsor,  Xarrative  and  Critu<il  History,  \', 
eh.  vi :  Chahnthg  and  Hart,  Gutdf,  §  103. 

ALL  these,  and  several  other  tnconveniencies  in  ihe  plan  of  the 
selilemenl,  raised  a  general  discontent  in  the  inhabitants;  they 
quarrelled  with  one  another,  and  with  their  magistrates ;  they  com- 
plained ;  they  remonstrated ;  and  finding  no  satisfaction,  many  of  them 
fled  out  of  Georgia,  and  dispersed  themselves  where  they  deemed  the 
encouragement  better,  to  all  the  other  colonies.  So  that  of  above  two 
thousand  people,  who  had  transported  themselves  from  Europe,  in  a 
little  time  not  above  six  or  seven  hundred  were  to  be  found  in  Georgia ; 
so  far  were  they  fr\im  increasing.  The  mischief  grew  worse  and  worse 
every  day,  until  the  government  re%*oked  the  grant  to  the  trustees,  took 
the  province  into  their  own  hands,  and  annulleil  all  the  particular  regu- 
lations that  were  made.  It  was  then  left  exactly  on  the  same  footing 
with  C^arolina. 

Though  this  step  has  probably  saN-ed  the  colony  from  entire  ruin,  yet 
it  was  not  perhaps  so  well  done  to  neglect  entirely  the  first  views  upon 
which  it  was  settled,  l^ese  were  undoubtedly  judicious ;  and  if  the 
methods  taken  to  compass  them  were  not  so  well  directed,  it  was  no 
Mgnment  against  the  designs  themselves,  but  a  reason  for  some  change 
in  the  instruments  designed  to  put  them  in  execution.  Certainly  nothing 
wants  a  regulation  more,  than  the  dangerous  inequality  in  the  nnmber 
of  negroes  and  whites  in  such  of  our  provinces  wikere  the  focncr  are 
used.     South  Carolina,  in  spite  of  its  great  weahh,  is  really  in  a  more 
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ooDdilioii,  than  a  knot  of  poor  townships  on  the  (tontien 
New  Fnglami  la  Georgia,  the  first  error  of  al)soIutely  prohibiting  1 
use  of  negroes,  might  be  tamed  to  very  good  account ;  tor  they 
would  have  received  the  pennission  to  employ  them  tinder  what  qualifi* 
cations  soercr,  not  as  a  restriction,  bui  as  a  favour  and  indulgence  ;  and 
by  execmiiig  whatever  regulations  we  should  make  in  this  point  with 
strictness,  by  degrees  we  might  see  a  province  fit  to  answer  all  the  emU 
of  defence  and  traffic  too ;  whereas  we  have  let  them  use  such  a  latitude 
in  that  affair,  which  we  were  so  earnest  to  prevent,  that  Georgia  instead 
of  being  any  defence  to  Carolina,  does  actually  stand  in  need  of  a 
considerable  force  to  defend  itself. 

As  for  the  scheme  of  vines  and  silk,  we  were  extremely  eager  in  this 
respect  in  the  beginning  ;  and  ver>'  supine  ever  since.  At  that  time 
such  a  design  was  clearly  impracticable  ;  because  a  few  people  seatetl 
in  a  wild  country  must  first  provide  every  thing  for  the  supf>ort  of  life, 
by  raising  of  com  and  breeding  of  cattle,  before  they  can  think  of  manu- 
factures of  any  kind  ;  and  they  must  grow  nun^erous  enough  to  spare  a  , 
number  of  hands  from  that  most  necessary  employment,  iK-furc  they  lan 
send  such  things  in  any  degree  of  cheapness  or  plenty  to  a  giK>d  market. 
But  now  there  is  little  said  of  either  of  these  articles,  though  the  province 
is  longer  settled  and  grown  more  populous.  But  the  nusfortime  is,  that 
though  no  people  upon  earth  originally  conceive  thmgs  better  than  the 
English  do,  they  want  the  unremitting  perseverance  which  is  nc<  rssary 
to  bring  designs  of  consequence  to  perfection.  We  arc  apt  suiklcnly  to 
change  our  measures  upon  any  failure ;  without  sutticicntly  considering 
whether  the  failure  has  been  owing  to  a  (auU  in  the  scheme  itself;  thi* 
does  not  arise  from  any  defect  peculiar  to  our  people,  for  it  is  the  fault 
of  mankind  in  general,  if  left  to  themselves.  What  is  done  by  us  is 
generally  done  by  the  spirit  of  the  peo|)Ie  ;  as  far  as  that  can  go  wc 
advance,  but  no  farther.  We  want  poliiicul  regulations,  and  a  steady 
plan  in  government,  to  remedy  the  defects  that  must  be  in  all  things, 
which  depend  merely  on  the  character  and  dispi)sition  of  the  people. 

At  present  Georgia  is  beginning  to  emer^^'e,  though  slowly,  out  of  the 
difficulties  that  attended  its  first  establishment.  It  is  still  hut  imlifTerently 
peopled,  though  it  is  now  twenty-six  years  since  its  first  setllenjent.  Not 
one  of  our  colonies  was  of  so  slow  a  growth,  though  none  had  so  much 
of  the  attention  of  the  government,  or  of  the  people  in  general,  or  raised 

great  expectations  in  the  beginning.     They  exp(»rt  st)me  com  and 
to  the  West- Indies;  Ihey  raise  some  rice,  and  of  late  are  going 
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with  success  into  indigo.  It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  in  time,  when 
their  internal  divisions  are  a  little  l)etter  composed,  the  remaining  errors 
in  the  government  corrected,  and  the  people  begin  to  multiply,  that  they 
will  become  a  usefiil  province. 

Georgia  has  two  towns  already  known  in  trade  ;  Savannah  the  capital, 
which  stands  ver>-  well  for  business  about  ten  miles  form  [from]  the  sea, 
upon  a  noble  river  of  the  same  name,  which  is  navigable  two  hundred 
miles  farther  for  large  boats,  to  the  second  town,  called  .Augusta  ;  this 
stands  upon  a  spot  of  ground  of  the  greatest  fertility ,  and  is  so  comrao- 
dioosly  sitiiated  for  the  Indian  trade,  that  from  the  first  establishment 
of  the  colony  it  has  been  in  a  very  flourishing  condition,  and  maintained 
very  early  six  hundred  whites  in  that  trade  alone.  The  Indian  nations 
on  their  borders  are  the  upper  and  lower  Creeks,  the  Chickesaws,  and 
the  Cherokees  ;  who  are  some  of  the  most  numerous  and  powerful  tribes 
in  America.  The  trade  of  skins  with  this  people  is  the  largest  we  have, 
it  takes  in  that  of  Georgia,  the  two  Carolinas  and  Virginia.  We  deal 
with  them  somewhat  in  fiirs  likewise,  but  they  are  of  an  inferior  sort. 
All  species  of  animals,  that  bear  the  fur,  by  a  wise  providence  have  it 
more  thick,  and  of  a  softer  and  finer  kind  as  you  go  to  the  northward  ; 
the  greater  the  cold,  the  better  they  are  clad. 

[Edmund   Burke].  Am  Accouttt  of  tJkt  Ettrvftam  SHtUmtmts  in  America 
(LoodoD,  1760),  My  269-273. 


PART    III 
COLONIAL    GOVERNMENT 


CHAPTER  VII  — PRINCIPLES   OF   ENGLISH 
CONTROL 

45.    Extracts  from  a  Navigation  Act  (1695/6) 

BY  THE  PARLIAMENT  OF  ENGLAND 

Th»  is  one  of  a  series  of  statutes  regulating  colonial  trade.  See  below,  Nos.  87, 146. 
—  Bibliography :  Winsor,  Narrattfe  and  Critical  History^  VI,  62-65 ;  Channing 
and  Hart.  Guide^  %\  133,  147;    CoiUemporariej,  I,  185,  340,  462. 

N  Act  for  preventing  Frauds  and  regulating  Abuses  in  the  Planta- 
tion Trade. 
[L]  .  .  .  That  after  the  Five  and  twentieth  Day  of  March  One 
thousand  six  hundred  ninety  eight  noe  Goods  or  Merchandizes  what- 
soever shall  bee  imported  into  or  exported  out  of  any  Colony  or  Plan- 
tation to  His  Majesty  in  Asia  .Africa  or  America  belonging  or  in  his 
Possession  or  which  may  hereafter  belong  unto  or  bee  in  the  Possession 
of  His  Majest}'  His  Heires  or  Successors  or  shall  bee  laden  in  or  carried 
from  any  One  Port  or  Place  in  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations  to  any 
other  Port  or  Place  in  the  same,  the  Kingdome  of  England  Dominion 
of  Wales  or  Towne  of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  in  any  Shipp  or  Bottome 
but  what  is  or  shall  bee  of  the  Built  of  England  or  of  the  Built  of  Ireland 
or  the  said  Colonies  or  Plantations  and  wholly  owned  by  the  People 
thereof  or  any  of  them  and  navigated  with  the  Masters  and  Three  Fourths 
of  til e  Mariners  of  the  said  Places  onely  (except  such  Shipps  onely  as 
are  or  shall  bee  taken  Prize  and  Condemnation  thereof  made  in  one  of 
the  Courts  of  Admiralty  in  England  Ireland  or  the  said  Colonies  or 
Plantations  [to  bee  navigated  by  the  Master  and  Three  Fourths  of  the 
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Mariners  English  or  of  the  said  Plantations  as  aforesaid  and  whereof  the 
Property  doth  belong  to  English  Men]  And  alsoe  except  for  the  space 
of  Three  Yeares  such  Foreigne  built  Shipps  as  shall  bee  employed  by 
the  Commissioners  of  His  Majesties  Navy  for  the  t\'me  being  or  upon 
Contract  with  thera  in  bringing  onely  Masts  Timber  and  other  Navall 
Stores  for  the  Kings  Service  from  His  Majesties  Colonies  or  Plantations 
to  this  Kingdome  to  bee  navigated  as  aforesaid  and  whereof  the  Prop- 
erty doth  belong  to  English  Men)  under  paine  of  Forfeiture  of  Shipp 
and  Goods  one  third  part  whereof  to  bee  to  the  use  of  His  Majesty  His 
Heires  and  Successors  one  thini  part  to  the  Governor  of  the  said  Colo- 
nies or  Plantations  and  the  other  third  part  to  the  Person  who  shall 
infonne  and  sue  for  the  same  by  Bill  Plaint  or  Information  in  any  of 
His  Majesties  Courts  of  Record  ail  Westminster  or  in  any  Court  in  His 
Majesties  Plantations  where  such  Offence  shall  bee  committed.  .  .  . 

[VIH.]  And  itt  is  ftirther  enacted  and  declaretl  by  the  Authority 
aforesaid  That  all  Lawes  By-lawes  Usages  or  Customes  att '  this  tyme  or 
which  hereafter  shall  bee  in  practice  or  endeavoured  or  pretended  to 
bee  in  force  or  practice  in  any  of  the  said  Plantations  which  are  in  any 
wise  repugnant  to  the  before  mentioned  Lawes  or  any  of  them  soe  far  as 
they  doe  relate  to  the  said  Plantations  or  any  of  them  or  which  are 
waves  repugnant  to  this  present  Act  or  to  any  other  Law  hereafter  to 
bee  made  in  this  King^iome  soc  farr  as  such  Law  shall  relate  to  and 
mention  the  sajd  Plantations  are  illegall  null  and  void  to  all  Intents  and 
Purposes  whatsoe%'er.  .  .  . 

[XVL]  [\sT>  for  a  more  effectuall  prevention  of  Frauds  which  may 
bee  used  to  elude  the  Intention  of  this  Act  by  colouring  Foreigne  Shipps 
under  English  Names  Bee  itt  further  enacted  by  the  Authorilj'  aforesaid 
That  firom  and  after  the  Five  and  tw^entieth  day  of  March  which  shall 
bee  in  the  Yeare  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  six  hundred  ninety  eight 
noe  Shipp  or  Vessell  whatsoever  shall  bee  deemed  or  passe  as  a  Shipp 
of  the  Built  of  England  Ireland  Wales  Berwick  Guernsey  Jersey  or  of 
any  of  His  Majesties  Plantations  in  America  soe  as  to  bee  quahfyed  to 
trade  10  from  or  in  any  of  the  said  Plantations  nntill  the  Person  or  Per- 
sons daymeing  Property  in  such  Shipp  or  Vessell  shall  register  the  same 
as  followeth  (that  is  to  say)  If  the  Shipp  att  the  tyme  of  such  Register 
doth  belong  to  any  Port  in  England  Ireland  Wales  or  to  the  Towne 
of  Berwick  upon  Tweed  then  Proofe  shall  bee  made  upon  Oath  of  One 
or  more  of  the  Owners  of  such  Shipp  or  Vessell  before  the  Collector  and 
Comptroller  of  His  Majesties  Customes  in  such  Port  or  if  att  the  tyme 
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of  such  Register  the  Shipp  belong  to  any  of  His  Majesties  Plantations  in 
America  or  to  the  Islands  of  Guernsey  or  Jersey  then  the  hke  Proofe 
to  bee  made  before  the  Governour  together  with  the  Principal]  Officer 
of  His  Majesties  Revenue  resideing  on  such  Plantation  or  Island  which 
Oath  the  said  Govemours  and  Officers  of  the  Custoraes  respectively  are 
hereby  authorized  to  administer  in  the  Tenour  following  (vizt).  .  .  .] 

The  Statutes  of  the  Realm  (London,  1820),  VII,  loy-ioy  passim. 


46.    Creation  of  the  Board  of  Trade  (1696) 

BY    KING    WILLIAM   THIRD 

lliis  »  a  reorganiialion  of  tiie  board  created  in  1660  {Contemporariei,  I,  No,  54), 
and  again  chaiii|;ed  in  1752.  The  extract  brings  out  the  tJicory  that  the  details  uf  culo- 
oial  administration  belonged  to  the  crown  and  not  to  Parliament.  —  Bibliograpby 
as  in  Nu.  45  above. 

xJ  lis  Majesties  Commission  for  promoting  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom 
Y   X    and  for  inspecting  and  improving  His  Plantations  in  America  and 

[  elsewhere. 

WiLUAM  the  Third  by  the  Grace  of  God  King  of  England,  Scotland, 
France  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &a.     To  our  Keeper  of  oure 

I  Great  Seale  of  England  or  Chancellor  of  England  for  the  time  being, 

'  Our  President  of  Our  Privy  Council  for  the  time  being,  Our  first 
Commissioner  of  Our  Treasury  And  our  Treasurer  of  England  for 
the  time  being,  Our  first  Commissioner  of  our  Admiralty  and  Our 
Admirall  of  England  for  the  time  being,  And  our  principall  Secretarys 

.  of  State  for  the  time  being,  And  the  Chancellor  of  Our  Exrheijuer  for 
the  time  being,  To  Our  Right  Tnisty  and  Right  Well  beloved  Cousin 
and  Councillor  John  Earl  of  Bridgewater,  and  Ford  Earl  of  Tanken-'illc, 
To  our  Trusty  and  Well  beloved  Sir  Philip  Meadows,  Kn',  William 
Blaithwayte,  John  PoUexfen,  John  Locke,  Abraham  Hill,  and  Jotm 
Methwen,  Esquires,  Greeting.  ,  .  . 

Kno  wvee  therefor  that  We  reposing  espetiall  Trust  and  Confidence 
in  your  Discretions,  Abilityes  and  Integrities  .  .  .  authorize  and  appoint 
.  .  ,  you,  to  be  Our  Commissioners  during  our  Royal  Pleasure,  for  pro- 
moting the  Trade  of  our  Kingdome,  and  for  Inspecting  and  Improving 
our  Plantations  in  America  and  elsewhere.  .  .  . 


1 


Uo 


Principles  of  English  Control 


[1696 


And  We  ck>  hereby  further  Impower  and  require  yoa  Our  said  Com- 
missioners to  uke  into  yoor  care  all  Records,  Grants  and  Papers  remain- 
ing in  tike  PlanlAtMMi  Office  or  thereunto  bdonging. 

And  Kkevise  10  iniann  your  seKes  of  die  present  candilXMk  of  Our 
respective  PlmtHinm^  as  weD  with  regard  to  the  Adnwmtratioo  of  die 
Gofremoienl  and  Justice  in  those  phcesy  as  in  relation  to  tlie  Coinmetue 
thereof;  And  also  to  inquire  into  the  Limits  of  Soyic  ax>d  Piodact  of 
Our  severall  Plantatioos  and  bow  tbe  same  maj  be  iraprafrrd,  and  of  the 
best  meaas  for  essing  and  securing  Our  Colonies  there,  and  bov  tbe 
same  may  be  rendred  most  osefnll  and  beneficiall  to  onr  said  Kingdoai 
ofEi«|aDd. 

And  We  do  her^  fortber  impower  and  leqaice  yon  Oar  smd  Com* 
■Muoneis^  moce  partictilarlj  and  in  a  pnocipnl  mamkcr  to  mlbcm  jw- 
■dres  wbat  NaraH  Stores  may  be  furnished  from  Onr  flaMasicmst  nod 
in  what  Qwantitirs  and  br  what  methods  Our  Rojal  fimpuMr  of  bmring 
onr  Kingdom  sapplied  with  Xatal  Stores  from  tfaoKX  m^  be  mnde 
procticnble  and  pfomotcd ,  And  also  to  HK|we  into  nnd  mfimB  jmir 
leifcs  of  tbe  best  and  most  proper  BMtbods  of  setding  and  imfionng  in 
Onr  Flamafinns  sodi  other  Staples  and  other  Mao[D}o&cfmcs  as  Oor 
asbyeds  of  England  are  wMTOlingcd  to  feiidi  and  supply  1 
■Pom other  nmoes  and  Stales^  And  ano  what  ritapif^  asd . 
may  be  heat  cnooma^ed  there^  and  what  Trades  aic  tafce^  t 

vorasBf  prove  prcfadkial  to  Fngjlind,by< 
or  other  Oar  Colonies  with  what  has  been  nsoaHy : 
lEa^Md;  Ami  to  frndeom  proper  means  of  divati^ihi 
i  Tf^es,  Md  whtfMKvcr  dse  ma^  IBIM  to  ite  hmi  nfOm  ] 


to  seeif  an^  thing  may  be  added, 
s;  To  take  na  Aocsmmt  yem^ 
of  Cm  GcM«flvaRtheK.nnd 
to  he  obseroed  nnd  •epRscMBi  man  Cs; 
dl  ««^aiR  to  1  imiiiUbi  of  fanpar  pemmk  to 
k  or  Depa^  Go«enon»  or  to  be  «r  Oar  CaaBo9D  arnf  Onr 
GaimEfli  at  lay,  ar  Secacba^p^ ia  ^Nv 

And  We  da  facRiir  fiatkE 

of  die  WauMium  JUipuuiMl  »  afcJ  *om  thae  to  time  he  ama  nr 
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transmitted  hither  for  Our  Approbation  ;  And  to  set  down  and  represent 
as  aforesaid  the  Usefulness  or  Mischeif  thereof  to  Our  Crown,  and  to 
Our  said  Kingdom  of  England,  or  to  the  Plantations  themseives,  in  case 
the  same  should  be  estabhshed  for  Lawes  there;  And  also  to  consider 
what  matters  may  be  recommended  as  fitt  to  be  passed  in  the  Assemblys 
there.  To  heare  complaints  of  Oppressions  and  malead  ministrations,  in 
Our  Plantations,  in  order  to  represent  as  aforesaid  what  you  in  your 
t Discretions  shall  thinke  proper;  And  also  to  require  an  Account  of  all 
Monies  given  for  Publick  uses  by  the  Assemblies  in  Our  Plantations,  and 
how  the  same  are  and  have  been  expended  or  laid  out. 

[E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Documnits  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the 
Statt  of  New-  York  ( Albany,  1854)^  IV,  145-14S  passim . 


\j.    "  Englishmen  Hate  an  Arbitrary  Power** 

(1710) 

BY   JOHN    WISE 

Wise  was  one  of  the  foremost  prose  writers  of  the  colonial  period,  and  niinister  at 
L  Ipswich.  —  Bibliography:  Tylt:*,. 'Imtricatt  Literature,\\,  104-116;  Palfrey,  AVw  £"«/* 
l/Etn*/,  III,  525-527;  Winsfir,  Narrative  and  Crittfal  f/tstory,  VI,  cb,  i;  J.  A.  DoylCf 
\£.ngliih  in  America,  Puritan  Colonies,  II,  37S;  Charming  and  Hart,  Guide,  g  130, 

ENGLISHMEN  hate  an  arbitrary  power  (politically  considered)  as 
they  hate  the  devil. 
For  that  they  have  through  immemorial  ages  been  the  owners  of  very 
I  fair  infranchizements  and  liberties,  that  the  sense,  favor  or  high  esteem 
I  of  them  are  (as  it  were)  extradttce^  transmitted  with  the  elemental  mate- 
rials of  their  essence  from  generation  to  generation,  and  so  ingenate  and 
mixed  with  their  frame,  that  no  artifloe,  craft  or  force  used  can  root  it 
out.     Naturam  expellas  furfa  licet  usque  recurrit.     And  though  many 
of  their  incautelous  princes  have  endeavored  to  null  all  their  charter 
lights  and  immunities,  and  agrandize  themselves  in  the  servile  state  of 
,  the  subjects,  by  setting  yp  their  own  seperate  will,  for  the  great  standard 
'  of  government  over  the  nations,  yet  they  have  all  along  paid  dear  for 
their  attempts,  both  in  the  ruin  of  the  nation,  and  in  interrupting  ihe 
increase  of  their  own  grandeur,  and  their  foreign  settlements  and  con- 
quests. 
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Had  the  late  reigns,  before  the  accession  of  the  great  IViliiam  and 
Mary,  to  the  throne  of  England,  but  taken  the  measures  of  them,  and 
her  present  majesty,  in  depressing  vice,  and  advancing  the  union 
and  wealth,  and  encouraging  the  prowice  and  bravery  of  the  nation, 
they  might  by  this  time  have  been  capable  to  have  given  law's  to  any 
monarch  on  earth  ;  but  spending  their  time  in  the  pursuit  of  an  absolute 
monarchy  (contrary  to  the  temper  of  the  nation,  and  the  ancient  con- 
stitution of  the  govemmeni)  through  all  the  meanders  of  state  craft : 
It  has  apijarently  kept  back  the  glory,  and  dampt  alt  the  most  noble 
affairs  of  ihe  nation.  And  when  under  the  midwifry  of  MachiavUan  art, 
and  cunning  of  a  daring  prince,  this  Monster,  tyranny,  and  arbitrary 
govcrnmrnt,  was  at  last  just  born,  upon  the  holding  up  of  a  finger  I  or 
ujKin  the  least  signal  given,  ON  the  whole  nation  goes  upon  this 
HYURA. 

The  very  name  of  an  arbitrary  government  is  ready  to  put  an  English- 
man's blujod  into  a  fermentation  ;  but  when  it  really  comes,  and  shakes 
it.H  whip  over  their  ears,  and  tells  them  it  is  their  master,  it  makes  them 
stark  mad  ;  and  being  of  a  memical  genius,  and  inclined  to  follow  the 
court  mode,  they  turn  arbitrary  too. 

That  s*>me  writers,  who  have  ol>served  the  governments  and  humors 
of  nations,  thus  distinguish  the  English  : 

The  emperor  (say  they)  is  the  king  of  kings,  the  king  of  Spain  is  the 
king  of  men,  the  king  of  France  the  king  of  asses,  and  the  king  of 
England  the  king  uf  devils;  for  that  the  English  nation  can  never  be 
bridled,  and  rid  by  an  arbitrary  prince.  Neither  can  any  chains  put  on 
by  fli«f)otir  ami  arlnlrary  racaiiures  hold  these  legions.  ...  to  con- 
rliide  \\\\%  pic.i,  I  find  not  amongst  all  the  catalogues  of  heroes  or  worthy 
ihing'v  in  the  Isnglish  empire,  peers  to  these  undertakers  ;  therefore  we 
mu«t  needs  range  them  with  the  arbitrary  princes  of  the  earth,  (such  as 
the  great  Czar  ot  Ottoman  monarch)  who  have  no  other  rule  to  govern 
by,  but  their  own  will.  .  .  . 


John  Wl»«,  Thi  Churches  Quarrel  Espoused  (Boston,  1772),  No.  ii, 
148. 
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48.      "  Defence  of  the  New-England  Charters  " 

(172 1) 

BV    AGENT   JEREMIAH    DUMMER 

DumiDer  bm  a  njinislcr  in  New  England,  but  later  etitererl  into  English  politics. 

'.t  WW  tgent  of  Massacliuseits  in  England  from  1 710  to  J  721 .  This  is  the  most  famous 

ttatement  of  the  rights  of  the  colonies  in  this  period.  —  Bil»li<igraphy :  Tyler,  Ameri- 

ytan   l.iteraturf^  II,    116-J20;    Palfrey,  New  Engianti,  IV,  277-5S0  pmsim;  J.  A. 

fDoyle,  English  in   Amertca,  Puritan   Colonies,  II,  J71-372;   Channing  anti  Hart, 

^Cuide,  §  130.  —  For  previous  discussions  of  charters,  sec  Contemporarits^  I,  Nos. 

'7,  105  109,  II4»  116,  135. 

THE  Other  Charge  in  the  Bill  is,  Tliat  they  have  exer-    The  2d  Charge 
cis'd  arbitrarx  Power,     If  this  be  aimVl  at  the  Pro-    '"  '^'  ^''' 
1,  ,,  'ill  Tti  T    iiFiimst  the  Ckar- 

Jpnetary  Governments,  which  however  I  don  t  accuse,  I   f^^  doiemmentj, 
I  have  nothing  to  say,  but  am  sure  that  the  Charter  Gov-   th,tt  they  have 
lernments  stand  clear  of  it.     The  Thing  speaks  loudlv  for  '^rc/jVar^/- 
ritself.     rox  m  the  Governments,  where  there  are  Charters,    answer'd, 
[and  those  Charters  entire,  ail  Officers  Civil  and  Military 
'are  elected  by  the  People,  and  that  annually;  than  which  Constitution 
nothing  under  Heaven  can  be  a  stronger  Barrier  against  arbitrary  Rule. 
For  shnidd  it  be  allow'd,  that  the  People,  corrupted  or  deeew'd,  might 
instead  of  wise  Magistrates  chiise  Tyrants  and  Oppressors  to  Lord  over 
them  one  Year  :  yet  it  can't  be  imagin'd,  that  after  they  have  felt  the 
[Smart  of  it,  they  will  do  so  the  next.     Nor  can  there  be  a  greater  Obli- 
Lgation  on  the  Rulers  themselves  to  administer  Justice,  than  that  their 
j Election  depends  on  it  the  next  Year.     Hence  the  frequent  Choice  of 
I  Magistrates  has  bin  ever  a  main  Pillar,  upon  which  all  who  have  aim'd 
at  Freedom  in  their  Schemes  of  Government,  have  depended. 

AS  the  Reason  is  incontestable,  so  the  Fact  is  apparent,  that  these 
iCovernments,  far  from  retrenching  the   Liberty  of  the  Subject,  have 
improv'd  it  in  some  important    Articles,  which  the  Circumstances  of 
Things  in  Great  Britain  perhaps  don't  require,  or  won't  easily  admit. 

To  instance  in  a  few;  There  has  bin  from  the  beginning  an  Office 
erected  by  I^w  in  every  County,  where  all  Conveyances  of  I^nd  are 
enler'd  at  large,  after  the  Grantors  have  first  acknowledg'd  them  before 
a  Justice  of  Peace  ;  by  which  means  much  Fraud  is  prevented,  no  Per- 
|son  being  able  to  sell  his  Estate  twice,  or  take  up  more  Money  upon  it 
than  it's  worth.  Provision  has  likewise  bin  made  for  the  Security  of 
the  Life  and  Property  of  the  Subject  in  the  Matter  of  Juries,  who  are 
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not  relurn'd  by  the  Sherriff  of  the  County,  but  arc  chosen  by  the  In- 
habitants of  the  Town  a  convenient  Time  before  the  silting  of  the 
Courts.  And  this  Election  is  under  the  most  exact  Regulation,  in 
Order  to  prevent  Corruption,  so  far  as  Humane  Prudence  can  do  it. 
It  must  be  noted,  that  Sherriffs  in  the  Plantations  are  comparatively  but 
little  Officers,  and  therefore  not  to  be  trusted  as  here,  where  they  are 
Men  of  ample  Fortunes.  And  yet  even  here  such  flagrant  Corruptions 
have  bin  found  in  retummg  Juries  by  Sherriflfs,  that  the  House  of  Com- 
mons thought  it  necessary  in  their  last  Session  to  amend  the  Law  in  this 
l\>int.  and  pass'd  a  Bill  for  choosing  them  by  Bailoc 

REiiRESs  in  their  Courts  of  Law  is  emsjr^  fmtJk^  and  dkem^.  All  Pro- 
cesses are  in  English,  and  no  special  PfeadiR^  or  Deamrrefs  are  ad- 
nutted,  but  the  general  Issue  is  always  given,  and  special  Matters 
brought  in  Evidence ;  which  saves  Time  and  Expence ;  and  in  this  Case 
a  Man  is  not  hable  to  lose  his  Estate  fur  a  Deilrct  io  Form,  nor  is  the 
Merit  of  the  Cause  made  to  depend  on  the  Niceties  o^  Clerksbip,  Bjr 
a  tarn  of  the  Country  oo  Writ  may  be  abated  for  a  ctrcmnsttBlnl  ErTx>r, 
such  as  a  slight  Mis-oomer  or  any  Infoimaiity.  And  by  anollicr  Law, 
it  is  eikacted,  that  ewry  Attorney  taking  ottt  a  Writ  from  the  Clerk's 
Ofice,  shall  indorse  his  Siraame  upoa  k,  t^  be  liable  to  pay  to  the 
adtcrse  Btfty  his  Costs  and  Charges  in  Case  of  Noa-Ptusecntkm  or 
DiiiJJiiliiiiiBiMf.  or  that  the  Plaintiff  be  Noo-soit,  or  Jiajginet  paas 
aginiTf  hiai.  And  it  is  provided  in  the  same  Act,  That  if  lihe  PiMBtif 
ahal  safer  a  Noasnil  by  the  Attorney's  mis-laytag  the  Actioa,  he  sUI 
be  obllg'd  to  draw  a  sew  Writ  withom  a  Fee»  ia  case  the  Ruty  sImI  ace 
it  to  Rvifve  the  Skit.  I  cant  bat  ihiok  thai  every  Body,  except  Gentle^ 
men  of  Ike  hue  Robe  aMi  the  Anoonesi^  will  think  ihm  a  whoie«»e 
Law,afldw<ac^cafairdiirtheBencitnfthcSaAiecL  Foethcqmcks 
DkpaadhofCMK^DcchEaikMBaRMide  Ptett  of  Utae  Wait  n  which 
the  Case  is  illy  and  poiticnbrly  sec  faMh.  If  it  hemoBcrof  Accoani, 
the  Accoont  is  anaesM  to  the  Writ*  and  Copses  of  both  left  wtlfc  the 
Di  6  mfani ;  which  besag  done  Foacteen  Days  heiiie  the  SSinag  of  the 
CamK  he  is  ohi^  to  pinni  ifiRCii^  atti  il^  Imae  ia  than  tzy'd. 
Whiamiai  hy  the  ftactace  of  the  Camn  of  iCSi«^  Jbwili  Thcew  or  Foar 
llBBihsThmeiaoftaihMtaftv the  W^ is sefvtt bailee  d^C^n^cs 
brhnaoghitoimae. 

Kon  ace  iha  Ptevie  of  Mm^B^w  i  ofpi<«»  d  with  the  miinae  l>e- 
kpaaad  ^^r*— ^  dmi  attaaii  Ihc  ilatmiJhifi  m  Ckamery^  where  both 
Ihicieaareofteantm'dby  dieChwsrand  teoKth  of  thnSlaL    Bntaa 
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in  all  other  Countries,  England  only  excepted,  Jus  &*  ^^quum  are  held 
the  sarae^  and  never  divided  ;  so  it  is  there  :  A  Power  of  Chancery  being 
vested  in  the  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  I^w  as  to  some  par- 
ticular Cases,  and  they  make  equitable  Constructions  in  Others.  I  must 
add,  that  the  Fees  of  Officers  of  all  sorts  are  setlcd  by  Acts  of  Assembly 
at  moderate  Prices,  for  the  Ease  of  the  Subject. 

It  were  easy  to  mention  other  Articles,  but  that  I  persuade  my  self 
it  is  needless.  The  Charter  Governments  are  celebrated  for  their  excel- 
lent Laws  and  mild  Administration  ;  for  the  Security  of  Liberty  and 
Property;  for  the  Encouragement  of  Vertue,  and  Suppression  of  Vice; 
for  the  promoting  Letters,  by  erecting  Free-Schools  and  Colleges ;  and 
in  one  Word,  for  every  Thing  that  can  make  a  People  happy  and  pros- 
perous. To  these  Arts  it  is  owing,  that  Nnv-Engiand^  though  she  has 
altain'd  but  little  more  than  the  Age  of  a  Man,  with  all  the  Disadvan* 
tages  under  which  she  labours  in  respect  to  her  Trade  and  Climate,  and 
almost  a  perpetual  Indian  War,  has  hitherto  flourish'd  far  above  any 
other  of  the  Plantations. 

This  being  the  Case  of  the  Charter  Governments,  let  us  turn  the 
Tables,  and  see  how  it  far'd  with  them  when  in  an  evil  Reign  they  lost 
their  Charters.  Then  the  Governour  of  Nnv-Englaud  with  Four  or 
■Five  Strangers  of  his  Council,  Men  of  desperate  Fortunes,  and  bad  if 
any  Principles,  made  what  Laws,  and  levy'd  what  Taxes  they  pleas'd  on 
the  People-  They,  without  an  Assembly,  rais'd  a  Penny  in  the  Pound 
on  at]  the  Estates  in  the  Country,  and  another  Penny  on  all  imported 
Goods,  besides  Twenty  Pence  per  Head  as  Poll  Money,  and  an  immod- 
erate Excise  on  Wine,  Rum,  and  other  Liquors.  Several  worthy  Per- 
sons, having  in  an  humble  Address  represented  this  Proceeding  as  a 
Grievance^  were  committed  to  the  common  Jail  for  a  High  Misde- 
manour ;  deny'd  the  Benefit  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act ;  try'd  out  of 
their  own  County;  fin'd  exorbitantly,  and  obliged  to  pay  160/.  for  Fees, 
when  the  Prosecution  would  hardly  have  cost  them  so  many  Shillings  in 
.Great  Britain.  And  to  compleat  the  Oppression,  when  they  upon  their 
fryal  claim'd  the  Privileges  of  Englishmen,  they  were  scoffingly  told, 
\77tose  Things  tvould  not  follow  them  to  the  Ends  of  the  Earth.  Un- 
r natural  Insult !  must  the  brave  .-Xdventurer,  who  with  the  Hazard  of  his 
Life  and  Fortune,  seeks  out  new  Climates  to  inrich  his  Mother  Country, 
be  deny'd  those  common  Rights,  which  his  Countrymen  enjoy  at  Home 
in  Ease  and  Indolence?  Is  he  to  be  made  miserable,  and  a  Slave  by 
his  own  Acquisitions  ?     Is  the  Labourer  alone  unworthy  of  his  Hire,  and 
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1  Arf  Mi^  fcapi,  «ho  Inwe  wailKr  m'd 
rf    Honidiwcited Older! 

90CtaKigi^  WMPCvcr  AftMlmy  ssd  C^pptCBHC:,  vcfc  bil  Oic 
rwilali  :  Tht  Cutmwplw  wzsy  if  pomatie^  vet  more  (fisouL  Hariag 
imia4ei  dttk  Vbatiet,  hf  ma  asf  TrwJtina  tlic  acA  Anack  «as 
Jii«ed|f  «»dKarlVp|ieyt3e».  Tbdr  Title  to  tkdr  Laads  «»  abnliilrijr 
deayM bf  tbe GpfOBoar aad  kb Ocaiaics  vpaa  tso  Ptetcaoes:  Ooe, 
flMt  dbarC4s»efaK»  acre  Dot  JccnidaqK  loifaeLaaqf  ^'npjya/;  the 
Odter,^MMtbtfmi^heihan^lohamhadmn\iik'm^  ikeaTitle 
CM»eflf,]i«tiiaowceai^dbf  dicRefocarioaof  AcirClHDteB.  So  that 
*ef  aibo  ImI  furif  pvckaTd  thrir  Laa^  and  hdd  Ibeai  m  quiet 
f)0«CMftM  far  abore  Fiftjr  Yean,  acte  oov  dbig'd  to  aooe|M^  aea  Deeds 
tas  ilie  GovcfBoor,  aad  pajr  far  tbeii  a  dud  Pan  oi  dbeir  Valae,  ia 
Mtfer  lo  aioertaio  chcu  Titles^  or  odieiwBe  tber  aonld  be  seized  for  the 
CtmnL  .  .  . 

>#  $tf  Ct^utim,  TlMtt  b  ODC  Thi^g  UMve  I  hsve  bend  often  xng*d 
Aftkeck^rttf  afUHt  die  Chatter  ColoDies.  and  indeed  *iis  alnt  one 
/!^]|^MrW  "*^^^  *"^  ^''o^  Pleofile  of  afl  Caadinoat  and  Qaaiities, 
fkn$*dMt.  fhef  aritb  due  respect  to  their  better  Jadgakems,  I  can 
■■MM  tr^  cee  neither  Reason  nor  Colour  for  it.     Tis  said,  Ikai 

Arir  emcrfaiing  Num^rs  and  WeaUkjohtd  to  tktir  grrai  DistatKefr»m 
fintaia  wtli  give  them  an  Opportmnitj  in  At  Comne  0f  same  Years  te 
ikr9»  ejf  their  De^nJarue  on  tke  Nation^  and  deciare  ikemsiipes  a  free 
Situ,  if  n^t  curb  d  in  Time  by  being  made  entirely  siUfeet  U  Ae  Cr^ten, 
Whereai  in  Truth  there's  no  Body  tho'  bat  little  acquainted  with  these 
or  Joy  of  die  Northern  Plantations,  vho  does  not  know  and  confess, 
dnt  their  Poveny  and  the  declining  State  of  their  Trade  is  so  great  at 
pfif<fat»  thai  diere'f  dar  more  Danger  of  their  sinking,  without  some 
cxtiaofdhury  Support  from  the  Crown,  than  of  their  ever  revolting  from 
iL  So  that  I  nay  say  without  being  lodicroas,  that  it  would  not  be 
more  absurd  to  place  two  of  His  Majesty's  Beef- Eaters  to  watch  an 
Infant  in  the  Cradle  that  it  don't  rise  and  cut  its  Father's  Throat,  than 
10  guard  these  weak  Infant  Colonies  to  pre\-ent  their  shaking  off  the 
Briiiih  Yoke.  Besides,  they  are  so  distinct  from  one  another  in  their 
Forms  of  Ciovemment,  in  their  Religious  Rites,  in  their  Emulation  of 
Trade,  and  consequently  in  their  Affections,  that  they  can  never  be 
siippos'd  to  unite  in  so  dangerous  an  Enterprise.  It  is  for  this  Reason 
1  have  often  wondered  to  hear  some  Great  Men  profess  their  Belief  of 
the  Feasibleness  of  it,  and  the  Probability  of  it's  some  Time  or  other 
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actually  coming  to  piss,  who  yet  tvith  the  same  Breath  advise  that  all 
the  Governments  on  the  Continent  be  form'd  into  one,  by  being  brought 
under  one  Vice- Roy,  and  into  one  Assembly.  For  surely  if  we  in  ear- 
nest belie v'd  ihat  there  was  or  would  be  hereafter  a  Disposition  in  the 
Provinces  to  Rebel  and  declare  themselves  Independent^  it  woukl  be 
good  Policy  to  keep  them  disunited  ;  because  if  it  were  possible  they 
could  contrive  so  wild  and  rash  an  Undertaking,  yet  they  would  not  be 
hardy  enough  to  put  it  in  Execution,  unless  they  could  first  strengthen 
themselves  by  a  Confederacy  of  all  the  Parts.  .  .  . 

The  Sum  of  my  Argument  is,  That  the  Benefit  which  Great- Britain 
receives  from  the  Plantations,  arises  from  their  Commerce  ;  That  Oppres- 
sion is  the  most  opposite  Thing  in  the  World  to  Commerce,  and  the 
most  deslnicttve  Enemy  it  can  have :  That  Governours  have  in  all 
Times,  and  in  all  Countries,  bin  too  much  inclin'd  lo  oppress  :  And 
consequently,  it  cannot  be  the  Interest  of  the  Nation  to  increase  their 
Power,  and  lessen  the  Liberties  of  the  People.  I  am  so  sanguine  in  this 
Opinion,  that  I  really  think  it  would  be  for  the  Service  of  the  Crown 
and  Nation  to  incorporate  those  Governments  which  have  no  Charters, 
rather  than  Disfranchize  those  that  have. 

The  last  Thing  I  propos'd  to  consider  was,  how  far  it    The  ^th  Propo- 
may  be  consistent  with  Justice,  to  deprive  the  Colonies  ^'"""'  ^^at** 

i-     t     .     --.r  •  1  ■    •  •  i-  ■     <Ti        1  seems  imomsist- 

of  iheir  Charters,  without  givmg  them  a  fair  Tryal  or  any  t„t  with  Justice 
previous  Notice,  ,  .  .  to  DisfroHchit* 

...  It  seems  therefore  a  Severity  without  a  Precedent,   ^^  Charter  Col- 

1  n,         1         II  1       « » ■   J-  r  I     '  -T-1  onies  by  an  Act 

that  a  People  who  hare  the  Misfortune  of  being  a  Thou-  o/ Parliament. 
sand  Leagues  distant  from  their  Sovereign,  a  Misfortune 
great  enough  in  it  self,  should  unsummon'd,  unheard,  in  one  Day  be 
depriv'd  of  all  their  valuable  Privileges,  which  they  and  their  Fathers 
have  cnjoy'd  for  near  a  Hundred  Years.  It's  true,  the  Legislative  Power 
is  absolute  and  unaccountable,  and  King,  Lords  and  Commons  may  do 
what  they  please  ;  but  the  Question  here  is  not  about  Ptnvgr,  hut  Right: 
And  shall  not  the  Supream  Judicature  of  all  the  Nation  do  right  f  One 
may  say,  that  what  the  Parliament  can't  do  justly,  they  can't  do  at  all. 
In  maximis  minima  est  licentia.  The  higher  the  Power  is,  the  greater 
Caution  is  to  be  us'd  in  the  Execution  of  it,  because  the  Sufferer  is 
helpless  and  without  Resort. 

Jer[emiah]    Dummer,  A  Defence  of  the  New-England  Charters  (London, 
1721),  35-76  passim . 


Keith  was  ihc  last  governor  of  Pennsylvania  commissioned  by  Penn  himself.  — 
Bibliography:  Winsor,  Xarrative  and  Critical  History,  V,  Z40-258;  Chamiing  and 
Hart.  Guide,  §  1 33. 

WHEN  either  by  Conquest  or  Eiicrease  of  People,  Foreign  Prov- 
inces are  possessed,  &  Colonies  planted  abroad,  it  is  convenient  & 
often  necessary  to  substitute  little  Dependant  Governments,  whose  People 
by  being  enfranchised,  &  made  Partakers  of  the  Priviledges  &  Libities 
belonging  to  the  Original  Mother  State,  are  justly  bound  by  its  I^ws,  & 
become  subservient  to  its  Interests  as  the  true  End  of  their  Incorporation. 
Every  Act  of  Dependant  Provincial  Governments  ought  therefore  to 
Terminate  in  the  Advantage  of  the  Mother  State,  unto  whom  it  ows  its 
being,  &  Protection  in  all  its  valuable  Priviledges,  Hence  it  follows  that 
all  Advantageous  Projects  or  Commercial  Gains  in  any  Colony,  which 
are  truly  prejudicial  to  &  inconsistent  with  the  Interests  of  the  Mother 
Stale,  must  be  understood  to  be  illegal,  &  the  Practice  of  them  unwar- 
rantable, because  they  Contradict  the  End  for  which  the  Colony  had  a 
being,  &  are  incompatible  with  the  Terms  on  which  the  People  Claim 
both  Priviledges  &  Protection. 

Were  these  Things  rightly  understood  amongst  the  Inhabitants  of  the 
I  British  Colonies  in  America,  there  wou'd  be  less  Occasion  for  stich  In- 
structions &  Strict  Prohibitions,  as  are  dayly  sent  from  England  lo  regu- 
late their  Conduct  in  many  Points  ;  the  very  Nature  of  the  King  wou'd 
be  sufficient  to  direct  their  Choice  in  cultivating  such  Parts  of  Industry 
&  Commerce  only  as  wou'd  bring  some  Advantage  to  the  Interest  & 
L  Trade  of  Great  Bntain,  tH:  they  wou'd  soon  find  by  Experience  that  this 
f  was  the  solid  &  true  Foundation  whereon  to  build  a  real  Interest  in  their 
Mother  Countr\',  &  the  certain  Means  to  acquire  Riches  without  Env)'. 

On  the  Other  Hand  where  the  Govemmcnt  of  a  Provincial  Colony  is 
well  regulated,  &  all  its  business  &  Commerce  truly  adapted  to  the 
.proper  End,  &  design  of  its  First  Settlement ;  Such  a  Province  like  a 
•Choice  Branch,  springing  from  the  Main  Root  ought  to  be  carefully 
nourished,  &  its  just  Interest  well  guanieti ;  No  little  Partial  Project  or 
Party  Gain,  shou'd  be  Suffered  lo  affect  it,  but  rather  it  ought  to  be  con- 
sidered &  weigh 'd  in  the  General  RalUnce  of  the  whole  State  as  a  useful! 
&  profitable  Member. 
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For  such  is  the  End  of  all  Colonies,  &  if  this  Use  cannot  be  made  of 
them,  it  wou'd  be  much  better  for  the  State  to  be  without  them.  .  .  . 

From  what  has  been  said  of  the  Nature  of  Colonies  &  the  restriction 
thai  ought  to  be  laid  on  their  Trade,  is  in  [it  i^]  plain  that  none  of  the 
English  Plantations  in  America  can  with  any  reastm  or  good  sence  pre- 
tend to  claim  an  Absolute  Legislative  Power  within  themselves  ;  so  that 
let  their  several  Constitutions  be  founded  on  Ancient  Charters,  Royal 
Patent,  Custom,  Prescription  or  what  other  Legal  Authority  You  please, 
yet  still  they  cannot  be  possessed  of  any  rightfull  Capacity  to  contradict  or 
evade  the  force  of  any  Act  of  Parliament  wherewith  the  Wisdom  of  Great 
Britain  may  thhik  fit  to  effect  them  from  time  to  time,  &  in  discoursing 
of  their  Legislative  Power  (improperly  so  called  in  a  dependant  Govern- 
ment) we  are  to  consider  them  only  as  so  many  Corporations  at  a  dis- 
tance invested  with  Ability  to  make  Temporary  By  I^ws  for  themselves 
agreeable  to  their  Respective  Situations  &  Clymates,  but  no  ways  inter- 
fering with  the  Legal  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  or  the  true  Legislative 
Power  of  the  Mother  State. 

If  the  (kivernors  &  General  Assemblys  of  the  Several  Colonies  wouM 
be  pleas'd  to  consider  themselves  in  this  Light,  one  wou'd  think  it  was 
impossible  that  they  wouM  be  so  weak  as  to  fancy,  they  represented  the 
King,  Lords  &  Commons  of  Great  Britain  within  their  little  Districts  ; 
And  indeed  the  useless  or  rather  hurtfuU  &  inconsistent  Constitution  of  a 
Negative  Council  in  all  the  Kings  Provincial  Governments  has  it  is  be- 
leived  contributed  to  lead  them  into  this  mistake.  For  so  long  as  the  King 
[h]as  reserved  unto  himself  in  his  Privy  Council  the  Consitieration  of,  & 
Negative  upon  all  their  Laws,  the  Method  of  appointing  a  few  of  the 
Richest  &  Proudest  Men  in  a  small  Colony  as  an  upper  House,  with  a 
Negative  on  the  Proceedings  of  the  King's  Lieutenant  Governor,  &  the 
People's  Representations  seem  not  only  to  Cramp  the  natural  Liberty 
of  the  Subject  there,  but  also  the  Kings  Just  Power  &  Prerogative.  .  .  . 

It  is  generally  acknowledged  in  the  Plantations  that  the  Subject  is 
entituled  by  Birth  &  Right  unto  the  benefit  of  the  Common  Law  of  Eng- 
land, but  then  as  the  common  I^w  has  been  altered  from  time  to  time, 
&  restricted  by  Statutes  it  is  still  a  Question  in  many  of  the  American 
Courts  of  Judicature  wether  any  of  the  English  Statutes  which  do  not 
particularly  mention  the  Plantations  can  be  of  Force  there  until  they 
brought  it  over  by  some  Act  of  Assembly  in  that  Colony  where  they  are 
pleaded  ;  And  this  creates  such  Confusion,  that  according  to  the  Art  or 
influence  of  the  Lawyers,  before  Judges  who  by  their  Education  are  but 
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indifferently  Qualified  for  that  Service,  they  allow  the  Force  of  the  par- 
ticular Statutes,  and  at  other  times  reject  the  whole  especially  if  the 
Bench  is  inclinable  to  be  partial,  which  too  often  happens  in  those  new 
&  unsettled  Countries  ;  &:  as  Mens  Liberties  &  Properties  in  any  Coun- 
try chiefly  depend  on  an  impartial  and  Equal  Administration  of  Justice, 
this  is  one  of  the  most  Material  Grievances  which  the  Subjects  of  Amer- 
ica have  just  Cause  to  complain  of  j  But  while  for  the  want  of  Schools  & 
other  proper  Instructions,  in  the  Principles  of  Moral  Vertue,  their  People 
arc  not  so  well  Qualified  even  to  serve  upon  Juries,  &  much  less  to  Act 
on  a  Bench  of  Judicature,  It  seems  impracticable  to  provide  a  Remedy 
until  a  Sufficient  Revenue  be  found  out  amongst  them  to  support  the 
Charges  of  sending  Judges  from  England  to  lake  their  Circuits  by  turns, 
on  the  several  Colonies  on  the  Main,  which  if  thought  worthy  of  a  Con- 
sideration will  appear  neither  to  be  improper  nor  unpracticable  ;  &  until 
that  can  be  done  all  other  Attempts  to  reclify  their  Courts  of  Law  will 
be  fruitless,  &  may  therefore  be  Suspended,  .  .  . 

A  Militia  in  an  Arbitrary  &  Tyrannical  Covernment  may  possibly  be 
of  some  Service  to  the  Governing  Power,  but  we  learn  by  Experience 
that  in  a  firee  Country,  'tis  of  little  Use ;  the  People  in  the  Plantations 
are  so  few  in  proportion  to  the  Lands,  which  they  possess,  that  Servants 
being  scarce,  &  Slaves  so  excessively  dear,  the  Men  are  generally  under 
a  necessity  there  to  work  hard  themselves  in  Order  to  provide  the 
common  necessary's  of  Life  for  their  Families,  so  that  they  cannot  Spare 
a  days  time  without  great  loss  to  their  Interest.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  Wisdom  of  the  Crown  of  Britain  therefore  by  keeping  its 
Colonies  in  that  Situation  is  every  [very]  much  to  be  applauded  while 
they  continue  so  ;  it  is  morally  impossible  that  any  dangerous  Union 
shou'd  be  form'd  among  them,  because  their  Interest  in  Trade  &  all 
manner  of  Business,  being  entirely  seperated  by  their  Independancy, 
every  Advantage  that  is  lost  or  neglected  by  one  Colony  is  immediately 
picked  up  by  another,  &  the  Emulation  that  continually  subsists  between 
them  in  all  manner  of  Intercourse  &  Traflick,  is  ever  productive  of 
Envys,  Jealousies  &  Cares  how  to  gain  upon  each  others  Conduct  in 
Government  or  Trade,  Every  one  thereby  endeavouring  to  magnifie 
their  Pretentions  to  the  Favour  of  the  Crown  by  becoming  more  use- 
full  than  their  Neighbours  to  the  Interest  of  Great  Britain.  .  ,  , 

.\ll  that  has  been  said  with  Respect  to  the  Improvement  of  the  Plan- 
tations, will  it  is  supposed  signifie  but  very  little  unless  a  Sufficient 
Revenue  can  be  raised  to  Hupp*>rt  the  needfull  Expences,  in  Order  to 
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which  ii  is  humbly  submitted  whether  ihe  Duties  of  Stamps  upon  Parch- 
ment &  Paper  in  England,  may  not  with  good  reason  be  extended  by 
Act  of  Parliament  to  all  the  American  Plantations. 

William  Byrd,  The  History  of  ihe  Divuihtg  Line,  between  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina^  etc  (edited  by  Thomas  H.  Wynne,  Richmood,  1866),  II,  215-227 
passim. 


so- 


Various  Kinds  of  Colonial  Government 

(1747) 

BY    DOCTOR    WILLIAM    DOUGLASS 


Douglass  was  a  physician  and  iaran/  in  Boston;  be  wrote  much,  assembling  in 
confused  form  much  uf  his  learning  in  tns  Summary.  His  strong  prejurlices  are 
manifest,  l)ut  hf  is  a  valuable  witness.  —  Bibliography:  Tyler,  American  Literature,, 
II,  151-157;    H.  L.  Osgood,  in  American  Ihsloricnl Review^  IT,  6^,  III,  ji,  044, 

General  Remarks  concerning  the  British  Colonies  in  America. 

THE  Subject- Matters  of  this  Section  according  to  my  first  Plan  are 
prolix,  being  various  and  copious,  and  perhaps  would  be  the 
most  curious  and  informing  Piece  of  the  Performance  to  some  Readers  ; 
but  as  many  of  our  Readers  in  these  Colonies  seem  impatient  for  our 
entring  upon  the  Affairs  of  their  several  Setdements,  we  shall  contract 
the  present  Section,  and  shall  defer  several  Articles  to  the  Appendix  ; 
such  as,  the  Rise,  Progress,  and  present  State  of  the  pernicious  Paper- 
Currencies;  some  Account  of  the  prevailing  or  Endemial  Diseases  in 
our  North-America  Colonies,  and  many  other  loose  Particulars,  the 
various  Sectaries  in  Religion,  which  have  any  Footing  in  our  Ameritiin 
Colonies  shall  be  enumerated  in  the  Section  of  Rhmfe  Island t  where  we 
find  all  Degrees  of  Sectaries  (some  perhaps  not  known  in  Eumpe)  from 
NO  Religion  to  that  of  the  most  wild  Enthusiasts.  Religious  Affairs,  so 
far  as  they  may  in  some  Manner  appertain  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
Colonies,  do  make  an  Article  in  this  Section.  .  .  . 

Concerning  the  general  Nature  and  Constitution  of  British  North- 
American  Colonies. 

ALL  our  American  Settlements  are  properly  Colonies,  not  Provinces 
as  they  are    generally  called  :    Province   respects   a   conquered 
People  (the  Spaniards  in  Mexico  and  Peru  may  perhaps  in  Propriety 
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bear  this  Appellation)  under  a  Jurisdiction  iinposed  upon  them  by  the 
Conqueror ;  Colonies  are  formed  of  national  People  ik  g.  British  in  the 
British  Colonies,  transported  to  form  a  Settlement  in  a  foreign  or  remote 
Country. 

The  first  Settlers  of  our  Colonies,  were  formed  from  various  Sorts  of 
People.  I.  Laudably  ambitious  Adventurers.  2.  The  Malecontents, 
ihe  Unfortunate,  the  IVecessitous  from  Home.  j.  Transported  Crimi- 
tiit/s.  The  present  Proportion  of  these  Ingredients  in  the  several 
Plantations  varies  much,  for  Reasons  which  shall  be  mentioned  in  the 
particular  Sections  of  Colonies,  and  does  depend  much  upon  the  Condi- 
tion of  the  first  Settlers :  Some  were  peo])led  by  Rebel  Tories,  some  by 
Rebel  H'7ifgs  (that  Principle  which  at  one  Time  is  called  Rtfyaity,  at 
another  Time  is  called  ReMlion)  some  by  Church  of  Englamf-MeHy 
some  by  Congregafiotialists  or  Imhpendants,  some  by  Quakers^  some 
by  Papists  {Maryland  anil  Momerrai)  the  most  unfit  People  to  incor- 
porate with  our  Constitution. 

Colonies  have  an  incidental  good  Effect,  they  drain  from  the  Mother- 
Country  the  Disaffected  and  the  Vicious  (in  this  same  Manner,  subse- 
quent Colonies  purge  the  more  ancient  Colonies)  ;  Rhode-hlami  and 
Providence  Plantations,  drained  from  Massachusetts-Bay,  the  Antino- 
mians,  Quakers,  and  other  wild  Sectaries.  Perhaps  in  after  Times  (as 
it  is  at  Times  with  the  Ijord  Lieutenants  and  other  high  Officers  in  /re- 
land)  some  Malecontenis  of  Figure,  capable  of  being  troublesome  to 
the  Administration  at  Home,  may  be  sent  in  some  great  Offices  to  the 
Plantations. 

In  our  Colonies  we  have  four  Sorts  of  People,  i.  Masters  that  is 
Planters  and  Merchants.  2.  iVhite  Sealants .  3.  Indian  Servants. 
4.  Slaves  for  Life,  mostly  Negroes.  White  Servants  are  of  two  Sorts, 
viz.  Poor  People  from  Great- Britain,  and  Ireland  mostly,  these  are 
bound  or  sold,  as  some  express  it,  for  a  certain  Number  of  Years,  to 
reimburse  the  transporting  Charges,  with  some  additional  Profit ;  the 
others  are  Criminals  judicially  transported,  and  their  Time  of  Exile  and 
Servitude  sold  by  certain  Undertakers  and  their  Agents. 

In  our  American  Settlements,  generally  the  Designations  are, /Vw^/mr^, 
where  the  King  appoints  a  Governor  ;  Colony,  where  the  Freemen  elect 
their  own  Governor  :  This  customary  .\cceplation  is  not  universal ;  Vir- 
ginia is  called  a  Calany,  perhaps  because  formerly  a  Colony,  and  the 
most  ancient. 

We  have  some  Settlements  with  a  Governor  only  ;  others  with  Gov- 
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51.    A  French  Publicist's  View  of  the  British 
Constitution  (1748) 

BV    MONSIEUR   CHARLES   DE    SECONOAT   DE    MONTESQUIEU 

(Anonymous  Translation,  1777) 

Montesquiea  was  a  Freacfa  phitusopher  and  publicist,  who  had  lived  in  England 
and  who  greatly  admired  the  English  government  as  he  understood  it.  His  book 
was  much  read  in  the  colonies;  and  he  had  more  influence  than  any  other  writer  in 
the  development  in  America  of  balanced  governments  of  three  departments.  —  Bib- 
liography: Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  134. 

IN  every  government  ihere  are  three  sorts  of  power :  the  legislative ; 
the  executive  in  respect  to  things  dependent  on  the  law  of  nations  ; 
and  the  executive  in  regard  to  matters  that  depend  on  the  civil  law. 

By  virtue  of  the  first,  the  prince  or  magistrate  enacts  temporary  or 
perpetual  laws,  and  amends  or  abrogates  those  that  have  l>een  already 
enacteci  By  the  second,  he  makes  peace  or  war,  sends  or  receives 
embassies,  establishes  the  public  security,  and  provides  against  inva* 
sions.  By  the  third,  he  punishes  criminals,  or  determines  the  disputes 
that  arise  between  individuals.  The  latter  we  shall  call  the  judiciary 
power,  and  the  other,  simply,  the  executive  power  of  the  state. 

'Ilie  political  liberty  of  the  subject  is  a  tranquillity  of  mind  arising 
from  the  opinion  each  person  has  of  his  safety.  In  order  to  have  this 
liberty,  it  is  requisite  the  government  be  so  constituted  as  one  man  need 
not  be  afraid  of  another. 

When  the  legislative  and  executive  powers  arc  united  in  the  same 
person,  or  in  the  same  body  of  magistrates,  there  can  be  no  liberty ; 
because  apprehensions  may  arise,  lest  the  same  monarch  or  senate  should 
enact  tyrannical  laws,  to  execute  them  in  a  tyrannical  manner. 

.Again,  there  is  no  liberty  if  the  judiciary  power  be  not  separated  from 
the  legislative  and  executive.  Were  it  joined  with  the  legislative,  the 
life  and  liberty  of  the  subject  would  be  exposed  to  arbitrary  controul  j 
for  the  judge  would  be  then  the  IcgisLitor.  Were  it  joined  to  the  execu- 
tive power,  the  judge  might  behave  with  violence  and  oppression. 

There  would  be  an  end  of  every  thing,  were  the  same  man,  or  the 
same  body,  whether  of  the  nobles  or  of  the  people,  to  exercise  those 
three  powers,  that  of  enacting  laws,  that  of  executing  the  public  resolu- 
tions, and  of  trying  the  causes  of  individuals.  .  .  . 

The  judiciary  power  ought  not  to  be  given  to  a  standing  senate  j  it 
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be  rirwwrd  b^  persons  uken  from  the  bod/  of  the  people. ; 
Icertain  times  of  tbe  year,  aod  rnnwtrmlj  with  a  fiKm  and 

ibed  bjr  kw,  in  order  to  erect  a  tiibmai  that  sfaoold  bst  only ! 
;  as  oeccssrtT  requires. 
By  this  method,  the  indidal  power,  so  tenibte  to  mankind,  not  being 
[anDcxed  lo  any  paitkiibr  state  or  profession,  beoocnes>  as  it  were, 
I  invisible.     People  have  not  then  the  jodgies  coatinaally  present  to  their 
(view ;  they  fear  the  office,  bat  not  the  magistrate. 

In  accttsations  of  a  deep  and  criminal  nature,  it  is  proper  the  person 
(accused  should  have  the  privilege  of  choosing,  tn  some  measure,  hb 
Ijadges,  in  concmxeoce  with  the  law ;  or,  at  least,  he  should  have  a  right 
I  to  except  against  so  great  a  number,  that  the  remaining  part  may  be 
I  deemed  his  own  choice. 

The  other  two  powers  may  be  given  rather  lo  magistrates  or  perma* 
[nent  bodies,  because  they  are  not  exercised  on  any  private  subject,  one 
[being  no  more  than  the  general  v^ill  of  the  state,  and  the  other  the 
execution  of  that  general  vrill. 

But,  though  the  tribunals  ought  not  lo  be  fixt,  the  judgements  ought ; 

[  and  to  such  a  degree,  as  to  be  ever  conformable  to  the  letter  of  the 

[  law.     Were  they  to  be  the  private  opinion  of  the  judge,  people  would 

then  live  in  society  without  exactly  knowing  the  nature  of  their  obliga^ 

I  tions. 

The  judges  ought  likewise  to  be  of  the  same  rank  as  the  accused,  < 

'in  other  words,  his  peers;  to  the  end,  that  he  may  not  imagine  he  is 

&lien  into  the  hands  of  persons  inclined  to  treat  him  with  rigour.  ,  .  . 

As,  in  a  country  of  liberty,  every  man  who  is  supposetl  a  free  ajjcnl 

I  ought  to  be  his  own  governor,  the  legislative  power  shoiiKl  reside  in  the 

[whole  body  of  the  people.     But,  since  this  is  impossible  in  larjic  states, 

and  in  small  ones  is  subject  to  many  inconveniences,  it  is  tit  the  people 

should   transact  by  their  representatives  what  they  cannot  tranut  t  l>y 

!  themselves. 

The  inhabitants  of  a  particular  town  are  much  belter  acquaittled  with 
I  its  wants  and  interests  than  with  those  of  other  places  ;  ami  are  luiiri 
I  judges  of  the  capacity  of  their  neighbours  than  of  tJial  of  the  rest  o1  ilu-ir 
I  countrymen.  The  members,  therefore,  of  the  legislature  shttuhl  noi  Ite 
Ichosen  from  the  general  body  of  the  nation ;  but  it  is  proper,  llmt,  in 
I  every  considerable  place,  a  representative  should  be  rlertfd  by  the 
i  Inhabitants. 

The  great  advantage  of  representatives  is,  their  capacity  of  fliicn»iiing 
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public  affaire.  For  this,  the  people  collectively  are  extremely  unfit,  which 
is  one  of  the  chief  inconveniences  of  a  democracy.  .  .  . 

Neither  ought  the  representative  body  to  be  chosen  for  the  executive 
l^art  of  government,  for  which  it  is  not  so  fit ;  but  for  the  enacting  of 
laws,  or  to  see  whether  the  laws  in  being  are  duly  executed ;  a  thing 
suited  to  their  abilities,  and  which  none  indeed  but  themselves  can 
properly  perform. 

In  such  a  state,  there  are  always  persons  distinguished  by  their  birth, 
riches,  or  honours :  but,  \»*ere  they  to  be  confounded  with  the  common 
people,  and  to  have  only  the  weight  of  a  single  vote,  like  the  rest,  the 
common  liberty  would  be  their  slavery,  and  they  would  have  no  interest 
in  supporting  it,  as  most  of  the  popular  resolutions  would  be  against 
them,  'l^e  share  they  have,  therefore,  in  the  legislatare  ought  to  be 
proportioned  to  their  other  advantages  in  the  state;  which  happens 
only  when  they  form  a  body  that  lu^  a  right  to  check  the  Ucentiousoess 
of  the  people,  as  the  people  have  a  right  to  oppose  any  encroachment 
of  theiis. 

The  legislative  power  is,  therefore,  committed  to  the  body  of  the 
nobles,  and  to  that  which  represents  the  people ;  each  ha\-ing  their 
assemblies  and  dehbeiations  apart,  each  their  separate  views  and 
interests.  .  .  . 

But,  as  an  hereditary  power  might  be  tem|>ted  to  puxsoe  its  own 
particular  interests,  and  fojrget  those  of  the  people,  it  is  proper,  that, 
where  a  singular  advantage  may  be  gained  by  corrupting  the  oobilitT, 
as  in  the  laws  relating  to  the  supphes,  they  dioakl  have  no  other  share  in 
the  legislation  than  the  power  of  rejecting,  and  not  that  of  resolviog.  .  .  . 

The  executive  power  ought  to  be  in  the  bands  of  a  mooaich*  because 
this  branch  of  government,  having  need  of  dispatch,  b  better  administered 
by  one  than  by  many :  on  the  other  hand,  whatever  depends  oa  the 
legislative  power,  is  oftentimes  better  regoiated  by  many  tfasu  by  a  singie 
person. 

Buc  if  diere  were  no  monarch,  and  tibe  executive  power  should  be 
committed  to  a  certain  number  of  pers«xis»  selected  ftxjm  the  legislative 
body,  there  would  be  an  end  of  liberty,  by  reiisoa  the  two  powers  would 
be  united  ;  3&  the  same  persons  would  somectmes  possess*  and  woukl  be 
always  able  to  possess,  a  share  in  NHh. 

Were  the  legislative  body  to  be  a  considerable  time  without  meetings 
this  would  likewise  put  an  end  to  liberty-  Fvw,  ^>i  two  thtn]$s  'Wie  would 
oacuraHy  ti^ow :   either  that  there  would  bi»  oi^  loQi|er  any  tegisiBtive 
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,  and  then  the  state  would  fall  into  anarchy  ;   or  that  these 
k  would  be  taken  by  the  executive  power,  which  wvnild  render 
tabsolBCe. 

It  wo«tld  be  need  less  for  the  legisktive  body  to  continue  always 
assembled.  Thus  woold  be  troubtesome  to  the  representative,  and 
moreover  wonU!  cut  oat  too  much  work  for  the  executive  power^  so  as 

►  take  off  its  attention  to  its  office,  and  oblige  it  to  think  only  of  defend- 
ii^  its  owB  prerogatives  and  the  right  it  has  to  execute.  .  .  . 

Tbe  legislative  body  should  not  meet  of  itself.    For  a  body  is  supposed 

►  hare  no  will  but  when  it  is  met :  and  besides,  were  it  not  to  meet 
dmously,  it  would  be  impossible  to  determine  which  was  really  the 

[legislative  body,  the  part  assembled,  or  the  other.     And  if  it  had  a  right 
to  prorogue  itself^  it  might  happen  never  to  be  prorogued  ;  which 
be  extremely  dangerous,  in  case  it  should  ever  attempt  to  encroach 

,  the  executive  power.  Besides,  there  are  reasons  (some  more  pmper 
than  others)  for  assembling  the  legislative  body  :  it*  is  fit,  therefore,  that 
the  executive  power  should  regulate  the  time  of  meeting,  as  well  as  the 
duration,  of  those  assemblies,  according  to  the  circumstances  and  exi- 
gences of  a  state,  known  to  itself  .  .  . 

But,  if  the  legisbtive  power,  in  a  free  state,  has  no  right  to  stay  the 
executive,  it  has  a  right,  and  ought  to  have  the  means,  of  examining  in 

Iwhat  manner  its  laws  have  been  executed  :  an  advantage  which  this 
government  has  over  that  of  Crete  and  Sparta,  where  the  Cosmi  and  the 
Ephori  gave  no  account  of  their  administration. 

But,  whate^'er  may  be  the  issue  of  that  examination,  the  legislative 
body  ought  not  to  have  a  power  of  arraigning  the  person,  nor,  of  course, 
the  conduct,  of  him  who  is  entrusted  with  the  executive  power.  His 
person  should  be  sacred,  because,  as  it  is  necessar>-,  for  the  good  of  the 
slate,  to  prevent  the  legislative  body  from  rendering  themselves  arbi- 
trary, the  moment  he  is  accused  or  tried  there  is  an  end  of  liberty. 

In  this  case,  the  state  would  be  no  longer  a  monarchy,  but  a  kind 
of  republic,  though  not  a  free  government.  But,  as  the  person,  intrusted 
with  the  executive  power,  cannot  abuse  it  without  bad  counsellors,  and 
such  as  hate  the  laws  as  ministers,  though  the  laws  protect  them» 
subjects  these  men  may  be  examined  and  punished.  .  .  . 

It  might  also  happen,  that  a  subject,  intrusted  with  the  administration 

J  of  public  affairs,  may  infringe  the  rights  of  the  people,  and  be  guilty 

r  of  crimes  which  the  ordinary  magistrates  either  could  nof,  or  would  not, 
punish.     But,  in  general,  the  legislative  power  cannot  try  causes;  and 
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much  less  can  it  try  this  particular  case,  where  it  represents  the  party 
aggrieved,  which  is  the  people.  It  can  only,  therefore^  impeach.  But 
before  what  court  shall  it  bring  its  impeachment?  Must  it  go  and 
demean  itself  before  the  ordinary  tribvmals,  which  are  its  inferiors,  and 
being  composed  moreover  of  men  who  are  chosen  from  the  people  as 
well  as  itself,  will  naturally  be  swayed  by  the  authority  of  so  powerful 
an  accuser?  No :  in  order  to  preserve  the  dignity  of  the  people  and 
ihe  security  of  the  subject,  the  legislative  part  which  represents  the 
people  must  bring  in  its  charge  before  the  legislative  part  which  repre- 
sents the  nubility,  who  have  neither  the  same  interests  nor  the  same 
passions.  .  .  . 

Here,  then,  is  the  (xmdamental  constitution  of  the  government  we  arc 
treating  of.  The  legislative  body  being  composed  of  two  parts,  they 
check  one  another  by  the  mutual  privilege  of  rejecting.  They  are  both 
restrained  by  the  executive  power,  as  the  executive  is  by  the  legislative. 

These  three  poweft  shouli  naturally  form  a  state  of  repose  or  inaction  : 
but,  as  there  is  a  necessity  for  movement  in  the  course  of  human  affairs, 
they  are  forced  to  move,  but  still  in  concert.  .  .  . 

To  prevent  the  executive  power  from  being  able  to  oppress,  it  is  requi- 
site that  the  armies  with  which  it  is  intrusted  should  consist  of  the  people, 
and  have  the  same  spirit  as  the  people,  as  was  the  case  at  Rome  till  the 
time  of  Marius.  To  obtain  this  end,  there  are  only  two  ways  ;  either 
that  the  persons  employed  in  the  army  should  have  sufficient  property 
to  answer  for  their  conduct  to  their  fellow-subjects,  and  be  enlisted  only 
for  a  year,  as  was  customary  at  Rome ;  or,  if  there  should  be  a  standing- 
army  composed  chiefly  of  the  most  despicable  part  of  the  nation,  the 
legislative  power  should  have  a  right  to  disband  them  as  soon  as  it 
pleased  ;  the  soldiers  should  live  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  people  ; 
and  no  separate  camp,  barracks,  or  fortress,  should  be  suffered. 

When  once  an  army  is  established,  it  ought  not  to  depend  immedi- 
ately on  the  legislative,  btil  on  the  exe^^utive,  power;  and  this  from  the 
very  nature  of  the  thing,  its  business  consisting  more  in  action  than 
deliberation.  .  .  . 

In  perusing  the  admirable  treatise  of  Tacitus  on  the  manners  of  the 
Cermans,  we  find  it  is  from  that  nation  the  English  have  borrowed  the 
idea  of  their  political  government.  Tliis  beautiful  system  was  invented 
first  in  the  woods. 

As  ail  human  things  have  an  end,  the  state  we  are  speaking  of  will 
lose  its  liberty,  will  perish.     Have  not  Rome,  Sparta,  and  Carthage, 
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perished?     It  will  perish  when  the  legislative  power  shall  be  more  cor- 
rujjt  than  the  executive. 

It  is  not  my  business  to  examine  whether  the  English  actually  enjoy 
this  hberty,  or  not.     Sufificient  it  is  for  my  purpose  to  observe,  that  it  is 
[established  by  their  laws ;  and  I  inquire  no  farther. 

M.  [Charles  de  Sectmdat]   de  \tontesquieu.  7/tf  Spirit  of  Laws  {Complete 
H'orksy  1,  Dublin,  1777),  B^iok  XI,  ch.  vi.,  t^Z-2t2 paisiM. 


52.    **The  Law  in  all  our  Provinces*'  (iJS?) 

BY   EDMUND    BURKE 
BiljHugraphy  as  in  No.  44  above. 

IT  has  been  ati  old  complaint,  that  it  is  not  easy  to  bring  American 
governors  to  justice  for  mismanagements  in  their  province,  or  to 
make  ihem  refund  to  the  injured  people  the  wealth  raised  by  their 
extortions.  Against  such  governors  at  present  there  are  three  kinds  of 
remedy  ;  the  privy  council,  the  king's  l>ench,  and  the  parliament.  The 
council  on  just  cause  of  complaint  may  remove  the  governor  ;  the  power 
of  the  council  seems  to  extend  no  further.  The  king's  bench  may 
punish  the  governors  for  their  offences  committed  in  America,  as  if 
done  in  England,  The  power  of  parliament  is  unlimited  in  the  ways  of 
enquiry  into  the  crime,  or  of  punishing  it.  The  first  of  these  remedies 
can  never  be  sufficient  to  terrify  a  governor  grown  rich  by  iniquity,  and 
willing  to  retire  quietly,  though  dishonourably,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  it. 
The  king's  bench,  or  any  other  merely  law  court,  seems  equally  insuffi- 
cient for  this  purpose,  because  offences  in  government,  though  very 
grievous,  can  hardly  ever  be  so  accurately  defined  as  to  be  a  proper 
object  of  any  court  of  justice,  bound  up  by  forms  and  the  rigid  letter 
of  the  law.  The  parliament  is  equal  to  every  thing  ;  but  whether  party, 
and  other  bars  to  a  quick  and  effectual  proceeding  may  not  here  Seave 
the  provinces  as  much  unreiiressed  as  in  the  other  courts,  I  shall  not 

[  take  upon  me  to  determine. 

The  hw  in  all  our  provinces,  besides  those  acts  which  from  time  lo 
time  they  have  made  for  themselves,  is  the  common  Jaw  of  England, 
the  old  statute  law,  and  a  great  part  of  the  new,  which  in  looking  over 

ft  their  laws  I  find  many  of  our  settlements  have  adopted,  with  very  little 
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choice  ur  iliiKjrclion.  Am]  indeed  the  laws  of  England,  if  in  the  long 
period  n(  their  durattim  they  have  had  many  iraprovements,  so  they 
have  ^rijtvn  more  tedious,  perplexed,  and  intricate,  by  the  heaping  up 
many  abtinc*  in  one  age,  and  the  attempts  to  remove  them  in  another. 
Theie  infant  *eti)cinentH  surely  demanded  a  more  simple,  clear,  and 
determinate  legislation,  though  it  were  of  somewhat  an  homelier  kind ; 
lawt  fuitcd  to  the  time,  to  their  country,  and  the  nature  of  their  new  way 
of  life,  \fnny  thing*  stilt  subsist  in  the  law  of  England,  which  are  built 
upon  causes  and  reason*  that  have  long  ago  ceased  ;  many  things  are  in 
ihoM  Uw»  suitable  to  Krighmd  iinly.  Hut  the  whole  weight  of  this  ill- 
agrceing  mua^  which  neither  we  nor  our  fathers  were  well  able  to  bear, 
i%  laid  upon  the  nhoulders  of  these  colonics,  by  which  a  spirit  of  con- 
dition w  raised,  and  arm*  offensive  and  defensive  are  supplied  to  keep 
up  and  exercise  this  spirit,  by  the  intricacy  and  unsuitableness  of  the 
bwt  to  their  object.  And  thus  in  many  of  our  settlements  the  lawyers 
Ittvc  satheretl  to  themselves  the  greatest  i)art  of  the  wealth  of  the  cotm- 
iry ;  men  of  less  use  in  such  eiitablishnients  than  in  more  settled  coun- 
trie*,  where  the  number  of  |)eople  naturally  sets  many  apart  from  the 
OOO^pttliotM  of  husbandry,  arts,  or  commerce.  Certainly  our  American 
brctlmi  m^ht  well  have  carriei)  with  them  the  privileges  which  make 
iIm  I^Ofy  aad  bappkicss  of  Englishmen,  without  t.dting  them  encnmbered 
with  aU  that  load  of  matter,  perhaps  so  useless  at  home,  without  doabc 
ao  extrrmcly  prejudicial  in  the  colooies. 

^CdHMmd   Surke],  .-i/t  McauMi  of  tkt  Europtan  SMltments  m  Amurwat 
(London,  1760),  It,  302-504 


53.    The  Etfect  of  Royal  Instructions  (1764) 

»Y   LATR  GOVBRNOR  TBOflL^  POWJJALL 

PbwiMll  waa  the  raoU  constder«te  and  liberal  of  the  Masnchusetis  royal  governots 
(1757-1760),  and  wa»  later  govrr-:  -  '  ^  ■•'^  •  >-  .|--i7  m-  thought  and  wn>te  much 
un    toliirtiftl    a<lniiiiifttialii;n.  ^  I  Sit^Mdt  \\  153-170; 

CbaiuHiig  arid  Hart.  UutUt^  $  '    .  1        ,     -  >>f  EngUsh  cuntrol,  ace 

C»nttmfiort$rw,  I,  ch.  vii, 

L^PON   suc)i   review  it  will  appear,  under  this  first  general  head,  in 
vinous  .i»>tiijn.'.b,  that  the  two  great  points  which  die  Colonists 
lahotir  to  Miftblish,  is  the  exercise  of  their  several  nghts  and  privileges. 
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as  founded  in  the  rights  of  an  Engiishman ;  and  secoiKlly,  as  what  they 
suppose  to  be  a  necessary  measure  in  a  subordinate  government,  the 
keeping  in  their  own  hands  the  command  of  the  revenue,  and  the  pay 
of  the  officers  of  government,  as  a  security  of  their  conduct  towards 
them. 

Under  the  first  head  come  all  the  disputes  about  the  King's  instruc- 
tions, and  the  governor's  power,  as  founded  on  them. 

The  King's  commission  to  his  governor,  which  grants  the  power  of 
government,  and  directs  the  caUing  of  a  legislature,  and  the  establishing 
courts,  at  the  same  time  that  it  fixes  the  governor's  power,  according  to 
the  several  powers  and  directions  granted  and  appointed  by  the  com- 
mission and  instructions,  adds,  "and  by  snch  furf her  powers^  instruc- 
tions^ and  authorities,  as  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  be  granted  or 
appointed  you,  under  our  signet  or  sign  manual,  or  by  our  order  in  our 
privy  council."  It  should  here  seem,  that  the  same  power  which  framed 
the  commission,  with  this  clause  in  it,  could  also  issue  its  future  orders 
and  instructions  in  consequence  thereof :  but  the  people  of  the  colonies 
say,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  colonies  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges 
of  Englishmen ;  that  they  have  a  right  to  participate  in  the  legislative 
power ;  and  that  00  commands  of  the  crown,  by  orders  in  councilj, 
instructions,  or  letters  from  Secretaries  of  State,  are  binding  upon  them, 
further  than  they  please  to  acquiesce  under  such,  and  conform  their  o7vn 
actions  thereto;  that  they  hold  this  right  of  legislature,  not  derived 
from  the  grace  and  will  of  the  crown,  and  depending  on  the  commis- 
sion which  continues  at  the  will  of  the  crown  ;  that  this  right  is  inherent 
and  essential  to  the  community,  as  a  community  of  Englishmen  :  and 
that  therefore  they  must  have  all  the  rights,  privileges,  and  full  and  free 
exercise  of  their  own  will  and  liberty  in  making  laws,  which  are  neces- 
saiy  to  that  act  of  legislation,  —  uncontrouled  by  any  power  of  the 
crown,  or  of  the  governor,  preventing  or  suspending  that  act ;  and,  that 
the  clause  in  the  commission,  directing  the  governor  to  call  together  a 
legislature  by  his  writs,  is  declarative  and  not  creative  ;  and  therefore 
he  is  directed  to  act  conformably  to  a  right  actually  already  existing  in 
the  people,  &c. 

When  I  speak  of  full  uncontrouled  independent  powers  of  debate  and 
result,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  framing  bills  and  passing  them  into  laws, 
uncontrouled  by  any  power  of  the  crown  or  of  the  governor,  as  an 
essential  property  of  a  free  legislature ;  I  find  some  persons  in  the 
colonies  imagine,  that  I  represent  the  colonies  as  claiming  a  power  of 
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legislature  independent  of  the  King's  or  governor's  negative.  —  These 
gentlemen  knowing  that  it  is  not  my  intention  to  do  injustice  to  the 
colonies,  wish  ine  so  to  explain  this  matter,  that  it  may  not  bear  even 
the  interprttaiion  of  such  a  charge  —  I  do  therefore  here  desire,  that 
the  reader  will  give  his  attention  to  distinguish  a  full,  free,  uncontrouled, 
independent  power,  in  the  act  of  legislation,  —  from  a  full,  free,  uncon- 
trouled,  independent  power,  of  carrying  the  results  of  that  legislation 
into  effect,  independent  either  of  the  Governor's  or  King's  negative. 
The  first  right  is  thai  which  I  represent  the  Colonists  claiming,  as  a  right 
essentia!  tu  the  very  existence  of  the  legislature :  The  second  is  what  is 
also  essential  to  the  nature  of  a  subordinate  legislature,  and  what  the 
Colonists  never  call  in  question.  That  therefore  the  point  here  meant 
to  be  staled  as  in  debate,  is,  Whether  a  subordinate  legislature  can  be 
instructed,  restricted,  and  conlrouled,  in  the  very  act  of  legislation? 
whether  the  King's  instructions  or  letters  from  secretaries  of  stale,  and 
such  like  significations  of  his  Majesty's  will  and  pleasure,  is  a  due  and 
constitutional  application  of  the  governors,  or  of  Ihe  royal  negative? — 
The  Colonists  constantly  deny  it,  — ami  ministr>\  otherwise  such  instruc- 
tions woulil  not  be  given,  constantly  maintain  it.  After  experience  of 
the  confusion  and  obstruction  which  this  diibilable  point  hath  occasioned 
to  business,  it  is  lime  surely  that  it  were  some  way  or  other  determined. 
I  do  not  here  enter  inlo  the  discussion  of  this  point ;  I  only  endeavour 
fairly  to  state  it,  as  I  think  it  is  a  matter  which  ought  to  be  settled  some 
way  or  other,  and  ought  no  longer  to  remain  in  contention,  that  the 
several  matters  which  stand  in  instruction,  and  in  dispute  in  consequence 
of  it,  may  be  finally  placed  upon  iheir  right  grounds;  in  the  doing  of 
which  it  must  come  under  consideration,  how  far  the  crown  has  or  has 
not  a  right  to  direct  or  restrict  the  legishvture  of  the  colonies,  —  or  if 
the  crown  has  not  this  power,  what  department  of  government  has,  and 
how  it  ought  to  be  exercised  ;  — or  whether  in  fact  or  deed,  the  people 
of  the  colonies,  having  every  right  to  the  full  powers  of  government,  and 
to  a  whoU  U^iilative p<}wet\  are  under  this  claim  entitled  in  the  powers 
of  legislature  and  the  administration  of  government,  to  use  and  exercise 
in  conformity  lo  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  the  same,  full,  free,  inde- 
pendent, unrestrained  power  and  legislative  will  in  their  several  corpora- 
tions, and  under  the  King's  commission  and  their  respective  charters,  as 
the  government  and  legislature  of  Great  Britain  holds  by  its  constitution, 
and  under  the  great  <  hjrter. 

Thomas  Pownall^  Tkt  Administration  of  the  Colonies  (London,  1765),  39-43. 
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BY    GOVERNOR    WILLIAM    COSBV 

Cosby  was  governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey  from  1731  to  1736.  His  request 
is  such  as  all  the  governors  were  in  the  habit  of  making.  —  Bibliography :  Winsor, 
Narrative  and  Critical  History,  V,  ch.  iii. —  On  Colonial  government  in  general: 
Chaoniag  and  Hart,  Guide^  §§  133,  147;   Joseph  Story,  Commentaries,  §§  152-178. 

My  Lord, 

I  HAVE  y*  honour  to  aquainte  your  Grace  that  M'  Smith  Secretary 
of  y*  Jarsys  dyed  last  Tuesday  was  seven'  this  is  reckoned  one  of 
y*  Tijost  considerable  places  belonging  to  these  Provinces,  &  yelt  brings 
inn  noe  more  then  450^/  a  year,  supposeing  that  the  jjossesor  it  was 
to  doe  y*  duty  himself,  which  y'  deseasd  Gent"'"*  never  did  notwithstand- 
ing he  had  it  for  above  fifteen  years,  it  was  executed  by  two  deputies, 
one  for  the  East  division  and  y*  other  for  West>  the  Secretary  himself 
generally  Uving  at  Philadelfia,  so  that  y*  place  was  to  him  a  sinecure. 
In  this  way  the  Depulys  gave  him  snffitient  security,  that  of  y*  East  paid 
him  80"  a  year,  &  that  of  y*  West  payd  him,  180^'.  a  year,  which  all  in 
sterling  money  makes  about,  1  70",  I  have  a  very  good  Caracter  of  the 
Deputys,  therefore  have  continued  them  upon  y*  same  footing  under  my 
son  Billy  whom  I  have  named,  untill  farther  orders  from  your  (irace, 
not  doubting  but  that  out  of  your  wanted  goodness  and  indtilgent  care 
of  us  your  Grace  will  further  be  so  kind  as  to  give  it  to  him  ;  besides 
it  will  give  me  a  little  more  power  in  that  Province  then  I  had  which 
I  doe  assure  your  Grace  is  greatly  wanting  to  Governers  in  these  parts, 
for  y*  Secretarys  and  their  Deputys  think  themselves  intirely  indepen- 
dent of  )*•  Governers  and  allmost  act  accordingly  which  is  a  ver>'  great 
hindrance  to  y*  King's  affairs,  (I  doe  not  spake  as  to  myself  for  I  make 
y*  right  use  of  M""  Clarke  he  is  my  first  minister)  espelially  at  this  time, 
since  I  am  sorr>'  to  inform  your  Grace,  that  y*  example  and  spirit  of  the 
\  Boston  people  begins  to  spread  amongst  these  Colonys  In  a  most  pro- 
digious maner,  I  had  more  trouble  to  nianige  these  people  ihen  I 
could  have  imagined,  however  for  this  time  I  have  done  pritty  well  with 
them ;  I  wish  I  may  come  off  as  well  with  them  of  y'  Jarsys. 
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My  Lord  Augustus  is  with  me,  he  is  of  alt  y*  young  people  that  I  have 
seen  the  most  agreeable  &  unaflTected  with  y*  finest  notions  of  honesty 
and  honour  backed  with  a  most  excelant  usefull  understanding,  and 
if  I  mistake  not  will  turn  out  a  very  clever  man.  Grace  and  the  little 
family  joyns  in  their  humble  service  to  your  Grace  and  the  Duches, 
I  have  sent  My  Lady  L>uc[hess]  a  live  beaver,  it  will  eat  frute  or  roots 
of  any  kinde,  it  must  be  keept  near  y*  round  or  square  ponds 
I  am  My  Lord 

Your  Grace  most  oblidged 

and  faithful!  servant 

W  Cosby 

1  beg  my  service  to  Miss  Betty. 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Documents  relative  to  Uu  Colonial  History  0/  tfu 
State  ofNew-York  (Albany,  1855),  V»  936-937. 
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(1737/8) 

BV    THE    LORDS    COMMISSIONERS    FOR    TRADE   AND    PLANTATIONS 


The  extracts  below  arc  in  the  general  form  xjserl  in  sending  out  all  the  governors. 
In  the  provincial  governments  the  instructions  to  call  assemblies  and  constitute  courts 
gave  privileges  similar  to  those  of  the  charter  colonics. —  liibliography  :  E.  B.  Greene, 
List  0/  Govrrtiors'  Iitstnuiions,  in  Ameruan  Hixtorual  Kei'tfiV,  III,  170, 

GEORGE  the  second  by  the  Grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain  France 
and  Ireland  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith  &c.  To  Our  Trusty 
and  Wellbelov'd  Lewis  \f orris  Senior  Esq'  Greeting.  .  .  .  know  You 
that  we  reposing  especial  Trust  and  confidence,  in  the  Prudence  Cour- 
age and  Loyalty  of  you  the  said  Lewis  Morris,  of  Our  especial  Grace 
certain  knowledge  and  meer  Motion  t^ave  thought  fit  to  constitute  and 
appoint  &  by  these  presents  do  constitute  &  appoint  you  the  said  Lewis 
Morris  to  be  our  Captain  Gen'  &  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  Our 
Province  of  Nova  Csesarea  or  New  Jersey  viz'  the  Division  of  East  & 
West  New  Jersey  in  America,  which  we  have  thought  fitt  to  re-unite 
into  One  Province  and  settle  under  one  entire  Government. 

And  we  do  hereby  require  and  command  you  to  do  and  execute  all 
things  in  due  manner  that  shall  belong  unto  your  said  Command  and 
the  Trust  We  have  reposed  in  you,  according  to  the  several  powers  and 
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Directions  granied  or  appointed  you  by  ihis  Present  Commission  and 
the  Instnictiims  and  authorities  herewith  given  you,  or  by  such  further 
Powers  Instructions  ami  Authorities  as  shall  at  any  time  hereafter  be 
granted  or  appointe*!  you  under  our  Signet  and  sign  Manual  or  by  Our 
Order  in  our  Privy  Council  and  according  to  such  reasonable  Laws  and 
Statutes  as  now  are  in  force  or  hereafter  shall  be  made  and  agreed  upon 
by  you  with  the  Advice  and  consent  of  Our  Council  &  the  Assembly  of 
Our  said  Province  under  your  Government  in  such  Manner  and  Form 
as  is  hereafter  expressed. 

And  Our  VVjll  &  Pleasure  is,  that  yovi  the  said  I^wis  Morris,  after 
the  Publication  of  these  Our  Letters  Patents,  do  in  the  first  Place  lake 
the  Oaths  appointed  to  be  taken  by  an  -Act  passed  in  the  First  Year 
of  Our  late  Royall  Father's  Reign  Entil^  .4n  A(t  for  the  further  Security 
of  His  Afajesty's  Person  ami  Government^  and  the  Succession  of  the 
Crown  in  the  Heirs  of  the  Lite  Princess  Sophia  being  Protestants^  And 
'  for  Extinguishing  the  Hopes  of  the  Pretended  Prince  of  Waies  <5^  his 
open  and  secret  Abettors :  As  also  that  you  make  and  subscribe  the 
Declaration  mention'd  in  the  Act  of  Parliament  made  in  the  25'^  Year 
of  the  Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second  Entituled  an  Act  for  prevent- 
ing Dangers  which  may  happen  from  Popish  Recusants  and  likewise  that 
you  take  the  usual  Oath  for  the  due  Execution  of  the  Office  and  Trust 
of  Our  Captain  Geni  &  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  our  said  Province 
of  Nova  Csesarea  or  New  Jersey  as  well  with  regard  to  the  due  and 
impartial  Administration  of  Justice  as  otherwise,  and  further  that  you 
lake  the  Oath  required  to  be  taken  by  Governors  of  Plantations  to  do 
their  utmost  that  the  several  Lnws  relating  to  Trade  and  the  Plantations 
be  observ'd.  .  .  . 

And  We  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  Power  and  Authority 
to  Suspend  any  of  the  Members  of  Our  said  Council,  from  sitting  voting 
and  Assisting  therein  if  you  shall  find  just  cause  for  so  doing. 

And  if  it  shall  at  any  time  happen  that  by  the  Death  departure  out 
of  Our  said  Province  or  Suspension  of  any  of  Our  said  Councillors  or 
otherwise  there  shall  be  a  Vacancy  in  Our  said  Council  (any  three 
whereof  We  do  hereby  appoint  to  be  a  Quorum)  Our  Will  &  Ple.^suri-: 
is  that  you  Signify  the  same  unto  Us  by  the  first  Opportunity  that  We 
may  under  Our  Signet  and  Sign  Manual  constitute  and  appoint  others 
in  their  Stead.  .  .  . 

And  we  do  hereby  give  &  grant  unto  You  full  Power  and  Authority 
with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  Our  said  Council  from  time  to  time  as 


'56 


The  Colonial  Governor 


[1737-1738 


need  shall  require  to  Summon  and  call  General  Assemblies  of  the  said 
Freeholders  and  Planters  within  your  Government  in  manner  and  form 
as  shall  be  directed  in  Our  Instructions  which  shall  be  given  You  together 
with  this  Our  Commission.  .  .  . 

And  You  .  .  .  with  the  Consent  of  Our  said  Council  and  Assembly 
or  a  Major  Part  of  them  respectively  shall  have  fiill  Power  and  Authority 
to  make  constitute  and  ordain  L^iws  Statutes  and  Ordinances  for  the 
Publick  Peace  Welfare  and  Good  Government  of  Our  said  Province  and 
of  the  People  and  Inhabitants  thereof  and  such  others  as  shall  resort 
thereto  and  for  the  Benefit  of  Us  Our  Heirs  and  Successors  which  said 
Laws  Statutes  &  Ordinances  are  not  to  be  repugnant  but  as  near  as  may 
be  agreable  to  the  Laws  and  Statutes  of  this  Our  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  Provided  that  all  such  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordinances  of  what 
Nature  or  duration  soever  be  within  three  Months  or  sooner  after  the 
making  thereof  transmitted  imto  Us  under  Our  Seal  of  Nova  Caesaria  or 
New-Jersey  for  Our  Approbation  or  disallowance  of  the  same,  As  also 
Duplicates  thereof  by  the  next  Conveyance. 

And  in  Case  any  or  all  of  the  said  Laws,  Statutes  and  Ordinances 
(being  not  before  confirm'd  by  Us)  shall  at  any  time  be  disallowed  and 
not  approved  and  so  Signify'd  by  Us  Our  Heirs  and  Successors  under 
Our  or  their  Privy  Council  unto  you  ...  or  to  the  Commander  in  Chief 
of  Our  said  Province  for  the  time  being  then  such  and  so  many  of  the 
said  Laws  Statutes  and  Ordinances  as  shall  be  so  disallowed  &  not  ap- 
proved shall  from  thenceforth  cease  determine  and  become  utterly  void 
and  of  none  Effect  anything  to  the  contrary  thereof  notwithstanding. 

And  to  the  end  that  nothing  may  be  passed  or  done  by  Our  said 
Council  OT  .-Assembly  to  the  Prejudice  of  Us  Our  Heirs  &  Successors 
We  will  and  Ordain  that  You  .  .  .  shall  have  and  enjoy  a  Negative 
Voice  in  the  making  and  passing  of  all  Laws  Statutes  &  Ordinances  as 
aforesaid. 

.And  you  shall  and  may  likewise  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  Judge 
it  necessary  adjourn  prorogue  and  dissolve  all  General  Assemblys  as 
aforesaid.  .  .  . 

And  we  do  further  by  these  Presents  give  and  grant  unto  you  .  .  . 
full  Power  &  Authority  with  the  Advice  and  Consent  of  Our  said 
Council  to  erect  constitute  and  establish  such  and  so  many  Courts  of 
Judicature  and  Publrck  Justice  within  Our  said  Province  under  your  Gov- 
ernment as  you  and  they  shall  think  fit  and  necessary  for  the  hearing 
uod  determining  of  all  Causes  as  well  Criminal  as  Civil  according  to  Law 


No  55] 


A  Governor's  Commission 


»5/ 


[  and  Equity  and  for  awarding  of  Execution  thereupon  with  all  reasonable 

[&  necessary  Powers  Authorities,  Fees  and  Privileges  belonging  thereto 

^As  also  to  appoint  and  Commissionate  fit  Persons  in  the  several  parts  of 
your  Government  to  Administer  the  Oaths  mentioned.  .  .  . 

And  \\c  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  full  Power  and  Authority 
where  you  shall  see  Cause  or  shall  Judge  any  Offender  or  Offenders  in 
Criminal  Matters  or  for  any  Fines  or  Forfeitures  due  unto  Us  fit  Objects 

'  of  Our  Mercy  to  pardon  all  such  Offenders  and  to  remit  all  such  Offences 

I  Fines  and  Forfeitures,  Treason  and  Willfui  Murder  alone  excepted  in 
rhich  Cases  you  shall  likewise  have  Power  upon  extraordinary  Occasions 

I  to  grant  Reprieves  to  the  Offenders  until  and  to  the  Intent  Our  Royal 

}  Pleasure  may  be  known  therein, 

VVc  do  by  these  Presents  Authorize  and  Irapower  you  to  Collate  any 

i  Person  or  Persons  to  any  Churches  Chappels  or  other  Ecclesiastical 
Benefices  within  Our  said  Province  as  any  of  thera  shall  happen  to  be 
void. 

And  We  do  hereby  give  and  grant  unto  you  ...  by  your  Self  or 
by  your  Capt  &  Commanders  by  you  to  be  Authorized  full  Power  and 
Authority  to  Levy  Arm  Muster  Command  and  Employ  all  persons 
whatsoever  residing  within  Our  said  Province  of  Nova  Cxsaria  or 
New  Jersey  under  your  (JovernmenL  and  as  Occasion  shall  serve  to 
March  from  one  Place  to  another  or  to  embark  them  for  the  resisting 
and  withstanding  of  all  Enemies  Pirates  Rebels  both  at  Sea  and 
Land  and  to  Transport  such  Forces  to  any  of  Our  Plantations  in  Amer- 
ica (if  necessity  shall  require  for  the  Defence  of  the  same  against  the 
Invasion  or  Attempts  of  any  of  Our  Enemies  and  such  Enemies  Pirates 
and  Rebels,  if  there  shall  be  Occasion  to  pursue  &  prosecute  in  or  out 
of  the  Limits  of  Our  said  Province  and  Plantations  or  any  of  thera  and 
if  it  shall  so  please  God  them  to  vanquish  apprehend  and  take  and  being 

j  taken  either  according  to  Law  to  put  to  Death  or  keep  and  preserve  alive 
at  your  Discretion  and  to  Execute  Martial  I^nw  in  time  of  Invasion  or 
other  times  when  by  Law  it  may  be  Executed  and  to  do  and  Execute 
all  and  ever)'  other  thing  and  things  which  to  Our  Cap',  General  and 
Gov^  in  Chief  doth  or  ought  of  Right  to  belong.  .  .  . 

Provided  Nevertheless  that  all  dist>rders  and  Misileameanours  com- 
mitted on  Shore  by  any  Cap',  Commander  Lieu'  Master  Officer  Seaman 

I  Soldier  or  other  Person  whalsoever  belonging  to  any  of  Our  Ships  of 
War  or  other  Vessels  acting  by  immediate  Commission  or  Warrant  from 
Our  said  Commiss"  for  Executing  the  Office  of  Our  High  Admiral  or 
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from  Our  High  Admiral  of  Great  Britain  for  the  time  being  unJer  the 
Seal  of  Our  Admiralty  may  be  iryed  and  punished  according  to  the  I^ws 
of  the  Place  where  any  such  Disorders  Offences  and  Misdemeanors  shall 
be  coraraitted  on  Shore.  ,  .  . 

Instructions  to  our  Trusty  and  Wellbeloved  Lewis  Morris  Esqr  Our 
Capt?  Oeneral  and  Governor  in  chief  in  and  over  Our  Province  of  Nova 
Ciesarea  or  New  Jersey  in  America  Given  at 

First  With  these  Our  In[s]tructions  you  will  receive  Our  Commissr 
under  Our  Great  Seal  of  Great  Britain,  constituting  you  Our  Capt"  General 
&  Governor  in  chief  in  &  over  Our  Province  of  New  Jersey,  You  are  there- 
fore with  all  convenient  speed  to  repair  to  Our  said  Province  and  being 
there  arrived  you  are  to  take  upon  you  the  Execution  of  the  Place  and 
Trust  We  have  reposed  in  you  and  forthwith  to  call  together  the  follow- 
ing persons,  whom  We  do  by  these  Presents  constitute  &  apjx)int  mem- 
bers of  Our  Council  in  and  for  that  Province.  .  .  , 

3  You  are  forthwith  to  communicate  unto  Our  said  Council,  such  and 
so  many  of  these  Our  Instructions,  wherein  their  Advice  &  Consent  are 
required,  as  Hkewise  all  such  others  from  time  to  time  as  you  shall  find 
convenient  for  Our  Service  to  be  imparted  to  them. 

4  You  are  to  permit  the  Members  of  Our  said  Council  to  have  and 
enjoy  Freedom  of  debate  and  Vote  in  all  Affairs  of  publick  Concern  that 
may  be  debated  in  Cotmcil,  ,  .  . 

8  And  in  the  choice  &  Nomination  of  the  Members  of  Our  said  Coun- 
cil, as  also  of  the  Chief  Officers,  Judges,  Assistants,  Justices  and  Sheriffs, 
you  are  always  to  take  care  that  they  be  men  of  good  Life  and  well 
affected  to  Our  Government,  of  good  Estates  &  Abilities  &  not  necessi- 
tious  People. 

9  You  are  neither  to  augment  nor  diminish  the  Number  of  Our  said 
Council,  as  it  is  already  established,  nor  to  suspend  any  of  the  members 
thereof  without  Goixl  and  sufficient  Cause,  nor  without  the  Consent  of 
the  Majority  of  the  said  Council.  .  .  . 

12.  And  Ot4r  Will  ^  Pkasure  is  that  with  all  convenient  speed  you 
call  together  one  Gen!  Assembly  for  the  enacting  of  Laws  for  the  joint 
and  mutual  Good  of  the  whole  Province.  .  .  . 

14.  You  are  to  observe  in  the  passing  of  Laws  that  the  Stile  of  Enact- 
ing the  same  be  by  the  Govern!'  Council  &:  Assembly  and  no  other  ;  you 
are  also  as  much  as  possible  to  observe  in  the  passing  of  all  Laws  that 
what  ever  may  be  requisite  upon  each  different  matter  be  accordingly 
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provided  for,  by  a  different  Law,  without  inlermixing  in  one  &  the  same 
Act  such  things,  as  have  no  proper  Relation  to  each  other  and  you  are 
more  especially  to  take  Care  that  no  Clause  or  Clauses  be  inserted  in 
or  annexed  to  any  Act,  which  shall  be  foreign  to  what  the  Title  of  such 
respective  Act  imports,  and  that  no  perpetual  Clause  be  made  part  of 
any  temporary  Law,  and  that  no  Act  whatsoever  be  suspended,  alter'd, 
contmued,  revived  or  repealed  by  Gen'  Words,  but  that  the  Title  and 
Date  of  such  Act  so  suspended  alter'd,  continued,  revived  or  repeal'd 
be  particularly  mentioned  and  expressed  in  the  enacting  part.  .  .  . 

17.  It  is  Our  express  H'iil  &*  Pleasure  that  no  Law  for  raisF  any  Im- 
position on  Wines  or  other  strong  Licijuors,  be  made  to  continue  for  less 
than  one  whole  Year,  and  that  all  other  Laws  made  for  the  Supply  &  Sup- 
port of  the  Governra'  shall  be  indefinite  and  without  Limitation,  except 
the  same  be  for  a  Temporary  Service,  and  wh'''*  shall  expire  and  have 
their  full  effect  within  the  time  therein  prefixt. 

18,  And  whereas  several  Laws  have  formerly  been  enacted  for  so  short 
a  time  that  the  Assent  or  Refusal  of  Our  Royal  Predecessors  could  not 
be  had  thereupon  before  the  lime  for  which  such  Laws  were  enacted  did 
expire,  you  shall  not  for  the  future  give  your  Assent  to  any  Law  that  shall 
be  enacted  for  a  less  time  than  two  Years  (except  in  the  Cases  mention'd 
in  the  foregoing  Article).  And  you  shall  not  re-enact  any  Law  to  which 
the  Assent  of  Us  or  Our  Royal  Predecessors  has  once  been  refused  with- 
out Express  Leave  for  that  Purpose  first  obtained  from  Us.  .  ,  . 

20.  .  .  .  We  do  hereby  will  and  require  you  not  to  pass  or  give  your 
Consent  hereafter  to  any  Bill  or  Bills  in  the  .'\ssembly  of  Our  said  Province 
of  unusual  and  extraordinary  Nature  and  importance,  wherein  Our  Pre- 
rogative, or  the  Property  of  Our  Subjects  may  be  prejudiced,  or  the  Trade 
or  Shipping  of  this  Kingdom  any  ways  affected,  until  you  shall  have  first 
transmitted  to  Us  the  Draught  of  such  a  Bill  or  Bills  and  shall  have 
receiv'd  Our  Royal  Pleasure  thereupon  unless  you  take  care  in  the  pass- 
ing of  any  Bill  of  such  Nature  as  before  mention'd  that  there  be  a  Clause 
inserted  therein,  suspending  &  deferring  the  Execution  thereof  until  Our 
Pleasure  shall  be  known  concerning  the  same  :  And  it  is  Our  express 
Will  (s*  Pleasure  that  no  Duty  shall  be  laid  in  the  Province  under  Your 
Government  upon  British  Shipping  or  upon  the  Product  or  Manufacture 
of  Great  Britain,  And  that  you  do  not  upon  Pain  of  Our  highest  Displeas- 
ure give  your  Assent  to  any  Law  whatsoever,  wherein  the  Natives  or 
Inhabitants  of  New  Jersey  are  put  on  a  more  Advantageous  footing  than 
those  of  this  Kingdom.  .  .  . 
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2  2.  You  are  to  transmit  Authentick  Copies  of  all  Laws,  Statutes  and 
Ordinances  that  are  now  made  and  in  force  which  have  not  yet  been 
sent  or  which  at  any  tin:ie  hereafter  shall  be  made  or  enacted  within  the 
said  Province.  .  .  . 

26.  Whereas  several  Inconveniencies  have  arisen  to  Our  Governments 
in  the  Plantations  by  Gifts  and  Presents  made  to  Oar  Governors  by  the 
General  Assemblies  You  are  therefor  to  propose  unto  the  Assembly 
at  their  first  meeting,  after  your  Arrival,  and  to  use  your  utmost  Endeav- 
ours with  them  that  an  Act  be  pass'd  for  raising  and  settling  a  publick 
Revenue  for  defraying  the  necessary  Charge  of  the  Government  of  Our 
said  Province,  And  that  therein  Provision  be  particularly  made  for  a 
compeiant  Salar)',  to  yourself  .  .  . 

29.  Whereas  great  Prejudice  may  happen  to  Our  Service  and  the  Secu- 
rity of  Our  said  Province  under  your  Government  by  your  absence  from 
these  parts,  you  are  not  upon  any  pretence  whatsoever  to  come  to  Europe 
from  your  Government  without  having  first  obtained  Leave  for  so  doing, 
under  Our  Signet  and  Sign  Manuel  or  by  our  Order  in  Our  Privy  Coun- 
cil. .  .  . 

36.  You  shall  not  displace  any  of  the  Judges,  Justices,  Sheriffs,  or  other 
Officers  or  ministers  within  Our  Said  Province  without  good  and  sufficient 
Cause  to  be  signified  unto  Us  and  to  Our  said  Coram?  for  Trade  and 
Plantations,  .  .  . 

42.  You  are  lo  take  care  that  no  Man's  life,  Member,  Freehold  or 
Gootls  be  taken  away,  or  harmed  in  Our  said  Province  otherwise  thSin 
by  established  &  known  I-aws,  not  repugnant  to,  but  as  much  as  may  be 
agreeable  lo  the  I^ws  of  this  Kingdom.  .  .  . 

44.  You  shall  endeavour  to  get  a  Law  pass'd  (if  not  already  done)  for 
the  restraining  of  any  inhuman  Severity,  which  by  ill  Masters,  or  Over- 
seers may  be  used  towards  their  Christian  Servants,  and  their  Slaves,  and 
that  provision  be  made  therein,  that  the  willful!  killing  of  Indians,  & 
Negroes  may  be  punish'd  with  Death,  and  that  a  fit  Penalty  be  imposed 
for  the  maiming  of  them.  .  .  . 

54.  And  you  are  also  with  the  Assistance  of  the  Council  &  Assembly 
to  find  out  the  t)est  means  to  facilitate  &  encourage  the  Conversion 
of  Negroes,  &  Indians  to  the  Christian  Religion. 

55.  You  are  to  permit  a  Liberty  of  Conscience  to  all  Persons  (except 
Papists)  so  they  be  contented  with  a  quiet  &  Peaceable  Enjoyment  of  the 
same,  not  giving  Offence  or  Scandal  to  the  (iovemment 

56.  You  sh.dl  take  especial  care  that  God  Almighty  be  devoutly  and 
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scrred  tfans^^MMt  yoor  GovenuD*  the  Book  of  Coaimon  Pny 
bf  Law  e9lili6a2i\i  tbmI  cadi  Sonday  &  Holyday,  and  Hie  Blessed' 
:  admiBMtred,  Accmda^  to  the  Rites  of  ikie  Cliiirck  of  E^^ 

67.  Yob  shall  not  upon  any  Oocasaon  whatsoever  fBlrtiliiii  «r  pot 
Exeomkn  aay  Anicies  of  War  or  other  Law  Martul  upon  anj  of 
ntfcctB,  Itihahhants  of  Oar  said  Province,  vithoot  the  Adt*ice  Ifc  i 
rOnr  Comcil  tbeie.  .  .  . 

S5.  And  whereas  in  the  late  War  the  Merchants  &  flaaieis  did 
>  irspoad  and  Trade  vith  Oar  Enemies  and  earn-  Ixitdllgciioe  to 
10  the  great  Prejudice  &  Hazard  of  the  English  PfamtalXNis,  yoa 
Ltherefbre  bf  all  possible  Methods  to  cDdeavoor  to  hinder  all  such ' 
|Uid  Correqiondence  in  time  of  War.  .  .  . 

93.  And  yoQ  are  upon  all  Occasions  to  send  mto  as  bjr  One  of  Our 
'  principal  Secretaries  of  Sute  and  to  Our  Com?  for  Tirade  and  Plant*  a 
particular  Acd  of  all  your  Proceedings  &  of  the  Condition  of  Aflairs 
m-ithin  your  Gorcmxnent. 

WiUiara  A.  Wliitehead,  editor.  DMumemis  reictimg  to  the  CoimM  Hisit^  tf 
tki  SiaU  tfNevJeruy  (Newaric,  1883),  Vl,  3-51  passim^  ^ 


56.    One  Thousand  Pounds  for  a  Governorship 

(1740) 

BY   SECRETARY    GEORGE   CLARKE,    JR. 

Garke's  father  came  to  New  York  as  secretary  of  the  province;  later  he  Mtta- 
factoriiy  administered  the  affairs  of  New  York  as  lieutenant-governor.  The  letter 
is  directed  to  Lord  Delaware.  —  Bibliography ;  \Vinsof,  AVimaAtir  «W  C>ilK«l 
fiittory,  Y,  aoa 

My  Lord. 

MY  father  since  his  being  appointed  His  Maj"*  Lieut :  Gov*  of 
New  York,  has  in  all  his  letters  to  M'  Walpole  Auditor  Gen'  and 
his  other  friends  here,  represented  that  an  unruly  spirit  of  indcpcndcncv, 
and  disaifection  had  at  last  got  to  such  a  hight  in  that  provinctr,  that  he 
found  the  weight  and  Authority  of  a  Lieut'  Gov%  Ihough  managed  in  the 
best  manner,  would  not  be  able  to  subdue  it :  but  thai  if  His  Majesty 
should  be  pleased  to  invest  him  with  the  Cummission  of  Gov'  in  chief, 
he  had  the  greatest  reason  to  be  assured  that  as  he  had  naturally  the 
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afibctiODS  of  the  people,  he  should  be  Able  when  they  should  know  what 
thiej  had  to  tiitsi  to,  to  cany  oo  His  Maj^  afbin  with  orach  more  suc- 
ceB  at  this  inpoitant  and  critkal  juncture — IT  Walpole  seemed  laildy, 
so  oomvinced  oC  the  truth  of  these  reprrsrinatioiis  that  he  was  pleased 
lo  taty,  he  could  wish.  Your  Lord*  would,  to  frdKtate  His  Ma^  a&ifs, 
move  His  Grace  the  Duke  <S(  Newcastle  in  my  £kthers  £kvtMir.  Encoor- 
aged  by  this  and  by  Your  Ltmi'  *  bte  tevours,  I  most  humbly  pcesume  to 
intreat  your  Lordship,  that  your  Lon)*  would  in  consideration  of  what 
is  above  set  fbffth  be  pleased  lomoive  His  Gnoe  the  Duke  of  Newcastle 
OS  mj  Faihcis  behalf  that  be  may  naooeed  yonr  Lon^  in  that  Govern^. 
This  win  greatly  frohtaite  his  Mj^  afiii^and  as  it  will  be  some  advan- 
tafe  ID  my  iilher,  and  Vonr  Loi^  has  been  put  to  great  chaigc  in  paas- 
■BgYonrConmiiwwOT  enc>  I  ahsl  npon  snch  appoitmcnt  nmneidiiirly 
pijr  Yonr  LowJ^one  thnnTind  Guineas  to  iwlfmniify  Yonr  Lord>  from  any 
lam»  or  eipeaoe  occasioned  ilMrehy,  whsdh  it  al  ifant  the  GoicsaF  there 
'  its  prcscMt  csrcMBStiMoes  awosR  me  to  oHcr  ''^—  1  am 
MyliOtd. 

Your  Losdihips 


Jnne  ae^  i;40« 


(^V«i.) 


E.B. 


^Abm^lVrt  (Almsf^  iSss).  >X  >%-«^ 


57«    A  Governor's  Pcrfuisitcs  ( 1 743- 1 746) 

BT  OOTVMXOm  CBQMSK  dJOSTOgi 
r  <l  X«*  Y««li  ^«ni  1^  jn>  1^^  m  a  1 


No.  57] 


A  Governor*s  Perquisites 


«63 


k 


Whereas  in  Governor  Clinton's  case  there  are  many  strong 
reason's,  to  be  offered  in  support  of  this  application,  For : 

jnd  YYi^  Govern*  of  New  York  will  not  be  near  so  valuable  to  GOv' 
Clinton  as  it  has  been  to  his  predecessors  —  The  Province  of  New  Jersey 
having  always  till  now  been  united  with  New  York,  and  under  the  same  ' 
Government,  and  the  salary  paid  by  New  Jersey  has  always  been  ^looo 
besides  other  considerable  advantages,  so  that  the  making  New  Jersey  a 
separate  and  distinct  Govern'  makes  New  York  at  least  ^looo  a  year 
less  in  value  to  Gov'  Clinton  than  it  was  to  his  predecessors. 

3"*  Former  Governors  had  the  advantage  of  one  of  the  four  companyes, 
besides  the  paying  all  the  four  Company's,  which  were  together  at 
kast^2ooo  per  annum,  but  which  from  the  present  method  of  paying 
those  Company's  Governor  Clinton  will  be  totally  deprived  of. 

4"''  Former  Governours  have  always  had  a  mojety  of  their  salary's 
from  the  date  of  their  Commission  to  the  time  of  their  arrival  in 
New  York,  but  which  from  the  different  method  the  Assembly's  of 
New  York  have  lately  fallen  into  in  raising  and  paying  this  salary, 
Governor  Clinton  will  have  no  advantage  of,  but  from  the  time  he  shall 

tually  arrive  at  New  York,  and  get  an  act  passed  for  that  purpose, 

S*^  Former  Governors  have  likewise  had  considerable  advantages  from 
granting  lands  —  But  (Jovernor  Clinton  can  expect  no  benefit  of  this 
kind,  there  being  now  no  vacant  lands  remaining  to  grant. 

This  Therefore  hoped  it  will  be  thought  reasonable  to  make  Governor 
Clinton  an  allowance,  by  way  of  equipage  money,  towards  assisting  him, 
in  defraying  the  expences  of  fitting  himself  out  for  his  Government  .  .  . 

My  Lord.  [January  26,  1743/4.] 

I  take  the  liberty  to  acquaint  your  Grace  that  Lieut'  Govern^  Clark 
has  told  me  he  proposes  going  from  hence  in  the  spring  with  his  family, 
and  has  strongly  pressed  me  to  trouble  Your  Grace  in  behalf  of  his  son 
Hyde  Clark  who  is  a  Lieut'  in  my  company  here  that  you  would  be 
plensed  to  give  consent  to  his  being  removed  from  hence  into  General 
Oglethorps  Regim'  to  which  the  Lieut'  Govern''  has  wrott  to  the  General, 
whereby  he  hopes  with  the  interest  of  his  Friends  he  may  rise  in  the 
service,  I  shall  be  highly  obliged  to  your  Grace  for  your  concurrance 
and  interest  therein,  for  this  reason,  that  if  Lieut'  Clark  is  removed  there 
will  be  a  vacancy,  and  as  all  my  predecessors  upon  the  occasion  has 
claimed  the  nomination  of  a  successor,  as  an  emolument  of  this  Govern', 
so  I  hope  it  will  be  considered  by  Your  Grace  to  speak  to  S'  Will"  Young 


chat  I  should  be  indulged  with  the  like  priviUd^,  since  so  great  a  part 
ij(  my  income  is  curtailed  by  an  appointment  of  a  Governor  of  the 
/ersey,  and  several  large  perquisites  take  off,  which  before  was  tiiwzys 
ap  api^endix  to  tins  Govern*  and  without  Your  Grace  will  stand  my  &ici>d 
for  me  to  name  tlie  vax:ancy'$  h^re,  I  shall  Ux)^  these  litde  dooceois, 
which  even  the  fieut*  Gov'  has  found  the  advantage  oflC  .  .  . 

MyjDvd.  New  York  10^  June  1746. 

I  must  always  acknowledge  with  a  great  many  thanks  the  many  favours 
I  have  received  from  your  Gra^e  and  particular  the  last  in  obtaining  for 
me  this  government,  tho'  it  has  fallen  hr  short  of  what  it  was  represented 
in  regard  to  the  support  of  a  Governor,  and  to  the  climate,  which  has 
been  fatal  to  one  of  my  family,  nor  have  I  or  any  of  the  rest  enjoyed  any 
share  of  health  since  we  have  been  in  the  Province.  I  am  obliged  to 
send  my  son  out  for  change  of  air,  he  having  had  an  ague  &  feaver  for 
above  this  ten  months,  which  has  wore  him  to  nothing.  Therefore  I  am 
become  a  petitioner  in  behalf  of  my  self  and  family,  to  beg  of  your  Grace 
to  get  me  his  Majesty's  leave  to  come  to  England  for  the  recovery  of 
my  health,  having  very  much  empaired  my  hearing  and  eye  sight. 

As  I  offered  my  service  to  command  the  squadron  to  be  appointed  to 
go  against  Louisbourg,  and  took  it  for  granted  this  present  expedition 
wouki  follow,  and  from  some  hint  I  had  from  home,  I  did  not  think 
I  should  have  failed ;  but  tho'  I  did  not  obtain  it,  I  hope  when  I  have 
leave  to  return  to  England  that  the  Lords  of  the  admiralty  wiU  appoint 
me  some  command  to  come  home  with  from  hence,  as  I  take  it  for 
granted  ships  will  be  going  home  in  the  fall ;  as  they  appointed  Commi- 
dore  Knowles  a  commaiul  to  bring  him  out  to  his  government.  This 
I  must  beg  your  Graces  assistance  in,  as  it  may  be  a  chance  of  making 
some  little  profit  going  home,  which  1  have  had  no  opportunity  of  doing 
here  ;  but  intirely  submitt  every  thing  to  Your  Grace  .  .  . 

£.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Docufmnis  nUUiv*  to  th*  Colonial  History  of 
thi  State  of  New-York  (Albany,  i&5S)>  VI,  z\(i-y\Q  passim. 
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58.  Recommendation  for  the  Removal  of  a  Governor 

(1762) 

BY    THE    LORDS    COMMISSIONERS    FOR    TRADE    AND    PLANTATIONS 

This  extract  illustrates  the  remedy  for  persistent  disobedience  or  corruption  on 
the  part  uf  a  governor. 

COPY  of  Representation  from  the  B:  of  Trade  to  the 
King  in  Council,  for  removing  M'  Hardy  from  the 
Government  of  New  Jersey,  dated  March  2'/f  1762 
for  his  having  appointed  three  Judges  of  that  F*rov- 
ince  during  their  good  behaviour,  in  Disobedience 
to  his  Majesty's  Instructions. 

To  the  Kings  most  Excellent  Majesty, 

May  it  please  your  Majesty  .  .  . 

We  have  already  in  Our  humble  Representation  to  your  Majesty  of 
the  Il'^  of  November  last  so  fully  set  forth  Our  Opinion  of  the  impro- 
priety of  the  Judges  in  the  Plantations  holding  their  Offices  during  good 
behaviour  and  the  operation,  w^^  in  the  present  slate  uf  those  Planta- 
tions such  a  Constitution  would  have  to  lessen  their  just  and  proper 
dependance  upon  your  Majesty's  Government  that  it  is  unnecessary  for 
Us  to  add  any  thing  further  upon  that  head,  and  your  Majesty's  General 
Instructions  to  all  your  Governors  and  those  Instructions  in  particular 
which  were  grounded  upon  that  Representation  are  so  full  and  so  posi- 
tive that  We  cannot  offer  any  thing  that  may  in  the  least  degree  extenu- 
ate so  premeditated  and  unprecedented  an  Act  of  disobedience  of  your 
Majesty's  Governor  of  New  Jersey,  in  a  matter  so  essential  to  your 
Majesty's  interest  and  Service,  not  only  in  that  Province  but  in  all  other 
your  Majesty's  American  Dominions. 

The  appointing  M""  Morris  to  be  Chief  Justice  after  the  Contempt  he 
had  shown  of  your  Majesty's  authority,  by  procuring  a  person  who  had 
been  appointed  to  that  Office  in  consequence  of  His  late  Majesty's 
Warrant,  to  be  superseded  by  a  Judgment  of  that  Court,  in  which  he 
claimed  to  preside  by  a  bare  authority  of  the  Governor,  is  alone  such 
an  example  of  misconduct,  as  does,  in  our  opinion,  render  the  Gov- 
ernor unworthy  of  the  Trust  your   Majesty  has  conferred  upon  him. 
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But  aggravated  as  his  Goik  is  bj  the  mode  of  the  appointment  and  by 
the  influence  vhich  it  will  necessarT  hare  in  the  neigbbooring  Provinces 
of  Pensvhrama  and  New  York,  and  paiticalaiiT  in  die  latter,  where  the 
utmost  zeal  and  efforts  of  the  Lieot*  Goremor  has  been  hardly  sufficient 
to  restrain  the  intempoate  zeal  and  indecent  opposition  of  the  Assembly 
to  jour  Majesty's  authority,  and  Royal  Determination  upon  this  point : 
It  becomes,  under  these  Circumstuices,  our  indispensible  duty  to  pro- 
pose that  this  Gentleman  may  be  forthwith  Recalled  from  his  Govern- 
ment,  as  a  necessary  example  to  deter  odaers  in  the  same  situation  from 
Kke  Acts  of  Disobedience  to  3rcNir  Majesty's  Orders,  and  as  a  measure 
essentially  necessary  to  sn|^>ort  your  Majesty's  just  R^ts  and  authcxity 
in  the  Colonies  and  to  ciuble  Us  to  do  Our  duty  in  the  station  your 
Mj^esty  has  been  gracioQsiy  pleased  to  place  Us  in,  and  efiiectnaliy  to 
eaecme  the  Trust  committed  to  Us. 

Which  is  most  humbly  submitted. 
Sandys  E?  Elmt 

SoAME  Jex\->js    Geo:  Rick 
EP  Bacos  John-  RoBons 

Whitehall  March  a?*  176a  J^*^'  ^**" 

F.  W.  Rioord  and  W.  Ndsoo.  c^toR.  Dtaammts  nit^a^  t^  the  Ctlmimt 
Histrnj  ff  tke  StmU  tf  Xemjtrsty  (^Newark.  iSSs),  IX.  ^CA-ifo.  pmssam. 


59.    The  Ground  of  Dispute  over  Salaries  (1764) 

BY  LATE  GOVERXOR  THOMAS  POWXALL 

'"  s.     IVvaaK  liad  special  <>i|fw«t«»kK»  Kv  kacvn^  tVr  i.*ifc:«i>tki  of  tlw 
—  FiNkfnptiT  as  m  X*v  55  aK«rt. 


THE  next  general  point  yet  urtdetermined.  th«  determination  of 
viiich  v^ery  essentiidh-  imports  the  suK>r\^sDJitk«  and  dependance 
of  the  o:4»T  governments  00  the  iNA^wnmeni  of  the  mother  country, 
is,  the  minaer  v>f  prvn-idin^  Kjc  ^  sui'^fv'wt  c^f  $v»reram<st.  and  for  all 
ti>e  esceoirire  o&cers  of  the  ciVMm.  The  fn^e^k>m  and  r^t  eftdency 
of  the  cooidrjLbvva  require,  ihjit  the  extcum*  lad  jodicial  o&ccxs  of 
gomnmes:  shcuki  be  inde}>KK:e«t  v>f  the  Vw^sitiive ;  and  more  cspe- 
caDy  in  popolir  govemments..  whei«  the  Icf^ture  itself  is  » 
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influenced  by  the  hwraours  and  passions  of  the  people  ;  for  if  they  be 
not,  there  will  be  neither  justice  nor  equity  in  any  of  the  courts  of  law, 
nor  any  efficient  execution  of  the  laws  and  orders  of  government  in  the 
magistracy :  according,  therefore,  to  the  constitution  of  Great  Britain, 
the  crown  has  the  appointment  and  payment  of  the  several  executive 
and  judicial  officers,  and  the  legislature  settles  a  permanent  and  fixed 
appointment  for  the  support  of  government  and  civil  list  in  general ; 
The  crown  therefore  has,  a  fortiori^  a  right  to  require  of  the  colonies,  to 
whom,  by  its  commission  or  charter,  it  gives  the  power  of  government, 
such  permanent  support,  appropriated  to  the  offices,  not  the  officers 
of  government,  that  they  may  not  depend  upon  the  temporary  and 
arbitrary  will  of  the  legislature. 

The  crown  does,  by  its  instructions  to  its  governors,  order  them  to 
require  of  the  legislature  a  permanent  support.  This  order  of  the 
crown  is  generally,  if  not  universally  rejected,  by  the  legislatures  of  the 
<:olonies.  The  assemblies  quote  the  precedents  of  the  British  constitu- 
tion»  and  found  all  the  rights  and  privileges  which  they  claim  on  the 
principles  thereof.  They  allow  the  tnith  and  fitness  of  this  principle 
in  the  British  constitution,  where  the  executive  power  of  the  crown  is 
immediately  administred  by  the  King's  Majesty  ;  yet  say,  imtler  the 
circumstances  in  which  they  find  themselves,  that  there  is  no  other 
measure  left  to  them  to  prevent  the  misapplications  of  publi<-  money, 
than  by  an  annual  voting  and  appropriation  of  the  salaries  of  the  gov- 
ernor and  other  civil  officers,  issuing  from  monies  lodged  in  the  hands 
of  a  provincial  treasurer  appointed  by  the  assemblies:  For  in  these 
subordinate  governments,  remote  from  his  Majesty's  immediate  influ- 
ence, administred  oftentimes  by  necessitous  and  rapacious  governori 
who  have  no  natural,  attho'  they  have  a  political  connection  *ilh  the 
country,  experience  has  shewn  that  such  governors  have  misapplied  the 
monies  raised  for  the  support  of  government,  so  that  the  civil  officers 
have  been  left  unpaid,  even  after  having  been  provided  for  by  the 
assembly.  The  point  then  of  this  very  important  question  comes  to 
this  issue,  whether  the  inconveniencics  arising,  and  experienced  by  xomc 
instances  of  misapplications  of  appropriations  (for  which  however  there 
are  in  the  King's  courts  of  law.  due  and  sufficient  remedies  against  the 
offender)  are  a  sufficient  reason  and  ground  for  establishing  a  measure 
so  directly  contrary  to  the  British  constitution  :  and  whether  the  incon- 
'eniencies  to  be  traced  in  the  history  of  the  colonies,  through  the  votes 
and  journals  of  their  legislatures,  in  which  the  support  of  governors, 
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judges,  and  officers  of  the  crown  will  be  found  to  have  been  withheld 
or  reiluced  on  occasions,  where  the  assemblies  have  supposed  that  they 
have  had  reason  to  disapprove  the  nomination,  —  or  the  person,  or  his 
conduct.;  —  whether,  I  say,  these  inconveniencies  have  not  been  more 
detrimental,  and  injurious  to  government ;  and  whether,  instead  of  these 
colonies  being  dependent  on,  and  governed  under,  the  officers  of  the 
crown,  the  scepter  is  not  reversed,  and  the  officers  of  the  crown  depen- 
dent on  ami  governed  by  the  assemblies,  as  the  Colonists  themselves 
allow,  that  this  meastire  *'  renders  the  governor,  and  all  the  other  ser- 
vants of  the  crown,  dependent  on  the  assembly."  This  is  mere  matter 
of  experience  ;  and  the  fact,  when  duly  enquired  into,  must  speak  for 
ilxelf:  —  but  the  operation  of  this  measure  does  not  end  here;  it 
extends  to  the  assuming  by  the  assembhes  the  actual  executive  part 
of  ihc  government  in  the  case  of  the  revenue,  than  which  nothing  is 
more  dearly  and  unquestionably  settled  in  the  crown.  In  the  colonies 
the  treasurer  is  solely  and  entirely  a  servant  of  the  assemhly  or  general 
court ;  and  although  the  monies  granted  and  appropriated  be,  or  ought 
to  be,  granteii  to  the  crown  on  such  appropriations,  the  treasurer  is 
neither  named  by  the  crown,  nor  its  governor,  nor  gives  security  to  the 
crown  or  lo  the  Lord  High  Treasurer,  (which  seems  the  most  proper) 
nor  in  many  of  the  colonies,  is  to  obey  the  governor's  warrant  in  the 
issue,  nor  accounts  in  the  auditor's  office,  nor  in  any  one  colony  is  it 
admitte*!,  that  he  is  liable  to  such  account.  In  consequence  of  this 
i(iip|Mised  ncccsjtily,  for  the  assembly's  taking  upon  them  the  adrainistra- 
tjon  of  the  treasury  and  revenue,  the  governor  and  servants  of  the 
crown,  in  the  ordinary  revenue  of  government,  are  not  only  held 
dcpemlcnt  on  the  assembly,  but  all  services,  where  special  appropria- 
tions .ifc  made  for  the  extraordinaries  which  such  sen-'ices  require,  are 
actually  executed  and  done  by  commissioners  apfwinled  by  the  assem- 
bly, to  whone  dis[>osition  such  appropriations  are  made  liable.  It  would 
be  perhaps  invidious,  and  might  tend  to  prejudging  on  points  which 
ought  very  Hcrioualy  and  dispassionately  to  be  examined,  if  I  were  here 
to  point  out  in  the  several  instances  of  the  actual  execution  of  this 
awumrd  [lowtT,  how  almost  every  executive  power  of  the  crown  lodged 
in  its  governor,  is,  where  money  is  necessary,  thus  exercised  by  the 
uiembly  and  its  commissioners.  I  beg  leave  here  to  repeal,  that  I  do 
not  enter  into  the  tliscussion  of  these  points ;  my  only  aim  is,  fairly  to 
»tate  iheun,  giving  the  strongest  and  clearest  explanations  I  am  capable 
ol  to  IkjiIi  sides,  that  the  discussion  may  be  brought  to  some  deter- 
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minatc  issue  ;  —  and  from  that  slate  of  them  to  suggest,  the  absolute 
necessity  there  is  of  their  being  determined  by  that  part  of  government, 
whiich  shall  be  found  to  have  the  right  and  power  to  determine  them ; 
and  to  be  so  determined,  that  while  the  rights,  liberties,  and  even  privi- 
leges of  the  colonies  are  preserved,  the  colonies  may  be  retained  in 
that  true  and  constitutional  dependance  to  the  mother  country,  and  to 
the  government  of  the  mother  country,  which  shall  unite  ihem  to  it  as 
parts  of  one  whole. 

It  is  a  duty  of  perfect  obligation  from  government  towards  the  colo- 
nies, to  preserve  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  the  liberty  of  the  constitu- 
tion :  It  is  a  duty  also  of  prudence  in  government  towards  itself,  as  such 
conduct  is  the  only  permanent  and  sure  ground,  whereon  to  maintain 
the  dependance  of  those  countries,  without  destroying  their  utility  as 
colonies. 

|Thomas    Pownall,   The  Administration    of  the   Cohniis   (London,   1765), 
4^54. 


60.    A  Reprimand  to  a  Colonial  Governor  (1772) 

BY   SECRETARY   THE   EARL   OF    DARTMOUTH 

Dartmouth  was  one  of  the  English  secretariea  of  state  from  1 772  to  1775,  and  in 
charge  of  colonial  affairs.  This  rcbake  illustrates  the  discipline  which  might  be 
applied  to  governors,  short  of  removal  (see  No.  5S  above). 

Si,.  Whitehall.  9.  Dec'  1772. 

AS  I  have  mentioned  to  you  in  my  Dispatch  of  this  day's  date  N"  4. 
that  the  state  of  what  has  passed  respecting  the  lands  between  the 
livers  Hudson  &  Connecticut  and  also  respecting  grants  of  Lands  in 
^General,  would  probably  be  the  subject  of  a  separate  letter,  I  must  not 
loose  this  opportunity  of  telling  you  that  the  Reports  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  upon  those  subjects  have  not  yet  been  decided  upon  at  the  Coun- 
cil Board,  and  therefore  the  instructions  which  I  am  to  give,  in  conse- 
quence of  their  LonP'"  determination,  must  be  deferred  till  the  next 
Packet  —  It  becomes  my  duty  however,  in  obedience  to  the  King's 
commands,  to  acquaint  you,  that  the  deviations  from  the  letter,  &  spirit 
of  the  Kings  instructions  in  respect  to  the  New  Hampshire  Townships 
to  the  west  of  Connecticut  River  ;  to  grants  of  Land  to  the  North  of 
Crown  point,  and  to  Licenses  to  private  persons  to  purchase  lands  of  the 
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Indiaju,  ut  very  omicIi  dlaoffifoved  by  the  King,  aad  that  the  roKiBi 
a&sig{ui4  by  you  (or  that  devtflkMi  in  the  fint  of  thoie  cmcs  do  not 
il^yeai  at  present  eitiier  tu  excttse  or  extemute  a  disobedirace  to  the 
King'i  a>inrimud$  <leciared  io  the  tno«t  clear  and  positive  manner. 

I  '  rr  to  iic<]iiatnl  yoti  that  the  sentiments  expressed  in  Lord 

Hill  5  \fiittr  to  y*M  of  the  4"*  day  of  December  1771.  concern- 

itig  ttic  «jiiwaH.int3i)k  and  (oiluMve  {practice  of  granting  Lands  in  general 
are  fully  titiujjted  by  the  Kiug'b  wrrvants,  and  I  was  exceedingly  surprised 
lu  liml  that  mi  h  an  intimation  to  you  on  that  subject  had  not  had  the 
elfec  I  to  refilraiii  that  i>riu:ij(e,  &  that  the  same  unjustifiable  collusion 
hati  been  a(lo|jie<l  to  a  bLt)l  greater  extent  in  the  Licenses  you  have 
granleiJ  to  [jiiri  ha^e  I.uniiti  (»t  lite  Indt.tns. 

\h  alt  tlje  fat^^ts  liowever,  arc  now  nmler  examination  in  the  privy 
Council,  I  will  not  anlitijmte  their  Ixird'"''*  resolutions  thereupon ;  but 
in  the  mean  time  it  ia  the  Kin^'-i  pleasure  and  positive  command  that 
you  do  not,  upon  any  pretence  wimtevcr,  sign  any  Grant  or  Patent  for 
ihobc  lamb,  that  you  du  not  either  upon  your  own  judgement,  or  by 
the  rtdvite  of  otheiti,  presume  to  depart  fn)ni  the  letter  of  the  King's 
Instrmttons,  or  to  Act  contrary  in  any  respect  to  such  explanations 
of  them  as  you  may  have  received  from  those  to  whom  His  Maj''  has 
n^truiited  Ihc  sigmAcaiion  of  Wm  comnmuils,  which  commands  ought 
irvw  to  1'  u  ted,  and  whiih  it  will  l>e  my  duly  lo  see  obeyed,  so 

Vi^g  aft  i  m  the  &ituation  iu  which  His  Majesty  has  been  gra- 

civHiily  pk«icd  lo  |4ac€  me  — 

1  am  ettc 

DAR-nKxmi. 

E,  F;  .  IhxumeHis  rttaiiftt*  to  tkt  Cehmiai  History  tf  tkt 


CHAPTER    IX  — COLONIAL   ASSEMBLIES 
61.    A  Colonial  Election  (1764) 

BY    CHARLES    PETTIT 

Pcttit  was  3  relative  of  Joseph  Reed,  who  was  Ihe   friend  and  correspondent  of 
||Washiagton.    The  inciflent  of  the  election  is  typical  of  such  strugKlcs  in  other 
Dionies.  —  Bibliography :  C.  Bishop,  History  of  EUctiom  in  the  Amtrkan  Cohnitt. 

Philadelphia,  November  3,  1 764. 

I  DON'T  retnember  that  I  have  told  you  any  thing  about  our  late 
election,  w^hich  was  really  a  hard  fought  one,  and  managed  with  more 
decency  and  good  manners  than  wou'd  have  been  expected  from  such 
irritated  partisans  as  appeared  as  the  champions  on  each  side.  The 
most  active  or  rather  at  the  head  of  the  active  on  the  old  side,  appeared 
A.  James  and  T.  Wharton  ;  and  on  the  new  side,  John  I-awrence  seem'd  I 
to  lead  the  van.  The  Dutch  Calvinists  and  the  I'resbyterians  of  botbj 
Houses  I  believe  to  a  man  assisted  the  new  ticket.  The  Church  werel 
divided  and  so  were  the  Dutch  Lutherans.  The  Moravians  and  most  of 
be  Quakers  were  the  grand  supporters  of  the  old  \  the  McClenaghanitcs 
were  <livided,  tho'  chiefly  of  the  old  side.  The  poll  was  opened  about 
9  in  the  morning,  tiie  ist  of  October,  and  the  steps  so  crowded,  till 
between  11  and  12  at  night,  that  at  no  time  a  person  could  get  up  in 
less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  his  entrance  at  the  bottom,  for  they 
could  go  no  faster  than  the  whole  column  moved.  About  3  in  the 
morning,  the  advocates  for  the  new  ticket  moved  for  a  close,  but  (O  ! 
fata!  mistake  !)  the  old  hands  kept  it  open,  as  they  had  a  reserve  of  the 
aged  and  lame,  which  could  not  come  in  the  crowd,  and  were  called  up 
and  brought  out  in  chairs  and  litters,  &c.,  and  some  who  needed  no 
help,  between  3  and  6  o'clock,  about  200  voters.  As  both  sides  took 
care  to  have  spies  all  night,  the  alarm  was  given  to  the  new  ticket  men  ; 
horsemen  and  footmen  were  immediately  dispatched  to  Gerraantown, 
&c.,  and  by  9  or  10  o'clock  they  began  to  pour  in,  so  that  after  the 
move  for  a  close,  7  or  800  votes  were  procured ;  about  500  or  near  it 
of  which  were  for  the  new  ticket,  and  they  did  not  close  till  3  in  the 
afternoon,  and  it  took  them  till  i  next  day  to  count  them  off. 
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Hif  DMr  fiekft  cinktf  ill  but  ffftniioo  and  Aodi,  and  F<n  and 
Ifui^ti  e^iDc  in  their  room ;  but  tt  u  luqMifi^g  that  fro<n  upwards 
iif  yjuQ  vtiieit,  they  irfiou'tl  \)C  w  near  each  other.  Mr.  WiUing  and 
Mf.  Iiry<*n  wtft  eieitexl  l$urge»«e«  by  a  majority  of  upwards  of  too 
vi»(t*9,  ||m»'  I  lie  ii^liolr  nufuIxT  w«  but  about  1300.  Mr.  Franklin  died 
like  a  )>l)llua«/(»)irr.  liitl  Mr.  (ialloway  agifttiseii in  Deaths  like  a  Mortal 
hciM,  w)(*»  ha^  no  Hope*  of  a  Future  Kxistcnce.  The  other  Counties 
fdiuro^ij  iit'jfjy  tlic  Bduic  mctnljcr*  who  had  served  them  before,  so  that 
\\\^  iiM  lui  tiun  huve  ttiJK  <  ixjHHk-rablc  majority  in  the  House.  Mr.  Norris 
Wdt)  i4ti  iittuitl  rlt^t  led  SiKMkrr,  but  finding  the  same  factious  disposition 
iDiiMMtrd,  and  w  rra«t|itiioii  t«  jMirsnc  the  scheme  for  a  change  of  the 
tiov«?fUuifnt,  h»*  dn  Untd  the?  I'h.iir,  untl  withdrew  himself  from  the 
Huuhe,  whnf<-'M|»ijn  Jiurph  l''ux,  Ki«|,,  wa'*  chosen  Speaker,  but  the  Gov- 
•rnMf  bring  Ab«nt,  (»llrndinK  hi*  l^owcr  County  .Assembly,)  they  dis- 
Bfn&tst  with  tht>  form  of  prrhcnting  him  for  apinobation,  and  went  upon 
hmtnii!>«,  The  fir»t  t»r  t»nc  ut  ll\e  fust  resolves  they  made,  was  to  send 
Mr  KiAukUn  Ui  Londi»n,  tn  (he  lapacity  of  agent  for  the  Province,  to 
%iiik\%\  Mr^J^ik^iun,  i'hc  opjKwmon  given  to  this  measure,  occasioned 
*«t«0  «|4^l*«t«,  in  thp  <7onr»e  of  which  the  new  Speaker  gave  some  hints 
lh»l  A  d^balp  WM  n^lc»«.  a»  the  members  had  determined  the  a£bur 
wtthuat  iki^ir*-  IV  Ctentlemeo  »a  the  opposiiion.  finding  themselves 
tgHNi  Ib  foim  (which  fou  will  see  in  a  paper  I 
«#d  to  l»  M  at  the  Pennsylvaiiia  Coffee  Hoase)^ 
^  vov^U  m»l  ^  a  eoK'feil  «.M!i  the  toinute^  of  the  Hottse.  3itr.  Fiaak- 
|ii«  ^nff^  w  1K0  i^k^^.  Kv^i^smi^  XU.  HauMtioa  1  believe  «il  go  a  die 
ii^l  siMlv  b^l  wt  «  V^^^^^^  <:<H<>|^<^  A  awmbet  of  acyiba^  lymx  aai 
ba>i  *><f»^  iiW»  ^M^>tt»  »w»wt  <>»»  fWfWiMrff  <»  the  diy  of  ' 
iiw9«»  ai(^  <^«fi|9MA  fft  %9^  ai^  « tli»  CfOM^ 
^m\^  NN>  XMma^  m4  Mt.  U4*m<mr.  wife^ oo« ani tbco a ) 
^  \^^9h  IwA  ibffi*  Mi  bUlt  Qt  a0^  <«Kt. 


WlNwai  |L  l^wA  ^>2t  ^-1^  r*r. 


^  n»t»iik 
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62.    Proceedings  of  a  Colonial  Legislature  {1723) 

'  BY   THE  GENERAL   ASSEMBLY   OF   RHODE    ISLAND   AND   PROVIDENCE 

PLANTATIONS 

This   brief  extract   illustrates  the  variety  of  colonial   business.  —  Bibliography; 
ryCbanning  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  147.     See  also  Contemporaries^  I,  Nos.  65,  104,  121, 
^31,  160,  and  below,  No*.  180,  187. 

■^HE  Hon.  Samuel  Cranston,  Governor. 
Richard  Ward,  recorder. 
Col.  William  Wanton,  speaker. 
Mr.  John  Coddington,  clerk. 

rAn  Act  for  the  better  securing  the  pirates,  now  in  His  Majesty's  jail,  in 

Newport. 

Forasmuch  as  there  are  thirty  pirates  brought  into  this  harbor,  by 
Capt.  Solegarr,  commander  of  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Grey  Hound,  and 
now  in  His  Majesty's  jail,  in  Newport,  and  it  being  suspected  that  they 
may  endeavor  to  escape  from  thence,  unless  they  are  watched  and 
guarded  by  night ;  ^ 

For  the  preventing  of  which,  be  it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly, 
and  by  the  authority  of  the  same  it  is  enacted,  that  the  field  officers  of 
the  regiment  of  the  militia  on  the  islands,  shall,  and  they  are  hereby 
empowered  to  order  and  set  a  military  watch  of  such  and  so  many  men 
as  they  shall  deem  needful  and  necessary,  to  secure  the  said  pirates  from 
making  their  escape  if  attempted,  and  to  set  such  penalties  on  default 
of  not  watching,  as  to  them  shall  seem  needful ;  and  that  the  charge  of 
the  watch  be  paid  out  of  the  general  treasury ;  any  former  law%  custom 
or  usage  to  the  contrary  hereof,  in  any  wise  notwithstanding. 

Voted,  that  j^ioo,  be  remitted  out  of  the  general  treasury,  to  our 
agent  in  Great  Britain,  for  the  service  of  the  colony  ;  and  Col  Wm. 
Coddington  and  the  general  treasurer  procure  bills  of  exchange  or  silver, 
to  that  value^  and  deliver  it  to  the  Governor,  who  is  to  send  it  to  our  agent. 

Voted,  that  the  ^^123,  odd  money,  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Robert 
Gardner,  late  naval  officer,  be  paid  by  him  to  Capt,  Simon  Ray,  to  and 
for  the  use  of  New  Shoreham,  to  assist  them  in  rebuilding  their  pier, 
they  building  it  in  two  years'  time. 

Voted,  that  the  sum  of  ^642  i^s.  id.,  of  torn  ragged  bills  in  the 
treasury,  be  burnt  in  the  presence  of  this  Assembly ;  and  it  was  burnt 
accordingly. 
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Voted,  that  the  general  treasurer  get  the  colony  house  repaired,  and 
refitted  where  needful ;  and  the  charges  to  be  paid  out  of  the  general 
treasury. 

Voted,  that  Mr.  Daniel  Updike,  the  attorney  general,  be,  and  he 
hereby  is  ordered,  appointed  and  empowered  to  gather  in  the  money 
due  to  this  colony,  for  the  importation  of  negroes,  and  to  prosecute,  sue 
and  implead  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  refuse  to  pay  the  same ; 
and  that  he  be  allowed  five  shillings  per  head,  for  every  slave  that  shall 
be  hereafter  imported  into  this  colony,  out  of  the  impost  money ;  and 
that  he  be  also  allowed  ten  per  cent,  more  for  all  such  money  as  he 
shall  recover  of  the  outstanding  debts ;  and  in  all  respects  to  have  the 
like  power  as  was  given  to  the  naval  ofhcer  by  the  former  act 

This  Assembly  is  adjourned  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  September  next 
ensuing. 

God  save  the  King. 

John  Russell  Bartlett,  editor,  Records  of  the  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations^  in  New  England  (Providence,  1859),  IV,  329-330. 


63.    The  Dissolution  of  an  Assembly  (1736/7) 

BY   GOVERNOR   GABRIEL   JOHNSTON 

Johnston's  experience  in  North  Carolina  was  repeated  in  almost  all  the  colonies. — 
For  the  refusal  of  assemblies  to  separate  in  1774-75,  see  Nos.  184,  187  below. 

I  WAS  obliged  to  prorogue  last  Assembly  at  Edenton  which  at  first 
promised  very  fair  to  settle  this  Country  by  enacting  some  good 
Laws.  But  an  Emissary  from  the  late  Govemour  who  arrived  here  dur- 
ing their  sitting  did  amuse  them  with  so  many  representations  that  it 
was  impossible  to  do  business  with  them,  according  to  the  last  proroga- 
tion I  met  them  here  on  the  first  current  and  recommended  to  their 
consideration  the  present  miserable  case  of  the  Province.  But  instead 
of  mending  that  the  first  thing  they  attempted  was  to  take  the  Officers 
who  distrained  for  his  Majesty's  Quit  Rents  during  the  time  of  Collection 
into  Custody  upon  which  I  dissolved  them  by  the  enclosed  proclama- 
tion. I  hope  Sir  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  say  before  their  Lordships 
what  I  have  now  wrote  to  you  in  a  very  great  hurry,  But  as  the  affair  is 
pressing  I  hope  you  will  excuse  any  oversight.     1  am  Sir,  yours,  &c., 

Newbem  March  ..-.jsf  GAB:  JOHNSTON 
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North  Carolina. 

By  his  Excellency  Gabriel  Johnston  Esq**  Cap'  Gen'  &  Govern'  in  Chief 

of  the  said  Province, 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  the  Lower  House  of  Assembly  instead  of  redressing  the 
many  Grievances  the  Country  labour  under  for  want  of  a  sufficient  main- 
tenance being  provided  for  the  Clergy  &  proper  additions  to  and  araend- 
ments  of  the  I^ws  in  force  which  are  at  present  so  defective  both  which 
have  been  so  often  and  so  earnestly  recommended  to  them,  Have  taken 
upon  them  in  a  very  disorderly  and  undutiful  manner  to  intimidate  his 
Majesties  officers  in  the  execution  of  their  duty  by  order  of  them  into 
Custody,  thereby  to  prevent  the  Collection  of  the  Qviit  Rents  so  long 
due  to  his  Majesty  I  do  therefore  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  his  Majesty's  Council,  dissolve  this  Assembly,  &  this  present  Assembly 
is  accordingly  dissolved. 

March  4'*"  173^. 

William  L.  Saunders,  editor.  The  Colonial  Records  of  North  Carolina  (Raleigh, 
1886),  IV,  243-244. 


64.    Minutes  of  a  Colonial  Council  (1752) 

BY    SECRETARY    CHARLES    READ 

Rear!  held  various  positions  of  trust  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  1764  was  commissioned 
chief  justice  of  that  state.  The  extract  shows  the  combination  of  legislative,  execu- 
tive, and  judicial  functions  in  the  Gjuncil.  —  Bibliography :  T.  F.  Moran,  Bicameral 
Syium  ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  147. 

THE  Minitts  of  the  Council  of  the  Province  of  New 
Jersey  on  the  10*''  &  11*^  of  August  1752 

At  a  Council  held  at  Elizabeth  Town  on  Monday  the 
Tenth  of  August  1752 

PRESENT 

His  Excellency  the  Governour  The  Hono^l*  James 
Alexander,  Andrew  Johnston  James  Hude  —  Peter 
Kemble  Esq" 


^  br  iddBd  at  (h»  C( 

*   -    «■   -    -  ■  - 

sicr  A^ipouttmanik 

f  adncc  at'  Coimcii  sfcwd  tbi«- 


ttfr^kl^MiNi^^ 


^ 


a Qvoners  Sftlarr  Uii*  this  Uny  ^iw  ^JA 


QM^  Jums  AltMiMlir  V^*  tof  4ifi«- 
d  Sevcnqr  two  dsfi  AlltwiMWt  III  < 
'ten  J9 :  of  MmcIi  1749  «0  FtfefM** 


fir:  '  .r.imtv    .<    '  t  .n'"""' 
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His    Excellency   made    the    following    Speech   to   the 
Council 

Gentlemen  of  the  Council 

"  This  being  one  of  our  Stated  Quarterly  Meetings  I  shall  be  glad  to 
hear  any  thing  you  have  to  offer  for  His  Majestys  Service  as  for  the 
good  of  the  Province  and  I  wou'd  now  raore  particularly  ask  your 
Advice  and  Opinion  whether  it  may  be  necessary  or  Expedient  soon  to 
meet  the  Assembly  to  see  whether  the  Governoiir  Council  and  Assembly 
can  fall  into  any  Act  or  Acts  for  the  Better  Suppressing  the  Riots  and 
disorders  which  has  disturbed  the  peace  of  the  Province  for  a  great 
Number  of  years  past  (long  before  my  Arrival). 

"  And  also  to  have  your  advice  whether  it  may  be  best  to  give  Orders 
for  an  Especial  and  Speedy  prosecution  of  such  as  have  been  or  may  be 
Apprehended  for  Breaking  open  the  Kings  Goals  of  the  Province  in 
these  things  I  say  I  shall  be  glad  of  your  advice  and  am  always  ready 
ChearfuUy  to  join  with  you  in  such  measure  as  may  be  judgd  will  most 
of  all  Contribute  to  the  Establishment  of  the  peace  and  Tranquility  of 
the  Province." 


J  B£LCH£R 


Elizabeth  Town  August  lo :  175a 


The  Council  taking  the  same  into  Consideration  are  of  Opinion  ihat 
there  is  no  reason  to  hope  for  any  Success  from  any  Application  to  the 
Assembly  in  Respect  to  the  Rtotts  untill  His  Majesty  shall  be  pleased 
to  send  His  Especial  Commands  therein  and  therefore  cannot  [advise] 
His  Excellency  lo  call  the  Assembly  on  that  Account  only  That  as  to  the 
prosecutions  they  are  of  Opinion  that  His  Majestys  Attorney  General 
shou'd  proceed  according  lo  the  known  Laws  of  the  I^nd  and  that  they 
see  no  Room  to  give  any  particular  direction  therein. 

A  Petition  from  the  Mayor  Recorder  Aldermen  and  Common  Council 
of  the  free  borough  of  Elizabeth  in  behalf  of  themselves  and  others  the 
Inhabitants  within  the  said  Borough  to  have  their  Charters  Altered  & 
some  further  Privhgdes  Sec!  was  read. 

A  Petition  of  Joseph  Bonney  and  his  Letter  of  the  ao'?  of  July  was 
read. 

The  Council  are  of  Opinion  that  Neither  His  Excellency  or  the 
Council  can  do  any  thing  in  Respect  to  the  Petition  of  Joseph  Bonney 
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without  aid  of  the  Legislature  that  for  anything  that  appears  there  may 
be  relief  for  him  in  the  Courts  of  Justice. 

The  Council  taking  into  Consideration  the  Petition  of  the  Mayor 
Recorder  &c?  of  the  Free  Borough  of  Elizabeth  are  of  Opinion  that  the 
same  be  referred  to  M^  Aiexandr  M^  Hude  M"^  Johnston  M^  Kemble 
M'  Ogden  or  any  three  of  them  and  that  the  Petitioners  or  some  of 
them  have  Notice  to  deUver  to  the  Committee  a  Draught  of  the  Charter 
they  Petition  for. 

His  Excellency  was  pleased  to  Nominate  John  Roye  and  Ichabord 
Tompkins  as  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  the  County  of  Somerset  to  whom 
the  Council  agreed. 

Orderd  they  be  added  to  said  Commission. 

Also  Nominated  Stephen  Crane  and  Timothy  W^hitehead  to  be  Jus- 
tices of  the  Peace  for  the  County  of  Essex  to  which  the  Council  agreed  : 

Ordered  that  they  be  added  to  the  Commission  for  said  Countys  in 
Rank  according  to  their  Appointments. 

His  Excellency  by  advice  of  Council  signed  the  following  Warrants, 


N?  200.   To  himself  for  a  Quarters  Salary  due  this  day  . 

201.   To  himself  for  a  Quarters  House  Rent  due  this  day 

205.  To  the  Hono'^!*  James  Alexander  Esq'  for  one  hun- 
dred and  Seventy  two  days  Attendance  in  Coun- 
cil between  29  :  of  March  1749  to  Febraary  14  : 

<752 


250.  0.0 
15.  0.0 


51. 18.0 


205.  To  Samuel  Nevill  Esq!  Second  Justice  of  the  Su- 

preme Court  for  Attending  the  Supreme  Court  at 
Burlington  in  May  1752  and  for  Holding  the 
Court  of  Nisi  Prius  and  Court  of  Oyer  &  Ter- 
miner in  the  County  of  Hunterdon  on  the  Third 
Tuesday  in  May  1752         ,         .         .         .         ,       16.  0,0 

206.  To  Ditto  for  his  Salary  as  Second  Judge  of  the  Su- 
pream  Court  from  the  10:  of  May  to  the  10:  of 
August  1752 6.  5.0 

207.  To  Charles  Read  Esq^  for  a  Quarters  Salary  as  Clerk 

of  the  Council  for  the  Quarter  ended  this  day      .         7.10.0 

208.  To  Ditto  for  a  Quarters  Salary  as  Third  Justice  of  the 
Supream  Court  for  the  Quarter  ended  this  day    ,        6.  5.0 

N 
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To  jcM^ph  WarrtU  Esqr  for  a  Quarters  Salary  as 

Attorney  (icneral  fur  the  Quarter  ended  this  day        7.10.0 

W)  Andrew  Johnston  Vjsq*  for  a  Quarters  Salary  as 
C)n<'  of  the  Treasurers  of  the  Pro\*ince  for  the 
QiiArter  endetl  this  day 10.00.0 

to  Samuel  Smith  Ksqf  for  Quarters  Salary  as  one  of 
th«  Treasurers  of  the  Province  for  the  Quarter 
endett  this  dAv ioux>.o 

Sitamuel  Smuh  KsqT  for  Copying  the  Votes  of  the 
(WnerAl  Assembly  and  the  I^vs  passed  in  the 
i^««M«)ns  at  Burlin^fttMi  in  September  aini  October 
1 75 1     AU)  ^vr  IVws  Ink  ^  P^per     .  ioli&o 

X'Ci  j«)hn  Smith  a  Qiuiterfi  Sabir  ats  Oerk  of  the 
<C^iv:wil»  t^  the  Qwurter  eftdkd  this  day  5J00U0 

X^  WHebfam  VtPil^^lk»d  in  Ml  o<r  h»  .Vcooont  alowd     i^i.  tjo 

X^>  l>M^  ^  Cine  |{uadi«d  and  Scctr  Bouad  Bcn^ 
^^.  lAtn,  ^  the  f^ti3id»oe  «£  ]^  Act  at  Gcnoa^ 
Kasttvt^- aoauaoLO 

wMjpor  )id  Owe  d^mncsl  i&t  oave  'Qf'saatiieir  esuxMS  izbs 

4ip(-    .        -.        ^^.^^,,        ^ffiffijo 


yif'  \)f^iutt^  iu^^fuamfcA  }iv>  Okif^Desnct-  ihm.  ILewtis  Af^tfielS  Esq' 

lltw.H  »*ft  >*«wwrin^  4mh  Mhminin^  hm  <One  rtf  Mis  Majeaw*  'Council  of 
iffiih  'Pr/K'ttuu-  with  A  O-oftitKyftf  tn  'his  .Hrf'^jumil  b*-  itue  Couwc  nf  iLaw 

'hK  (^itMlih^  Of »/)ti  4inti  .fnrt^^  ihto.  'he  m^ghi  ihe  <^)£  m. 

!}(}»*.  *f Nfiu^lktm^  aijyumieii  tjhe  'Council  id  Mem  :u>  utonriiir  -momiiig 

•WH»ttiA-  At«KS5r  115::  a?;55 

trhi'i''y»iim*Jl  ^h«  if»wsem  ^i*;  fFl«<;«ltewM'tJht*fiw«mwir  U^  Mtm*^ 
■jtiinrv  I'huUj.  Andrw  Inhwrnin  *:  ?ftgi:er  ft«mbJt  il^^" 

)iM<>»jMhitJ'f  l*At!'  /it  ^nsWYdtiy. 
^=t<<»if kMtv«»i  /It  fht-  uTVMinr.ll 

■'•  >ffti<r  wJnit  '1  -will  t^  'ir/»ii  in  'Cwtobift  lf«t  oit  is  m\  iht^  CjmiwcW  ^linife 
il  «m^Uftf*«»il  ttt  thf -^Iittinn'mnrtt  westwifey  hv  W '  Ai«««\dtrrT8lrttinji 
tfb  tih^  H^U^  Itoi^ttmus  tfor  4almttt)i$  )lir'  )(k^Hilt«^  Uifto  :th^  Cnunrti 
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w'f'  w**"  I  once  more  tell  you,  You  have  no  Business  or  Concern  nor  will 
I  hear  anything  from  you  about  it  this  I  say  to  save  Yourselves  or  me 
any  further  trouble  and  if  you  are  minded  to  show  that  Young  Gentleman 
any  Respect  I  would  advise  you  to  teach  him  his  Duty  in  this  matter  To 
the  Kings  Governourand  when  he  practices  it  he  shall  have  my  Answer." 


Elizabeth  Town  August  11  :  175  a 


J    BEU.-HER 


His  Excellency  laid  before  the  Board  for  their  Consideration  a  Charter 
proposed  for  the  Incorporation  of  the  Five  Dutch  reformd  Churches  in 
the  Counties  of  Middlesex,  Soraersetl  and  Hunterdon  w'^  being  Read  It 
is  Orderd  that  It  be  Referrd  to  their  next  Quarterly  meeting  and  that 
in  the  mean  time  the  Secretary  do  procure  the  Statute  of  Mortmain. 

Compared  w"'  Minitts  of  Council  of  the  Province  of  New  Jersey  of 
Vk'^^  this  is  a  true  Copy 

William  A.  Whitehead,  editor.  Documents  relating  to  the  Caionial  History  of 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  (Newark,  1885),  VIII  (i),  103-108  passim. 


65.    A  Determined  Veto  Message  (1742) 

BV  GOVERNOR  LEWIS  MORRIS 

Morris  was  a  member  of  the  Council,  chief  justice,  and  finally  governor  of  New 
Jersey,  The  extract  is  selected  as  an  example  of  the  absolute  veto  of  governors. — 
Bibliography :  K.  C.  Mason,  Veto  Powers  §  7. 

THERK  are  two  Acts  now  before  me  to  which  my  Assent  is  desired 
.  .  .  i>ut  they  now  come  up  in  two  distinct  Acts,  and  if  the  other 
part,  with  respect  to  the  Knregistring  of  deeds,  had  come  up  in  a  dis- 
tinct Act  also,  then  my  assent  had  been  desired  to  three  Acts»  which  had 
been  formerly  repealed,  by  his  Majesty,  under  one  title  in  one  bill ;  and 
all  the  three  might  have  been  as  well  ofrid  [offered]  for  my  assent  as 
any  two  of  ihem  as  it  doth  not  appear  for  what  particular  part  the  Act 
before  mentioned  was  disallow 'd  of  tho*  certain  it  is  the  whole  and  all 
the  parts  of  it  were  disallow'd  of;  with  what  View  was  my  Assent  desired 
to  Acts,  disallow'd  of  by  his  Majesty  &  that  even  without  a  suspending 
Clause  according  to  his  Instructions,  well  known  to  you,  unless  it  was 
to  Expose  me  to  Just  censure  for  giving  such  Assent ;  and  how  kind  it 
was  to  do  so,  I  leave  to  be  determined  by  all  Indifferent  persons ;  and 
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even  to  the  consciences,  of  those  concem'd  in  the  doing  of  it ;  &  I  hope 
my  not  Assenting  to  Laws  I  am  not  Iinpowered  to  Assent  unto  will  not 
be  call'd  a  fault ;  but  on  the  contrary,  a  Strict  adherence  to  do  my  Duty 
which  by  Gods  assistance,  nothing  shall  intimidate  me  from  doing. 

There  is  nothing  more  common  in  the  mouths  of  the  populace  than, 
Saying  give  us  good  laws,  and  we  will  Support  the  Government  and 
what  they  call  good  laws,  are  such  only  as  they  like ;  and  Agreeable  to 
this  ihey  are  made  to  believe,  that  if  the  Governor  doth  not  Assent  to 
such  Laws  as  are  Oif  red  for  his  Assent,  the  Assembly  are  Justifyable  in 
not  raising  a  Support  for  his  Majesty's  Government ;  tho'  he  is  forbid 
to  Assent  to  those  Laws :  as  in  the  Cases  before  mentioned ;  or  tho' 
the  CJovem'  himself  very  much  disapproves  of  them ;  which  (notwith- 
standing the  Attempts  of  your  Honourable  House  with  respect  to  the 
bill-H  of  Credit  made  in  the  year  1724)  I  hope  no  body  will  presume  to 
say,  he  has  not  a  right  to  do. 

The  Assent  to  Laws  we  have  a  power  to  make  ought  to  be  free,  and 
not  compeird  in  any  part  of  the  Legislature,  and  I  believe  you  would 
think  so  your  selves,  were  there  any  Attempts  made  to  compell  your 
Assent  to  any  I^w  proposal  by  the  Council,  Yet  I  may  ask  with  what 
view  those  Strong  Endeavours  were  made  in  your  House,  to  annex  a  fee 
bill  10  the  bill  for  Support  of  the  Government,  (a  bill  to  which  you 
would  never  suffer  ao.  Amendment  to  be  made)  unless  it  was  to  Compell 
the  Govcrjuir  and  Council,  to  pass  that  fee  bill,  in  such  manner  as  your 
Honourable  House  should  pass  it  without  any  Amendment? 

It  is  true  the  attempt  did  not  succeed;  and  I  thank  you  for  what  is 
done  btU  believe  most  People  will  think  it  had  been  more  for  the  interest 
of  the  Publick,  if  it  had  been  made  for  a  longer  time  ;  and  it  may  not 
be  unworthy  your  Notice  to  Observe,  that  this  fee  bill  tho'  not  Intitled 
.\n  .Act  to  Inforce  Obedience  to  an  Ordinance  made  for  Establishing 
fees  At  yet  whatever  title  you  will  please  to  give  it,  if  it  be  of  the  same 
nature  of  that  which  was  twice  repeal'd,  for  reasons  I  need  not  repeat, 
it  wrll  not  be  difficult  to  Say  wb:it  w^ll  be  the  Success  of  it  or  the  Senti- 
ments of  his  Majesty's  Ministers  concerning  it. 

Yotir  Bill  for  making  lands  Chattels,  doth  not  with  any  certainly 
Express  what  Estate  the  Purchaser  from  the  Sherriff  shall  be  Vested 
w**'  whether  in  fee  or  for  Life :  or  years ;  &  for  that  reason  I  shall  referr 
it  to  farther  consideration. 

Your  Bill  for  paying  the  Expenses  that  may  arise  on  Printing  Signing 
&c*  the  Sura  of  ^1^40,000,  I  am  told  was  intended  should  be  pass'd  in  a 
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DCkanncr  peculiar  to  itself  as  Qsitall ;  and  not  sent  home,  that  the 
inistry  might  not  know  I  was  to  have  500  pounds  for  passing  it.  The 
Offering  this,  I  snppose,  you  believ'd  would  be  a  Sufficient  Imlucem* 
Obtain  my  Assent  to  your  ;£,"40,ooo  Act,  your  making  of  that  offer  I 
^what  your  Notions  of  Virtue  and  Honour  are,  Sl  wbaL  many  of  you  t 
\o,  if  in  my  Case,  for  a  Much  less  Sum :  but  yoo  Mistook  your  Man  j 
ir  if  I  know  mj^f  your  whole  j^*  40,000  would  not  have  Prevail'd  upoul 
e  to  have  Acted  so  mean  apart.  If  I  recommend  any  bill,  it  shall  be» 
hat  I  deem)  the  intrinsick  goodness  of  it  shall  induce  me  to  do  it, 
id  not  any  Sum  you  can  give  me.  If  yon  believ'd  nM>ney  would  have 
llaenc*d  me  to  come  into  your  measures,  the  <^er  should  have  been 
a  dlHerent  kind,  and  not  of  such  a  nature,  that  none  but  a  Fool  would.1 
lliave  been  influenced  by ;  and  instead  of  being  an  Inducem*  to  tecomr 
mend  your  biD,  or  using  any  Interest  to  get  it  pass'd  at  home  would  be 
a  Strong  motive  to  the  Contrary.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  your  present  bill  for  making  ;^40,ooo  being  to  put  so  much 
loney  into  the  Loan  Offices  without  any  certain  Indisputable  provision 
'for  the  Support  of  the  Government,  I  cannot  think  it  proper  for  me  to 
Assent  unto  it ;  Had  that  been  done  :  Had  a  Sufficient  sum  of  money 
been  by  that  bill  Appropriated  to  the  building  of  a  House  and  conven- 
iences for  the  Residence  of  a  Governor,  Places  and  Houses  for  the 
Sittings  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  and  for  the  safe  keeping  &  pre- 
serving of  the  Public  records  of  the  Province,  whereby  many  tradesmen 
and  the  poor  and  Labouring  part  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  Province, 
might  have  been  Iraploy'd  ;  &  the  money  circulated  among  ourselves ; 
had  there  been  any  Pro>nsion  made  for  encouraging  and  increasing  the 
tie  Trade,  and  the  few  Manufactures  we  have,  whereby  more  Trad-men 
fand  Labourers  might  be  Iraploy'd ;  I  dont  know  how  far  I  might  have 
been  induced,  for  these  and  other  good  purposes  to  assent  lo  it :  But  \ 
as  none  of  these  things  are  done,  nor  I  believe  intended  ;  and  as  without 
these  things,  or  something  of  that  sort  litle  of  the  money  will  Circulate 
in  this  Province,  or  remain  long  in  it,  and  consequenlly  will  fitll  in  its 
value,  and  as  the  bill  is  full  of  Confus'd  references,  and  intricate  in  its 
lake  ;  I  neither  can  assent  to  it  myself,  nor  recommend  it  to  have 
is  Majesty's  &  by  this  you  will  save  the  ^£^500,  Intended  for  that 
^Purpose. 

Thus  much  for  your  bills. 

F.  W.  Ricord  and  W.  Nelson,  editors,  Documents  nlating  to  tht  Coionial 
history  0/ the  State  of  New  Jersey  (Trenton,  1891),  XV,  27»-275  passim. 
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66.    How  to  Avoid  a  Governor's  Veto  (1764) 

■V   LATR  GOVERNOR  THOMAS  POWNALL 

TMl  •H8g*^'<>°  i*  bMcd  on  the  practice  of  mray  atfcmblies.  —  Bibliography  as  in 
No.  5|abuvc 

THB  settling  and  determining  lhi«  point  is  of  the  roost  essential 
import  to  the  liberties  on  one  hand,  and  the  subordination  on  the 
other,  of  the  ^jovernment  of  the  tulotncs  to  the  government  of  the  mother 
c  oiiniry.  —  In  the  exammatiun  of  this  point,  it  will  come  under  consider- 
Alion,  tirsit,  Whether  the  fdll  and  whole  of  legislature  can  be  any  way, 
in  any  special  cajie,  suspended  ;  and  next,  whether  the  crown,  by  its 
insitruction^,  can  suspend  the  effect  of  thiii  legislature,  which  by  its 
commission  or  charters  it  has  given  or  declared  ;  if  not,  the  crown, 
whether  the  parliament  of  Circat  Britain  can  do  it,  and  how  ;  whether 
it  should  be  by  act  of  Parliament,  or  whether  by  addressing  the  crown 
upon  a  tiidarative  vote,  that  it  would  be  plcaseil  to  provide  by  its 
instructions,  for  the  carrying  the  effect  of  such  vote  into  execution,  as 
was  (tone  in  the  ca»e  of  the  paper-money  <:urrency. 

In  the  course  uf  examiumg  these  matters,  will  arise  to  consideration 
the  (ulUtwing  very  nutenal  j>oint.  .\s  a  principal  tie  of  the  subordina- 
tion of  the  lcg»slat\»res  of  the  colonies  on  the  government  of  the  mother 
country,  they  arc  lH>und  by  their  constitutions  and  charters,  to  send  all 
thtir  tuts  of  legislature  to  KngUni),  10  be  confirmed  or  abrogated  by  the 
crown  ;  but  if  any  of  the  legislatures  should  be  found  to  do  almost  every 
act  of  legislature,  by  votes  ox  orders,  even  to  the  repeftbng  the  effects 
of  actv  tiMpMdi^g  fitibMthBWnts  of  pay,  paying:  services,  doing  chan- 
««fy  and  other  jiadie«toiry  bi^iaess :  if  matters  of  this  sort,  done  by  these 
vote«  aJKl  orvlers,  ne^er  reduced  mto  the  fom  of  an  act»  have  their  efiect 
without  ever  being  scot  home  as  acts  of  legishttttie,  or  stibiuitted  to  the 
attowttocc  or  disallowance  of  the  crown  r  If  il  ahoald  be  found  that 
WMX.  Of  aagr  of  lihe  legNiiteAiim  of  the  colonies  carry  the  powers  of 
WgiiJkklttn  inlo  eiMCiilioo^  indcpeodeot  of  the  cTown  by  this  device,  — 
it  will  be  a  point  to  be  detertnined  bow  far,  in  such  cases,  the  subordj- 
Mtioo  of  the  legislatures  of  t 'r  es  to  the  government  of  the  mother 

counlry  is  maintained  or  sn  — or  if,  from  emergencies  arismg 

ia  thtte    :  Itvi^c*  i»  to  be  adtniitci,  the  point,  bow  &r 

•uchisto  ^^  t  to  be  determined ;  and  the  validity  of  these 

votes  and  onJenw  these  ^notn^i  Coosulta  so  iu  declared.     For  a  point 
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afaiidi^<eat  importance  in  the  subordination  of  the  colony  legislatures, 
and  of  so  questionable  a  cast  in  the  valid  exercise  of  this  legislative 
power,  ought  no  longer  to  remain  in  question. 

Thomas  Pownall,  The  Administration  of  the  Colonies  (London,  1765),  47-49. 


67.    Disallowance  of  a  Colonial  Bill  (1770) 

BV   THE   LORDS  COMMISSIONERS    FOR   TRADE    AND    PLANTATIONS 

The  utttmate  power  of  disallowance  was  one  way  of  enforcing  instructions,  and  the  < 
chief  means  of  keeping  the  colonies  within  bounds.  —  Btbliofjtaphy  :  George  Chalmers, 
Oftnions  0/ Eminent  Lawyers  (a  collection  of  rccomraendations  for  disallowance). 

TME  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  your  Majestys  most  hon^''  Privy 
Council  for  Plantation  Affairs  having  by  their  Order  of  the  lo*** 
of  Nov :  last  directed  us  to  report  to  them  Our  opinion  upon  a  Bill 
I  passed  in  May  1769  by  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  of 
lyour  Majesty's  Council  of  New  Vork  for  emitting  ^120,000  in  paper 
notes  of  Credit  upon  loan,  to  which  Kill  your  Majesty's  late  Governor 
had  refused  his  assent  without  having  first  received  your  Majesty's 
directions  for  that  purpose. 

We  did  on  the  20  of  Dec'  make  our  report  thereupon  submitting  it  to 
their  Lordships  to  give  such  advice  to  your  Majesty  on  this  subject  as 
they  should  think  fit,  and  in  the  mean  time,  and  until  your  Majesty's 
pleasure  could  be  known  the  Lieut'  Gov'  was  acquainted  with  the  several 
Heps  which  had  been  taken  on  this  occasion  &  with  the  difficulties  which 
rose  in  point  of  law  upon  those  Clauses  of  the  Bill  by  which  the  paper 
Lnotee  to  be  cancelled  were  made  a  legal  Teniler  in  the  Treasury  and 
loan  office  of  that  Colony. 

It  is  Our  duty  however  to  obser\'e  to  your  Majesty  that  notwithstand- 
ing their  intimation  given  to  the  Lieut'  Gov'  a  new  Bill  in  no  material 
points  differing  from  that  now  before  your  Majesty  has  been  proposed 
in  the  Assembly  of  this  Colony  &  having  passed  that  house  and  been 
concured  in  by  the  Council  Your  Majestys  said  Lieut'  Gov'  did  think 
fit  by  their  advice  to  give  his  assent  to  it  on  the  5  day  of  January  last 
and  therefore  it  becomes  necessary  for  us  to  lose  no  time  in  humbly 
laying  this  Act  which  was  received  at  Our  Office  yesterday  before  Your 
Majesty,  to  the  end  that  if  Your  Majesty  shall  be  pleased  to  signify  your 
disallowance  of  it,  either  upon  the  ground  of  the  doubts  in  point  of  law 
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which  occurred  to  the  former  Bill,  or  upon  a  consideration  of  so  irregular 
a  proceeding  as  that  of  entering  upon  a  proposition  of  this  nature  & 
passing  it  into  an  Act  pending  the  consideration  of  it  before  Your 
Majesty  in  Council  there  may  be  no  delay  in  having  Vour  Majesty s 
Pleasure  thereupon  signified  to  the  Colony,  so  as  to  reach  it  before  that 
part  of  the  Act  which  authorizes  the  emission  of  the  Bills  can  take  effect 
that  is  to  say  on  the  last  Tuesday  in  June- 
How  far  the  Lieut'  Gov'  is  justified  in  the  conduct  he  has  thought 
fit  to  pursue  on  this  occasion  must  be  submitted  to  your  Majesty  upon 
the  reason  assigned  by  him  in  his  letter  to  one  of  your  Majestys  prin- 
cipal Secretaries  of  State  &  to  this  Board  extracts  of  which  are  hereunto 
annexed,  but  it  is  Our  further  duty  to  observe  that  the  Instruction  of 
July  1766,  on  the  ground  of  which  he  says  the  Council  advise  him  to 
this  step  does  expressly  forbid  any  law  of  this  nature  to  be  passed  with- 
out a  Clatise  suspending  its  execution  until  your  Majestys  [pleasure] 
could  be  known 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor.  Dnciitnfnts  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the 
State  of  New-York  (Albany,  1857),  VI 11,  202-203. 


68.   Dispute  over  the  Agency  (1771) 

BY    AGENT   BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN 

From  about  1680  the  colonies  were  in  the  habit  of  appointing  »orae  person  to  rep- 
resent their  interests  in  London;  and  such  agents  received  salaries.  Franklin  was 
•gem  for  several  colunies  at  the  same  lime.  —  Bibliography  :  Winsor,  Narrative  and 
Critical  History,  V,  a  1 6,  VI,  53,  89. 

Wednesday,  i6Januar>'.  1771. 

J  WENT  this  morning  to  wait  on  Lord  Hillsborough.  The  porter  at 
first  denied  his  Lordship,  on  which  I  left  my  name  and  drove  ofT. 
But,  before  the  coach  got  out  of  the  square,  the  coachman  heard  a  call, 
turned,  and  went  back  to  the  door,  when  the  porter  came  and  said, 
"  His  lordship  wilt  see  you,  Sir,"  I  was  shown  into  the  levee  roorn^ 
where  I  found  Governor  Bernard,  who,  I  understand,  attends  there  con- 
stantly. Several  other  gentlemen  were  there  attending,  with  whom  I  sat 
down  a  few  minutes,  when  SecreLiry  Pownall  came  out  to  us,  and  said 
his  Lordship  desired  I  would  come  in. 

I  w.ts  please\1  with  this  ready  admission  and  preference,  h.iving  some- 
times waited  three  or  four  hours  for  my  turn  ;  and,  being  pleased^  I  cotild 
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easlf  pot  on  the  open,  cheerful  countenance,  that  my  frien<U 
advised  me  to  wear.  His  Lonlship  came  towards  me  ami  H;iiil,  "  I  yn%] 
dnssiog  in  order  tt>  go  to  court;  but,  hearing  that  yuu  were  a\  the  door, 
who  are  a  laan  of  business,  I  determined  to  see  you  immedi.ttcly.*'  t 
his  Lordship,  and  said  that  my  business  at  present  was  not 
i;  it  was  only  to  pay  my  respects  to  his  l^)rdshi|v  and  to  a<  «iuauvl 
vith  ny  appointment  by  the  House  of  Representatives  of  Nla^xa* 
Bay  to  be  their  agent  here,  in  which  station  if  I  could  l>e  of 
service — (I  was  going  on  to  say  —  "to  the  public,  I  should  be 
happy ; "  but  his  Lordship,  whose  countenance  rhan^ed  «t  my 
^  thai  province,  cut  me  short  by  saying,  with  !«unrthin^  between  * 
a  smile  and  a  sneer,) 

Z.  //.     1  must  set  you  right  there,  Mr.  Franklin,  vou  are  not  ai>ent, 
B.  F.     WTiy,  my  Lord? 
L,  H.    You  are  not  appointed. 
B.  P.    1  do  not  understand  your  Lordship  ;  I  have  the  appointment^ 
io  my  pocket. 

L.  H,  Yon  are  mistaken ;  I  have  later  and  better  adviceti.  I  hAS r 
a  letter  from  Governor  Hutchinson  \  he  would  not  give  his  ouent  to  the 
bill. 

B,  F.    There  was  no  bill,  my  Lord  ;  it  was  a  vote  of  the  I  louse. 
Z.  H.    There  was  a  bill  presented  to  the  govcrnoi   f«»r  the  purpose] 
of  appointing  you  and  another,  one  Dr.  Lee,  I  think  he  i»  tailed,  t<i] 
which  the  governor  refused  his  assent. 

B.  F.     I  cannot  understand  this,  ray  Ix>rd  ;  1  think  there  must  l>e' 
some  mistake  in  it.     Is  your  Lordship  quite  sure  thai  you  hdvc  su»h  a 
letter? 

L.  H.  I  will  convince  you  of  it  directly.  {Hinfis  tht  ML)  Mr. 
Pownall  will  come  in  and  satisfy  you. 

B,  F.  It  is  not  necessary,  that  I  should  now  detain  your  Lorxljship 
from  dressing.  You  are  going  to  court.  I  will  wait  on  your  Lordship 
another  time. 

L.  H.  No,  stay;  he  will  come  immediately.  (TV  the  sensint) 
Tell  Mr.  Pownall  I  want  him. 

(J/r,  Pownali  comes  in.) 
L.  H.     Have  not  you  at  hand  Governor  Hutchinson's  letter,  n\en- 
tioning  his  refusing  his  assent  to  the  bill  for  appointing  Dr.  FrankUn 
f agent  ? 

Sec,  P.    My  Lord? 
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L,H.    klhescMtsciiAietiier? 

'Set,  P.  No,  my  Lord  ;  there  is  a  letter  relating  to  some  biD  iix-  the 
payment  of  a  stalary  to  Mr.  De  Bcrdt,  and  I  think  to  some  other  agent, 
to  which  the  governor  had  refused  his  asbcnt. 

/„  H.     And  is  there  nothing  in  the  letter  to  the  purpose  I  mention? 

See.  P.     No,  my  Lord. 

B.  F.  I  thought  it  could  not  well  be,  my  Lord ;  as  my  letters  are 
by  the  last  »hip«,  and  they  mention  no  such  thing.  Here  is  the  authentic 
copy  of  the  vote  of  the  House  appointing  me,  in  which  there  is  no  men- 
tion of  any  act  intended.  Will  your  Lordship  please  to  look  at  it? 
(  With  ieemirtf^  unwiUingness  he  takes  it,  but  does  not  hok  into  it.) 

L.  If.  An  information  of  this  kind  is  not  properly  brought  to  roe  as 
Secretary  of  State.     The  Doard  of  Trade  is  the  proper  place. 

//.  /''.     I  will  leave  the  paper  then  with  Mr.  Pownall  to  be 

L.  //.     {liaitiiy.)      To  what  end  would  you  leave  it  with  htm? 

H.  F.     To  be  entered  on  the  minutes  of  that  Board,  as  usual. 

L»  li.  {Angrily,)  \\  shall  not  be  entered  there.  No  such  paper 
Khali  be  entered  there,  while  I  have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  business 
of  that  Hoard.  The  House  of  Representatives  has  no  right  to  appoint 
an  agrrit.  We  i\\\\\  tjkc  no  notice  of  any  agents,  but  such  as  are 
appointed  by  acts  of  Assembly,  to  which  the  governor  gives  his  assent. 
Wc  have  had  <:onfimi(m  enough  already.  Here  is  one  agent  appointed 
by  the  Cotmcil,  antJther  by  the  House  of  Representatives.  Which  of 
the»c  iti  Mgcnl  for  the  province?  Who  are  we  to  hear  in  pronncial 
nfTiiin«?  An  ai^cnt  afipointtMl  by  act  of  As5.em?»ly  we  can  understand. 
No  other  will  be  attended  to  for  the  future,  I  can  assure  you. 

//-  /'".  1  I  aiutul  lunccivc,  my  Lord,  why  the  consent  of  the  governor 
ihotild  be  ihoitght  necessary  to  the  appointment  of  an  agent  for  the 
IMTopIc.     ll  necms  to  me  that 

L.  //.  (  With  a  mixed  look  of  anger  and  eon  tempt.)  I  shall  not  enter 
Into  A  dinputc  with  von,  Sir,  uptm  this  subject. 

/A  /'*.  I  beg  ytjur  I.ordslvip's  pardon;  I  do  not  presume  to  dispute 
with  your  I^ords^hip  ;  I  would  only  say,  that  it  seems  to  me,  that  every 
lx)dy  of  men,  who  cannot  appear  In  person,  where  business  relating  to 
Ihem  may  be  transacted,  should  have  a  right  to  appear  by  an  agent. 
The  concurrence  of  the  governor  does  not  seem  to  me  necessary.  It 
\%  the  bu*inewi  of  the  people,  that  is  to  be  done  ;  he  is  not  one  of  them  ; 
he  is  him»elf  an  agent. 
Z.  H,     {Hastily,)     Whose  agent  is  he? 
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B.  F.    The  King's,  my  Lord. 

Z.  H.  No  such  matter.  He  is  one  of  the  corporation  by  the  prov- 
ince charter.  No  agent  can  be  appointed  but  by  an  act,  nor  any  act 
pass  without  his  assent.  Besides,  this  proceeding  is  directly  contrary  to 
express  instructions. 

B.  F.  I  did  not  know  there  had  been  such  instructions.  I  am  not 
concerned  in  any  offence  against  them,  and 

Z.  H.  Yes,  your  offering  such  a  paper  to  be  entered  is  an  offence 
against  them.  {^Folding  it  up  again  without  having  read  a  word  of  it.) 
No  such  appointment  shall  be  entered.  When  I  came  into  the  admin- 
istration of  American  affairs,  I  found  them  in  great  disorder.  By  my 
firmness  they  are  now  something  mended  j  and,  while  I  have  the  honor 
to  hold  the  seals,  I  shall  continue  the  same  conduct,  the  same  firmness. 
I  think  my  duty  to  the  master  I  serve,  and  to  the  government  of  this 
nation,  requires  it  of  me.  If  that  conduct  is  not  approved,  they  may 
take  my  office  from  me  when  they  please.  I  shall  make  them  a  bow, 
and  thank  them ;  I  shall  resign  with  pleasure.  That  gentleman  know? 
it,  {pointing  to  Mr.  Pownall,)  but,  while  I  continue  in  it,  I  shall  reso- 
hitely  persevere  in  the  same  firmness.  {Spoken  with  great  warmth ^ 
and  turning  paie  in  his  discourse,  as  if  he  was  angry  at  something  or 
somebody  besides  the  agent,  and  of  more  consequence  to  himse^.) 

B.  F.  {Reaching  out  his  hand  for  the  paper,  which  his  Lordship 
returned  to  him.)  I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardon  for  taking  up  so  much 
of  your  time.  It  is,  I  believe,  of  no  great  importance  whether  the 
appointment  is  acknowledged  or  not,  for  I  have  not  the  least  concep- 
tion that  an  agent  can  at  present  be  of  any  use  to  any  of  the  colonies. 
I  shall  therefore  give  your  Lordship  no  further  trouble.     (  Withdrew.) 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Works  (edited  by  Jared  Sparks,  Boston,  1838),  VII, 
508-512. 


CHAPTER   X  — COLONIAL   COURTS 
69.   How  Juries  were  Summoned  (1710) 

BY    "  A   SWISS   GENTLEMAN  " 

The  author  of  this  piece  \«as  a  Svv):;s,  who  went  out  to  America  in  behalf  of  a  land 
ichcme.  Other  colunJrs  bad.  sulfsldrilially  the  same  jury  system.  —  Bibliography: 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guide^  §§  146,  147;    B.  V.  KhhaVi^  Judge  and  Jury. 

THO'  it  is  Commendation  sufficient  for  our  Laws,  to  say  they  are  as 
nigh  to  those  of  Enghititi^  as  conveniently  may  be,  yet  we  have 
in  several  things  refiii'd  upon  the  English  Laws.  For  instance :  The 
Jurors  are  not  here  returned  by  the  Sheriffs,  but  the  Names  of  all  the 
best  qnalifieil  Persons  in  the  Country  are  agreed  upon  and  settled  by 
Act  of  Asi>embly,  and  put  together  into  a  Ballot-Jiox.  At  the  End 
of  every  Court  this  is  set  upon  the  Table,  before  the  Judge  and  Bench, 
and  after  it  is  shaken,  a  little  Child  draws  out  48  Names,  which  are 
rca<l,  and  a  List  of  them  taken  by  the  Sheriff,  that  he  may  know  whom 
to  summons.  These  48  are  put  in  the  second  Division  of  the  Ballot- 
Hux,  out  of  which,  at  the  opening  of  the  next  Court,  another  Child 
<lr.»w!*  12,  who  are  to  serve  as  Jurors;  and  if  any  just  Exception  be 
ma  Ic,  lie  draws  othcru,  unlill  the  Jviry  be  full.  The  same  Method,  with 
little  Altcralion,  is  taken  in  returning  Juries  for  the  Sessions  of  the 
Peace.  'I'hc  Names  of  those  who  have  ser\''d  are  put  in  the  third 
division  of  the  Box,  where  they  lie  till  those  in  the  first  Division  are 
almost  all  drawn,  ami  then  they  are  again  put  into  this.  The  Reason' 
of  their  lying  in  the  third  Division  is,  because  one  Set  of  Persons  should 
not  be  too  much  burthen'd»  but  that  all  should  have  an  equal  Share  of 
the  Trouble,  as  nigh  as  may  be. 

The  Ballot- Box  hath  three  Locks  and  Keys,  kept  by  three  several 
Persons  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly,  whereof  the  Judge  of  the 
Court  is  one  ;  neither  can  the  Box  be  opened  without  the  Presence  of 
those  three. 

The  Reason  of  all  this  Precaution  in  returning  Jurors  is,  for  the  belter 
and  more  effectual  Presen'alion  of  the  Lives  and  Estates  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants.     For  the  Sheriffs,  Marshals,  and  all  other  such  Officers,  being 
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appointed  by  the  Governor,  and  keeping  their  Places  only  during  his 
Pleasure,  if  the  returning  of  Juries  lay  in  their  Power,  'tis  more  than 
probable,  they  might  at  some  time  or  other,  pack  such  Instruments  as 
would  be  ready  10  gratify  him,  to  the  Ruin  of  any  Person  ag^unst  whom  > 
he  had  conceiv'd  Malice  or  Displeasure.  Considering  therefore,  how 
easily  frivolous  and  unjust  Prosecutions  are  set  on  foot,  and  Evidences 
fit  for  any  Turn  may  be  procur'd,  nothing  can  be  a  greater  Security  than 
this  noble  I^w  ;  for  after  ail  the  Arts  and  Management  betwixt  a  bad 
Governor,  Judge,  and  Attorney-General,  to  carry  on  an  illegal  Prosecu- 
tion, the  whole  Contrivance  is  at  last  spoiled  by  the  Impossibility  of 
Packing  a  Jury  for  the  Purpose. 

A  Letter  from  South  Carolina 
don,  >7i8),  23-24. 


Written  by  a  Swiss  Gentleman  (Lon- 


70.    Charge  to  a  Grand  Jury  (1753) 

BY    LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR    ROBERT    DINWIDDIE 

Dinwiddle  was  lieutenant-governor  of  Virginia  From  X751  to  175S,  and  his  lettera 
show  bim  to  have  been  vigorous  and  able.  The  charge  to  the  grand  jury  was  often 
made  a  political  harangue.  —  Bibliography :  Wiiisor,  Narrative  and  Critical  His- 
tory, V,  268-270. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Grand  Jury  : 
"\ /OU  are  here  assembled  and  sworn  to  the  Execution  of  the  most  ^ 
X  Important  Trust  that  can  be  repos'd  in  Men.  To  enact  Laws,  is 
indeed  the  Work  of  the  Suj>ream  Legislature,  but  upon  the  Execution 
of  those  Laws,  not  only  the  Happiness,  but  the  very  Being  of  Society 
more  imedialely  depends.  It  is  therefore  from  You,  Gentlemen,  that 
the  Public  is  to  derive  whatsoever  distinguishes  a  free  and  well  govern'd 
Comunity  from  a  Band  of  niigrating  Savages,  who  have  no  Principal 
of  Action  but  Appetite,  and  no  rule  of  Right,  but  Power.  Temptations 
to  Violence,  and  to  Fraud  are  so  various  and  frequent,  that  it  is  no 
Wonder  they  are  not  always  resisted.  Mankind  are  perpetually  devi- 
ating into  Disorder  and  Escaping  from  the  Bond  of  Society.  It  is 
itherefore  necessary  for  the  Magistrate  to  watch  the  Earliest  Efforts  of 
ppression,  and  the  first  Sallies  of  Intemperance  with  the  greatest  t'ir- 
cumspection,  and  imediately  to  restore  the  general  Order  as  often  as 
it  is  interupted.     The  Crimes  by  which  religion  is  Prophan'd,  AIlegi;ince 
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to  tile  King  broken,  Property  invaded,  and  reputation  sullied,  are  so 
inuleiplieil  that  the  List  js  a  Satyre  on  our  Species,  and  [I]  wish  I  cou'd 
be  exciis'd  from  enumerating  the  many  Ways  by  w'ch  human  Nature 
has  been  degraded,  but  I  am  compeU'd  to  display  the  Cauloge  before 
you,  and  some  of  the  Articles  1  hope  you  will  be  able  effectually  to  wipe 
out.  You  are,  rient.,  to  punish  all  who  dare  Blaspheam  Almighty  God, 
a  Crime  whit:h  seems  to  im  luile  a  Ca|jariiy  for  all  others,  for  what  may 
not  be  dreaded  frum  the  \Vrelt:h  who  reviles  infinite  Goo<iness,  ridi- 
cules consumate  Wisiioui,  and  defies  unbounded  Power,  as  a  lower 
Species  of  this  0(Tcm:e»  You  are  to  lake  Notice  of  the  contemptuous 
Viotati*>n  of  the  Sabbath,  w'ch  is  an  Outrage  on  ever)'  Christian  ;  and 
of  the  horritl  Oaths  and  Imprecations,  w'ch  wou'd  make  a  Mahomitan 
tremble. 

Perjury  in  Judiriat  Concerns  is  a  dreadful  Complicat'n  of  Guilt,  it's 
a  daring  Innult  (in  the  Deity,  and  the  most  scandalous,  as  well  as  dan- 
gerous Invaiiion  of  the  Properly  of  Others. 

Drunkenness,  also,  however  Venial  and  trifling  in  comon  Estimation,  is 
lo  be  clas4s[ed]  Among  the  Offences  w'ch  are  more  imediately  comitted 
ag.imsl  the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  as  it  debases  His  Image,  and  abuses 
II IK  lk)unty.  You  arc  next  to  present  all  the  Species  of  Treason  and 
mispriKon  of  Treason,  w'ch  are  Offences  comitted  against  His  most 
Sacred  Majesty,  under  w'ch  is  included  :  —  Counterfeiting  the  Coin,  or 
bringing  faJte  Coin  into  the  Colony,  or  counterfeiting  foreing  Coin  that 
are  current  here,  ainl  utteritig  seditious  Words  against  His  Majesty's 
^enoa  and  Gov't  Hie  Oimcs  that  relate  to  our  Fellow  Subjects  are 
^-Murder,  Burglary,  robbing  on  the  High- Way,  Stealing,  or  receiving 
tlolen  (iiMxlii,  riots,  routs,  or  unbwful  .\ssemblies.  Assaults,  or  in  general, 
all  Gaming,  Knlury,  Extortion,  keeping  disorderly  Houses,  Cheats* 
NwMBces  and  Neglect  to  repair  the  High-Ways  and  Bridges.  Such, 
Qailt,  is  a  List  of  Crimes  you  are  to  present,  w'ch,  yet,  is  far  from 
including  all  possible  Methods,  by  w'ch  ingenious  Wickedness  fsuj 
deviate  from  the  rules  of  Society.  For  that  there  is  a  constant  Succes- 
sion of  new  Vices,  or  at  lea.st  new  Modes  of  Vice,  for  the  Evasion  of 
Legal  Punishment,  is  the  constant  Experience  of  every  Legislature,  as 
appears  from  the  perpetual  enaction  of  new  l-aws.  When  therefore  on 
Y'r  EiKjuiries,  vou  shall  perceive  any  of  these  raaJignant  Plants  spring 
up,  Y'r  Duty  to  V'r  God,  Your  King,  Y'r  Country  and  Y'r  Selves, 
requires  that  you  exert  all  Your  Power  (or  their  imediale  Destruction. 

Great  indeed  is  this  Task,  Gent.,  but  the  Order  of  our  happy  Consti- 
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I  tution  directs  the  Performance  thereof,  and  I  Congratulate  the  Publick 
and  myself,  that  it  is  in  so  able  Hands,  and  T  doubt  not  but  that  you 
will  acquit  Y'r  Selves  so  as  to  not  only  to  have  the  Praise  of  Men,  but 
also  the  Blessing  of  God. 

My  fourth  Charge,  Oct'r  i6th,  1753. 

The  Official  Records  of  Robert  Dimviddie  (Virginia  Historical  Society,  ColUc- 
tioHSy  New  Series,  III,  Richmond,  1883),  I,  3S-37' 
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71.    Records  of  a  Precinct  Court  (1693/4) 

BY  THE  CLERK  OF  THE  COURT  OF  PERQUtMANS 

This  is  an  interesting  example  of  the  records  of  a  court  of  first  instance  for  petty 
causes. —  Bibliography:  Channing  and  Hart,  Cuide,^  147. 

T   A   COURT   HOLDEN    AP  THE    HOUSE   OF  DIANA 
FFOSTERS  — THE    FFIRST   MUNDAY    IN    FFEB- 
RUARY   ANN'*   DO.    1693-4  .  .  . 

Mrs.  Darant  enters  for  her  two  Grand  Children  a  young  sorrell  mare 
with  a  star  in  her  forhead  Called  Honne  the  same  mare  &  her  increase 
&  increases  to  to  Ann  and  Elizabeth  Waller  to  them  and  their  heires 
for  ever. 

Thomas  Lepper  has  proved  ten  Rights  in  ye  County  Court  Tho  Kent 
Ann  his  wife  Sarah  Kent  Rebeccah  Kent  Ann  Kent  Jun'  John  Thomas 
W"  Brown  W""  Brickstone  Tho  Lep[>er  Nicholas  Robeson 

John  Barrow  proves  three  rights  by  importation  Robert  Tester  Simon 
Smith  and  a  negroe  Jean 

Thomas  Pierce  has  proved  his  rights  being  Thomas  Pierce  John 
Pierce  Susanna  Ruth  Pierce  Dorothy  Pierce  Mary  Pierce  Mary  Bridges 
John  Wilkeson  and  John  Pierce  in  all  nine  Rights 

Hannah  Gosby  has  entered  nine  Rights  Jno.  Gosby  Jn°  Anderson 
John  Kinsey  Richard  VVaterlow  Kathrine  Kinsey  Jean  Anderson  &  3 
hands  from  J  no  Northcoate  Joseph  Hepworth  Jeremiah  White  &  Henry 
Cby  sen^  in  all  nine  Rights 

Peter  Gray  Proves  two  Rights  for  himselfe  transporting  twice  into  the 
Governm"  and  one  given  him  by  John  Twegar  .  .  . 

Upon  a  petition  exhibited  by  Jabell  Alford  praying  to  have  liberty  to 
chuse  a  Guardian.     Ordered  ihal  the  said  Jabell  Alford  be  bound  to 
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M**  Susanna  Hartley  Widow  untill  he  be  one  and  twenty  yeares  of  age 
&  that  y*  said  M"  Hartly  be  bound  and  enter  into  bond  to  leame  him 
the  trade  of  a  Carpenter  or  Joyner  w"*in  y*  said  time.  .  .  . 

[November  6.]  A  Bill  of  enditem'*  was  Brought  a^  VV"  Shreenes 
aud  presented  to  y*  Grand  Jury  y*  Grand  Jury  finds  Bilk  vera  y*  Petty 
Jury  was  sent  out  &  found  y*  Prise'  guilty  of  Petty  Larceny  &  so  re- 
turned y'  Bill  whereupon  he  was  ordered  by  the  Court  to  have  30  lashes 
upon  his  naked  back  stript  to  his  wast  &  sevearly  VVhipt  and  be  bound 
to  serve  for  hjs  Phees  one  yeare  and  half  from  this  day  9''"  9"'  to  his 
M'  John  Hatton  besides  his  former  Indenture  of  ffive  yeares  .  .  . 

A  Bill  of  enditem"  was  brought  ag*  Robert  White  &  Vincent  White 
his  son  &  presented  to  y"  Grand  Jury  The  Grand  Jury  finds  Billa  vera 
The  petty  Jury  was  sent  out  and  they  brought  their  verdict  they  found 
y*  prisoners  guilty  of  Grand  Larceny  &  they  craved  the  Benefit  of  y' 
clargey  w*^""  being  granted  Ordered  that  they  be  branded  in  y*  hand  vt*^ 
the  letter  T :  upon  y*  Brawn  of  y*  left  Ihurabe  w*"*  was  executed  accord- 
ingly on  Rob'  White  ;  y*  other  reteined  to  long'  Time  or  be  delivered 
by  the  Palatines  Court  .  .  , 

Snsana  Harris  enters  for  her  daughter  Sarah  her  proper  Marke  a  crop 
&  two  Slitt  on  y'  left  ear  &  an  over  keele  &  an  under  keele  on  y*  Right 
ear. 

William  L.  Saunders,  editor,  TAg  Colonial  Records  cf  North  Carolina  (Raleigh, 
1886),  I,  y^2 -^02  passim. 


72.    A  Prosecution  for  Criticising  Government  (1734) 

BY   ;OHN    PETER    ZENGER    (1/38) 

Zenger  wa*  the  publisher  of  the  Xrtv  York  Weekly  Journal,  and  was  prosecuted 
for  teaching  contempt  of  \\\\  Mftji-«ty's  government.  His  acquittal  is  a  lanilmark  in 
the  history  of  the  presi  and  of  freedom  of  speech  in  America.  —  Bibliographx.' 
Winaor,  Narrative  and  Critical  /listory,  V,  242;  Channing  and  Hart,  GuiJe,  §  105. 

E   it   remembred,  Thai   Richard  Bradley,   Esq  ; 
Attorney   CJeneral  of  Our  Sovereign    Lord   the 


'  New-  York,  ss. 
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King,  for  the  Province  of  A>a'-  York,  who  for  Our  said  Ijord  the  King 
in  this  Parts  Prosecutes,  in  his  own  proper  Person  comes  here  into  the 
Court  of  Our  said  Lord  the  King,  and  for  Our  said  Lord  the  King  gives 
the  Court  here  to  understand,  and  be  informed,  That  John  Peier  Zenger^ 
tale  of  the  City  of  New-  York,  Printer,  (being  a  seditious  Person,  and  a 
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frequent  Pnnter  and  Publisher  of  false  News  and  seditious  Libels,  and 
wickedly  and  maliciously  devising  the  Government  of  Our  said  Lord  the 
King  of  this  His  Majesty's  Province  o{  New- York,  under  the  Adminis- 
tration of  His  Excellency  William  Cosby ^  Esq  ;  Captain  General  and 
Govemoyr  in  Chief  of  the  said  Province,  to  traduce,  scandalize  and 
vilify,  and  His  Excellency  the  said  Governour,  and  the  Ministers 
and  Officers  of  Our  said  Lord  the  King  of  and  for  the  said  Province  to 
bring  into  Suspicion  and  the  ill  Opinion  of  the  Subjects  of  Our  said  Lord 
the  King  residing  within  the  said  Province)  the  Twenty  eighth  Day  of 
Janudpy,  in  the  seventh  Year  of  the  Reign  of  Our  Sovereign  Lord  George 
the  second,  by  the  Grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland^ 
King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  <3*c.  at  the  City  of  Neut-York,  did  falsfy, 
seditiously  and  scandalously  print  and  publish,  and  cause  to  be  printed 
and  published,  a  certain  false,  malicious,  seditious,  scandalous  Libel, 
entituled,  Th^  Neuf-  York  Weekly  Journal,  containing  the  freshest  Advices 
foreign  and  domestick;  in  which  Libel  (of  and  concerning  His  Excel- 
lency the  said  Governour,  and  the  Ministers  and  Officers  of  Our  said 
Lord  the  King,  of  and  for  the  said  Province)  among  other  Things 
therein  contained  are  the  W^ords  "Your  Appearance  in  Print  at  last, 
gives  a  Pleasure  to  many,  tho'  most  wish  you  had  come  faidy  into  the 
open  Field,  and  not  appeared  behind  Retrenchments  made  of  the  sup- 
posed Laws  against  Libelling,  and  of  what  other  Men  have  said  and 
done  before  ;  these  Retrenchments,  Gentlemen,  may  soon  be  shewn  to 
you  and  all  Men  to  be  weak,  and  to  have  neither  Law  nor  Reason  for 
their  Foundation,  so  cannot  long  stand  you  in  stead  :  Therefore,  you 
had  much  better  as  yet  leave  them,  and  come  to  what  the  People  of  this 
City  and  Province  (the  City  and  Province  of  Ne^v-York  meaning)  think 
are  the  Points  in  Question  {to  wit)  They  (the  People  of  the  City  and 
Province  of  New-  York  meaning)  think  as  Matters  mm'  stand,  that  their 
LIBERTIES  and  VKOVllKYW.^  are  precarious,  and  that  SLAVERY 
is  like  to  he  intailed  on  them  and  their  Posterity,  if  some  past  Things  he 
not  amended,  and  this  they  collect  from  many  past  Proceedings  J'  { Mean- 
ing many  the  past  Proceedings  of  His  Excellency  of  the  said  Governour, 
and  of  the  Ministers  and  Officers  of  our  said  Lord  the  King,  of  and  for 
the  said  Province)  .  .  .  among  other  Things  therein  contained,  are 
these  Words,  ^"^  One  of  our  Neighbours  (one  of  the  Inhabitants  <yi  New- 
Jersey  meaning)  being  in  Company,  obsen'ing  the  Strangers  (some  of 

■  the  Inhabitants  o(  Ne^v-York  meaning)  full  of  Complaints,  endeavoured 

■  to  perswade  them  to  remove  into  Jersey  ;  to  which  it  was  replied;  thai 
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h  '>■  f'f  m^  M '"  "^mf  ^Mj»  EjKcinKj  flite  smI  Gocbuov 

^ '/  //'v<  /?  m  M^wm  #nfll  «  H^toAKicr  mkmt  a  m  ie 

fxfifrt^if  fttm  (fifth  ;  flftf  thfit  it>ai  ^n  m4>Piftg  t»  VwuArmkk,  {jmeaaim^ 
tmb  ihM  i*M  (h^n  H!tti*jvttt%  (torn  SiUh  Yprk^  vrtb  iaieiic  id  lesade  at 
hfltltt'UHffi)  /(*  H'hith  Matf  Hit  reptfrttd  itvtrat  ionsiiUnMt Men  mre 
HHiM^ih^  Ifiifftf  Nmv  Vttrk  ttUiMhitt^)  (xprtiud  in  Terms  very  wuv»mg 
MUth  i  nfUMti  /cr  f/tf  Cirtums/antft  of  Ncw-Vofk  (the  bsul  Circiun- 
•♦rtrt'  M  Nf  fl»^  f*rf»virt'  f  «mt  \\\p  pp'r|»)*.'  of  New-  York  meaning)  seemed 
ft*  fffiiif-  flifth  vffv  WUfh  cwin^  to  the  influence  that  some  Men  (vhom  he 
tflli  I  hfid  tH  thf  /IdmiHit/ratioH  (meaning  ihc  Administration 

iif  ♦  4fr  f'lfMMPUt  ftf  lh*»  <j«l(l  I'rovlrucof  New-York)  said  he  was  now 
0fnj(  hy^m  Ihpm,  titid  uun  hot  to  /v  hurt  h  any  Measures  they  should 
Mki^i  ^ttt  rt^h/tf  »i>/  he/p  thirtttg  towe  Concern  for  the  Welfare  of  his 
V^nhs  MeH^  It  til/  ihf'utd  be  ulad  to  hear  that  the  Assembly  (meaning 
^"^  Ueh^»^rtl  Aflflt'tnlily  or  llie  I'lovlmc  of  Ne^v-Vork)  would  exert  them- 
.«T^  ftf  h^%Aitit  tkfm^  hy  ikfWtHji  that  they  have  the  Interest  of  their 
tW#^t*  #»*>#¥  Al  //m#<  ^*»m  tkt  (JtMtktit'afion  of  any  priiHtte  View  of 
♦♦^<  <9t  all  afttted,  hy  the  Smites  or  Frowns 

«lf  i        i      ,    ,  ,u  y  ihc  said  Clovcrnour  meaning)  both 

W'^  ryi»Y*M  9d  hf  i*Vs^W»  when  M/  Inhtrtst  of  their  C&itntry  is 
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Govomor,  and  of  all  others  concern'd  in  the  Administration  of  the 
Government  of  the  said  Province,  and  against  the  Peace  of  Our  Sover- 
eign Lord  the  King  His  Crown  and  Dignity,  cr'^.  Whereupon  ihe  said 
Attorney  General  of  Our  said  Ijord  the  King,  for  Our  said  Lord  ihc 
King,  prays  the  Adnsement  of  the  Court  here,  in  the  Premises,  and  the 
due  Process  of  the  Law,  against  him  the  said  jD/in  Peter  /Unger,  io  this 
Part  to  be  done,  to  answer  to  Our  said  Lord  the  King  of  and  in  the 
Premises,  ^c.  ^  BraJiey,  Attorney  General' 

To  this  Information  the  Defendant  has  pleaded  Not  Guilty^  and  we 
are  ready  to  prove  it.  .  .  . 

Then  Mr.  Hamilton^  who  at  the  Request  of  some  of  my  Friends,  was 
so  kind  as  to  come  from  Philadelphia  to  assist  me  on  the  Tryal^  spoke. 

Mr,  Hamilton^  May  it  please  your  Honour ;  I  am  concerned  in  this 
Cause  on  the  Part  of  Mr.  Zenger  the  Defendant  The  Information 
against  my  Client  was  sent  me,  a  few  Days  before  I  left  Home,  with 
some  Instnictions  to  let  me  know  how  far  1  might  rely  upon  the  Truth 
of  those  Parts  of  the  Papers  set  forth  in  the  Information,  and  which  are 
said  to  be  iibeHous.  And  tho'  I  am  perfectly  of  the  Opinion  with  the 
Gentleman  who  has  just  now  spoke,  on  the  same  Side  with  me,  as  to 
the  common  Course  of  Proceedings,  I  mean  in  putting  Mr.  Attorney 
upon  proving,  that  my  Client  printed  and  published  those  Papers  men- 
tioned in  the  Information ;  yet  I  cannot  think  it  proper  for  me  (without 
doing  Violence  to  my  own  Principles)  to  deny  the  Publication  of  a 
Complaint,  which  I  think  is  the  Right  of  every  free-l>orn  Subject  to 
make,  when  the  Matters  so  published  can  be  supported  with  Truth ;  and 
therefore  I'll  save  Mr.  Attorney  the  Trouble  of  Examining  his  Witnesses 
to  that  Point;  and  I  do  (for  my  CHent)  confess,  that  he  both  printed 
and  published  the  two  News  Papers  set  forth  in  the  Information,  and  I 
hope  in  so  doing  he  has  committed  no  Crime.  .  .  . 

Mr.  MttoriiBy,  .  .  .  The  Case  before  the  Court  is,  whether  Mr.  Zenger 
is  guilty  of  Libelling  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  ffew-fori,  and 
indeed  the  whole  Administration  of  the  Government?  Mr  Hamilton 
has  confessed  the  Printing  and  Publishing,  and  I  think  nothing  is 
plainer,  than  that  the  Words  in  the  Information  are  scandalous,  and 
isnd  to  Sedition,  and  to  disquiet  the  Minds  of  the  Peop/e  of  this 
Pro¥ince,  And  if  smh  Papers  are  not  Liliels,  I  think  it  may  be  said, 
there  can  be  no  such  Thing  as  a  Libel. 

Mr.  Hamilton,  May  it  please  your  Honour ;  I  cannot  agree  with  Mr. 
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AttotMy  :  For  tho'  I  freely  acknowledge,  that  there  are  such  Things  as 
f«M>el«,  yet  I  rmi<rt  insist  nt  the  same  Time,  that  what  my  Client  is 
/'harmed  with,  is  not  a  Lil^;cl  ,  an<i  I  observed  just  now,  that  Mr.  At- 
Uftnty  ifi  drrming  a  Lihx"l.  made  use  of  the  Words  Mcofufahas,  *edt- 
(iou$,  and  f»nd  to  diiquiet  the  People  ,  btit  (whether  with  De:sign  or 
not  I  ^\\\  not  ^^)^)  he  (Jtnitltd  the  Word  faUe. 

Hr  Mtiorney,  I  lhir>k  I  di<l  not  omit  the  Word  fahe  :  But  it  has  been 
•aid  tttrt'  t'ly,  iliit  it  fn;iy  be  a  Libel,  notwithstanding  it  may  be  true. 

Mr,  Hamilton,  In  Ihis  I  must  still  differ  with  Mr.  Attorney;  for  I 
depend  u|»(in  it,  w«*  nrv  lf>  be  tried  u(>on  this  Information  now  before 
the  (  (Hirt  fH>d  Jtiry,  nnd  to  whirh  we  have  |>lcaded  ^ot  Guilty^  and  by 
It  we  nrr  charged  with  priiiling  and  publishing,  a  certain  false,  maft- 
efout,  teifftfout  and  icandahut  L'hef.  This  Word  fafse  must  have 
mm\f  Mciniu^,  or  fUo  liuw  <  ;tmo  tl  there?  .  ,   . 

Mr  Ch  Juifice,  \'ou  riumni  bo  ;idu»ttted,  Mr.  Hamilton,  to  give  the 
lr\i!h  o(  ;\  l.dirl  in  I^vidcmc.  A  Libel  is  not  lo  be  jiistitied  ;  for  it  is 
MevrrtlielcM  a  Lilwl  that  it  in  fn/a. 

Mr.  ttamitten,  I  am  sorry  the  Court  has  so  soon  resolved  upon  that 
Pief:e  of  I. aw  .  I  expei  teii  fir«it  to  have  been  heard  to  that  Point.  I 
have  not  in  all  my  Reading  met  w^lh  an  Authority  that  says,  we  cannot 
bt  admitieil  to  give  the  1  ruth  in  F.vidence,  u|x>n  an  Information  for  a 

Llbrl 

0r.  Ch.  %fvttrce,  I  he  l^w  is  clear,  That  ycni  cannot  justify  a  Libel.  .  .  , 
Mr.  N<7f/if//t>n,  I  thank  your  Honour.  Then,  Gentlemen  of  the  Juiy, 
it  ift  to  yon  wc  must  now  ap]>eal.  for  Witnc?ises  to  the  Truth  of  the 
Fartu  we  have  offered,  and  are  denieii  the  LiWrt)-  to  pro\*e ;  and  let  it 
not  seem  strange,  that  1  apply  my  self  to  you  in  this  Manner,  I  am  war- 
ranted so  to  do  both  by  l^tw  and  Reason.  The  Last  sxipposes  you  to 
be  ««mmone<l,  out  of  th/  Nfighhourhood  wherr  fhr  Fact  is  alifdged  to  he 
(ommitted  \  and  the  Reason  of  your  being  taken  out  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood is,  hnau^e  \ou  art  supposed  to  have  the  best  fCnoJoietige  of  the  Piul 
that  ts  to  he  tried,  An<l  were  you  to  find  a  ^'erdict  against  my  Clienl, 
you  mtist  take  upon  you  to  say,  the  Papers  referred  to  in  the  Informa- 
tk»o,  nnd  which  we  acknowledge  we  printed  and  published,  are  false, 
sea'  '  '  ■  '  '■''  't^s  ;  but  of  this  I  can  have  no  .Apprehension.  You 
ar  )\>rk  ;  you  are  really  what  the   l^w  supposes  you 

to  l>e,  Ernest  and  inwfttl  ^fen  ;  and,  according  to  my  Brief,  the  Facts 
which  we  offer  to  prove  were  not  committed  in  a  Corner ;  they  arc 
notoriously  known  lo  be  tnic;  «nd  therefore  in  your  Justice  lies  ow 
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Safely.  Aod  a&  wt  are  dcnued  tht  Liiiery  :•:'  p-vint  Lvidfrict.  to  pryvt 
the  Iruih  of  what  wt  havtr  puhiisbed.  I  wil.  itt^  L*ra\t  ;■-■  :l>  r  'ivw!;  at 
a  •standing  Kuie  in  such  Cases.  7><fl.''  //iir  /*/;/■•?  ..fc:-  /•  L  \:i'h:»  ruf-jit 
a/u-a^.-  /i  /f  rakrfi  U-r  thr  ^^Twnpt^iT  £.'\iith.t  a!i-  j  :r.i;»*  i:  wil.  tiirv*: 
that  VVtijThi  with  you.  .  .  . 

...  I:  Is  trje  m  Timet,  '^as:  i:  wat  l  Criiii*  i'.  s;»»:i  i  '.'  -.:•.! .  ein'J  ui 
thai  teniblt  (.'oun  of  jiUir-'.'iiamiKir.  maiiA  w  .ir:i;«  11:11.  'ri-v.  :»:-r.  huf- 
fered  for  *■:>  doinr  :  an:!  ye:  cvtrt;  it.  :iia:  '..:iiir..  liir.  it  -.ri.*-.*:  'ju'..  '.!  nit»-r.. 
a  great  and  p:«jd  MaiJ  aurs:  »ai.wrui:  J  ir.»'.»*  »ii  lu:  '.#♦.  '.i.i.'.-t  iiuiibj 
of  me  to  bay  in  thii-  Piact.  tt  ilk:,  in-  F'u.:..'.  c  'trt  'n.c;.:  /  /V'  /,..''..■ 
/J  j7  Su't'Tj  sr.  tiif  Idcnd:  i»'  c  i>.\:ku:  /.'././.  r/.r  1/.    carf    '  "j*  </'..'  ft 

Static^r..  ar.j  int  vtttf*  ua*r.  tm:.  f't.ui.j*  1''  /:.  ilct:  t'  >.  cifur' .  f^ft!ji;r 
himstl''  :ri  arwzhcr  Mcnuv* . 

.Vf.  .-^/y/^Tiri.  Pray  Mi  Jiamicirr.  \m\k  i  -a:*,  vim-  yji  owx.  'i'jl  • 
gu  i.>o  far  neither.  ]  citn/:  iikt  iwj^-.  !.ii>e".i*:.- 

Mr.  y/n? /«;///■«.  Surt.  .Mr    -\tUirii^i    \'ji   w  u   ■  iniii.*  .mx   ♦  ;i;mi' .r.i'.in? 
all  Men  siTre  :ha!  wt  are  jj-jveme'..  i>x  iii*.    lj'.---   -j'    JIiujl;:    hij-    '  '.;-.iiij'j" 
s»te  'fit  MeanmE  of  .\i'.  -\Tiiiniev  .-  '.  .n:  ,  m  .  m-   vm-I    mj  ivn 
and  irit  Seii.«.t  I  i.-i'^t  'ii;i\»     o"  lH'.   ISr.-'Tiii;:    v-'   >-\\-  i'  viiri'-' 
Maiesti.  :ij£i:e>  i:  niiT»,)s->ii»i'.   ii»*  m*.   i    •-•    iuif    "   :i  i;»'    '■••  i 
j.»ec:r".  IT.  :ria'.  }  „im:  ;»'  I»u"   \\    iin   l.ii!^       .>'.■■' 
I  Hi-  Styini;-   Tna*  ii'.i'.*'i'iH'iaiifjiii;  ;ii    :.!• 
b>  M:.  Ati'jmex  ti   Sin   11.    t'i'.un'i'.'    :if 
ir.E  fit  Kuies-   ir    '.miiiii.m     tM^ii.'.     '.-it;! 
Cajji'.  ;:ie!-      Hk    !.^iw     .i     m'i*   .xiull*'-'   '  ■■■m.''    •. 

I  rj:»:»»:  r-.   'j*  ininmi   f  .  ^r    i-v  ur    -.'.-.i    -i,.'.;; 
oJ-  a:j'i  wint  '  ami'.n.    ''nn:  \i't,'i  <'<."  .*•-.■.'/«/.( 
t'U/Kf  It    icn*  Cti''  I''  I'll*  fn't       '•  \j'   \'.'.     .'!• 
<'i:'>en'nieii*.  wu'rr*    !.ii»en 
Ex;»frieTi'.;e  im    3ii»-wi    u 
titZi'.    :i.   ..jnt  '.I'jVTTiMii'rij 
aiC   '.Tierei'.ir*     "    '.iiuii''    . 
I  »_*.i.  '.iia'     wiiii*   w   ;r:i- 
O'-CTit  a:  Ii»'.  baiif    '  mh-    (■ 
we  e  iiireneiic  ti;iJ'  r  Uii-   '-Ji-.- 

]  ail    iriir"    vr"    -i:!'.--]  : 

-i.'Wt.  win.  v.lll    t:i';.<     i.iiirii 
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«^  ^a4  ««IMiiili;  m4  Hms  «ake  iIhk  voy  Cii  ■iIimi  the 

P''<  ^H  tmf  Oppnm/kmt  md  fnawcMiom,    I  wwk  I  coild  of 

Iff  /  ttmsmm  ^H  Ikh  Kind    Bm  to  coodBde;  ihe QMsiioB 

^r  -'*  !«nd  i^^w^  OMMkflMll  of  the  Jory,  k  aot  of  amll  nor 

f^  ii  Ui  lltH  IIm  CiflM  Pf  A  IKiur  Printer,  nor  of  AVap-  yW* 

"V  (fyi^HS »  ^*o  '  '*  ""^y  *"  •**  Consequence, 
'»y«r«  umler  «  Hritinh  (jovcmment  on  the  Main 
^  riwfifhf^-  If  k  «!»«  t«*«»i  <  tttjw,  J I  i»  the  Cause  of  Liberty  ;  and  I 
W*ll»i  ♦»!*  tU*^\i[  l«M  yoiK  uprlijHt  ronrluci»  lhi«  Pay,  will  not  only  entitle 
IfflM  IM  il»e  UfVe  4ImI  ((iirt^itiH  of  your  Fcllow-Citijicns :  but  every  Man, 
«^Hm  t'f^^^f^^  l'ffiff>i|iMO  («<  »t  I  Ifn  iifSlivrry,  will  1)1eK!t  itn<l  honour  Vou,  as 
Mum  t^|(k«  Imv»)  hilt1(^il  llir  AMnM|it  h(  lyr.inny  ;  -md  by  an  impartial 
4^d  »u»tnMMj»l  Vi'»*U«l,  \uis'r  laid  ti  (ii'liU*  iMMindalion  for  securing  to 
MWI«ri»(v^*,  »<MI  IVtnUMllv,  and  our  Nrjuhlnnirv,  Thai  to  which  Nature  and 
|ht»  l4W<  »♦(  mif  Cumury  have  nivrn  u»  a  Right,— The  Liberty  —  both 
(^  ixi(|((UtM^  AMd  o)»|t«»«loa  'irltMiarv  Tower  (in  these  Parts  of  the  Worlds 

^^,  i")^  _fyt\^  iW\\{\v\\\t>w  oi  thr  Jtirv.  'l^he  great  Pains  Mr.  Hamil- 
ItMi  )\44  \^^\\.  \\y  ^\\K^  Kv^v  Uulr  KctiiArtI  Juries  are  to  Pay  to  the  Opin- 
i^»<>  ^  ifVK4«tu>|i  M.>  much  ui^KM)  the  Conduct  of  soaie 

\<\\i^ 4  «k«  i  It  VI  ^'1  «  '     U  \Kmi^,  iH>  iKHiU.  with  a  l>esi^  that  yon 

ik^vuikl  i<ikv  Wl  vytix  V 1^  oif  wK»t  I  may  sjty  upon  this  Occasaon. 


.>^b(  ;»;v^A^v  tvk  yviM  tHAt«  aft  the  F^cts  or  Woids  is  the 


|va 


%«*»• 


^  «  4i  \Ul^««  «l^  Ixt^  lA  4Mh^  aad  i 

w    ¥wit«h«j|  ^hmM^^mi  winter  t 


W«A,  Iti.  '^^iHiK/Z^mflfi  jia,  iHUiiiU.   Jf^  tit  its 


>r4ift^<0n- 
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crmmaemts  ^hmt  Ae  A^  skmtld  kant  a  goat/ Opmum  of  it.  And  naOiing 
cam  be  wont  ip  amy  Gooennment,  ikon  to  endeavour  to  procure  Ani- 
mosxHes  i  as  to  ike  Management  of  it,  this  km  been  always  iook'd  upon 
as  a  Crime,  and  no  Government  can  be  se^e  without  it  be  punished. 

*Jfaafyou  an  to  Consider,  ndiether  these  Words  J  have  read  to  you,  do 
mot  ^end  to  beget  an  Jil  Opinion  of  the  Administmtion  of  the  Govern- 
ment f  To  tell  us,  that  those  that  are  employed  knew  twthinf  of  the 
Matter,  and  those  that  do  know  ate  not  employed.  Men  are  not  adapted 
to  Offices,  but  Offices  to  Men.  out  of  a  particular  Regard  tr  tfieir  Interest, 
and  not  to  Hiar  Fitness  ef  the  JVaces ;  this  is  the  Purport  of  these 
Papers: 

Mr.  Samiltm,  I  fanmbhr  beg  Your  Hanoor's  Pardon ;  I  am  very 
nroch  mis-apprriicnded,  if  you  suppose  what  I  said  was  so  designed. 

Sir,  yon  know,  I  made  an  Apology  for  tiie  Freedom  I  found  my  self 
under  a  Necesity  of  ming  upon  tiiis  Occasion.  I  said,  there  was 
Nothing  penooal  designed  ;  it  arose  from  tiie  Nature  of  our  Defence. 


The  Jury  withdirw,  and  in  a  small  Time  returned,  and  being  asked  by 
the  Clerk-  \Mjether  they  were  agreed  of  tiieir  Verdict,  and  whether  y<?/t« 
Prter  Zenger  was  guih\-  of  Printing  and  Publishing  the  Libels  in  the 
Information  mentioned  ?  Tiiey  answered  by  Thomas  Hunt,  their  Fore- 
man, J^ot  Guilty.  Upon  which  there  were  three  Huzzas  in  the  Hall 
which  was  crowded  with  People,  and  the  next  Day  I  was  discliarged 
frcnn  my  Imprisonment. 

{A  Brief  KarrairiH  of  the  Cast  and  Tryal  of  John  Peter  Zenger.  Printer  of 
the  New-York  H'eeiiy  Jourma/].  (no' ^tit-pagt.  New  Yor^  1738).  10-30 
passim. 
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73.     An  Appeal  Case  in  the  Privy  Council  (1727/8) 

BV    EDWARD   SOUTHWELL 

Th»  it  the  final  judgment  in  one  of  the  few  cases  actually  brought  to  a  decision 
on  appeal  to  the  Knglish  government.  The  practice  prepared  the  way  for  appeals  to 
our  pre&cnt  Supreme  Court.  —  Bibliography  :  P.  L.  Ford,  Zw/  of  iomt  Briefs  in  Appeal 
Cam. 
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THE  Court  ai  St.  James's,  the  15TH  day  of  February, 
1727. 

The  King's  Most  Excell'  Majesty. 
Ixrd  President,  Earl  of  Scarborough, 


Lortl  Privy  Scale, 
LonI  Steward, 
lAjrd  Chamberlain, 
I  Hike  of  Ancaster, 
Duke  of  Newcastle, 
Fiarl  of  Lincoln, 
E4trl  of  \N'c«tmorelftnd, 
E«rl  of  Berkeley, 


Earl  of  Loudoun, 
Earl  of  Uxbridge, 
Earl  of  Sussex, 
Visco'  Cobham, 
Visco'  Torrington, 
Lord  Berkeley  of  Strattoii, 
Lieut.  General  Wills, 
St.  Robert  Sutton. 


Upon  reading  this  day  at  the  Board  a  Report  from  the  Rt.  Hon***  the 
Lordit  of  the  Comtniitce  for  hearing  Appeals  from  the  Plantations,  dated 
the  jolh  day  v(  I)cccml)er  last  .  .  . 

Hi»  Majesty,  taking  the  same  into  his  royal  consideration,  is  pleased, 
with  the  advice  of  his  Ptivy  Council,  to  approve  of  the  said  report,  and 
confirm  the  same  in  e>'ery  particular  part  thereof ;  and  pursuant  there- 
vinto,  to  declare,  that  the  aforementioned  act,  entituled  An  Act  for  the 
settlement  <>'  estates,  is  Null  and  Void ;  and  the  same  is  hereby 

accordingly  t<>  be  null  and  void,  and  of  no  force  or  effect  what- 

ever. And  his  Majesty  is  hereby  further  pleased  to  order,  that  all  the 
aforementioned  sentences  of  the  29th  June,  1725,  of  the  28ih  of  Sept', 
I  725,  and  of  the  22d  March,  172I,  and  every  of  them,  be  and  they  are 
hereby  reversed  and  set  aside ;  and  that  the  petitioner.  John  VVinthrop, 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  admitted  to  exhibit  an  inventory  of  the  personal 
estate  only  of  the  said  intestate,  and  that  the  court  of  probates  do  not 
presume  to  reject  such  inventory  because  it  does  not  contain  the  real 
estate  of  the  said  intestate.  And  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  further  order, 
that  the  aforementioned  sentence  of  the  22<I  of  March,  172^,  vacating 
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the  said  letters  of  administration  granted  to  the  petitioner,  and  granting 
administration  to  the  said  Thomas  and  Ann  Lechmere,  be  also  reversed 
and  set  aside;  and  that  the  said  letters  of  administration,  so  granted  lo 
Thomas  Lechmere  and  Anne  bis  wife,  be  called  in  and  vacated ;  and 
that  the  said  inventory  of  the  said  real  estate,  exhibited  by  the  said 
Thomas  Lechmere  and  Ann  his  wife,  be  vacated  ;  and  that  the  said  order 
of  the  29th  of  April,  1726,  approving  of  the  said  inventory  and  order- 
ing the  same  to  be  recorded,  be  discharged  and  set  aside ;  and  that 
the  original  letters  of  administration  granted  to  the  petitioner  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  established  and  ordered  to  stand  ;  and  that  all  such 
costs  as  the  petitioner  hath  paid  nnlo  the  said  Thomas  Lechmere  by 
directions  of  the  said  sentences,  all,  every,  or  any  of  them,  be  forthwith 
repaid  lo  him  by  the  said  Thomas  Lechmere  j  and  that  the  suit  brought 
by  the  said  Thomas  Lechmere  and  Anne  his  wife,  on  which  the  said 
sentences  were  made,  be  and  they  are  hereby  dismissed  ;  and  that  all 
acts  and  proceedings  done  and  had  under  the  said  sentences,  all,  every, 
or  any  of  them,  or  by  virtue  or  pretence  thereof,  be  and  they  are  hereby 
discharged  and  set  aside,  and  declared  null  and  void.  And  his  Majesty 
is  further  pleased  to  declare,  that  the  aforementioned  act  of  Assembly, 
passed  in  May,  1726,  empowering  the  said  Thomas  Lechmere  to  sell  the 
said  lands,  is  null  and  void  ;  and  also  that  the  said  order  made  by  the  said 
superior  court,  bearing  date  the  27th  of  Sept%  1726,  pursuant  to  the 
said  act  of  Assembly,  allowing  the  said  Lechmere  to  sell  of  the  said  real 
estate  to  the  value  of  ninety  pounds  current  money  there  for  his  charges, 
and  three  hundred  and  eighteen  pounds  silver  money,  is  likewise  null 
and  void  ;  and  the  said  act  of  Assembly  and  order  of  the  said  superior 
court  are  accordingly  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  of  no  force  or 
effect  whatever. 

And  his  Majesty  doth  hereby  hkewise  further  order,  that  the  petitioner 
be  immediately  restored  and  put  into  the  full,  peaceable  and  quiet  pos- 
session of  all  such  parts  of  the  said  real  estate  as  may  have  been  taken 
from  him,  umier  pretence  of,  or  by  virtue  or  colour  of  the  said  sentence, 
orders,  acts  and  proceedings,  or  any  of  them  ;  and  that  the  said  Thomas 
Lechmere  do  account  for  and  pay  to  the  said  petitioner  the  rents  and 
profits  thereof,  and  of  every  part  thereof,  received  by  him  or  any 
one  under  him,  for  and  during  the  time  of  such  his  unjust  detention 
thereof. 

And  the  Governour  and  Company  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut for  the  time  being,  and  all  other  officers  and  persons  what- 
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soever,  whom  it  may  concern,  are  to  take  notice  of  his  Majesty's  royal 
pleasure  hereby  signified,  and  yield  due  obedience  to  every  particiibir 
pan  thereof,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  peril. 

Charles  J.  Hoadly,  editor,  The  Public  Records  0/  the  Colony  of  ConneaUut^ 
1726-1735  (Hartford,  1873),  VII,  57 1-579 /Jojj/w. 


74.    Defects  of  Colonial  Judicature  (1764) 

BY   LATE   GOVERNOR   THOMAS    POWNALL 
Bibliography  u  in  No.  53  above. 

THE  crown  directs  its  governor  to  erect  courts  and  appoint  the 
judges  thereto.  —  The  actual  appointment  of  the  judges  is  no 
where  directly  disputed. But  the  power  of  erecting  courts,  accord- 
ing to  this  instruction,  is,  I  believe,  universally  disputed ;  it  being  a 
maxim  univerxalty  maintained  by  the  Colonists,  that  no  court  can  be 

erected  l«Jt  by  act  of  legislature, Those  who  reason  on  the  side  of 

the  crown,  —  wiy,  —  that  the  crown  does  not,  by  erecting  courts  in  the 
colonies,  claim  any  right  of  enacting  the  jurisdiction  of  those  courts,  or 

the  laws  whereby  they  are  to  act. The  crown  names  the  judge, 

establishes  the  court,  but  the  jurisdiction  is  settled  by  the  laws  of  the 
realm;  —  and  "customs,  precedents,  and  common  judicial  proceedings 
of  a  court  arc  a  law  to  the  court,  and  the  determination  of  courts  make 

points  to  be  law." The  reasoning  of  the  Colonists  would  certainly 

hold  good  against  the  erection  of  any  new  jurisdiction,  established  on 
powers  not  known  to  the  laws  of  the  realm ;  but  how  it  can  be  applied 
to  the  opposing  the  establishment  of  courts,  the  laws  of  whose  practice, 
jurisdiction  and  powers  are  already  settled  by  the  laws  of  the  realm,  is 
the  point  in  issue,  and  to  be  determined.  It  will  then  be  fixed,  beyond 
dispute,  whether  the  crown  can,  in  its  colonies,  erect,  without  the  con- 
currence of  the  legislature,  courts  of  Chancery,  Exchequer,  King's  Bench, 

Common  Pleas,  .Admiralty,  and  Probate  or  Ecclesiastical  courts. If 

it  should  be  determined  in  favour  of  the  reasoning,  and  the  claims  of 
the  Colonists,  —  I  should  apprehend  that  the  consideration  of  the  points 
under  this  head,  would  become  an  object  of  government  here,  even  in 

its  legislative  capacity. In  which  view  it  may  be  of  consequence  to 

consider,  how  far,  and  on  what  grounds,  the  rights  of  the  crown  are  to 
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I  be  maintained  by  courts  of  King's  Bench,  &c.  and  how  far  the  revenues 
by  courts  of  Exchequer,  and  how  far  the  crown  and  subject  may  have 

relief  by  courts  of  equity. If  in  this  view  we  consider  the  defects 

which  must  be  found  in  Provincial  courts,  those  point  out  the  necessity 

'  of  the  establishment  of  a  remedial  general  court  of  Appeal ;  but  if  we 
view  the  only  mode  of  appeal,  which  at  present  exists,  we  shall  see  how 
inapplicable,  how  inadequate  that  court  is.  I  cannot,  in  one  view,  better 
describe  the  defects  of  the  provincial  courts  in  these  infant  governments, 
than  by  that  very  description  which  my  Lord  Chief  Justice  Hales  gives 
of  our  county  courts,  in  the  infancy  of  our  own  government,  wherein  he 
mentions, 

"  Firsts  The  ignorance  of  the  judges,  who  were  the  freeholders  of  the 
county. 

•*  SeconMy^  That  these  various  courts  bred  variety  of  law,  especially  in 
the  several  counties,  for  the  decisions  or  judgments  being  made  by  divers 
courts,  and  several  independent  judges  and  judicatories,  who  had  no 
common  interest  amongst  them  in  their  several  judicatories,  thereby  in 
process  of  time,  every  several  county  would  have  several  laws,  customs, 
rules,  and  forms  of  proceedings.  — — - 

'■'Thiriily\  That  all  the  business  of  any  moment  was  carried  by  parties 
and  factions,  and  that  those  of  great  power  and  interest  in  the  county 
did  easily  overbear  others  in  their  own  causes,  or  in  such  wherein  they 
were  interested,  either  by  relation  of  kindred,  tenure,  service,  depend- 
ence, or  application," 

Upon  the  first  article  of  this  parallel,  it  wil!  be  no  dishonour  to  many 

I  gentlemen  sitting  on  the  benches  of  the  courts  of  law  in  the  colonies,  to 
say,  that  they  are  not,  and  cannot  be  expected  to  be  lawyers,  or  learned 
in  the  law.  And  on  the  second  article  it  is  certain,  that  although  it  be 
a  fundamental  maxim  of  colony  administration,  that  the  colonies  shall 

I  have  no  laws  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Great  Britain,  yet,  from  the  fluctua- 
tion of  resolutions,  and  confusion  in  the  construction  and  practice  of  the 
law  in  the  divers  and  several  colonies,  it  is  certain,  that  the  practice  of 
their  courts,  and  their  common  law,  must  be  not  only  different  from 
each  other,  but  in  the  consequence  different  also  from  that  of  Great 
Britain.  In  all  the  colonies  the  common  law  is  received  as  the  founda- 
tion and  main  body  of  their  law  ;  but  each  colony  being  vested  with  a 
legislative  power,  the  common  law  is  thereby  continually  altered  ;  so  that 
(as  a  great  lawyer  of  the  colonies  has  said)  *'  by  reason  of  the  diversity 
of  the  resolutions,  in  their  respective  superior  courts,  and  of  the  several 
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new  acts  or  laws  made  in  them  soerally ;  the  several  systems  of  the  laws 
of  those  colonies  grow  more  and  more  variant,  not  only  from  one  another, 
but  also  from  the  laws  of  England." 

Under  the  third  article,  I  fear  experience  can  well  say,  how  powerfully, 
even  in  courts,  the  influence  of  the  leaders  of  party  have  been  felt  in 
matters  between  individuals.  But  in  these  popubr  governments,  and 
where  every  executive  officer  is  under  a  dependence  for  a  temporary, 
wretched,  and  I  had  almost  said,  arbitrary  support  to  the  deputies  of 
the  |)eople,  —  it  will  be  no  injustice  to  the  frame  of  human  nature,  either 
in  the  person  of  the  judges,  of  the  juries,  or  even  the  popular  lawyer  to 
suggest,  how  little  the  crown,  or  the  rights  of  government,  when  opposed 
to  the  spirit  of  democracy,  or  even  to  the  passions  of  the  populace,  has  to 
expert  of  that  support,  maintenance,  and  guardianship,  which  the  courts 
are  even  by  the  constitution  supfx)sed  to  hold  for  the  crown  —  Nor  would 
it  be  any  injustice  to  any  of  the  colonies,  just  to  remark  in  this  place,  how 
difficult,  if  ever  practicable  it  is  in  any  of  their  courts  of  common  law  to 
convict  any  person  of  a  violation  of  the  laws  of  trade,  or  in  any  matter  of 
crown  revenue.  Some  of  our  acts  of  parliament  direct  the  prosecution 
and  punifthmctjt  of  the  breach  of  the  laws  of  trade,  to  take  its  course  in 
the  courtH  of  Vice-admiralty :  And  it  has  been  thought  by  a  very  great 
practilifiner,  that  if  the  laws  of  trade  were  regulated  on  a  practicable 
flpplictttitm  of  them  to  the  state  of  the  colony  trade,  that  every  breach 
of  llicin  »»h(iijld  be  prawcuted  in  the  same  way.  That  there  should  be 
All  fliivof  ulc  ji|j|K>intrd  to  each  court  from  C»reat  Britain,  who,  having 
II  projwr  Ml.iiy  indrpcmlcnt  of  the  people,  should  be  directed  and 
frnpowrrrd  iM  proHccutc  in  that  court,  not  only  every  one  who  was  an 
odttvU'f,  hut  a\m  every  officer  of  the  customs,  who  through  neglect, 
rolhmlon,  u|)prciiiiion,  or  any  other  breach  of  his  trust  became  such. — 
Mere  I  own,  Wtu  it  not  for  the  precedent  already  established  by  some  of 
the  hiWk  of  trade,  1  should  doubt  the  consistency  of  this  measure  with  the 
general  prin<  ipic  of  liberty,  as  established  in  the  trials  by  a  jury  in  the 
comiiiun  law  courtM.  If  these  precedents  can  reconcile  these  proceed- 
ing* to  the  general  principles  of  liberty,  there  can  be  no  more  effectual 
mcaMire  taken  ;  yet  xuch  precedents  should  be  extended  with  caution. 
*rhe  dcfeci  in  most,  and  actual  deficiency  in  many  of  the  colonies,  of  a 
court  of  equity,  does  still  more  forciliJy  lead  to  the  necessity  of  the 
measure  of  some  remedial  court  of  appeal  and  equity.  .  .  . 

Thoman    Pownall,    TAf   A^mintstration   of  tht    Colonies   (London,    1765), 
75-80. 


CHAPTER  XI  — COLONIAL  LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT 

75.   The  Business  of  a  County  Court  ( 1 68 1 ) 

BY  CLERK   EPHRAIM   HERMAN 

The  coontj  court  in  the  soathern  and  middle  colonies  was  rather  adminatrative 
than  judicial,  and  was  the  agent  of  lucal  govemmenL  No  detailed  record  of  later 
date  than  i68i  has  been  foond  available.  —  Bibliography :  Armstrong,  Ktcord  of  the 
Court  at  UpiamJ^  Introduction;  £.  Channing,  Tawm  amd  County  Government:  G.  E. 
Howard,  Loeai  Constitutional  History. 

June  14*  1681 

ATT  a  Court  held  att  Kingscsse  for  Upland  County 
•in    Delowar    River    by    his    may^    authority 
June  14*?  1681 ; 

M"  Qtto  Ernest  Cochi 
Psent  M"  Israel  helm  [justices 

M*  Laltiens  Cock  I 

Capt*  Edm:  Cantwell  high  Sherrife 

Justice  Laurens  Cock  I*     1  the  def!  2*  default 
Jl'sta  Justassen  Def*j 

The  Co?  Continued  this  action  till  next  Co^  day ; 

Andries  Boen  I*     1      the  def!  returned  non 

moens  Peter  Stacket  Def  J  Est  Inventus 

Arnoldl-s  De  Lagrange  P"* 
Just :  Otto  Ernest  Cock  DeP 
This  action  referred  till  next  Court  by  reason  that  there's  noe  Court 
w'^'out  Justice  otto  whoe  is  a  party. 

Justice  Henr)'  Jones  &  Justice  George  Browne  were  boath  fyned  for 
not  attending  ye  Court  to  suply  their  places  Each  10  pounds  according 
to  ye  Law  booke. 

Hanna  Salter  P** 
andries  homman  Def 
The  P?  not  appearing  was  nonsuited  w*!*  Costs ; 
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William  Boyles  acquaints  ye  Co'?  that  one  Robberd  raichill  next  heir 
of  Robberd  hoskins  deceased,  is  att  p'sent  alyve  in  England,  and  that 
hee  ye  s"  will  Boyles  is  by  him  ye  s**  Rob  :  michill  desiered  to  take  Care 
of  ye  Estate  of  ye  s**  deceased  hoskins  w*rin  this  Country; 

Upon  Complaint  of  Christiaen  Claassen ;  ordered  that  mlliam  Baale 
Give  saltisfact :  to  Cristiaen  for  what  Land  hee  had  Cleared  and  all 
further  Improovem^   in  Equity 

Claes  Jansen  brings  in  ye  Eare  marke  for  his  Cattle  &  hoggs&  desires 
that  ye  same  may  bee  recorded  ;  Granted  &  is  as  followeth  viz\  the 
foreniiost  syde  of  yeEars  halfe  cutt  away  ; 

Justice  George  Browne  appeared  and  sate  in  Cof  being  hindered  to 
come  sooner  for  want  of  a  passage  over  ye  Creeke ; 

Lasse  Daldoo  P'> 
SwEN  LoM        Def* 
Jurys  names 
Jamei  Sanderlins  Will  lioyles 
John  Boeyar  harmcn  Ennis 
will :  orian  andries  peterss  : 
St  oclr  ri»r«en 

'l*hc  P'*  crnues  a  Jury  w*!*  was  Granted  and  ye  Jury  Impannelled  & 
iwornr  Si  ye  ;  Ca»e  before  them  debated,  they  went  out  and  reluming 
brought  in  their  verdict  as  followed  viz*  wee  find  for  the  deft :  the  Co!' 
I  doe  paNNO  Judgem!  according  to  verdict ; 

JuHilte  ()Ho  Kriicfit  Cot  h  acquaints  the  Court,  that  hee  has  bought 
and  paid  of  yc  :  IrMlian  propricto'?  a  certaine  swampy  or  marshy  Island 
called  by  ye  liidiiuis  (|uistconck  Lying  att  the  upper  End  of  Tinnach- 
konck  Inland  in  yc  river  opposit  andrews  Boones  Creeke  ;  and  desires 
yc  Co'!'  approl>ation.  The  Cof  haueing  well  Informed  themselves  about 
yc  p'miMCH,  doc  allow  thereof. 

Upon  ye  Fctiron  of  magist!  Jacobus  fabritius  ;  ordered  that  ye  Church 
wardens  of  yc  Pclicon?  Church  doe  take  care  that  Every  one  of  those 
ax  hatic  Sigiicil  k  promisscd  towards  his  maintaynance,  doe  pay  him  ye 
sumcH  promisscd,  ii|j(>n  payne  of  Execution  agf*  ye  :  deflective ; 

ANURI^S    PriRRSEN    P" 
JeVNAS    NRAt-SON  Def 

The  def!  alleadging  that  hee  was  not  tyraely  arrested ;  The  Case  is 
referred  til  next  Court ; 


The  P?  declares  ag^  ye  deH 
for  a  peece  of  Land  Lying  in  ye 
Schuylkill  etc.  The  def!  replyes 
that  hee  has  had  ye  first  grant  & 
sart'ey  &  paid  quit  rent. 
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■  Upon  Complaint  made  by  ye  overseers  of  ye  highways ;  The  Court 

■  haue  and  doe  hereby  Condemne  John  Champion  to  pay  a  fyne  of  twenty 
and  fyve  Gilders,  for  his  not  workeing  upon  ye  highway  when  due  warn- 
ing was  Given  him  ; 

Upon  ye  Request  of  william  wamer  &  willlam  orian  ;  ordered  that  ye 
severall  people  that  hold  Lands ;  of  that  w*'^  ye  peticon"  bought  of  ye 
Indians  Lying  in  ye  Schuylkill  Every  one  to  repay  to  ye  peticon^  pro- 
portionable to  ye  :  quantity  of  Land  they  hold  there  —  the  whole  pur- 
chaze  w^  ye  peticon"  paid  being  335  gilders  ;  and  ye  following  p'sons 
hohiing  I^nds  w*''in  that  Limit,  vi/'  andries  Inckoren  200  acres  andries 
homman  200  acres  Pelle  Laersen  (als)  Put  pelle  100  acres,  Peter  Erik- 
son  200  acres  will :  warner  100  acres  wil! :  orian  100  acres  John  Booles 
&  John  Schoeten  400  acres  Svven  Lorn  300  acres  of  Land.  Each  of  ye  : 
aboves?  p'sons  to  pay  proportionable  to  ye  quantity  of  Land  they  hold 
as  abovesf 

Upon  ye  request  of  Peter  Jocura  ordered  that  Peter  rambo  Cause  his 
marsh  Land  according  to  pattent  to  bee  surveyed  to  ye  End  sf  Peter 
Jocum  may  know  what  is  Left  to  him  ; 

Benck  Salung  swome  in  Co?  sayeth  that  hendrik  Colman  tould  him 
that  hee  heard  moens  Staecket  say  that  all  the  Court  were  Rogues ; 

The  Co?  ordered  that  Execution  should  bee  Granted  to  ye  Sherrife  ; 
upon  ye  Co"*  amerciaments  due  according  to  ye  List  drawne  out,  & 
alreddy  in  ye  s**  Sherrifs  hands  for  ye  Collecting  of  ye  sf  amerciaments 
according  to  Lawe. 

Upon  ye  severall  peticons  of  the  aftcmamed  persons,  The  Cof 
Granted  unto  Each  of  them  ye  quantitys  of  Land  hereunder  Exprest,  to 
take  up  they  ye  Peticon?  seating  and  Improoveing  ye  same  according 
to  Lawe  and  regulacons ; 

Granted  unto  Reynier  Petersen  to  take  up 


Andries  Boon 
Will :  Warner  Senior 
Rich :  Tucker 
Otto  Ernest  Coch 
Lynall  Brittall 
Jan  Claassen 
Upon  an  Information  of  will 


200  acres 
200 
400 

100  acres 
400  acres 
200  acres 
200  acres 
Coyles  ye  Constable  alt  ye  faals  ag^ 


Gilbert  wheeler  att  ye  s"*  faals,  for  selling  of  strong  Licquors  by  retayle 
to  ye  Indians  Contrary  to  ye  I^we  &  ye  forwarning  of  ye  s"*  Constable, 
w*^^  sf  Information  was  Lykewyse  by  Justice  Geo  :  Browne  auerred  to 
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bee  truth ;  ITic  Co?  haue  and  doc  hereby  Coodcmnc  yc  5*  Gilbert 
wheeler  to  pay  as  a  fyne  ye  sume  of  fower  pound ;  for  his  s*  trespasse, 
accofding  to  ye  Expreise  Lave  of  ye  Goverom^  togeatfaer  ye  Costs  (als) 
Execdtioa. 

The  C*  haue  this  day  authorized  and  appointed  WDliam  Boylcs  to 
bee  •uivf  &  overseer  of  ye  highwaycs  from  the  faa]es  to  Poetqaessink 
Creek  ;  hee  to  take  care  that  ye  s"  highwayes  bee  made  good  &  passable, 
w*^  bndgeH  over  all  myry  &  dirty  pbces ;  betweene  this  &  ye  next 
Co"  and  all  ye  Inhabitants  Living  w^in  ye  Compassc  aboves*  to  bee 
re<ldy  to  doe  &  compleat  ye  si  way  upon  due  warning  given  by  ye  sf 
ovcr^cr  j  the  unwilling  to  bee  fyned  according  to  former  order  & 
practize ; 

The  Co?  adjomed  till  ye  2*  Teus- 
day  of  ye  month  of  SeptembT  next. 

[Edward  Armstrong,  editor]^  TAg  Record  of  the  Court  at  Upland,  in  Penn- 
sylvania (Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  Memoirs^  Vll,  Philadelphia, 
i86o)t  |89-194> 
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76,    Records  of  a  City  Government  (1700) 

BY    THE    MAYOR,    RIXOKDER,    ALDERMEN,    AND    COMMON    COUNCIL 

OF    ALBANY 

V<ry  few  liomugh  or  city  govcrnmcnls  rxistcd  in  the  colonies;  this  extract  sets 
(orib  the  activity  of  one  of  them.  —  Bibtiography  :  A.  J.  Weisc,  History  of  the  City  of 
Aidany,  ch.  x. 

A  TV  a  Common  Councill  held  in  y*  Citty  of  Albany  y*  14th  of  May, 
r  700. 

It  h  conchulcfl  and  thought  requisite  that  y'  streets  within  this  Citty 
be  cleared,  each  Inhabitant  before  his  door,  and  to  remove  y'  fyre  wood 
thereof,  and  whoever  shall  be  founde  driveing  a  wagon  or  cart  through 
y*  »treetH,  and  y*  drivers  not  walking  afoot,  shall  forfeit  for  each  such 
oflTentf  y*  stuiti  of  3s,  as  likewise  for  such  as  are  neglecting  to  clean  the 
street,  ami  remove  ihe  wood  before  their  doors. 

It  is  farther  considered  and  ordered  that  y*  Constables  shall  take  their 
tarns  on  y*  sabbath  day  to  prevent  drawing  of  strong  drink  in  lipling 
houses,  and  breaking  the  sabbath  day,  and  whosoever  shall  be  founde 
drawing  of  any  strong  liquor  in  said  houses  to  any  person,  shall  forfeit 
y*  summe  uf  twenty  sliillings  for  each  offence. 
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Hendrik  Oothout  appointed  surveyor  for  y*  Cittj'  and  sworne. 

Jacob  Turke  is  appointed  to  sue  the  Kinderhook  Justices  to  y*  next 
aferior  Court,  fo  y*  arrears  due  to  y*  Citty. 

May  16,  1700.  —  Whereas  Pr.  Jedon  and  John  Pettitt  and  family,  both 
French,  from  Sopus,  appear  desyring  liberty  to  passe  to  Canada,  and  that 
a  man  or  two  may  be  allowed  to  carry  them  thither,  which  is  permitted, 
and  thought  convenient  y'  y"  Persones  y'  carry  them  thither  shall  enter  j 
into  bonde  that  they  shall  transport  noe  horses  or  mares  to  Canida  as 
y*Jate  proclamation  requires,  whereupon  David  Ketelheyn  and  Elbert 
Harmense,  who  are  their  guides,  have  given  bond  for  j^  100. 

lu  is  concluded  y*  y*  three  Constables,  each  in  his  warde,  shall  goe 
rounde  by  each  Inhabitant  y*  have  rid  Stockadoes  for  y*  Citty,  and  order 
him  to  showy*  same,  and  whoever  as  have  not  ride  their  quota  shall  pay 
for  each  Stockade  iSd,  which  is  to  be  done  in  the  space  of  twice  four 
and  twenty  hours. 

It  is  further  concluded  that  after  the  Citty  walls  are  closed,  y*  y*  Con- 
stables shall  take  care  to  see  that  no  Stockadoes  be  broak  downe  and 
wherever  they  fynde  or  can  hear  of  any  person  y*  breaks  downe  said 
Stockadoes  shall  forfeit  for  Stockadoe  so  broak  downe  y*  summe  of  6s, 
according  to  former  custom,  and  then  said  Constable  shall  order  Stock- 
adoes to  be  sett  up  againe  upon  y*"  Citties  costs. 

May  21.  —  It  is  concluded  y'  a  warrant  be  given  to  y*  Constables  to 
strain  all  Inhabitants  as  have  been  neglecting  in  Riding  their  quota  of 
Stockadoes  for  y*  Citty  walls,  and  y'  4  men  shall  be  employed  to  sett  up 
y*  Stockadoes  already  Ride  upon  y*  Cittys  costs. 

May  24,  —  It  is  concluded  by  y*  authority  aforesaid,  that  a  Tax  of  one 
hundred  pounds  be  laid  and  assessed  upon  y*  Inhabitants  of  this  Citty, 
and  y'  a  warrant  be  issued  to  y'  assessors  of  y'  Citty,  to  make  their  assess- 
ment for  y*  same,  which  shall  be  collected  and  received,  one  half  at  or 
before  y''  15th  of  July  next  ensueing,  and  y'  other  halfe  at  or  before  y' 
15th  of  September  then  following;  y*  assessors  are  to  make  their  re- 
turns to  Mr.  Mayor  in  y*  space  of  eight  days  ensueing  y'  25th  of  this 
instant. 

June  7.  —  Whereas  on  y*  24th  of  May  last  a  warrant  was  directed  to 
the  assessors  of  this  Citty,  to  make  their  assessment  for  j^  100  upon  the 
Inhabitants  therein,  and  to  make  their  return  in  y'  space  of  eight  days 
to  Mr.  Mayor,  under  hand  and  scale,  which  assessment  being  made  and 
produced  to  y'  meeting,  desyring  approbation,  but  being  founde  not  to  be 
sealed  according  to  order,  is  given  over  again  to  y*  assessors  and  referred 
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tin  Harpert  Jacobee,  Ben.  van  CorLaer,  assessors,  come  home  from  New 
York,  to  the  sealing  thereof. 

David  Schuyler  and  Jacobus  Turkc  are  appointed  to  inquire  if  there 
1$  any  debts  still  due  10  Abraham  Poel  deceased,  by  Hend.  Hanse  and 
others,  and  make  report  thereof  next  Tuesday.  .  .  . 

[Sept.  3.  — ]  The  Churchwardens  of  Shinnechtady  doe  make  applica- 
ttoo  to  y*  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  &  Common  Councill,  desyreing  two 
penones  to  be  allowed  &  appoynted  to  goe  Rounde  by  y*  Inhabitants  of 
y  Citty,  to  see  if  they  can  obuin  any  Contribution  to  make  up  y*  Sellary 
due  to  there  Minister,  Do.  Freman,  whilst  on  his  voyage  from  Amster- 
dam to  this  pbce,  they  compbyning  not  to  be  capable  to  make  out  said 
Sellary  by  there  own  Congregation  doe  therefore  desyre  assistance. 

The  Commonality  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that  since  they  are  cen- 
tiUc  that  s'  Church  wardens  ha%'e  not  informed  themselves  what  there 
CoDgregatioos  will  Comply  to  said  Sellary,  that  they  first  goe  and  Visite 
there  owne  Congregation,  and  if  they  doe  not  obtain  said  Sellary  by 
them,  then  to  make  there  appUcation  to  the  Commonality  at  y*  next 
Court  day. 

Sept.  21.  —  Whereas  y*  Church  wardens  of  Shennechudy  doe  again 
make  application  that  two  persons  may  be  appointed  to  goe  Round  by 
y  Inhabitants  of  this  Citty  to  see  if  they  can  obtain  any  contributions 
tor  Do.  free  mans  Sellary  as  there  Desyre  on  y*  3d  of  this  Instant  doth 
DOW  at  brge  appear.  Whereupon  y*  Commonality  have  concluded  and 
doe  allow  and  admitt  two  or  more  of  s*  Church  wardens  of  Shinnechtady 
to  goe  once  Round  for  Contribution  to  use  as  aforesaid  from  y*  Inhabi- 
tant* of  this  Citty  and  no  more  in  y*  time  of  the  Sessions,  which  will  be 
first  and  second  of  October  next  Ensuing. 

Albany  y*  14th  of  October,  A"  1700.  — This  day  being  appointed  by 
jf*  Charter  of  y*  Citty  for  y*  Aldermen  in  there  respective  Wards  to  make 
return  of  y*  aldermen,  assistants,  assessors  &:  constables  for  y*  cnsueing 
year,  who  are  as  follows  .  .  . 

[Nov.  15. — ]  It  is  concluded  that  y*  following  Proclamation  be  pro- 
claimed. 

That  according  to  y*  yearly  Custome  they  doe  hereby  prohibit  and 
forbid  y*  Retailing  of  all  sorts  of  Strong  Liquor  within  this  Citty  and 
County,  unless  by  Mr  Mayors  Lycense,  on  penally  of  forfeiting  as  a  fyne 
u|X)n  such  person  or  personcs  so  offending  y*  surarae  of  five  pounds, 
according  to  act  of  assembly,  as  also  that  no  such  Retailers  shall  receive 
from  any  Souldier  upon  any  Pretence  whatsoever  any  of  there  Provisions, 
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Cloaths,  or  other  accoutreincnts,  or  shall  retaile  to  them  in  their  house 
after  y*  ringing  of  y*  Bell  for  Eight  o'clock  at  night,  upon  penalty  of  for- 
fettiog  for  each  Souldier  so  founde  as  aforesaid  y*  smnme  of  six  shillings 
for  y*  BehoofTe  of  such  Person  as  shall  sue  for  y'  same. 

Pursuant  to  an  order  of  Councill  dated  y"  23"  of  Sept.,  and  another 

I  from  his  Fvxcellency  dated  the  16th  of  October  last,  Coll.  Pr.  Schuyler, 

[the  Mayor,  .•\ldermen  and  Commonality  have  hired  the  house  of  William 
Ketelheyn  till  p'""  May  next,  for  y''  summe  of  six  pounds  for  two  Lefts, 
and  there  wifes.  Also  y*  Chamber  on  y*  south  side  of  Elisabeth  widow 
of  Wouter  Utthoft's  house,  with  the  use  of  her  bedd  and  bedding  to  p"'" 
May  next,  for  four  pounds  tenn  shillings  for  one  Leif,  with  y*  condition 
that  at  y*  present  y'  magistrates  are  to  supply  her  with  two  Blankets,  which 
at  y*  Expiration  of  y*  time  as  afores*  are  to  be  deducted  off  y*  hire. 

Nov.  26.  —  Evert  Wendell  sen.  appears  in  Common  Councill  and  makes 
Request  verbally,  that  in  y'  time  of  y*  late  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan,  orders 
were  issued  to  demand  all  Patents  or  Ground  Brie  fifes  belonging  to  this 

I  Citty  and  County^  in  which  time  y'  said  Petitioner  gave  up  his  Grond 
Brieffe  granted  to  him  by  y'  late  governor  Petrus  Stuyvesant  for  a  certain 
Lott  of  grounde  situate  lying  and  being  on  y*  south  side  of  y*  Citty,  on 
y*  east  side  of  y*  hill  abutting  to  y*  north  of  y*  Land  and  Orchard  belong- 
ing to  Isaac  Casperse  ;  and  since  said  Evert  Wend  el  declares  that  said 

'Ground  Brieffe  or  any  other  was  never  returned  to  him.  Doth  there- 
fore humbly  request  of  y*  hon.  Commonality  to  grant  him  a  Release  for 
s**  Grounde,  which  y*  Commonality  have  taken  into  Consideration,  and 
have  graunted  y*  same,  ordering  a  Release  to  be  writte,  which  shall  be 
signed. 

It  is  concluded  that  a  warrant  be  issued  to  y*  fyre  masters  to  viiite  y* 
Chinmeys  and  fyre  places  within  this  Cttty  every  three  weeks,  beginning 
y*  2d  of  December  next  and  so  continuing  during  the  time  of  three 
months,  which  fyre  masters  are  as  follows :  Bastiaen  Harmense,  William 
Hogen,  Warner  Carstense,  Guysbert  Marselis,  Tierk  Harmense,  Jonathan 
Broadhurst. 


J[oeIJ  Munsell,  The  Annals  0/  Albany  (Albany,  1853),  IV,  llZ~l2o  passim^ 
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•V  T»K    VltJiTMV    OP    ST.    PAUL's    PARISH,    CHOWAN    PRECINCT 

III  (lie  Kjuth  lh«  vritry,  At(>n{(»i(|e  the  county  court  (No.  75  above),  was  the  organ 
%A  t'lml  Kuvrrimiriii,  (-urr<'»|ii)iiiliti|«  fourthly  to  the  town-meeting  of  New  England. — 
lttl*lliigr«plty  I    t'..  <  liniiiiiiiij,   Jhwh  uuU  County  Gwrrnment. 

A'\  A  Vt'Ntry  Ijolilrn  the  jjtj"'  of  June  1702  at  the  house  of  Thomas 

Present  ; 
Cul  William  Wilkinson  M'  Kdward  Smithwick 

Cap'  Thomas  Lcutct^  M'  Nicholas  Crisp 

Ci\p'  ThutiniH  Blount  M"^  Wm  Banbury 

Wm  IhuhenlVeltl  Ks<i.  M*  James  Long. 

Nath"  Chev'in. 
In  ol)Ctlience  to  a  l:itf  m-\  of  Assembly  made  in  March  last  impower- 
ing  ihe  Vestry  of  each  precinct  lo  provide  a  standard  for  weights  & 
menaures  and  it  being  delxited  how  the  said  weights  and  measures  be 
procured  —  agrectl  — 

That  the  Church  U'anlcf»s  shall  use  their  utmost  endeavour  by  the 
fiist  convenience  to  send  for  weights  and  mctsure  as  the  law  directs. 

lAmi  agreif  with  some  person  for  that  pur|>osc  at  as  cheap  a  rale  as 
ponible  ami  also  one  fair  and  large  book  of  common  Prayer,  and  the 
Book  of  Honuhes. 

o  hat  the  Churrh  Wur\!ens  shall  agree  with  and  pay  the  col- 

lier t  sectors  Rh  c\>llectiQg  the  precinct  Levies.  .  .  . 

At  a  Vc^tn  hekl  «t  Hkonas  GUtUm's  Oct.  \^  1704. 

Pkcxnt 
llic  Hob"**  H«dersoii  Walker—  Piesidedl 
Col  Wm  WilkisoQ  Q     Mr  John  Btooat 


Capt 

Mr  Ethnud  SBMthwick 


I 
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[of  lUNg^  aMt  WMMOimi  gffc  fee  Ik*  wr  of  ilkr 
v>btf^UciKtf  tc  t^HT  act  s^  .\^«y^ ik*  chMB*^  tubncaf  «illk  Ibie  vntdTtke 
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To  building  the  Chappel  to  Mr  John  Porter 

To  Richard  Qirton  Reader 

To  the  Standard  for  the  precinct. 

To  clearing  an  acre  of  ground,  and  flooring  the  house  to.  Mr 

Sdiithwick. 
To  Nathaniel  Chevin  acting  as  Clerk 
To  the  Joiner  for  Windows.  Table  forms.  &  Benches 
To  Thomas  (jilliam  for  trouble  of  his  house 
To  the  poor  of  the  precinct 
To  John  Tyler  for  Attendance 
To  Sallery  for  collecting  at  so  p'  C'-— — 

The  total  amount. 

The  list  of  Tythables  in  the  precinct  being  taken  is  found  to  be  2$^ 
and  the  sum 

Ordered  that  the  church  Wardens  collect  from  each  Tythable  person 
in  the  precinct  five  shillings  and  Col  Wm  Wilkinson  having  undertaken 
the  collection,  and  the  Vestry  agreeing  thereto 

Ordered  that  Col  Wm  Wilkinson  do  collect  upon  all  and  every  the 
Tythables  within  this  precinct  (a  list  whereof  is  delivered  to  htm  under 
the  hand  of  the  clerk  of  the  Vestry)  five  shillings  p'  pole  and  for  non 
payment  thereof  to  make  distress  according  to  Law,  and  likewise  to  pay 
unto  the  several  persons  aforementioned  the  several  sums  due  to  them 
and  allotted  by  this  vestry,  and  He  together  with  the  other  Church 
U^ardens  do  provide  and  pay  for  the  other  things  mentionetJ  in  the 
aforesaid  Order,  and  render  an  account  of  the  same  to  this  Vestry  to 
be  holden  the  last  luesday  in  April  next  and  finish  all  the  collection.  .  .  . 

October  ye:   14. "*  1702. 

The  vestry  being  met  and  having  viewed  the  Chappel,  the  major  part 
of  the  Vestry  do  declare  their  dislike  of  the  ceiling  of  the  Chappel  by 
reason  of  the  Boards  being  defaced. 

Ordered  that  Mr  Edward  Smith  wick  and  Mr  Nicholas  Crisp  on 
behalf  of  the  Vestry  do  choose  one  indifferent  man  that  is  skilled  in 
building,  and  Mr  John  Porter  shall  choose  another,  who  shall  meet  at 
the  Chappel  the  second  Saturday  in  November  to  give  their  judgment 
whether  the  boards  be  fit  for  ceiling  such  a  house  and  if  these  two  per- 
sons chosen  as  aforesaid  cannot  agree  in  their  opinions,  then  they  shall 
choose  an  umpire,  and  what  opinion  he  the  said  umpire  shall  give  shall 
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\n!  «  full  »fkl  UtisA  determination  of  the  matter  about  the  ceiling  and 
^imftU,  And  the  agreement  between  the  Church  wardens  and  Mr  John 
I'ortpf  ihiili  be  thence. 

At  A  Ventry  holden  at  the  House  of  Mrs  Sarah  Gillam  ye  15*^  Day 
nf  DecemlHff  170J.  .  .  . 

(,'0"  Witllam  Wilkinson  and  Cap*  Thomas  Leuten  having  Served  one 
Vedf  In  the  Station  of  Church  Wardens,  and  the  Choice  of  new  Church 
Wardens  being  debated : 

Mr  William  Dtukenfield  and  Mr  Edward  Smithwick  are  appointed 
('hurch  Wardens  for  the  ensuing  year.  .  .  . 

The  Chappel  being  this  Day  viewed  by  all  the  Vestry  here  present 
and  are  Satisiied  therewith  and  do  receive  the  House  and  Keys  from 
M'  John  l^orter  he  promising  to  provide  So  much  Lime  as  will  Wash  the 
Ceiling  of  the  Chappel,  and  the  Vestry  to  be  at  the  Charge  of  a  Work- 
nnan  to  do  the  Same. 

William  L.  Saunders,  editor,   Tki   Cohmal  Rtcords  of  North   OtroUma 
(Raleigh,  1886),  I,  SS^-S^i  passim. 


78.    Proceedings  of  a  Town-Meeting 
(1720/1-1721) 

BT  CLERR   CAPTAIN   RICHARD  WATERMAN 
Oit  <fi  muKji  rt«Mvlk  6iift  Iim  he«ii  dkAM  m  aidvdivf  «  varictv  of 

$my.  —  5««  «W  KltwuTug  «M  H«t,  «^:mmK  $$  >>^  147;  C^marH^ffrjeritsk,  I.  Xo,  1165. 

ATT  a  T<yitiiM  *C>Miti»-  whkikwi^  hcM  an  PiKMndenoe  tlos  37^  dar 
<!iC)aw»arf  anww  IVwi :  »^4©/it 

MaKff  XX^rJftiawi  Hoj^wwi  <'^»««*  ^^t^sKftenyKv  ^ 

OaykI  |r«A¥Mif«ft  O^AchX  ^  )y(['  ^  widdenKtcir  \  WS&sm  Hams 

)f^e»«e  ;f<A>'meiii  Ca1te4  i^  lb$r  ^  tiMidevtAor  '■  ^(^^  ItoHKh^ig^amie 

\  WinUmj  WnjdnuR 
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Jt  is  voatcd  and  ordered  that  |  from  and  after  y*  first  day  of  aprill 
next  I  Noo  Geese  shall  be  Lett  goe  vpon  the  Common  or  in  the  high- 
ways nor  in  the  water  with  in  this  Township  of  Prouidence  or  with  in 
the  Jurisdiction  there  of  nor  vpon  any  other  persons  Land.  Except 
those  that  one  the  Geese :  on  the  pennilty  of  the  forfiture  of  all  such 
Geese  that  are  so  found  —  Past : 

Jt  is  voated  and  ordered  that  Hemdens  Lane  and  the  highway  that 
Leads  from  thence  to  pautuckett  may  be  fenced  for  the  space  of  fine 
years  from  hence  next  Comeing  prouided  there  be  sufficiant  Gates  sett 
vp  and  maintained  in  s*  Lane  and  highway  that  may  be  Conueniant  for 
both  horse  men  and  Cartes  to  pass  through  as  well  as  foot  men  dureing 
all  the  said  term 

Jt  is  further  voatcd  and  ordered  that  Nathan  Place  shall  bring  what 
deputies  Bills  he  hath  in  his  hands  to  m'  James  Browne  that  he  may 
Jnspect  into  what  the  sum  of's*^  Bills  amounts  to  and  also  Jndeavour  to 
git  Jnformation  how  big  the  Rate  was  that  was  Leuied  vpon  the  Town 
Jn  the  yeare  1715  and  there  vpon  give  an  account  to  Richard  Waterman 
Town  Gierke  .  .  . 

Jt  is  also  voated  and  ordered  that  Each  free  holder  with  in  this  Town- 
ship of  Prouidence  shall  from  and  after  this  day  haue  two  pence  ^'  head 
for  euery  head  of  a  Gray  Squtrrill  that  shall  be  by  them  brought  before 
the  Towns  Treasurer :  and  to  be  payed  out  of  the  Townes  Treasurrey  ; 
and  this  order  to  Continue  dureing  the  Towns  pleasure 

And  the  s**  Treasurer  shall  be  Carefuil  to  accept  of  no  squirrils  heads 
but  such  as  are  killed  within  this  Town  ship 

The  meeteing  is  dissolued 

Att  a  meeteing  of  the  Committee  Chosen  to  make  vp  the  accounts 
with  the  Town  Treasurer  and  also  to  audet  the  Townes  debts  this 
23^  day  of  may  Anno  Dom  :  1720  :  And  to  Jnspect  into  such  accounts 
as  shall  be  brought  before  them  :  And  there  vpon  to  allow  of  such 
accounts  as  to  them  shall  seeme  Legal :  and  draw  a  List  of  the  same  to 
be  a  Rule  for  the  Treasurer  to  pay  out  the  money  by  — 


Wee  haue  thought  fitt  to  Raise  Sixteene 


^  [  pounds  to  pay  y*  deputies 


1 6  -  00  -  00 
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Charges  upon 
Mary  Marsh 


due  for  Sar- 
jants  wages 


for  other 
things 


Charges  upon 
Richard  Col- 
lins upon  [   ] 


ADowed  to 
Danid  Ab- 
bott 

We  think  fitt 
to  Raise  fiar 
Sqaends 
heads 


due  to  William  Turpin  To  Cloatheing 
for  Mary  March  01-19-03 

And  theire  will  be  due  for  her  keepeing  Y®  I  00-00-00 
14*'' day  of  June  next  the  sum  of  J 

the  which  sum  m'  Turpin  saith  he  is  Jn- 
gaged  for 


To  m'  William  Turpin  for  Saijants  wages     04  -  00  - 

To  4  yards  of  osenbrigs  for  the  Cripple  1  qq  _  ^o  _ 
att  Nathaniel  Brownes  j 

To  warning  the  Jury  and  attendance  in  1 
the  Layeing  out  the  highway  by  John  Wilk- 1  00- 12  -00 
insons  J 


00 


due  To  Doctor  John  Jenckes  for  the  care 
of  Richard  Collings  when  heis  well 

for  Phissick  To  Bettee  Saturn  in  the  time 
of  sickness  Jn  february :  i7i9 


20 


04-I0-C] 
02-02-09 


due  to  Daniel  Abbott  for  Paying  2  Rates  1 
for  WiUiam  Screech  1 00-03-04 

& :  2 :  Rates  for  Sam  vmpotoon  Jndian      1 00-02-06 


To  y*  deinyii^  the  Chaige  of  Sqnenib 
heads 


16-00-00 


f     Wee  thiak  fitt  to  Raise  for  the  defrariog  ] 
[  Irjes  ^  the Chai|<e  oi' the  bi$h««y  thTvt«^:h  Hosaift*  *  ^^ .  ,•  _oo 

higkr  jXTs      ^  nah  i^^vaes  IjokI  Aitd  ^  Hi$!h«Ray  ait  or      '''' 
neere  laiaers^  Mjkthe«^$)OttS  IjuKd 

[  '  a  Record        dw  k»  Rvhwd  Wiit«rmMi  Hm*  tot  *  \^    ,      ^ 
[joofce  ;R«v>riKx>ke  ^  ^<»- 14-00 
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The  abooc  accounts  are  voated  and  allowed  att  a  I'ownr  miM*i«*lttD 
y*  30^  day  of  may :  iyao — 

IVhere  vpon  it  is  voated  and  ordered  to  Raise  150^  -  00*  -  on* 

And  it  is  ftntfaer  voated  and  ordered  that  the  Tuwf  ]  Ttrniiurrt  <ihMil 
pay  all  Legal  does  and  duties  in  Geathering  and  stith  olhrt  |  lrfi«t\tl)  : 
Charges  that  shall  accrew  in  bring  in  the  s"  sum  uf  iirir  humltPil  *iut 
fifty  pounds  in  to  the  Towns  Treasurry  .  .  . 

Att  a  Towne  meeteing  held  att  Prouidence  thin  5***  dsy  of  )imr  \f»k 
Jt  being  the  first  mnnday  in  said  month  and  the  'J'uwnii  ICIrtUdti  ttitv  U^ 
Chooseing  of  Towne  officers 

Cap*  Richard  Waterman  is  Chosan  Town  Clerk  :  )CnKii«(td 

Robert  Currie  Chosen  Towne  Seijant :        Engiigrc) 
Henry  Eastain  Chosen  Constable  x  thour  ( 'ra*! 

John  Sayles  Jun'  Chosen  x  Constable      J  are  rngagrtl 

Moses  Burlinggame  Chosen  Constable  who  was  diiimiiiiird  ftjr  UrMtut 
able  alligations 


Co"  Joseph  X  Whipple 

M'  James  Browne  Refused  Chosen 
m'  Nicholas  x  Power  Town 

M'  Edward  Smith  Refused  Councill 
Cap*  Nathaniell  Jenckes  x  men 

Cap*  Thomas  Harris  x 

Thomas  Olney  w*  Chosen  Town  Treasuror  Engaged 

M'  Edward  Smith 
Cap*"  Josiah  Westcott  x 
&  m'  Joseph  Brown  x 

M'  Stephen  Dexter  x 
M'  John  Dexter  x 
M'  Ebenezer  Spreague  x 
M'  John  Steere  x  Jun'  x 
M'  Nehemiah  Sheldon  x 
M'  Thomas  Burllinggame 
W  John  Bolcom 
M'  Samuell  ffisk 


thoiie 
CnmhTfl  are 
ICngagcd 


Chosen  Ratemaken 


Chosen  Surueyors  of 

highways 

those  Crossed  are  Engaged 
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M'  Eliezer  Arnold  Engaged 
M'  Thomas  Arnold  Jun' 
M'  William  Turpin  Engaged 

Cap*  James  olncy 
M'  William  Whipple 
William  Whipple  Refused 

M'  X  James  Browne 

M'  Richard  Browne 

m'  X  William  |  Hopkins  |  Carp* 

m'  Richard  Sayles 

m'  Charles  Dyer 

m'  X  Arthur  flenner  Jun' 

m'  John  Steere  Jun'  x 

&  m'  James  Aldrich 

M'  Benjamin  Tillinghast 
Chosen  Packer  &  and  Sealer 

M'  Thomas  Kilton 

m'  Daniell  Angell 

and  m'  Khenezer  x  Bates 

l*he  Town  Constables  Chosen  and  Engaged  for  the  Ciuell  are 

Henry  Estance :  — 
John  Sayles  Jun' 
Samuell  Gorton 

M*  Nftthaniell  Blague  M*  Thomas  Kilton  are  Chosen  hemp  viewers  — 
KnitAgetl 

M'  Jonathan  Spreague  Jun'  Js  Chosen  deputy  to  serue  att  the  next 
(ii^nr"  Court  of  Asscn^bly  to  be  held  att  Newport  Jn  this  Jnstant  June 
}\\  the  Rot>me  of  m'  Andrew  Harris 

Titr  MD  \\\\\v\\  M!«  NC  James  Browne  hath  Po^tiuely  Refused  to  serue  in 
(ho  plrti  0  of  a  Town  (.\MinciU  man :  where  vpon  Cap*  James  Obiey  is 
CluMi^n  in  hi«  KiH>n\e  and  aW>  m'  Edward  Smith  hath  positiuely  Refused 
to  tkpvw  In  \\\f  place  ami  office  of  a  Town  Councill  num :  where  vpon 
M'  Phillip  riUiuiihtwt  i»  Chtvsen  in  his  Roome  x 

The  m<;«ieii\||  i«  a^ijornetl  tx>  ^teniay  next  it  being  the  10*^  day  of 
thi«  JiMtant  }\\M  Mt  twtluc  a  Clock  in  the  day  — 


(Chosen  ouer  seers  for  the 
poore 

[  Pound  Engaged  keepers 


Chosen  fence  viewers 
those  Crossed  are 
Engaged 


I  Engaged 

(Chosen  Hog  Constables 
Engaged 
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SatcrdaT-  y*  ic^  cbf  ctf  June  17x1 : 

the  mfrtrmg  b  apine  bl  being — Ca°  Joseph  Whipple  Contmncs 
moderator 


The  Town  Coaocill  men  Chosen  to  act 
to  the  assfistants  and  Jostkci  far  this  jeare : 
and  Engaged  aie — 


Co"  Joseph  Whipple 
Cap^  Nathaaiell  Jenckes 
Cap'  Thomas  Harrs 
Mr  Nicholas  Power 
Cap*  James  Oiae  y 
W  Phillip  Tillinghast 


John  Pbtter  Jusf  is  Chosen  Constable  Ja  the  Roome  of  Moses  Burt- 
linggame 

Ensign  James  Whipple  is  Chosen  Foond  Keeper  in  the  Roome  of 
M'  William  Whipple 

The  mcetcing  is  adjomed  to  nnmday  the  19*^  day  of  this  Jostsmt 
June 

Jn  Older  to  Engage  John  Pdtter  Jon'  to  the  place  of  a  Constable : 
other  ways  to  Chose  an  other  in  his  Roome :  but  in  Cose  the  $*  l\>tter 
ukes  his  ingagement  before  that  time  then  this  meetcing  is  dissolued 

June  J*:  19*^  day  1721 :  the  meeteing  is  againe  in  being — 

Richard  Waterman  Chosen  Moderator  Co°  Joseph  Whipple  being 
absent 

John  Potter  Jun'  appeared  before  this  meeteing  and  made  excuse  of 
his  Enabilit}'es  that  disinabled  him  for  senieing  in  the  place  of  a  (.in- 
stable :  and  his  alligations  was  accepted  by  the  Justices  aiu)  there  v)H>n 
the  s*  Potter  Js  dismist  for  this  yeare  Jn  hopes  he  may  be  better  Knable^l 
to  performe  the  office  by  his  Jndustry  to  acquaint  himself  with  l^arncing 
against  an  other  time 

Where  vpon  Samuell  Gorton  was  Chosen  in  to  the  office  of  a  Con- 
stable and  Engaged  in  the  Roome  of  the  said  John  Potter 

The  meeteing  is  dissolued : 

[Record  Commission],  TAe  Early  Records  oftht  Town  of  IVtn'iiiimt  (Provi- 
dence, 1897),  XIII,  41-55  passim. 
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79.    The  Dignity  of  a  Selectman  (i  763-1 766] 

BY  JOHN    ADAMS 

The  sUnding  executive  board  or  committee  kept  up  the  town's  business  when 
the  tawn -meet in g  was  adjourn ei(.  —  For  Adams,  see  No.  24  above;  on  town  govern- 
ment, see  No.  78  above. 

[^7^3]  T30S'rON.  February.  This  day  learned  that  the  Caucus 
X3  Club  meets,  at  certain  times,  in  the  garret  of  Torn 
Dawes,  the  Adjutant  of  the  Boston  Regiment.  He  has  a  large  house, 
and  he  has  a  movable  partition  in  his  garret  which  he  takes  down,  and 
the  whole  club  meets  in  one  room.  There  they  smoke  lobacco  till  you 
cannot  see  from  one  end  of  the  garret  lo  the  other.  There  they  drink 
flip,  I  supfxjse,  and  there  they  choose  a  moderator,  who  puts  questions 
to  the  vote  regularly  ;  and  selectmen,  assessors,  collectors,  wardens,  fire- 
wards,  and  representatives,  are  regularly  chosen  before  they  are  chosen 
in  the  town.  Uncle  Fairfield,  Story,  Ruddock,  Adams,  Cooper,  and  a 
rutiis  indii^estai^uf  moles  of  others  are  members.  They  send  committees 
lo  wait  on  the  merchant's  club,  and  lo  propose  and  join  in  the  choice 
of  men  and  measures.  Captain  Cunningham  saj-s,  they  have  often  so- 
licited him  10  go  lo  those  caucuses  ;  they  have  assured  him  benefit  in  his 
business,  &c.  .  .  . 

[  1 766]  March  i .  Saturday.  Spent  a  part  of  last  evening  with  Mr.  Jo 
Cleverly.  He  is  a  tiptoe  for  town  meeting  ;  he  has  many  schemes  and 
improvements  in  his  head  ;  —  namely,  for  separating  the  offices  of  con- 
suble  and  collector;  collecting  taxes  has  laid  the  fotmd.ition  for  the 
ruin  of  many  families.  He  is  for  five  selectmen,  and  will  vote  for  the 
old  ones,  Mr.  Quincy  and  Major  Miller.  He  hears  ihey  are  for  turning 
out  all  the  old  selectmen,  and  choosing  a  new  set ;  they  for  hadng  but 
three,  &:c.  The  only  way  is  to  opptjse  schemes  to  schemes,  and  so 
break  in  upon  them.  Cleverly  will  become  a  gre.it  town-meeting  man, 
and  a  great  speaker  in  town  meeting.  Q^  Uliat  cAect  will  this  have  on 
the  town  affairs  ? 

Brother  tells  roe  that  UTlliam  Yeasey,  Jr.  tells  him  he  has  but  one  ob- 
jection against  Jonathan  Ba&N,  and  that  is,  Ba^  is  too  forward,  Hlieo 
a  roan  is  fcvward,  we  n>ay  com  luJe  he  has  some  selfish  view,  aone  self 
ends.  Brother  asked  him  if  he  aikl  his  paity  WMild  carry  that  aigiuncnt 
through.  It  holds  stronger  against  Captain  Tlitfer  and  Mafor  Miller, 
than  it  ever  did  J^^aimt  anybody  in  this  tovn,  e«wyli^g  Coknid  Goodi 
and  Captain  MiHs.    But  1  desire  the  proof  oC  Baas^  ftiiinMiiiiUin     Has 
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he  been  more  so  than  Major  Miller?  Come,  come,  Mr.  Vcawy,  wiys 
Master  Jo  Cleverly,  don't  you  say  too  much  ;  I  an't  of  that  mind.  Efio, 
Bass  is  an  active,  capable  man,  but  no  seeker  by  mean  begging  or  buy- 
ing of  votes. 

3.  Monday.  My  brother  Peter,  Mr.  Ettcr,  and  Mr.  Field,  having  a 
number  of  votes  prepared  for  Mr.  Quincy  and  me,  set  ihemHclvcx  to 
scatter  them  in  town  ipeeting.  The  town  had  been  very  ftilcnl  and  Mill, 
my  name  had  never  been  mentioned,  nor  had  our  friend*  ever  talked 
of  any  new  selectmen  at  all,  excepting  in  the  south  prccinci  ;  but  an 
soon  as  they  found  there  was  an  attempt  to  be  made,  they  fell  in  and 
assisted  ;  and,  although  there  were  six  different  hats  with  votcv  for  as 
many  different  persons,  besides  a  considerable  number  of  »cattermg 
votes,  I  had  the  major  vote  of  the  assembly  the  first  time.  Mr.  Quincy 
had  more  than  one  hundred  and  sixty  votes.  I  had  but  one  vote  more 
than  half.  Some  of  the  church  people,  —  Mr.  Jo  Cleverly,  hi»  brother 
Ben  and  son,  &c.  and  Mr.  Ben  \  eai>ey,  of  the  middle  precinct,  Mr.  Jamc»i 
Faxon,  &c.  —  I  found  were  grieved  and  chagrinwi  for  the  low  of  their 
dear  Major  Miller.  Elter  and  my  brother  took  a  fckilful  method  ;  they 
let  a  number  of  young  fellows  into  the  design,  John  Rugglcs,  Peter  New. 
comb,  &c.  who  were  very  well  pleased  with  the  employment,  and  put 
about  a  great  many  votes.  Majjy  persons,  I  hear,  acted  »lyly  and  de- 
ceitfully ;  this  is  always  the  case. 

I  own  it  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  find  I  had  so  many  friends,  and 
that  my  conduct  in  town  has  been  not  disapproved.  The  civoiie  wa» 
quite  unexpected  to  me.  I  thought  the  project  was  so  new  and  sudden 
that  the  people  had  not  digested  it,  and  would  generally  suppose  the 
town  would  not  like  it,  and  so  would  not  vote  for  it.  But  my  brother'* 
answer  was,  that  it  had  been  talked  of  last  year  and  some  years  beftire, 
and  tliat  the  thought  was  familiar  to  the  people  in  general,  and  was  more 
agreeable  than  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  could  be  proposed  to  many,  and 
for  these  reasons  his  hopes  were  strong. 

But  the  triumph  of  the  party  was  very  considerable,  though  not  com- 
plete ;  for  Thayer,  and  Miller,  and  the  late  lessees  of  the  north  commons, 
and  many  of  the  church  people,  and  many  others  had  determined  to  gel 
out  Deacon  Penniman ;  but,  instead  of  that,  their  favorite  was  dropped, 
and  I,  more  obnoxious  to  that  party  than  even  Deacon  Penniman  or 
any  other  man,  was  chosen  in  his  room,  and  Deacon  Penniman  was 
saved  with  more  than  one  hundred  and  thirty  votes,  —  a  more  reputable 
election  than  even  Hiayer  himself  had. 
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Mr.  Jo  Bass  was  extremely  sorry  for  the  loss  of  Major  Miller ;  he 
would  never  come  to  another  meeting.  Mr.  Jo  Cleverly  could  not  ac- 
count for  many  things  done  at  town  meetings.  His  motion  for  choos- 
ing collectors  was  slighted  ;  his  motion  for  lessening  his  line  was  thrown 
out;  and  he  made  no  surt  of  figure  as  a  speaker;  so  that  I  believe 
Mr.  (teverly  will  make  no  hand. 

Klinlia  Niles  says,  set  a  knave  to  catch  a  knave.  A  few  days  before  a 
formt'f  March  meetings  he  told  Thayer  that  he  had  a  mind  to  get  in 
Deacon  Penniman.  Thayer  asked  him,  who  he  would  have  with  him? 
he  answered,  Captain  Allen.  Thayer  made  him  no  answer,  but  when 
the  meeting  came,  was  chosen  himself.  Mr.  Thomas  Faxon,  of  this  end 
of  the  town,  told  my  wife  he  nex'cr  saw  anybody  chosen  so  neatly  in  his 
life,  —  not  a  wi)r<i,  not  a  whisper  beforehand,  Peter  Newcomb  gave 
him  a  vote ;  he  hud  one  before  for  Miller,  and  had  heard  nothing  of 
me  ;  but  he  thought  I  should  have  one.  So  he  dropped  that  for  Miller. 
Jo  Nightingale  asked  my  wife,  *'  Mr.  Adams  will  have  loo  much  business, 
will  he  not ;  the  courts  to  attend,  selectman,  and  representative  at  May, 
&c,?"  Mr.  John  Baxter,  the  old  gentleman,  told  me  he  was  very  well 
pleased  with  the  choice  at  the  north  end,  &c.  Old  Mr.  John  Ruggles 
voted  for  me ;  but  says  that  Iliayer  will  [be  chosen]  at  May.  If  I 
would  set  up,  he  would  vote  for  me,  and  1  should  go,  but  Mr.  Quincy 
will  not.  Lieutenant  Holbrook,  I  hear,  was  much  in  ray  favor,  &c 
Thus  the  town  «s  pretty  generally  disputing  about  me,  I  find. 

But  this  <  hoicc  will  not  disconcert  Thayer,  at  May,  though  it  will 
weaken  him.  But,  as  I  said  before,  the  triumph  was  not  complete;  — 
Cornet  Bass  had  the  most  votes  the  first  time,  and  would  have  corac  in 
the  Seconal,  but  the  north  end  i:)Cople,  his  friends,  after  putting  in  their 
votes  the  first  time,  withdrew  for  refreshment,  by  which  accident  he  lost 
it,  to  their  great  regret, 

Mark  the  fruits  of  this  election  to  me.  Will  the  church  people  be 
angT>',  and  grow  hot  and  furious^  or  will  they  be  cooler  and  calraer  for 
it?  Will  Thayer's  other  precinct  friends  resent  it  and  become  more 
nolent,  or  will  they  be  less  so?  In  shi^rl,  1  cannot  answer  these  ques- 
tions ;  many  of  them  will  l>e  disheartenc<l,  1  know  ;  some  will  be  glad. 

to.  Monday,  Ijist  week  went  to  Rtston,  and  to  \N'eymouth,  &c.  1 
bear  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Cle^'e^ly  h.is  already  bespoke  Mr.  John  Ruggles, 
Jr.  against  May  meeting.  —  prtimined  him  *•<  much  as  he  can  eat  and 
drink  of  the  best  sort,  if  he  will  vote  for  Captain  Thayer  ;  told  him  he 
would  not  have  acted  a&  he  did,  at  Man^h,  if  it  hud  not  been  for  Thomas 
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Newcomb,  and  that  he  would  vote  for  Thayer,  at  May,  if  it  was  not  for 
Thomas  Newcomb.  By  this,  the  other  side  are  alarmed ;  the  craft,  they 
think,  is  in  danger ;  but  I  believe  their  fears  are  groundless,  though  I 
wish  there  was  good  reason  for  them. 

Drank  tea  at  Mr.  Etter's.  He  says  all  the  blame  is  laid  to  him,  and 
that  a  certain  man  takes  it  very  ill  of  him.  By  the  way,  I  heard  to-day 
that  Major  Miller  and  James  Bracket,  Jr.  were  heard,  since  March 
meeting,  raving  against  Deacon  Palmer,  and  said  he  was  a  knave,  &c. 
Q.  About  this  quarrel  ? 

I  find  the  late  choice  has  brought  upon  me  a  multiplicity  of  new  cares. 
The  schools  are  one  great  object  of  my  attention.  It  is  a  thing  of  some 
difficulty  to  find  out  the  best,  most  beneficial  method  of  expending  the 
school  money.  Captain  Adams  says,  that  each  parish's  proportion  of 
the  school  money  has  not  been  settled  ance  my  father's  day.  Thomas 
Faxon  says,  it  would  be  more  profitable  to  the  children,  to  have  a  num- 
ber of  women's  schools  about  than  to  have  a  fixed  grammar  school. 
Q.  Whether  he  has  not  a  desire  that  his  wife  should  keep  one  ?  Jona- 
than Bass  says  the  same.  Q.  His  wife  is  a  school-mistress.  So  that 
two  points  of  examination  occur;  the  portion  between  the  parishes, 
that  is,  the  sum  which  this  parish  ought  to  have ;  and  whether  a  stand- 
ing grammar  school  is  preferable  to  a  number  of  school-mistresses  part 
of  the  year,  and  a  grammar  school  part. 

Another  great  object  is  the  poor ;  persons  are  soliciting  for  the  privi- 
lege of  supplying  the  poor  with  wood,  com,  meat,  &c.  The  care  of  sup- 
plying at  cash  price,  and  in  weight  and  measure,  is  something ;  the  care 
of  considering  and  deciding  the  pretensions  of  the  claimants  is  something. 

A  third,  and  the  greatest,  is  the  assessment ;  here  I  am  not  so  thorough ; 
I  must  inquire  a  great  while  before  I  shall  know  the  polls  and  estates,  real 
and  personal,  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  parish.  The  high- 
ways, the  districts  to  surveyors,  and  laying  out  new  ways  or  altering  old 
ones,  are  a  fourth  thing.  Perambulations  of  lines  are  another  thing. 
Dorchester,  Milton,  Stoughton,  Bridge  water,  Abington,  Weymouth,  —  or- 
ders for  services  of  many  sorts  to,  &c. 

John  Adams,  Works   (edited  by  Charles   Francis  Adams,  Boston,  1850), 
II,  144-188  passim. 
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CHAPTER  XII— THE  LIFE  OF  THE  PEOPLE 
80.    A  Lady's  Travel  in  New  England  (1704) 

BY    MADAM    SARAH   KEMBLE   KNIGHT 

MddAin  Knight  was  the  daughter  of  a  Boston  merchant,  and  wife  of  the  captain  of 
a  London  ship.  She  was  for  a  time  schoohnistress  in  Boston,  and  later  settled  in 
Connecticut.  The  journey  described  below  was  made  to  claim  some  property. — 
BibUography :  Preface  to  Madam  Knight^s /oNriKz/,  reprinted  in  1865;  lyler, /fMi^r- 
iVitN  l.iftratmrf^  II,  96-98;  Winsor,  Narrative  amf  Critical  History^  V,  167-169; 
Channing  and  Hart,  GmiJe,  §  130.  —  For  earlier  accounts  of  New  England  life,  see 
C^mtem/^taries,  I,  ch.  xxi. 

MONDAY,  Octb'r.  y*  second,  1704. —  About  three  o'clock  after- 
noon, I  begun  my  Journey  from  Boston  to  New-Haven ;  being 
about  two  Hundred  Mile. . . . 

.  . .  being  ignorant  of  the  way.  Mad"  Billings,  seing  no  persoasioDs 
oC  her  good  spouses  or  hers  could  prevail  with  roe  to  Lodg.  there  that 
Wght,  Very  kindly  went  wyth  me  to  y*  Tavero,  wheie  I  hoped  to  get 
my  guide.  And  desired  the  Hostess  to  inquire  of  her  guests  whether  any 
o(r  them  would  go  with  mee. ...  I  toM  ber  no,  I  iroukl  not  be  aooes- 
may  to  such  cxtonioa. 

Hmd  John  lium't  go,  sais  she<e.  No,  indeed,  sluan^  l>ee ;  Axtd  h^ 
forth  At  tiut  rate  a  long  tine,  tluft  I  b^t«ti  vo  kAX  I  was  ^cA  amomg  ^le 
Qnaking  tnhe,  beJecrix^  not  a  Iifnbeit09tgM  shft^r  among  ii>em  <;odld 
om  do  Madm.  Hosi«s. 

V-ficm  Tins,  to  my  no  small  sorpiisc  *w>  }<'^  arnfwe,  aTi4  gtaveiy  de- 
mandrd  whal  I  would  give  hitn  \o  ffd  wkh  mt  ?  OhT  ycm,  sais  I,  arc 
yon  John?  Yes,  savs  he,  iat  watrt  ^f  a  1^?fw  ;  And  hchoW  :  this  John 
look^  as  old  as  my  Host,  and  perhaps  had  hift  a  mi«n  in  the  lasa  Cen- 
tury.   WdE,  Mt.  John,  sai*  i,  matee  yinn  ^ktmund^.    Wh^i,  half  Ji  ipa&. 
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I  of  eight  and  a  dram,  sais  John.     I  agreed,  and  gave  hira  a  Dram  (now) 
in  hand  to  bind  the  bargain. 

My  hostess  caiechis'd  John  for  going  so  cheep,  saying  his  poor  wife 
would  break  her  heart  .  .  . 

When  we  had  Ridd  about  an  bow'r,  wee  corac  into  a  thick  swamp, 
I  wch.  by  Reason  of  a  great  fogg,  very  much  startled  roee,  it  being  now 
very  Dark.     Bui  nothing  dismay'd  John  :  Hee  had  encountered  a  thou- 
sand and  a  thousand  such  Swamps,  having  a  Universall  Knowledge  in 
the  woods  ;  and  readily  Answered  all  ray  inquiries  wch.  were  not  a  few. 
In  about  an  how'r,  or  something  more,  after  we  left  the  Swamp,  we 
.come  to  Billinges,  where  I  was  to  Lxjdg.     My  Guide  dismounted  and 
very  Complasantly  help't  me  down  and  shewd  the  door,  signing  to  me 
w"*  his  hand  to  Go  in  ;  w*^  I  Gladly  did  —  Bui  had  not  gone   many 
steps  into  the  Room,  ere  I  was  Interogated  by  a  young  Lady  I  under- 
stood afterwards  was  the  Eldest  daughter  of  the  family,  with  these,  or 
L words  to  this  purpose,  (viz.)  I^w  for  mee  —  what  in  the  world  brings 
[  You  here  at  this  time  a  night  ?  —  I  never  see  a  woman  on  the  Rode  so 
[  Dreadfull  late,  in  all  the  days  of  my  versall  life.    Who  are  Vou  ?    Where 
are  You  going?     I'rae  scar'd  out  of  my  witts — with  much  more  of  the 
same  Kind.     I  stood  aghast,  Prepareing  to  reply,  when  in  comes  ray 
Guide  —  to  hira  Madam  turn'd,  Roreing  out :  Lawfull  heart,  John,  is  it 
You?  — how  de   do!     Where  in   the  world   are   you   going  with   this 
woman  ?    W  ho  is  she?  .  .  . 

I  told  her  shee  treated  me  very  Rudely,  and  I  did  not  think  it  my 
I  duty  to  answer  her  unmannerly  Questions.  But  to  get  ridd  of  them,  I 
,  told  her  I  come  there  to  have  the  post's  company  with  me  to-morrow 
on  my  Journey,  &c.  Miss  star'd  awhile,  drew  a  chair,  bid  me  silt. 
And  then  run  up  stairs  and  putts  on  two  or  three  Rings,  (or  else  I  had 
not  seen  them  before,)  and  returning,  sett  herself  just  before  me,  show- 
ing the  way  to  Reding,  that  1  might  see  her  Ornaments,  perhaps  to  gain 
the  more  respect.  .  .  . 

Tuesday,  October  y*  third,  about  8  in  the  morning,  I  with  the  Post 
proceeded  forward  without  observing  any  thing  remarkable ;  And  about 
two.  aftemcx)n,  Arrived  at  the  Post's  second  stage,  where  the  western 
Post  mett  him  and  exchanged  Letters.  Here,  having  called  for  some- 
thing to  eat,  y*  woman  bro'l  in  a  Twisted  thing  like  a  cable,  but  some- 
thing whiter  ;  and  laying  it  on  the  bord,  tugg'd  for  life  to  bring  it  into  a 
capacity  to  spread  ;  w""*"  having  w"*  great  pains  accomplished,  shee  serv'd 
in  a  dish  of  Pork  and  Cabage,  I  suppose  the  remains  of  Dinner.  The 
Q      • 
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M«<ie  WII4  of  A  tletp  Ptirplc,  W^  I  tho't  was  boil'd  in  ber  dye  Kettle ; 
\Uf  \>Tv.ti\  wa^  lij(liiifT,  arvl  every  thing  on  the  Table  service  Agreeable 
Ui  thc»f.  I,  l»ping  hungry,  gotl  a  little  down  ;  but  my  stomach  was  soon 
cloy'd. . . . 

t  ,  .  the?  font  told  mrc  wc  had  ncer  14  miles  to  Ride  to  the  next 
Stigc,  (where  wc  were  lf»  \An\g,)  \  askt  him  of  the  rest  of  the  Rode, 
foreieejiig  wee  mini  trav.ui  in  the  night.  Hee  told  mee  there  was  a 
h\iA  Kiver  we  were  lo  Kidc  ihro',  w*"**  was  so  very  firce  a  hors  could 
nouieliincx  )i«r<lly  Ktein  it  :  litil  it  was  but  narrow,  and  wee  shouM  soon 
lie  over.  I  « iirinol  ex[)reHN  The  iionocrn  of  mind  this  relation  sett  me 
In  ;  no  ihtmKlil!*  hut  those  of  ihc  dang'ros  River  could  entertain  my 
l»ii;tK'""*i<*".  **'"'  lli'-*y  **'<'ff'  '**  formidable  as  varios,  still  Tormenting  me 
wuh  bin  kfsl  Mras  (»f  my  Ajijiroching  fate  —  Sometimes  seing  myself 
drowning,  otherwhites  drowned,  and  at  the  best  like  a  holy  Sister  Just 
come  out  of  a  Spirittial  Ralh  in  tlripjiing  Garmenls. 

Now  was  the  ClIoriouH  Lumin.try,  w"*  his  swift  Coursers  arrived  at  his 
Stage,  leaving  poor  me  w"*  the  rest  nf  this  part  of  the  lower  world  in 
darknCKs,  with  which  wte  were  stKm  Surrounded.  The  only  Gliraering 
we  now  had  was  fnnn  the  spangled  Skies,  Whose  Imperfect  Reflections 
ren<lcrc<l  every  t  )bjet't  formidable,  Kach  lifeless  Tnink,  with  its  shat- 
tcr*d  Limbs,  appear'd  an  Armed  Enymie  ;  and  every  little  stump  h'ke  a 
Ravenous  devourer.  Nor  could  I  so  much  as  discern  my  Guide,  when 
at  any  distance,  which  added  to  the  terror. 

ThttSfe  absolutely  lost  in  Thought^  and  dying  with  the  \tTy  thoughts  of 
drowning,  I  come  up  «*^  the  post,  who  I  did  not  see  till  even  with  his 
Hors :  be  told  mee  he  stopt  for  mee  ;  and  wee  Rode  on  Ver>-  deliberaUy 
a  few  paces,  when  we  entred  a  Thirkett  of  T^es  ami  Shrubbs,  and  I 
peiceived  by  the  Hors's  going,  we  were  o«  the  descent  of  a  Hill,  w^  as 
\  oome  neerer  the  bottom,  twias  ^tuttlkf  dank  w*  the  Trees  that  sor- 

'loanded  it.  But  I  knew  by  t)ic  Goiiic  of  the  Hors  wtee  had  entred  the 
water,  w^  my  (;ukle  told  mtt  wtet  tW  hatfjit\k>s  Rit^r  he  had  KM  nc 
cdT;  and  Hee,  R*di«g  np  dose  to  my  Sidfc,  Hid  me  not  fear — w«  dmnild 
be  over  tmcdiailf*  I  now  talvtvl  dB  tlie  Oonnse  I  was  MMria  oC 
Rnonni^  tliai  I  mnsft  dilier  Vefitwne  my  tee  oC  drowwiuft,  «r  br  kft 
laot  9*  CMdrwi  «n  llie  WKNid*    So,  as  live  1^  btd  met,  I  (am  RciB  to 

\  mf  Huggi  «id  ataMig  m  SM)^  «s  }wti  hhfmt  m  i)ie  CMmcin,  in  a  few 
fot  «ifc  to  *«  ^Bidw^  «  V  «.^iA  Vw  t.-^  wM^  ««K  fhe  Xatra- 
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[  Town  tope-ers  in  next  Room,  Who  were  entred  into  a  strong  debate 
[concerning  y*  Signifycation  of  the  name  of  their  Country,  (viz.)  Narra- 
fganset.     One  said  it  was  named  so  by  y*  Indians,  because  there  grew  a 
Brier  there,  of  a  prodigious  Highth  and  bigness,  the  Hke  hardly  ever 
known,  called  by  the  Indians  Narragansett ;  And  quotes  an  Indian  of 
[so  Barbarous  a  name  for  his  Author,  that  I  could  not  write  it.     His 
Antagonist  Replyed  no  —  It  was  from  a  Spring  it  had  its  name,  w*''  hee 
[well  knew  where  it  was,  which  was  extreem  cold  in  summer,  and  as  Holt 
[as  could  tve  imagined  in  the  winter,  which  was  much  resorted  too  by  ihc 
natives,  and  by  them  called  Narragansett,  (Hott  and  Cold,)  and  that 
was  the  originall  of  their  places  name  —  with  a  thousand  Impertinances 
not  worth  notice,  w"^**  He  utter'd  with  such  a  Roreing  voice  and  Thunder- 
ing blows  with  the  fist  of  vWckedness  on  the  Table,  that  it  peirced  my 
^  very  head.  ...     I  set  my  Candle  on  a  Chest  by  the  bed  side,  and  set- 
'  ting  up,  fell  to  my  old  way  of  composing  my  Resentments,  in  the  follow- 
ing manner : 

I  ask  thy  Aid,  O  Potent  Rum  I 

To  Charm  these  wrangling  Topers  Dum. 

TKou  hast  their  Giddy  Brains  possest  — 

The  man  coofounded  w''^  the  Beast  — 

And  I,  poor  I,  can  get  110  rest. 

Intoxicate  them  with  thy  fumes : 

O  still  their  Tongues  till  morning  comes  1 

And  I  know  not  but  my  wishes  took  effect ;  for  the  dispute  soon  ended 
w***  'tother  Dram  ;  and  so  Good  night  ! 

VVedensday,  Octob""  4lh.  About  four  in  the  morning,  we  set  out  for 
Kingston  (for  so  was  the  Town  called)  with  a  french  Docter  in  onr 
company.  Hee  and  y*  Post  put  on  very  furiously,  so  that  I  could  not 
keep  up  with  them,  only  as  now  and  then  they'd  stop  till  they  see  mee, 
.  .  .  But  the  post  encourag'd  mee,  by  saying  wee  should  he  well  accom- 
modated anon  at  mr.  Devills,  a  few  miles  further.  But  I  questioned 
whether  we  ought  to  go  lo  the  Devil  to  be  helpt  out  of  affliction.  How- 
ever, like  the  rest  of  Deluded  souls  that  post  to  y*  Infernal  denn.  Wee 
made  all  posible  speed  lo  this  Devil's  Habitation  ;  where  alliting,  in 
full  assurance  of  good  accommodation,  wee  were  going  in.  But  meeting 
his  two  daughters,  as  I  suposed  twins,  they  so  neerly  resembled  each 
other,  both  in  features  and  habit,  and  look't  as  old  as  the  Divel  himselfe, 
and  quite  as  Ugly,  We  desired  entertainm't,  but  could  hardly  get  a  word 
out  of 'um,  till  with  our  Importunity,  telling  them  our  necesity,  &c.  they 
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rjird  iht  old  SophiMUrr,  who  va*  at  fpaiing  of  his  vonb  as  Us  daqghteis 
had  biOf  and  oo,  or  ncme,  w»  ihe  repy*  hee  made  in  to  oar  demands. . . . 

Atx>uc  ieven  that  Evening*  wc  come  to  New  Loodon  Ferry :  here,  by 
rca»on  of  a  yery  high  wind,  wc  roctt  with  great  difficulty  in  geiung  over 
—  the  Ikiat  to»'l  eiccedingly»  and  our  Horaes  capper'd  at  a  very  sur- 
prizing R;itc«  and  Aet  ai  all  in  a  fright 

.  .  .  between  nine  and  ten  at  night  waited  on  the  Rev^  Mr.  Gurdon 
Sdltt/niitall,  mitiittt'r  uf  the  town,  who  kindly  Invited  me  to  Stay  that 
night  al  hJH  hoiiJic,  where  I  wa;*  very  handsomely  and  plentifully  treated 
and  I-odgM;  ami  made  f^oiM  the  (ireat  Character  I  had  before  heard 
rone-crning  him :  viz.  that  hee  wa«  the  most  affable,  courteous,  Genero's 
nnti  bfttt  f)f  mrn. 

I'ri(i.jy,  Ofiu'  6th.  I  got  up  very  early,  in  Order  to  hire  somebody  to 
g<i  with  inrc  to  Nfw  lliivcn,  being  in  (Jreal  paqjiexily  at  the  thoughts 
of  proceeding  alone  ;  which  my  most  hui»pitablc  entertainer  obser\'ing, 
himtplfc  went,  and  noon  rctuin'd  w"*  a  young  Gentleman  of  the  town, 
who  he  could  ronlldc  in  lo  (io  with  mee.  .  .  . 

.  ,  ,  abiHH  two  .1  riock  afternoon  we  arrived  at  New  Haven,  where  I 
W»1H  ircrivrd  with  idl  I'osibic  Rcspcrts  and  civility*  Here  I  discharged 
Mr,  Whoclor  with  a  rcwanl  to  his  satisfaction,  and  look  some  lime  to 
re«t  after  «u  long  and  toilsome  a  Journey  ;  .\nd  Inform'd  myselfe  of  the 
manner*  anil  cuMimus  of  the  place,  and  at  the  same  time  employed 
lUVHclle  in  the  rtfair  I  went  there  upon. 

They  ttrr  t*»i»vern'd  by  the  same  Uiw?  as  wee  in  Boston,  (or  Uttle 
diffrriivgO  thr'tMit  thi«  whole  Colony  of  Connerticot,  And  much  the 
•aitte  way  of  Chwr\h  t'»o\*cmmenl»  and  many  of  them  good.  Sociable 
jMpt^pIr,  anil  I  \\o\K  KeligHM»  too :  but  a  little  loo  much  Independant  in 
Iheif  |wiuci|vj»llv  and.  a*  I  have  l>een  told,  were  formerly  in  their  Zeal 
'  ^nimttnttont  (owanh  such  IS  their  Lawcs  made 

tiik«a  Kt»  or  Innocent  mtniawnt  among  Young 
|W^H^.    Uh  yfi  a  freqiwent  and  comMed  an  easy  INmislanent, 

r^bonl  w*^  ^^^  ^w^  t^   t^)i»i^  w«Mif  :*K«-4iHe  in  dMir  Se*- 

tWy  ftX'C  iwc  iHfc  ot  i»ei>:!%]im  w  e^^eiy  iraoer ;  wlio  Hne  tjheir 
I  OnOwK  ^iCCMwvM  ^  Iwl  tWM  MM  mMVH  IM^  l^^^  ^  ^  ^'^  ■^"'F*  mony* 

I  w^  Wr  *  f^wNni  xJMM  tMai  \  vM  s  m^^|tp  ik  [pwcsM  vt  muifltKn  Kyvfli^  ne 
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beads  mv^^  serves  for  change.  Pay  as  mony  is  provisions,  as  aforch",  one 
Third  cheaper  then  as  ihe  Assembly  or  Gene'  Court  sets  it ;  and  Truit  u 
they  and  the  raerch'  agree  for  time. 

Now,  when  the  buyer  comes  to  ask  for  a  comodity,  sometimes  before 
the  merchant  answers  that  he  has  it,  he  sais,  is  Your  pay  iniy  f  Per- 
haps the  Chap  Reply's  Yes;  what  do  You  pay  in?  say's  the  merchant. 
The  buyer  having  answered,  then  the  price  is  set ;  as  suppose  he  wants 
a  sixpenny  knife,  in  pay  it  is  iid — in  pay  as  money  eight  pence,  and 
hard  money  its  own  price,  viz.  6d.  It  seems  a  very  Intricate  way  of 
trade  and  what  Lex  Mercatoria  had  not  thought  of. 

[Theodore  Dwight,  editor],  The  Journals  of  Madam  Knight,  etc.  (New  York, 
1825),  9-43  passim. 
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81.   **  A  Man  Diligent  in  his  Calling"  (1729-1732) 

BY    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN   (  I  77  I  ) 

The  autobiography  of  Franklin  is  not  only  an  invaluable  picture  of  the  tlmen,  hut 
is  one  of  the  noteworthy  books  in  the  world's  literature.  —  Pur  I'ranklin,  »cc  N«i.  68 
above.  For  colonial  life  in  general,  see  Lodge,  SAor/  Ifixtory  of  the  EngUih  Cehiiin; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guide^  §§  133,  145. 

S  I  could  not  yet  begin  our  paper,  I  wrote  several  pieces  of 
entertainment  for  Bradford's  paper,  under  the  title  of  the 
Busy  BoDv.which  Breintnal  continu'd  some  months.  By  this  meani>  the 
attention  of  the  publick  was  fixed  on  that  paper,  and  Keimer's  proposals, 
which  we  burlesqu'd  and  ridicul'd,  were  disregarded.  He  bcg.m  his  paper, 
however,  and,  after  carrying  it  on  three  quarters  of  a  year,  with  at  most 
only  ninety  subscribers,  he  ofler'd  it  to  me  fur  a  triJle  ;  and  I,  having 
been  ready  some  time  to  go  on  with  it,  took  it  in  hand  directly ;  and  it 
prov'd  in  a  few  years  extremely  profitable  to  me.  .  .  . 

Our  first  papers  made  a  quite  different  appearance  from  any  before 
in  the  province  ;  a  belter  type,  and  better  printed ;  but  some  sj)irited 
remarks  of  my  writing,  on  the  dispute  then  going  on  between  flovcrnor 
Burnet  and  the  Massachusetts  Assembly,  struck  the  principal  people. 
occasioned  the  paper  and  the  manager  of  it  to  be  much  talk'd  of,  and 
in  a  few  weeks  brought  them  all  to  be  our  subscribers. 

Their  example  was  follow'd  by  many,  and  our  number  went  on  groW' 
ing  continually.  This  was  one  of  the  first  good  effects  of  my  having 
learnt  a  little  to  scribble ;  another  was,  that  the  leading  men,  seeing  a 
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H  €mt¥$t9kni  U»  tM§f  md  mcamnar  ae.  Bndfonl  sdD  pnated  tke 
ir«Mi^«#^Uii^,«iKlo(hfrpublicklMMiiicM.  He  had  pnoied  n  addras 
,^  Hit  H<MMMr  to  die  fcnreniar,  io  a  ccMtie^  bhmderiiig  maaaer;  we 
fepHflled  H  cWfiaCly  end  correctly,  and  lent  one  to  every  meniber. 

Tmy  wert  netnibte  of  the  diflerenoe :  it  strengthened  the  haiids  of  our 
ImruU  in  ihe  fiotiie,  and  they  voted  os  their  printers  for  the  year 

ArixihK  my  fnendi  in  the  Hou»e  I  must  not  forget  Mr,  Hamiltoo, 
))9fate  mfuiun\*rt\,  who  wi»  then  returned  from  England,  and  had  a  seat 
In  it.  I(r  iritrrcrxlcd  hiiimelf  fur  me  itrongly  in  thai  instance,  as  he  did 
In  many  othrrn  sifirrwanl,  roniinuing  hi»  patronage  till  his  death.  .  .  . 

But  now  unolher  tliifu  uJiy  cumc  n\H)n  mc  which  I  had  never  the  least 
rriiNMM  Ut  fxi»c*:l.  Mr,  Mcrc<lith'H  father,  who  was  to  have  paid  for  our 
(►niilitiK  hoiittr,  iireording  lo  the  ex()e(talions  given  me,  was  able  to 
mlvattt  r  only  tmr  humlrnj  iiounrK  tnrrcncy,  which  had  been  paid ;  and 
a  huiKlretl  more  was  tluc  to  the  merchant,  who  grew  impatient,  and  su'd 
ui  all.  We  gave  hail,  l>ut  saw  that,  if  the  money  could  not  be  rais'd  in 
time,  the  HUtl  iminl  soon  nmic  to  u  jmlgmcnt  and  execution,  and  our 
hopeful  pioiipfcls  uiust,  with  us,  he  ruined,  as  the  press  and  letters  must 
\)C  sold  for  payineiil,  )ifrh;ips  at  half  price. 

In  this  distress  two  true  friends,  whose  kindness  I  have  never  forgot- 
ten, nor  c\Tr  »hall  forget  while  I  can  remember  any  thing,  came  to  me 
if))Arately,  unknown  to  each  other,  and,  without  any  application  from 
mc,  oflering  c.u  h  of  them  to  atlvance  me  all  the  money  that  should  be 
MCtatary  to  envd>lo  me  to  take  tlie  whole  business  upon  m>'5elf,  if  that 
•Kould  be  pr<\i  tiuible  ;  but  they  did  not  like  my  continuing  the  partner- 
•tdp  with  Meitfilith,  who,  as  they  said,  was  often  seen  drunk  m  the 
ttreet»,  ami  }4aying  at  low  gsimcs  in  alehooses,  much  to  our  discredit. 
'V\\tw  \w\>  ftienvU  were  William  Coleman  and  Robert  Grace.  I  told 
lh««a  1  ioukl  noK  jfWfnm  a  aepititioii  wluk  any  |»K»pcct  icnainM  of 
like  Mev«^iith»'  fMUtQlM  tbtit  pait  olour  a«ieeiMBt«  bccuae  1  tbcNRghi 
W^yielf  uiHkt  yre^t  i»b)^tioM  to  thetn  for  wlat  ibey  bad  done,  and 
KQiM  ^  if  Ibty  i^tttU  i  UiU  tf  Ibty  ibM%  Siil'a  ua  Ibcir  pctfoiiMtt, 
idMI  mit  iMorlMfib^  wmm  bit  cKnMwVi.  I  ^boaU  ibett  dyUt  aaysdf  at 
bbrHy  K'  AvAr(^  ibe  maittiumfit  «f  iN^  ftiMMlk 

"tW  ^b<^  lAMtitt  HTHbhl  ibi  ««Me  Iwatik  «bMt  1  «bmI  m  aqp  paitacr, 

ll^iiiwi  «I«IM%^«|4  ^  nwwMiit  b»  aidN«:«  l>e  ywaaaiAnewte  be 
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would  for  rou  aJooe.  If  that  is  the  case,  tell  toe,  and  I  will  Itsjgtt  tilt 
whole  to  you,  and  go  about  mjr  business."  "  No,"  said  hc»  *  my  lillicr 
has  really  been  disappointed,  and  is  really  unable ;  and  I  am  unwittntit 
to  distress  him  farther.  I  see  this  is  a  business  1  am  not  fit  for.  I  was 
bred  a  fanner,  and  it  was  a  folly  in  me  to  come  to  town,  and  put  mywlf, 
at  thirty  years  of  age,  an  apprentice  to  learn  a  new  trade.  Many  of  our 
Welsh  people  arc  going  to  settle  in  North  Carolina,  where  knd  is  cheap, 
I  ara  inclined  to  go  with  them,  and  follow  my  old  employment,  YoM 
may  find  friends  to  assist  you.  If  you  will  take  the  debts  of  the 
pany  upon  you  ;  return  to  my  father  the  hundred  pound  he  has  ad 
pay  my  little  personal  debts,  and  give  me  thirty  pounds  and  a  new  saddle, 
I  will  relinquish  the  partnership,  and  leave  the  whole  in  your  hand&."  1 
agreed  to  this  proposal ;  it  was  drawn  up  in  writing,  signed,  and  sealM 
immediately.  I  gave  him  what  he  demanded,  and  he  ^A^nt  sot^n  »(ktt 
to  Carolina,  from  whence  he  sent  me  next  year  two  long  letters,  con^ 
taining  the  best  account  that  had  been  given  of  that  country,  the  cl)llMlK%| 
the  soil,  husbandry,  etc.,  for  in  those  matters  he  was  ver)'  judicioutt  I 
printed  them  in  the  papers,  and  they  gave  great  satisfaction  to  the 
publick. 

As  soon  as  he  was  gone,  I  recurred  to  my  two  friends ;  and  because  I 
would  not  give  an  unkind  preference  to  either,  I  took  half  of  what  eurh 
had  offered  and  I  wanted  of  one,  and  half  of  the  other .  \mih\  oft'  the 
company's  debts,  and  went  on  with  the  business  in  uiy  own  name,  advcr^ 
tising  that  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  I  think  this  was  in  or  atHUit 
the  year  1729. 

About  this  time  there  was  a  cry  among  the  people  for  more  jwper 
money,  only  fifteen  thousand  pounds  being  extant  in  the  province.  awA 
that  soon  to  be  sunk.  The  wealthy  inhabitants  oppos'd  any  addition, 
being  against  all  paper  currency,  from  an  ap(irfhension  that  it  wouKl 
depreciate,  as  it  had  done  in  New  England,  to  the  prejudice  of  ail 
creditors.  .  .  . 

Our  debates  possess'd  me  so  fully  of  ihe  subject,  that  I  wmtr  and 
printed  an  anonymous  pamphlet  on  it,  entitled  "77/r  A'(i///rv<iw./;\>.v'v 
sity  of  a  Paper  Currency^  It  was  well  receivM  by  the  common  jiroplr 
in  general ;  but  the  rich  men  dislik'd  it,  for  it  increas'd  and  strengthenM 
the  clamor  for  more  money,  and  they  happening  to  have  no  writers 
among  them  that  were  able  to  answer  it,  their  opposition  slackctv'd, 
anil  the  point  was  carried  by  a  majority  in  the  House.  My  friends 
there,  who  conceived  I  had  been  of  some  service,  thought  fit  to  reward 
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mc  by  employing  mc  m  printing  the  money ;  a  very  profiuble  jobb  and 
a  great  help  to  me.  This  was  another  advantage  gain'd  by  my  being 
al>lt*  to  write.  ,  .  . 

I  '»oon  after  obtain'd,  thro'  my  friend  Hamilton,  the  printing  of  the 
Newcastle  paper  money,  another  profitable  jobb  as  I  then  thought  it ; 
small  things  appearing  great  to  those  in  small  circumstances ;  and  these, 
la  tne,  were  really  great  advantages,  as  they  were  great  encouragements. 
He  procured  for  me,  also,  the  printing  of  the  laws  and  votes  of  that  gov- 
ernment, which  continij'd  in  my  hands  as  long  as  I  follow'd  the  business. 

1  now  open'd  a  little  stationer's  shop.  I  had  in  it  blanks  of  all  sorts, 
the  correctest  that  ever  appear'd  among  us,  being  assisted  in  that  by  my 
friend  Breinlnal.  I  had  also  paper,  parchment,  chapmen's  books,  etc. 
Of»e  VVhiteinash,  a  compositor  I  had  known  in  London,  an  excellent 
workman,  iiuw  came  to  me,  and  work'd  with  me  constantly  and  dili- 
gently ;  and  1  look  an  apprentice,  the  son  of  Aqnila  Rose. 

I  hegan  nowgraduitlly  to  pay  off  the  debt  I  was  under  for  the  printing- 
house.  In  (tnler  to  secure  my  credit  and  character  as  a  tradesman,  I 
took  care  not  only  to  be  in  r^a/ify  ituluslrious  and  frugal,  but  to  avoid 
all  appeaiant  es  to  the  contrary.  I  rlrest  plainly  ;  I  was  seen  at  no 
jilaccs  of  itile  diversion.  I  never  went  out  a  fishing  or  shooting  ;  a 
book,  inileed,  sometimes  debaiich'd  me  from  my  work,  but  that  was 
seldom,  smig,  and  g;wc  no  scandal ;  and,  to  show  that  I  was  not  above 
my  business,  I  sometimes  brought  home  the  paper  I  purchas'd  at  the 
stores  thro*  the  streets  on  a  wheelbarrow.  Thus  being  esteem'd  an 
industrious,  Hiriving  young  man,  and  paying  duly  for  what  1  bought, 
the  merchants  who  iu^portcil  stationery  solicited  my  custom  ;  others 
proposeil  supplying  me  with  books,  and  I  went  on  swimmingly.  In  the 
mean  time,  Keimer's  credit  and  business  declining  d.iily,  he  was  at  last 
forc'd  to  sell  his  prinlmg-house  to  satisfy  his  creditors.  He  went  to 
Barbadoes,  and  there  lived  some  years  in  very  poor  circumstances. 

His  apprentice,  David  Harry,  whom  1  had  mstnicied  while  I  work'd 
with  him,  set  up  in  his  place  at  Philadelphia,  having  bought  his  materials. 
I  was  at  first  apprehensive  of  a  powerful  rival  in  Harry,  as  his  trieods 
n*ere  very  able»  and  had  n  g»VHl  «leal  of  interest.  I  therefore  propos'd  a 
partnership  to  him,  whHh  he,  fv>rtnnately  for  me,  rejected  with  scorn. 
He  was  very  proud.  ilrcssM  like  a  gcntlcnv^n.  liv'd  expensively,  took 
much  diversion  an<1  pleas\irc  abroad,  r.m  in  debt,  and  neglected  his 
busmess  ;  u^^^n  which,  all  business  )eft  him  ;  ami,  findii^g  noihii^  to  do, 
he  follow'd  Keimer  to  Barb-tdoes  taking  the  phntif^^KMise  with  hiro. 
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There  this  appicndoe  cmptoT'd  his  fonner  nusaer  as  jl  Kfamfyrtaak : 
the3r  qoinciM  often ;  Hanr  vent  cootiDaallT  bchindhjmd.  and  ai  ka^il^ 
was  forc'd  to  seD  his  trpes  aad  retam  to  fais  couTitrv  vork  in  iVx^> 
vania.  The  penon  that  bought  them  emplor'd  Keinier  to  usr  them, 
bat  in  a  few  yeais  he  died. 

There  remained  now  no  competitor  with  me  at  Philadelphia  bat  the 
old  one,  Bradibfd  ;  wiio  was  rich  and  easy,  did  a  little  priming  ikvw  and 
then  by  stiagglii^  hands,  bat  was  not  ver}*  anxious  about  the  husinefis. 
However,  as  he  kept  the  post-office,  it  was  imagiited  he  had  bettrr 
oppoitonides  of  obtaining  news ;  his  paper  was  thought  a  better  dis- 
tribater  of  advertisements  than  mine,  and  therefore  had  many  mv^ir. 
which  was  a  profitaI4e  thing  to  him,  ai)d  a  disadvantage  to  me ;  tor, 
tho'  I  did  indeed  receive  and  send  papers  by  the  post,  yet  the  publktk 
opiniiMi  was  otherwise,  for  what  I  did  send  was  by  bribing  the  riderR. 
who  todi:  them  privately,  Bradford  being  unkind  enough  to  fori^d  it, 
which  o(xasioa*d  some  resentment  on  my  part :  and  I  thought  so  meanly 
of  him  for  it,  that,  when  I  afterward  came  into  his  situation,  I  took  care 
never  to  imitate  it. 

I  had  hitherto  continued  to  board  with  Godfrey,  who  lived  in  part  of 
my  house  with  his  wife  and  children,  and  had  one  siiie  of  the  shop  for 
his  glazier's  business,  the'  he  worked  little,  being  always  absorl*ed  in  his 
mathematics.  Mrs.  Godfrey  projected  a  match  for  me  with  a  relation's 
daughter,  took  opportunities  of  bringing  us  often  together,  till  a  serious 
courtship  on  my  part  ensu'd.  the  girl  being  in  herself  very  deser\'ing. 
The  old  folks  encourag'd  me  by  continual  invitations  to  sup^>er.  and  by 
leaving  us  together,  till  at  length  it  was  time  to  explain.  Mrs.  (.k>dfrey 
managed  our  little  treaty.  I  let  her  know  that  1  ex}>ected  as  much 
money  with  their  daughter  as  would  pay  off  my  remaining  debt  for  the 
printing-house,  which  1  believe  was  not  then  alK>ve  a  hundred  pounds. 
She  brought  me  word  they  had  no  such  sum  to  sjare :  I  said  they 
might  mortgage  their  house  in  the  loan-ofhce.  The  answer  to  this, 
after  some  days,  was,  that  they  did  not  approve  the  match  ;  that,  on 
inquir}'  of  Bradford,  the>'  had  been  inform'd  the  printing  business  was 
not  a  profitable  one  ;  the  tyf)es  would  soon  be  worn  out,  and  more 
wanted ;  that  S.  Keimer  and  D.  Harry  had  failed  one  after  the  other. 
and  I  should  probably  soon  follow  them  ;  and,  therefore,  I  was  forbidden 
the  house,  and  the  daughter  shut  up.  .  .  . 

And  now  1  set  on  foot  ray  first  project  of  a  public  nature,  that  for  a 
subscription  librar)'.     I  drew  up  the  proposals,  got  them  j)ut  into  form 
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by  our  great  »cri»^cner,  Brockdcn,  and,  by  the  help  of  my  friends  in  the 
Jtinto,  procured  fifty  subscriljcrs  of  forty  shillings  each  to  begin  with, 
and  Irn  shillings  a  yc.ir  for  fifty  years,  the  term  our  company  was  to 
continue.  VVc  afterwards  obtain'd  a  charter,  the  company  being  in- 
creimcil  to  one  hutnlrcd  :  this  was  the  mother  of  all  the  North  American 
»wb*fri[)tit)n  lil)rarieH,  now  so  numerous.  U  is  become  a  great  thing 
ilwlf,  ami  <:()irtinu.illy  increasing.  These  libraries  have  improved  the 
general  tttnvcrHnlion  of  the  Americans,  made  ihe  common  tradesmen 
and  farmcrn  i\s  intelligent  as  most  gentlemen  from  other  countries,  and 
jwrhapft  have  contributed  in  some  degree  to  the  stand  so  generally  made 
Ihroiighont  the  •-olonics  in  <lefencc  of  their  privileges.  ,  ,  . 

This  library  afforded  me  the  means  of  improvement  by  constant 
Bludy,  for  which  I  set  apart  an  hour  or  two  each  day,  and  thus  repair'd 
in  some  degree  the  loss  of  the  learned  education  my  father  once  intended 
for  me.  Kcuiing  was  die  only  amusement  1  allow 'd  myself.  I  spent 
no  lime  in  taverns,  games,  or  frolicks  of  any  kind  ;  and  my  industry  in 
my  business  continu'd  as  indefatigable  as  it  was  necessary.  I  was  in- 
debted for  my  printing-house  ;  I  lud  a  young  family  coming  on  lo  be 
educated,  and  I  had  to  contend  with  for  business  two  printers,  who  were 
established  in  the  place  Ibefore  me.  My  circumstances,  however,  grew 
daily  easier.  My  original  habits  of  firugaliiy  continuing,  and  my  father 
having,  among  his  instructions  to  me  when  a  boy,  frequendy  repeated  a 
proverb  of  Solomon,  '*  Seest  thou  a  man  diligent  in  his  calling,  he  shall 
stand  before  kings,  he  shall  not  stand  before  mean  men,"  I  from  thence 
considered  industry  as  a  means  of  obtaining  wealth  and  distinction, 
which  encourag'd  me,  tho'  I  did  not  think  that  I  should  ever  literally 
iAiW  ^/ifft  kiMgSt  which,  however,  has  sinc«  happened  ;  for  I  have  stood 
before >inf,  and  even  had  the  honor  of  sitting  down  with  one,  the  King 
of  iVnmark,  to  dinner. 

We  iMve  an  English  proverb  that  says,  **//f  A«/  «wm/#/  Mrnv,  mms/ 
ssk  kts  mr^.*'  It  was  lucky  for  me  that  I  had  one  as  mnch  dispos'd  to 
industry  aad  fimgality  as  mysdf.  Sbc  assisted  me  cheerfblly  in  my  basi- 
neat,  foldii^  «nd  stitching  ^mmfkkus,  tcading  sIk>|>»  purchasiqg  old  finen 
msi  for  tbe  |M4pefHMken»  ctc.»  etc  We  kep*  no  idle  savants,  o«r 
tMt  WM  |ibhi  «hA  liiglk,  QW  fondmre  •f  the  cheap«L  For  iBstance, 
ny  taraakfost  «•>  %.  lonf  tiNie  bnud  tmd  milk  (no  ten),  and  I  ate  it  out 
o(  a  twopenny  ftttth««  pornnger^  with  a  pewter  spoon.  Bnt  nmrk  how 
Kuary  will  enter  ^uniikes  *m<  miAct  11  piv<$tess(«  hi  spite  of  pnoctplei 
beti^  call  d  one  mc«man  lo  Itf^kfosc  I  fo«nd  lit  m  « < 
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a  spoon  of  silver !  They  had  been  bought  for  me  without  my  knowledge 
by  my  wife,  and  had  cost  her  the  enormous  sum  of  three-and- twenty 
shillings,  for  which  she  had  no  other  excuse  or  apology  to  make,  but 
that  she  thought  her  husband  deserv'd  a  silver  spoon  and  China  bowl  as 
well  as  any  of  his  neighbors.  This  was  the  first  appearance  of  plate  and 
China  in  our  house,  which  afterward,  in  a  course  of  years,  as  our  wealth 
increas'd,  augmented  gradually  to  several  hundred  pounds  in  value. 

Benjamin  Franklin,  Autobiography  (edited  from  his  manuscript  by  John 
Bigelow,  Philadelphia,  1868),  177-210  passim. 


82.    Society  in  Virginia  (1732) 

BY    COLONEL   WILLIAM    BYRD 

Byrd  was  a  man  of  education  and  wealth,  living  on  his  Virginian  estate  in  a  style 
of  great  magnificence.  His  accounts  of  business  and  pleasure  trips  are  witty  and 
interesting.  —  Bibliography:  I>oy\c,  Engiish  in  America,  t''if^i»i*f,  339-3^^;  Winsor, 
Narrative  and  Critical  History,N ,  278-284;  Tyler,  American  Litera/Hre,  II,  270-279; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  99.  —  For  earlier  accounts  of  Virginian  society,  see 
Contemporaries,  1,  ch.  x. 

THIS  famous  Town  [Germanna]  consists  of  Colo.  Spotswood's 
enchanted  Castle  on  one  Side  of  the  Street,  and  a  Baker's 
Dozen  of  niinous  Tenements  on  the  other,  where  so  many  German 
Familys  had  dwelt  some  Years  ago ;  but  are  now  remov'd  ten  Miles 
higher,  in  the  Fork  of  Rappahannock,  to  Land  of  their  Own.  There 
had  also  been  a  Chappel  about  a  Bow-Shot  from  the  Colonel's  house,  at 
the  End  of  an  Avenue  of  Cherry  Trees,  but  some  pious  people  had 
lately  burnt  it  down,  with  intent  to  get  another  built  nearer  to  their  own 
homes.  Here  I  arriv'd  about  three  a'clock,  and  found  only  Mrs.  Spots- 
wood  at  Home,  who  receiv'd  her  Old  acquaintance  with  many  a  gracious 
Smile.  I  was  carry'd  into  a  Room  elegantly  set  off  with  Pier  Glasses, 
the  largest  of  which  came  soon  after  to  an  odd  Misfortune.  Amongst 
other  favourite  Animals  that  cheer'd  this  Lady's  Solitude,  a  Brace  of 
Tame  Deer  ran  familiarly  about  the  House,  and  one  of  them  came  to 
stare  at  me  as  a  Stranger.  But  unluckily  Spying  his  own  Figure  in  the 
Glass,  he  made  a  spring  over  the  Tea  Table  that  stood  under  it,  and 
shatter'd  the  Glass  to  pieces,  and  falling  back  upon  the  Tea  Table,  made 
a  terrible  Fracas  among  the  China.  This  Exploit  was  so  sudden,  and 
accompany'd  with  such  a   Noise,  that  it  surpriz'd  me,  and   perfectly 
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frighien'd  Mrs.  Spotswood,  But  twas  worth  aJl  the  Damage  to  shew  the 
Moderation  and  good  humour  with  which  she  bore  this  disaster.  In  the 
Evening  the  noble  Colo,  came  home  from  his  Mines,  who  saluted  me 
very  civilly,  and  Mrs.  Spotswood's  Sister,  Miss  Theky,  who  had  been  to 
meet  him  fn  Cava/ifr,  was  so  kind  too  as  to  bid  me  welcome.  We 
talkt  over  a  Legend  of  old  Storys,  supp'd  about  9,  and  then  prattl'd 
with  the  Ladys,  til  hvas  time  for  a  Travellour  to  retire.  In  the  mean 
time  I  obser%''d  my  old  Friend  to  be  very  Uxorious,  and  exceedingly 
fond  of  his  Children.  This  was  so  opposite  to  the  Maxims  he  us'd  to 
preach  np  before  he  was  marryed,  that  I  cou'd  not  forbear  rubbing  up 
the  Memory  of  them.  But  he  gave  a  very  good-natur'd  turn  lo  his 
Change  of  Sentiments,  by  alleging  that  whoever  brings  a  poor  Gentle- 
woman into  so  solitary  a  place,  from  all  her  Friends  and  acquaintance, 
wouVl  be  ungrateful  not  to  use  her  and  alt  that  belongs  to  her  with  all 
possible  I'enderness. 

We  all  kept  Snug  in  our  several  apartments  till  Nine,  except  Miss  Theky, 
who  w;js  the  Housewife  of  the  Family.  At  thai  hour  we  met  over  a  Pot 
of  Coffee,  which  was  not  quite  strong  enough  to  give  us  the  Palsy.  After 
Breakfast  the  Colo,  and  I  left  the  Ladys  to  their  Domestick  -Affairs, 
and  look  a  turn  in  the  (larden,  which  has  nothing  beautiful  but  5  Ter- 
race Walks  that  fall  in  Slopes  one  below  another.  I  let  him  timlerslandr 
that  besides  the  pleasure  of  paying  him  a  Visit,  I  came  to  l>e  instructed 
by  so  great  a  M-ister  in  the  Mystery  of  Making  of  Iron,  wherein  he  had 
led  the  way,  and  was  the  Tubal  Cain  of  Virginia.  He  corrected  mc  a 
little  there,  by  assuring  me  he  was  not  only  the  first  in  this  Country,  but 
the  first  in  North  America,  who  had  erected  a  regular  Furnace.  That 
they  ran  altogether  upon  Bloomer}'s  in  New  England  &  Pennsilvania, 
till  his  Example  had  made  them  attempt  greater  Works.  But  in  this 
last  Colony,  they  have  so  few  Ships  to  carry  their  Irun  to  Great  Britain, 
that  they  must  be  content  to  make  it  only  for  their  own  use,  and  must 
be  oblig'd  to  manufacture  it  when  they  have  done.  That  he  hoped  he 
had  done  the  Country  very  great  Service  by  setting  so  good  an  Example. 
.  .  .  Our  Conversation  on  this  Subject  continued  till  Dinner,  which  was 
both  elegant  and  plentifull.  The  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  ladys, 
who  shew'd  me  one  of  their  most  beautiful  Walks.  They  conducted  me 
thro'  a  Shady  Lane  to  the  Laiidtng,  *nd  by  the  way  made  me  drink  some 
very  tine  Water  that  issued  (mm  a  Marble  Fountain,  af>d  ran  incessantly. 
.  .  .  Then  ^t  proceeiied  to  the  River,  which  is  the  South  Branch 
of  RappahAQOck,  about  50  VanU  wide,  and  ^o  rapid  that  the  frxry  Boat 
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[is  drawn  over  by  a  Chain,  and  therefore  called  the  Rapidan.     At  night 
,  drank  prosperily  to  all  the  Colonel's  Projects  in  a  Bowl  of  Rack 

ch,  and  then  retired  to  our  Devotions. 
Having  employ'*]  about  2  hours  in  Retirement,  I  Sally'd  out  at  the 
5rst  Summons  to  Breakfast,  where  our  conversation  with  the  Ladys,  like 
Whip  Sillabub,  was  very  pretty,  but  had  nothing  in  it.     This  it  seems  was 
Miss  Theky's  Birth  day,  ui>on  which  1  made  her  my  Compliments,  & 

'  wish't  she  might  live  twice  as  long  a  marry'd  Woman  as  she  had  liv'd 
a  Maid.  I  did  not  presume  to  pry  into  the  Secret  of  her  Age,  nor  was 
she  forward  to  disclose  it,  for  this  humble  Reason,  lest  I  shou'd  think 
her  Wisdom  fell  short  of  her  Years.  ,  .  .  We  had  a  Michaelmas  Goose 
for  Dinner,  of  Miss  Theky's  own  raising,  who  was  now  goodnatur'd 
enough  to  forget  the  Jeopardy  of  her  Dog.  In  the  afternoon  we  walkt 
in  a  Meadow  by  the  River  side,  which  winds  in  the  form  of  a  Horiieshoe 
about  Germanna,  making  it  a  Peninsula,  containing  about  400  Acres. 
Rappahanock  forks  about  14  Miles  below  this  place,  the  Northern 
Branch  being  the  larger,  and  consequently  must  be  the  River  that 
boundsi  My  Lord  Fairfax's  Grant  of  the  Northern  Neck. 

The  Sun  rose  clear  this  Morning,  and  so  did  I,  and  finisht  all  my 
little  Affairs  by  Breakfast.  It  was  then  resolv'd  to  wait  on  the  Ladys  on 
Horseback,  since  the  bright  Sun,  the  fine  Air,  and  the  wholesome  Exer- 
cise, all  invited  us  to  it.  We  forded  the  River  a  little  above  the  Ferry, 
and  rode  6  Miles  up  the  Neck  to  a  fine  Level  ijiece  of  Rich  Land,  where 
we  found  about  20  Plants  of  Ginseng,  with  the  Scarlet  Berrys  growing  on 
the  top  of  the  Miildle  Stalk.  The  Root  of  this  is  of  wonderful  Vertue  in 
many  Cases,  particularly  to  raise  the  Spirits  ami  promote  Perspiration, 
which  makes  it  a  Specifick  in  Colds  and  Coughs.  The  Colo,  comple- 
mented me  with  all  we  found,  in  return  for  my  telling  him  the  Vertues 
of  it.  We  were  all  pleas'd  to  find  so  much  of  this  King  of  Plants  so 
near  the  Colonel's  habitation,  and  growing  too  upon  his  own  Land  ;  but 
were,  however,  surprized  to  find  it  upon  level  Ground,  after  we  hail  been 
told  it  grew  only  upon  the  North  Side  of  Stony  Mountains.  I  carry 'd 
home  this  Treasure,  with  as  much  Joy,  as  if  every  Root  had  been  a 
Graft  of  the  Tree  of  Life,  and  washt  and  dry'd  it  carefully.  This  Airing 
made  us  as  Hungry  as  so  many  Hawks,  so  that  between  Appetite  and  a 
very  good  Dinner,  twas  difficult  to  eat  like  a  Philosopher.  In  the  After- 
noon the  ladys  walkt  me  about  amongst  all  their  little  Animals,  with 
which  they  amuse  themselves,  and  furnish  the  Table  ;  the  worst  of  it  is, 
they  are  so  tender-hearted,  they  Shed  a  Silent  Tear  every  time  any 
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of  them  are  kill'd.  Al  Night  the  Colo,  and  I  quitted  the  threadbare 
Subject  of  Iron,  and  changcil  the  Scene  to  Politicks.  He  told  me  the 
Ministry  had  receded  from  iheir  demand  upon  New  England,  to  raise  a 
standing  Salary  for  all  succeeding  Governors,  for  fear  some  curious  Mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Commons  shou'd  enquire  How  the  Money  was 
disposed  of,  that  had  been  rais'd  in  the  other  American  Colonys  for  the 
Support  of  their  Governors.  .  .  , 

William  Byrd,  .'1  Progress  to  the  Mines^  in  the  Year  173^,  in  his  History  of 
the  Dividing  Line,  between  I  'irginia  and  North  Carolina^  etc.  (edited  by 
Thomas  H.  Wynne,  Richmond,  1866),  tl,  ^<)-6j passim. 


83.    A  Modern  Woman  (i  741-174 1/2) 

BY    ELIZA    LUCAS 
Bibliography  as  in  No.  35  above, 

Wappo  —  June  4  [1741].  .  .  . 

AFTER  a  pleasant  passage  of  about  an  hour  we  arrived  safe  at  home 
as  I  hope  you  and  M"  Pinckney  did  at  Belmont,  but  this  place 
appeared  much  less  agreeable  than  when  I  left  it,  ha\'ing  lost  the  agree- 
able company  &  conversation  of  our  friends  —  I  am  engaged  now  with 
the  rudiments  of  the  I^w  to  w*^?"  I  am  but  a  Stranger  and  what  adds  to 
my  mortification  is  that  Doct*  Wood  wants  the  Politeness  of  your  Uncle 
who  with  a  graceful  ease  iS;  good  nature  peculiar  to  himself  is  always 
ready  to  instnict  the  ignorant  —  btit  this  rustic  seems  by  no  means  to 
court  my  acquainUince  for  he  often  treats  me  with  such  cramp  phrases 
I  am  unable  to  understand  him  nor  is  he  civil  enough  to  explain  them 
when  I  desire  it.  however  I  hope  in  a  short  time  we  shall  be  better 
friends  nor  shall  I  grudge  a  little  pains  and  uppliration  that  will  make 
roe  useful  to  my  poor  neighbours.  We  have  some  in  this  Neighbourhood 
who  have  a  little  I^md  and  a  few  slaves  .md  Cattle  to  give  their  children, 
that  never  think  of  making  a  Will  till  they  come  upon  a  sick  bed  and 
find  it  too  expensive  to  send  to  town  for  a  Ijiwyer.  If  you  will  not  laugh 
too  immoderately  at  me  I'll  trust  you  with  a  secretl.  I  have  made  two 
Wills  already.  I  know  I  have  done  no  harm  fi>r  I  conn'd  my  lesson 
very  perfect,  and  know  how  to  con\fy  by  Will  Estates  real  and  per- 
sonal and  never  forget  in  it**  proj*er  place  hint  ami  his  heirs  for  Ever, 
nor  that  tis  to  be  sign*d  by  3  Witnessct  in  presence  of  one  another. 
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bat  the  most  comfortable  remembrance  of  al!  is  that  Doct'  Wood  says 
the  Law  makes  great  allowance  for  last  Wills  and  Testaments  presuming 
the  Testator  could  not  have  Council  learned  in  the  Law.  but  after  all 
what  can  I  do  if  a  poor  creature  lies  a  dying  and  the  family  takes  it 
into  their  head  that  I  can  serve  them,  I  cannt  refuse  but  when  they  are 
well  and  able  to  imploy  a  I^wj'er  I  always  shall.  A  Widdow  here  abouts 
with  a  pretty  little  fortune  teazed  me  intolerably  to  draw  her  a  marriage 
settlement  but  it  was  out  of  ray  depth  and  I  absolutely  refused  it — so 
she  got  an  able  hand  to  do  it  —  indeed  she  could  afforil  it  —  but  I  could 
not  get  off  from  being  one  of  the  Trustees  to  her  settlement  and  an  old 
Gent™  the  other  I  shall  begin  to  think  myself  an  old  woman  before  I 
am  a  young  one  having  such  weighty  affiiirs  upon  my  hands  .  .  . 

Sept'  20.  1741.  Wrote  to  my  father  on  plantation  busmess  and  Con- 
cerning a  planter's  importing  negroes  for  his  own  use.  Col"  Pinckney 
thinks  not  —  but  thinks  twas  proposed  in  the  assembly  and  rejected  — 
promised  to  look  over  the  act  and  let  me  know,  also  informed  my 
father  of  the  alteration  tis  Soposed  there  will  be  in  the  value  of  our 
money  occalioned  by  a  iate  Act  of  Parliament  that  Extends  to  all  America 
w^''  is  to  disolve  all  private  banks  I  think  by  the  30'.^  of  last  Month  or 
be  liable  to  lose  their  Estates  and  put  themselves  out  of  the  King's  pro- 
tection,    informed  him  of  the  Tyranical  Gov'*  at  Georgia. 

Oct  29.  1 74 1  VV-rote  to  my  father  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  a 
p*  of  rich  yellow  Lutstring  consisting  of  19  yards  for  myself  d"  of  blue 
for  my  Mama,  also  for  a  p'  of  Holland  and  Cambrick  received  from 
London  at  the  same  time.  Tell  him  we  have  had  a  moderate  and 
healthy  summer  and  preparing  for  the  King's  birth  day  next  day.  Tell 
him  shall  send  the  rice  by  BuUard. 

N(nf.  II.  1 741.  Wrote  to  MI".  Murray  to  send  down  a  boat  load  of 
white  oak  staves,  bacon  and  salted  beef  for  the  West  Indies,  sent  up  at 
the  same  time  a  bar!  salt  \  w*  salt  peter,  some  brown  sugar  for  the 
bacon.  Vinegar  and  a  couple  bottles  Wine  for  M"  Murray  and  desire 
he  will  send  down  all  the  butter  and  hogs  lard. 

JanF  1  741-2  Wrote  my  father  about  the  Exchange  with  Col"  Heron, 
the  purchasing  his  house  al  Georgia.  .  .  .  Returned  my  father  thanks 
for  a  present  I  received  from  him  by  Cap'  Sutherland  of  twenty  pistols, 
and  for  the  sweetmeats  by  Cap*  Gregory.  Shall  send  the  preserved  fruit 
as  they  come  in  season  Begged  the  favour  of  him  to  send  to  England 
for  D'  Popashes  Cantatas.  Wildens  Anthems.  Knellers  Rules  for  tuning. 
about  the  Jcnisalem  Thorn,    shall  try  different  soils  for  the  Lucern  grass 
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this  year.  The  ginger  turns  out  but  poorly.  We  want  a  supply  of 
Indigo  Seed.  Sent  by  this  Vessel  a  waiter  of  my  own  Japaning  my 
first  Essay.  Sent  also  the  Rice  and  beef.  Sent  CJov'  Thomas  of  Phila- 
delphia' Daughter  a  tea  chest  of  my  own  doing  also  Congratulate  my 
father  on  my  brother's  recover)'  from  the  small  pox  and  having  a 
Commission  .  .  . 

[Feb.  6]  I  received  yesterday  the  favour  of  your  advice  as  a 
phicisian  and  want  no  arguments  lo  convince  me  I  should  be  much 
better  for  both  my  good  friends  Company,  a  much  ]>reaianter  Prescrip- 
tion than  Doct'  Meads  w''^  I  have  just  received.  To  foilow  ray  inclina- 
tion at  this  time  I  must  endeavour  to  forget  that  I  h.ive  a  Sister  to 
instruct  and  a  parcel  of  little  Negroes  whom  1  have  nmlertaken  to  leach 
to  read  ...  1  am  a  very  Dunce,  for  I  have  not  actiuird  y'  writing  short 
hand  yet  with  any  degree  of  Swiftness  but  I  am  not  always  so  for  I 
give  a  very  good  proof  of  the  brightness  of  my  Genius  when  1  can  dis- 
tinguish well  enough  to  Subscribe  my  Self  with  great  Esteem 

Sir 

y'  most  obed'  humble  Serv' 

EuzA  Lucas. 

Eliza  Ijxcsi^./oiirtial  and  Letters  (edited  by  Mrs.  H.  P.  Hoi b rook,  Wormsloe, 
1850),  v^-id passim. 


84.    Roisterers  in  Boston  (1750) 

BY    CAPTAIN    FRANCIS    GOELET 

For  Godet,  see  No.  23  ahovc.  —  For  life  in  Boston,  see  also  Contemporariet,  I, 
ch.  xxi. 

SEPTEMB'  30"*.  Being  much  Fatigued  had  no  Inclination  to  Church. 
Slayd  at  Home  Overhaw*  my  Papers  &c.  Dvn'd  at  Home  with 
Several  Gent"  and  Indies,  viz*.  Mr.  Hedges,  Cap'.  Stewart,  and  Cap'. 
Cioelet,  Mis'  Hetsey  and  Mis'  Jenny  Wendell  Miss  Quincey,  M'.  Wen- 
dell and  Famely,  where  made  my  home.  After  Dinner  took  a  Walk 
withe  Gent"  to  M".  Grace's,  Cap*.  Steward*  Lodgeing  where  Spent  the 
Evening. 

Octob'  I**.  After  Breakfast  went  to  Sec  about  the  Protest,  had 
Ordered  Saturday  Night  which  was  done.  I  then  Gave  the  Cap*. 
Proper  Orders  what  to  do  with  the  Ship,  haveing  First  advised  with 
Cap*.  Wendell,  who  Provided  a  Store  hous  &c.  to  Store  Our  Cargoe  in, 
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Grand  Master,  Presided «in  the  Chair,  went  from  thence  at  9  lo  Sup 
with  M'.  Chue,  who  had  a  Company  Gent"  to  Spend  the  Evening  with 
hira,  we  had  a  Very  Grand  Supper,  where  Very  merry  and  Broke  up 
about  3  in  the  Morning. 

October  6'".  Went  to  the  Ship,  and  from  thence  to  M'.  Weather- 
heads,  and  to  Change,  had  an  Invitation  to  dine  with  Some  Gentlemen 
at  M'.  Richardson's  in  Cambridge,  we  where  ab'  15  or  16  of  us  in  Com- 
pany, all  Rhode  out,  in  Chairs.  Drank  Flenlifiilly  Toasted  the  Ladies 
Singing  &c.  ab*  Dusk  the  Evening  returned  to  Boston,  and  Spent  the 
Evening  at  Cap'  McGlaughlin's  with  some  Ladies  at  Cards. 

October  7*''.  Young  M'.  Th"  Leechmore  waited  of  me,  and  Invited 
me  lo  dine  with  him  at  his  Father's  M'.  Leachmore  Surveyor  General 
of  America,  which  I  promised  to  do.  Agreeable  thereto  M'.  Abraham 
Wendell  who  being  also  Invited  We  Went  to  Geather,  where  very  Kindly 
Receiveil,  and  Introduced  into  the  Company,  where  where  Several 
lollies  viz'.  Mis'  Leachmores,  the  three  Miss  Phips,  Mis  Lucie,  Pegg-^ 
and  Beckie,  Mis'  Brownes  &c.  &c,  &c.  after  dinner  were  Very  Merry, 
Fast  the  Evening  with  some  Friends  at  Cap'.  Stewarts  Lodgeing. 

October  8'*'.  In  the  morning  went  to  the  Ship  to  see  how  the  work- 
men went  on  and  what  was  wanting,  went  to  the  Several  Tradesmen  &c. 
at  1 1  went  to  Weatherheads,  from  thence  lo  Change,  Dynd  with  Some 
Friends  at  Cap**  Ixulgeing,  from  thence  went  to  Cap'.  Wendells,  where 
they  hatl  not  done  Dinner  Sat  down  with  them  to  a  Desart  Sund''.  Fmit 
&c.  and  Drank  Glass  wine  and  Spent  the  Evening  with  ab'  20  Worthy 
Gent"  at  Weather  Heads  have"  Contracted  a  Large  Acquaintance,  was 
not  at  a  l^ss  for  Comp^  as  long  as  there,  which  made  my  Detaim'  there 
Very  agreeable. 

October  q'**.  Went  to  the  Ship  and  haveing  Orderd  the  Needfull, 
from  thence  to  Wcatherhead  and  to  Change,  from  thence  home«  where 
found  Mes"  John  and  Abra""  Wendell  Waiting  for  me  to  Go  and  Dine 
with  M'.  Edmund  Quincey,  which  we  did  where  Dj-nd  also  Miss  Tenny 
Wendell,  and  Miss  Betsey  DeBuke,  with  the  Family,  M".  Quinceys  and 
her  two  Daughters,  after  Dmner  Playd  Several  Tunes  upon  the  Harpsi- 
chord, and  Miss  Quinceys  did  the  Like,  M'.  Chief  Deputy  Collector, 
Invited  rae  to  go  to  the  Consort  of  which  he  was  a  Member,  I  went 
accordingly,  the  Performence  was  as  well  as  Could  be  Expected,  it  Con- 
sisted of  One  Indifrent,  Small  Oargon,  One  Base  Violin,  One  German 
Flute,  and  Four  small  Violins,  Spent  remain'  the  Even*  with  Cap*.  Max- 
will. 
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October  Io'^  After  Breakfast  went  M'.  Abraham  Wendell  to  South 
End,  to  Markett,  Boag'  Several  Nessasaries  for  the  Ship,  from  thence  to 
Weatherheads  and  to  Change,  went  with  M'.  Wendell  Agreeable  to  Invi- 
tation to  Dine  with  M^  Bayard,  where  Dynd  also  M'.  Bohen,  A  Gen- 
tlera"  that  Courted  his  Daughter  then,  and  was  married  the  Proceeding 
Night,  after  Dinner  M',  Bayard  and  Nr.  Soloman  Davis,  Accompanied 
us  to  the  Commons,  to  See  the  Militia  Drawn  uj>,  from  thence  went  to 
M'.  Stones,  where  the  Lodge  was  held  and  Parson  Brockvvell  Presided  in 
the  Chair,  and  \P.  William  Coffin  Merch'  in  Boston  his  Deputy,  from 
thence  to  Cap'.  Wendells  where  was  a  Large  Comp*  Gent"  r>rinking 
Toast  and  Singing  Songs,  the  Comp''  Broke  up  ab'  3  in  the  Morning.  ,  ,  . 

October  13"*.  Haveing  Breakfast**,  we  Prepaird  for  a  Rhide,  the 
Chairs  where  Got  Ready,  M'.  Ab"  Wendell  went  on  Horse  back  and 
Miss  Bety  Debuke  and  M'.  M'Glaughlin  and  Sjxjuse  and  Self  went  in 
Chairs,  wee  Passd  trough  Milton  which  is  a  Prety  Pleasent  Country 
Town,  and  arived  at  Scrolen  another  Pleasant  Country  Town  whirre 
have  a  Prety  Prospect,  Dynd  at  M*,  Glovers  a  Publicans,  its  about  10 
Miles  from  Boston,  from  thence,  at  the  Request  of  M'.  Edmund  Quin- 
cey,  halted  at  his  Country  Seat  at  Milton  ;  The  Country  House  is  a  Neat 
Brick  Buililing,  and  Finely  Accomodated  for  Comp'  with  a  Fine  Hall 
and  Large  Rooms,  about  Ten  Yards  from  the  House  is  a  Beautiftill, 
Cannal,  which  is  Supply'd  by  a  Brook,  which  is  well  Stockt  with  Fine 
Silver  Eels,  we  Caught  a  fine  Parcel!  and  Carried  them  Home  and  had 
them  drest  for  Supper,  the  House  has  a  Bcautyfull  Pleasure  (iarden 
Adjoyning  it,  and  On  the  Back  Part  the  Building  is  a  Beauty  full  Orchard 
with  fine  fruit  Trees,  &:c.  Returnd  Home  in  the  Evening  &c. 

October  14'^.  Being  Sunday  Drest!  my  Self  and  went  w"'  M'- 
Abrah*"  Wendell  To  Parson  Coopers  Meeting,  but  he  being  at  Rhode 
Island,  Parson  Abot  Officiated  for  him,  his  Text  on  the  Psalms  (O  y*  of 
Little  Faith),  a  very  Good  Discourse,  Dynd  at  Cap'.  Wendells  and  in 
the.  Afternoon,  went  to  Trinity  Church,  and  was  Introciuced  by  M'. 
Coffin  into  his  Piew,  the  Parson  NP.  Hooper  Gave  ns  an  Excellent  Dis* 
course,  on  the  follow'  text  (the  Fear  of  the  Lord  is  the  Beginning  of 
Wisdom).  This  Build  is  very  Plain  without,  with  Large  Sash  Win- 
dows, But  within  Verry  Neat  and  Comodius,  the  Architect  Modren,  with 
a  Very  Neat  Little  Oargan  Pretily  Embelished,  this  Church  hav*  no 
Steeple  Looks  more  Like  a  Presy>etarian  Meeting  House. 

Extracts  from  Capt.  Francis  GoeUt\  Journal,  in  Nrw-England  Historical 
and  Genealogical  Register  (Boston,  1870},  .XXIV,  53-55 /ajjiw. 
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CHAPTER   XIII —  COMMERCE   AND 
CURRENCY 

85.    Official  Protection  of  Pirates  (1698) 

BY  GOVERNOR  THE  EARL  OF  BELLQMONT 

Bellumont  was  governor  of  New  Vork  and  Massachusetts,  and  set  himself  to  root 
out  the  profession  of  piracy. —  liibhography :  Palfrey,  Nrw  England,  IV,  167-19^5; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  105. 

I  HAVE  wrote  largely  of  the  General  State  of  this  Govern'  in  letters 
of  this  date,  this  is  particularly  to  informe  your  Lorrl^  in  relation 
to  Pirates  and  the  procetrding  of  the  late  Gov'  Fletcher  to  encourage 
and  protect  ihem,  which  I  have  [been]  industrious  to  discover  in 
obedience  lo  repeated  orders  and  instruct"*  which  I  have  received  from 
His  Maj'\  most  strict  in  the  matter,  and  i  find  that  those  Pyrates  that 
have  givru  the  greatest  disturbance  in  the  East  Indies  and  Red  Sea, 
have  been  cither  filteil  fmni  New-York  or  Rhode  Island,  and  mann'd 
from  New-York.  The  ships  commanded  Uy  Mason,  Tew,  Glover  and 
Horc,  had  ihcir  commissions  from  Ihe  Gov'  of  New  York.  The  three 
hwt  from  Fletcher,  and  aUhough  these  Commissions  (which  are  on 
rcconl  lu're)  a[))>car  lo  be  given  only  against  the  Kings  enemies  j  yet 
it  w:iH  known  lo  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  City  that  they  were  bound 
to  ihr  ln<lies  and  the  Red  sea,  it  being  openly  declared  by  the  said 
Commanders,  whereby  they  raised  men  and  were  quickly  able  to  pro- 
ceed, and  so  notoriously  publick  that  it  was  generally  believed  that  they 
had  asHurance  from  Coll :  Fletcher,  that  they  may  retume  with  the 
spoylc  to  New  York  and  be  protected,  as  it  will  now  plainly  appear, 
by  the  prutcc  tiuiis  he  did  give  to  them,  at  their  return,  and  the  rewards-* 
they  gave  him  for  them.  It  is  likewise  evident  that  Tew,  Glover  and 
llore,  had  commissions  granted  them  by  Coll :  Fletcher  when  none  of 
them  had  any  ship  or  vessell  in  Colonel  Fletcher's  Govern',  yet  they 
had  Commissions  and  were  permitted  to  raise  men  in  New-Yorke,  and 
the  design  publique  of  their  being  bound  to  the  red  sea.  And  Capt"  Tew 
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that  had  been  before  a  most  notorious  Pirate  (complained  of  by  the 
East  India  Company)  on  his  returne  from  ihe  Indies  with  great  riches 
made  a  visit  to  New  York,  where  (although  a  man  of  most  mean  and 
infamous  character)  he  was  received  and  caressed  by  Coll :  Fletcher, 
dined  and  supped  often  with  him,  and  appeared  publickly  in  his  coach 
with  him,  and  they  exchanged  presents,  as  gold  watches  ettc.  with  one 
another,  all  this  is  known  to  most  of  the  City,  and  on  this  Coll :  Fletcher 
gave  him  his  Commission,  Mason's  ship  returned  under  the  command 
of  one  Coals,  about  the  year  1693,  and  the  crew  having  shared  the 
booty  came  into  tliis  Govern*,  and  received  incouragement,  and  had 
protections  given  them  by  Coll :  Fletcher  as  will  appear  by  the  deposi- 
tion N"  I.  of  one  Burgesse  one  of  the  Pyrats,  and  by  N"  2.  the  depo- 
sition of  Edward  Taylor  another  of  the  Pyrates,  Your  Lordships  will 
plainly  see  the  bargain  that  was  made  by  him  (in  behalf  of  the  ship's 
crew)  with  Coll :  Fletcher  and  M'  W"  Nicoll  one  of  His  Ma'^'  Councill 
and  the  rewards  they  were  to  have,  and  did  receive  from  the  said 
Taylor  and  company.  I  have  indeed  promised  on  my  honour  to  inter- 
cede with  His  Ma*^  by  your  Lord^*  for  the  said  Burgesse  and  Taylors 
pardons ;  otherwise,  I  should  not  have  been  able  to  have  had  their 
evidence  and  made  this  discovery,  and  therefore  I  must  pray  your 
LordP*  favor  therein,  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  my  promise  to 
them,  which  hath  occasioned  their  criminating  themselves,  and  I  beUeve 
it  much  less  criminal  in  men  of  their  loose  principles  to  act  such  tilings, 
then  in  a  Govern'  to  give  them  such  encouragement  &  impunity.  And 
Coll ;  Fletcher  received  ft:»r  his  favour  to  that  ship's  crew,  their  ship 
which  he  sold  to  Coll :  Heathcote  for  eight  hundred  pounds,  besides 
what  private  presents  report  saith  were  made  to  his  Lady  and  daughter ; 
and  besides  his  reward  for  particular  protections  which,  I  find  were 
commonly  rated  at  one  hundred  dollars  p^  man,  and  besides  gratifica- 
tions to  his  breaker  NP  Nicoll  of  His  Maj"**  Councill  and  other  small 
rewards  to  his  Cierk  Daniell  Honan,  as  doth  appear  by  the  said  deposi- 
tions. I  have  likewise  discovered  that  protections  were  publickly 
exposed  to  sale  at  the  said  rates,  to  Pyrats  that  were  of  other  companies 
and  I  have  already  gain 'd  some  originals  of  which  I  have  sent  the  copies 
inclosed  N**  3.  by  which  your  Lord""  may  see  Coll :  Fletchers  art  to  gel 
money,  and  how  far  he  was  from  suspecting  or  prosecuting  these  Pyrats, 
when  their  guilt  made  them  seek  and  buy  the  protection,  that  the  lawes 
give  all  honest  men,  and  which  such  had  a  right  and  clairae  to  without 
purchasing  Coll :  Fletchers  hand  and  seal  for  a  further  assurance,  but 
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this  I  subraitt  to  your  Lordships  consideration.  It  is  indeed  suggested 
that  Coll :  Fletcher  took  bonds  from  these  protected  Pyrates  that  they 
should  not  depart  the  province  without  Lycence^  but  I  ano  informed, 
several  had  lycence  but  whether  they  were  only  colourable  securities 
from  men  of  invisible  Substances,  or  what  the  certain  condition  of  them 
was,  I  cannot  learne,  for  that  the  said  bonds  are  not  deposited  any 
where  on  behalf  uf  His  Maj''  nor  can  I  find  that  any  of  the  Pyrats  or 
their  bonds  were  ever  prosecuted.  Instead  thereof,  I  find  that  the  last 
mentioned  protections  were  purchased  and  no  bonds  given  for  them. 
I  also  find  one  Coll :  Bayard  of  His  Maj**''  Councill  was  broker  for  Coll : 
Fletcher  in  the  procuring  them,  and  your  Lord^  will  perceive  what 
reward  Coll :  Fletcher  and  what  Coll ;  Bayard  had  for  their  favour  to 
these  Pyrats,  and  the  manner  of  their  battering  by  the  inclosed  deposi- 
tions N'  4  &  N"  5.  .  .  . 

I  had  like^^^se  certain  information  since  my  arrival  here,  that  five 
sayle  that  were  seen  and  supposed  to  be  Pyrates,  were  hovering  on  this 
I  Coast,  and  one  of  them  landed  some  men  on  the  Jerseys  (as  the  Gov' 
of  the  Jerseys  acquainted  me)  and  Enquiry,  who  was  in  the  Govern',  of 
which,  when  they  were  informed,  they  went  on  board  and  departed, 
not  daring  to  come  under  my  Govern'  with  the  same  assurances  of 
safety  they  had  before  experienced,  so  that  the  alteration  of  the  Govern* 
is  comonly  reputed  here  to  be  a  great  loss  to  Coll :  Fletcher  on  this 
account.  On  these  proofs,  I  summoned  His  Maj'''"*  Council  on  the  8"* 
day  of  May  and  communicated  my  instructions  about  Pyrats,  and  the 
aforesaid  evidence  in  relation  to  Coll :  Fletcher  and  M^  W"  Nicoll ; 
and  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Councill  then  present  did  expresse  their 
abhorrence  of  these  practices  and  were  of  opinion  with  me  that  the 
whole  evidence  should  have  the  seal  of  the  province  affixed,  and  be 
transmitted  home  to  His  Majesty,  with  Coll :  Fletcher  a  prisoner.  .  .  . 

P.  S.  —  Since  my  closing  the  foregoing  I  believed  I  had  an  oppor- 
tunity to  surprise  and  take  a  considerable  number  of  Pyrates  expected 
on  board  His  Maj''*  ship  Richmond  and  gave  instructions  and  took 
the  best  measures  I  could  in  order  thereto,  as  your  Lord**  will  find  by 
the  inclosed  copy  of  my  letter  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  with  the 
copies  of  the  papers  refered  to  therein,  which  although  it  had  not  the 
success  I  expected,  yet  was  all  that  could  be  done  therein,  and  which 
I  hope  will  meet  with  your  Lord*"  approbation.  I  have  just  now  found 
the  records  of  the  Commis!>ions  to  the  Pvrats  and  made  discovery  of 
the  bonds  the  Pyrates  entered  into  to  CoU :  Fletcher  when  he  granted 
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them  Coraraissions,  and  ihey  appear  so  fraudulent  that  it  is  a  manifesta- 
tion that  he  was  made  acquainted  with  their  design  of  Pyracy.  .  .  . 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Doatmetiis  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  thi 
State  of  New-York  (Albany,  1854),  IV,  y^-yxxy  passim. 


86.    A  Flea  for  Protective  Duties  (1704) 

ANONYMOUS 

Such  appeals  as  this  below  were  frequent  in  colonial  times.  —  Bibliograpfcy : 
Wcedcn,  Economic  and  Social  History  of  New  England;  Channing  and  Hart, 
Guide,  §  J  3  J. 

CONSIDERATIONS  HUMBLY   OFFERED,  WHY  NAVAL 
STORES  CANNOT  BE  BROUGHr  IN  (JREAT  QUAN- 
TITY'S  FROM    HER   MAJESTY'S   PLANTA- 
TIONS, UNLESS  ASSISTANCE  BE  GIVEN 
BY  THE   GOVERNMENT. 
[19  May  1704.] 
I**  Planters,  proprietors,  or  Trading  people  will  not  make  it  their 
business  to  provide  such  Goods,  nor  bring  them  in  the  usual  way  of 
Trade  unless  they  have  a  prospect,  they  shall  have  sales  for  them  at 
such  rates,  as  may  afford  them  profit,  their  cost  &  Charges  considered  ; 
if  there  be  no  such  prospect  then  they  will  bring  ihem  only  when  they 
can  be  secure  of  Gaine   by  some  particular  contract  with  the  Navy 
officers  or  other  persons. 

2"*  This  is  verified  by  what  has  past  in  relation  to  Naval  Stores  from 
the  plantations,  Several  have  olTer'd  to  bring  them  upon  a  Contract 
made,  or  Charter  granted  or  other  advantages,  but  few  or  none  have 
been  brought  as  other  Comodities  to  be  sold  at  a  Comon  Market t  Tho 
it  was  foreseen  above  50  Yeares  Since  ;  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
depend  entirely  upon  the  Northern  Crownes,  for  Naval  Stores,  and  was 
then  taken  into  Consideration  Now  to  be  supplied  from  the  Plantations, 
yet  few  have  been  brought,  tho  in  those  parts  there  is  great  plenty  of 
Timber  for  building  of  Ships,  and  also  to  produce  Pitch,  Tarr  &  Rozin, 
and  a  Soil  capable  to  afford  hempe. 

3''  Upon  which  it  may  be  concluded  that  no  Methods  can  be  effect- 
ually for  the  bringing  in,  of  great  quantity's,  but  such  as  may  give 
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encouragement,  to  the  Trading  people,  to  bring  them  upon  the  same 
foundation,  as  they  bring  other  Commodities  from  other  parts  viz* 

Hopes  of  making  ptoffit^  by  trading  *5f^  dealing  in  them  which  cannot 
be,  unless  these  Comodities  be  eased  of  the  great  burthen,  which  lyes 
on  them,  by  the  great  wages  paid  to  labouring  men  on  the  Plantations, 
and  the  high  freights  given  to  Ship  Masters,  for  Goods  brought  from 
those  parts,  which  being  farr  above  the  rates  which  are  paid  for  the 
same  Sorts  of  Goods  if  they  come  from  Norway  or  the  Baltick,  deprives 
the  traders  of  making  proftit  by  these  Goods  from  the  Plantations,  and 
gives  a  priority  to  those  from  the  North. 

4'^  The  Northern  Crownes  are  our  Competitors  in  this  Case,  the 
advantages  they  have  cannot  be  overcome,  by  a  Charter,  in  which  most 
of  the  proposalls  that  have  been  made  do  center,  Corporations  must 
have  Governours,  Directors,  book  keepers  &  Agents,  the  Charges  will 
amount  to  at  least  ten  ^  Cent,  which  must  be  added  to  the  Cost,  and 
other  necessary  Charges,  and  give  a  Further  advantage  to  our  Competi- 
tors, by  which  they  wilt  be  enabled  to  undersell  our  Traders  in  these 
Commodities,  and  yet  Subsist  &  make  profit,  because  they  will  be  eased 
in  these  Several  Charges  &  outgoings :  Charters  cannot  remove,  nor 
decrease  the  Cloggs  that  lye  on  this  Trade,  but  rather  increase  them 
unless  the  Swedes  &  Danes  and  all  others  could  be  excluded  from  bring- 
ing those  Goods  into  England. 

Therefore 

Unless  these  Comodities  from  the  North  can  be  Charged  with  a  great 
Custome,  and  those  from  the  Plantations  be  eased  from  all  Custome : 
or  her  Majesty  be  graciously  pleased  to  cause  these  goods  to  be  brought 
freight  free  to  the  Planters  or  owners,  or  to  give  to  them  some  recom- 
pense at  a  Certain  rate  ^  Tunn  for  what  they  may  bring,  as  may  equallize 
the  Charge  of  freight. 

The  Naval  Stores  from  the  North  will  always  hinder  their  being 
brought  from  the  Plantations,  as  Comodities  in  the  way  of  Trade,  which 
only  can  cause  a  large  importation  of  them  for  the  use  of  our  Naviga- 
tion in  General,  hinder  the  Exportation  of  our  Coyne  to  the  North  and 
prevent  the  inconveniencies  that  may  happen,  by  our  dependance  upon 
these  Crownes. 


William   L.   Saunders,  editor, 
(Raleigh,  1886),  I,  598-599. 
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87.    A  Case  of  Smuggling  (1739^ 

BY   COLLECTOR   ARCHIBALD   KliNNtiin' 

Kennedy,  who  appears  to  have  forwarded  thu  account,  was  cvtUector  of  the  ^ort 
a::  New  York,  receiver  of  quit-rents,  and  member  ol  the  I'ouitcii.  Ue  warticd  into 
the  Schuyler  family  and  removed  to  England.  —  Uiblii)|iiAi>hy  :  i'hauuiu^  and  Ifart, 
Guide,  §  105.  —  For  the  political  question  of  smuggling  under  the  Navigation  Acts. 
•ee  below,  Nos.  131,  146. 

ARCHIBALD  Kennedy  Esq  :  qui  tain  &i' 
against 
The  Sloop  Mary  &  Margaret  Thomas 
Fowles  Reclaiment 


In    the   C'uurl    of   Ad- 
miralty New  York 
The  C  ase 


The  latter  end  of  August  1739,  some  caskes  of  foreign  (xunpowdcr 
and  Molasses  being  found  on  board  a  Pilott  boat  iht  bame  with  the 
PUott  boat  were  seized  and  information  being  given  that  the  bume  (iun- 
powder  and  Molasses  were  imported  in  tlie  Sloop  Mary  and  Margaret 
from  S'  Eustatia,  and  unladen  from  her  between  Sandy  Hook  and  ti»e 
Narrows  and  put  on  board  the  said  Pilot  boat  the  s>aid  Sloop  Mary  and 
Margaret  was  also  seized  (she  being  then  coiue  into  the  Harbour  of 
New  York)  and  a  lybell  filed  against  her  in  the  Court  of  Adujiraliy  ft^r 
importing  into  the  Colony  of  New  York  the  said  Gunpowder  ( Ijeing  of 
the  production  and  manufacture  of  Europe)  from  S'  Kublatia  the  same 
not  having  been  bona  fide  laden  in  Great  Britain  Ht"  -divi  for  unl<^a<lijjg 
the  said  goods  before  Report  or  Entry  &"  As  by  the  Libell  N"  1.  I'o 
this  Libell  Thomas  Fowles  appeared  and  claimed  th<'  Sloop  Maiy  and 
Margaret  as  Owner  thereof,  and  put  in  a  plea  to  tlie  liislru<:tion  of  the 
Court  of  Admiralty  containing  in  substance  tliai  the  whole  (Jolouy  of 
New  York  is  divided  into  twelve  counties,  an<i  tliat  there  is  uo  part 
of  the  said  Colony  but  i>  contaiiied  in  the  sai<i  Counties  or  one  of  tlieni 
and  that  the  Court  of  Admiralty  has  no  Jurisdiction  of  any  nutter  done 
within  any  of  tiie  said  Counties  but  ought  to  be  determined  by  the 
Common  Law  An<i  tiiai  tiie  said  Sloop  was  sei/ed  on  shore  within  tlj« 
City  and  County  of  St:w  York,  As  by  the  said  plea  N"  3.  whi<.li  ple.i 
being  overruled  a  pica  in  Barr  was  filed  a-verriu^  tliat  the  Gunpow<ler 
&*  was  not  imported  in  tne  said  Sioop  nor  unLadei)  fioin  the  said  Sloop 
at  any  place  wiiijm  the  Colony  of  New  York  and  p»ii  into  the  said  Pilot' 
Boat  as  by  the  sai'l  piea  N'  4.  lo  tin-  piea  the  Advocate  General 
Joizied  itisue,  and  wiiueases  were  examined  who  luUy  proved  the  uiatters 
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charged  in  the  Libell  as  by  the  depositions  from  N*  8  to  N*  17  appear. 
The  Witnesses  being  examined  and  publication  past  Fryday  the  26  of 
Oct'  was  appointed  for  the  hearing  of  the  Cause.  But  before  the  day 
of  hearing  the  said  Thomas  Fowles  (finding  the  facts  charged  in  the 
Libell  fully  proved)  applyed  to  the  Supreara  Court  for  a  prohibition 
sugge:iting  the  statutes  of  the  ij"*  and  is***  of  King  Richard  the  second, 
and  the  z"*  of  Henry  the  4"*  the  aforesaid  Libell  and  plea  to  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  and  that  the  said  Court  of  Admiralty 
refused  to  admit  the  said  plea  as  by  the  said  suggestions  contained  in 
the  prohibition  N"  19  appears,  upon  the  argument  of  this  matter  it  was 
insisted  upon  and  shown  by  the  Advocate  General  and  the  Council  for 
the  informant  that  the  whole  Province  of  New  York  was  not  contained 
within  the  12  counties,  for  that  the  greatest  part  of  Hudsons  River  and 
particularly  the  place  where  the  Gunpowder,  is  said  to  be  unladen  from 
the  said  Sloop  is  not  within  either  of  the  Counties  tho  within  the  prov- 
ince and  shewed  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  dividing  the  province  into 
Counties  &'  N*  20-  Whereby  it  appears  that  the  two  next  adjoining 
counties  to  the  place  where  the  said  Gunpowder  &:^  :  was  unladen  are 
bounded  by  the  Water  And  that  tho  the  said  Sloop  was  seized  on 
Shore  within  a  County  yet  it  was  for  matters  done  out  of  any  County 
and  within  the  Admiralty  Jurisdiction.  But  notwithstanding  these  and 
many  other  Arguments  used  and  Authorities  shewn  the  Judges  granted 
the  prohibition  N"  19. 

If  the  prohibition  in  this  Cause  was  well  issued  no  breach  of  the  15"* 
Car:  2"  Cap  7.  can  be  tryed  in  the  Admiralty  (but  must  be  tryed  at 
(!«nMnon  I«iw  by  a  Jury  who  perhaps  are  equally  concerned  in  carrj'ing 
on  an  ilticit  trute,  and  its  hardly  to  be  expected  that  they  will  find  each 
(ithtT  guilty)  ftiT  if  the  importation  into  the  province  makes  the  breach 
of  the  Act,  antl  no  part  of  the  province  but  is  within  one  of  the  Coun- 
ticH  And  wh.Kever  is  done  within  the  County  cannot  be  tryed  in  the 
Adniiialty,  but  must  be  tryed  by  the  common  Law,  consequently  no 
brt-a*  h  uf  that  Act  can  be  tryed  any  way  but  by  a  Jury. 


I 


E.   H.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  D(Kumenis  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  tke 
State  of  Xexv' York  (Albany,  1855),  VI,  154-155. 
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88.    A  Defence  of  Paper  Money  (1724) 

BV    GOVERNOR    WILLIAM    BURNET 

Burnet  was  governor  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  and  was  later  Iransferred  to 
Massachusetts,  This  is  a  fair  statement  of  the  attitude  of  the  colonists.  —  Bibliogra- 
phy :  Palfrey,  New  Engiattti,  \\\  497-526;  Henry  Phillips,  Paper  Currtmy  ;  A.  McF, 
Davis,  ProfviHcial  BatJu  ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §§  105,  106. 

I  AM  very  sensible  of  the  disadvantage  I  lye  under  in  writing  upon 
this  argument,  and  the  misfortune  it  is  to  any  cause  to  have  already 
appeared  in  an  odious  iight,  as  I  am  but  too  well  convinced  is  the  case 
of  paper  money  Acts  in  the  Plantations,  by  your  Lordships  last  words  in 
your  letter  of  the  1 7*^  of  June  —  T/ta/  Bills  for  encreadng  of  Paper  money 
will  meet  with  no  encouragement — I  hope  your  Lordships  will  not  think 
it  j>resumption  in  me  eveu  after  this  declaration  to  endeavor  to  give 
you  a  more  favorable  opinion  of  such  Acts  and  if  I  go  too  far  in  this,  it 
is  owing  to  the  encouragement  your  Lordships  have  given  me  by  receiv- 
ing what  I  have  olTered  on  all  occasions  in  so  kind  a  manner  and  admit- 
ting ihe  best  constnictions  that  ray  weak  Reasoning  will  bear 

I  have  already  in  my  letter  of  the  12"*  of  May  last  used  several 
Arguments  to  justify  the  Paper  Act  in  New  Jersey,  and  therein  I  ob- 
ser\'ed  how  well  the  Bills  of  New  York  keep  up  their  credit  and  the 
I  reasons  why  they  have  not  fall'n  in  value  as  those  of  Carolina  and  New 
England  and  that  under  a  good  regulation  these  Acts  are  both  of  Service 
to  the  Trade  of  the  Plantations  and  of  great  Britain,  for  which  that  I  may 
not  repeat  I  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  said  better  of  the  1 2^^  of  May  last 
and  desire  your  Lordships  would  again  take  into  your  consideration 
when  you  are  to  determine  your  opinion  on  this  present  Act.  — 

But  there  are  many  things  there  only  hinted  at  which  I  shall  now  lay 
before  your  Lordships  and  in  which  I  shall  cheifly  argue  from  what  is  to 
be  gathered  from  experience  in  Great  Britain  itself  from  observing  the 
nature  of  credit  and  the  events  it  has  under  gone,  and  in  this  I  hope  I 
may  be  the  more  patiently  heard  because  what  experience  I  have  was 
purchased  at  no  very  cheap  rale 

Credit  ought  to  be  supported  if  it  is  possible,  both  by  reason  and 
common  opinion.  Reason  tho  ever  so  strong  wiJl  not  always  do  alone 
in  the  Fieginning  if  common  opinion  is  against  it  but  it  will  carry  all 
before  it  at  the  long  run  :  Common  opinion  or  humor  will  generally  do 
for  a  time  without  reason  nay,  against  it  But  then  it  is  often  attended 
with  vast  mischeif  and  danger  —  Of  this  we  have  a  fatal  Instance  in  the 
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famous  south  Sea  Scheme,  which  being  left  to  common  opinion  without 
any  restraint  has  produced  the  most  terrible  effects  possible.  If  there 
had  been  a  possitive  Law,  making  all  Bargains  for  South  Sea  Stock  above 
some  fixed  Price  as  150.  void  and  making  it  a  legal  tender  at  100  all 
these  mischeifs  would  have  been  avoided  but  this  would  have  been 
called  tcm/>ulsivf  Paf*er  Credit^  yet  because  in  Reason  it  is  worth  so 
much  as  long  as  the  Nation  stands  and  because  the  Parliament  has 
always  kept  their  engagements  all  clamors  against  this  would  soon  have 
blown  over  and  no  enemies  would  have  been  found  to  it  but  Brokers 

To  make  this  appear  it  is  enough  to  prove,  that  at  the  bottom  all  the 
present  \-oluntary  credit  stands  upon  this  very  foundation  at  last  &:  no  other 

It  is  very  certain  that  there  is  no  proportion  between  the  Specie  &  the 
great  quantity  of  Bank  Bills  and  Bankers  Notes,  commonly  current  who 
lend  iheir  notes  on  the  several  Branches  of  Government  Securitys  and 
seldom  at  a  Rate  under /Vir  very  often  above /ar  When  the  Govemmenl 
IS  safe  this  would  do  when  there  is  any  danger,  Common  opinion  puUs 
down  her  own  work  &  Bankers  break  in  abundance,  and  the  Bank  itself 
is  put  to  £xiremit>'s.  An  Instance  of  this  I  remember  at  the  time  of  the 
Preston  ai&ur  —  The  Bank  would  have  broke  in  a  few  days,  if  the  victory 
there  had  not  happened  as  soon  as  it  did 

Ami  the  Reason  was  plainly  this  becanse  when  they  had  paid  away  all 
their  Specie  they  had  nothing  left  but  Exchequer  Notes,  and  snch  oCfaer 
Scctiritys  to  exchange  for  their  remaining  Bank  Notes  and  these  would 
have  be«n  at  such  a  diacoont  that  they  must  have  broke,  and  oooipoaiidcd 
for  such  FSaymeiiit  at  the  Best 

Tbitt  it  is  pkiD  dial  the  foundation  in  Reason  of  the  credit  of  the 
Rtnk  it  self,  not  to  speak  of  Pnvate  Goldsmiths  is  the  GcwenuaeBt 
Sectuity  remaining  at  /^  voA  yet  the  Pariiaigwsit  is  so  good  as  lo  pto- 
vide  an  interest  on  these  Exdneqner  Bils,  and  to  pay  the  Buik  so  1 
nore  per  cent  for  circnlatioo  whcieah  in  foct  vhea  foal  weather  < 
the  Bulk  is  a  Staff  of  Reed  and  mast  lean  on  the  GorvemncBt  to  prop 
Mtadf  np  and  so  incicase  the  kiad  iasiiead  of  casiiig  it 

Aad  this  hnnoiir  keeps  up  the  iiaagBMy  vahse,  when  there  is  no  veal 
accasMO  far  it ;  all  Govcnment  Seouities  heiag  at  the  sue  tine  com- 
asoaly  above  ^^  But  apon  any  il  News  the  like  HoaorbenbdovnaB 
vohttttary  credit,  m  the  same  manner  as  it  does  Exchequer  Bill  Ac  aad 
itaiy  carries  the  Genctal  Dnaciht  as  amch  farther  than  it  4 
awgranccq  cte<nt  Dejfongig  iCMonawr  Doiiant  tieipre  ana  a  oace  me  1 
had  brake*  then  ai  this  vooU  hate  appealed  10  a  < 
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From  all  which  I  beg  leave  to  cone  lade,  that  is  not  the  names  things 
get  for  the  present  but  the  real  nature  of  them,  that  will  be  found  to 
hold  against  all  events  &  that  in  the  instance  of  Paper  money  where  it  is 
regulated  by  just  Laws  and  where  the  Publick  have  not  acted  contrary 
to  them  their  credit  is  in  reason  Ijetter  established  than  the  credit  of  any 
private  Persons  or  Society  and  that  the  method  used  to  catch  the  com- 
mon opinion  of  mankind  by  offering  them  their  money  when  they  please 
is  nothing  but  a  fashionable  Bubble  which  People  are  every  day  sufferers 
by  when  a  Banker  breaks  &  that  even  the  best  founded  Societys  can  not 
maintain  their  Credit  when  there  is  the  Greatest  need  of  them.  But 
that  all  Credit  finally  centers  in  the  Security  of  y"'  Govemm^ 

I  take  the  liberty  further  to  observe  to  your  Ix>rdships  on  how  many 
occasions  the  Government  of  Great  Britain  has  found  it  impracticable  to 
raise  at!  the  money  wanted  within  the  year  from  whence  all  the  present 
debts  of  the  nation  have  arisen  :  The  same  necessity  lyes  often  upon  the 
Plantations  where  frequently  a  sum  of  ready  money  is  wanted,  which  it 
would  be  an  tntollerable  Tax  to  raise  at  once,  and  therefore  they  are 
forced  to  imitate  the  Parliament  at  home,  in  anticipating  ujwn  remote 
funds.     And  as  there  is  no  Fiank  nor  East  India  company  nor  even  pri- 

k  vale  subscribers  capable  of  lending  the  Province  the  money  they  want  at 
least  without  demanding  the  extravagant  Interest  of  S  P*^  Cent  which  is 
the  common  Interest  here,  but  would  ruin  the  publick  to  pay  since  this 
is  a  Case  there  is  no  possible  way  left  to  make  distant  funds  provide 
reatly  money,  when  it  is  necessarily  wanted,  but  making  paper  Bills  to 

I  be  sunk  by  such  fimds.  Without  this  Carolina  would  have  been  ruined 
by  their  Indian  War  Boston  could  not  now  support  theirs  nor  could 
any  of  the  Provinces  have  furnished  such  considerable  Sums  to  the  Ex- 
peditions against  Canada  Nor  could  at  present  any  of  the  necessary 
repairs  of  this  Fort  be  provided  for,  nor  the  arrears  of  the  Revenue  be 
discharged,  which  is  done  by  this  Act  in  a  Tax  to  be  levyed  in  4  years 
nor  indeed  any  publick  Service  readily  and  sufficiently  effected 

And  I  may  add  one  thing  more  that  this  manner  of  compulsive  credit 
does  in  fact  keep  up  its  value  here  and  that  it  occasions  much  more 
Trade  and  business  than  would  be  without  it  and  that  more  Specie  is 

r  exported  to  England  by  reason  of  these  Paper  Bills  than  could  be 
if  there  was  no  circulation  but  of  Specie  for  which  reason  all  the  mer- 
chants here  seem  now  well  satisfied  with  it 

E.  B   O'Callaghan,  editor,  Doaimetiis  telat  7'e  to  the  Colonial  History  of  tht 
Sta/e  of  New-  York  ( Albany ,  1 8  5  5 ),  V,  736-738  passim . 
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89.    Paper  Money  Forbidden  (1740) 

BV  THE  LORDS  COMMISSIONERS  FOR  TRADE  AND  PLANTATIONS 

This  official  prohibition  of  paper  monry  merely  put  a  stop  to  the  practice;  it  was 
renewed  in  the  Revolution  (sec  No.  208  beluw).  —  Biblioigrapby  as  in  No.  88  above. 

WHEREAS,  for  preventing  the  many  &  great  Inconvcn- 
iences  that  had  arisen  in  some  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies 
&  Plantations  in  America,  by  passing  Laws  for  Striking  Bills  of  Credit,  & 
issuing  out  the  same,  in  lieu  of  money,  the  respective  Governors  &  Com- 
manders in  chief  of  his  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  for  the  time 
b«tng,  have  been  particularly  instructed  not  to  give  their  Assent  to  or 
pass  any  such  laws  for  the  future,  without  a  Cbuse  be  inserted  in  such 
Act,  declaring  that  the  same  shall  not  take  Effect,  until  the  said  Act 
shall  have  been  approved  and  confirm 'd  by  his  Majesty  his  Heirs  or 
Successors  :  And  whereas  notwithstanding  such  his  Majesty's  Command- 
ers to  the  said  Governors  in  that  behalf,  Paper  Bills  of  Credit  have 
been  created  &  issued  in  his  Majesty's  said  Colonies  &  Plantations  by 
Virtue  of  Acts  of  Assembly  there,  making  it  obligatory  on  all  Persons  to 
take  such  Bills  of  Credit,  in  payment  for  Debts,  Dues  &  Demands  .  .  . 
and  a  great  Discouragement  has  been  bro'  on  the  Com'erce  of  this 
Kingdom  by  occasioning  a  Confusion  in  Dealings  and  a  lessening  of 
Credit  in  those  Parts :  And  whereas  an  humble  Address  was  presented, 
the  last  Session  by  the  House  of  Commons,  to  his  Majesry,  That  he 
would  be  graciously  pleased  to  require  &  command  the  respective  Gov- 
ernors of  his  Colonies  &  Plantations  in  America,  punctually  &  effectually 
to  olwerve  his  Maj'-!*  Royal  Instructions  not  to  give  Assent  to  or  to  pass 
any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  money,  without 
n  Clause  be  msertcd  in  such  Act,  declaring  that  the  same  shall  be  ap- 
proved by  his  Majesty  : 

//  II  therefore  his  Majesty'' $  IVil/  &-■  Pleasure^  &  you  are  hereby  also 
further  required  &  comanded  under  pain  of  his  Majesty's  highest  dis- 
pleasure and  of  being  removed,  from  your  {iovernm!  punctually  &  effectu- 
ally to  observe  his  Majesty's  Royal  Instruction  not  to  give  Assent  to  or 
past  any  Act,  whereby  Bills  of  Credit  may  be  issued  in  lieu  of  money 
without  a  Clause  be  inserted  in  such  Act,  declaring  that  the  same  shall 
not  Uike  Effect,  until  the  said  Act  shall  be  approved  by  his  Majesty,  his 
Heirs  or  Successors. 

William  A.  Whitehead,  editor.  Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of 
the  State  of  New  Jeney  (Newark,  1882),  V'l,  <j/b-<^  paaim. 
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90.    "The  History  of  Yale^College  "  (1698-1717) 

BY    REVEREND    PRESIDENT   THOMAS    CLAP    (1744) 

Gap  was  president  of  \'aic  from  1 719  to  1 767.  —  Bibliography :  Winsot,  Narrative 
ami  Crilual  His(or}\  \\  102;  W,  L.  Kingsley,  Yale  Coliege,  I,  chs.  \-v\. —  For  other 
colvnial  a^Ucges,  see  CottUmporaries^  i,  No.  137,  and  below,  No,  95. 

THE  Design  of  founding  a  CoJlege  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
was  first  concerted  by  the  Ministers ;  among  which  the  Rev,  Mr 
Pierpf}nt  of  Nnv-Hai'en^  Mr.  Andrew  of  AffT/tftt/^  and  Mr.  Russfl  of 
Branftrrdy  were  the  most  forward  and  active.  They  had  sundry  Meet- 
ings and  Consultations,  and  received  several  Proposals  or  Schemes  relat- 
ing to  the  Constitution  and  Regulation  of  such  a  College.  The  first 
Plan  was  very  formal  and  minute,  drawn  up  by  some  Gentleman  in 
Imitation  of  the  Protestant  Colleges  and  Universities  in  France,  founded 
by  their  general  Synods.  In  which  it  was  proposed,  '  That  a  College 
should  be  erected  by  a  general  Synod  of  the  consodaUd  Churchfs  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  .  .  .  That  the  Synod  should  agree  upon  a 
Confession  of  Faith  to  be  consented  to  by  the  President,  Inspectors  and 
Tutors,  That  the  College  should  be  called  the  School  of  the  Church. 
And  that  the  Churches  should  contribute  towards  it's  Support.'  ...  in 
the  mean  Time,  in  the  lesser  Conventions  of  Ministers  in  Associations 
and  Councils,  and  in  private  Conversation,  ten  of  the  principal  Ministers 
in  the  Colony,  were  nominated  and  agreed  upon  by  a  general  Consent 
both  of  the  Ministers  and  People,  to  stand  as  Trustees  or  Undertakers 
to  found,  erect  and  govern  a  College,  viz. 

James  Noyes,  oi  Stonington. 
Israel  Chauncy,  o{ Stratford. 
Thomas  Buckingham,  o(  Say^roak. 
.\braham  Pierson,  of  KiHingworth. 
Samuel  Mather,  of  IVhidsor. 
Samuel  Andrew,  of  MUford. 
Timothy  Wood  bridge,  of  Hartford. 
James  Pierpont,  of  Nav-Haven. 
Noadiah  Russel,  of  Middieiown, 
Joseph  Webb,  of  Fairfield. 


The  Rev.  Messrs. 
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The  Ministers  so  nominated,  met  at  New-Haven  and  formed  them- 
selves into  a  Body  or  Society,  to  consist  of  eleven  Ministers,  including  a 
Rector,  and  agreed  to  Found  a  College  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut ; 
which  they  did  at  their  next  Meeting  at  Branford^  in  the  following 
Manner,  viz.  Each  Member  brought  a  Number  of  Books  and  pre- 
sented them  to  the  Body ;  and  laying  them  on  the  Table,  said  these 
Words,  or  to  this  Effect ;  "/  give  these  Books  for  the  founding  a  College 
in  this  Colony y  Then  the  Trustees  as  a  Body  took  Possession  of  them  \ 
and  appointed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Russel  of  Branford  to  be  the  Keeper  of  the 
Library,  which  then  consisted  of  about  40  Volumes  in  Folio.  Soon  after 
they  received  sundry  other  Donations  both  of  Books  and  Money,  which 
laid  a  good  Foundation.  This  Library  with  the  Additions,  was  kept  at 
Branford,  in  a  Room  set  apart  for  that  Purpose  near  three  Years,  and 
then  it  was  carried  to  Killingworth. 

.  .  .  After  mature  Consideration,  they  concluded  that  it  was  safe  and 
best  to  have  a  Charter,  notwithstanding  any  change  of  the  Government 
which  might  possibly  happen  ;  and  wrote  to  the  Hon.  Judge  Sewall,  and 
Mr.  Secretary  Addington  of  Boston  to  prepare  a  Draught  of  a  Charter, 
to  be  presented  to  the  next  Assembly.  .  .  . 

The  Trustees  chose  the  Rev.  Mr.  Abraham  Pierson,  who  was  one  of 
their  Number,  to  take  the  Care  of  Instructing  and  Governing  the  Col- 
legiate School ;  under  the  Title  and  Character  of  RECTOR.  .  .  . 

At  the  same  Meeting,  they  entered  upon  the  Consideration  of  the 
most  convenient  Place  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  which  they 
might  erect  and  fix  the  Collegiate  School :  they  were  not  perfectly 
satisfied  or  united  in  it;  but  after  a  considerable  Debate  they  fixed 
upon  Saybrook,  as  the  most  convenient  Place,  at  Present ;  unless  upon 
further  Consideration  they  should  alter  their  Minds :  And  this  Matter 
was  debated  at  several  Meetings  afterwards. 

They  also  desired  the  Rector  to  remove  himself  and  Family  to  Say- 
brook  ;  but  till  that  could  be  effected,  they  ordered  that  the  Scholars 
should  be  instructed  at  or  near  the  Rector's  House  in  Killingworth. 
As  this  School  was  some  Years  in  forming,  several  young  Gentlemen 
were  preparing  for  it  under  the  more  private  Instruction  of  some  one  of 
the  Trustees  or  others  :  After  the  School  became  furnished  with  a  Rector 
and  a  Tutor,  efght  of  them  were  admitted,  and  put  into  different  Classes, 
according  to  the  proficiency  they  had  antecedently  made.  So  that  in  a 
Year  or  two  some  were  qualified  for  Degrees. 

The  first  Commencement  was  held  at  Saybrook,  on  Sept.  13th,  1702  : 
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at  which  four  young  Gentlemen,  who  had  before  been  graduated  at  the 
College  at  Cambridge,  and  one  more,  who  had  a  private  Education, 
received  the  Degrees  of  Master  of  Arts.  This  and  several  Commence- 
ments following  were  held  privately  in  the  House  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Buckingham,  because  the  Trustees  by  a  preceding  Act,  had  forbid  all 
publick  Commencements  j  to  avoid  the  Charge  and  other  Inconven- 
iencies  attending  them,  .  .  . 

The  Trustees  and  the  Colony  in  general  were  from  the  Beginning, 
not  very  well  agreed  in  their  Sentiments  about  the  Place  where  to  fix  the 
College  ;  and  most  Men's  Sentiments  were  influenced  by  their  Situation; 
and  they  generally  chose  that  Place  which  would  best  accommodate 
themselves.  Three  or  four  Places  were  generally  discoursed  upon,  viz, 
Saybrookf  Hew-Haven^  and  Hartford  or  Wtathersfiild.  The  Scholars 
were  also  somewhat  uneasy  at  their  Situation,  they  thought  that  Say  brook 
was  not  compact  enough  for  their  Accommodation,  since  many  of  them 
were  obliged  to  reside  above  a  Mile  from  the  Place  of  publick  Exercises, 
and  they  were  not  pleased  with  their  Instruction  and  Government ;  there 
being  no  resident  Rector,  and  the  Tutors  sometimes  very  young.  .  .  . 

The  Collegiate  School  being  in  this  broken  and  tottering  State,  the 
People  in  several  Parts  of  the  Country  begun  to  Subscribe  large  Sums 
for  Building  the  College,  to  induce  the  Trustees  to  set  it  where  it  would 
best  accommodate  them.  About  j£,.  700  Sterling  was  subscribed  for  Netv- 
Ilaven ;  and  lis  said  that  about  J[^.  500  Sterling  was  subscribed  for  Say- 
hrook  \  and  a  considerable  Sum  for  Bar/ford  or  IVeatkersfield. 

The  Trustees  met  at  the  Commencement  at  Saybrook,  September  12, 
17 1 6,  and  entered  upon  the  Consideration  of  the  State  and  Place  of  the 
Collegiate  School,  but  not  being  perfectly  agreed  they  adjourned  to  A^ew- 
Haven,  to  meet  on  the  1  7th  Day  of  October  following  .  .  . 

And  Voted,  '  that  considering  the  Difficulties  of  continuing  the  Col- 
legiate School  at  Saybrook,  and  that  New- Haven  is  a  very  convenient 
Place  for  it,  for  which  the  most  liberal  Donations  are  given,  the  Tnistees 
agree  to  remove  the  said  School  from  Say  brook  to  New- Haven  ^  and  it 
is  now  settled  at  New-Haven  accordingly.'  .  .  . 

Tlie  Reason  assigned  by  the  Trustees  in  their  Votes  (and  other  Papers) 
for  settling  the  College  at  New-Haven^  were  these ;  the  Difficulty  of 
keeping  it  at  Saybrook^  which  arose  partly  from  the  Uneasiness  of  the 
Scholars,  partly  from  the  continual  Endeavours  of  some  to  carry  it  to 
Hartford^  which  they  supposed  to  be  at  too  great  a  Distance  from  the 
Sea,  and  would  no  ways  accommodate  the  Western  Colonies.     That 
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tbey  kwk'd  apon  Nem-Haven  to  be  in  itself  the  mosl  oowenicBt  FIkc^ 
on  the  Acooont  of  the  comaiodioasDess  of  its  ScaatJoo,  the  agreabfeacK 
of  the  Air  and  Soil,  and  the  CheapDess  oi  Commodities  ;  and  that  very 
Urge  Donations  had  been  made  toirards  the  Building  an  Hoose  there, 
without  which  they  had  not  sufficient  to  defray  the  Charge. 

The  Major  Pan  of  the  General  Assembly,  being  desirous  to  stren^thca 
the  Hands  of  the  Trustees  in  the  present  Difficulties,  past  the  foDowing 
Vote,  in  the  same  Session,  viz.  *  That  tinder  the  present  GrcnnHUacci 
of  the  Affairs  of  the  Collegiate  School,  the  Rev.  Trustees  be  advised  to 
proceed  in  that  Affair ;  and  to  finish  the  House  they  have  built  in  AVv- 
Havirif  for  the  Entertainment  of  the  Scholars  belonging  to  the  Collegiate 
School' 

Thomas  Qap,  The  Annals  or  History  of  VaU-CoUi^  (New  Haven,  1766), 
a-22  passim, 

♦ 

91.  "A  poetical  Lamentation,  occasioned  by  the 
Death  of  His  late  Majesty  King  George  the 
First"  (1727) 

BY    REVEREND    MATHER    BYLES 

This  poem  inostrstes  al  once  the  poetica]  Uste  of  the  tirnc  and  the  undSscrinuBat* 
ing  loytlty  of  the  colonists.  Byles  wu  a  minister  in  Boston;  be  was  renowned  ai  a 
wit.  and.  though  a  known  Tory,  was  permitted  to  remain  in  that  town  throvghcMii 
the  Revolution.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor.  Narrative  and  Critical  Ifisi»ry,\^  laft- 
xyy;  Tyler,  American  Literature^  II,  I92-198. 

NOW,  O  ye  nine  !  if  all  your  pow'rs  can  paint 
The  scenes  of  woe  which  wake  this  loud  complaint. 
Breath  from  my  muse  such  soft  and  solemn  verse. 
As  suits  to  strew  my  matchless  Sov'reign's  hearse ; 
And  let  my  grief  in  mournful  musick  glide 
To  Albion'%  shores,  and  join  the  gen'ral  tide. 

Uliile  in  this  talk  I'd  try  the  tenderest  skill, 
Beneath  the  subject  sinks  my  quiv'ring  quill. 
Restless,  my  muse  her  awful  theme  surveys. 
While  wounried  passions  plead  for  present  ease, 
My  grief  grows  wild,  and  strugling  sorrows  throng 
To  break  in  trembling  accents  from  my  tongue. 


\ 
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Shall  unrelenting  rocks  forbear  to  bleed, 

While  I  proclaim  the  great  AUGUSTUS  dead  J 

AUGUSTUS ah  ! my  muse,  I  feel  the  sound 

Rush  thro'  my  soul,  and  all  its  pow'rs  confound  j 
Swift  tow'rds  my  heart  unusual  horror  climbs, 
And  strange  convulsions  seize  my  shudd'ring  limbs ; 
In  my  cold  veins  the  crimson  scarcely  flows, 
My  slack'ning  nerves  their  nat'ral  aids  refuse, 
From  aking  eyes  the  briny  sorrow  breaks, 
And  liquid  pearl,  rolls  down  my  faded  cheeks, 
The  Hng'ring  remnant  of  my  life's  opprest, 
And  death-like  damps  bedew  my  lab'ring  breast 

Had  I  the  royal  prophet's  tuneful  strain 
When  hraeV's,  breathless  chiefs  had  ting'd  the  plain ; 
Would  but  Apollo"":,  genial  touch  inspire 
Such  sounds  as  breathe  from  •  •  •  •  •  warbling  lyre ; 
Then,  might  my  notes  in  melting  measures  flow. 
And  make  all  nature  wear  the  signs  of  woe. 
Content,  my  muse  must  mourn  with  humbler  strings, 
While  GEORGE\  death,  and  Albion'^  loss  she  sings. 

Long  had  the  fields  resign'd  their  smiling  dress, 
And  herds  rov'd  round  for  food  in  dumb  distress, 
When  famish'd  hilLs,  in  russet  robes  array 'd, 
Seem'd  to  presage  some  dire  event  decreed : 
While  fainting  nature  felt  such  ardent  fire, 
As  if  'twas  with  this  fever  to  expire  \ 
Then  from  the  King  of  kings,  a  message  flies, 
To  call  his  great  vicegerent  to  the  skies  : 
An  hasty  summons  snatch'd  our  Sov'reign's  breath, 

His  life  is  set,  his  glory  dim'd  with  death. 

Let  ev'ry  gem  which  studs  the  British  crown, 
liOok  pale  and  wan,  since  Albion's  light  is  down  : 
No  more  you'll  share  its  rays,  nor  mingling  shed 
Your  trembling  splendors  round  his  sacred  head. 
No  more  the  throne  shall  show  that  awfiil  fece. 
Where  majesty  was  mix'd  with  mildest  grace : 
Nor  hostile  realms  revere  their  conqu'rour  king, 
Nor  mtioDS  shroud  beneath  his  shelt'ring  wing. 


^  \\!A  »>vrt«fAvw  ivrm^  iPtana.  -wpig  'taniii:  Aju^tliuufc  i 
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tk4t  'mwm.  mf  meMr,  m  verp  ia  ynider  < 
IM hmrf  tfcii*  •feitHf  «:nM;  MOie  comfort  gieams ; 
lifl  fi^«^<m  thu  tiintttid  fj^nnm  tbf  aking  eres: 
Usftvuhnnmt  •pttnipi  fmm  whence  dnr  sorrows  rise^ 

Whmn  4*  ihti  b<n«r  *H  Bngnrmui^i  vmxSL  discfaar^ 
t»  hifintn  ^*if%\ihur%  fiumiiani  gonle  tfacir  cfaaigc ; 
K4i»i»l.  xhm  tutw^  thfo'  trcmhlnig  iung^ioiiB  nms^ 
~%«hI  411  Dm*  «litur»  xt*  pctnr'd  wrth  piceoas  groans ; 
Xhi^fit  <«»  thM  iii^ht  the  tiark'neti  etnpin;  leaves. 
V*»»«",  mnMifonn  kk'-4CJ^S  th«  «iniuog  -Hrepter  sares: 
VUteM.  «uri  hiifr  «t»»Hi)m^  utnucv  ctnoet  his  Qceesi; 
4  tkv  »ni*ii  *  ear  tftop/imi  notiist  h«e  :$tarnr  txatn : 
Wiin  wpiv**!*  •v'HJWo'ii,  thifY  ^lii  th'  impgrial  sesc 
\ini  iff*\h  bhu'  wv^Sik  wuh  w«Ne»  eh«  tott^rtn^  scant ; 

MhoH  Kjvtv  U.  v«ife  bif^  wtch  tfui^  «nr<t 

V'A  tiw  L-Jiuti-  '^ti*nf^m  liutiir  tit  (ritmiB^tiss  umjgalgjL. 

Ww^>  ,i»j|y  fj  i«^)>«H  l)u  iin/iii»«>  tiV'  ittrf^imiiJ:  tfidi^ 

N^'tilii  i'lHO  »iiU]  tilr  k  iuitt)»lmi!  Ihim/n  ^wsoK. 
1/1)1  ftifiti  iMi»M  uflf/lUk  Dib  ffi%ni:  tfurttj. 
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92.    **  Some  Account  of  the  Earthquake  that 
New-England'*  (1727) 

BY    REVEREND    COTTON    MATHER 

Cotton  Malher,  most  volumlnnus  of  colonial  writers,  was  for  many  years  minister 
at  the  North  Church  in  Bustun.  —  Bihliography :  Barrett  Wendell,  Cotton  Mather; 
Tyler,  Amtrifan  Literoture,  II,  73-89.  See  also  Contemporaries,  I,  No.  1 48.  —  For 
other  extracts  on  New  England  life,  see  Contemporaries,  I,  ch.  xxi. 

THE  Night  that  followed  the  Twenty  ninth  of  Ociobfr  [1727.]  was 
a  Night  whereto  NEW-ENGLAND  had  never  in  the  Memory  of 
Man,  seen  the  like  before.  The  Air  never  more  Ca/m,  the  Sky  never 
more  Fair;  every  thing  in  all  imaginable  Tranquillity:  But  about  a 
quarter  of  an  Hour  before  Eleven,  there  was  heard  tn  BOSTON,  from 
one  end  of  the  Town  to  the  other,  an  horrid  rumhling  like  the  Noise 
of  many  Coaches  together,  driving  on  the  paved  Stones  with  the  utmost 
Rapiflity.  But  it  was  attended  with  a  most  awful  Trembling  of  the 
Earth,  which  did  heave  and  shake  so  as  to  Rocque  the  Houses,  at^d 
cause  here  and  there  the  falling  of  some  smaller  Things,  both  within 
Doors  and  without.  It  cannot  be  imagined,  but  that  it  gave  an  uncom- 
mon Concern  unto  all  the  Inhabitants,  and  even  a  degree  of  Consterna- 
tion, trnto  very  tuany  of  them.  This  first  Shock,  which  was  the  most 
Violent,  was  followed  with  several  others,  and  some  Repetition  of  the 
Noise,  at  sundry  times,  pretty  distant  from  one  another*  The  Number 
of  them  is  not  entirely  agreed  ;  but  at  least  Four  or  Five  are  allow'd  for ; 
The  last  of  which  was  between  Five  and  Six  of  the  Clock  in  the 
Morning. 

How  far  this  Earthquake  extended  thro'  the  Countrey,  we  are  not  yet 
informed  ;  But  that  it  extended  Scores  of  Miles,  we  have  already  a  cer- 
tain Information.  And  what  added  unto  the  Terrors  of  it,  were  the 
terrible  Flames  and  lights,  in  the  .-Xtmosphere,  which  accompanied  it. 
The  Vessels  on  the  Coast  were  also  made  sensible  of  it,  by  a  shivering 
tJial  siezed  on  them, 

Whefi  the  greatly  affected  People,  had  a  little  Opportunity  to  look 
about  them  in  the  Morning,  the  Pastors  of  the  0/ii  North- Churchy 
directed  the  Beiis  to  be  rung,  that  such  of  the  People  as  could  and 
would,  might  assemble  immediately  unto  some  seasonable  Exercises  of 
Religion.  The  Pastors  of  the  New  joined  with  them  in  sending  up  unto 
Heaven,  the  Supplications  which  the  solemn  Occasion  called  for.     And 


the  ^su>tofb  in  tha  (Mm  part  of  ti)«  Town,  made  a.  speedy  axKl  beaitj 
Appc4fa4ict;,  aud  moa  i&tctiimdiMy  uoiced  is  a  Coocurrence  vhfa  tiiem. 
TIk  A^^ioUy  that  can»c  together,  did  more  than  crotMi  and  fiS  the 
mo^t  capacioii^  of  our  Mt:«tJMghout>es> ;  Atid  as  there  was  a  multitiMk 
of  :>erioui>  l'i)ru»tian«,  tvho  are  acquainted  with  ^^^Z  and  yitaJ  PIETY, 
1^  the  whoU  Auditory  eypreft&ed  a  Devotion  which  was  truly  Extraor- 
dinary. 

[Collon  M4ther],  TA4  Ttrror  of  iki  Lard.  Somi  Account  of  iJu  Eartk^uake 
ih4i  ihoalf  Ncw-Enj^land^  in  tht  Nighty  bitwan  tht  »g  ana  ike 30  of  October, 
n^f  (Boston,  1727),  i-a. 


93.    A  Protest  against  a  Wicked  Newspaper  ( 172 1/2) 

BY    H£VEKENU    DOCTOR    INCKKASB    MATHER 

Increi^e  Mother  W4«  f'ur  nmny  y«arK  miiiikter  at  the  Old  North  Church  in  Boston^ 
^nd  wa»  aUu  {ircwiicut  uf  Harvard  (JuUego.  —  Bibliugraphy :  Winsor.  Memorial  His- 
tory 0/  Bpitm,  U,  ch.  U,  396;  Tyler,  AmtrunH  LitenUitr*,  II,  67^73.  —  See  alKi 
C»HUm/>^rmieSt  I,  No,  IJ5. 

AOyJCE  to  the  PkNUk  from  Dr.  Increase  Mather.  Whereas  a 
-s^  wicked  Libel  tailed  the  New  Bngiand  Courant^  has  represented 
ute  aii  one  amoi^  the  Supporters  of  it ;  I  do  hereby  declare,  that  altfao' 
I  had  paid  for  two  or  three  of  th^m,  I  then,  (before  the  last  Couiant 
W4S  pwbUsheil)  sent  him  word  I  was  extreamiy  offended  with  it !  In 
special,  becauike  in  one  of  hi&  ViU  Cottrants  he  insinuates,  that  if  ike 
Mittt^^rs  of  God  ap^ove  of  a  ikiHg.i  ^t  '^  ^  Sign  it  is  of  the  Demi;  which 
isi  a  hoiiriU  thin&  to  be  related  !  And  altho'  in  one  of  the  ComtmUt  it  is 
declaredi  that  the  Unnloa  Mercitry  Sept.  16,  1721,  afltmis  that  Great 
Nmubvrk  of  Her»ouJ».  in  the  City  and  Suburbs  are  uiuier  the  Inoctiiattcm 
of  the  Small  Ku& ;  In  his^  i^^xt- Courant  he  asserts,  that  it  was  somei^iHrir 
Imoculator,  that  ttHj^*ed  on  the  Pki^U%k  iit  sayii^  so :  Whereas  I  myself 
saw  iuid  read  th*>«»e  word*  in  the  London  Mercury :  And  he  doth  fire^ 
^.jucaily  ;ibuae  the  Minist^^ri  of  Religion,  and  many  other  worthy  Persona 
in  a  luauiier,  which  i:i  intolerable.  For  these  anid  such  like  Reasons  I 
siguiiied  to  the  Printer,  that  I  would  have  no  more  of  their  IVicked 
Cou/unts.  I  thai  have  Icno^M^k  what  New-Kn^lantl  vnas  from  the  Begjn^ 
aiu^f,  eaiuiol  but  be  troubled  to  see  the  Degeneracy  of  this  Pface.  I 
can  well  remember  when  the  Civil  (iovernmeni  would  have  taken  an 
effectual  Cou»<;  tv  suppreti^  sw;h  a.  Cuf^ieJ  Lihei!  which  if  it  be  net 
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A  Wicked  Newspaper 

done  I  am  afraid  that  some  Awful  Judgment  will  come  upon  this  Land, 
and  the  Wraih  of  God  wilt  arise ^  and  there  will  be  no  Remedy. 

I  cannot  but  pity  poor  Frankiin,  who  tho'  but  a  Young  Man  it  may 
be  Speedily  he  must  appear  before  the  Judgment  Seat  of  God,  and  what 
answer  will  he  give  for  printing  things  so  vile  and  abominable?  And  I 
cannot  but  Advise  the  Supporters  of  this  Courant  to  consider  the  Con- 
sequences of  being  Partakers  in  other  Afens  Sins,  and  no  more  Coun- 
tenance such  a  Wicked  Paper. 

Boston   Gazette^  Januarj-  29,  1721/2;   reprinted  in  Joseph  T.  Buckingham, 
Specimens  of  Newspaper  Literature  (Boston,  1850J,  i,  53-54. 


94.    The  People's  Favorite  Literature  (1744) 

BY    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN 

In  colonial  times  the  almanac  was  a  household  authority,  to  a  large  extent  taking 
the  place  of  books,  which  were  few  and  costly.  Of  all  the  almanacs  Franklin's 
became  the  most  noted,  on  account  of  the  author's  personal  reputation.  —  Bibliogra- 
phy :  for  Franklin,  sec  No.  68  above;  as  to  almanacs,  see  James  Parton,  Benjamin 
Franklin,  I,  227-240;  Tyler,  American  Literature,  IK  120-130;  Channlng  and 
Hart,  Guide,  §§  25,  32.  — ^S^e  also  a  diary  kept  in  an  almanac,  No.  95  below. 

Courteous  Reader, 

THIS  is  the  Twelfth  Year  that  I  have  in  this  Way  laboured  for  the 
Benefit  —  of  Whom? of  the  Publick,  if  youll  be  so  good- 
natured  as  to  believe  it ;  if  not,  e'en  take  the  naked  Truth,  'twas  for  the 
Benefit  of  my  own  dear  self ;  not  forgetting  in  the  mean  time,  our  gra- 
cious Consort  and  Du'chess  the  peaceful,  quiet,  silent  Lady  Bridget. 
But  whether  my  Labours  have  been  of  any  Service  to  the  Publick  or 
not,  the  Publick  I  must  acknowledge  has  been  of  Service  to  me  j  I  have 
lived  Comfortably  by  its  Benevolent  Encouragement;  and  I  hope  I  shall 
always  bear  a  grateful  Sense  of  its  continued  Favour. 

My  Adversary  / n  J n  has  indeed  made  an  Attempt  to 

out-shine  me,  by  pretending  to  penetrate  a  Year  deeper  into  Futtirity; 
and  giving  his  Readers  ^rdZ/j  in  his  Almanack  for  1743  an  Eclipse  of 
the  Year  1744,  to  be  beforehand  with  me:  His  Words  are,  "The  first 
Day  of  April  new  Year  1744,  there  will  be  a  GREAT  ECLIPSE  of  the 
Sun  :  it  begins  about  an  Hour  before  Sunset.  It  being  in  the  Stgn  Aries, 
the  House  of  Mars,  and  in  the  7th,  shows  Heat,  DiJTerence  and  Ani- 
mosities between  Persons  of  the  highest  Rank  and  Quality,"  dfe.  I  am 
very  glad,  for  the  Sake  of  these  Persons  of  Rank  and  Quality,  that  there 


Poor  Richard,    1744. 


AN 

Almanack 

For  the  Year  of  Christ 

1744, 

It  being  LEAP-YEAR, 

And  makes  since  the  Creation  Vean 

By  the  Account  of  the  Eastern  Greeks  7252 

By  the  Latin  Church,  when  O  ent.  /^  ^943 

By  the  Computation  of  IF.  W.  5753 

By  the  Roman  Chronology  5^93 

By  the  Jewish  Rabbies  5505 

IV herein  is  contained 
The    Lunations,    Eclipses,    Judgment    of  the 

Weather,  Spring  Tides,  Planets  Motions  &  mutual 
Aspects,  Sun  and  Moon's  Rising  and  Setting,  Length 
of  Days,  Time  of  High  Water,  Fairs,  Courts,  and 
ob^ic'j'vahle  Days. 

Fitted  to  the  Latitude  of  Forty  Degrees,  and 

a  Meritljan  of  Five  Hours  West  from  London^  but  may 
without  sensible  Error,  serve  all  the  adjacent  Places, 
rvrn  from  Neivfaundland  to  South- Cardlina. 

By    R I  a  H  ARD    SAUNDERS,    Philom 

PHILADELPHL\: 
Printed  and  sold  by  B,  FRANKLIN. 
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is  tiff  manmr  0/  Truth  in  this  Prediclion :  They  may,  if  they  please, 
live  in  Love  and  Peace.  And  I  caution  his  Readers  (they  are  but  few, 
indeed,  and  so  the  Matter's  the  less)  not  to  give  themselves  any  Trouble 
about  observing  this  imaginary  Great  Eclipse ;  for  they  may  stare  till 
they're  blind  without  seeing  the  least  Sign  of  it.  I  might,  on  this  Occa- 
sion, return  Mr./ n  the  Name  of  Baai's  /ahe  Prophet  he  gave 

mc  some  Years  ago  in  his  Wralh,  on  Account  of  my  Predicting  his 
Reconciliation  with  the  Church  0/  Rome,  (tho'  he  seems  now  to  have 
given  up  that  Point)  but  I  think  such  Language  between  old  Men  and 
Scholars  unbecoming  ;  and  I  leave  him  to  settle  the  Affair  with  the 
Buyers  of  his  Almanack  as  well  as  he  can,  who  perhaps  will  not  take  it 
very  kindly,  that  he  has  done  what  in  him  lay  (by  sending  them  out  to 
gaze  at  an  invisible  Eclipse  on  the  first  of  Aprii)  to  make  ApHi  Foois 
of  them  all.  His  old  thread  bare  Excuse  which  he  repeats  Year  after 
Year  about  the  Weather,  *'That  no  Man  can  be  infallible  therein,  by 
Reason  of  the  many  contrary  Causes  happening  at  or  near  the  same 
time,  and  the  Unconstancy  of  the  Summer  Showers  and  Gusts,"  &'e  will 
hardly  serve  hjm  in  the  Affair  of  Eclipses ;  and  I  know  not  where  he'll 
get  another. 

I  have  made  no  Alteration  in  my  usual  Method,  except  adding  the 
Rising  and  Setting  of  the  Planets,  and  the  Lunar  Conjunctions,  Those 
who  are  so  tlisposed,  may  thereby  very  readily  learn  to  know  the  Planets, 
and  distinguish  them  from  each  other. 

/  am^  dear  Reader^ 

Thy  obliged  Friend, 

R.  SAUNDERS. 


I 
I 


The  Country  Man. 

Happy  the  Man  whose  Wish  and  Care 

A  few  paternal  Acres  bound, 
Content  to  breathe  his  native  Air, 

In  his  own  Ground, 
UTiose  Herds  with  Milk,  whose  Fields  with  Bread, 

Whose  Flocks  supply  him  with  Attire, 
Whose  Trees  in  Summer  yield  him  Shade, 

In  Winter  Fire. 
Blest,  who  can  unconcernedly  find 

Hours,  Days  and  Years  slide  soft  away, 
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tn  Health  of  Body,  Peace  of  Mind, 

Quiet  by  Day, 
Sound  Sleep  by  Night ;  Stady  and  Ease 

Together  mixt ;  sweet  Recieatioa ; 
And  Innocence  which  most  does  please 

with  Meditatioa. 
Thus  let  me  five,  anseen,  unknown. 

Thus  unlamented  let  me  die. 
Steal  from  the  Worid,  and  not  a  Stone 

T^  where  I  he. 

[Btajamia  Fraaklm],  /Wr  ^kkard^  rfH^    At  Abmmamck,  etc  (jnabOA' 
ph»a)>  1-3- 


95.    A  Year  of  a  CoO^^e  Student's  Life  (1758) 

BT  NATHAN ULL  AXES 

tkmm  wa»  di«  wa  of  Dr.  Xaekaaiei  Ames*  pvbfia&er  of  aTnwiwc^  Later  bit  afao 
iMcan*  »  phyaiciaD  aatl  %  caknttatur  of  almaancv  The  piece  is  charactemdc  of  t&e 
)ifi»  of  tb«  sua  of  a  w«ll-t)o-<iu  jftrndsniati.  —  Kbiiogtapirr :  Tykt,.  Amtrkam  LUtrm- 
tUftt^  It,,  tz^^iyx.  —  For  aa  sarliac  view  of  Hantaod  CoIIese^  aee  CoHiBmAiraraa^  l^ 

CA^EBHIDGE  Sepcr.  soch  1753^  The^  who  see  this  in.  fiztoce  times 
may  know  thai:  it  is  the  coxenng  q£  aa  otif  iklmimack:  tj^S.  Ami 
db  not  despise  oM  times  lxx>;  mm:h  &r  cemember  dts^  2^  or  5  cmtacys 
ftKND.  tint  titne  of  iseetng  this  kqu.  will  be  eonnlaeti  dfil  timi£>  fijlH^as  muchi 
a»  you  count  us  tx>'  be  so  a£wv  maa^  F^oplie-  in:  dxse  times^  dtink  the 
Cottsuwudon  very  nigh  mwrh  mom  mo^  you  think  «r^  ;mii  (&  iii>t  think 
youcseives  50  much  wtsm;  than  we  ace  a»  toi  maite  yourstdWes  gcomf  Sm 
the  lost  day  is  at  honsi  ia  which;  you  must  giwe  aa  account  of  whuc  you: 
ha¥e  been  abouc  in  this  state  o£  Ptob^soni  <lt  wecy  liftei^  3|kiU:  am  more 
given  t»  Vice  than  we  ace,,  ami  we  than  the  Uist  Cenmry  fuiUs^ :  iF  ymi 
hawe  inure  arts  than,  we  hoKe  that  you:  younseite**  hawe  &und.  out  im^nite 
it:  not  tu  uuc  inability  that  we  ouuitf  m^t  thnij  themi  out  Un:  ifi  we  hud^ 
bod  only  tiiuse  very  arts,  that  we  ha»e  nam  when,  we  <n&t  came  to  settle 
ia  N.  Ajnenca  very  like  we  shouidl  itawe  ftmmi  out  those  v^ety  thin^ 
whiclt  you  buvu  the  Itonourtn  be  the  IfaKentins.06. 
Dinner  is  mady  H  must  IteKe  o0i. 
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January,  1758. 
came  home  vacancy  beg. 

Doctr;  Miller  preach'd  in  the  meeting  house,  went  hear  him. 
kept  school  in  the  new  room. 
Mr.  Havens  day  of  prayer. 
Holloway  took  a  fine  Prize  La  Gloria. 

February. 
8  Vacancy  ended. 
10  Went  to  Cambridge. 

14  Mr.  Epes  came  to  College. 

15  Mr.  Avery  came  this  Day  to  College. 
1 7  Went  to  Mr.  Appleton's  Lecture. 

21  Went  to  Doctr.  Wigglesworth's  Lecture. 

22  Went  to  Mr.  Winthrops  Lecture. 

23  cato  brought  some  wood  &  Linnen. 
27  performed  all  the  Duties  of  the  Day. 

March. 

2  Snow  at  night.    Class  met  about  Logick. 

3  came  home  in  the  Slay  very  cold. 

5  went  to  Meting  Mr.  Cotton  preached. 

6  Town  meeting. 

10  Quarter  day  at  coH 

1 1  Lord  Loudon  came  to  our  House  talked  about  com. 

13  Come  to  College,  began  Logick. 

14  Paid  Prentice  ye  2  first  Quarter  Bills  58  :  10. 

17  Paid  Seward  2  first  Quarter  Bills  and  Locke  ye  3  firit 
iS  fit  with  the  Sophomores  about  CusL 
20  had  another  Fight  with  the  sophomores. 
22  went  to  Newtown  Ordination. 
30  read  Watses  Logick. 

April. 

I  Daniel  came  from  home  &  brought  some  Lnmen. 

6  general  Fast,  went  to  meeting. 

1 1  training  day,  the  Govemour  &  CoL  Fiasier  came  to  Cam. 
20  went  a  gunning  after  Robins  with  Hooper. 
26  dxank  tea  with  Otis,     [later  note  by  .Ames]  This  was  £aber  of 
1817,  H.  G.  Otis,  a  Jacobin. 
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May. 

a  Training  Day  at  Dedham. 

3  Captn.  Fales's  Compny  Met  at  our  house,  came  to  College. 

4  the  class  was  placM  last  Tuesday. 

5  the  President  and  Tutors  met  went  to  them. 

6  Mr.  Hancock  went  Marlborough. 

8  Doctr.  was  bury|d. 

9  no  disputing  in  the  Hall. 

14  went  to  Meeting.     Mr.  Flynt  preached. 

17  the  Court  Sot  in  the  new  Town  House  before  it  was  half  finisfa*d 
atCamh. 

ao  the  Court  sot  at  Bradisbes. 

ti  went  to  Meeting  Mr.  Prentice  Preached. 

aa  went  a  fishing  with  15  of  my  Class  mates,  sot  away  60m  Cam* 
hridge  wharf  at  la  o'Clock  catch'd  5  cods  besides  dog  fish  skates  & 
Scttl|p«Bs ;  arhvM  at  Nantasket  at.So*Clock  at  n^t.  todg'd  at  a  Tar- 
enk  sot  off  in  the  morning  between  7  &  8  o'clock,  pass'd  bolloweys 
pvtae.  arrived  at  the  Castle  at  a  'ck  saw  Mr.  Gay  of  Dedham.  dined  with 
Mr.  Bacon»  did  not  see  Capcn  Metcalf  tho'  he  was  on  the  Castle,  came 
fiKNOft  the  Castle  to  Charlestows  ficom  whence  we  walk'd  oa  foot  to  Cam- 
bndlge  which  we  were  oblidg  to  do>  the  Tide  being  so  low  we  could  not 
cooae  up  Cambridge  River. 

a^  The  Class  began  Gordaou 

a4  HoUowey  took  two  prizes  t  a  Ship  dke  other  a  Skaow  hdea.  wtdk 
provisiomk  botmd  to  Lomsboacg.  About  this  time  the  Rcgimente 
Vttcched  6x>m  this  Province  to  the  Lake. 

a6  Went  to  Boston^  Saw  my  Father.     BoQbweys  prize  canae  ob. 

zj  Miss  Abigail  Fbod  &  Xis.  Farbank  came  tD> 

a8  went  to  Meeting  Mr.  Hasres.  preadL. 

a9  Mr.  Cpes  went  hooKu 

30  Gay  went  hon». 

^t  bad  Election  mta  all  Di^t; 

a  ye  ist  Divjjaon  of  our  Class  Decl8tm«£ 

4  ytr.  ybnot  preach  (I  afternoon. 

5  went  to  Hot>ton  with  Moti^  •St  ^»opeii. 

6  tteecd  Mr.  Hancock. 

$  tuMbttn^  i/t  Paiittttr  Ck  Btowmt 
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1 1  Mr.  Jackson  preach'd  afternoon. 

13  A  90  gan  ship  burnt  in  the  Mediterranean  Sc». 

i6  went  home  through  Boston. 

18  Mr.  Haven  preach'd. 

20  went  to  Colleg  with  Seth. 

22  Roman  Father  a  Play. 

23  Declaimed  this  morning  left  off  my  wigg. 

25  Mr.  ."^ppleton  prea. 

26  Presidents  Grass  Mow'd. 

29  went  to  Boston  on  foot  saw  Seth. 

30  Valedictory  day,  I  waited  on  the  Orator.     Tom  Wcntworth  was 
Orator. 


I  finished  the  Presidents  hay. 

3  Cato  a  Play  acted  at  Warrens  Cham. 

News  about  Louisbourg  that  all  except  the  Town  Itself  is  taken. 

5  Hollowey  has  look  another  prize  which  the  French  ofTer'd  to 
Ransom  for  16000  pounds.  They  sent  out  from  I^ouisbourg  in  the  fogs 
two  Frigates  Laden  with  their  Riches  and  Women  one  of  which  we  took, 
in  which  was  the  Governour,  his  Wife,  &  Daughter  they  are  sent  in  to 
Hallifax. 

6  Cato  to  perfection. 

7  went  to  Boston  with  Moffat  saw  my  father. 

10  began  to  make  arguments. 

1 1  did  not  go  to  prayers. 

12  Sirs  came  to  receive  their  Quest. 

13  disrois'd  from  reciting. 

14  Cato  more  perfect  than  before 

15  Daniel  came  from  Boston. 

16  Sot  in  the  S<:>phimores  Seat. 

18  Seniors  went  into  the  meeting  house  to  dispute. 

19  Commencement.   Govemours  came. 

20  came  home  with  Seth. 

2 1  Kingsby  &:  Gay  came,  Ward  tum'd  by. 
24  Gay  went  to  Boston. 

26  the  City  of  Louisbourg  surrendered  to  the  English  July  261b  and 
now  Septr  27th  they  are  gone  from  Louisbourg  to  take  Ticonderog  at 
the  Narrows  &:  so  on  to  Canada. 
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August. 

1 1  Hcdly  EatOD  Dana  Daniel  took  off  the  Doors. 

13  Quakers  gen'ral  meeting  at  Providence. 

15  Hedley  &  Daniel  went  to  Prmidence. 

16  Dana  run  off.     Eaton  paid  10  Dollars. 
23  Vacancy  ended  did  not  go  to  Coll. 
31  Went  10  College  this  Day  with  Daniel. 

September. 

X  did  nothing  only  read  the  Customs. 
3  began  Homer. 

3  went  to  meeting  Proclamation  for  Thanksg. 

4  made  Arguments. 

5  Hooper  came  this  Day. 

6  read  the  Customs  to  the  Freshmen. 

8  Quarter  Day  got  a  horse  of  Bradish    home. 

9  ramc  back  to  College  this  evening. 

12  Hooper  shook  a  Freshman  cu. 

14  Thanksgiving  din'd  at  Prentice. 

15  Highlanders  encamp'd  at  Boston. 

16  they  march 'd  off. 

17  Colin  Bradstreet  with  his  Army  took  Frontenack  with  a  vast  deal 
of  provisions  a  great  Delriraent  to  the  French. 

18  Soldiers  at  Water. 

20  Hancock  &  Marsh  went  to  ye  Castle. 

3  1   I  admired  Flags  Box. 

34  Went  to  meeting.     Mr.  Stephens  prea. 

38  went  to  Boston  went  home. 

39  Aunt  Ellis  went  home. 
30  went  to  Molly  Kingsbery  yesterday  to  get  her  to  make  my  Gowne 

but  now  (October  8th  she  hath  disappointed  me. 

Oci-OBER. 
I  Mr.  Balch  preach. 

3  Corporation  Meeting  Forensick  Disp. 

4  Whitwel  here  did  breakfast. 

6  went  to  Boston.     Surtout,  Transports  from  Halifax. 
9  some  examined  about  Bulraging  Monis. 

1 2  went  to  Boston  got  my  gowne. 
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13  sent  home  by  Otis. 

16  begin  Euclid  to  morrow  morning. 

17  The  President  Pray'd  ist  time  since  I  came. 

18  Palmer,  Emerson,  admonish'd.  Monis  Hobs  &  Fuller  Degraded 
Dunbar. 

19  Dr  Russell  Mr.  Curtis  Mr  Stacey  drank  Tea. 

31  Mr.  Titterton  brought  some  Linnen,  sent  a  Letter. 

32  Mr.  Jackson  preach'd  to  Day. 

23  My  Father,  Dean  Healy  came  here.  Gen'ral  Amherst  &  Col.  Fra- 
sier  since  the  surrender  of  Louisbourg  went  up  to  the  Lake,  but  Gen'ral 
Abecrombie  order'd  them  back  so  nothing  this  year  against  Canada. 

24  Brooks  analyz'd  this  evening. 

35  Wore  my  surtout  ist  time. 

36  the  taking  of  Shamburg  near  St  Malo  and  Gaspay  among  the 
Indians. 

38  went  to  Boston  on  Isaac  Bradish  horse. 

30  my  Chum  went  to  andover  Ordination. 

31  Daniel  Oliver  came  here  gone  to  Ordination  with  Avery. 

November. 

1  Ordination  at  Andover  Mr.  Symmes. 

2  sent  home  by  Mr.  Hunting. 

10  Very  cold  came  home  yesterday. 

1 1  Soldiers  returned  home. 

13  made  two  Rockets. 

18  Calabogus  Club  begun. 

19  went  to  Meeting  Livermore  Pre. 

26  Fort  Du  Quesne  taken  by  Gen'ral  Forbes. 

39  Painted  Court  of  France. 

30  Ditto.    Stay'd  home  a  week  new  Maid  Pitcher. 

December. 

3  Returned  to  College  with  Seth. 

6  got  up  to  the  Class  in  Euclid. 

7  Hancock  to  Boston. 

8  Quarter  Day.    Skated  all  Day  &  Din'd  on  ye  Pond. 

9  went  Whitfield  club  Hooper's  chamb. 

12  I  responded  to  the  Class. 

14  had  some  cold  Pig,  catch'd  cold. 
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Stu.    Yes  :  into  pasible,  probable  and  positive. 

Prof.    Define  thcise  several  kinds  of  salt- boxes. 

Stu.  a  possible  salt-box  is  a  salt-box  yet  unsold  in  the  hands  of  the 
joiner. 

Prqf.   Why  so? 

Stu.  Because  it  hath  never  yet  become  a  salt-box  in  fact,  having 
never  had  any  salt  in  it ;  and  it  may  possibly  be  appHed  to  some  other 
use. 

Prof.  Very  true:  —  for  a  salt-box  which  never  had,  hath  not  now, 
and  perhaps  never  may  have,  any  salt  in  it,  can  only  be  termed  a  passi- 
ble salt-box.     What  is  a  probable  salt- box  ? 

Stu.  It  is  a  salt-box  in  the  hand  of  one  going  to  a  shop  to  buy  salt, 
and  who  hath  six-pence  in  his  pocket  lo  pay  the  grocer:  and  2^ positive 
salt- box  is  one  which  hath  actually  and  bona  fide  got  salt  in  it. 

Prof.  Very  good  :  —  hut  is  there  no  instance  of  a  positive  salt-box 
which  hath  no  salt  in  it? 

Stu.   I  know  of  none. 

Prof.  Yes :  there  is  one  mentioned  by  some  authors  :  it  is  where  a 
box  hath  by  long  use  been  so  impregnated  with  salt,  that  although  all 
the  sail  hath  been  long  since  emptied  out,  it  may  yet  be  called  a  salt- 
box,  with  the  same  propriety  that  we  say  a  salt  herring,  salt  beef,  &c. 
And  in  this  sense  any  box  that  may  have  accidentally,  or  otherwise, 
been  long  steeped  in  brine,  may  be  termed  positively  a  salt-box,  although 
never  designed  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  salt.  But  tell  me,  what  other 
division  of  salt-boxes  do  you  recollect? 

Sru.  They  are  further  divided  into  substantive  and  pendant :  a  sub- 
stantive salt-box  is  that  which  stands  by  itself  on  the  table  or  dresser ; 
and  a  pendant  is  that  which  hangs  upon  a  nail  against  the  wall. 

Prof.   What  is  the  idea  of  a  salt-box? 

Stu.  It  is  that  image  which  the  mind  conceives  of  a  salt- box,  when 
no  salt-box  is  present. 

Prof.   What  is  the  abstract  idea  of  a  salt-box? 

Stu.  It  is  the  idea  of  a  salt- box,  abstracted  from  the  idea  of  a  box, 
or  of  salt,  or  of  a  salt-box,  or  of  a  box  of  salt. 

Prof.  Very  right :  —  and  by  these  means  you  acquire  a  most  perfect 
knowledge  of  a  salt- box  :  but  tell  me,  is  the  idea  of  a  sait-box  a  salt 
idea? 

Stu.    Not  unless  the  ideal  box  hath  ideal  salt  in  it. 

Prof.   True  :  —  and  therefore  an  abstract  idea  cannot  be  either  salt 
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Qf  ffeah ;  ruuiid  or  «<|uare;  long  or  short ;  for  a  true  abstract  idea  most 
U«  entirely  free  uf  all  44ju)ict«,  And  thif  thews  the  difference  between 
^  «aU  idea,  and  an  idea  of  sAlt.  ^— 1«  an  aptitude  to  hold  salt  an  essential 
or  an  actUUntnl  proiierty  of  a  salt-box? 

'^xu.  It  is  emenfial:  but  if  there  should  be  a  crack  in  the  bottom  of 
(he  ba](,  the  aptitude  to  spill  salt  would  be  termed  an  aecidental  ^xo^ 
urty  of  that  salt-boij, 

Pkof.  Very  well !  very  well  indeed  I  —  What  is  the  salt  called  with 
H^pect  to  the  boK  } 

HiM.  it  '\ii  called  its  contents. 

J^EOF.   And  why  so  ? 

%iv.  because  the  cook  is  content  quoad  kae  to  to  find  plenty  of  salt 
in  the  box. 

PaoF.  You  af«  very  ri|[ht  -=- 1  tee  you  have  not  mispent  your  time : 
but  lei  us  now  proceed  to 

LOGIC. 

?ttOF.   How  many  parts  are  there  in  a  salt-box? 

Stu.    Thr^e.     Bottom^  4^,  and  sidts. 

kHiOF.    How  many  uK>des  are  there  in  salt- boxes? 

Sav.  Four.  The  formal^  the  su^stan/ta/,  the  acctdenAtl^  aod  the 
tifpse)htHn*€y. 

F«o.    Dvline  these  several  modes, 

Stu.  the  formal  re&pects  the  fi^re  or  shape  of  the  box,  such  as 
round,  square,  oWon^  and  so  forth  ;  the  substantial  respects  the  work 
of  the  joiner  ;  and  the  iKtutental  depends  upon  the  string  by  which  the 
bo^  is  huu|(  against  the  wall. 

Phof.   Very  well  —  And  what  are  the  consequences  of  the  acddtntad 

S:iu.  If  the  string  should  bre«k  the  box  would  fall,  the  salt  be  spilt, 
the  salt-box  broken,  and  the  cook  in  a  bitter  passion :  and  this  is  the 
accidental  ukkIc  with  its-  consequences. 

Pho^.  How  do  you  distinguish  between  the  top  and  bottom  of  a 
salt- box? 

Sm;.  I'he  top  of  a  box  is  that  part  which  is  uppermost,  and  the 
bottom  that  part  which  is  lowest  in  all  positions. 

PKOt.  You  shoulc^•  rather  say  the  lowest  part  is  the  bottom,  and  tbe 
uppermost  part  is  the  lop.  —  How  is  it  then  if  the  bottom  shouki  be  the 
uppcituoi»t  {^ 

S3U.    l^he  to^  wouki  thett  be  the  lowe^OMst;  and  so  the  bottQin 
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would  become  the  top,  and  the  top  would  become  the  bottom :  and 
this  is  called  the  topsey-tun>ey  mode,  which  is  nearly  allied  to  the  am- 
dental^  and  frequently  arises  from  it. 

Prof.  Very  good  —  But  are  not  salt-boxes  sdmetimes  single  and 
sometimes  double? 

Stu.  Yes. 

Prof.  Well,  then  mention  the  several  combinations  of  salt- boxes  with 
respect  to  their  having  salt  or  not. 

Stu.  They  are  divided  into  single  salt-boxes  having  salt ;  single  salt- 
boxes  having  no  salt ;  double  salt-boxes  having  salt ;  double  salt-boxes 
having  no  salt ;  and  single  double  salt-boxes  having  salt  and  no  salt. 

Prof.  .Hold  !  hold !  —  you  are  going  too  far. 

Gov.  We  cannot  allow  further  time  for  logic,  proceed  if  you  please  to 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY. 

PsoF.    Pray  Sir,  what  is  a  salt-box? 

Stu.  It  is  a  combination  of  matter,  fitted,  framed,  and  joined  by  the 
hands  of  a  workman  in  the  form  of  a  box,  and  adapted  to  the  purpose 
of  receiving^  conuining,  and  retaining  salt 

Prof.  Very  good  —  What  are  the  mechanical  powers  concerned  in 
the  construction  of  a  salt-box  ? 

Stu.  The  ax,  the  saw,  the  plane,  and  the  hammer.  .  .  . 

Prof.  .  .  .  Have  not  some  philosophers  considered  glut  as  one  of 
the  mechanical  powers? 

Stu.  Yes ;  and  it  is  still  so  considered,  but  it  is  called  an  inverse 
mecfaanical  power:  because,  whereas  it  is  the  property  of  the  dirut 
mechanical  powers  to  generate  motion,  and  separate  parU ;  glu€,  on 
the  contrary,  prevents  motion,  and  keeps  the  parts  to  which  it  is  applied 
fixed  to  each  other.  .  .  . 

Prc»-.   Is  the  saw  only  used  in  slitting  timber  into  boards  ? 

Stu.   Yes,  it  is  also  employed  in  cutting  boards  into  lengths. 

Prof.  Not  lengths :  a  thing  cannot  properly  be  said  to  have  been  cut 
into  lengths. 

Stu.   Into  shortnesses. 

Frof.  Certainly  —  into  shortnesses.  Well,  what  are  the  mechanical 
laws  of  the  hammer  ? 

Gov.   The  time  wastes  fast ;  pass  on  to  another  science. 

Fraads   Hojridnson,  Miscellaneous  Essays  (Philadelphia,  1792),  I,  340-349 
passim. 


CHAPTER   XV  — RELIGIOUS   LIFE 
97.    "The  State  of  Religion  in  the  Jerseys"  (1700) 

BY    LEWIS    MORRIS 

For  Morris,  see  No.  65  above.  BibUography  of  religioas  a&trs :  Winsor,  Akr- 
rative  and  Critical  Uistory^  \\  243-245;  Tyfcrr,  Awurican  Literature,  IT;  2IO-2I2  ; 
Cbaiwing  and  Hart,  Guide,  %  106.  —  For  previoiis  histofy  of  the  Jeiae^ps,  Ke  C^m- 
temporaries,  I,  ch.  xxv. 

THE  Province  of  East  Jersey  has  in  it  Ten  Towns,  (vix.)  Middle* 
town.  Freehold,  .Amboy,  Piscataway  and  VVoodbridge,  Efizabedi 
Town,  Newark,  .Aqueckenonck,  and  Beigen,  and  I  Judge  in  the  wht^ 
Province  there  may  be  about  Eight  thousand  souls.  These  Towns  arc 
not  like  the  towns  in  England,  the  houses  built  close  together  on  a  small 
spot  of  ground,  but  they  inclmie  large  portions  of  the  Country  of  4,  5, 
8, 10,  12.  15  miles  in  length,  and  as  much  in  breadth,  and  all  the  Settie- 
ments  within  such  State  and  bounds  is  said  to  be  within  such  a  Town- 
ship, but  in  most  of  those  townships  there  is  some  place  where  a  part  of 
the  Inhabitants  sat  down  nearer  together  than  the  rest,  and  confined 
themselves  to  smaller  portions  of  ground,  and  the  town  is  more  pecu- 
liarly designed  by  that  Settlement.  Those  towns  and  the  whole  province 
was  peopl'd  mosdy  from  the  adjacent  colonies  of  New  York  and  New 
England,  and  generally  by  Those  of  very  narrow  fortunes,  and  sach  as 
could  not  well  subsist  in  the  places  they  left.  .\nd  if  such  people  could 
bring  any  religion  with  them,  it  was  that  of  the  Country  they  came  from, 
and  the  State  of  them  is  as  follows  :  — 

Bergen,  and  the  out  Plantations  are  most  Dutch,  and  were  setded 
from  New  York  ami  the  United  Provinces  they  are  pretty  equally  divided 
into  Calvinisi  and  Lutheran,  they  have  one  pretty  Utde  Church,  and  are 
a  sober  people,  there  are  a  few  English  Dissenters  mixt  among  them. 

AgLELKEN<)NCK  was  pcopl'd  from  New  York  also,  they  are  Dutch 
mostly  and  generally  Calvinist. 

Elizabeih  Town  &  Newark,  were  peopled  from  New  England,  are 
generally  Independents,  they  have  a  meeting  house  in  each  town  for 
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their  public  worship,  there  are  some  few  Churchmen,  Presbiterians, 
Anabaptists,  ami  Quakers  settled  among  them. 

WoortBRtDLJE  was  settled  from  New  England  and  were  generally  In- 
dependents till  about  1 6  years  since,  there  was  a  number  of  Scots  Pres- 
byterians amongst  them,  the  People  are  divided  mostly  into  Presbiterians 
and  Independents,  and  there  is  mixt  amongst  them  Baptists,  Quakers, 
Ranters,  cum  multis  aliis. 

Pisc^iTAWAY  was  settled  from  New  England,  and  is  called  the  Ana- 
baptist Town,  from  about  twenty  in  that  'lown  that  agree  in  that  Per- 
suasion, the  rest  of  the  People  are  of  all,  or  of  no  religion. 

Perth  Ambov  the  Capital  City  was  settled  from  Europe,  and  we  have 
made  a  shift  to  patch  up  the  old  ruinous  house,  and  make  a  church  of 
it,  and  when  all  the  Churchmen  in  the  Province  are  got  together,  we 
make  up  about  twelve  Communicants,  the  People  of  that  town  are  a 
mixture  of  all  Persuasion. 

Freehold  was  settled  from  Scotland  (Mr.  Keith  b^an  the  first  settle- 
ment there,  and  m.ule  a  fine  Plantation,  which  he  afterwards  Sold,  and 
went  into  Pensilvania)  and  about  the  one  half  of  it  are  Scotch  Presbi- 
terians, and  a  sober  people,  the  other  part  of  it  was  setded  by  People 
(some  from  New  England,  some  from  New  York,  and  some  from  the 
forementioned  towns)  who  are  generally  speaking  of  no  religion.  There 
is  in  this  Town  a  Quaker  Meeting-house,  but  most  of  the  Quakers  who 
built  it  are  come  off,  with  Mr.  Keith,  they  have  not  fixt  yet  on  any  reli- 
gion, but  are  most  inclinable  to  the  Church,  and  could  Mr.  Keith  be 
persuaded  to  go  into  those  Countrys,  he  would  (with  the  blessing  of 
God)  not  only  bring  to  the  Church  the  Quakers  that  come  off  with 
hira  in  East  &  West  Jersey,  which  are  very  numerous,  but  make  many 
Converts  in  that  Country. 

MroDLETowN  was  settled  from  New  York  and  New  England,  it  is  a 
large  Township,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Church  or  Religion  amongst 
them,  they  are  p'haps  the  most  ignorant  and  wicked  People  in  the 
'  world,  their  meetings  on  Sundays  is  at  the  Public  house,  where  they  get 
their  fill  of  Rum,  and  go  to  fighting  &  running  of  races  which  are  Prac- 
tices much  in  use  that  day  all  the  Province  over. 

Shrewsbury  settled  from  New  England,  Rhode  Island  and  New 
York,  there  is  in  it  ab*t  thirty  Quakers  of  both  Sexes,  and  they  have  a 
meeting  house,  the  rest  of  the  People  are  generally  of  no  Religion  — 
the  Youth  of  the  whole  Province  are  very  debaiieh'd  and  very  ignorant, 
and  the  Sabbath  day  seems  there  to  be  set  apart  for  Rioting  and  Drunk- 
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laMMSMk     In  a  vofdL  z.  y*  '-*^  IgmEBce  jni 
tJbr  Y'jom  of  nje  vhote  Prtartnce. 

Thrre  w  zn  tiir  rcir  One  dsoosand  six  fiiinifieti  uineiv  jciui  sohbc 
cnrjexron  to  fcstie  a  iiuintmance  in  dat  Caantrr  tt>r  Mliimnv.  and  die 
ygatnt  port  of  die  aonse  of  CtJOKins  dicxe  were  n>r  it.  Irat  ooe  Ricbani. 
Uansbome  a  QaaJker.  aid  Andrew  ftmm  [Bovne^  jn  Anahntufg  imnd 
OKam*  so  drftat  it  dctt  Session,  and  b^ie  die  Assembir  conid  ait 
aipni.  Mxv/'ii  one  Jexetniah  Bass  an  Anabaptist  Ptcataci  widt  a  ConBs> 
flon  from  die  Piopnettifs  of  East  Jecscr  to  be  dieir  Gavemann  ami 
9itli  Inttracti£ns  and  Oidcxs  from  diem  oot  to  Consent  tn  anr  ad  on 
CMC  a  MamffimMT  &ir  an?  Minister  of  what  Pezswaaon  suevu.  sn  dut 
there  is  no  nope  nd  doing  anf  tinng  oi  tint  kind  tifi  chat  Governm't  is 
in  'Stfaer  hsBidsu 

In  West  Jcxstr  in  the  Tear  1699  tiicxc  were  S32  fkedioklcis  of  wch 
there  were  z66  Qnakexsy  whose  oiunbcr  are  mocti  decreased  ance  Mir 
Kertfa  left  them.  The  Qoakers  in  yt  Prorince  are  re  men  of  the  best 
Rank  and  Estates — the  rest  oi  that  Province  (gienciaily-  speaking)  are 
a  botch  Pocrrh  <jf  afl  Reiigions.  the  Quakers  hare  sererai  Meeting  hooaes 
dapcrst  ip  and  dawn  chat  Pimrince  and  I  beiiere  none  of  the  odier 
penwanons  have  any.  Tber  hare  a  very  Debaocht  Youth  ia  that 
Provrarre  and  very  ignorant. 

Pc!CisvT//A:!f  TA  IS  sctdcd  by  People  ai  aO  langnages  and  Reiigions  in 
Earope.  bat  the  People  called  Quakers  are  the  most  numeroiis  of  anr 
one  perswasion.  3nd  in  Philadelphia  the  Capital  City  of  that  Province, 
there  is  an  Episcopal  Church,  a  Qnaker  Meeting  house,  a  Presbitertan 
Meeting  home,  an  .Anabaptist  Meedng  house,  and  I  dnnk  an  Inde- 
piendent  Meeting  hcrase,  and  a  litde  w'tbout  ye  Town  a  Sweeds  Chuich» 
the  ^rhurrrh  of  Eagiand  gains  ground  in  that  Country,  and  naost  of  the 
Qnakers  that  came  off  with  Mr.  Keith  are  come  over  to  it :  The  Yonth 
of  that  country  are  like  those  in  the  neighboring  Provinces  very  De- 
bsmcht  and  ignorant. 

I  ^all  now  soggest  scmie  measures  w'ch  may  conduce  to  ve  bringing 
over  to  the  Church  the  People  in  those  Countrys. 

Fir^f  That  no  man  be  sent  a  (Governor  imo  any  of  those  Plantations^ 
but  a  firm  Churchman,  and  if  possible  none  but  Churchmen  be  in  his 
Cotmsei  and  in  the  Magistracy. 

Z///P  rhat  Churchmen  may  have  some  peculiar  privileges  above 
others.     This  (if  practicable)  must  be  .ione  by  Act  of  Pariiaioent. 

ydfy  That  there  may  be  some  measures  fallen  upon  to  get  Ministcan 
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to  preach  gratis  in  America  for  some  time,  till  there  be  sufficient  num- 
bers of  Converts  to  bear  the  charge  &  I  presume  that  may  be  accom- 
pUsh'd  this  way. 

Let  the  King,  the  A  Bishop,  ye  Bishops  &  great  Men  admit  no  Man 
for  so  many  years  to  any  great  Benefice,  but  such  as  shall  obhge  them- 
selves to  preach  three  years  gratis  in  America,  with  part  of  the  living  let 
him  maintain  a  Curate,  &  the  other  part  let  him  apply  to  his  own  use. 
By  this  means  we  shall  have  the  greatest  &  best  mem  &  in  human  prolia- 
bility  such  men  must  in  a  short  time  make  a  wonderful  progress  in  the 
Conversion  of  those  Countries,  especially  when  its  p'ceived  the  good  of 
Souls  is  the  only  motive  to  this  undertaking. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society,  Proceedings^  1849-1850  (Newark,  1850),  IV, 
118-121. 


98.    A  Quaker's  Arguments  with  Orthodox  Minis 

ters  (1704) 

BY  THOMAS  STORV 

Story  was  an  English  Quaker  who  came  over  in  1697.  He  visited  all  the  colonies, 
and  remained  some  time  in  Pennsylvania. —  Bibliography:  Winsor,  A^arrativt  and 
Critienl  Hiiiory,  V,  243;  Channing  and  Mart,  Guide,  §  215.  —  For  earlier  accounts 
of  the  Quakers,  sec  Contemporaries,  I,  Nos.  140- 1 +2. 

DURING  alt  this  Time  the  People  were  generally  attentive,  and 
seemingly  pleased  j  but,  just  in  the  Close  of  the  Matter,  1  was 
attacked,  all  of  a  sudden,  by  a  jolly  brisk  Person,  who  brake  into  the 
Crowd  behind  me  on  Horseback,  and,  by  his  Garb,  look'd  like  a  Pastor 

I  of  the  People,  (and,  upon  Enquiry  afterwards,  I  found  he  was  so)  whose 
first  Salutation  was  after  this  Manner:  "Are  you  not  ashamed  thus  to 
delude  the  People,  imposing  upon  them  false  Glosses  on  the  Scripture? 
T  am  a  Stranger  on  the  Road,  and,  drawing  near  this  Multitude  to  know 
the  Occasion  of  it,  cannot  but  appear  in  defence  of  Truth  against  your 

\  Perversions  :  'Tis  true,  you  have  a  smooth  Way,  a  gaining  Countenance, 
and  advantageous  Mein  ;  but.  Sir,  you  look,  in  all  this,  the  more  like  an 
Emissary.'* 

This,  being  sudden,  was  a  little  surprizing  at  first  \  but,  Truth  being 
uppermost,  I  quickly  rephed,  "Thai  he  rather  look'd  like  a  false  Teacher 
of  the  People ;  and  challenged  him  to  instance  any  Particular  wherein 
I  had  imposed  upon  them." 
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■  No.  98] 

I         down,  (which  some  would  have  made  a  Judgment  upon  him ;)  but  the 

■  Priest  being  a  brisk  nimble  Man,  kept  upon  his  Back,  and  had  no  Harm, 
I          but  rode  hastily  out  of  the  Crowd,  anil  went  off. 

■  The  Opposition  this  Priest  and  the  others  made,  being  for  the  most 
part  confident  and  notoriously  false  Assertions  and  Charges,  without  any 
Proof,  exposed  him  and  themselves  to  the  just  Censure  of  the  People, 
and  rather  confirmed  them  in  the  Truth  of  what  we  had  delivered,  than 
hurt  the  Cause  of  Truth ;  which  we,  in  some  Measure  of  the  Wisdom 
and  Power  of  it,  had  defended  against  them.  .  .  . 

Another  of  those  Opposers  raised  some  fresh  Cavils  about  Womens' 
Preaching  ;  which  I  having  answered  for  the  Sake  of  the  Auditory,  and 
he  raising  new  Cavils  about  Matters  of  small  Consequence,  I  rebuked 
him  sharpSy  as  an  unworthy,  unruly  Spirit,  and  neglected  him. 

And  having  shown  more  Gentleness  to  several  others,  and  answered 
thein  fully,  all  ended,  with  the  Day,  to  the  Honour  of  Truth,  and  our 
great  Satisfaction. 

The  next  Day  proving  rainy,  (as  1  said  before)  and  several  of  us 
staying  there  most  part  of  the  Day  till  the  Evening,  we  were  divinely 
comforted  together  in  ihe  Love  of  Godj  in  which  we  had  many  tender 
Seasons  together,  as  at  other  Times  and  Places ;  to  the  Praise  of  his 
great  Name,  who  is  CioD  worthy  for  ever. 

The  Friends  who  came  with  me,  viz.  Jacob  Moral,  Htnry  Dow  and 
his  Wife,  Lydia  Norton,  lliomai  Dow,  and  some  others,  departing,  1 
went,  at  the  Request  oi  John  Kceser,  (a  young  Man  who  had  not  been 
long  convinced)  with  him  to  the  Priest  of  that  Town,  (a  most  imbittercd 
Enemy  to  the  Way  of  Truth,  and  all  that  walk  therein  in  this  Dispensa- 
tion) who  had  desired  to  speak  with  him  about  his  dissenting  from  him 
and  the  common  Presbyterian  Way. 

At  our  first  Entrance  into  the  House,  this  Priest  look'd  very  surly, 
haughty,  and  ill-natur'd,  and,  in  an  imperious  (iesture,  bid  us  sit  down, 
which  we  did ;  d^wljohn  AV^fy^T  told  him,  "  He  had  heard  he  desired 
to  speak  with  him,  and  was  now  come  to  know  the  Matter."  Then  he 
began  and  said,  "John,  I  have  had  a- mind  to  speak  with  you  a  long  Time, 
to  know  your  Reasons  for  neglecting  the  publick  Worship,  and  desert- 
ing me,  who  have  Charge  over  you,  to  follow  the  Errors  of  the  Quakers  ; 
who  deny  Salvation  by  Jesus  Christ,  and  follow  their  Light  within  ;  But 
I  could  not  meet  with  you,  though  I  came  to  your  House  on  purpose." 

John  Kfeser  replied,  "  I  heard  of  it,  and  am  now  come  to  hear  what 
thou  hast  to  say."     Then  said  the  Priest,  "  You  are  a  perverse  Fellow; 
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99.    An  Evangelist  in  Georgia  (i 735/6-1 737) 

BY    REVEREND   JOHN    WESLEY 

Wwlcy  was  the  founder  of  the  Methodist  church  in  England  and  America.  His 
journal  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  sources  for  the  religious  history  of  the  time.  — 
Bibliography:  Winsor,  Xarrafiv^  and  Critical  J/istory,  V,  402-404;  Channing  and 
Hart,  Guiiif,  §  loj;  John  Henry  Overton, /(?A«  WesUy. 

C'l/JVD.  Feb,  I.  We  spoke  with  a  ship  of  Carolina  :  and  Wedn.  4. 
^  came  within  Soundings.  About  Noon  the  Trees  were  visible  from 
the  Mast,  and  in  the  Afternoon  from  the  Main  Deck,  In  the  Evening 
Lesson  were  these  Words,  A  great  Door  and  Effectual  a  opened.  O  let 
no  one  shut  it ! 

Thursd.  Feb.  5.  Between  Two  and  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  God 
brought  us  all  safe  into  the  Savannah  River.  We  cast  anchor  near 
Zj-^i-^-Islandj,  where  the  Groves  of  Pines,  running  along  the  Shore, 
made  an  agreeable  Prospect,  shewing,  as  it  were  the  Bloom  of  Spring 
in  the  fJepth  of  Winter. 

Fnd.  6.  About  eight  in  the  Morning,  we  first  set  foot  on  American 
Ground,  It  was  a  small,  uninhabited  Island,  over  against  Tybee^  Mr. 
Oglethorpe  led  us  to  a  rising  Ground,  where  we  all  kneel'd  down  to  give 
Thanks.  .  .  . 

Thursd.  19,  My  Brother  and  I  took  Boat,  and  passing  by  Savannah, 
went  to  pay  our  first  Visit  in  America  to  the  poor  Heathens.  But 
neither  Tamo  Chachi  nor  Sinauky  were  at  home.  Coming  back,  we 
watted  upon  Mr.  Causton,  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Savannah.  From 
him  we  went  with  Mr.  Spadgenberg  to  the  Moravian  Brethren.  About 
Eleven  we  returned  to  the  Boat,  and  came  to  our  Ship  about  Four  in 
the  Morning. 

Sat.  21.  Mary  Welch,  aged  Eleven  Days,  was  baptized  according  to 
the  Custom  or  [of]  the  First  Church,  and  the  Rule  of  the  Church  of 
England,  by  Immersion,  The  Child  was  ill  then,  but  recover'd  from 
that  Hour. 

Tu.  24.  ...  At  our  return  the  next  day,  (Mr.  Quincy  being  then  in 
the  House  wherein  we  afterwards  were)  Mr.  Delamoite  and  1  took  up 
our  Lodging  with  the  Germans.  We  had  now  an  Opportunity  Day  by 
Day,  of  observing  their  whole  behaviour.  For  we  were  in  one  Room 
with  them  from  Morning  to  Night,  unless  for  the  little  Time  I  spent  in 
walking.  They  were  always  em  ploy 'd,  always  chearful  themselves,  and 
in  good  Humour  with  one  another.     They  had  put  away  all  Anger  and 
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'Ji.<'  /fit.'  H'ijut:  All'.,  utokiiii:  u:  in:  Kimii  wa>  as  iigh:  a.- 
tiav  all'  !  SHiw  ..  lUitii  II.  vrrv  i»ripn:  noain-  siani.  D\  tnr  Dec.  wiw-  saiii. 
*'  t't^Hi'f  \^^'*fi-  f,t'  \;>u-  £u..  t.-  n/jT'.  ■  luiv.  tncT  immedutel\  al. 
v>u>  uar>:  a.-  iMfiv^it  '  I  u»K  tiiu:  "  TiH  .-Aavjcf  wa^  ctxi.;  wnence-soeu'er 
r  <_uiu'.-.'  ii  ..  ic«  ua>>  lit  rr«.*uvrrft.  iron  ni-  ihness  Hir-  whote 
Icuipc  Ma^  r.uati^tn.:  d^  wel  a>  ni>  iih-  ani.  Sf  conimuec  w  be.  til 
jJlc?  Hue*.  v»'  K»uT  Mt:ek.r  IK  rfidiphrc  aiK.  liifv.  ii.  i>eacx.   .   .   . 

.i>^/./"  Ajf.  4-  Alttju'.  r».»uT  II.  iiir  an^rriK»oL.  :  se:  on:  foi  Freaenca, 
111  i.  Icituiu^..  li.  >L»r.  o:  fidi-itoiiiiu-i  I.  Ljiiit..  Tm  nexi  E\'enii4:  wp 
iiiicijjr  1  ijCci'  .^,(W\t.-yi\  iSMiii..  wiitrrt  Uiv  «mi-'  a:  Flood  was  twelve  or 
IwurxLi:  i  %/v^'.  o^cj .  I  wrap:  m\>tf|-'  iii  iron.  neat,  tc-  too:,  ir  a  iarge 
<:ioa/:.  K  f.*,cj  of  lut  b»iiii--}''iie^.  iiDL  :a\  uowt;  oi.  rnt  -IjuaTie:  I»eck. 
iicUxcJ  Oii«.  uJ*C  !  «*v  .'  MUKd.  uiiutr^  waitr:.  iieiii^.  so  ias:  asieep  that  I 
du:  i*«j*  i.i,<  kV(,i.fr  \  nu>  III.  Ill'*  Mjoiiti.  wa.-  nil  o'  i:  Having  iefi  mv 
t:loar.  ]  t^x.'jw  u\>\  iiw»  uj/oi  '^c-:*;.  I  swiin  round  in  tnt  otne:  side  of 
liit:  ]"'tu;att-^«a,  ^uv.iK  ».  JAM^  ^»il^  ly  c.  aiiL  ciiiiie:  m-  by  the  Tor»e.  wirb- 
ouf  aiiv  iiiiiij  Uiwtc  tuiiL  Mc'.'.iit^-  iii\  duiithis.  Turn.  ar.  :iie  C»od  of  whom 
t,<j!iii:ii.  .Sat;Ai;u(j  .    J  iiyi.  iir.  tiji;  Jvjrc  l'>  wii^Mri  »*:  es'jaj»e  death.  .  .  . 

J  nun.  \\\xvx  _  lo.  '^Vv  Uc^itii  ;■.•  cAt'-ultr  a:  J^'rdmza,  whal  we  had 
iu-lojc  aj^iiriid  Lw  'iv  ui  .^iJiUfittUfi.  Our  J>.•^»l^L  wa^  on  JJ*'Bi]f'arivf  m  ibe 
Ai'cJii'^vii.  uiid  tvei)  Kvcuiu^  y.fi«r?  i^'j-jl.'.i:  i>r-\ir.t.  l:>  s;iend  some  time 
wii.ij  Uit  iiiusi  SKTiyut  '-»!'  Lilt  <y^i«!U'.i!ii'^.u'i&.  !•-  sinfini;.  reading  and 
<  .yiivcjauUvii  i  ilia  h\ciiijj^  >»«:  iiifj  vniy  .Vi/z-A'  //'■j!.  But  on  Sunday 
ivjj  //////,  aii'j  >*■'>  iij«<»rc  desiicd  l*;  ix-  airM;'.i*-'j.  ^rer  a  psa]m  and  a 
JiM.'c  «  .;ij'.cj;j.tn>i;,  J  fcud  Ml.  /Mti/'t  ChmtiaH  Pff/f:tz<'r.,3n^  concluded 

Willi   JiiOlljCX   j^dullJJ.     .     .     . 

////,;■/  2i.   t nj.iLi\itni  biuh  '  </i/liiCM  in  Mr. >  behaviour,  I  asked 

Jjiijj  ilii.  it.j.:</ii  lA  a.  lie  MtDWcr'ii,  "  I  like  nothinj;  you  do;  all  your 
bcjiijiiU:]  Jic  ."^aijic^  ii|/i^n  jiajoiiilar  {/crxjii^.  'I'herefore  I  will  never 
Itc.Ji   /'/-i  iijwic      A()<1  ull  tlic  jicii|/le  arc  of  my  mind.     For  we  won't 

"  liLAiik.  i1jl>  auy,  iliuy  uic   I'roicralaiilti.     liut  m  for  You,  they  can't 
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An   Evangelist  in  Georgia 

tell  what  Religion  you  are  of.  They  never  heard  of  such  a  religion 
before.  They  do  not  know  what  to  make  of  it.  And  then,  your  private 
behaviour  —  All  the  Quarrels  that  have  been  here  since  you  came,  have 
been  long  of  you.  Indeed  there  is  neither  man  nor  woman  in  the  Town, 
who  minds  a  word  you  say.  And  so  you  may  preach  long  enough  ;  but 
no  body  will  come  to  hear  yon/' 

He  was  too  warm  for  hearing  an  answer.  So  I  had  nothing  to  do» 
but  to  thank  him  for  his  openness,  and  walk  away.  .  .  . 

SaturJ.  July  31.  We  came  to  Charks-Town,  The  Church  is  of 
Brick,  but  plaisler'd  over  like  Stone,  I  believe  it  would  contain  three 
or  four  Thousand  Persons.  About  three  Hundred  were  present  at  the 
Morning  Ser\'ice  the  next  day,  (when  Mr.  Garden  desired  me  to  preach) 
about  fifty  at  the  Holy  Communion.  I  was  glad  to  see  several  Negroes 
at  Church  ;  one  of  whom  told  me,  "she  was  there  constantly;  and  that 
her  old  Mistress  (now  dead)  had  many  times  instructed  her  in  the  Chris- 
tian Religion."  .  .  . 

[August  2.]  At  Thunderbolt  we  took  Boat,  and  on  Friday  Aug,  13, 
came  to  Fredtrica,  where  I  deliverM  Mr.  O.  the  Letters,  I  had  brought 
from  Carolina.  The  next  r>ay  he  set  out  for  Fort  St.  Gforgi.  From 
that  time  I  had  less  and  less  Prospect  of  doing  good  at  Frederica  ; 
many  there  being  extremely  zealous,  and  indefattgably  diligent  to  pre- 
vent it :  And  few  of  the  rest  daring  to  shew  themselves  of  another  mind, 
for  fear  of  their  displeasure. 

Sat.  28.  I  set  apart,  (out  of  the  Few  we  had)  a  few  Books  towards  a 
Library  at  Frederica.  ...  .  . 

[January,  1737.]  In  my  passage  home,  having  procured  a  celebrated 
Bo>k,  the  Works  of  A'it/iolas  Mac  hi  are  l^  I  set  myself  carefully  to  read 
and  consider  it.  I  beg:ui  with  a  prejudice  in  his  Favour  ;  having  been 
in  formed »  he  had  often  been  misunderstood,  and  greatly  misrepresented. 
I  weigh'd  the  Sentiments  that  were  less  common  ;  transcribed  the  pas- 
sages wherein  they  were  f  ontained  ;  compared  one  Passage  with  another, 
and  endeavoured  to  form  a  cool,  impartial  Judgment ;  And  my  cool 
Judgement  is,  That  if  all  the  other  doctrines  of  Devils  which  have  been 
committed  to  Writing,  since  Letters  were  in  the  world,  were  collected 
together  in  one  \"olume,  it  would  fall  short  of  this :  And,  that  should  a 
l^rince  form  himself  by  this  book,  so  calmly  recommending  Hypocrisy, 
Treachery,  Lying,  Robliery,  Oppression,  Adultery,  Whoredom  and  Murder 
of  all  kinds  ;  Domitian  or  Nero  would  be  an  Angel  of  Light,  compared 
to  that  Man.  .  .  . 
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■.-/     fitr-i   ..         TTt  li     ':T3ic-^5     jr    Tcorvxa    .n  xcouni    n    tie 

.rf     -w       xr.rncc     ij.n  larri     .     771.     1     /tZ.r-T    .  -77.       V'ncn. 

^".mv.-Air     x:;\i.iraiiiirr  xiieecei      -  i::c     i      ."jairma  r.t     "•iTKHinje 

!  Mi;-"      nil     jumevs     1  '-'ti-'T-j:    aiouarcc     jr     Ir.  J^t^rttrte   inii 
»«•         4*.  .i    .*i. 

i  -..»  r-r.i.*'::  iir.ii:-;:;r.:.  .•in:  -q:  nc  oscrrt*  .ji  an  lime  niur' 
.■-.*-  **:.-=  -.I'  r:  .-;  .iiautc  :  -os€.  ^.'-  jiscrr.  •iiKi  tiU  ii;r 
r^a'-r  .  .».-  rv-^T  "leis  ■'':ir  it^r:  e  '^•roiiv  rsjjr.  L  o  iii  vil. ' 
J I  **-3rr  »":i  a.r  71-..-.:..  esis:::-'.  :  js  rvl.  l.rrrsore.  ij:  lirrnii  ~c, 
'*7^ru'  .I  -..  ..nr,  i-.^rr.er:.  r:^-.:  "•::  z-.r?  -amts-lv  u  iim.  ?: 
r-,.-,. .    .ir..-,r    .»•-.;    tfs.r.:;r.^'    r.    ze.        -XM        lc.'»    ui.i    an    i^uxt^.i.   Hi 

*  ».'    .-.I    ■  .  -.'     r.i   u'.    er.a   r-rtn.  .la    -.^r.:  ^'-  .-.s  ".T-iti. 

*■ '/»'--         -Ui        T  ff-.j    er.:    or     v    .r.tr   it...    ;*u    jettn   ie«"5rL 

.-.t.    .f   1  *■      .■:ri -•.    If    <»."!/       3-.::   vni    luw    irrr-.v.v     rm"ni:tM     ui  virt 

*  ..  .1    .r:.,.r       .r   »\\t       -..Vl     r-zji.\^v.Js    irr*-.. n  I.   j>    Tie   ire":iLs 

r..   :    t    ..  r.  .\   i.  ri.  vu '.    :.r  jrr^::!    Luifc^r    ii    :  ■nirmuna  i  "nerairtir 

.*   »  ,/.r.    :.;.  v.  ..^!(.M       ..::.:  w.x   rw  t^^Xx^r.   :n   iitf  n-n-  ui—nis  I 

...;.     ...■■■■:     ..   j'-vkx*   .»    .'.rr  m  r^»j--   :i   -.  .':.-r-      ri:  ii:r  rriti    -j:.l:  I 

»■./'       ..    j'vi.'   •.»■   :-.(•    mrTun^    :i    iiriiisriir"-       T\x:  »is  ri-'i  s:ir- 

,    .w-         ..'•..„..-:  "'..ir    n    *--r—    -...n:*   ▼-■iri    I  :a-*  ye: 

-    -... J..--,    i  i<      V  ."iT^    I  -.a :»■..:  :  .'-:>;'^    :e'":i  i.»T» ;>:".:" i 

■■ .   s   .. !..i-    1        •    *  '■:. i.' :  : .  --.t— ..:t.  i  r»fi>:  :5  in 

.   .   .-;■:■.  :  ■  '    .•''.,■    •-■..•.-.  :-:c-ii-«:i    i"  iSs-red 

*-.    :    .w.i     i.'.t"    i*    •  ;* :   i»   ::   :>   ::   rercver  a 

..  :  .   v.  f*-.-  ,,f    ;:.   :•.•':■:.      I   .-::yitflf  have   knonm 

,    •     , Ii'    li«i*»  f  '  ori.-f'r-l        .    . 

•  ,.>•    «  ■  .....-..••.'I  11. y   iirt-ijJi,  vkh-!'i<rr  Tiod  did  not  call 

...     .   /■....'■•.,/'      If,.    i.-.iviii  roj  *h.'p.  I  '.eft  it  had  no*%'  no 

'  ' ...    f  ...:ii>ili)>    \-.   >«J     if   iiiiir'ii-tiii:;   the   InMan<  . 

'     '  '        ,   •  • I   .1  !•'  it.l -.1  ut\  ///./MtfwMi  the  continent  of 

•.      '.    I    'I.     !■  ..I     I-  -iM     ii   lii-in^;   Mi.lMnie*!.     And  as  to 
.    t.  ..       .      ■..  I,-,  'I   lilt ;« ir,  i-jtiiii    l»v   word  iir  letter,  to 

■  «-.  '  ■.,    '•  I   ,!...ii'l  lu.lj-M    « .iiivi-iiiciii,  iiur  even  taken 

I     .         •    -t.      ,      I  I-     ..•,     -ill  I.H.. .   iti.iii   .1.   Ill   iii\    lla.'^^age   to   the 


I 


•1 


■  .i.     II  I.,  'm    ihII\  -Ii.*  luij;i-».l  therefrom,  by 


Letter 


the  vacating  of  that  design.  Besides,  there  was  a  probability  of  doing 
more  sendee  to  that  unhappy  people,  in  Engiami  than  I  could  do  in 
Georgia,  by  representing  without  fear  or  favour  to  the  Trustees,  the  real 
stale  the  Colony  was  in.  After  deeply  considering  these  things,  they 
were  unanimous,  That  I  ought  to  go.  But  not y ft.  So  I  laid  the  thoughts 
of  it  aside  for  the  present :  Being  persuaded,  that  when  the  time  was 
come,  God  would  make  the  way  plain  bejorf  my  fate.  .   .  . 

Ffiifay,  Dfc.  2.  ,  .  .  In  the  Afternoon  the  Magistrates  publish 'd  an 
Order  requiring  all  the  Officers  and  Centinels,  to  prevent  my  going  out 
of  the  Provhice ;  and  forbidding  any  person  to  assist  me  so  to  do. 
Bemg  now  only  a  Prisoner  at  large,  in  a  Place  where  I  knew  by  experi- 
ence, every  Day  would  give  fresh  opportunity,  to  procure  Evidence  of 
words  I  never  said,  and  actions  I  never  did ;  I  saw  clearly  the  Hour  was 
come  for  leaving  this  Place  :  And  as  soon  as  Evening  Prayers  were  over, 
about  Eight  o'Clock,  the  Tide  then  serving,  I  shook  oft"  the  dust  of  my 
Feet,  and  left  Georgia,  after  having  preach'd  the  Gospel  there  (not  as  I 
ought,  but  as  I  was  able)  one  Year,  and  nearly  Nine  Months. 

{An  Extract  of  the  Re%f.  Mr.fohn  Wesley'' s  JonrnaL  from  Oct,  14,  i73S*  to  fan. 
sg,  lySj^y  8-52  passim.  (Taken  from  a  contemporary  copy,  of  which  the 
title-page  is  missing.) 


100.    A  Good  Man's  Letter  (1752) 

BY    GOVERNOR  JONATHAN    BELCHER 

Belcher  had  been  Massachusetls's  agent  in  England,  and  later  governor  of  the 
province.  At  this  time  he  was  governor  of  New  jersey.  The  letter  is  inserted  as 
an  excellent  example  of  the  formal  hut  sincere  expression  of  a  Christian  gentleman. 
—  Bibliography  :  Palfrey,  A'Vir  England!,  IV,  5 1 7-5  79;  Winsor,  A'arrative  and  Criti- 
tat  //}  story,  V,  l(>6-l6g. 

Dear  Mr  Whitefield  &  Worthy  Sir 

YOUR  Excellently  good  and  religious  Letter  of  the  13'!'  of  Oct. 
1 750  came  to  my  hands  the  May  following  and  which  I  had 
Answered  long  before  now  But  that  your  Sudden  Motions  from  place  to 
place  made  me  quite  at  a  loss  how  to  get  a  Letter  in  safety  to  you  and 
I  now  Cover  this  to  the  Care  of  our  good  Friend  Mr  Bradford  of  Phil 
for  its  better  Conveyance. 

D""  Sir  hovv  much  have  you  disappointed  great  Numb"  of  your  longing 
Friends  by  not  making  a  Stride  a  Cross  the  Ocean  from  Carolina  hither 
of  which  we  were  big  with  Expect"  but  we  must  Submit  believing  your 
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great  Master  Steers  i  marks  out  your  Paths  so  as  shall  best  of  all  Con- 
tribate  to  the  build*  up  and  Enlargement  of  His  Kingdom  of  Grace  here 
and  thereby  titting  Multitudes  of  Souls  to  be  His  Subjects  in  His  King- 
dom of  Glory  thro'  the  endless  Ages  of  a  Happy  Eternity  Amen, 

I  thank  you  tho'  I  am  quite  Ashamed  that  any  ihmg  of  mine  should 
pass  under  the  Correct  Eye  of  the  Excellent  &  pious  Countess  of  Hunt- 
ingdon who  is  so  Bright  an  Omara'  nay  I  may  say  a  Constellation  in  the 
Church  of  Christ  here  &  who  will  (I  doubt  not)  hereafter  Shine  as  the 
Stars  for  ever  &  Ev'  &  now  thro'  your  kind  interposition  I  presume  to 
Address  Her  Ladyship  by  the  Inclos'd  which  I  leave  open  for  you 
to  read  &  then  Clap  to  the  Seal  and  deliver  it  and  this  is  an  honour 
I  shou'd  not  venture  to  do  my  Self  but  that  I  depend  upon  your  Good- 
ness to  obtain  Her  Ladyships  Pardon  for  the  trouble  of  this  Nature.  .  .  . 

And  now.  Sir,  let  me  thank  you  once  more  for  your  kind  &  generous 
Concern  for  the  Welf.ire  of  the  Infant  College  in  this  Province  w***  I 
anure  you  creeps  along  with  great  difficulty  —  the  Trustees  chose 
M^  Pemberton  the  last  Fall  to  take  a  Voyage  to  great  Britain  in  favour 
of  tlic  College  but  when  the  thing  came  before  his  Church  and  Congre- 
gation they  wou'd  by  no  means  beprevail'd  upon  to  let  him  go. 

And  this  Spring  M'  President  Burr  was  pitcht  upon  for  the  same  pur- 
pose but  his  fear  of  the  small  Pox  and  the  difficulty  of  finding  a  person 
to  take  the  Care  of  the  College  in  his  absence  have  render'd  a  Second 
Attempt  in  this  matter  abortive  however  we  intend  at  the  next  Meeting 
of  the  Trustees  to  try  if  some  other  person  can't  be  ftaund  for  this  Service 
which  seems  to  me  must  be  the  dernier  resort  for  Encourageing  and  Es- 
nblishing  this  New  Seminary  nor  will  I  despair  but  Conclude  with  the 
great  Pharisaical  D*  if  it  he  of  Ckxl  it  cannot  be  overthrown  I  heartily 
ask  your  Prayers  for  its  prosperity. 

O  Sir  as  often  as  I  read  your  ingeniotis  &  pious  Letters  they  rejoice 
my  Heart  and  refresh  my  Bowels  and  I  am  particularly  glad  to  find  that 
you  were  at  good  Lidy  Huntingdon'  with  three  other  Clergy  men  that 
love  and  prcar.h  Christ  Jesus  &  that  you  can  give  me  the  pleasing  Ac- 
count of  several  Instances  where  the  Sovereign  Grace  of  God  has  taken 
place  in  ihe  Hearts  of  Persons  of  High  Degree  how  pleasing  is  the  pros- 
pect when  such  are  posting  to  the  Celestial  Canaan  with  their  faces 
thitherward  .      .     p^^^^^  jocent  Exempla  cogunt. 

How  sweet  Sir  must  be  your  Meditation  when  your  Soul  rolls  inwaid 
lo  Consider  that  you  are  Sincerely  will«  to  spend  and  be  spent  in  the 
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A  Plan  for  American  Bishops 

Cause  of  your  Blessed  Lord  &  Master  and  may  you  still  go  on  in  His 
Strength  to  win  many  Souls  to  Righteousness  every  one  of  which  will  be 
a  bright  Gem  iii  the  glorious  Crown  with  w*^''  the  Great  God  Man  will 
wreathe  your  Temples  in  the  great  day  of  his  appear*  Amen  and 
Araen  1  ,  .  , 

William  A.  Whitehead,  editor,  Documents  relaiing  to  the  Colonial  History 
of  the  State  of  New  Jet  sey  (Newark,  1885),  VII 1  (i),  %^-%b  passim. 
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1 01.    A  Plan  for  American  Bishops  (1758) 

BY    ARCHBISHOP    THOMAS    SECKER 

Seeker  was  archbishop  of  Canterbury  at  this  time.  This  letter  is  telected  out  of 
icveral  of  similar  tenor.  Dr.  Samud  Johnson,  Rector  of  King's  (now  Columbia)  Col- 
lege, was  much  interested  in  the  scheme.  For  its  pohlical  effects,  see  No.  147  below. 
—  Hibliugraphy :  Palfrey,  Nrw  Enghimi,  V,  245-255 ;  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Criti- 
cal i/istory^  VI,  243-245 1   Charming  and  Hart,  Guitie^  §  1 33. 

ALL  these  things  will  contribute,  directly  or  indirectly,  to  facilitate 
what  we  must  ever  pray  and  labour  for,  till  we  obttiin  it,  the  estab- 
hshmenl  of  Bishops  of  our  Church  in  America.  This  I  have  long  had 
at  heart  :  and  not  only  said  but  written  a  great  deal  in  favor  of  it  to  such 
as  I  hoped  might  be  brought  off  from  their  prejudices,  either  wholly  or 
in  some  measure.  Nor,  unsuccessful  as  the  attempts  have  been  shall  I 
ever  abandon  the  scheme,  as  long  as  I  live.  But  pushing  it  openly  at 
present  would  certainly  prove  both  fruitless  and  detrimental.  They 
alone  are  judges  of  opportunities,  who  know  the  dispositions  and  influ- 
ences of  persons  and  parties :  which  cannot  always  be  explained  to 
others.  The  design  when  some  years  ago  it  seemed  to  be  in  great 
forwardness,  received  a  most  mortifying  check,  by  means  of  an  unsea- 
sonable ste|),  which  a  worthy  and  able  prelate  took  to  promote  it,  and 
of  which  its  opposers  made  their  advantage.  The  time  is  not  yet  come 
for  retrieving  the  ground  then  lost :  though  I  believe  the  King  to  be 
well  disposed ;  and  those,  whom  he  consults,  to  be,  in  general,  either 
not  averse,  or  only  so  through  groundless  fears.  But  in  the  mean  while, 
both  you  and  we  may  be  seeking  occasions,  in  friendly  and  seemingly 
accidental  discourse,  and  with  better  effect  as  we  can  truly  affirm,  that 
no  plan  for  this  purpose  lies  now,  or  will  be  laid  soon  before  our  supe- 
riors, to  shew  men,  that  nothing  was  ever  intended,  at  which  Christians 
of  any  denomination  have  cause  to  be  alarmed  :  but  merely  a  provision 
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that  t)i06e  of  our  Communion  in  the  Colonies  might  have  that  complete 
and  easy  exercise  of  even'  branch  of  their  religion  which  others  there 
have,  and  would  complain  bitterly  if  they  had  not ;  and  ought  therefore 
from  the  love  which  tlie>'  profes  of  universal  harmless  lil)erty,  not  only 
to  consent  that  our  people  should  have  but  join  to  procure  it  for  them. 
The  powerful  objection  made  at  home  against  our  proposal^  is,  that  the 
Dissenters  abroad  have  terrible  apprehensions  of  being  injured  by  it 
And  m  pro|X)rtion  as  their  remonstrances  are  vehement^  our  endeavours 
will  be  unpromising.  Therefore  the  principal  point  is  to  convince  them, 
that  whatever  the  Bishops  were,  from  whom  their  ancestors  fled  into  the 
Sew  World,  those  of  the  present  age  are,  and  have  always  been,  most 
sincere  patrons  of  extensive  toleration  ;  and  that  we  are  for  sending  per- 
sons of  our  own  order  into  America,  not  to  claim  the  least  juristliction 
over  them,  but  merely  to  ordain  Ministers  for  Episcopal  Congregations, 
without  the  trouble,  expense,  and  hazard  of  a  voyage  to  England ;  a 
burthen,  to  which  if  they  were  subjected,  they  would  think  insupport- 
able, to  confirm  from  time  to  time  the  Youth  of  those  congregations ;  a 
practice  which  rightly  or  wrongly  we  hold  in  high  esteem  ;  and  to  exer- 
cise such  discipline  in  those  congregations  only»  as  they  exercise  by 
ordained  Presbyters  or  lay  Elders ;  which  discipline  of  ours  would  no 
more  hurt  them,  than  theirs  hurls  us.  To  these  Representations  they 
will  pay  more  regard,  if  we  are  careful  not  to  give  them  unnecessary 
offence  in  any  thing  :  but  in  every  thing  to  oblige  them;  as  far  as  there 
is  room  fur  it,  without  betraying  the  doctrines,  the  interests  or  the 
honour  of  our  Church, 

I  conceived  it  would  l>e  best  to  lay  before  yon,  thus  plainly  and  dis- 
tinctly, my  judgment  concerning  the  due  method  of  conducting  the 
affairs  of  the  Society.  If  in  any  article  we  differ,  I  beg  you  will  commu- 
nicate to  me  your  opinion  and  your  arguments  for  it,  with  the  utmost 
freedom  ;  and  be  assured,  it  will  give  me  pleasure.  Where  we  agree, 
you  will  have  the  goodness  to  lead  others  into  the  same  way  of  thinking, 
and  a  suitable  course  of  behaviour.  .  .  .  Thus  let  us  each  be  doing  the 
best  we  can,  antl  leave  the  event  to  God.  That  his  blessing  may  be  on 
all  who  sen-'e  him  in  the  tJospel  of  his  Son,  particularly  on  you  and  your 
College,  our  Clergy  in  America  and  their  people,  is  the  fervent  prayer  of 

Your  loving  brother 
(signed)         Tho  r  Cant. 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  DocunuHti  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  tkt 
State  of  Neu^yofk  (Albany,  1856),  VU.  348-349- 


I 


I 


I 


I 


CHAPTER  XVI  — SLAVERY  AND  SERVITUDE 
1 02.    The  First  Vote  against  Slavery  (1688) 

BV  THE  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  THE  GERMANTOWN  QUAKERS 

The  Eigitation  against  slavery  was  at  this  period  confined  chieBy  to  the  Quakers. 
The  minute  was  sent  to  the  Yearly  Meeting  at  Burlington,  which  declined  to  confirm 
it. —  bibliography:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History,  V,  243-245;  Chao- 
ning  and  Hart,  Cuitie,  §  148.  —  On  slavery,  see  also  Conttmporarits,  I,  No.  86,  and 
III;  and  Nos.  103-108  below.     On  the  Quakers,  see  Nos.  98  above  and  106  below. 

'T^HIS  is  to  the  monthly  meeting  held  at  Richard  WorTeH's : 

X  These  are  the  reasons  why  we  are  against  the  traffic  of  men- 
body,  as  followeth :  Is  there  any  that  would  be  done  or  handled  at  this 
manner  ?  viz.,  to  be  sold  or  made  a  slave  for  all  the  time  of  his  life  ?  How 
fearfid  and  faint-hearted  are  many  at  sea,  when  they  see  a  strange  vessel, 
being  afraid  it  should  be  a  Turk,  and  they  should  be  taken,  and  sold  for 
slaves  into  Turkey.  Now,  what  is  this  better  done,  than  Turks  do? 
Yea,  rather  it  is  worse  for  them,  which  say  they  are  Christians  ;  for  we 
hear  that  the  most  part  of  such  negers  are  brought  hither  against  their 
will  and  consent,  and  that  many  of  them  are  stolen.  Now,  though  they 
are  black,  we  cannot  conceive  there  is  more  liberty  to  have  them  slaves, 
as  [than]  it  is  to  have  other  white  ones.  There  is  a  saying,  that  we 
should  do  to  all  men  like  as  we  will  be  done  ourselves ;  making  no  dif- 
ference of  what  generation,  descent,  or  colour  they  are.  And  those  who 
steal  or  rob  men,  and  those  who  buy  or  purchase  them,  are  they  not  all 
alike?  Here  is  liberty  of  conscience,  which  is  right  and  reasonable; 
here  ought  to  be  likewise  liberty  of  the  body,  except  of  evil-doers,  which 
is  another  case.  But  to  bring  men  hither,  or  to  rob  and  sell  them 
against  their  will,  we  stand  against.  In  Europe,  there  are  many 
oppressed  for  conscience -sake ;  and  here  there  are  those  oppressed 
which  are  of  a  black  colour.  And  we  who  know  that  men  must  not 
t'ommit  adultery  —  some  do  commit  adultery  in  others,  separating  wives 
from  iheir  husbands,  and  giving  them  to  others  :  and  some  sell  the 
children  of  these  poor  creatures  to  other  men.  Ah  !  do  consider  well 
this  thing,  you  who  do  it,  if  yon  would  be  done  at  this  manner  —  and 
if  it  is  done  according  to  Christianity  !  You  surpass  Holland  and  (ler- 
many  in  this  thing.     This  makes  an  ill  report  in  all  those  countries  of 
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Europe,  where  they  hear  of  [it,]  that  the  Quakers  do  here  handel  men 
as  they  handel  there  the  cattle.  And  for  that  reason  some  have  no 
mind  or  inclination  to  come  hither.  And  who  shall  maintain  this  your 
cause,  or  plead  for  it  ?  Truly,  we  cannot  do  so,  except  you  shall  inform 
us  better  hereof,  viz. :  that  Christians  have  liberty  to  practise  these 
things.  Pray,  what  thing  in  the  world  can  be  done  worse  towards  us, 
than  if  men  should  rob  or  steal  us  away,  and  sell  us  for  slaves  to  strange 
countries  ;  separating  husbands  from  their  wives  and  children.  Being 
now  this  is  not  done  in  the  manner  we  would  be  done  at ;  therefore, 
we  contradict,  and  are  against  this  traffic  of  men- body.  .And  we  who 
profess  that  it  is  not  lawful  to  steal,  must.  likewise,  avoid  to  purchase 
such  things  as  are  stolen,  but  rather  help  to  stop  this  robbing  and  steal- 
ing, if  ix>ssible.  And  such  men  ought  to  be  delivered  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  robbers,  and  set  free  as  in  Europe.  Then  is  Pennsylvania  to 
have  a  good  report,  instead,  it  hath  now  a  bad  one,  for  this  sake,  in 
other  countries :  Especially  whereas  the  Europeans  are  desirous  to  know 
in  wh:ii  manner  /At  Quakers  do  rule  in  their  province ;  and  most  of 
them  ilo  look  upon  us  with  an  envious  eye.  But  if  this  is  done  welU 
what  Nhull  we  say  is  done  evil? 

If  once*  these  slaves  (which  they  say  are  so  wicked  and  stubborn 
nten.  i  should  join  themselves  —  fight  for  their  freedom,  and  handel  their 
masters  and  mistresses,  as  they  did  handel  them  before  ;  will  these 
iuastrr>  and  unstresses  take  the  sword  at  hand  and  Mrar  against  these 
pool  slaves,  like,  as  we  are  able  to  believe,  some  will  not  reftise  to  do? 
(.)r,  have  these  |)oor  nepers  not  as  much  right  to  fight  for  their  freedom, 
Ott  you  have  lo  keep  them  slaves? 

Now  cousivler  well  this  thing,  if  it  is  good  or  bad.  And  in  case  you 
find  It  to  be  .^cod  to  handel  these  blacks  in  that  mouner,  we  desire  and 
rv^iiiie  vuu  hereby  lovuigly,  that  you  may  inform  us  herein,  which  at 
thi^  tune  nevt^r  was  (.lone,  vi/..  that  Christians  iiave  such  a  liberty  to  do 
so.  To  the  end  we  shall  \yi  -satisfied  on  this  i>oint,  and  satisfy  likewise  our 
:;ouil  irtt'iitis  iiid  acv|tiaintaiices  in  our  native  country,  to  wiiom  it  is  a. 
terroi.  i>r  leariui  tiung,  tiuit  men  >hould  be  iiaudelled  io  iu  Pennsylvania. 

rhi>  t>  troui  '.uir  inecimg  at  ( rcnnautown.  held  >"  tSth  of  the  »d 
luonih,  I  oi>8,  to  \y<.  delivered  to  the  luouthly  meeting  .it  Richanl  Worrell's. 

CiARKfcTl     liEM'tJtlCH, 

FRA*Ni;i>    LXVMfcL    rA:)lOaiUS| 
.AfiRAM   OP    Uiv   GRAEFF. 


First  Vote  against  Slavery 

At  our  monthly  meetmg,  at  Dublin,  y'  30th  ad  mo.,  1688,  we  having 
inspected  >'*  matter,  above  mentioned,  and  considered  of  it,  we  find  it 
so  weighty  that  we  think  it  not  expedient  for  us  to  meddle  with  it  here, 
but  do  rather  commit  it  to  y*"  consideration  of  y*  quarterly  meeting ;  y* 
tenor  of  it  being  related  to  y*  tnith. 

On  behalf  of  y*  monthly  meeting, 

Jo.  Hart. 

The  Friend^  ];xnM3xy  13,  1844;  reprinted  in  George  H.  Moore,  iVb/^j  on  the 
History  of  Slavery  in  Massachusetts  (New  York,  1866),  74-77. 


1 03.    **  The  Selling  of  Joseph  '*  ( 1 700) 
"by  the  hon'ui.e  judge  sewall  in  new  England" 

Thia  paper  was  the  first  abolitionist  tract  in  America. —  For  Sewall,  see  Content' 
poraries,  I,  No,  149,  and  No.  18  above. 

FORASMUCH  as  IJBKRTY  is  in  real  value  next  unto  Life  ;  Nom 
ought  to  part  7C>ifh  it  themselves ,  or  deprive  others  of  it,  hut  upon 
most  mature  consideration. 

The  Numerousness  of  Slaves  at  this  Day  in  the  Province,  and  the 
Uneasiness  of  them  under  their  Slavery,  hath  put  many  upon  thinking 
whether  the  Foundation  of  it  be  firmly  and  well  laid  ;  so  as  to  sustain 
the  V;ist  Weight  that  is  bnih  upon  it.  It  is  most  certain  that  all  Men, 
as  they  are  the  sons  of  Adam,  are  Co-heirs,  and  have  equal  Right  unto 
Liberty,  and  all  other  outward  Comforts  of  Life.  God  hath  given  the 
Earth  [ivith  all  its  commodities^  unto  the  Sons  0/  Adam,  PsaL,  115,  16. 
And  hath  made  of  one  Blood  all  Nations  of  Af en,  for  to  dwell  on  all  tlte 
face  of  the  Earth,  and  hath  determined  the  Times  before  appointed,  and 
the  hounds  of  their  Hahitation  :  That  they  should  seek  the  Lord.  Foras- 
much then  as  we  are  the  Offspring  of  Goii,  &c.  Acts  17.  26,  27,  29. 
Now,  although  the  Title  given  by  the  last  Adam  doth  infinitely  better 
Men's  Estates,  respecting  God  and  themselves  ;  and  grants  them  a  most 
beneficial  and  inviolable  Lease  under  the  Broad  Seal  of  Heaven,  who 
were  before  only  Tenants  at  Will  ;  yet  through  the  Indulgence  of  God 
to  our  First  Parents  after  the  Fall,  the  outward  Estate  of  all  and  every 
of  their  Children,  remains  the  same  as  to  one  another.  So  that  Origi- 
nally, and  Naturally,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  Slavery.  Joseph  was 
rightfully  no  more  a  Slave  to  his  Brethren,  than  they  were  to  him ;  and 
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^Kf  sac^  aa  ikcr  Aaiuicaj  »  Sd^  sniv  t^m  ^er  »£ 
ilo^  :f  4l<7:sact  jocam^  Ta  'in  "sa  irfl  ant;  t&e 
vofc  !tu!ni^  ami  jara^  'Scots.  T« 

tskmt^aksei  ud     <^!«.  jXr  ^s-  ^r  >^     ^ 'V 

1M9  "iasm  v»  HamaaiKw,    Tineat  s  ai>  pm^ocsoa  xspebi  Tv 

fawe  i>s«si  tRr><i|{$iilT  2uiiea  finoi  t^  OvoeoL  x  «amd  kxmSe  a  i 
ffce  Ovnanm^CHfA  4if  dKar  viwAt  E^UBt,  Tx  pinr  •faene  mmmd  ac 
C^at^jR.  Tiyttt  itt  Sfffia^  a  Uotat,  or  a  iole  Hdeai  doBC  ohb  !&ae  a  m. 
^mrJumn^  Hok  md  Womka:  Waeam  tttew  jr  die  Ofipcmg  of  Qb^ 
jaddbsr  Libestfiis 

Amn  pntmum' GmmL 

SxA  vteingr  r^jo  lash  taUU  ^  Ami  Sitmittk  *  Mkm^  mmJ  Se&dk  kam, 
^if  ke  h€  /^n4in  his  Hamd^  he  shsS  mrth  ie  pmt  m  DemdL  Exod. 
St,  i^.  Ttm  Ijm  \^aag^  fd  f,9*:Aaaaa^  Ttipscw,  viiexein  Han-Staeafin^  s 
laolcArf  Mv>ni(  the  noft  acnooma  td  Qx^aai.  CrinKs :  Wlat  knder  Crr 
<«Ni  efiere  be  made  of  dtac  Cdeboced  Wanu^ 

ht^  afl  dna^  consHiered,  a  would  coBdncr  once  to  die  Wci^R  of 
flK  9vf9xi^J^  to  have  White  Gexiaua  fer  a  Term  of  Years,  diaa  to  knre 
fiarei  Ibr  Ijfe,  Fev  can  cadnre  to  bear  of  a  Negro's  bein^  made  free: 
and  Mtieed  chef  cm  seldom  ose  their  Freedom  wcfi;  yet  tfaeircuutiiaMi 
mfiirmti  tiust  tiuar  forbidden  libertr,  rcndezs  diem  Umvilfing  Settjufck. 
Awi  there  h  nch  a  disfiarity  in  their  Coodstioasr  Cbioar.  and  Hair;  that 
Ihey  ^.an  oerer  embody  with  os,  4c  grov  up  in  orderiT  Fami&esy  to  tbe 
FiWpiirm;  of  che  Land ;  bat  stin  remain  in  oar  Body  Pbfitick  as  a  kind 
of  extraruat  liiood.  As  many  N'egro  Men  as  there  are  among  isy  so 
many  empty  Places  are  there  in  oor  Tiain  Bends,  and  the  places  taken 
«p  of  Men  that  might  make  Husbands  for  oor  Dongfatezs.  And  the 
SoM  and  Daughter)  o(  Nrw  Ena^iamdmofM  become  more  fike  Jact^ 
and  RiuM,  if  this  SUvtrj  were  thrust  quite  oot  of  Doocs.  Moreover  it 
it  too  well  knovn  what  Temptations  Masters  are  onder,  lo  connive  at 
tbe  Formcation  of  tilcir  Staves ;  lest  they  shoaU  be  obliged  to  find  tfaean 
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Wives,  or  pay  their  Fines.  It  seems  to  be  practically  pleaded  that  they 
might  he  lawless  ;  'tis  thought  much  of,  that  the  I^w  should  have  satis- 
faction for  their  Thefts,  and  other  Immoralities  ;  by  which  means,  //o/t- 
ttfss  k>  the  Lord  is  more  rarely  engraven  upon  this  sort  of  Servitude.  It 
is  likewise  most  lamentable  to  think,  how  in  taking  Negroes  out  oi  A/rim, 
and  selling  of  them  here,  That  which  God  has  joined  together,  Men  do 
boldly  rend  asimder;  Men  from  their  Country,  Husbands  from  their 
W'ives,  Parents  from  their  Children,  How  horrible  is  the  Un cleanness, 
Mortality,  if  not  Murder,  that  the  Ships  are  guilty  of  that  bring  great 
Crouds  of  these  miserable  Men  and  Women.  Methinks  when  we  are 
bemoaning  the  barbarous  Usage  of  our  Friends  and  Kinsfolk  in  Africa^ 
it  might  not  be  unreasonable  lo  enquire  whether  we  are  not  culpable  in 
forcing  the  Africans  to  become  Slaves  amongst  ourselves.  And  it  may 
be  a  question  whether  all  the  Benefit  received  by  Negro  Slaves  will 
balance  the  Accompt  of  Cash  laid  out  upon  them  ;  and  for  the  Redemp- 
tion of  our  own  enslaved  Friends  out  of  Africa.  Besides  all  the  Persons 
and  Estates  that  have  perished  there. 

Obj.  I .  These  Biackamores  are  of  the  Pasierity  of  Cham,  and  there- 
fore are  under  the  Curse  of  Slavery.     Gen.  9,  25,  26,  27. 

Ans.  Of  all  Offices,  one  would  not  beg  this ;  viz.  Uncall'd  for,  lo  be 
an  Executioner  of  the  Vindictive  Wrath  of  God ;  the  extent  and  dura- 
tion of  which  is  to  lis  uncertain.  If  this  ever  was  a  Commission  ;  How 
do  we  know  but  that  it  is  long  since  out  of  Date  ?  Many  have  found  it 
to  their  Cost,  that  a  Prophetical  Denunciation  of  Judgment  against  a 
Person  or  People,  would  not  warrant  them  to  inflict  that  evil.  If  it 
would,  Hazaei  might  justify  himself  in  all  he  did  against  his  master,  and 
the  Israelites  from  2  Kings  8,  10,  12. 

But  it  is  possible  that  by  cursory  reading,  this  Text  may  have  been 
mistaken.  For  Canaan  is  the  Person  Cursed  three  times  over,  without 
the  mentioning  of  Cham,  fiood  Expositors  suppose  the  Curse  entailed 
on  him,  and  that  this  Prophesie  was  accomplished  in  the  Extirpation  of 
the  Canaanites,  and  in  the  Servitude  of  the  Gibeonites.  Vide  Pareum. 
Whereas  the  Blackmores  are  not  descended  of  Canaan^  but  of  Cush, 
Psal.  68,  31.  Princes  shall  come  out  of  Egy^t  \yA\zv2ixm'\.  Ethiopia 
[Cush]  shall  soon  stretch  out  her  hands  unto  God.  Under  which  Names, 
all  Africa  may  be  comi>rehended  ;  and  their  Promised  Conversion  ought 
lo  be  prayed  for.  fet\  13,  23.  Can  the  Ethiopian  change  his  Skin? 
This  shows  that  Black  Men  arc  the  Posterity  of  Cush.     Who  lime  out 
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Christians  should  carry  it  to  all  the  WorM,  as  the  Isratliks  were  to  carry 
it  one  towards  another.  And  for  Men  obstinately  to  persist  in  holtiing 
their  Neighbours  and  Brethren  under  the  Rigor  of  perifetu.d  Bondage, 
seems  to  be  no  proper  way  of  gaining  Assurance  that  (iud  has  given 
them  Spiritual  Freedom.  Our  Blessed  Saviour  has  altered  the  Measures 
of  the  ancient  Love  Song,  and  set  it  to  a  most  Kxcellent  New  Tune, 
which  all  ought  to  be  ambitious  of  Learning,  Matt,  5,  43,  44.  John 
13-  34-  These  Ethiopians^  as  black  as  ihey  are,  seeing  they  are  the 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  the  First  Adam^  the  Brethren  and  Si?iters  of  the 
Last  Adam,  and  the  Offspring  of  (^oi> ;  They  ought  to  be  treated  with  a 
Respect  agreeable. 

Sennttis  ptrfecta  voluntaria^  inter  Christianum  b*  Chn\tianum,  ex 
parte  sen'i  patientis  scepe  est  iicita,  quia  est  necessaria  ;  seii  rx  parte  do 
mini  agentis^  ^  procurando  &*  exercendo,  vix  potest  esse  Ucita  ;  quia  non 
convenit  reguitg  iUi genera li :   QutECunque  volueritis  utfaciant  vobis  homi- 
nes ^  ita  &*  vos  facite  eis.     Matt.  7.  12. 

Perfecta  servitus  pana,  non  potest  Jure  locum  habere ^  nisi  ex  delicto 
gravi  quod  ultimum  supplicium  aliquo  modo  meretur:  quia  Libertas  ex 
naturali  cestimatione  proxime  accedit  ad  vitam  ipaam,  &*  eidem  a  multis 
pra/erri  solet. 

.Ames.  Cas.  Consc.  Lib.  5.  Cap.  23.     Tlies.  2.  3. 

[Samuel  Sewall],  The  Selling  of  Joseph  A  Afemorial  (Boston,  1700)  ;  reprinted 
in  George  H .  ^f oore,  jVates  on  the  History  of  Slavery  in  Afassachusfttt 
(New  York,  1866),  83^7. 


104.   A  Slave  Act  Disallowed  (1709) 

BY  THE   LORDS   COMMISSIONERS    FOR    TRADE   AND    PLAKTATfOMS 

Thb  brief  <l>ocninrat  u  trpical  of  tl»e  hu  of  moM  colonial  atetntc*  Usiog  or  frtfccr- 
vise  KfltricliDK  tlte  cUvetrade.  —  Bibliocra{ib3r :  W.  E.  B.  0«  Boif,  Smppret$iM$  •f 
the  5fatv-  Tr&df,  cht  i>-iv. 

O  the  Queens  most  Exceir  Majf 

May  it  Piease  Your  Mojesty. 

We  have  considered  An  Act  past  in  the  General  Assembly  of  Vour 
M«)eitie«  Pnyriace  of  New  Jersey  in  December  1704.  Entituled,  An 
AU  fcr  JtegulmiiHg  Negro,  Indian  dr  MuUto  Starts  within  this  Prov 
hut  of  Ntw  Jersey,  io  which,  tho'  there  are  Several  good  &  Useful 
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i^jS  Smsvctt  axi  Sczvitude  1i7<m  ivjb 

CXaBKSL  rni'it.  is  ont  that  rnnk'Ci  imnxiBme  pemiDes ob.  ?(c^[eocs  Ac  not 
at  tD  be  Cs/nmmed  br  Your  Maestr.  A  -Jaeicajie  «e  bmobiT  < 
dar  aact  Act  be  repeakd. 

J  PtTUlOKE' 

Wufias  A.  WTiirrhrari  editaar.  Dacwmnts  rtiata^ta  ti»  CdmmilBatmf  ^ 
Urn  jSMtf  .^'Xem/tntw  i  Xcvack.  i^i ;.  lU.  473-474. 
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ar   THEIR  OWTfEBS  AND    UASTEBS 

Tbeae  -stzact>  3om  sntemponrr  aewwoaaea  mom^  die  fteqneacr  <Jt  oopaft  of 
QinBBCDicn  viiioB  Ml  I  mis  2BD  iiBvcs^  3m  'ntow  MMBB  lUffiL  in.  TIM  ^iraSHi^^  9C  tBK 
whole  ivtteiB.  —  Buriio^apiiT :  Madon  «!.  JicDongvtL  ~mfutBt  Sinatt,  .at.  i;  C&ihk 

OIBf  JDii  tuBC  'timU.  \  140. 

RITN^  ^swar  nom  Jfdtrtm  SytrrvH,  it  Recusxin^ ueufi.  'tl  the  Conotv' 
of  EbtmStnitm  a  Youn^  Javaui  Man  named  ^VitSam  Hams  small 
Stadne  Rnddr  Complcxioii.  bi^  Xoae,  bia:  Blew  E>-es.  EV>ck-BiokesL  had 
OS  EEanv  Bnndked  en  cbe  Bmm  ot  nis  rhnmb,  'li  roe  Lic^  HamL  hsui. 
cm  vfaen  he  Ran  amr  1  white  Slnrr.  md  a.  Saviors  Frock,  a  pair  of 
,  bat  has  SDce  ggc  x  Greek  Vcsonent:  its  Trobabie  that  he  has 
['d  his  Name;,  flor  he  has  sircadr  pasi'd  by  the  Name  li  Thcmsom 
\  JMimitm.  Whoerer  takes  ^xp  the  'add  Serram.  ind  Secures  him  :» 
'  Tsry  haare  him  -^^gj*"*  joail  rave  J*Trt  J^ntft^  Rewaid 

r  Omges  paid  br  j^^^^  i?r«rT«t. 

—  Tkt  Sew-  York  IVeduw  Joumai^  jMm  :  5.  r  74.1. 


-  2  lafge  Bnss  Wash  Settle,  jnd  x  Paxrot  Cage  were  some 
E  oat  of  X  Bnuamck  Boat.  c»r  camci  to  a  wrom^  Place  by 
can  give  an  Accoont  theieoi  to  the  t^inter  ot  tfais 
■(sai  tfaardK  Owner  mzr  hare  them  ogiun.  ioail  have  Fxvt  Skxiiat^ 
«C  with  UnniBfc. —  ZTir  Sent    Yi*rk    IVfemt   hmnmi,   [mm    id. 
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Deserted  from  his  Majesty's  Service  out  of  t\\P  Ainarjimn  HuMlttl'^^ 
of  Foot,  commanded  by  Col.  William  Uooch,  unit  k\»\y  \n\\n\ni\  JH 
West-Jersey,  by  Lieutenant  Anthony  Ptlmor,  thu  twu  fullMwiiltf  rtnl»lii»iii, 
viz.  .  .  . 

Thomas  Fury,  a  Labourer,  Bom  in  the  North  of  UuUmi,  ii\nm^  91 
years  of  Age,  5  Foot  10  Inchci  high,  wcU-wt,  fnir  toiMpUnioHciJ,  whU 
very  fair  Eye  Brows,  grey  Eyes,  and  much  VuckfretUtn  i  iimi  m)  W^MfH 
he  went  away,  a  greyish  homespun  Coat,  with  l>riMM  lUilUtm,  i^m  UiW»f- 
most  bat  one  having  the  Top  broke  off  and  in  oi^Mtr  Hm/ x^  ¥tm*i  ^ttt\ 
Linnen  Trowsers,  and  a  pair  of  new  Shoe*,  iU  W4/riuf4  %</<m^  titf^'  t^^£ 
as  a  Labourer  in  Maryhnd  and  in  Chester  Couuiy,  i>ui  iMdy  m  'ymtHm  ■ 
Whoever  secures  tbe  said  Deserterv  90  m  tfeeir  <)^Mir  i/^iny  ^ut-ya  Um^a^ 
again,  dull  receive  Three  Piwtki*  1L^*f<i  igr  ^»/th,  im4  i*U  r£4Mvf^<4ii: 
Chaiges :  or  if  any  ooe  bJHI  ioionn  the  imi  <>ffioer/  Uy  wii4,»ut  'CJttiic/  v( 
tfaea  are  cooccaTd,  w  tbat  it  soa^  be  yf<^%  «b*U  f«<x:iy«  l*'iy«r  ^vuii4# 
Ste,£n«foreaci«fthem,paidby  Autl^^My  >'*luu;.. 

N.  B.  If  cither  of  tbe  said  Deserleni  will  c«iurii,  cbey  tiiuiU  U-  ieuidi^ 
recaeiyed  by  tiieir  Officer,  and  not  pr^<i«cut«d'  —  /A*"  iH/fm>)knAM4  <rV 
%tilt^  Jttiy  ^7,.  1742.  .  .  . 

THERE  was  lately  commived  K>  tbe  <.ivftl  vf  ^«»e/  <<vui«ty,  upv*" 
Dekware.  twt)  M^m.  i^uspected  H>  be  itervauU),  vu-  J^ltu  V\iiii«ui^,  |i 
'H'ett'Cfnratrymaii.  a^ed  about  32  V«iK£i,  iiavb  lir  f^iur  iulv  tlM:  V^  c»Vctti 
Part  of  Vtxgtnia  with  out;  f^)>t.  I'Ayiur.  tf^m  iki»tol  .  Hr  u>  ii  lu»l/  MiUi, 
weaxB  bij-  own  Han.  o««ni#rtgfe  Simt.  yi*ri]  blvA:ic»L^fc,  ojd  Uo**ii  ^am^, 
very  much  patch  c.  aij  oki  kit  Hat,  icatiM^  ^<;«<;M;r.,  wiuu  <>ou>c»puiJ 
twikrd  Jackei  lueu'  ^\x\.\mu>  of  M:v«tal  tn/rU)  uj/oii  ai!  iiic  <.iv4tti^*i>^ 
And  Tiiomat  Kjo^^wb  'l'i*ey  mv  tii«y  '.u^umt  *u  i-it^cuwii       iV 

Ovnancs  (if  aii>  tiK;%  natM* ,  .^kt  d«Mi«ci  k;  cvux:  c»r  M;4>d  jvr  tU;ui,  >j>  v^'At^: 
JIhmth's  Turn:  aiirr  tatb  Uaie,  otuvcwi^  tjue>  wiJi  b«r  di>ciMii^^<i  i^^Y*^ 

l^emtttiwiL.  >ia/ci  9.  »742.  3. 

iBaoi  arwa)  un  tut  3<^  o:  August  (fwu.  krtUi^utut'.  luwuiM/i ,  u*  Cou<Uii)i«, 
ibe  SVC'  uiiiiMi^ti*;::  ^eivauL  .  v<z. 

(Wk  }wi  H*t^h*r- .  tiiii  ^^uuuus'Uk^ii  .  bUk/f-  «u'i  ti**ci  a^c  aiA^u'  it 
Tisaap!     Hag  Wi  iii<  f^'.  ici*  H<t'.  iw  brMriv-,  ui**:.  luv^  tui.  utac  v>^«fjft/tj^i^ 
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Plii1ailr|(>hia,  Octuber  6,  1745. 
Broke  out  of  Trenton  Goal,  on  Satnnlay  Ntgla  l.ii»l,  t*nc  Juiuc» 
Johnston,  a  lusty,  strong  built  Manj  about  six  I^muI  high,  oj  u  Uci»i\ 
Complexion,  and  fair  insinuating  Speech;  lie  is.  .m  lii.>biiuii,  «i(m1  liin 
right  Name  is  White  ;  he  lately  ran  from  his  liail,  aivi  trntticM  on  lio4ii| 
the  Dreadnought,  Capt.  Cunningham,  who  upon  Application  taubcd  him 
to  be  set  on  Shore  at  Newcastle,  and  committed  lo  (ioal  Ihcrc,  tioui 
whence  he  was  brought  last  Thursday.  Wliocvcr  shall  apprehend  the 
said  Johnston  and  secure  him,  shaJi  have  Five  Pounds  ProcUiuatwi} 
Money  as  a  Reward. 

Wilham  Browu,  Under  Shcrilf, 
—  The  FenHsyivania  (Jautk,  Auv.  7,  «745- 


Philadelphia,  April  14.  1748. 
Run  away  from  Samuel  Lippincott  of  Northampton  in  the  county  of 
Burlington,  an  Irish  senatit  Maid,  named  Mary  Mucklcroy.  of  a  middle 
Stature  :   Had  on  when  she  went  away,  a  blue  and   *^i 
of  large  and  small  stripes,  cuffed  with  blue,  a  white  ui' 
an  old  blue  quih,  a  u^^   Persian  black   bonnet,  a  new  pair  ot  calt-skm 
shoes,  a  fine  Holland  cap,  with  a  cambrtck  border,  an  old  bla<:k  liiorl 
cloak  lined  with   bengal,  blue  wonticd  >itu«:kingh,  with  whiU*  clocks,  « 
good  fine  shjrt,  and  a  v*r  f<x>k  with  hcf 

«orrel  kor»e.  aliout   14   han  .'Xh  very  well. 

is  au|ipofied  there  is  an  Ir  "^vcr  ukes  up 

and  flecures  the  said  womar)  ^'  i«r  \v^\  agam, 

ifaalJ  have  Utree  Pounds  reward,  and  rea:»ouabie  ciargcs  paid  by 

rm  Samuel  LtppincoU. 

■  — The  Fcnnsyh^nia  CaieUe,  Aprt/  i(j,  1748.  .  .  . 


Eitn  away  firotn  Akholas  Bearcraft  of 
b«  JHuncd  He^atuMi  alta<^  Savtna,  C< 
of  Age,  tfaon  Suuure.  giciomy  down  I  wwk   n 
it  is  tiMMigbt  ih€r  iiui«   be  gone  t 
and   Mcufcs  sm'    "    -    '     - 


;id.     Whueve 
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Run  away  the  7th  of  ihis  instant  July,  from  Matlhew  Forsyth,  of  Ches-     ■ 
terfield,  Burlington  county,  an  apprentice  lad,  named  Elisha  BuUingham, 
by  trade  a  house-carpenter,  about  16  years  of  age  :  Had  on,  or  took  with 
him,  a  half  worn  felt  hat,  old  brown  drugget  coat,  one   pair   leather 
breeches,  two  ozenbngs  shirts,  and  two  pair  of  ozcnbrigs  trousers ;  his      _ 
hair  is  newly  cut  off,  and  he  has  his  indentures  with  him.     Whoever      ■ 
takes  up  and  secures  said  apprentice,  so'  that  his  master  may  have  hira 
again,  shall  have  Forty  Shillings  reward,  and  reasonable  charges,  paid  by 
me  MAT!  HEW    FORSYTH 

N.  B.  He  is  supposed  to  be  going  towards  New-England  ;  wherefore 
all  masters  of  vessels,  or  others,  are  forbid  to  carry  him  off  at  their  peril. 
—  The  Pennsylvania  Gazette^  July  13,  1749.  .  .  . 

Philadelphia,  February  6,  1 749. 
Whereas  Margaret  Simkins,  wife  of  Daniel  Simkins,  of  Stow  creek,  in 
the  county  of  ('umberland,  and  province  of  West-Jersey,  hath,  and  doth 
elope  from  litne  to  lime  from  her  said  husband,  to  his  great  damage ; 
iheiw  arc  to  forewarn,  all  persons  from  trusting  said  Margaret  on  his 
account,  for  he  will  pay  no  debts  of  her  contracting  from  the  date  hereof. 

Daniel  Simkins, 
—  The  Pennsylvania  Gazette^  Fel^,  6,  1 749-50. 

William  N«I)ion,  editor,  Documents  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  the  State 
iff  iVeiv  Jersey  (Paterson,  1895),  XII,  95-600 /^jj////. 


I  06.    Exercise  of  a  Quaker  Abolitionist^s  Mind  ( 1 7Sj) 

tiy    JOHN    WOOLMAN 

\V(K>JmBii  wan  n  <)tmkcr  Imsinesa  man  and  preacher,  who  spent  his  life  travelling 
IbrouKboMt  ihr  American  |rri»vincci  preaching  and  agitating  against  slavery.  He 
n«rk«  Ihe  nfili-iliivery  *gilatiuti  anm-ng  the  Quakera.  His  journal  is  remarkable  for 
Iti  iimjulc  and  lucid  ityle,  «■  well  as  for  its  humanity.  —  Bibliagfaphy  :  Winsor,  A^ar- 
talivr  itHii  (  rttiml  //n/oty,  V,  24J-245. —  For  other  extracts  on  Quakers,  see  Com- 
trmpontrtfi,  I,  Ni«v  140-142,  Nnd  No».  98,  I02  above. 

FKKl.ING  the  exercise  in  relation  to  a  visit  to  the  Southern  Prov- 
inces to  intrensr  npon  me,  I  acquainted  our  Monthly  Meeting 
ihcrewiih,  and  obtained  their  certificate.  Expecting  to  go  alone,  one 
of  my  brothers  who  lived  in  Philadelphia,  having  some  business  in  North 
Carolina,  proposed  going  with  me  part  of  the  way ;  but  as  he  had  a 
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view  of  some  outward  affairs,  to  accept  of  him  as  a  companion  was  some 
difficulty  with  me,  whereupon  I  had  conversation  with  him  at  sundry 
times.  At  length  feeling  easy  in  my  mind,  I  had  conversation  with 
several  elderly  Friends  of  Philadelphia  on  the  subject,  and  he  obtaining 
a  certificate  suitable  to  the  occasion,  we  set  off  in  the  fifth  month,  1757. 
Coming  to  Nottingham  week-day  meeting,  we  lodged  at  John  Church- 
man's, where  I  met  with  our  friend,  Benjamin  Bufiington,  from  New 
England,  who  was  returning  from  a  visit  to  the  Southern  Provinces. 
Thence  we  crossed  the  river  Susquehanna,  and  lodged  at  William  Cox's 
in  Maryland. 

Soon  after  I  entered  this  province  a  deep  and  painful  exercise  came 
upon  me,  which  I  often  had  some  feeling  of,  since  my  mind  was  drawn 
toward  these  parts,  and  with  which  1  had  acquainted  my  brother  before 
we  agreed  to  join  as  companions.  As  the  people  in  this  and  the 
Southern  Provinces  live  much  on  the  labor  of  slaves,  many  of  whom 
are  used  hardly,  my  concern  was  that  1  might  attend  with  singleness  of 
heart  to  the  voice  of  the  tnie  Shepherd,  and  be  so  supported  as  to 
remain  unmoved  at  the  faces  of  men. 

As  it  is  common  for  Friends  on  such  a  visit  to  have  entertainment 
Lfree  of  cost,  a  difficulty  arose  in  my  mind  with  respect  to  saving  my 
'money  by  kindness  received  from  what  appeared  to  me  to  be  the  gain 
of  oppression.  Receiving  a  gift,  considered  as  a  gift,  brings  the  receiver 
under  obligations  to  the  benefactor,  and  has  a  natural  tendency  to  draw 
the  obliged  into  a  party  with  the  giver.  To  prevent  difficulties  of  this 
kinrl,  and  to  preserve  the  minds  of  judges  from  any  bias,  was  that 
Divine  prohibition  :  "Thou  shalt  not  receive  any  gift ;  for  a  gift  blindeth 
the  wise,  and  perverteth  the  words  of  the  righteous."  (Exod.  xxiii.  8.) 
As  the  disciples  were  sent  forth  without  any  provision  for  their  journey, 
and  our  Lord  said  the  workman  is  worthy  of  his  meat,  their  labor  in  the 
gospel  was  considered  as  a  reward  for  their  entertainment,  and  therefore 
not  received  as  a  gift;  yet,  in  regard  to  my  present  journey,  I  could  not 
see  my  way  clear  in  that  respect.  The  difference  appeared  thus  :  the 
entertainment  the  disciples  met  with  was  from  them  whose  hearts  God 
had  opened  to  receive  them,  from  a  love  to  them  and  the  truth  they 
published  ;  but  we,  considered  as  members  of  the  same  religious  society, 
look  upon  it  as  a  piece  of  civility  to  receive  each  other  in  such  visits; 
and  such  reception,  at  times,  is  partly  in  regard  to  reputation,  and  not 
from  an  inward  unity  of  heart  and  spirit.  Conduct  is  more  convincing 
than  language,  and  where  people,  by  their  actions,  manifest  that  the 
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slave-trade  is  not  so  disagreeable  to  their  principles  but  that  it  may  be 
encouraged,  there  is  not  a  sound  uniting  with  some  Friends  who  visit 
them. 

The  prospect  of  so  weighty  a  work,  and  of  being  so  distinguished 
from  many  whom  I  esteemed  before  myself,  brought  me  very  low,  and 
such  were  the  conflicts  of  my  soul  that  I  had  a  near  sympathy  with  the 
Prophet,  in  the  time  of  his  weakness,  when  he  said  :  *'  If  thou  deal  thus 
wilh  me,  kill  me,  I  pray  thee,  if  I  have  found  favor  in  thy  sight." 
(Num.  xi.  15.)  But  1  soon  saw  that  this  proceeded  from  the  want  of  a 
full  resignation  to  the  Divine  will.  Many  were  the  afflictions  which 
.attended  me,  and  in  great  abasement,  with  many  tears,  my  cries  were 
to  the  Almighty  for  his  gracious  and  fatherly  assistance,  and  after  a  time 
of  deep  trial  1  was  favored  to  understand  the  state  raentionetl  by  the 
F^salmist  more  clearly  than  ever  I  had  done  before  ;  to  wit :  "  My  soul 
is  even  as  a  weaned  child."  (Psalm  cxxxi.  2.)  Being  thus  helped  to 
sink  down  into  resignation,  I  felt  a  deliverance  from  that  tempest  in 
which  I  had  been  sorely  exercised,  and  in  calmness  of  mind  went  for- 
ward, trusting  that  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  as  I  faithfully  attended  to 
him,  ivould  be  a  counsellor  lo  me  in  all  difficulties,  and  that  by  his 
strength  I  should  be  enabled  even  to  leave  money  with  the  members  of 
soLieiy  where  1  h;id  entertainment,  when  1  found  that  omitting  it  would 
obstruct  that  work  to  which  I  believed  he  had  called  me.  As  I  copy 
this  after  my  return,  I  may  here  add,  that  oftentimes  I  did  so  under  a 
sense  of  duty.  The  way  in  which  1  did  it  was  thus  ;  when  I  expected 
soon  to  leave  a  Friend's  house  where  1  had  eniertainmenl,  if  I  believed 
that  I  should  not  keep  clear  from  the  gain  of  oppression  without  leaving 
money,  I  spoke  to  one  of  the  heads  of  the  family  privately,  and  desired 
them  to  accept  of  those  pieces  of  silver,  and  give  them  to  such  of  their 
tiegroes  as  they  believed  would  make  the  best  use  of  them  ;  and  at 
other  times  I  gave  them  to  the  negroes  myself,  as  the  way  looked  clear- 
est to  me.  Before  I  came  out,  1  had  provided  a  large  number  of  small 
pieces  for  this  purpose  and  thus  offering  them  to  some  who  appeared  to 
be  wealthy  people  was  a  trial  both  to  me  and  them.  But  the  fear  of 
the  Lord  so  covered  me  at  times  that  my  way  was  made  easier  than  I 
expected  ;  and  few,  if  any,  manifested  any  resentment  at  the  ofler,  and 
most  of  them,  after  some  conversation,  accepted  of  them. 

Ninth  of  fifth  month.  —  A  Friend  at  whose  house  we  breakfasted  set- 
ting us  a  little  on  our  way,  I  had  conversation  with  him,  in  the  fear  of 
the  Lord,  concerning  his  slaves,  in  which  my  heart  was  lender ;  I  used 
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much  plainness  of  speech  with  him,  and  he  appeared  to  take  it  kindly. 
We  pursued  our  journey  without  appointing  meetings,  being  pressed  in 
my  mind  to  be  at  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  Virginia,  In  my  travelling  on 
the  road,  I  often  felt  a  cry  rise  from  the  centre  of  ray  mind,  thus:  '*  O 
Lord,  I  am  a  stranger  on  the  earth,  hide  not  thy  face  from  me,"  On 
the  nth,  we  crossed  the  rivers  Palowmack  and  Rapahannock,  and 
lodged  at  Port  Royal.  On  the  way  we  had  the  comjjany  of  a  colonel 
of  the  militia,  who  appeared  to  be  a  thoughtful  man.  I  look  occasion 
to  remark  on  the  difference  in  general  betwixt  a  people  used  to  labor 
mcKleralely  for  their  hving,  training  up  their  children  in  frugality  and 
business,  and  those  who  live  on  the  labor  of  slaves  ;  the  former,  in  my 
view,  being  the  most  happy  life.  He  concurred  in  the  remark,  and 
raenlioned  the  trouble  arising  fro?n  the  untoward,  slothful  disposition  of 
the  negroes,  adding  that  one  of  our  laborers  wouid  «Jo  as  much  in  a  day 
as  two  of  their  slaves.  I  replied,  that  free  men,  whose  minds  were 
properly  on  their  business,  found  a  satisfaction  in  improving,  cultivating, 
and  providing  for  their  families ;  but  negroes,  laboring  to  support  others 
who  claim  them  as  their  property,  and  expecting  nothing  but  slavery 
during  life,  had  not  the  like  inducement  to  be  industrious. 

After  some  fiirther  conversation  I  said,  that  men  having  power  loo 
often  misapplie<l  it ;  that  tho.igh  we  made  slaves  of  the  negroes,  and 
the  Turks  made  slaves  of  the  Christians,  I  believed  that  liberty  was  the 
natural  right  of  all  men  e<4ually.  This  he  did  not  deny,  but  said  the 
lives  of  the  negroes  were  so  wretched  in  their  own  cotintry  that  many 
of  them  lived  better  here  than  there.  I  replied,  "  There  is  great  odds 
in  regard  to  us  on  what  principle  we  act ; "  and  so  the  conversation  on 
that  subject  ended.  I  may  here  add  that  another  person,  some;  time 
afterwards,  mentioned  the  wretchedness  of  the  negroes,  occasioned  by 
their  intestine  wars,  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  our  fetching  them  away 
for  slaves.  To  which  I  replied,  if  conjpassion  for  the  Africans,  on 
account  of  their  domestic  troubles,  was  the  real  motive  of  our  jiurcha»- 
ing  them,  that  spirit  of  tenderness  being  attended  to,  would  incite  tis  to 
use  them  kindly,  that,  as  strangers  brought  out  of  affllnion,  their  lives 
might  be  happy  among  us.  And  as  they  are  human  creatures,  whose 
souls  arc  as  precious  a«  ours,  and  who  may  receive  the  same  help  and 
comfort  from  the  Holy  Scriptures  as  we  do,  we  could  not  omit  suitable 
endeavors  to  instruct  them  ih«*rein  ;  but  thai  while  we  manifest  by  our 
conduct  that  our  views  in  purrhasing  Ihein  are  to  advance  ourselves,  and 
white  our  baying  captives  taken  in  wir  MikDiitef  those  parties  to  push 
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places,  I  believe  He  who  is  a  refuge  for  the  oppressed  will,  in  his  own 
time,  plead  iheir  cause,  and  happy  will  it  be  for  such  as  walk  in  upright- 
ness before  him."     And  thus  our  conversation  ended.  .  .  . 

The  sense  I  had  of  the  state  of  the  churches  brought  a  weight  of  dis- 
tress upon  me.  The  gold  to  rae  appeared  dim,  and  the  fine  gold 
changed,  and  though  this  is  the  case  too  generally,  yet  the  sense  of  it  in 
these  parts  hath  in  a  particular  manner  borne  heavy  upon  me.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  that  throtigh  the  prevailing  of  the  spirit  of  this  world  the 
minds  of  many  were  brought  to  an  inward  desolation,  and  instead  of  the 
spirit  of  meekness,  gentleness,  and  heavenly  wisdom,  which  are  the  neces- 
sary companions  of  the  true  sheep  of  Christ,  a  spirit  of  fierceness  and 
the  love  of  dominion  too  generally  prevailed,  .  .  . 

The  prospect  of  a  way  being  open  to  the  same  degeneracy,  in  some 
parts  of  this  newly  settled  land  of  America,  in  respect  to  our  conduct 
towards  the  negroes,  hath  deeply  Ixiwed  my  mind  in  this  journey,  and 
though  briefly  to  relate  how  these  people  are  treated  is  no  agreeable 
work,  yet,  after  often  reading  over  the  notes  I  made  as  I  travelled,  I 
find  my  mind  engaged  to  preserve  them.  Many  of  the  white  people  in 
those  provinces  take  little  or  no  care  of  negro  marriages ;  and  when 
negroes  marry  after. their  own  way,  some  make  so  little  account  of  those 
marriages  that  with  views  of  outward  interest  they  often  part  men  from 
their  wives  by  selling  them  far  asunder,  which  is  common  when  estates 
are  sold  by  executors  at  vendue.  Many  whose  labor  is  heavy  being 
followed  at  their  business  in  the  field  by  a  man  with  a  whip,  hired  for 
that  purpose,  have  in  common  little  else  allowed  but  one  peck  of  Indian 
corn  and  some  salt,  for  one  week,  with  a  few  potatoes  ;  the  potatoes 
they  commonly  raise  by  their  labor  on  the  first  day  of  the  week.  The 
correction  ensuing  on  their  disobedience  to  overseers,  or  slothfulness  in 
business,  is  often  very  severe,  and  sometimes  desperate. 

Men  and  women  have  many  times  scarcely  clothes  sufficient  to  hide 
their  nakedness,  and  boys  and  girls  ten  and  twelve  years  old  are  often 
quite  naked  amongst  their  master's  children.  Some  of  our  Society,  and 
some  of  the  society  called  NewUghts,  use  some  endeavors  to  instnict 
those  they  have  in  reading  ;  but  In  common  this  is  not  only  neglected, 
but  disapproved.  These  are  the  people  by  whose  labor  the  other  in- 
habitants are  in  a  great  measure  supported,  and  many  of  them  in  the 
luxuries  of  life.  These  are  the  people  who  have  made  no  agreement 
to  serve  us,  and  who  have  not  forfeited  their  liberty  that  we  know  of. 
These  are  the  souls  for  whom  Christ  died,  and  for  our  conduct  towards 
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acquainted  with  those  fallacious  pretences^  by  which  numbers  are  con- 
tinually induced  to  embark  for  this  continent.  On  the  contrary,  they 
too  generally  conceive  an  opinion  that  the  difference  is  merely  nominal 
between  the  indentetl  servant  and  the  convicted  felon  :  nor  will  they 
readily  believe  that  people,  who  had  the  least  experience  in  life,  and 
whose  characters  were  vinexceptionable,  woutd  abandon  their  friends 
and  families,  and  their  ancient  connexions,  for  a  servile  situation,  in  a 
remote  appendage  to  the  British  Empire.  From  this  persuasion  they 
rather  consider  the  convict  as  the  more  profitable  servant,  his  term  being 
for  seven,  the  latter  only  for  five  years ;  and,  I  am  sorry  to  observe,  that 
there  are  but  few  instances  wherein  they  experience  dilTerenl  treatment. 
Negroes  being  a  property  fur  hfe,  the  death  of  slaves,  in  the  prime  of 
youth  or  strength,  is  a  material  loss  to  the  proprietor  ;  they  are,  there- 
fore, almost  in  every  instance,  under  more  comfortable  circumstances 
than  the  miserable  European,  over  whom  the  rigid  planter  exercises  an 
inflexible  severity.  They  are  strained  to  the  utmost  to  perform  their 
allotted  labour;  and,  from  a  prepossession  in  many  cases  too  justly 
founded,  they  are  supposed  to  t>e  receiving  only  the  just  reward  which 
is  due  to  repeated  olTences.  .  .  . 

llie  situation  of  the  free-wiUer  is,  in  almost  every  instance,  more  to 
be  lamented  than  either  that  of  the  convict  or  the  indented  servant ; 
the  deception  which  is  practised  on  those  of  this  description  being 
attended  with  circumstances  of  greater  duplicity  and  cruelty.  Persons 
under  this  denomination  are  received  under  express  conditions  that,  on 
their  arrival  in  America,  they  are  to  be  allowed  a  stipulated  number  of 
days  to  dispose  of  themselves  to  the  greatest  advantage.  They  are  told, 
that  their  ser\nces  will  be  eagerly  solicited,  in  proportion  to  their  abili- 
ties ;  that  their  reward  will  be  adequate  to  the  hazard  they  encounter 
by  courting  fortune  in  a  distant  region ;.  and  that  the  parties  with  whom 
they  engage  will  readily  advance  the  sum  agreed  on  for  their  passage  ; 
which,  being  averaged  at  about  nine  pounds  sterling,  they  will  speedily 
be  enabled  to  repay,  and  to  enjoy,  m  a  state  of  hberty,  a  comparative 
situa|ion  of  ease  and  affluence.  .  .  . 

...  It  is,  therefore,  an  article  of  agreement  with  these  deluded 
victims,  that  if  they  are  not  successful  in  obtaining  situations,  on  their 
own  terms,  within  a  certain  number  of  days  after  their  arrival  in  the 
country,  they  are  then  to  be  sold,  in  order  to  defray  the  charges  of 
passage,  at  the  discretion  of  the  master  of  the  vessel,  01  the  a^ent  to 
whom  he  is  consigned  in  the  province. 
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lings  sterling.  I  was  thus  induced  to  think  if  this  charge  was  not  much 
accumulated  by  other  expenses,  that  I  could  fall  on  no  better  expedient 
to  settle  my  lands  with  industrious  people,  than  by  such  an  importation. 

The  terms  upon  which  I  have  thought  of  importing  Palatines,  or  people 
from  Ireland,  or  Scotland,  are  these;  to  import  them  at  my  expense, 
where  they  are  unable  to  transport  themselves,  into  the  Potomac  River, 
atid  from  hence  to  the  Ohio  ;  to  have  them,  in  the  first  case,  engaged  to 
me  under  indenture  ;  in  the  second,  by  some  other  contract  equally 
valid,  to  become  tenants  u[jon  the  terms  hereafter  mentioned  ;  as  with- 
out these  securities,  1  would  not  encounter  the  expense,  trouble,  and 
hazard  of  such  an  importation. 

But  to  make  matters  as  easy  and  agreeable  as  possible  to  these  emi- 
grants, I  will  engage,  on  my  part^  that  the  indentures  shall  be  considered 
in  no  other  light,  than  as  a  security  for  reimbursing  to  me  every  expense 
I  am  under,  with  interest,  in  importing  them,  removing  them  to  the  land, 
and  supporting  them  there,  till  they  can  raise  a  crop  for  their  own  sub- 
sistence ...  I  must,  for  my  own  safely,  consider  them  as  jointly  bound 
for  this  payment,  till  the  expiration  of  the  indented  terms,  otherwise  I 
must  be  an  inevitable  loser  by  every  death  or  other  accident;  whilst 
they  cannot,  in  the  worst  light,  be  considered  as  more  than  servants  at 
large  during  the  indented  term.  .  .  , 

Having  thus  exhibited  a  general  view  of  my  design,  I  shall  now  be 
obliged  to  you,  Sir,  to  inform  me  with  as  much  precision  as  you  can, 
what  certainty  there  is  that  your  ship  will  go  to  Holland  ;  what  proba- 
bility there  is  of  her  getting  Palatines,  if  she  does  go ;  when  they  may 
be  expected  in  this  country ;  what  would  be  the  fireight ;  and,  as  near 
as  you  can  judge,  the  whole  incidental  expense  attending  each  person 
delivered  at  Alexandria  ;  and,  moreover,  whether  it  would  be  expected, 
that  the  whole  of  these  charges,  including  freight,  should  be  paid  down 
immediately  on  the  arrival  of  the  ship  here,  as  it  must  appear  rather 
hard  to  make  a  certain  provision  for  an  uncertain  event. 

It  may  not  be  amiss  further  to  observe,  that  I  see  no  prospect  of  these 
people  being  restrained  in  the  smallest  degree,  either  in  their  civil  or 
religious  principles  ;  which  I  take  notice  of,  because  these  are  privileges, 
which  mankind  are  solicitous  to  enjoy,  and  upon  which  emigrants  must 
be  anxious  to  be  informed. 
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nation  was  situated  about  one  hundred  and  forty  leagues  up  that  river, 
and  contained  about  four  hundred  men.  On  the  i8ih  December,  a 
shallop  arrived  from  I'ensacola  with  the  news  that  MM.  d'Iberville  and 
Serigny  had  arrived  there  with  the  King's  ships,  the  Renonimde  of  fifty 
guns,  and  the  Palmier  of  forty-four  guns.  This  news  spread  joy  in  the 
garrison,  as  it  had  then  been  living  on  corn  for  more  than  three  months. 
It  had  lost  by  sickness  upwards  of  sixty  men,  leaving  only  one  hundred 
and  fifty  persons  in  the  colony. 

M.  <le  Bienville  received  orders  by  the  shallop  to  evacuate  Biloxi,  and 
remove  to  Mobile  river.  On  the  5  th  January,  1701,  M.  de  Bienville 
took  up  his  march  for  Mobile  river,  leaving  but  twenty  men  under  the 
command  of  M.  de  Boisbriant  to  man  the  fort.  At  Dauphin  Island, 
M.  de  Bienville  had  an  interview  with  MM.  de  Serigny  and  Chaleaugue, 
who  had  arrived  there  with  a  detachment  of  sailors  and  workmen,  to 
buil'l  a  magazine  for  the  reception  of  the  goods  and  provisions  which 
had  been  brought  from  France.  On  the  i6th  M.  de  Bienville  com- 
menced a  settlement  on  the  Mobile  river,  about  eighteen  leagues  from 
the  sea.  On  the  loth  M.  le  Sueur  returned  from  his  expedition  to  the 
Scioux,  with  two  hundred  thousand  pounds  weight  of  copper  ore. 

The  following  is  an  extract  taken  from  his  Journal :  — 

*'  Having  arrived  in  the  colony  in  December,  1699,  with. thirty  work- 
men, he  set  out  for  the  Tamarois  in  June,  1700.  He  stopped  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri  river,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to  the  Illinois 
river,  where  he  was  joined  by  three  Canadian  travellers,  who  brought 
him  a  letter  from  Father  Marest,  a  Jesuit  from  the  mission  house  of 
'  L'lmmacul^e  Conception  de  la  Sainte  Vicrge  aiix  Illinois.* 

"  At  twenty- two  leagues  above  the  Illinois,  he  passed  a  small  river, 
which  he  named  the  ButTalo  :  and  on  going  nine  leagues  further  he  met 
a  party  of  Canadians  descending  the  Mississij>pi,  returning  to  the  IlUnois. 
On  the  30th  July,  he  met  seventeen  Scioux  in  seven  canoes,  going  to 
avenge  the  death  of  three  Scioux  by  the  Illinois,  one  of  whom  had  been 
burnt,  and  the  other  two  killed  at  Tamarois,  a  few  days  before  his  arrival 
at  this  village.  He  promised  the  Chief  of  the  Illinois  to  pacify  the  Scioux 
if  they  should  come  to  make  war  on  him.  He  presented  to  the  Chief 
of  the  parly  some  merchandise  to  induce  him  to  return  to  his  nation.' 
He  told  him  that  the  King  uf  France  did  not  wish  them  to  make  war, 
and  if  he  would  desist  he  should  be  supplied  with  every  thing  necessary. 
The  Chief  accepted  the  presents,  and  promised  to  obey  the  King.  .  .  . 

*'0n  the   1st  September,  he  passed  the  Ouisconsin  river,  which  is 
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abont  half  a  leagae  wide  &  it»  momfa.  Oa  aacendiiig  dns  zivcr 
fony-nve  leagues,  he  &>azui  a  p<M3a^  of  more  nun  a  mile  in.  I^-wgrkt 
eoQsurint^  m  part  ot  matshv  grtHmd,  ftoro  which  a  iittle  atream  tDok 
its  nse  inrt  tiowed  loro  the  Poan  bay,  inhabited  by  a  gicar  nnTntpa--  (^ 
£mtian  rnbe?!,  who  traite  in  mzs  co  Canada.  .  .  . 

"  From  the  coth  oa  the  i^xh,  ML  de  Soenr  tzareiled  serentEco.  leagnes 
and  a  naif,  passed  the  river  Raisin,  and  aiso  on  the  ^ame  daeft^  a  great 
nwer  ^-ammg  trom  the  Sorth  <:alled  the  Bon-Secoms.  on  ^*'frmmr  q£  the 
great  number  of  hn&io,  (iter,  beats  and  roebocJa  fionnd  there:.  Three 
Ieague:!i  from  the  banks  of  this  river  ia  a  lead  min^  and  ax:  aeven  leapies 
:A>iw^^  on  the  name  udc,  he  ^aned  another  river,  in  the  neigfabaiiHMid 
of  whii:h  he  difutovered  a  copper  mine,  from  which  he  took  sixt^  poondft 
of  ore  in  a  former  voya^ :  but  to  make  it  of  any  vaioe,  a  peace  mnac 
ftnr  be  made  l>etween  the  Sdcox  and  the  Oatagamiss.  At  a  leaipie  and 
»^ittif  fiirther  tD  the  Sorth-Wex  is  a  lake,  sx  Leagues  LaB|r  aut  rmiie 
Chan  a  league  in  width,  called  Lake  Pepin.  .  .  . 

"...  On  the  r5th  he  passed  a  sonall  river,  and  sam  sevezal  casoes 
deaciending;  niled  with  Indians.  Ffe  heazd  them  make  a  imiae  aimika- 
xn  that  jtut  before:  they  are  j^ing  co  &U  upon  their  enemy  ;  aid^  having 
^ksuied  his  men  behind  <wme  trees,  he  ordered  them  not  to  fire  until 
the  word  of  commami  wsa.  given.  The  chief  of  the  party,  after  "«>r^ 
iioroe  ohnervatinns,  advanced  wrdi  the  calumet,  (  which  is  a  agn  of  peace 
JMHMig  the  rnitiana^K  and  -itdd  that,  not  having  seen  beibie  any  French^ 
flWS  navigating  the  Mississippi  in  boats  like  iheir^  they  took  them  to 
be  Eagttsh,  and  raised  the  war-cry. 

*  M.  le  Aictir  cold  them  that  the  King  of  France,  of  whom  they  had 
iwani  «o  mncK  in  Canada,  had  aent  him.  to  settle  in  the  anmtxy,  and 
lirwwhed  aO  the  nanona  who  inhabited  it.  as  wefl  as  those  under  his 
ptBiectioa,  co  live  in  peace.  .  .  . 

*  ...  He  then  entered  Kne  River  [SCnnesota;.  so  caned  finm  some 
1  of  blue  earth  which  he  ronnd  <mi  its  bonics.     At  this  place  he  met 

t  Sciivix.  who  coUi  lUm  that  this  river  came  ntim  the  country  isi  the 
Snmx  of  the  Wetf.  He  hniit  a  post  here,  bat  nmnng  ths  ins  csab- 
Mmii  III  did  not  please  the  .Scionx  at  die  East  as  well  as  the  ae!chi>ar- 
Imf  mbeii,  he  '•nad  ao  sell  them  dttat  ais  mtentioas  woe  ooiy  to  tzade  in 
hijm4  ^n&r  aithongh  his  real  porpoae  was  to  expkae  tiie  mines  in  t&is 
coamry.  which  le  had  diataivrfcd  wme  yeais  beaore. 

*He  then  pnesentKd  rfiem  wttfi  some  powcfer;  bails,  kzoves  aad. 
tthfco,  ind  invned  them  oo  cook  a>  his  nt;  as  son  m  k.  was  con- 
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structed,  and  be  would  tell  them  the  LnteDtioos  of  the  King  his  master. 
The  Scioux  of  the  West  have,  according  to  the  accounts  of  those  of  the 
East,  more  than  a  thousand  huts. 

"They  do  not  use  canoes  or  cultivate  the  land,  bat  wander  in  the  prai- 
ries between  the  upper  Mississippi  and  the  Missouri,  and  li%e  by  hunting. 

"  All  the  Scioux  say  they  have  three  souls,  and  that  after  death  the 
good  one  goes  to  a  warm  country,  the  bad  one  to  a  cold  country,  and 
the  third  ^-atches  the  body.  They  are  very  expert  with  their  bows. 
Polygamy  is  very  common  anK>ng  thenu  They  are  extremely  jealous, 
and  sometimes  fight  duek  for  their  wives.  They  make  their  huts  out 
of  buffalo  skins^  sewed  together,  and  carry  them  with  them.  Two  or 
three  fimilies  generally  live  together-  They  are  great  smokers.  They 
swallow  the  smoke,  but  some  time  after  they  force  it  up  from  their 
stomach  through  their  nose.  .  .  . 

"On  the  ist  December,  they  invited  M.  le  Sueur  to  a  great  feast 
which  they  had  prepared  for  hira.  They  made  a  speech,  and  presented 
him  with  a  slave  and  a  sack  of  oats.  ,  .  /' 

On  the  1 8th  March,  1702.  M.  d'Iber\nlle  arrived  al  Dauphin  Island. 
in  the  frigate  **  Palmier,"'  which  he  brought  into  port  without  any  diffi- 
culty, there  being  twenty-one  feet  or  more  of  water  at  the  pass.  On  the 
19th,  M.  de  la  Salle  arrived  with  his  family  at  For[i]  Mobile,  which 
had  just  been  finished,  and  the  headquarters  of  the  colony  about  to 
be  removed  there  from  Dauphin  [Massacre]  Island.  On  the  i^th, 
M.  dc  Tonly,  who  had  been  sent  by  M.  d' Iberville  on  a  mission  to  the 
Chactas  and  Chicachas,  arrived  at  Mobile,  bringing  with  him  some  of 
the  principal  Chicfe  of  those  nations,  to  make  a  treaty  of  peace.  By 
presents  and  entreaties  M.  d'Iberville  made  them  agree  to  live  in  peace 
together.  On  the  27th,  M.  d'Iberville  returned  to  Dauphin  Island,  and 
from  thence  he  went  to  Pensacola.  On  the  13th  April,  M.  Dugue 
arrived  with  a  transport  ladened  with  provisions.  On  the  31st,  M.  d'Iber- 
ville and  de  Serigny  departed  for  France.  On  the  12th  May,  eight 
Alibamon  (Chiefs  arrived  at  Mobile  to  consult  with  M.  de  Bienville 
whether  they  should  continue  to  war  with  the  Chicachas,  Tomes,  and 
Mobilians.  He  advised  them  to  make  a  peace,  and  gave  them  some 
presents  for  this  purpose.  On  the  24th  June,  a  Spanish  shallop  arrived 
from  Pensacola,  on  board  of  which  was  Don  Josd  de  Roblas,  Captain 
of  Infantry,  and  a  son  of  the  nurse  of  Count  de  Montezuma,  bringing 
a  letter  from  Francisco  Martin,  Governor  of  Pcn>iac(>la,  asking  to  be 
supplied  with  some  provisiont,  which  M.  dc  Bienville  granted. 
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Oatbe  loth  August,  M.  de  Bienville  was  informed  that  M  St.  Denis 
and  iKMiie  Cunatimns  had  invaded  the  temtory  of  our  allies  to  captrur 
iiUveK,  which  he  ordered  to  I)e  restored. 

On  the  iHt  <.)ctc»ber,  M.  DaviOD»  missionary,  and  Father  Lmioge»  a 

Jesuit,  arrived   from  the  Mississippi,  to  give  notice  that  one  of  tbeir 

I  bnrlhrcn  and  three  Frenchmen  had  been  murdered  on  the  Yasooa  nvcT» 

1  by  two  young  Courois»  who  had  acted  as  their  guides. 

On  the  nth  November,  Don  Francisco  Martm  arrived  from  Pe 
the  news  that  France  and  Spain  were  at  war  with  England, ; 
,tbr  a  snpplv  of  arms  and  (>owder,  which  was  ;jjiven  Kim. 
On  the  2i4th.  two  shallops,  with  two  Spanish  officers,  arrived  at  the 
^  Ibrt  from  St.  AugU!>tine,  Florida,  and  brought  a  letter  from  Don  Joseph 
de  Scmniga  y  Serda,  Governor  of  that  place,  informing  M-  de  BienviBe 
'  ihttt  it  was  besieged  by  fourteen  English  vessels  md   two   thousand 
[iniliann.     He  fivther  requested  that  a  small  vessel  miji^t  ite  sent  to  the 
mforminL: 
tundred  lu 

R  Wwwxt  <l»  l»  Havpe,  Histmrual  Jotamal  of  ikt  Eitabluktmewg  of  tim  Frntck 
im  ■:  ta  O.  F.  French,  Historifai  CtiUtrtiwmt  df  Lamiumma  (New 

Y<  .^^art  III.  \t^2&ptuswm. 


1 1  o.    Dan^BT  loom  the  Frcnck  Missisuppi  Settle- 
ments I  1 71 8) 
or  LiiiiliwuiWiiiniiiHiiiimi  4i.sxanoer  dPorswooD 

Spmwwog  -—a  mat  oilriaat  flp«ij— 1  ut  Vligioias  \m  Item*  aaid  ^IMa-pap 
«l  get  tMrtocwa  valae.  —  THiiiiMipiiy  -   NVisM^   VWr^^nr  aW  ^y^ttai  ^ht^^ 
tVV  t^i^Mat  OMaauaKaaU  Umk;  (^mm^  fi^aw 

^'WUtG'irft  slm^tiaHranriiKruttr  i    o  int'irn>r    n>  ><■•.! 

^w*  T^kc.  T    hi  I  -srtr  o^t^xnttmimkaiihic  no^  1 

vnh  ijt  the  ibuMigcrs  to  r  ^untakkotm  tiar 

lie  c^pk^CTj  i»r  tbt*  new  Acqnattiott  .n  jji  ^^^^[]t••vut9^a■ibit■)i'  the 
iMH*  iSMMT  be  b«8t  f nevcmed.  I  tiave « jf ten  regretted  thattotenat  mauy. 
Yeous »\iiitmi:ommPm iiattwff  Seated.  1 
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ence  w'th  those  Nations  of  Indians  to  ye  VV'estw'd  of  Us,  even  after  the 
certain  Knowledge  of  the  Progress  made  by  French  in  Surrounding  us 
w'th  their  Settlements.  ... 

Hai-ing  also  informed  myself  of  that  extensive  Communication  w'ch 
the  French  maintain  by  means  of  their  water  Carriage  from  the  River 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  Mississippi,  I  shall  here  set  down  the 
route  from  Montreal,  (a  place  well  known  and  distinguished  in  ye  ordi- 
nary Mapps,)  to  Maville,  their  Chief  Town  in  their  New  Settlement 
of  I^iiisiana,  according  to  the  account  given  me  by  three  Fr.  Men,  who 
had  often  Travelled  that  way,  and  were  taken  in  a  late  Expedition  under 
the  Command  of  the  Gov'r  and  L't-Gov'r's  Sons,  of  Montreal,  and  is  as 

follows  : 

Fr.  LiiAGES. 
From  Montreal  up  St.  Lawrence   River»  to   Fort, 

Frontenac,  at  the  Entra[n]ce  of  Lac  Ontario,  is  -  -  60 
The  Length  of  Lac  Ontario,  which  is  Navigable,  -  -  -  60 
Up  the  River  to  the  Falls  of  Niagara,  where  there 

is  a  necessity  of  Land  Carriage,        -----  ^ 

From  Niagara  to  the  Lake  Erie,  .."_-_       100 

Up  the  River  Mic,  w'ch  falls  into  I^ke  Erie,       -        -        -        60 
From  the  River  Mic.  to  the  River  Occabacke,  a 

I^ind  Carriage  of  -         -         -  ' 3 

Down  the  River  Occaback  till  it  falls  into  the  River 

Mississippi,    ---------       200 

Thence  down  Mississippi  to  Maville, 360 

By  this  Communication  and  the  forts  they  have  already  built,  the 
Brittish  Plantations  are  in  a  manner  Surrounded  by  their  Commerce 
w'th  the  numerous  Nations  of  Indians  seated  on  both  sides  of  the 
Lakes ;  they  may  not  only  Engross  the  whole  Skin  Trade,  but  may, 
when  they  please,  Send  out  such  Bodys  of  Indians  on  the  back  of  these 
Plantations  as  may  greatly  distress  his  Maj'ty's  Subjects  here,  And  should 
they  multiply  their  Settlem'ts  along  these  Lake.s,  so  as  to  joyn  their 
Dominions  of  Canada  to  their  new  Colony  of  Louisiana,  they  might  even 
possess  themselves  of  any  of  these  Plantations  they  pleased.  Nature, 
'tis  true,  has  formed  a  Barrier  for  us  by  that  long  Chain  of  Mountains 
w'ch  nrn  from  the  back  of  South  CaroUna  as  far  as  New  York,  and  w'ch 
are  only  passable  in  some  few  places,  but  even  that  Natural  Defence 
may  prove  rather  destructive  to  us,  if  they  are  not  possessed  by  us 
before  they  are  known  to  them.     To  prevent  the  dangers  w'ch  Threaten 
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Piasscs  <d  the  Gccat  MomtuK^  v'ch  If  between  Us  aad  the  Ljkesy 
Either  bj  ihcmseivcs  or  dKir  Indttiktk  Iril  opoB  and  oner-nm  v'cfti  of 
these  ftwhmes  they  thiak  fit.  And  9epa^  hf  their  bte  Sieme  of  Pei»- 
sacolai  fireioi  the  Spaunards,  their  design  seems  to  be  10  extend  their 
DominkMDS  Eastward  6001  SkOsassippi  towards  South  Carolnia,  It  is  cer- 
tainly the  British  iDtcrest  to  pot  a  slop  to  their  Adrancing  aar  finther 
that  way.  w'ch,  in  my  Opinion,  wH  be  best  Effected  by  posscssiig  oar 
selves  w*th  some  places  00  the  Coast  of  Florida,  and  forauBK  a  Setilc- 
meot  as  near  as  can  be  10  ciamp  their's,  w'ch  leads  me  Id  consider  the 
other  part  VoV  Lard*ps  desire  to  be  informed  in,  viat :  The  Importance 
of  uking  St.  Augostine.  from  the  Spaniards. 

St.  Aagostine  is  a  small  Fort  on  the  Xorth  East  part  of  the  Coast 
of  Florida,  w*th  a  Village  adfoyning  inhabited  by  aboot  a  or  joo 
Spaniards.  .  .  This  pbce  may  be  of  vast  Consequence  to  Britain 
wbenerer  a  War  shall  happen  with  either  of  these  Crowns^  it  being 
impossible  for  their  Ships  to  pass  through  the  Guiph  without  being  dis- 
covered from  either  one  side  or  the  other,  and,  therelbre,  lyabfe  to 
become  prize  to  any  of  oar  Men  of  War  or  Prirateers  that  may  be 
pbced  on  y't  Station  ;  So  that,  in  Case  of  a  Rupture  w'th  Fiaxkce,  the 
whole  Tra'ie  of  their  Mississippi  Colofiy  may.  by  that  means*  be  de- 
stroyed. But  I  wotild  ako  humbly  pfopose,  that  besides  the  taktiig 
of  Sl  Augustine,  the  small  Fort,  or  rather  Battery  of  St.  Xftark,  may  be 
attempted.  .  .  .  From  hence  it  is  I  would  propose  to  fonne  a  Settle- 
ment to  check  that  of  y't  of  ^fississippi,  and  to  extend  Westward  upon 
it,  whereby  we  might  Share  w'th  ihera  at  least  in  the  Indian  Trade,  and 
keep  a  Balta.  of  those  Indian  Nations  in  our  Interest,  and  in  Case  of  a 
War,  be  able  to  annoy  them  from  thence.  Besides  these  two  Settle- 
ments, it  mar  not  be  improbable  but  that  a  good  Harbour  may  be  found 
among  ye  Islands  at  the  Cape  of  Florida,  w'ch  might  be  a  proper  Station 
for  Men  of  War  or  Privateers  to  interrupt  the  Spanish  or  French  Trade 
from  the  Bay  of  Mexico,  that  Promontory  lying  almost  in  sight  of  the 
Havanna,  and  no  other  way  for  their  Ships  to  return  to  Europe  but 
through  that  Passage.  This  would  also  prove  a  security  to  our  own 
Trade  from  Jamaica,  w'ch,  for  want  of  places  of  retreat  for  Merchant- 
Men  and  Cruising  Ships  on  that  Coast,  are  often  exposed  to  the  danger 
of  Enemy's  Privateers,  as  well  as  to  Storms  w'ch  frequently  happen 
there.  That  your  Ia)rd'ps  may  have  a  Clearer  Idea  of  the  pbces  I 
have  now  been  describing,  I  herewith  transmit  a  Draught  of  the  River 
Mississippi  and  the  Rivers  Communicating  with  it  and  also  of  the  Sea 
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all  Commerce  with  the  numerous  Nations  of  Itidians,  that  are  every 
where  settled  over  the  vast  Continent  of  Narfh-Amenca,  The  English 
in  America  have  too  good  Reason  to  apprehend  such  a  Design,  when 
they  see  the  French  King's  Geographer  publish  a  Map,  by  which  he  has 
set  Bounds  to  the  British  Empire  in  America^  and  has  taken  in  many  of 
the  English  Settlements  both  in  South-Can>lina  and  Neiv-  York^  within 
these  Boundaries  of  AWf^-yv(i«i-i'.  And  the  good  Services  they  intend 
us,  with  the  luilians,  but  loo  plainly  appears  at  this  Day,  by  the  Indian 
War  now  carried  on  against  New-England.  .  .  . 

The  Method  of  carrying  Goods  upon  the  Rivers  of  North-America, 
into  alt  the  small  Branches,  and  other  Land,  from  the  branches  of  one 
River  to  the  Branches  of  another,  was  learned  from  the  Indians,  and 
is  the  only  Method  practicable  through  such  large  Forests  and  Deserts 
as  the  Traders  pass  thro',  in  carrying  from  one  Nation  to  another,  it  is 
this  \  the  Indians  make  a  long  narrow  Boat,  made  of  the  Bark  of  the 
Birch -tree,  the  Parts  of  which  they  join  very  neatly.  One  of  these 
Canoes  that  can  carry  a  Dozen  Men,  can  itself  be  easily  carried  upon 
two  Men's  Shoulders  ;  so  that  when  they  have  gone  as  far  by  Water 
as  they  can  (which  is  further  than  is  easily  to  be  imagined,  because 
their  loailed  Canoes  don't  sink  six  Inches  into  the  Water)  they  unload 
their  Canoes,  and  carry  both  Goods  and  Canoes  upon  their  Shoulders 
over  Land,  into  the  nearest  Branch  of  the  River  they  intend  to  follow. 
Thus,  the  French  have  an  easy  Communication  with  all  the  Countries 
bordering  upon  the  River  of  St.  Lawrence ^  and  its  Branches,  with  all 
the  Countries  bordering  upon  these  Indand  Seas,  and  the  Rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  these  Seas,  and  can  thereby  carry  their  Burdens 
of  Merchandize  thro*  all  these  large  Countries,  which  could  not  by  any 
other  means  than  Water-carriage  be  carried  thro'  so  vast  a  Tract  of 
l^nd. 

This,  however,  but  half  finishes  the  View  the  French  have,  as  to  their 
Commerce  in  North- America.  Many  of  the  Branches  of  the  River 
Alisissippi  come  so  near  to  the  Branches  of  several  of  the  Rivers  which 
empty  themselves  into  the  great  Lakes,  that  in  several  Places  there  is 
but  a  short  Land-Carriage  from  the  one  to  the  other.  As  soon  as  they 
have  got  into  the  River  Misissippi,  they  open  to  themsel\'es  as  large 
a  Field  for  Traffick  in  the  southern  Parts  of  North- America^  as  was 
before  mentioned  with  respect  to  the  northern  Parts.  If  one  considers 
the  Length  of  this  River,  and  its  numerous  Branches,  he  must  say, 
That  by  means  of  this  River,  and  the  Lakes,  there  is  opened  to  his  View 
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such  a  Scen£  of  in- land  Navigation  as  cannot  bt  paraUeVd  in  any  other 
Pdrtof  tke  World. 

The  French  have,  with  much  Industry,  settled  small  Colonics,  and 
built  stockaded  Forts  at  all  the  considerable  Passes  betucen  the  Lakes, 
except  between  Cataracui  Lake  (called  by  the  French  Ontario)  and 
Lake  Erie,  one  of  our  Five  Nations  of  Indians,  whom  we  call  Sennekas, 
(and  the  French  Sonontouans)  having  hitherto  refused  them  leave  to 
erect  any  Buildings  there. 

The  French  have  been  indefatigable  in  making  Discoveries,  and  car- 
rying on  their  Commerce  with  Nations,  of  whom  the  English  know  noth- 
ing but  what  they  see  in  the  French  Maps  and  Books.  The  Barrenness 
of  the  Soil,  and  the  Coldness  of  the  Climate  of  Canada,  obliges  the 
grestcft  number  of  the  Inhabitants  to  seek  their  hving  by  travelling 
amoog  the  Indians,  or  by  trailing  with  those  that  do  travel.  .  .  . 

But  notwithstanding  all  these  Advantages,  the  French  labour  under 
Difficulties  that  no  Art  or  Industry  can  remove.  The  Moutli  of  the 
Rarer  oi  St.  Lawrence,  and  more  especially  the  Bay  of  St.  Lawrence^  lies 
SO  far  North,  and  is  thereby  so  often  subject  to  tempestuous  Weather 
and  thick  Fogs,  that  the  Navigation  there  is  very  dangerous,  and  never 
attempted  but  during  the  Summer  Months.  The  Wideness  of  this  Bay, 
logether  with  the  many  strong  Currents  that  run  in  it,  the  many  Shelves, 
snd  sunken  Rocks  that  are  every  where  spread  over  both  the  Bay  and 
River,  and  the  want  of  Places  for  anchoring  in  the  Bay,  all  increase  the 
Danger  of  this  Navigation  ]  so  that  a  Voyage  to  Canada  is  justly  esteem'd 
much  Httore  dangerous  than  to  any  other  Part  of  America.  .  .  . 

After  they  pass  Afonreal  they  have  a  strong  Stream  against  them  till 
they  come  near  the  Lakes ;  so  that  in  all  that,  which  is  about  one  hun- 
dttd  and  tifty  Miles  in  Length,  they  force  their  Canoes  forward  with 
setting  Poles,  or  drag  them  with  Ropes  along  shoar  ;  and  at  five  or  six 
difiltrent  Places  in  that  way  the  River  (alls  over  Rocks  with  such  Force, 
that  they  are  obliged  to  onload  their  Canoes,  and  carry  them  upon  their 
Shoulders,  lliey  never  make  this  Voyage  from  Monreal  to  Cataracmi 
in  less  than  twenty  Days,  and  frequently,  twice  that  Time  is  necessary. 

Now  we  arc  come  so  far  as  the  Like,  my  Design  leads  me  no  fiinher, 
for  at  this  Lake  all  the  far  Indians,  that  go  to  Canada,  must  pass  1:^ 
our  Traders.  .\nd  from  thence  the  Road  to  the  Imdiam  Camntnts  is  the 
same  from  Albany  that  it  is  from  MonreaL 

Besides  these  Difficulties  in  the  TraiisportatioD»  the  FrencA  kbonr  under 
greater  in  the  purchasing  of  the  principal  Goods  proper  fo>r  the  Imdimm 
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Market ;  for  the  most  considerable  and  most  valuable  Part  of  their  Cargo 
consists  in  Strouds,  Dtt^h,  Blankets,  and  other  Woo/lens,  which  are 
bought  at  a  much  cheaper  Rate  in  Eng/and  than  in  France.  .  .  . 

From  Alifiiny  the  Indian  Traders  commonly  carry  their  Goods  six- 
teen Miles  over  Land,  to  the  Mohawks  River  at  Schenechtady^  the 
Charge  of  which  Carriage  is  Nine  Shiilings  New  -  York  Money,  or  Five 
Shiiiings  Sferiing  each  Waggon- Load,  From  Schenechtady  they  carry 
them  in  Canoes  \\\y  the  Mohawks  River,  to  the  Carrying- place  between 
the  Mohawks  River ,  and  the  River  which  runs  into  the  Oneida  Lake; 
which  Carrying- place  between  is  only  three  Miles  long,  except  in  very 
dry  Weather,  when  they  are  obliged  to  carry  them  two  Miles  further. 
From  thence  they  go  with  the  Current  down  the  Onondaga  River  to 
the  Cataracui  Lake.  .  .  , 

When  this  Country  (the  Province  of  New -York)  came  first  under 
the  Crown  of  Great-Britain,  our  Fiife  Nations  of  Indians  were  mortal 
Enemies  of  the  French  at  Canada,  and  were  in  a  continual  War  with 
them,  and  all  the  Nations  of  Indians  round  the  Lakes ;  so  that  then 
it  was  not  safe  for  the  English  to  travel  further  than  the  Countries  of 
the  Five  A^ations  ;  nor  would  our  India/is  permit  the  far  Indians  (with 
whom  they  had  constant  War)  to  pass  thro'  their  Countries  to  A3any. 
Besides,  the  Five  Actions  of  Indians  were  at  that  time  so  numerous, 
(consisting  of  ten  times  the  Number  of  fighting  Men  they  now  do)  that 
the  Trade  with  them  alone  was  very  considerable  for  so  young  and 
small  a  Colony,  ,  .  . 

About  this  Time  the  Revolution  happen'd  in  Great-Britain,  which 
was  succeeded  by  a  War  between  Great- Britain  and  France.  In  Feb- 
ruary, i6J|  a  Party  of  three  hundred  Men,  consisting  of  equal  Numbers 
o(  French  and  Indiana,  surprized  Schenechtady  in  the  Night-time,  when 
the  poor  People  were  in  their  Beds,  in  the  greatest  Security,  where  they 
barbarously  murdered  sixty-three  Men,  Women,  and  Children,  in  cold 
Blood,  laid  the  Village  in  Ashes,  and  then  retir'd,  without  reaping  any 
other  Advantage  besides  their  cruel  Revenge  on  innocent  People,  for 
the  Mischief  our  Indians  had  done  them.  This  rais'd  a  cruel  War 
between  the  two  Colonies,  in  which  there  was  much  Mischief  done,  and 
Blood  shed,  without  any  Advantage  to  either  side.  .  .  . 

King  IVi/tiam's  Peace  put  an  End  to  this  War;  but  the  Peace  lasted 
so  short  a  while,  that  the  People  of  this  Province  hardly  had  time  to 
re-settle  their  Farms  on  the  Frontiers,  which  they  had  deserted  in  the 
Time  of  the  War,  much  less  to  adventure  trading  in  the  Indian  Coun- 
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irui,  M>  Utely  the  Scene  of  m>  much  Cruelty.  But  both  Colooics  having 
fM«ir  Jifi  .\l.ht*rrem.e  of  the  CnieUies  of  the  last  War,  agreed  on  a  kind 
oi  Scutf-iJiiy  fiir  the  Judiam,  during  Queen  Anm/'s  War,  in  vhich  Time 
we  kxvt  inuf  h  ground  with  (Nir  own  ImHams :  For  ihit  Frtiuk  having 
karti'd,  \t\  tiear  Kxiiericnce.  that  it  was  not  possible  for  them  to 
<.'^iV|jer  vur  Fnt  Indian  SaH^ns^  rcsoh-*d  to  try  all  Means  to  gain 
the«r  \:li*<tt<^as  and  in  th»  Art  the  French  are  al«a>^  more  soccessfol 
thaft  III  tnat  of  War  :  an<t  the  En^iish  £adling  in  two  iU-cvMicerted  Expe- 
diikviM  j;{«inL<»t  Canada,  the  Indians  k>st  much  of  the  Opinion  they  had 
iji  the  hna/tih  iVwcr  and  Valour.  .  .  . 

A*  «MX*  a.>  loe  Peace  was  proclaimed,  an  open  Trade  with  Monreai 
wa«  curv^eO  »ja  with  such  Earnestness,  that  JUanreai  was  all*d  with 
Indian  (Juodi,  an<  i  Albany  exhausted  ;  by  which  means  Jiamrtal  be- 
carfic  r.nc  [>rif*cipal,  if  not  the  only  Indian  Market,  and  the  Indimms 
depcrt'i'.-i  eutirciy  on  the  Fretuh  for  what  they  wance*i.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Krij.'n  the  wrKhe,  it  seems  plain,  th^u  any  Difficulties  and  Disad- 
va/iU^o  f.n..  Province  has  been  under,  have  only  procee«icd  from  the 
Wars  'vnich  nave  c<>atiriue(i  since  the  lirst  settling  <jf  the  Province,  to 
the  '>C)4mijing  <A  the  la>t  general  Peace.  But  now.  chat  not  only  this 
Ptovin*,".  out  iik«:*ise  (Ml  iix  NatioHs  of  Indians  are  at  Peace,  and  in 
Amity,  ixjtti  -jvitn  tnc  Frencn,  and  ail  the  Indian  Matiuns  widx  whom  we 
t/Aii  iiavc  any  Corn>ncr<:e.  these  liiAoilties  are  ail  reiuov'tl.  and  we  now 
nuyyj  ttiK  ruo»t  ravo.irable  Time,  that  at  any  time  »:an  be  hoped  for,  in 
onicr  to  '.At'.ci.i  the  Bri/iJi  Commerce  in  North- America,  while  the 
Ireiuk  rioL  ^Auy  laoour  under  the  Difficulties  which  I  have  shown  to 
in:  in.-»cparj|jle  troin  the  .Situation  of  their  Colony,  but  likewise  under 
auoincr  I >i»aii vantage,  (not  before  taken  notice  oO  by  the  Furr-Tradc 
<jf  Ciinada  i)cl^^  re!»train'd  to  one  Company.  .  .  . 

L'a<iwraJladi;r  «.f>lderi. /-te^tfri  relatint^  io  .  .  .  the  .  .  .  Encottrat^tnent  of  the 
Indian  /rutie,  *:tt .  in  his  History  of  the  Frve  Indian  Matums  of  Canada 
(LjiiUuiif  (747).  H:coud  pagioatioo,  25-40/(i.fj/i». 


1 1  2.    The  Government  of  Canada  (  1749) 

nV    PROFESSOR    PETER    KALM 

[RANiLArfcb  iiY  John  Rei.nhold  FoRbiKK,  1771) 

Kalm  »ai  a  '^wc-iibu  imuni^t  who  travcllerl  in  .\nicrica  -larinfi  the  vears  1748- 
17^1.  He  •*iu»  \  ;'ain!»t.i^iu>4  an.i  ai.i.urate  ul-scrvci. —  Hiblio^raptu  :  \Vin»»>r,  .Var- 
rativt  and  Critual  ihUoiy,  IV,  jOj-joii,  V,  244;  L'huuuD);  and  HaxU  OMitf,  §  89^ 


I 


I 


Government  of  Canada 


October  the  5  th. 


THE  governor-general  at  Quebec  is,  as  I  have 
already  mentioned  befure,  the  chief  com- 
mander in  Cayxada.  Next  to  him  is  the  intendant  at  Quebec ;  then 
follows  the  governor  of  Montreai^  and  after  him  the  governor  of  Trois 
Rivieres,  The  iniendant  has  the  greatest  power  next  to  the  governor- 
general  ;  he  pays  all  the  money  of  government,  and  is  president  of  the 
board  of  finances,  and  of  the  court  of  justice  in  this  country.  He  is, 
however,  under  ttie  governor-general ;  for  if  he  refuses  to  do  any  thing 
to  which  he  seems  obliged  by  his  office,  the  governor-general  can  give 
him  orders  to  do  it»  which  he  must  obey.  He  is  allowed,  however,  to 
appeal  to  the  government  in  France,  In  each  of  the  ca|iital  towns,  the 
governor  is  the  highest  person,  then  the  lieutenant-general,  next  to  him 
a  major,  and  after  him  the  captains.  The  governur-general  gives  the 
first  orders  in  all  matters  of  consequence.  When  he  comes  to  Tr&is 
Rivieres  and  Mo  tt treat,  the  power  of  the  governor  ceases,  because  he 
always  commands  where  he  is.  The  governor-general  commonly  goes 
to  Montreal  once  every  year,  and  mostly  in  winter ;  and  during  his 
absence  from  Quebec,  the  lieutenant-general  commands  there.  When 
the  governor-general  dies,  or  goes  to  France^  before  a  new  one  is  come 
in  his  stead,  the  governor  of  Montreai  goes  to  Quebec  to  command  in 
the  mean  while,  leaving  the  major  to  conmiand  at  Montreal. 

One  or  two  of  the  king's  ships  are  annually  sent  from  France  to 
Canada,  carrying  recruits  to  supply  the  places  of  those  soldiers,  who 
either  died  in  the  service,  or  have  got  leave  to  settle  in  the  country,  and 
turn  farmers,  or  to  return  to  France.  Almost  every  year  they  send  a 
hundred,  or  a  hundred  and  fifty  people  over  in  this  manner.  With 
these  people  they  likewise  send  over  a  great  number  of  persons,  who 
have  been  found  guilty  of  smuggling  in  France.  They  were  formerly 
condemned  to  the  gallies,  but  at  presient  they  send  them  to  the  colo- 
nies, where  ihey  are  free  as  soon  as  they  arrive,  and  can  choose  what 
manner  of  life  they  [>lease,  but  are  never  allowed  to  go  out  of  the  coun- 
try, without  the  king's  special  licence.  The  king's  ships  likewise  bring 
a  great  quantity  of  merchandizes  which  the  king  has  bought,  in  order 
to  be  distributed  among  the  Indians  on  certain  occasions.  The  inhabi- 
tants of  Canada  pay  ver>'  little  to  the  king.  In  the  year  1748,  a  begin- 
ning was,  however,  made,  by  laying  a  duty  of  three  fer  cent,  on  all  the 
French  goods  imported  by  the  merchants  of  Canada.  A  regulation 
was  likewise  made  at  that  lime,  that  all  the  furs  and  skins  exported  to 
France  from  hence,  should  pay  a  certain  duty  ;  but  what  is  carried  to 
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CHAPTER   XVIII  — THE    INDIANS 


I 
I 


113.    The  Life  of  an  Indian  Trader  (1735-1775) 

BY    JAMES    ADAIR    (1/75) 

Adair  spent  a  great  part  of  his  life  among  the  Indians,  and  his  account  of  them  is 
one  of  the  best  that  we  have.  —  Bibliography :  Tyler,  American  Literature^  I, 
154-157;  Channing  and  Mart,  Guide^  §§  80,  104,  131.  —  For  other  extracts  on  the 
Indians,  see  Contemporarits,  I,  Index. 

I  SHALL  now  describe  the  domestic  life  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
traders  araong  them.  The  Indians  settle  themselves  in  towns  or 
villages  after  an  easy  manner ;  the  houses  are  not  too  close  to  incom- 
mode one  another,  nor  too  far  distant  for  social  defence.  If  the  nation 
where  the  English  traders  reside,  is  at  war  with  the  French,  or  their  red 
confederates,  which  is  the  same,  their  houses  are  built  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  if  desired,  on  account  of  greater  security.  But  if  they  are  at 
peace  with  each  other,  both  the  Indians  and  traders  chuse  to  settle  at  a 
very  convenient  distance,  for  the  sake  of  their  live  stock,  especially  the 
latter,  for  the  Indian  youth  are  as  destructive  to  the  pigs  and  poultry,  as 
so  many  young  wolves  or  foxes.  Their  parents  now  only  give  them  ill 
names  for  such  misconduct,  calling  them  mad  ;  but  the  mischievotis,  and 
thievish,  were  formerly  sure  to  be  dry- scratched,  which  punishment  hath 
been  already  described. 

Most  of  the  Indians  have  clean,  neat,  dwelling  houses,  white-washed 
within  and  without,  either  with  decayed  oyster-shells,  coarse-chalk,  or 
white  marly  clay  ;  one  or  other  of  which,  each  of  our  Indian  nations 
abounds  with,  be  they  ever  so  far  distant  from  the  sea-shore  ;  the  Indians, 
as  well  as  the  traders,  usually  decorate  their  summer-houses  with  this 
favourite  white-wash.  —  The  former  have  likewise  each  a  corn-house, 
fowl-house,  and  a  hot-house,  or  stove  for  winter:  and  so  have  the 
traders  likewise  separate  store -houses  for  their  goods,  as  well  as  to  con- 
tain the  proper  remittances  received  in  exchange. 

The  traders  hot-houses  are  appropriated  to  their  young- rising  prolific 
family,  and  their  well-pleased  attendants,  who  are  always  as  kindly  treated 
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lis  Itirfliif-ii .  Mill  «h»i!  vrtiitun  iMiilcIings,  arc  like  towers  in  cities,  beyond 

ihi  ixtniiiKM  -)/•  i)(  iliiis<-  III  llir  ln<li.ins.     Hcfore  the  Indians  were  cor- 

iii|iii  i|  li\  ini  ii  •  II  M\  »in))iiH  s.  tlint  good  sense  led  them  to  esteem  the 

II  nit  I     Htwiu'  ih»  III  ■!«.  thill  sriond  sun.  warming  their  backs  with  the 

III, 1 1  ii  rli  1 1 1  >,    Hid  k*  •  |>iiii^  111  thrii  <-an«IIo  of  hie  both  by  plentiful  sup- 

I -  II    iii-l  '  I'MiiiiM.il  I'luti'i  iiiin  ;ind  s:itiMy.  from  the  fire-arms  and  ammu- 

II. I,  M  mIimIi  ill.  \    tiiMirilU  I'loiight  to  them.     While  the  Indians  were 

...ij  >!    ji.  iiHiMKc.   luil  iinriMiiipt  in  moralN.  the  traders  cnuld  not  be 

,     »    M..I  ni\1ii))|>\     i«M  Ou\  w«Tf  Viin.ilx  trt'aied.  and  watchfully  guarded. 

i..   I  «\    'I  iiii-n.'S   !»».■  «s  i»;.)i?iMi».  jvomL',  and  possessed  all  the  need- 

i,.i  i'..  «■     :     Mil*.     1  i«'»s,»-.  i?«K  !>♦;  vMs\      ThTOMjiK  aV.  the  Indian  roun- 

i,  t    .,.;■'.«  \v-    »    i'-^  ,»«•■  o'v^'vv.  iv:  Ix-r.,:  forced  m  the  lea5t 

!     .       ..,»:'.   J,      .^.»..  ..^  >,.  !.v  .»\%i-  !Tv-:nr;o:-.      P^'fore  thai  most 

...    ■  ■  •    •   \  ■•'    .'    V...  .    '•.  v'v  v*N  ?  ■w>^  '^'k'e.  only  .i  suiricieni 
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proper  measures.  Such  a  number  of  lewd,  idle  white  savages  are  very 
hurtful  to  the  honest  part  of  the  traders,  by  heightening  the  value  of 
vegetables,  especially  in  the  time  of  light  crops,  to  an  exorbitant  price ; 
for  by  inebriating  the  Indians  with  their  nominaliy  prohibited,  and  pois- 
oning spirits,  they  ])urchase  the  necessaries  of  life,  at  four  or  five  hundred 
per  cent  cheaper,  than  the  orderly  traders ;  which  is  a  great  check  to 
the  few,  who  have  a  love  to  the  welfare  of  their  country,  and  strictly 
observe  the  laws  of  trade.  Besides,  those  men  decoy  the  intoxicated 
savages  to  defraud  the  old  fair  dealer  every  winter,  of  many  thousand 
pounds  of  drest  deer-skins,  by  the  enchanting  force  of  liquors,  which,  on 
account  of  their  indolence  and  improvident  disposition,  interest  abso- 
lutely required  him  to  credit  them  for :  but  when  at  the  end  of  their  mad 
career,  they  open  their  distracted  eyes,  and  bitterly  inveigh  against  the 
tempting  authors  of  their  nakedness,  then  there  is  the  same  necessity  of 
trusting  them  a-new  for  the  next  season's  hunt,  and  likewise  the  same 
improbability,  either  of  better  success,  or  any  sort  of  redress;  for  family 
jobs  must  not  be  interrupted  or  retarded  on  any  account.  .  .  . 

Buffalo  flesh  is  nothing  but  beef  of  a  coarser  grain,  though  of  a  sweeter 
taste  than  the  tame  sort :  elk-fJesh  has  the  like  affinity  to  venison.  The 
deer  are  very  fat  in  winter,  by  reason  of  the  great  quantities  of  chesnuts, 
and  various  sorts  of  acorns,  that  cover  the  boundless  woods.  Though 
most  of  the  traders  who  go  to  the  remote  Indian  countries,  have  tame 
stock,  as  already  described,  and  are  very  expert  at  fire-arms  and  ranging 
the  woods  a  hunting  ;  yet  every  servant  that  each  of  them  fits  out  for  the 
winter's  hunt,  brings  home  to  his  master  a  large  heap  of  fat  barbecued 
briskets,  rumps,  and  tongues  of  buffalo  and  deer,  as  well  as  plenty  of 
bear-ribs,  which  are  piled  on  large  racks  :  these  are  laid  up  and  used 
not  for  necessity,  but  for  the  sake  of  variety.  The  traders  carry  up  also 
plenty  of  chocolate,  coffee,  and  sugar,  which  enables  them  with  their 
numberless  quantity  of  fowls-eggs,  fruit,  &c.  to  have  puddings,  pyes, 
pasties,  fritters,  and  many  other  articles  of  the  like  kind,  in  as  great 
plenty,  as  in  the  FVnglish  settlements.  Several  of  the  Indians  produce 
sugar  out  of  the  sweet  maple-tree,  by  making  an  incision,  draining  the 
juice,  and  boiling  it  to  a  proper  consistence. 

Though  m  most  of  the  Indian  nations,  the  water  is  good,  because  of 
their  high  situation,  yet  the  traders  very  seldom  drink  any  of  it  at  home  ; 
for  the  women  beat  in  mortars  their  flinty  corn,  till  all  the  husks  are 
taken  off,  which  having  well  sifted  and  fanned,  they  boil  in  large  earthen 
pots  ;  then  straining  ofl"  the  thinnest  part  into  a  pot,  they  mix  it  with 
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the  pustules  appeared,  they  leaped  naked  into  the  cold  water  of  the 
rivers,  lakes,  or  founlains,  and  either  dived  over  head  into  it,  or  poured 
it  over  their  body  in  great  abundance,  in  order  to  cool  the  heat  of  the 
fever.  In  the  same  manner  they  carry  their  children,  when  they  have 
the  smallpox,  into  the  water  and  duck  them.  But  brandy  has  killed 
most  of  the  Iniiians.  This  liquor  was  likewise  entirely  unknown  to 
them,  before  the  Europeans  came  hither;  but  after  they  had  tasted  it, 
they  could  never  get  enough  of  it.  A  man  can  hardly  have  a  greater 
desire  of  a  thing,  than  the  Indians  have  of  brandy.  I  have  heard  them 
say,  that  to  die  by  drinking  brandy,  was  a  desirable  and  an  honourable 
death ;  and  indeed  'tis  no  very  uncommon  thing  to  kill  themselves  by 
drinking  this  liquor  to  excess. 

Peter  Kalm,  Travels  into  North  America  (London,  1771),  11,  93-95. 
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115.    A  Flowery  Speech  to  the  Six  Nations  (1753) 

BY   SIR    WILLIAM  JOHNSON 

The  author  of  this  piece  lived  among  the  Indians  in  the  Mohawk  valley,  as  a 
kind  of  feudal  chieftain  and  representative  of  the  New  York  government. —  iJilili- 
ography  :  Wtnsor,  Xarrative  and  Critical  History,  V,  583-584;  W.  E.  GrifEs,  ^iV 
iVtiliam  Johnson  and  the  Six  Xaiicns. 

ERE  follows  what  T  said  to  the  General  Convention  of  the  Six  Na- 
tions at  Onondaga  spoke  by  Hendrick  the  Chief  of  the  Mohawks. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

The  great  concern  I  am  under  for  the  loss  of  our  three  great  and 
beloved  Brothers  Caghniagarota,  Onughsadego  and  Gahiisquerowana, 
who  in  their  time  made  your  Assembly  corapleat,  makes  it  incumbent 
on  me  to  condole  their  death,  and  as  it  is  a  great  loss  to  us  in  general, 
I  do  by  these  three  Belts  of  Wampum  dry  up  your  tears  that  we  may 
see  each  other,  clear  your  throats  that  we  may  Speak  together,  and  wash 
away  their  blood  out  of  our  sight,  and  cover  their  bones  with  these 
Strow'd  Blankets 

Here  gave  the  three  Belts  of  Wampum  and  three  Blanketts  of  Strowd. 
Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations 

I  am  now  to  acquaint  you  that  the  indisposition  of  the  present  Gov- 
ernor and  the  expectation  of  the  sudden  arrival  of  a  ntyi  one,  has  occa- 
sioned the  interview,  proposed  at  Albany  between  you  and  him  this 
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is  it  with  your  consent  or  leave  that  they  proceed  in  this  extraordinary 
manner,  endeavouring  by  force  of  arms  to  dispossess  your  own  native 
allies  as  well  as  your  bretheren  the  English,  and  establishing  themselves? 

A  large  Belt.  .  .  . 
Bretheren  of  the  Senecas, 

As  you  have  always  been  looked  upon  as  the  door  of  the  Six  Nations 
where  all  news,  especially  from  the  Westward  and  Southward  must  enter 
and  go  out,  we  dont  hear  this  door  open  as  we  used  to  do  formerly,  and 
believe  il  to  be  worn  out,  &  think  it  necessary  to  hang  on  a  new  one 
of  such  wood  as  will  never  decay  ;  the  noise  of  whiih  when  it  opens 
should  alarm  all  the  Confederacy.  I  must  now  dt-sire  you  that  what- 
ever you  hear  of  consequence  you  would  send  it  verv  <iistinctly  to  the 
Sachems  of  Onondaga  who  will  send  it  directly  to  your  Bretheren.  I 
require  also  as  you  are  nearest  to  the  Western  Tribes  of  Indians  that 
you  will  endeavour  all  in  your  power  to  draw  as  many  of  them  into  our 
interest  as  possibly  you  can,  by  which  means  the  Six  Nations  may 
continue  their  strength  &  credit.  A  Belt.  .  .  . 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

You  must  imagine  1  was  much  troubled  when  immediately  after  my 
appointment  to  meet  you  at  Onondaga,  to  renew  and  put  in  order  every 
thing  relating  to  your  affairs,  to  hear  that  some  of  your  people  were 
returned  with  scalp  and  prisoners  from  the  Catabaws,  with  whom  ynu 
made  so  solemn  a  peace  last  year  in  my  presence,  which  pleased  all 
your  bretheren  the  English  upon  this  Continent,  the  King  your  Father 
also  approved  of  it.  Now  what  an  everlasting  shame  must  it  be  to  the 
Six  Nations  if  this  bloody  affair  be  not  immediately  made  up,  if  it  be 
possible.  I  expect  at  least  that  you  return  the  prisoners  if  any  you 
have,  and  committ  no  further  hostilities  on  that  Nation.  A  Belt.  .  .  . 
Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

I  take  this  opportunity  to  return  you  the  three  Flclts  of  \Vam|)um  sent 
by  you  to  the  Governor  with  a  request  to  hinrler  the  Ktun  from  rotiiing 
among  You.  He  was  very  gla<l  to  gratific  you  in  it,  and  that  yon  hafl 
seen  the  ill  consefjuences  of  that  bewitching  litpmr,  and  hope;*  you  will 
continue  in  that  re.solution  always.  The  ])ror!amaiinn  f<irlH<t(hug  Kum 
to  be  sent  or  sold  any  where  among  you  (cxr  cpt  nt  Oswrgo)  i%  already 
published.  Here  rcturnctl  them  ihcir  Three  Bella. 

Bretheren  of  the  Six  Nations. 

I  have  now  only  to  recommend  what  I  have  naid  in  your  Urother  the 
Governor's  name  to  your  scriouii  c;on»Klcration,  and  when  you  are  pre- 
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ihe  tortures  ihey  enflict  on  their  prisoners,  I  readily  grant ;  but  let  us 
look  on  the  reverse  of  this  terrifying  picture,  and  we  shall  find  them 
temperate  both  in  their  diet  and  potations  (it  must  be  remembered, 
that  I  speak  of  those  tribes  who  have  little  communication  with  Euro- 
peans) that  they  withstand,  with  unexampled  patience,  the  attacks  of 
hunger,  or  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  and  esteem  the  gratification 
of  their  appetites,  but  as  a  secondary  consideration. 

We  shall  likewise  see  them  sociable  and  humane  to  those  whom  they 
consider  as  their  friends,  and  even  to  their  adopted  enemies  ;  and  ready  to 
partake  with  them  of  the  last  morsel,  or  to  risk  their  lives  in  their  defence. 

In  contradiction  to  the  report  of  many  other  travellers,  all  of  which 
have  been  tinctured  with  prejudice,  I  can  assert,  that  notwithstanding 
the  apparent  indifference  with  which  an  Indian  meets  his  wife  and  chil- 
dren after  a  long  absence,  an  indifference  proceeding  rather  from  cus- 
tom than  insensibility,  he  is  not  unmindful  of  the  claims  either  of 
connubial  or  parental  tenderness;  the  little  story  I  have  introduced  in 
the  preceding  chapter  of  the  Naudowessie  woman  lamenting  her  child, 
and  the  immature  death  of  the  father,  will  elucidate  this  point,  and 
enforce  the  assertion  much  better  than  the  most  studied  arguments  I 
can  make  use  of. 

Accustomed  from  their  youth  to  innumerable  hardships,  they  soon 
become  superior  to  a  sense  of  danger  or  the  dread  of  death  ;  and  their 
fortitude,  implanted  by  nature,  and  nurtured  by  example,  by  precept, 
and  accident,  never  experiences  a  moment's  allay. 

Though  slothful  and  inactive  whilst  their  store  of  provision  remains 
unexhausted,  and  their  foes  are  at  a  distance,  they  are  indefatigable  and 
persevering  in  pursuit  of  their  game,  or  in  circumventing  their  enemies. 

If  they  are  artful  and  designing,  and  ready  to  take  every  advantage, 
if  they  are  cool  and  deliberate  in  their  councils,  and  cautious  in  the 
extreme  either  of  discovering  their  sentiments,  or  of  revealing  a  secret, 
they  might  at  the  same  time  boast  of  possessing  qualifications  of  a  more 
animated  nature,  of  the  sagacity  of  a  hound,  the  penetrating  sight  of  a 
lynx,  the  cunning  of  the  fox,  the  agility  of  a  bounding  roe,  and  the 
unconquerable  fierceness  of  the  tyger. 

In  their  public  characters,  as  forming  part  of  a  community,  they  pos- 
sess an  attachment  for  that  band  to  which  they  belong,  unknown  to  the 
inhabitants  of  any  other  country.  They  combine,  as  if  they  were  actu- 
ated only  by  one  soul,  against  the  enemies  of  their  nation,  and  banish 
from  their  minds  every  consideration  opposed  to  this. 
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CHAPTER   XIX  — INTERCOLONIAL   WARS 
117.    The  Taking  of  Schenectady  (1690) 

By    COMPTROLLER-GENERAL    DE    MONSEIGNAT 

(Tkanslated  by  E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  1843) 

Monseignat  wu  a  Canadian  official,  a  protegf  of  Madame  de  Maintenon^  to  whom 
this  account  is  addressett. —  liibliography :  WirisoT,  A'arraiivf  and  Criiical  History, 
V,  190;  Parkman,  froufgnac  and  Xnv  firatce,  <:h.  xi;  Channiiig  and  Hart,  Guide, 
§  131. — .For  earlier  Indian  wars,  see  ConUmporaria,  I,  Nos.  39,  40,60,  91, 127,  134. 

[EWS  arrived  at  Quebec  of  the  success  of  the  first  party 
that  had  gone  out  against  the  English,  and  which  had 
been  organized  at  Montreal.  It  might  have  consisted  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  men  \  to  wit,  of  80  Indians  of  the  Sault  and  the  Mountain, 
sixteen  Algonquins,  and  the  remainder  Frenchmen.  It  was  commanded 
by  Lieutenants  Le  Moyne  de  Sainte  H^lene  and  Dailleboust  dc  Manlet, 
both  Canadians,  under  whom  were  Sieurs  le  Moyne  d'lberville  and  Re- 
pent igny  de  Montesson.  The  best  qualified  of  the  French  were  Sieurs 
tie  Bonrepos  and  de  La  Brosse,  reduced  lieutenants  {rej&rmes)  Sieurs 
L>e  Moyne  de  Biainville,  Le  Bert  du  Chesne,  and  la  Marque  de  Montigny, 
who  all  served  as  volunteers.  They  took  their  departure  from  Montreal 
in  the  fore  part  of  February,  .  .  . 

.  .  .  they  .  .  .  experienced  inconceivable  difficulties  .  .  .  having  been 
obliged  to  wade  up  to  their  knees  in  water,  and  to  break  the  ice  with 
their  feet  in  order  to  find  a  solid  footing. 

They  arrived  within  two  leagues  of  Corlard  about  four  o'clock  in  the 
evening,  and  were  harangued  by  the  Great  Mohawk,  the  chief  of  the 
Iroquois  of  the  Sault.  He  urged  on  all  to  perform  their  duty,  and  to 
forget  their  past  fatigue,  in  the  hope  of  taking  ample  revenge  for  the 
injuries  they  had  received  from  the  Iroquois  at  the  solicitation  of  the 
English,  and  of  washing  them  out  in  the  blood  of  those  traitors.  This 
Indian  was  without  contradiction  the  most  considerable  of  his  tribe,  an 
honest  man,  as  full  of  spirit,  prudence  and  generosity  as  possible,  and 
capable  at  the  same  time  of  the  grandest  undertakings.  Four  squaws 
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were  shortly  after  discovered  in  a  wigwam  who  gave  every  infoniiation 
nece>»ary  for  the  atuck  on  the  town.  The  fire  found  in  their  hut  served 
to  warm  those  who  were  benumbed,  and  they  continued  their  march, 
having  previously  deuched  Gigui^res,  a  Canadian,  with  nine  Indians,  on 
the  scout.  They  discovered  no  one,  and  letumed  to  join  the  main  body 
within  one  league  of  Coriaid. 

At  eWven  ol  the  clock  at  night,  they  came  within  sight  of  the  town, 
icioh-ed  to  defer  the  assauh  until  two  o'clock  of  the  morning.  But  the 
exce»ive  cold  admitted  of  no  further  delay. 

The  town  ol  Coirkaid  forms  a  sort  ol  oblong  with  only  two  gates — 
OAe  o{>poDite  where  our  party  had  halted :  the  other  opening  towards 
Orao^e,  wcuch  k  oobr  six  VKJ^goes  dtstant.  Messieurs  de  Siinte  Hilene 
aivi  de  Xiaotet  were  to  enter  at  the  first  whxh  the  sqaaws  pomted  ont, 
aod  which,  in  6hct,  was  kyoai  wide  open-  Mcsswors  d'lbernOe  and  de 
Mooceasoa  took  the  lect  with  another  deCachoKnc.  in  occfer  to  make 
theoobelves  isasters  of  that  leading  to  Orange-  Bfat  they  coold  not  dis- 
cover ic.  ami  returned  to  join  the  remainder  of  the  party.  A  profoond 
silence  wa»  every  where  observed,  until  the  two  Cammandersw  who 
separated  alter  having  entered  toe  romn  for  the  purpose  of  encircling  it, 
met  at  the  -jther  extreroity. 

The  signal  of  attack  was  given  Indian  mshion,  and  the  entire  force 
rushed  oa  simultaneously. 

>I.  de  viancet  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  one  detachment,  and 
reached  i  small  fort  where  the  garrison  was  under  arms.  The  gate  was 
bunit  in  uter  a  good  deal  of  ditficulty,  the  whole  set  on  nre.  and  all  who 
defended  the  place  slaughtered. 

The  sack  of  liie  town  began  a  moment  before  the  attack  on  the  forL 
Few  houses  made  any  resistance.  M.  de  Montigny  discovered  several 
which  he  attempted  to  carry  sword  in  hand,  having  trieti  the  mu^et  in 
vain.  He  received  two  thrusts  of  a  halbert  Kpertumane's  one  in  the 
!»Jy  ind  the  other  in  the  arm.  But  M.  «ie  Saince  H6lene  having  come 
to  ins  lid,  effected  an  entrance,  and  put  every  one  who  defended  the 
piai.fi  to  the  sword.  The  Mas^iacre  lasted  two  hours.  ITie  remainder 
ot  *hc  ntght  -vas  spent  in  placing  sentinels,  and  in  taking  some  rest. 

The  ivjuse  ■)elonging  to  the  Minister  was  ordered  to  be  saved,  so  as 
tfj  ta^ce  him  aiive  to  obtain  information  from  him ;  but  as  it  was  not 
known.  :t  was  not  :jparcd  .my  more  than  the  others.  He  was  killed  in 
It  in«i  'lis  papers  burnt  before  he  could  be  recognized. 

At  -lay  break  some  men  were  sent  to  the  dwelling  of  Mr.  Conure  who 
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was  Nfajor  of  the  place,  and  who  lived  at  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
He  was  not  willing  to  surrender,  and  put  himself  on  the  defensive  with 
his  servants  and  some  Indians  ;  but  as  it  was  resolved  not  to  do  him 
any  harm,  in  consequence  of  the  good  treatment  that  the  French  had 
formerly  experienced  at  his  hands,  M.  d'lberville  and  the  Great  Mohawk 
proceeded  thither  alone,  promised  him  quarter  for  himself,  his  people 
and  his  property,  whereupon  he  laid  down  his  arms  on  their  assurance, 
entertained  them  in  his  fort,  and  returned  with  them  to  see  the  Com- 
mandants in  the  town. 

In  order  to  occupy  the  Indians,  who  would  otherwise  have  taken  to 
drink  and  thus  rendered  themselves  unable  for  defence,  the  houses  had 
alreaily  been  set  on  fire.  None  were  spared  in  the  town  but  one  belong- 
ing to  Condre,  and  that  of  a  widow  who  had  six  children,  whither  M.  de 
Monligny  had  been  carried  when  wounded.  All  the  rest  were  burnt. 
The  lives  of  between  fifty  and  sixty  persons,  old  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren were  spared,  they  having  escaped  the  first  fury  of  the  attack;  also 
some  thirty  Iroquois,  in  order  to  show  them  that  it  was  the  Ivnglish  and 
not  they  against  whom  the  grudge  was  entertained.  The  loss  on  this 
occasion  in  houses,  cattle  and  grain,  amounts  to  more  than  four  hundred 
thousand  Hvres.  There  were  upwards  of  eighty  well  built  and  well  fur- 
nished houses  in  the  town. 

The  return  march  commenced  with  thirty  prisoners.  The  wounded, 
who  were  to  be  carried,  and  the  plunder  with  wliich  all  the  Indians  and 
some  Frenchmen  were  loaded,  caused  considerable  inconvenience-  Fifty 
good  horses  were  broiight  away.  Sixteen  of  them  only  reached  Montreal. 
The  remainder  were  kilted  on  the  road  for  food.  .  .  . 

Such,  Madam,  is  the  account  of  what  passed  at  the  taking  of  Corlard. 
The  French  lost  but  twenty-one  men,  namely  four  Indians  and  seven- 
teen Frenchmen,  Only  one  Indian  and  one  Frenchman  were  killed  at 
the  capture  of  the  town.     The  others  were  lost  on  the  road. 

E.  B.  O'Callaghan,  editor,  Difcumenis  relative  to  the  Colonial  History  of  tki 
Slati  of  Nrw-York  (Albany,  \%%^\  IX,  466-469 ^<ifjiiw. 
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1 1.S*  Tbc  Evil  Deeds  of  the  Spanianis  •  i  joi-i  740J 

SV  C0L03IEL    MltXS    BKEWTCW   Aim  OTBEMS   <I74I> 

•1^  a  «titMHa(  «^  dM  — y»  rf  i>«if  cm— if  mhi- 
34^  ~  for  «wfM»  «soMi»  «l  ibc 

f  S  f  7*^«  bcibfit  Qoeco  AmraTs  DclIuMmm  of  War  was  Luuviu  in  ibae 
Pa/u,  the  SfamiarJs  fcnaed  anoclicr  Desgn  to  !■■  opon  ov  Settle- 
menu  bf  land,  at  the  Head  of  Nime  Hmmirtd  Af^tUckee  iadtams  from 
thmee.  Tbe  Cr//^  fitdicmi,  in  Friendship  widi  dull  Piorincc,  coming  at 
a  KnowMfs  oC  it,  and  ■maiblc  of  die  Dangoi  appennrhin^ ; 
our  Traden,  dkco  in  die  Nation  vidi  it,  vhen  dm  Aimf  \ 
Ikvir  March  comng  down  dut  Waj.  The  Tradcn  haring  thereopon 
CACooraf'd  die  Crttks  10  get  ioged»er  an  Arm?  of  ¥^»e  Hmmind  Men, 
headed  the  mme,  and  wmi  oot  Xo  meet  the  odier.  ...  die  Cntka  vodtk- 
\a%  Ibrtb  UA  00  diem,  killed  and  took  the  greatest  Psut,  and  endidy 
iOolad  incnu  .  •  • 

In  the  latter  End  of  the  same  V'car,  Queen  Anve's  War  being  com- 
menced. Col.  Moi>rt  then  Governor  of  this  Prffvince^  with  Reason 
expected  a  Visit  from  the  Spaniard$^  and  it  havii^  been  soggestcd  to 
him,  dml  Si.  AugiuHn*  might  be  easiJy  taken,  if  surprized,  he  judged 
it  toe  10  give  diem  the  firtt  Blow.  Accordingly  he  undertook  an  Expe- 
I  didon  agaimi  it  with  aboiti  Fhr  Hundrr.i  \Vhiies.  and  Fire  Hundwtd 
Indiaas.  He  himtclf  with  Four  Hundred  of  the  Whiles  proceeded  in 
the  VewMrh  directly  to  the  Bar  of  Si.  Augustine  Harbour,  whilst  Col. 
Datiiei  bndinK  at  .SV.  /u<in*t  niarch'd  directly  from  thence  with  the  other 
Hundred  :iiii1  ihe  Indians,  and  entered  the  Town  with  them  only,  the 
».ifnp  |).iy  an  I  U  appeared  in  Sight.     This  hltle  Army  kept  the 

(  jHtlf  (low  t'  I  Kjve  Three  Months;  and  repelled  several  Sallies 

with  the  Ujm  ot  very  few  Men.  Yet  having  no  Bombs  with  them,  and 
a  Spanish  Man  of  War  coming  to  its  Relief  from  the  Havanna  with  a 
considerable  Ntimticr  of  Men,  on  Hoard  Four  large  Transp)orts,  which 
landed  on  Anastatia,  they  were  obligetl  to  retreat :  But  not  without 
Fint  Burning  the  Town, 

In  1704,  Col.  Afoore  wa«  commissioned  as  Lieutenant  General  hy 
Sir  Sathaniei  Johnson,  who  ^ucrccdcd  him  in  the  Government,  to  make 
an  Kxpcdition  ngaituit  the  Sf^aniards  and  Indians  at  Apalatchee,  about 
Eighty  Mile*  to  the  Went  of  .SV.  Augustine^  on  the  same  Motives  that  the 
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preceding  Expedition  had  i;»een  undertaken.  ...  By  this  Conquest  of 
Apaiaihee  the  Province  was  freed  from  any  Danger  from  that  Piirt  during 
the  whole  War.  And  this  important  Service  was  effected  without  pul- 
ling this  Government  to  the  least  Expense. 

In  1706,  the  Spaniards  at  St.  Augustine  joined  the  French  from 
Martinico,  in  making  up  a  Fleet  of  Ten  Sail,  with  Eight  Hu mired  Men, 
Whites^  Mustees^  and  Negroes^  and  Twi>  IJundred  Indians^  to  invade 
this  Province.  The  Shi[)  on  Board  which  the  Chief  Commander  was, 
being  separated  from  the  Fleet,  fell  into  Sewee  Bay,  not  knowing  the 
Place.  The  rest  coming  over  Charles-Town  Bar,  anchored  just  within 
on  a  .Sunda}\  where  they  remained,  sending  Parties  ashore  on  James- 
Island  and  iVandt^-Neck^  phmdering  and  burning  Houses,  &c.  'till  Fri- 
day following  Capl.  Fenwicke  going  from  Charles- Jhicn,  with  One 
Hundred  Men,  landed  at  Hohkaw  in  Sight  of  Town,  upon  a  Party  of 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty  Men,  who  had  got  thither  an(i  set  a  Ship  on 
Fire-  He  attacked  ihem,  killed  and  wounded  about  Thirty,  and  took 
Seven f}'  Prisoners.  The  next  Day  the  Shiii  which  had  lost  Company, 
still  not  appearing,  the  whole  Fleet  set  Sail  again. 

In  1715,  Peace  having  been  some  Time  concluded  between  the 
Crowns,  the  Yamasee  Indians  .  .  ,  living  contiguous  to,  and  in  the 
most  intimate  Manner  with  the  Settlers  in  those  Parts,  having  been  ill 
used  by  some  of  the  Traders  amongst  them,  were  so  far  disgusted,  that 
they  broke  out  war  with  this  Pravince^  by  massacring  on  the  Fifteenth 
Day  of  ^"//r/V  above  Eighty  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Granville  County.  .  .  . 
headed  by  Spaniards,  they  cut  off  several  of  the  Settlers,  and  carried 
off  their  Slaves.  The  Slaves  themselves  at  length,  taking  Advantage  of 
those  Things,  deserted  of  their  own  Accord  to  St.  Angus tine^  and  upon 
being  demanded  back  by  this  Government  they  were  not  returned,  but 
such  Rales  paid  for  those  iJiat  could  not  l>e  concealed  as  thai  Govern- 
ment was  pleased  to  set  upon  them.  The  Evil  encreasfng,  allho'  Col. 
Pa rytjoell  who  was  sent  from  hence  to  St.  Angi/stine,  immediately  after 
ihe  Conclusion  of  Queen  Anne's  Peace,  hatl  in  Behalf  of  this  Gozfern- 
ment  then  entered  into  a  stipulation  with  that,  mutually  to  return  any 
Slaves  ihal  should  for  the  future  desert  either  Government ;  Col.  Hall 
was  sent  to  St.  Augustine  in  1  725,  with  whom  //; (7/ Government  confirmed 
the  said  Stipulation.     Nolvvithstandtng  which,  the  very  year  following : 

In  1727,  Peace  between  the  Crowns  continuing,  fresh  Depradations 
were  committed  on  this  Province  from  Augustine,  both  by  L;md  and 
Water ;  which  created  the  Expense  of  Two  Expeditions  to  prevent  the 
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Pirogrws  of  them.  ...  .\t  the  same  Time  a  Party  of  Vamas^e  Indians, 
headed  l)y  Spaniards  from  St.  Augustine,  ha>*iDg  murdered  our  Out- 
Si'ctu/tf  made  an  Incursion  into  our  Settlements.  .  .  . 

In  the  latter  End  of  1737,  shU Ptace  subsisting,  great  Preparations  were 
made  to  invade  openly  diis  Province  and  Georgia.  For  that  Purpose  a 
gTe;it  llody  of  Men  arrive*!  at  St.  Augustine,  in  Galleys  from  the  Hatmna ; 
whi<  h  put  this  Prtn'ifice  to  a  very  la^e  Expense  to  provide  against.  But 
happily  they  were  countermanded  just  as  they  were  ready  to  set  off. 

In  1 738,  a/tho'  Peace  subsisted,  and  Goytmot  Johnson  after  his  Arrival 
here  had,  in  1 733,  renewed  the  before  mentioned  Stipulation,  another 
Method  was  taken  by  the  Spaniards  to  answer  their  Ends.  Hitherto 
the  Government  of  St.  Augustine  had  not  dared  to  acknowledge,  much 
less  to  justify,  the  little  Villainies  and  Violences  offered  to  our  Proper- 
tics  :  But  now  an  Edict  of  his  Catholic  Majesty  himself,  bearing  Date 
in  N(n'emher  1733,  was  published  by  Beat  of  Drum  round  the  Town  of 
St.  Augustine  (where  many  Negroes  t>elonging  to  English  Vessels  that 
carried  thither  .Supplies  of  Provisions,  &c,,  had  the  Opportunity  of  hear- 
ing it)  promising  Liberty  and  Protection  to  ail  Slaves  that  should  desert 
thither  from  any  of  the  English  Colonies,  but  more  especially  from  this. 
And,  lest  that  should  not  prove  sufficient  of  itself,  secret  Measures  were 
taken  to  make  it  known  to  our  S/ares  in  general.  In  Consequence  of 
which  Numbers  of  Starrs  did,  from  Time  to  Time,  by  I^nd  and  Water 
desert  to  St.  Augustine ;  And,  the  belter  to  facilitate  their  Escape,  car- 
ried off  their  Master's  Morses,  Boats,  <5r'c.  some  of  them  first  coinmiting 
Murder  ;  and  were  accordingly  received  and  declared  free.  Our  present 
Lieutenant  Goi'ernor,  by  Deputies  sent  from  hence  on  that  Occasion  to 
Seignor  Don  Afanuel  de  Afontiano,  the  present  Ciovemor  of  St.  Augustine, 
set  forth  the  Manner  in  which  those  Slaves  had  escaped  :  and  rede- 
manded  them  pursuant  to  the  Stipulation  between  the  Two  Govern- 
ments, and  to  the  Peace  subsisting  between  the  Crowns.  Notwithstanding 
which,  tho*  that  Governor  acknowledged  those  Slaves  to  be  there,  yet 
producing  the  King  of  Spain's  said  Edict  he  declared  that  he  could  not 
deliver  them  up,  without  a  positive  Order  for  that  purpose  from  the  King, 
and  that  he  should  continue  to  receive  all  others  that  should  resort  thither^ 
it  having  been  an  article  0/  Complaint  against  his  Predecessor,  that  he 
had  not  put  the  said  Edict  in  force  sooner.  The  Success  of  those  Depu- 
ties being  loo  well  known  at  their  Return,  Conspiracies  were  form'd  and 
Attempts  made  by  more  Slaves  to  desert  to  St.  .Auguitine :  But  ...  by 
great  Vigilance,  they  were  prevented  from  succeeding.     However, 
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In  September  1739,  our  Siaves  made  an  Insurrection  at  Stono\  in  the 
Heart  of  our  Settlements  not  Twenty  Miles  from  Cha ties- Town :  in 
which  they  massacred  Twenty-Three  Whiles,  after  the  most  cruel  ajid 
barbarous  Manner  to  be  conceiv'd  i  and  having  got  Arms  and  Ammuni- 
tion out  of  a  Store,  they  bent  their  Course  to  the  Southward,  burning 
all  the  Houses  on  the  Road.  But  they  marched  so  slow,  in  full  Con- 
fidence of  their  own  Strength  from  their  first  Success,  that  they  gave 
Time  to  a  Party  of  our  Miiifia  to  come  up  with  them.  The  Number 
was  in  a  Manner  equal  on  both  sides ;  and  an  Engagement  ensued,  such 
as  may  be  supposed  in  such  a  Case.  But  by  the  Blessing  of  God  the 
Negroes  were  defeated,  the  greatest  Part  being  killed  on  the  Spot  or 
taken ;  and  those  that  then  escaped  were  so  closely  pursued,  and  hunted 
Day  after  Day,  that  in  the  End  all  but  Two  or  Three  were  killed  or 
taken  and  executed-  That  the  A^egroes  would  not  have  made  this  In- 
surrection had  they  not  depended  on  St.  Augustine  for  a  Place  of  Recep- 
tion afterwards,  was  very  certain  ;  and  that  the  S/>antan/s  had  a  Hand 
in  prompting  them  to  this  particular  Action,  there  was  but  iittle  room 
to  doubt.  .  .  . 

On  this  Occasion  every  Breast  was  filled  with  Concern.  Evil  brought 
home  to  us,  within  our  very  Doors,  awaken 'd  the  Attention  of  the  most 
Unthinking.  Every  one  that  had  any  Relation  any  Tie  of  Nature  ;  every 
one  that  had  a  Life  to  lose,  were  in  the  most  sensible  Manner  shocked 
at  such  Danger  daily  hanging  over  their  Heads.  With  Regret  we  be- 
wailed our  peculiar  Case,  that  we  could  not  enjoy  the  Benefits  of  Peace 
like  the  rest  of  Mankind  ;  and  that  our  own  Industry  should  be  the 
Means  of  taking  from  us  all  the  Sweets  of  Life,  and  of  rendering  us 
liable  to  the  Loss  of  our  Lives  and  Fortunes.  With  Indignation  we 
looked  at  St.  Augustine  ( like  another  Saliee  /)  That  Den  of  Thieves 
and  Ruffians  \  Receptacle  of  Debtors,  Servants  and  Slaves  !  Bane  of 
Industry  and  Society  !  And  revolved  in  our  Minds  all  the  Injuries  this 
Province  had  received  from  thence,  ever  since  its  first  Settlement :  That 
they  had,  from  first  to  last,  in  Times  oi  profoundest  Peace ^  both  pub- 
lickly  and  privately,  by  Themseh'es,  Indians  and  Negroes,  in  every  Shape 
molested  us,  not  without  some  Instances  of  uncommon  Cruelty.  And 
what  aggravated  the  same  was,  that  this  Government  (on  the  contrary) 
had  never  been  wanting  in  its  good  Offices  with  our  Imiians  in  their 
Behalf:  .\nd  even  during  Queen  Ann's  War  had  exercised  so  much 
Humanity  towards  them  that,  in  order  to  prevent  those  Indians  from 
scalping  them,  according  to  their  Custom ;  when  they  should  take  any 
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of  them  Prisoners,  a  Law  was  passed  to  give  them  Fivt  Pounds  Procla- 
mation Money  for  every  one  ihey  should  bring  in  alive ;  and  accord- 
ingly a  great  Number  of  the  Spamatds,  by  that  Means,  were  brought  m 
alive,  and  the  Reward  paid  for  them. 

B.  R    Carroll,  compiler.  Historical  Collections  of  South  Carolina  (New  York, 
iiij6),  II,  j5i-359/>«/jj/w. 


119.    A  Ballad  of  Pigwacket  (1725) 

ANQNVMOUS  _ 

This  lively  poem  is  a  reasonably  accurate  account  of  one  of  the  skirmishes  in 
which  the  frontier  wars  aboun(1e<!.  The  (»ght  occurred  May  8,  1725.  —  Biljliograpby : 
Thumas  Symim-A,  //tstorital  Memoirs  of  the  Late  /•ijfht  at  Pii^^rtuicieU  (Boslon,  1 725). 
—  I'or  other  colunial  verse,  see  Contemporaries^  I,  Nos.  82,  138,  and  below,  Nos.  159;, 
164,  171,  182. 

1.  /^~\f^  worthy  Captain  Loveweli.,  I  purpose  now  to  sing, 
V^   Hijvv  valkintly  he  served  his  country  and  his  King; 
He  and  hi;*  valiant  soldiers,  did  range  the  woods  full  wide, 
And  hardships  they  endured  to  quell  the  Indian's  pride. 

2.  *Twas  nigh  unto  Pigwacket,  on  the  eighth  day  of  May, 
They  spied  a  rebel  Indian  soon  after  break  of  day  ; 
He  on  a  bank  was  walking,  upon  a  neck  of  land, 
Which  leads  into  a  pond  as  we're  made  to  understand. 

3.  Our  men  resolv'd  to  have  him,  and  travell'd  two  miles  round, 
Until  they  met  the  Indian,  who  boldly  stood  his  ground  ; 
Then  speaks  up  Captain  Kovkvvixl,  *'  take  you  good  heed/'  says  he, 
"  This  rogue  is  to  decoy  us,  I  very  plainly  see. 

4.  "The  Indians  lie  in  amhnsh,  in  some  place  nigh  at  hand. 
In  order  to  swrround  us  upon  this  neck  of  land  ; 
Therefore  we'll  march  in  order,  and  each  man  leave  his  pack, 
'I'hat  we  may  briskly  fight  ihem  when  they  make  their  attack." 

5.  They  came  unto  this  Indian,  who  did  them  thus  defy, 
As  soon  as  they  caine  nigh  him,  two  guns  he  did  let  fly. 
Winch  wounded  Captain  Lovewell^  and  likewise  one  man  more, 
But  when  Uus  rogue  was  running,  they  Uid  him  in  his  gore. 
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6.  Then  having  scalp'd  th-  Indian,  they  went  back  to  the  spot, 
Where  they  liad  laic!  their  packs  down,  but  there  they  found  them 

not, 
For  the  Indians  having  spy'd  them,  when  they  them  down  did  lay, 
Did  seize  them  for  ihelr  plunder,  and  carry  ihem  away. 

7.  These  rebels  lay  in  ambush,  this  very  place  hard  by, 
So  that  an  English  soldier  did  one  of  them  espy. 

And  cried  out,  "here's  an  Indian,"  with  that  they  started  out, 
As  fiercely  as  old  lions,  and  hideously  did  shout. 

8.  With  that  our  valiant  English,  all  gave  a  loud  huzza, 

To  shew  the  rebel  Indians  they  fear'd  them  not  a  straw: 
So  now  the  fight  began,  and  as  fiercely  as  could  be, 
The  Indians  ran  up  to  them,  but  soon  were  forced  to  flee. 

9.  Then  spake  up  Captain  Lovewf.ll,  when  first  the  fight  began 
"  Fight  on  my  valiant  heroes  !  you  see  they  fall  like  rain." 
For  as  we  are  inform'd,  the  Indians  were  so  thick, 

A  man  could  scarcty  fire  a  gun  and  not  some  of  them  hit. 

10.  Then  did  the  rebels  try  their  best  our  soldiers  to  surround. 
But  they  could  not  accomplish  it,  because  there  was  a  pond, 
To  which  our  men  retreated  and  covered  all  the  rear, 

The  rogues  were  forc'd  to  dee  them,  aliho'  they  skulked  for  fear, 

1 1.  Two  logs  there  were  behind  them  that  close  together  lay. 
Without  being  discovered,  they  could  not  get  away ; 
Therefore  our  valiant  English,  they  travell'd  in  a  row. 
And  at  a  handsome  distance  as  they  were  wont  to  go. 

1 2.  'Twas  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  first  the  fight  begun. 
And  fiercely  did  continue  until  the  setting  sun ; 
Excepting  that  the  Indians  some  hours  before  'twas  night, 
Drew  off  into  the  bushes  and  ceas'd  a  while  to  fight, 

13.  But  soon  again  returned,  in  fierce  and  furious  mood, 
Shouting  as  in  the  morning,  but  yet  not  half  so  loud; 
For  as  we  are  informed,  so  thick  and  fist  they  fell. 
Scarce  twenty  of  their  number,  at  night  did  get  home  well. 
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14*  And  Unl  oar  vaUant  English,  tfll  midti^  there  did  sisf. 
To  aee  whether  the  rebck  would  have  aoolfaer  fr^ ; 
Bol  ihej  no  more  retming,  ther  made  off  kmaids  their  hoa 
And  braoght  away  their  wnoxMled  as  br  as  tfacj  could  cone. 

t$.  Of  all  oar  vahanc  Eqglish.  there  were  but  thiitf>ibar, 
AmA  of  the  rebel  Iwham,  there  were  aboot  fivesoore. 
AjMlsiitoeaol'oar  Ei^gKih  cfid  saldf  hone  recnn. 
The  retf  were  hard  and  wouded»  for  which  we  aH  iMtt  aon 

16.  On  worthf  Captain  Lorroni.  aamoo^  them  there  dkl  (fie. 
They  kitted  lieoL  Roness,  and  wounded  good  roong  Fktx, 
Who  was  oar  K»igii«k  Choplaia ;  he  many  *■*«—«  ^iem^ 
And  sofoe  oC  them  he  scalp'd  when  bottels  tomad  Um  flew 

I  J.  Yoong  P^nxaii  too  IH  inmtinn>  because  he  faagjht  so  well, 
Endeanroniipg  ^  asvc  a  Ban*  a  aacriice  be  fell ; 
Bot  ]Fet  onr  valiant  Engtisfcaaen  in  fight  were  ne'er  danaaf^^ 
Bnc  still  they  kept  their  motion,  and  Wyman's  Captain  made, 

i8w  Who  ibot  the  old  chief  Paugus^  which  did  the  fioe  defeat 
Then  tet  bis  men  in  order,  and  bron^t  off  the  retreat  i 
And  brairing  nMmjr  dangers  and  hardships  io  die  way. 
Thty  mfe  arrived  at  Dunstable,  the  thirteenth  day  of  May. 

J.  Farmer  and  J.  B.  Moore,  editors,  CoUidions^  Historical  a$ul  A 
(Concord,  1824)^  tit,  64-66. 


1 20.    The  Louisburg  Expedition  ( 1 745) 

BV    CAPTAlir   SAML'KL    CURWE!( 


I,  who  later  took  th«  wrong  turn  in  the  Revolncion,  auid 
'  Bngtsod:   «^-  n  •    "^i  below.  —  Biblh'^'*"^-     -n  Cac»  , 

■tstary  of  !.:■  n.  I,  367-368; 

.rir   tfW    L'!  J^rjr,    V.    434-45- 


iwasaSilnB  w 
:  A  loratttt  —  ^..«— 
tec  Tyler,   . 

limtu  Guide,  |  iji 

ryOSTON^  March  23,  1745.    The  General  is  cmbarkiag,  and  we  ! 
■^L^    !»;»il  ihis  ifteraooD.  —  Commodore  Warren  is  commg  to  our  i 
ancc.  which  with  the  blessing  of  Ijod  will  be  of  great  advantage.  —  Th« 
will  go  down  in  the  first  embarkation  at  least  twenty-Ave  hundred  '. 
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Sheepscot^  March  27.  We  have  in  our  mess  Mr.  Walter,  our  chaplain, 
who  is  a  very  pleasant  companion.  —  I  dined  to-day  on  board  of  Capt. 
Grant,  who  to-morrow  with  Capt.  King  will  breakfast  with  me.  —  Our 
troops  were  landed  at  Chapeaurouge  on  the  29th  March. 

Canso^  Aprii  17.  VVrote  home  for  provisions  and  stores  to  be  sent 
in  case  the  goods  I  expect  shall  arrive  safe  from  England.  —  We  are 
almost  reduced  to  pork  and  pease. 

Our  men-of-war  and  privateers  are  stationed  all  round  the  Island  to 
prevent  vessels  going  in  or  coming  out.  This  evening  another  prize 
arrived,  taken  by  Capt.  Donahue,  in  the  Swan  of  Marblehead,  who 
behaved  very  bravely.  The  prize  had  captured  the  packet  sent  from 
Boston  to  Canso  to  notify  us  that  Commodore  Warren  was  coming  to 
our  assistance,  which  heightens  our  spirits. 

Canso,  April  22.  Capt.  Durell  is  come  in  this  afternoon  to  our 
assistance ;  as  yet  we  have  no  news  of  Commodore  Warren ;  hope  it 
will  not  be  long  before  he  arrives  with  an  account  of  the  French  men- 
of-war  expected.  Our  last  transport  arrived  this  afternoon ;  we  had 
almost  given  her  up. 

I  believe  our  campaign  will  be  short,  and  expect  the  place  will 
surrender  without  bloodshed. 

I.ast  night  our  chaplain  and  doctor  went  with  two  companies  to 
attack  St.  Peter's,  and  we  are  momently  looking  for  their  return.  I 
long  to  be  once  within  the  walls  of  Ijouisburg.  This  is  the  strangest 
country  I  ever  knew ;  not  two  fair  days  together. 

CansOj  April  27.  The  Connecticut  fleet  arrived,  and  Col.  Lathrop 
handed  me  my  letter.  The  scheme  of  attacking  Louisburg  is  altered 
every  day. 

Commodore  Warren  has  arrived.  I  trust  the  expedition  will  prove 
successful,  and  that  our  friends  will  remember  we  are  going  against  our 
common  enemy.  May  ist,  a  small  party  went  to  the  harbour  and 
burned  a  small  quantity  of  wine,  brandy,  and  naval  stores. 

Camp  before  Louisburg^  May  6,  We  have  got  possession  of  the 
Grand  Battery  ;  the  French  departed  from  it  three  days  ago ;  they 
spiked  all  the  guns,  but  we  have  got  seven  of  them  clear,  and  five  of 
them  are  continually  playing  upon  the  town.  Our  soldiers  are  all  in 
good  heart,  and  I  doubt  not  in  a  few  days  we  shall  have  the  town. 
We  have  taken  a  great  number  of  prisoners. 

Commodore  Warren  this  day  came  ashore  to  visit  the  General ;  he 
and  all  our  officers  have  a  good  understanding  among  themselves. 
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tions  for  a  general  assault,  thought  it  best  to  capitulate,  and  has  just 
sinTendere<i  the  city  to  our  arms. 

Louisburgy  July  z^tk,  1745.  An  East  India  ship,  worth  at  least 
j^'2Po,ooo  sterling,  came  off  the  harbour,  and  fired  a  gun  for  a  pilot. 
Ihe  Commodore  sent  out  two  sixty  gun  ships,  which  came  up  with,  and 
took  her  in  three  hours ;  we  had  the  pleasure  from  the  walls  to  see  her 
strike  to  them.  Two  others,  sent  out  three  weeks  before  her,  bound 
hither,  are  hourly  expected  to  heave  in  sight.  Col.  Graham  goes  to- 
morrow in  a  sloop  as  a  flag  of  truce  for  Canada,  with  about  thirty  French 
prisoners ;  he  is  the  only  tlnglishman  that  goes  in  her. 

I  am  going  on  board  Capt.  Lovett  to  St.  Peter's,  with  a  number  of 
my  soldiers,  to  guard  the  wood -vessels  going  there  :  our  affairs  will  soon 
be  settled,  and  I  shall,  to  my  great  joy,  return  home. 

Samuel  Cvurwea,/ourfial  and  LetUrs  (edited  by  George  Atkinson  Ward,  New 
York,  etc  ,  1842),  12-14. 
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121.    A  Spanish  Privateer  in  the  Delaware  (1748) 

FROM    THE    NEWSPAPERS 

^,  .,    ,  ,  ,  .     -  OUNDAY    Evening    arrived  a  Number  of 

Philadelphia,  Tune  2.      ^    ^,    .  xl  .    u  j    u  ^  ■ 

*^        ■'  V.J    Mariners,    that    had    been    Prisoners   on 

board  the  Clinton,  who  inform'd  that  the  Richa,  Capt.  Burk,  bound 
from  Philadelphia  to  T.ondou  with  a  very  valuable  Cargo,  was  taken  by 
the  said  Privateer  on  the  i6th  past,  about  25  Leagues  from  the  Capes; 
that  on  the  lyih  she  took  a  Sloop  bound  from  Providence  to  Phila- 
delphia, (ieorge  Smith,  Master,  laden  with  Sugar  and  Indigo ;  that  on 
the  21st  she  took  a  Hermaphrodite  Vessel,  Capt.  Hinsley,  bound  from 
Virginia  to  Bristol  ;  that  on  the  25th  she  came  to  an  Anchor  in  Hoar 
kill  Road,  and  they  used  all  their  endeavours  to  get  a  Pilot  to  carry  her 
up  into  the  River,  but  in  vain  ;  and  a  Sloop  standing  in  for  the  Road, 
she  weigh'd  and  gave  chase  to  her,  but  the  Sioop  stood  out  again  and 
got  clear ;  during  the  Chase  they  saw  a  large  Brigt,  which  stood  toward 
them,  and  proved  to  be  another  French  Privateer,  commamied  by  Capt. 
Berneau,  with  180  Men,  14  carnage  Guns  and  30  Swivels,  in  33  Days 
from  Cape  Francois,  during  which  Time  they  had  taken  6  Prizes.  Stand- 
ing in  again  for  the  Shore,  they  saw  two  Sloojjs  lying  at  Anchor  in 
Townsend's  Inlet,  about  16  Miles  Northward  of  Cape  May;  and  man- 


ning  out  their  two  Boats,  they  sent  them  in  to  take  them,  which  was 
done  accordingly. 

A  Boat  belonging  to  one  of  these  Sloops  was  given  to  about  2  7  Pris- 
oners to  carry  them  to  the  Jersey  Shore.  While  they  were  on  board 
the  Clinton,  they  learnt  that  she  had  been  out  from  Cape  Francois  be- 
tween 8  and  9  weeks,  and  had  taken  eleven  Prizes,  five  of  which  they 
had  [brought]  out  of  Ocricot,  in  North  Carolina ;  and  that  there  were 
then  fourteen  Sail  of  Privateers  cruizing  between  Sandy-Hook  and  South 
Carolina. 

Yesterday  arrived  here  Capl.  Thomas  Blake,  late  of  the  Schooner 
Martha,  Ixiund  from  Georgia  for  this  Place,  laden  with  white  Sugar, 
&c,  taken  by  the  Sioop  La  Fortune,  Capt.  Ramong,  from  the  Havannab, 
of  10  Carriage  Guns,  Consort  to  the  St.  Michael,  and  bound  into  Dela- 
ware to  join  her  ;  this  Privateer  came  up  on  the  Jersey  Side  of  the  Bay, 
and  missM  her  Consort,  who  went  down  the  other  Channel :  She  landed 
her  Prisoners  at  Cohansy,  and  returned  to  the  Capes.  While  the  Pris- 
oners were  on  board  they  learnt,  that  4  Sail  more  of  Spanish  Privateers, 
were  fitting  out  for  this  Coast.  This  Sloop  had  taken  Capt.  Edwards,  in 
a  Sloop  from  St.  Kitts,  bound  hither  with  West  India  Goods.  At  the 
same  Time  Capt.  Thompson,  who  had  been  bound  from  Virginia  to 
Scotland,  was  taken  ofl^  the  Coast ;  and  Capt.  Roberts,  who  had  been 
taken  in  a  Ship  lx)und  froui  Jamaica  to  London,  by  a  French  Privateer, 
after  an  Engagement  of  4  Hours,  in  which  the  Enemy  lost  12  Men,  and 
Capt.  Roberts  one.  —  I/tr  Boston  PPWk/y  News  Letter^  June  23,  1748. 
No.  3410. 

New-York,  June  6. 

Wednesday  last  arrived  here  the  Privateer  Brig  Castor,  Capt.  Arnold, 
of  this  Port  from  a  Cruize  of  about  1 1  Months,  but  without  any  great 
Success  ;  which  we  hear  is  chiefly  owing  to  her  being  a  heavy  Sailer. 

This  Morning  hove  in  Sight,  from  a  Cruize  of  about  5  Weeks,  the 
Privateer  Snow  Royal  Catherine  of  this  Port,  Capt.  John  Burges,  Com- 
mander, with  three  Prizes ;  two  of  which  we  hear  are  Sugar  Ships,  and 
the  other  a  French  or  Spanish  Privateer  Brig  with  upward  of  100  Men 
on  board ;  which  they  took  lying  at  Sandy  Hook,  as  they  were  coming 
in,  on  Friday  last :  Rut  further  Particulars  must  be  deferred  till  our 
next.  .  .  . —  The  Boston  Weekly  Post- Bti\\  June  20,  1748.     Na.  709. 

Philaiielpkia,  June  9.  Since  our  List  arrived  two  French  Flags  of 
Truce  from  Hispanic  la,  one  of  which  is  taken  by  a  Boat  and  Hands  with 
a  Cotmnission  from  the  Government  of  the  Jerseys,  and  carried  to  Bur- 
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lington  for  Condemnation.  She  had  before  been  plundered  of  her  most 
valuable  Goods  by  a  Providence  Privateer.  The  other  is  seiz'd  by  the 
Collector  of  his  Majesty's  Customs  of  this  Port.  'Tis  said  there  is  an- 
other in  this  River,  and  that  more  are  expected.  There  is  Advice  by 
these  Flags,  that  a  very  large  French  Fleet  lies  at  Cape  Francois,  waiting 
for  Convoy  to  return  Home  ;  that  they  were  in  great  Want  of  Provi- 
sions, and  under  continual  Apprehensions  of  being  attack'd  by  Admiral 
Knowles. 

The  Enemies  Privateers  have  left  our  River  at  present.  —  The  Boston 
Evening  Postj  June  20,  1748.     jV(?.  671.  ,  .  . 

New- York,  June  20.  By  an  Express  which  came  Yesterday  After- 
noon from  Philadelphia  to  his  Excellency  our  Governour,  we  hear,  That 
on  Friday  the  17th  Mr.  Jenkins  arrived  there  in  a  Sloop,  and  made  his 
Affidavit  before  the  President  and  Council,  that  he  had  been  taken 
Wednesday  the  15th  on  his  passage  from  Boston  bound  to  Philadelphia, 
about  5  Miles  from  Cape  May,  by  a  Spanish  Privateer  Sloop  commanded 
by  Don  Joseph  Hantenoau,  mounted  with  6  Carriage  Guns  and  about 
10  Swivels,  having  on  board  about  40  Men,  who  pkinder'd  his  Vessel  of 
every  Thing  valuable,  and  then  gave  him  his  Vessel  again,  with  which 
he  arrived  in  Philadelphia.  This  Privateer  that  took  him  was  then  in 
Company  with  six  others,  viz.  2  Ships,  2  Brigs,  and  2  Sloops.  This  we 
suppose  to  be  Don  Pedro's  Fleet  from  the  Havannah, 

Boston.  Last  Night  several  Vessels  arrived  here  from  Philadelphia, 
who  came  out  with  above  30  others,  bound  to  other  Ports,  and  convoy 'd 
out  of  Delaware  River  by  the  Love  Man  of  War,  with  her  Tender  the 
Privateer  Snow  above- men tion'd  which  she  had  mann'd  and  brought 
with  her  from  Virginia.  —  These  Vessels  left  Cape  May  last  Thursday, 
and  we  are  inform'd,  That  4  Days  before  they  sail'd^  the  said  Man  of 
War  took  another  Spanish  Privateer  Sloop  of  8  Carriage  Guns  and  a 
Number  of  Swivels,  within  Sight  of  the  people  on  Shore.  This  is  the 
Privateer  that  took  Capt.  Jenkins,  men  tion'd  in  the  above  Paragraph 
under  New  York.  —  The  Boston  IVeekiy  News-Letter,  June  30,  1 748. 
No.  241 1. 

William  Nelson,  editor.  Documents  relating  to  ike  Colonial  History  of  the 
State  of  New  Jersey  (Paterson,  1895),  XII,  452-461  /a  jj/w. 


1 22.   The  Question  of  Colonial  Independence  (1748) 

BV    PROFESSOR   PETER   KALM 

(Tbamslatxd  by  Jobm  Reikholo  Forster,  1770) 

Thk  it  one  of  many  contemporary  suggMtiont  that  there  was  danger  of  indepen- 
d«nc«.  —  On  Kalm,  ftccNu.  ii2above.  Bibliography  of  independence :  Frothtngham, 
/fisf  of  Ihf  ReptthtK,  1 45- 1 57;  George  Bancroft.  United SiaUt  (lo  vol.  ed.),  IV,  ch.  i; 
I^cky,  Kn^and  in  the  Eighttentk  Century,  \\\,  ch.  xii;  Winsor,  Narrative  and 
Critiiat  Hiitory,  VI,  ch.  iii. 

[T  is  to  be  observed  that  each  English  colony  in  North 
America  is  independent  of  the  other,  and  that  each  has  its 
pro|>cr  laws  ami  coin,  and  may  be  looked  upon  in  several  lights,  as  a 
»latr  by  itself.  From  hence  it  happens,  that  in  time  of  war,  things  go 
on  very  ilowly  and  irregularly  here  :  for  not  only  the  sense  of  one 
province  in  nomctimes  directly  opposite  to  that  of  another ;  but  fre- 
(|ilcntty  the  vjcwk  of  the  governor,  and  those  of  the  assembly  of  the 
^lamr  province,  arc  ipiite  different :  so  that  it  is  easy  to  see,  that,  while 
the  people  arc  c|imrrriling  about  the  best  and  cheapest  manner  of  carry- 
ing on  the  w«r,  an  rnemy  has  it  in  his  power  to  take  one  place  after 
fluolhrr.  It  haa  commonly  happened  that  whilst  some  provinces  have 
been  miffering  from  their  enemies,  the  neighbouring  ones  were  quiet  and 
imuiivc,  an'I  as  if  it  dl'l  not  in  the  least  concern  them.  They  have  fre- 
ijin-ntly  taken  U()  two  or  three  years  in  considering  whether  they  should 
give  aH«<iHtan(  c  t<j  an  (>|)prcssed  sister  colony,  and  sometimes  they  have 
cxprchly  dcrlared  themselves  against  it.  There  are  instances  of  prov- 
inrcj*  who  were  not  only  neuter  in  these  circumstances,  but  who  even 
carried  on  a  great  trade  with  the  power  xvhich  at  that  ver}'  time  was 
ttliacking  and  laying  waste  some  other  provinces. 

The  Fremh  in  Canathty  who  are  but  an  inconsiderable  body,  in  com- 
pariiion  with  the  Engliih  in  Ammia,  have  by  this  position  of  affairs 
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been  able  to  obtain  great  Advantages  in  times  of  war;  for  if  we  judge 
from  the  number  and  power  of  the  English,  it  would  seem  very  easy  for 
them  to  get  the  better  of  the  Ftrnch  in  America, 

It  is  however  of  great  advantage  to  the  crown  of  En^land^  that  the 
North  American  colonies  are  near  a  country,  under  the  government  of 
the  French^  like  Canatia,  There  is  reason  to"  believe  that  the  king 
never  was  earnest  in  his  attempts  to  expel  the  French  from  their  pos- 
sessions there ;  though  it  might  have  been  done  with  little  difficulty. 
For  the  English  colonies  in  this  part  of  the  world  have  encreased  so 
much  in  their  number  of  inhabitants,  and  in  their  riches,  that  they 
almost  vie  with  Oid  England.  Now  in  order  to  keep  up  the  authority 
and  trade  of  their  mother  country,  and  to  answer  several  other  purposes, 
they  are  forbid  to  establish  new  manufactures,  which  would  turn  to  the 
disadvantage  of  the  British  commerce  :  they  are  not  allowed  to  dig  for 
any  gold  or  silver,  unless  they  send  them  to  England  immediately  :  they 
have  not  the  liberty  of  trading  to  any  parts  that  do  not  belong  to  the 
British  dominions,  excepting  some  settled  places,  and  foreign  traders 
are  not  allowed  to  send  their  ships  to  them.  These  and  some  other 
restrictions,  occasion  the  inhabitants  of  the  English  colonies  to  grow 
less  tender  for  their  mother  country.  This  coldness  is  kept  up  by  the 
many  foreigners  such  as  Germans^  Dut(h  and  French  settled  here,  and 
living  among  the  English,  who  commonly  have  no  particular  attach- 
ment to  Old  England ;  add  to  this  likewise  that  many  people  can  never 
be  contented  with  their  possessions,  though  they  be  ever  so  great,  and 
will  always  be  tjesirous  of  getting  more,  and  of  enjoying  the  pleasure 
which  arises  from  changing ;  and  their  over  great  liberty,  and  their 
luxury  often  lead  them  to  licentiousness. 

I  HAVE  been  told  by  Englishmen,  and  not  only  by  such  as  were  born 
in  Americdf  but  even  by  such  as  came  from  Europe^  that  the  English 
colonies  in  North- America,  in  the  space  of  thirty  or  fifty  years,  would 
be  able  to  form  a  state  by  themselves,  entirely  independent  on  [of]  Old 
England.  But  as  the  whole  country  which  lies  along  the  sea  shore,  is 
unguarded,  and  on  the  land  side  is  harassed  by  the  French,  in  limes  of 
war  these  dangerous  neigh Iwurs  are  sufficient  to  prevent  the  connec- 
tion of  the  colonies  with  their  mother  country  from  being  quite  broken 
off.  The  English  government  has  therefore  sufficient  reason  to  consider 
the  French  in  North- America,  as  the  best  means  of  keeping  the  colonies 
in  their  due  submission.  .  .  . 
Peter  Kalm,  Travels  into  North  America  (Warrington,  1770),  I,  262-265. 
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1 23.    The  French  Title  to  the  Beautiful  River  (1752) 

FROM    ROYAL    MINISTERIAL    MINUTES 

(Translated  bv  E.  B.  O'Callauhan,  1843) 

Tl)e  Ohio,  or  "la  Belle  Riviirc,"  was  the  tribulary  of  the  Mississippi  having 
brmnches  nearest  to  the  English  setllemcnts.  and  thus  became  the  centre  of  the  con- 
flict for  the  p<jssessions  of  the  West.  —  Bil>liiDgraphy  of  the  French  and  Indian  War: 
Winsur,  Narrative  and  Critical  fiisfary,  V,  ch,  viii,  notes  j  Parkman,  Conspiracy  of 
Pon/iaf,  ch.  v;   Channing  ami   Hart,  (Juide,  §  tj2. 

IT  appears  from  a  leller  of  the  Marquis  de  b  Jonqiiiere,  that  the 
efforts  ihc  fingUsh  are  making,  and  the  expenses  they  incur,  to  gain 
over  the  Indians,  are  not  without  success  among  several  Nations. 

Information  has  been  received  last  year  of  the  progress  they  had 
already  made  among  the  Indians  in  the  environs  of  the  River  Ohio, 
where  Ihcy  have  undertaken,  since  the  peace,  to  form  some  establish- 
meius. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Jonquidre  had  rendered  an  account  of  a  plan  he 
had  prepared  t>oth  to  drive  the  English  from  that  river  and  to  chastise 
the  Indians  who  allowed  themselves  to  be  gained  over.  .  .  .  But  all 
the  ronsequent  operations  reduce  themselves  to  the  seizure  of  some 
Kngliiih  traders  with  their  goods,  and  to  the  miu'der  of  two  Indians  of 
the  Miamis  Nation. 

The  seizure  of  the  English  traders  whose  effects  have  been  confiscated 
and  even  plundered  by  our  Indians,  cannot  but  produce  a  good  effect, 
by  diagUHting  the  (ither  traders  of  that  Nation.   .  .  . 

The  Knfilish  may  pretend  that  we  are  bound  by  the  Treaty  of  Utrecht 
to  ijcrmit  the  Indians  to  trade  with  them.  But  it  is  certain  that  nothing 
can  ohlige  »js  to  suffer  this  trade  on  our  territory. 

Attcordingly  in  all  the  alliances  or  quasi  treaties  or  propositions  we 
have  h:ul  with  the  Far  Indians,  we  have  never  obliged  them  expressly 
to  renounce  going  to  the  English  to  trade ;  we  have  merely  exhorted 
them  to  that  cff'ett,  and  never  did  we  oppose  that  treaty  by  force. 

The  River  Ohio,  otherwise  called  the  Beautiful  river,  and  its  tributa- 
ries belong  indisputably  to  France,  by  virtue  of  its  discovery  by  Sieur  de 
la  Salle  ;  of  the  trading  posts  the  French  have  had  there  since,  and  of 
possession  which  is  so  much  the  more  unquestionable  as  it  constitutes 
the  most  frequent  communication  from  Canada  to  Ix>uisiana.  It  is  only 
within  a  few  years  that  the  English  have  imdertaken  to  trade  there  \  and 
now  Ihcy  pretend  to  exclude  us  from  it. 
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They  have  not,  up  to  the  present  time,  however,  maintained  that 
these  rivers  belong  to  them  ]  they  pretend  only  that  the  Iroquois  are 
masters  of  them  and  being  the  Sovereigns  of  these  Indians,  that  they 
can  exercise  their  rights.  But  'tis  certain  that  these  Indians  have  none, 
and  that,  besides,  the  pretended  sovereignty  of  the  English  over  them  is 
a  chimera. 

Meanwhile  'tis  of  the  greatest  importance  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the 
pretensions  and  expeditions  of  the  English  in  that  quarter.  Should  they 
succeed  there,  they  would  cut  off  the  communication  between  the  two 
Colonies  of  Canada  and  I^uisiana,  and  would  be  in  a  position  to  trouble 
them,  and  to  ruin  both  the  one  and  the  other,  independent  of  the  advan- 
tages they  would  at  once  experience  in  their  trade  to  the  prejudice  of 
ours. 

Any  complaints  that  may  be  presented  to  the  Court  of  England 
against  the  English  Governors  would  be  altogether  futile.  On  the  one 
hand  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  obtain  proofs  of  the  most  serious  facts  ; 
and  on  the  other,  no  matter  what  proofs  may  be  produced,  that  Court 
would  find  means  to  elude  all  satisfaction,  especially  as  long  as  the 
boundaries  are  not  settled. 

It  is  necessary  then  to  act  on  the  spot,  and  the  question  to  be  deter- 
mined is,  what  means  are  the  most  proper.  .  .  - 

Therefore,  without  undertaking,  as  the  Marquis  de  la  Jonqiii^re 
appears  to  have  pro^xised,  to  drive  from  the  River  Ohio  the  Indians 
who  are  looked  upon  as  rebels  or  suspected,  and  without  wishing  even 
to  destroy  the  liberty  of  their  trade,  it  is  thought  best  to  adhere  to  two 
principal  points. 

i"  To  make  every  possible  effort  to  drive  the  English  from  our  terri- 
tory, and  to  prevent  them  coming  there  to  trade. 

2*^  To  give  the  Indians  to  understand  at  the  same  time  that  no  harm 
is  intended  them,  that  ihey  will  have  liherty  to  go  as  much  as  ihey 
please  to  the  English  to  trade,  but  will  not  be  allowed  to  receive  these 
on  our  territory. 

There  is  reason  to  believe  that  by  this  course  of  conduct ;  by  provid- 
ing our  posts  with  plenty  of  goods  and  preventing  our  traders  dictating 
to  the  Indians,  our  trade  will  soon  recover  the  superiority  over  that  of 
the  English  in  those  parts ;  for  'tis  certain  the  Indians  do  not  like  to  go 
into  their  towns,  nor  forts.  .  ,  . 

However  that  be,  'tis  considered  proper  to  direct  M'  Duquesne  to  lay 
down  henceforward  in  Canada  a  different  system  from  that  always  IJol- 
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but  if  notwithstanding  your  requisition,  they  should  still  persist,  you  arc 
ihen  to  draw  fortii  the  armed  Force  of  the  Province,  and  to  use  your 
best  endeavours,  to  repell  force  by  force.  But  as  it  is  His  Majesty's 
determination  not  to  be  the  agressor,  I  have  the  King's  commands, 
most  strictly  to  enjoin  you,  not  to  make  use  of  the  armed  force  under 
your  direction,  excepting  within  the  undoubted  limits  of  his  Majesty's 
dominions. 

And  whereas  it  may  be  greatly  conducive  to  His  Majesty's  service, 
that  all  his  Provinces  in  .'\merica  should  be  aiding  and  assisting  each 
other,  in  case  of  any  invasion,  I  have  it  particularly  in  charge  from  his 
Majesty,  to  acquaint  you,  that  it  is  bis  Royal  will  and  pleasure,  that  you 
should  keep  up  an  exact  correspondence  with  all  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ors on  the  Continent ;  and  in  case  you  shall  be  informed  by  any  of 
them,  of  any  hostile  attempts,  you  are  immediately  to  assemble  the  gen- 
eral assembly  within  your  Government,  and  lay  before  them,  the  neces- 
sity of  a  mutual  assistance,  and  engage  them  to  grant  such  supplies  as 
the  exigency  of  affairs  may  require.  —  I  have  wrote  by  this  conveyance 
to  all  his  Majesty's  Gov"  to  the  same  purpose. 

E.  B   O'Callaghan*  editor,  Documents  relaih^e  to  the  Colonial  History  of  thi 
State  of  New-  York  {  A 1  bany ,  1 8  5  5  ) ,  V 1 ,  794-795 . 


125.    The  Albany   Plan  of  Union   (1754) 

rl  BY   CHIEF  JUSTICE   STEPHEN    HOPKINS    (l/SS) 

Hopkins  was  one  of  the  first  to  see  the  need  of  unity  of  action  among  the  colo- 
nies. He  was  governor  of  Rhode  Island  at  inten^als  from  1755  to  about  1770.  and 
later  became  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress.  The  plan  submitted  at  Albany 
failed  of  acceptance  by  cither  the  colonies  or  the  mother  country.  —  BibJi«>graphy : 
Rider,  Rhodt  hland  Historical  Tracts^  No.  9,  )x-xx;  WinsoTt  Aarraiive  and  Criti' 
cat  HiUory^  VI,  65-66;  Channing  and  Hart,  Cuide^  §  132. 
'  I  'HUS  having  seen  .■\bstracts  of  the  Authorities  given  the  Commis- 
X  sioners  who  were  at  .'\lbany,  and  of  those  Letters  from  the  Crown, 
which  occasioned  such  Authorities  to  be  given ;  together  with  the  Slate 
of  the  British  and  French  Colonies  in  America,  and  the  proposed  Plan 
of  Union,  formed  in  Consequence  of  the  whole  :  From  an  impartial 
View  thereof,  let  every  Man  judge,  Whether  it  was  not  the  Intent  of  all 
the  Colonies  who  sent  Commissioners,  that  they  should  form  some  Gen- 
eral Scheme  or  Plan,  for  the  Safety  and  Defence  of  the  English  Colo- 
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niea,  and  the  Indians  in  their  Alliance?  Look  into  the  Commission 
from  Governor  Greene ;  and  after  full  Powers  are  given  to  do  every 
Thing  relative  to  the  Indians  in  Alliance  with  us,  What  mean  these  fol- 
lowing Words  ?  "  And  also,  what  else  may  be  necessary  to  prohibit  the 
French,  and  their  Allies  the  Indians,  from  encroaching  on  the  Lands 
within  the  Dominions  of  His  Majesty.  And  in  general,  as  far  as  the 
Abilities  of  this  Government  will  permit,  to  act  in  Conjunction  with  the 
said  Commissioners,  in  every  Thing  necessary  for  the  Good  of  His  Maj- 
esty's Subjects  in  these  Parts.  And  to  answer  as  £u-  as  we  can,  the 
Designs  of  His  Majesty's  Instructions  to  this  Colony,  communicated  to 
us  by  the  Earl  of  Holdemesse."  Surely  such  Words  as  these,  have 
some  Meaning ;  and  if  the  Commissioners  were  so  unhappy  as  quite  to 
mistake  their  Meaning,  let  those  penetrating  Wits  who  think  so,  shew 
to  the  World,  how  they  are  to  be  understood.  But  if  those  Authorities 
were  too  extensive,  let  them  be  blamed  who  gave  such  Authorities,  and 
not  those  who  executed  them  in  the  most  sparing  Manner  possible. 
And  will  any  Man  believe,  such  exact  Likeness  in  Substance,  should  be 
in  the  Authorities  given  by  every  Government  to  to  their  Commission- 
ers, without  having  any  Conference  together  about  it,  if  the  Directions 
from  the  Crown  had  not  pointed  it  out  to  them  in  so  plain  a  Manner, 
that  they  all  understood  them  alike  ?  And  is  it  not  as  plain,  from  the 
Letters  since  received  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  that  they  all  under- 
stood them  in  the  Sense  the  King  intended  them  ? 

Altho'  all  this  were  allowed,  yet  some  may  say.  If  you  had  Powers 
given  you  to  enter  into  some  such  General  Scheme,  you  ought  not 
to  have  consented  to  one  so  hurtful  and  destructive  of  our  Liberties  as 
this  is  !  Whether  the  Plan  formed  at  Albany,  be  a  good  one,  or  a  bad 
one,  I  shall  not  undertake  to  determin ;  yet  let  it  be  considered,  that 
the  Rhode- Island  Commissioners  were  but  two  of  the  whole  Number, 
and  therefore  were  far  from  being  able  to  govern  or  form  Things  as 
they  might  think  best ;  neither  did  they  ever  pretend  they  could  not  be 
mistaken  ;  and  Errors  of  Judgment  will  always  be  forgiven  by  Men  of 
Candor. 

And  now  let  us  examin  what  the  Commissioners  did  relating  to  this 
Plan,  and  we  shall  find,  they  did  no  more  than  form  it,  and  agree  to  lay 
it  before  the  General  Assemblies  of  the  Colonies  from  whence  they 
came,  for  their  Consideration.  They  did  not,  as  is  falsly  asserted,  order 
it  to  be  sent  home.  They  did  not  establish  it  as  an  Act  or  Ordinance 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  as  they  all  might  have  done,  by  the 
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Authorities  given  them.  They  did  not  leave  it  in  the  Power  of  any  one 
to  obtain  a  Copy  of  it^  and  send  it  Home  ;  but  strictly  forbid  their 
Secretary  to  give  any  Copy,  except  to  the  Colonies.  Nor  did  they  ever 
agree  to  any  Thing  more,  than  to  carry  it  to  their  respective  Govern- 
ments, and  lay  it  before  their  Constituents.  And  agreeable  to  the 
Resolve  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  those  from  Rhode- Island,  did 
lay  this  Plan,  with  all  other  their  Proceedings  at  Albany,  before  the 
General  Assembly,  at  their  Session  in  August  last,  for  their  Considera- 
tion. VV'as  this  criminal !  Was  this  betraying  their  Trust !  Or  was 
there  any  Thing  more  in  this,  than  their  Duty  !  Even  Envy  and  Igno- 
rance joined  together,  cannot  say  there  was  !  And  those  who  have  been 
bold  enough  to  assert,  That  any  Thing  more  relating  to  this  Plan  of 
Union,  was  done,  suffered  to  be  done,  or  connived  at,  by  the  Commis- 
sioners, are  hereby  publicly  called  upon,  to  prove  their  Assertions,  or 
confess  their  Falshood. 

Once  more,  let  us  hold  up  this  so  much  talked  of  Plan  of  Union,  and 
view  it  in  another  Light :  And  here,  to  do  ray  Adversaries  all  the  Jus- 
tice they  can  possibly  desire,  I  will,  for  Argument-sake,  confess  it  to  be 
as  bad  as  they  represent  it  to  be.  Viewing  it  in  this  Light,  it  must  be 
found  contrary  to,  and  subversive  of  our  happy  Constitution,  and  all 
those  vahiable  Privileges  we  enjoy  under  it.  This  destructive  Plan  was 
laid  before  the  General  Assembly,  for  their  Consideration,  in  the  Month 
of  .August  la.st :  This  gave  an  Opportunity  to  those  Patriots  belonging 
to  the  Council,  who  now  say  so  much  against  this  Plan,  to  have  exerted 
themselves  in  Defence  of  our  Liberties,  so  much  in  Danger,  and  pre- 
vented the  Dismal  Effects  so  much  feared.  Well !  What  have  these 
Champions  for  Liberty,  done  in  this  Matter?  Have  they  not  let  it  He 
before  the  Assembly  between  six  and  seven  Months,  without  taking  it 
once  under  Consideration?  Or,  Have  they  ever  rejected  it?  or  so 
much  as  once  in  all  this  Time,  moved  to  have  one  Word  wrote  Home, 
to  prevent  its  taking  Place?  Was  it  bad,  as  they  say  'tis,  then  certainly 
'twas  their  Duty  to  have  done  all  in  their  Power  to  prevent  its  taking 
Effect.  All  Men  must  confess,  the  Plan  was  either  good  or  bad ;  if 
'twas  good,  Why  do  they  blame  it?  if 'twas  bad,  Why  have  they  done 
Nothing  about  it?  .  .  . 

What  could  the  Commissioners  for  Rhode- Island  have  done  more? 
or  what  could  they  have  done  less  than  they  did,  relative  to  this  Plan  ? 
It  was  not  in  their  Power  to  procure  a  better;  and  whether  it  was  good 
or  bad,  it  was  equally  their  Duty  to  lay  it  before  the  Assembly  who  sent 
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them  :  They  did  so,  and  did  no  more  ;  and  every  Member  of  bolh 
Houses  of  Assembly  can  bear  Witness,  I  have  never  used  the  least 
Kndeavour  to  induce  them  to  accede  lo  it.  If  it  is  bad,  as  some  arc 
pleas'd  to  represent  it,  Must  not  every  Man  say,  They  who  have  sufTered 
it  10  lie  thus  long,  are  the  very  Men  who  have  betrayed  their  Trust,  and 
the  Interest  of  the  Colony? 

Real  want  of  Merit  occasions  these  Men's  Endeavour  to  rise  upon  the 
Ruin  of  their  Neighbour's  Reputation.  But  can  the  Faults  of  my  Neigh- 
bour, make  me  fit  for  an  Office?  And  can  the  valuaWe  Privileges  of 
this  Colony  be  safe  in  those  Hands,  where  every  Thing  else  seems  to  be 
neglected,  but  what  will  serve  their  private  Purposes?  As  I  am  a 
Candidate  for  an  Office,  I  sincerely  desire  all  Men  may  put  their  Coun- 
try's Interest  in  the  first  Place,  ami  give  their  Voles  only  where  they 
think  'lis  most  safe  ;  and  assure  themselves,  such  a  Conduct  will  per- 
fectly please  the  Colony's,  and  their  Friend, 

SrEPHEN  Hopkins. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  .-/  Trug  RepreaetUatim  of  (he  Plan  fornud  at  Albany-,  in 
tf^4,for  Uttittng  ail  the  British  Northern  Colonies  (Rhode  Island  Histori- 
cetl  Tracts,,  No.  9,  Providence,  1880),  ,\q~4I& passim. 
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Winsluw  was  a  Massachusetts  officer,  to  whom  was  assigncfl  the  paiiJul  duty  of 
removing  the  resident  French  population  of  Nova  Scotia  at  the  beRitinii7,^  of  the 
war.  The  question  of  the  necessity  of  this  removal  has  been  much  disputeo  ;  Park- 
man  thinks  it  was  inevitable.  —  liibliography :  Wimor,  Narra/ivr  and  Cri/icaf  f/is- 
tor)%  V,  452;    Parkman.  Montcalm  ami  iVot/e,  I,  234;   Channing  and  Hart,  Gr»de, 

August  30th.  T  AST  Evening  Capt.  Murray  Arived  and  Brought  , 
X,^  with  him  the  afore  resights  Commissions  &  In- 
structions &  Letters  and  with  whorae  1  Consulted  Methods  for  removing 
the  whole  Inhabitants  of  the  Villages  of  Grand  Pre,  Mines,  Rivers  Can- 
nard,  Habbertong  and  Caspereau,  and  agreed  that  it  would  be  Most 
Convenient  to  Sight  all  the  Male  Inhabitants  of  sd  Villages  to  assemble 
at  the  Church  in  this  Place  on  the  5th  of  September  next  to  hear  the 
King's  Orders,  and  that  at  the  Same  time  Capt,  Murray  to  Collect  the 
Inhabitants   of  Piziquid,  and  Villages  adjatent  to    Forte    Edward    for 
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the  Same  Purpose,  and  wrote  Colo  Lawrance  this  Day  onr  I")etcrmina- 
tion,  and  after  Capt.  Murray's  Departure  Convened  the  Captains,  vizl, 
Adams,  Hobbs  &  Osgood  togather  and  after  laking  an  Oath  of  Se<  ressy 
from  them  Lade  before  them  my  Instmctions  &  Papers  and  also  of  the 
Proposd  agreement  made  between  Capt.  Murray  and  my  Self,  of  which 
they  unanimously  approved.  ... 

^75S  '4'tgf  JJ-  Sunday.  Dispatched  Leivt  Crooker  in  the  l^rgc 
whale  Boat  with  the  Halifax  Letters  together  with  mine  tn  Co\o  Monrk- 
ton  in  the  afternoon  Took  a  Touer  with  Doctr  Whitworth  ^:  Mr.  (iay  & 
50  men  Two  Third  parts  round  Grand  Pre.  Finde  abundance  of  wheat 
&c  on  the  Ground,     returned  in  the  Kvening.  .  .  . 

September  Jst,  1755.  Detached  Lievt  liuckley  with  the  Party  ordered 
yesterday  for  Piziquid  having  before  agreed  with  Captain  Murray  an 
officer  &  So  many  Men  as  we  have  No  People  acquainted  with  the 
Countrey  the  Party  I  am  to  Receive  to  Serve  us  as  Piloles,  and  in  the 
Evening  Lievt  Mercer  and  his  party  arived  who  I  incampt  by  Ihcm 
Selves  on  the  West  Side  of  the  Church,  an  Took  the  officer  to  my 
Quarters. 

2n(i.  Sett  out  Early  in  the  Morning  in  a  whale  Boat  for  Fort  F>dwarrl 
having  with  me  Doctr  Whitworth  and  adjutant  Kennedy  lo  Consult  with 
Capt.  Murray  in  this  Critlical  ("oiijtmcter.  Confirmed  our  Proposd 
Plan  and  Determined  three  of  the  Clock  in  the  afternoon  to  be  the 
time.  Made  out  a  Citation  to  the  Inhabitants  to  Convene  them,  vixt, ; 
those  in  my  r>i?itrif:k  att  the  Church  in  Grand  Pre,  those  of  Capt, 
Murray  at  Forte  Ldward  at  Piziquid  Got  it  put  into  French  by 
Mr,  Beaucham[),  a  Merchant.  *  .  . 

Septr.jni.  This  Morning  (apt  Atlams  and  Parly  returner!  from  their 
March  lo  the  River  Cannard  &c  and  reported  it  was  a  Fine  Country  and 
Full  of  Inhabitants,  a  Butifull  Church  h  abundance  of  ye  CJoods  of  the 
world.     Provisions  of  all  Kinds  in  %tt2i\.  Plenty. 

Capt  Hobbs  ordered  wifh  one  Stib  2  Serjants  2  Corporals  and  50  Pri- 
vate men  to  Vis'^ct  the  Village  Melanson  on  the  River  Gaspere:«u,  and 
Capt  Osg^>od  with  the  Like  .Mumber  of  officers  and  men  lo  Ret<muttcf 
the  Country  In  the  Front  of  to  the  IvDuthward  of  onr  tncampment. 
Both  of  whtch  V^nf'i  returned  in  the  Rvenmg  and  Gave  Kach  accoiimts 
that  it  was  a  Fine  ^'onntrey. 

Thw  Day  had  a  <"«-.ns'»1tntion  with  the  Captains  the  Re<;nJt  of  which 
was  that  I  Should  (rive  out  rr^v  Cirition  to  the  Inhabitants  t<»rnf.rrr)W 
Morning.  <  .  . 
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1755,  September  the  ^th.  This  Morning  Sent  for  Docter  Rodion  and 
Delivd  hira  a  Citation  to  the  Inhabitants  with  a  Strict  Charge  to  See  it 
Executed,     which  he  Protnist  Should  be  Faithfully  Done. 

A  Fine  Day  and  the  Inhabitants  Very  Busy  about  their  Harvest,  &c. 

September  ^th.  This  Morning  had  returns  of  the  Horns  of  the  Several 
Companys  and  ordered  Such  as  had  them  to  DeUver  up  what  Cartherages 
they  had  to  Compleat  those  who  had  No  Horns  which  near  about  Did  it 
&  then  Ddd  out  to  those  who  had  Homes  Powder  at  half  a  Pound  Each 
to  the  amount  of  Half  a  Barrel!  and  Twelve  Balls  to  Each  half  Pound 
of  Powder,     ordered  the  whole  Camp  to  Lye  upon  their  arms  this  Day. 

Att  Three  in  the  afternoon  The  French  Inhabitants  appeard  agreable 
to  their  Citation  at  the  Church  in  Grand  Pre  amounting  To  418  of  Their 
Best  Men  upon  which  I  ordered  a  Table  to  be  Sett  in  the  Center  of  the 
Church  and  being  attended  with  those  of  my  officers  who  were  off 
Gaurd  Delivered  them  by  Interpreters  the  King's  orders  Id  the  Fol- 
lowing woords : 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  Received  from  his  Excellency  Govenor  Lawrance,  The  Kings 
Commission  which  I  have  in  my  hand  and  by  whose  orders  you  are 
Convened  togather  to  Manifest  to  you  his  Majesty's  Final  resolution  to 
the  French  Inhabitants  of  this  his  Province  of  Nova  Scotia,  who  for 
almost  half  a  Centry  have  had  more  Indulgence  Granted  them,  then  any 
of  his  Subjects  in  any  part  of  his  Dominions,  what  use  you  have  made 
of  them,  you  your  Self  Best  Know, 

The  Part  of  Duty  I  am  now  upon  is  what  thoh  Necessary  is  Very  Dis- 
agreable  to  my  natural  make  &  Temper  as  I  Know  it  Must  be  Grevious 
to  you  who  are  of  the  Same  Specia. 

But  it  is  not  my  Buisness  to  annimedvert,  but  to  obey  Such  orders  as 
I  receive  and  therefore  without  Hessitation  Shall  Deliver  you  his  Maj- 
esty's orders  and  Instructions  vizt. 

That  your  Lands  &  Tennements,  Cattle  of  all  Kinds  and  Live  Stock 
of  all  Sortes  are  Forfilted  to  the  Crown  with  all  other  your  Effects  Sav- 
ing your  money  and  Household  Goods  and  you  your  Selves  to  be  re- 
moved from  this  his  Province. 

Thus  it  is  Preremtorily  his  Majesty's  orders  That  the  whole  French 
Inhabitants  of  these  Districts,  be  removed,  and  I  am  Throh  his  Majesty's 
Goodness  Directed  to  allow  you  Liberty  to  Carry  of  your  money  and 
Household  Goods  as  Many  as  you  Can  without  Discomemoading  the 
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Vessels  yoti  Co  in.  1  Shall  do  Kvery  thing  in  my  Power  that  all  Those 
Gootls  be  Secured  to  you  and  that  you  are  Not  Molested  in  Carrying 
of  I  hem  of  and  also  that  whole  Family  s  Shall  go  in  the  Same  Vessel,  and 
make  this  remove  which  I  am  Sensable  must  give  you  a  great  Deal  of 
Trouble  as  Easey  as  his  Majesty's  Service  will  admit  and  hope  that  in 
what  Ever  part  of  the  world  you  may  Fall  you  may  be  Faithfull  Subjects, 
a  Peasable  &  happy  People, 

I  Must  also  Inform  you  That  it  is  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  that  you 
remain  in  Security  under  the  Inspection  &  Direction  of  the  Troops  that 
I  have  the  Honr.  to  Command,  and  then  Declared  them  the  Kings 
Prisoners.  .  .  . 

After  Delivering  These  Things  I  returned  to  ray  Quarters  and  they 
the  French  Inhabitants  Soon  Moved  by  their  Elders  that  it  was  a  Great 
Grcif  to  them,  that  they  had  Incurd  his  Majty's  Displeasure  and  that 
they  were  FearfuU  that  the  Suprise  of  their  Detention  here  would  Quite 
over  Come  their  Familys  whome  they  had  No  Means  to  apprise  of  these 
their  Maloncolly  Circumstances  and  Prayd  that  parte  of  them  might  be 
returned  as  Hostages  for  the  appearance  of  the  rest  and  the  Biger  nura- 
her  admitted  to  Go  home  to  their  Families,  and  that  as  some  of  their 
Men  were  absent  they  would  be  obliged  to  Bring  them  in.  I  Informed 
them  I  would  Consider  of  their  Motion,  and  reporte. 

And  Immediatly  Convened  my  officerSj^  to  advise,  who  with  Me  all 
agreed  that  it  would  be  well  that  they  them  Selves  Should  Chuse  Twenty 
of  their  Number  for  whome  they  would  be  answerable  vizt  Ten  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  Grand  Pre  iS:  Village  &  other  Ten  of  the  River  Cannard 
and  Habitant  nd  they  to  acquaint  the  Families  of  their  Districts  how 
Maters  where  and  to  assure  thtm  that  the  women  &  children  Should  be 
in  Safety  in  their  absence  in  their  Habitations  and  that  it  was  Exspected 
the  Party  Indulged  Should  take  Care  to  Bring  in  an  Exact  Account 
of  their  absent  Bretheren  ^S;  their  Circumstances  on  the  Morrow.  .  .  . 

^//r  f/A.  The  French  People  not  having  any  Provissions  with  thera 
and  Pleading  Hunger  Begd  for  Bread  on  which  I  Ddd  them  and 
ordered  that  for  the  Future  they  be  Supplyd  from  their  respective 
Familys.  Thus  Ended  the  Memerable  fifth  of  September,  a  Day  of 
Great  Fatigue  &  Troble.  .  .  . 

1755  Sfp/r  7.  Proved  a  Very  Buissy  Day,  advice  arived  from  Every 
Quarter  which  I  Answered  as  well  as  I  Could  in  the  Foregoing  Letters, 
the  French  remd  in  Quiate.  We  mounted  Gaurd  with  half  our  Party 
Capt  Adams  &  Osgood  Doing  Duty  by  Turns.     Capt  Hobbs  Sick,     we 
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all  Laf  OQ  our  Anns  Since  Detaining  the  French  hear.  Kept  a  Good 
Louk  fJvt  &  I  not  wanting  in  Torning  out  at  all  Times  vfaen  I  vaked  So 
that  I  vas  on  Both  watches.  .  .  . 

Sefir  10.  The  French  this  Momii^  Discovered  Some  ITnoommon 
Moboof  among  them  Seh-es  which  I  did  Not  Like.  CaBed  mj  officcis 
togather  and  Communicated  to  them  what  I  had  observed,  and  after 
Debotiog  Matters  it  was  Determined  Neme  Contra  Dissent,  that  it 
wirald  be  best  to  Divide  the  Prisoners,  and  that  as  there  was  Fire 
Transporte  Idle  which  Came  from  Boston,  it  wooki  be  for  ye  Good  of 
his  Maiestys  Service  and  that  it  Tended  to  the  Better  Sectirit]r  of  the 
whole.  That  Fiftj  men  of  the  French  Inhabitants  be  Emborkd  on  Board 
Each  of  the  five  Vessels,  taking  First  aQ  their  Toang  men,  and  that  Capt 
Adamft  tn  the  Warren  be  Desierd  and  Directed  as  he  was  a  Ves^ 
of  Force  &  in  his  Majesty's  Service  to  Take  the  Transportes  xradeT  his 
DncctioQs  and  when  the  Prisoners  were  Embarked  to  Ghre  Sach  Orders 
to  the  Masters  of  the  Trui:»portes  as  would  be  best  for  his  Majesty's 
Service,  ami  also  IVtertnind  that  Six  Noa  Commission  oflScers  or  Pii- 
vate  men  be  put  on  B>\ini  Each  Transporte  as  a  Gaurd  and  that  Capt 
.\dams  atbi  the  M<&5tirrs  be  Immediatdy  Ordered  to  Get  things  in  readi- 
nesi  for  that  Sftvtof  After  which  I  Sent  for  Father  Landrer  Their  Princi- 
pal Speaker  w  .to  Tilk^  En^ttsh  ami  Told  him  the  Tune  was  Come  for 
port  of  tiV  l^.JuiNtAats  tv?  Emborke  Ami  tiut  the  Number  Coochxled 
for  tf*r*  t\i»  w  ts  250  Atfri  tv^at  we  :^^>UJUi  be^  with  rfie  voung  men  and 
Dwscer^i  r«  «v*i\»i  w!\^>rw  hs*  bcethena  of  it.  Jre  w;ss  jreaar  Scrpnsed. 
I  Toi*i  >=  **  -t  -tt  :^5  Se  iV«e  atM  t^a:  I  SIxxai  orier  ate  wrroie  PrisDoexs 
»  be  i>i«t.  :p  :?^\  iVefv  tSr^r  tvc^  3»e?i  oo  r>e  Lett,  aad  as  the 
T»?e  :'X  1  \>rx  \  ;r;>e  r  *«<•  KAxvxiarevi  aat  IVs*^  Couiii  ace  Grne  xbem 
aiSo«Y  a:'.  HN'scer  to  TVe-i-^re  vc  ^"^^  o«  Kur^^  jojc  ccierec  oar  wiioik 
Parri  v  v  -  ^>si^  V-irrs  ats-.  ';\>t  ;>»?«:  SeSnTs  ^ww'ewi  t*e  Twv*  Gates  ^ 
tbe  0^-Tv-"*  :*  :V  resr  vV  ?r\  \>a*r5ers;.  m-V-v-y  »•»  ,SSp*'e'.i.  aac  j^reable 
«c  flsx  ^'-r^-rr^ns  l>e  wV>>e  c<  tV  »mv^>:  "l^Jui>*'5Jirc&  wSsre  TVawn 
toger^^e^  >.  ,-»^  K>^s  rV^r  \v»»^j^  r»>e'»:  as  ^>^-tv^«^•i  vV.  rj«t  Ij-^  I  then 
onierd  v  r.r»:  «i  is-nv  %'^:*'  a  I  ka-i  ;^'*  \c*f  Cc*»»>rn5S6iv>r  ^^fSvrer^  xjid  Ph- 
\'aje  Me*  *.-  l>ii«  0:'  K^T.  tSe-  m»>r  ?vvN  ?c  vOir,":  :Sir  voiir^  msn  of 
r>je  Frer»- ^  a'?w»r:»%  V  14'.  Nlor;  !o  :V  ''."^nsKVlr^^  anc  oPvier  at 
PrT5or*er>  r-:  V  ={%•>>.  tN>  ■»>.  snv**oxs!  ?Kh  m'o«:i,-.  Nc  c,"  «n:hoo:  their 
FatN?"^.  I  To^l  t^rr  :*v*jt  *  is  s  wo-,;  ;  .;»..  ryv  jtrviersranc  tcir  that 
the  Kini>  Co'r»T!>-^rv:  was  »;-  nv  '*'"kSv»K>v  x\.  :^n,-m»v  Sc  a'x-iJureh-  oiieved 
&  That  I  l>d  not  I  o^^■  to  i»s<-  VUrsb  V<m»»vs  Nk  tN»i  :Ke  time  Did  not 
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admit  of  Parlies  or  Delays  and  Then  ordered  the  whole  Troops  to  Fix 
their  Bayonets  and  advance  Towards  the  French,  and  Bid  the  4  right 
hand  Files  of  the  Prisoners  Consisting  of  24  men  wch  I  told  of  my 
Self  to  Divied  from  the  rest,  one  of  whome  I  Took  hold  on  (who 
oposed  the  Marching)  and  bid  March,  he  obeyed  &  the  rest  followed, 
thoh  Slowly,  and  went  of  Praying,  Singing  &  Crying  being  Met  by  the 
women  &  Children  all  the  way  (which  is  i^  mile)  with  Great  Lamenta- 
tions upon  their  Knees  praying  &c, 

I  then  ordered  the  remaining  French  to  Chnse  out  109  of  Their 
marryed  men  to  follow  their  yovmg  People  (the  Ice  being  Broke)  they 
readily  Complyed  and  Drew  up  in  a  Body  as  said  the  number  who  upon 
Capt  Adams  return  I  ordered  of  under  a  Gaurcl  Commanded  by  Capt 
Osgood  one  Subaltern  80  non  Commission  officers  and  Private  men. 
who  marched  of  them,  but  when  he  Came  to  put  them  on  board  the 
Vessels  Found  them  but  89  Instead  of  109.  So  that  the  Number  Em- 
barqtied  was  but  230  and  Thus  Ended  this  Troblesome  Jobb,  which  was 
Scheen  of  Sorrow.  After  this  Capt  Adams  with  the  Transports  Fell 
Down  from  Gaspereau  and  anchored  in  the  Mouth  of  that  river  and 
Piziquid.  .  .  . 

Journal  of  Colonel  John  IVinslow^  in  Nova  Scotia  Historical  Society,  Report 
and  Collections,  i8«2-i883  (Halifax,  1883),  HI,  87-110 passtm. 
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ANONYMOUS 

(Translated  by  E.  B,  O'Cau^chan,  1843) 

This  brief  account  from  the  victor's  side,  found  in  the  archive*  at  Paris,  shows  how 
nearly  the  fortunes  of  war  had  gone  the  other  way.  —  Bibliograj»hy :  VVinsor,  AW- 
rative  ami  Critiial  History,  V,  577-579;  Parkraan,  Mentcalm  and  ftW/f,  1,  ch.  vii; 
Channing  ami  Hart,  GuiJe,  §  132. 

MDE  Contrecoeur,  Captain  of  Infantry,  Commandant  of  Fort 
.  Duquesne,  on  the  Ohio,  having  been  informed  that  the  RngHsh 
were  taking  up  arms  in  Virginia  for  the  purpose  of  coming  to  attack  him, 
was  advised,  shortly  afterwards,  that  they  were  on  the  march.  He  dis- 
patched scouts,  who  reported  to  htm  faithfully  their  progress.  On  the 
1 7*^  instant  he  was  advised  that  their  army,  consisting  of  3000  regulars 
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OU  Cofinrf,  «e»  wtihia  sts  kagnes  of  thk  feit.    Tbt  oOker 

tm^lhf»i  Che  oeti  (U7  ra  making  ha  nitngnmnfi ;  and  00  the  matk 

■d  600  f iMlii,  ^JA  awirg  Kiieia 

icfc  heind  ■ ■iiihriil 

mttm^  T¥r  dtCBdHMBlr  bdbce  it  coaU  reach  ib  pface  of  I 
«M^fa«idiiKiriBpiaaHxof  dK  eKny  viih^  thaee  Ib^ms  of  tte 
IbfL  M' de  Bw|t«^  iHBi«  IM  aOwk  kMl  ftle4.  decided  OB  n 
aiuck.  TIm  be  »ide  wiik  ao  anck  T^sor  as  to  aatoaii 
iMn^  wetie  mrtian  poc  at  ni  iW  beat  posnliie  older;  aat 
laadcd  «ldi  fn^c  <i  r^ranwk').  Inv^  opeaed  Us  ire,  oar  aaea  gn« 
wy^  ia  lOTa.  Tac  Iialna%  Mt&o^  af^faieacd  uf  dK  vcyort  of  Ijac  caaMM 
fadicr  dbaa  ajr  aajr  dMB>i^  it  ooaid  ■flici»  oc^gim  tojacn^  vhoi  IC  de 

BCMaMai    wMB   BMPOBv      JKa    LvaHHS  DCapiB  VD  CBDOMBBk  BI 

Ha  wdawd  die  o#ocw  ia iiii  1  of  ihc  Induas  ta  ^ 

fcliRn  alai^  dK  wi^p  10  ai  to  take  dK  cMiB^  ia  taiiik,  «ld«  be,  M.  de 

lidpaeiy  and  die  tAet  oftocn  afbo  led  dK  FWeBcb,  aut.  aBi^iag  diea 
4a  iraat.  Tlnft  order  was  esEeoBaed  so  tiima|iily  tbai  tbe  coemj,  who 
VMV  abvady  ibciacii^  dieir  •*  Lai«  b«c  tbe  ioi^*' dKn«bt  KNr  oolsr  of 
dtftndh^diCBwclws.  T1iei^«asabadaaieoBbodi  sides  aadanooeai 
Icaig  dmbdal ;  bat  tbe  eneiaf  ai  last  gave  war.  Efforts  werr  made,  ia 
«ain,  to  iatrodace  soae  son  of  ofder  ia  ihcir  retreat.  The  wboop  of 
the  Indisni,  arfaich  echoed  dmngih  the  forest,  struck  terror  inlo  the 
hearts  of  <he  entire  eiurmy.  The  roai  aras  ooaplete.  We  remained 
in  poutwuoR  of  the  field  with  six  brass  UwlwA  aad  sixes,  four  howitx- 
ramaife*  of  50,  x  i  small  royal  grenade  mortars,  all  their  ammonitiaii, 
■ml,  generally ,  their  entire  baggage.  Some  deserters,  who  have  come 
in  ninrc,  have  told  us  thai  we  had  been  engaged  with  only  3000  men, 
the  remainder  of  the  army  being  four  leagues  further  off.  These  same 
deserter*  have  informed  us  that  the  enemy  were  retreating  to  Virginia, 
and  some  vouts,  sent  as  far  as  the  height  of  land,  have  confirmed  this 
by  reporting  that  the  thousand  men  who  were  not  engaged,  had  been 
equally  panic -stricken  and  abandoned  both  pro\nsions  and  ammunitioiD 
00  Ihc  way.  On  this  intelligence,  a  detachment  was  dispatched  after 
them,  which  destroyed  and  bumi  everything  that  could  be  found.  Tbe 
eiM*my  have  left  more  than  1000  men  on  the  field  of  battle.  They  have 
lost  a  great  portion  of  the  artiller>-  and  ammunition,  provisions,  as  also 
their  General,  whose  name  was  SV  Bniddock,  and  almost  all  their  officers. 


I 


I 


No.  ta8] 


**  The  Empire  is  no  more ' 


367 


We  have  had  3  officers  killed  ;  2  officers  and  2  cadets  wounded.  Such 
a  victory,  so  entirely  unexpected,  seeing  the  inequahty  of  the  forces,  is 
the  fruit  of  M""  Dumas'  experience,  and  of  the  activity  and  valor  of  the 
officers  under  his  command. 

E.  B.  O^Cailaghan,  editor,  Documents  relative  to  the  Cohnial  History  of  tkt 
State  of  New-York  (Albany,  1858),  X,  303-304- 


128,    "The  Empire  is  no  more"  (^JS?) 

BY    SECRETARY    WILLIAM    PITT 

The  coming  forward  of  Pitt  (later  Lord  Chalhara)  as  head  of  the  administr*- 
tton  was  the  tummg-point  in  the  war,  and  made  possible  the  brilliant  campaigns  in 
America.  This  piece  brings  out  the  fact  thai  the  American  conflict  led  to  the  general 
European  "  Seven  Years'  War,"  which  laste<l  till  1763.  It  is  addressed  to  the  iiritiah 
ambassador  in  Spain,  and  shows  the  apprehensions  of  England's  mttst  courageous 
statesman.  —  Bibliography :  Lcclty,  England,  II,  ch.  viii;  Mahon,  England^  ch.  notiv. 

Whitehall  August  23,  1 757.  ,  .  . 

IT  is  judged  the  most  compendious  and  sure  method  of  opening  and 
conveying  to  your  excellency  with  due  clearness  and  precision,  the 
scope  and  end  of  the  measure  in  question,  to  refer  you  to  the  minute 
itself,  in  fxftnst),  unanimously  approved  by  all  his  Majesty's  servants  con- 
sulted in  his  most  secret  affairs,  and  containing  the  sum  and  substance,  as 
well  as  the  grounds,  of  the  King's  royal  intention  in  this  violent  and 
dangerous  crisis,  which  minute  is  conceived  in  the  following  words,  viz.  — 
"  Their  lordships,  having  taken  into  consideration  the  formidable 
progress  of  the  arms  of  France,  and  the  danger  to  Great  Britain  and 
her  allies  resulting  from  a  total  subversion  of  the  system  of  Europe,  and 
more  especially  from  the  most  pernicious  extension  of  the  influence  of 
France,  by  the  fatal  admission  of  French  garrisons  into  Ostend  and 
Nieuportj  their  lordships  are  most  humbly  of  opinion,  that  nothing  can 
so  effectually  tend,  in  the  present  unhappy  circutnstances,  to  the  restora- 
tion of  Europe  in  general,  and  in  particular  to  the  successful  prosecution 
of  the  present  just  and  necessary  war,  until  a  peace  can  be  made  on 
safe  and  honourable  terras,  as  a  more  intimate  union  with  the  crown  of 
Spain.  In  this  necessary  ^new  their  lordships  most  humbly  submit  their 
opinion  to  your  Majesty's  great  wisdom  —  that  overtures  of  a  negocia- 
tion  should  be  set  on  foot  with  that  court,  in  order  to  engage  Spain,  if 
possible,  to  join  their  arms  to  those  of  your  Majesty,  for  the  obtaining  a 
just  and  honourable  peace,  and  mainly  for  recovering  and  restoring  to 
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of  his  Majesty's  consummate  wisdom  from  the  proper  interests  of  Europe, 
or  divert  his  generous  cares  from  endeavouring  to  prevent  the  final  over- 
throw of  all  Kurope,  and  independency  amongst  the  powers  of  the  con- 
tinent. In  this  salutary  view  it  is  that  the  King  has,  in  his  great  prudenrc, 
come  to  a  resolution  of  ordering  the  dispositions  of  the  court  of  Madrid, 
in  this  alarming  conjuncture,  to  be  sounded  ;  ami,  as  the  same  shall  be 
found  (livourable,  a  negociation  to  be,  without  loss  of  lime,  opened  on 
the  grounds  and  to  the  ends  contained  in  the  minute  above  recited.  .  .  . 

William  Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham,  CorrespOHdena  (edited  by  W.  S.  Taylor  and 
J.  H.  Pringle,  London,  HJ40),  I,  247-251  passim. 


129.    The  Fall  of  Quebec  (1759) 

BY    CAPTAIN    JOHN    KNOX 

Knox  was  an  officer  in  the  English  navy,  a  trustworthy  cye-witnciw  of  the  event! 
which  he  describes.  This  is  the  Itcsl  of  several  contemporary  narratives,  — liihliuiij. 
raphy:  Vi'in^ot,  A'arratwe  ami  Crtiical  /fiitvry,  V,  603-606;  Leckv',  finxhtiii,  II, 
494.-496;  Parkman,  M&ntcalm  anJ  Wolfe^  II,  cbs.  xxv,  xxviji;  Channing  and  Hail, 
Guide,  %  1 32. 

.  .  .  f^^  REAT  preparations  are  making,  throughout  the  fleet  and 
V  J"  army,  to  surprise  the  enemy,  and  compel  them  to  decide 
the  fate  of  Quel^ec  by  a  battle :  all  the  long-boats  below  the  town  are  to 
be  filled  with  seamen,  marines,  and  such  detachments  as  can  he  spared 
from  Points  Levi  and  Orleans,  in  order  to  make  a  feint  off  Keauport  and 
the  Point  de  Lest,  and  endeavour  to  engross  the  attention  of  the  Sieur 
dc  Montcalm,  while  the  array  are  to  force  a  descent  on  this  side  of  the 
town.  The  Officer  of  our  regiment,  who  commandc<l  the  escort  yc*-' 
terday  on  the  reconnoitring  party,  being  asked,  in  the  Gcncrar»  hearing, 
after  the  health  of  one  of  the  gentlemen  who  wa*  reported  to  be  ill, 
replied,  —  *hc  was  in  a  very  low  indifferent  sUle ; '  which  the  other 
lamented,  saying,  'he  has  but  a  puny,  delicate  constitution.'  —  This 
struck  his  Excellency,  it  being  his  own  case,  who  interrupted,  *  I3on*t 
tell  mr  of  constitution,  that  Officer  has  good  tpiriti,  and  good  spirits 
will  carry  a  man  through  every  thing/  .  .  . 

The  Brigadiers  Monckton  and  Murray,  with  the  troopt  uoder  thnr 
command,  reimba/ked  this  day,  from  the  parish  of  St.  Ntcholaa,  and 
returned  to  ihdr  ship*.    This  evening  all  the  boats  of  the  fleet  belo«r| 
CowD  were  filled  with  marinet,  &c.  dec.  covered  by  frigates  and 
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«kMpii  o(  war,  worked  up/  and  lay  half-channel  over,  oppodte  to 
port,  M  if  intern  ling  lo  land  in  the  morning,  and  thereby  fix  the  enemj's 
whole  arienrion  to  that  quarter ;  the  ships  attending  them  are  to  edgie 
over,  at  break  of  day,  a«  near  ^  pot»sib^  without  grounding  and  cat> 
annade  the  Frenr.h  intrenchments.  At  nine  o'clock  this  night,  oar 
army  in  high  «piht.<i,  the  dm  diviaioo  of  them  put  into  the  flat-battDmed 
hnatik,  and,  in  a  ihort  time  after,  the  whole  squadron  moved  op  the 
nver  w\ch  the  tide  of  Aood^  ami,  about  an  hoar  beibre  da.y-l^|ic 
mnmmis,  we  tell  down  with  the  ebb.  Weather  avoaiable,  a  s 
Mt^ihr. 

Be^vrs  tiav  >>jr«a«  tiuai  -Xk-raaig  we  n*5e  a  «5ie9ceac  3r»a  :^  ^snk 
^niojpf^  xst^txx  xaIx  X  .^uurtier  ot  x  »cue  %5  rase  essTKcc  of  SiZierr :  ami 

Kumnfr  ix'fm^K  :ttrv^t!fft  i»  jod  C-xpt  Vnaoumz  .  we  had.  it  2us  osbKka- 
awiL  iSiirrr  tx  :*  M:?/w*if  i  Scjars.  cctxeamm^  aiK»c.  ?»jaecL  bmidroc  max. 
Tw»  wa*  t  vrt^sec  ^ttrrrav  .'it  ^je  coeiry.  wkr*,  iraa.  aae  mcicML  sxrengA 
.1/  tie  u'jx'^..  dv^  ncK  si«rien.  ani  conseqoenrh  wtare  no:  prepared 
tUfuttbi'.  V,  ,v>i{:  at.  a'tcmn:.  The  chain  or'  cmtrtss.  which  ibev  had 
^tfMvr  uuifi^  ttu  Aummn  :t:  :hf  heurhcs.  galiec  c>>  a  Utt'ie.  anc  picked  ofi* 
Mvtrzu.  atf.u  anc  Mtmt:  itfhreTs.  hefore  oar  light  mtantry  gat  up  to  d»- 
irictjtr  trtrm  Th^•  ^ranc  f  mcrrmst  wa>  cnndocted.  ami  executed  with 
fpxa:  pntiL  nnifrr  am:  dt^TT^tior:  .  ;^  £ast  as  we  landed,  the  boats  put  off 
feir  TfiirU'ir.-a»menfc».  ami  the  trnoph  formec  with  much  rsgukErit}- :  the 
CatnwtUt.  Witt  ftn^duTTs  MnD<Scton  and  Murray,  were  a-^ore  with  ttte 
ittv  d»vHini.  Wir  lost  m-  time  here,  hut  olambereti  up  one  of  the  steep- 
e«:  prrriLirr^  th^r  can  he  cance»ve<i.  bein^  almost  a  perpendicoiar.  and 
01  ai.  in-n-i libit'  heiiin;.  As  S4x»ti  as  we  gamed  the  «immi£.  all  was  quiet, 
ami  rw.:  i  ^.hot  uv»>  heard,  owmg  to  the  excellent  conduct  of  the  iiglit 
mtinrr.  tmde:  v  olone!  Howe  ;  it  wa>  b>  this  time  dear  day-tight. 
Herf  w-  t'-.m-ieti  .igam.  the  river  ami  the  south  roimtn-  in  our  rear,  oar 
rt/nr  cit-n«iini:  ti-  tht-  HT^i-n.rMir  left  to  Siller\ .  ami  halte^i  a  trwmroates. 
'I'hr  t.-npn"  ther:  dfTaohe«i  the-  light  troofK  to  o»ir  left  to  route  the 
imemt  tr.m;  their  hatterv.  ami  to  disable  their  g^ins.  except  they  could 
he  rrn.trrt-i:  ser^'ireahlc  to  the  ]>art>  wh^^  were  to  remain  there;  and 
thti  «trx-iri  was  soon  performwi.  Wf  rhpt^  tare«i  n^  the  right,  and 
iiiarrhi'.:  ti->ward:?  the  town  b\  file>..  t»i;  we  r^rm  ti  the  plam<  of  Abra- 
hank  aii  even  piece  of  groimd  wKm-J'  Mi  AV,»U,  Hati  jnade  choice  of. 
whilf    wr  -atncxi  formint.  uT»on  th*-  >»»H       U>HrKf  showerv  :    about  sx 
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o'clock  the  enemy  first  made  their  appearance  upon  the  heights, 
between  us  and  the  town ;  whereupon  we  halted,  and  wheeled  to  the 
right,  thereby  forming  the  line  of  battle.  ...  The  enemy  had  now 
likewise  formed  the  line  of  battle,  and  got  some  cannon  to  play  on  us, 
with  rovmd  and  canister-shot ;  but  what  galled  us  most  was  a  body  of 
Indians  and  other  marksmen  they  had  concealed  in  the  com  opposite  to 
the  front  of  our  right  wing,  and  a  coppice  that  stood  opposite  to  our 
center,  iinclining  towards  our  left ;  but  the  Colonel  Hale,  by  Brigadier 
Monckton's  orders,  advanced  some  platoons,  alternately,  from  the  forty- 
seventh  regiment,  which,  after  a  few  rounds,  obliged  these  sculkers  to 
retire ;  we  were  now  ordered  to  lie  down,  and  remained  some  time  in 
this  position.  About  eight  o'clock  we  had  two  pieces  of  short  brass  six- 
pounders  playing  on  the  enemy,  which  threw  them  into  some  confusion, 
and  obliged  them  to  alter  their  disposition,  and  Montcalm  formed  them 
into  three  large  columns ;  about  nine  the  two  armies  moved  a  little 
nearer  each  other.  The  light  cavalry  made  a  faint  attempt  upon  our 
parties  at  tbe  battery  of  Sillery,  but  were  soon  beat  off,  and  Monsieur 
de  Bougainville,  with  his  troops  from  Cape  Rouge,  came  down  to  attack 
the  flank  of  our  second  line,  hoping  to  penetrate  there ;  but,  by  a  mas- 
terly disposition  of  Brigadier  Townshend,  they  were  forced  to  desist, 
and  the  third  battalion  of  Royal  Americans  was  then  detached  to  the 
first  ground  we  had  formed  on  after  we  gained  the  heights,  to  preserve 
the  communication  with  the  beach  and  our  boats.  About  ten  o'clock 
the  enemy  began  to  advance  briskly  in  three  columns,  with  loud  shouts 
and  recovered  arras,  two  of  them  inclining  to  the  left  of  our  army,  and 
the  third  towards  our  right,  firing  obliquely  at  the  two  extremities  of  our 
line, -from  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  — ,  until  they  came  within 
forty  yards ;  which  our  troops  withstood  with  the  greatest  intrepidity  and 
firmness,  still  reserving  their  fire,  and  paying  the  strictest  obedience  to 
their  OflHcers  r  this  uncommon  steadiness,  together  with  the  havoc  which 
the  grape-shot  from  our  field- pieces  made  among  them,  threw  them 
into  some  disorder,  and  was  most  critically  maintained  by  a  well- 
timed,  regular,  and  heavy  discharge  of  our  small  arms,  such  as  they 
could  no  longer  oppose ;  hereupon  they  gave  way,  and  fled  with  pre- 
cipitation, so  that,  by  the  time  the  cloud  of  smoke  was  vanished,  our 
men  were  again  loaded,  and,  profiting  by  the  advantage  we  had  over 
them,  pursued  them  almost  to  the  gates  of  the  town,  atid  the  bridge 
over  the  little  river,  redoubling  our  fire  with  great  eagerness,  making 
many  Officers  and  men  prisoners.      The  weather  cleared  up,  with  a 
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comfortabh'  wann  BUD-shine  :,  the  Hi^ihaiders  diaced  ibem  Tigoronstf 
-towartk  Charle6*F  river,  and  tbe  fiitj-ei^itfa  to  lite  suburb  ck»e  to  Jcdm's 
ptte.  until  they  were  checked  bv  the  caniKin  from  the  two  bufis ;  at  the 
«ame  time  a  gun.  which  the  toiwn  had  brought  to  bear  rqxm  us  widi 
|n:a}>e>shm.  galled  the  progreBS  of  tite  Tegiments  to  tiie  Tight,  ^o  were 
likewiar  pursuing  widi  equal  ardour,  while  Colonel  Hunt  Wa^  by  a 
very  judicious  movement,  wheeled  the  battaiians  of  Bragg  and  SjcmiedT 
til  tin*  left,  and  flanked  the  coppice  n^kcre  a  bod}'  of  the  enemy  made 
a  stand,  as  if  wiUing  to  renew  the  action  4  but  a  few  phrtonwi  ixam  these 
xsorps  com>ileted  our  victory.  Tben  it  was  ^lat  Brigadkr  Towsi^iend 
canv  up.  called  off  the  pursuers,  ordered  the  w^ole  line  to  dresi,  and 
recitver  their  former  ground.  Oar  jor  JS  this  aucceas  is  ineiipmBifaiy 
dam>ied  hi'  the  Iosf  wr  Rustained  of  cme  of  ihe  greatest  heroes  which 
this  iiT  any  other  age  can  boast  at — Gehekal  JAMES  WOLFEl,  «^ 
rscewed  h»i  mortal  wound,  u  he  was  everting  hinaiilf  at  tiie  head  of 
thr  grenndierp  of  Lnuisbomg.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  1'hc  SieuT  dc  Mnmcahn  died  btte  lasa  night :  w^ien  hs  wonad 
was  dressed,  and  he  arnled  m  \«i±  xhe  Surgeoni^  who  attended  him 
werr  ciesirrd  to  acquaim  him  mgennnQshr  with  Their  9emxnxxt&  of  ha. 
and.  Vien\fi  aiu^rrrd  that  hif  wound  waf.  mnnal,  he  cahhhr  Tcjibrd.  ~  he 
wa^  gtac  01  n  '  his:  Exceltenrr  then  demanded. — ^whether  he  catiid 
snrx'tvr  1:  i.mg.  and  hew  tca^^'  He  wai^  told,  "ahrac  a  doees  hi3Di% 
pcrha)l^  nurrr.,  peradi-emure  bsBt*  'S^  mnnb  the  berier,"  nirnned  thas 
emmen:  wamcr  :  '  j  am  hiqifw  ^  shall  itfu  bvt  tt  j«e  3he  snocnder  of 
\i>irt!!l»ft.."  . 

!\tRr  rtir  jatr  worthi  t^wwii.  «  T«tt«wji«  nmnnr^.  w»  carried  off 
wmmdec,.  tr  tt»f  Ttac.  i^  ttir  •n-.tic  hnft.  hr  dtsiiwr  iwsr  wh^  war  aboat 
hmr^.  tr  tti^  hnr.  tiemm  .  hMTMC  Jts4:«^  i^  hf  -fuuilf  fain*f  £  >nn!CiOBi?  he 
Trnlird  n  is  tiwdir*-  .  n  »  3»1  ?h««  wir^  twv.  Onr  nTTheni  Thna  cmd 
oh;  thrx  "nm  «v  h/wi  iht^  TiO,  •  '<^*K^  :^m>  dtnmmdstc  mr  hero, 
■mm  fpTsc  rvamr^rwhts  »»tr  i  rcMrtr  "wu^tev:  T»«ir.  sbsr "  T»  O&nr 
awwvfr^**..  ■  Thr  T?nr«mA  Sf.  X^t**'  itv*»  |mf  wj}\  jHt:«^--wh;?rt.'  Ttene- 
U11.TT   Thf    v%rn:irji,  ■'^oiroA      .-••    '*»»     <»     *•'«.  wv    6*4i^.  tr  jTnifKC  iS!*^ 

»''///rY'         ->>?.••     y-      i«J       it     fit      ^tfr*i%     p     Ht      tnjtjtt-r-'     T^rm.    i»  Jm/^S' 
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CAUSES  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 


CHAPTER  XXI ^ NEW  CONDITIONS  OF  ENG- 
LISH CONTROL 

I  30.    The  Character  of  George  Third  (1758) 

BY  JAMES,  EARL  OF  WALDEGRAVE 

Waldegrave  was  at  one  lime  tutor  of  the  young  prince.  —  Bibliography :  Donne, 
Correspomifnct  of  George  III:  Mahon,  England,  VI,  loo,  and  Appendix;  Lecky, 
England,  III,  1 0-1 4. 

THE  Prince  of  Wales  is  entering  into  his  2  ist  year,  and  it  would  be 
unfair  to  decide  upon  his  character  in  the  eariy  stages  of  hfe, 
when  there  is  so  much  time  for  improvement. 

His  parts,  though  not  excellent,  will  be  found  very  tolerable,  if  ever 
they  are  properly  exercised. 

He  is  strictly  honest,  but  wants  that  frank  and  open  behaviour  which 
makes  honesty  appear  amiable. 

When  he  had  a  very  scanty  allowance,  it  was  one  of  his  favorite 
maxims  that  men  should  be  just  before  they  are  generous :  his  income 
is  now  very  considerably  augmented,  but  his  generosity  has  not  increased 
in  equal  proportion. 

His  religion  is  free  from  all  hypocrisy,  but  is  not  of  the  most  charitable 
sort ;  he  has  rather  too  much  attention  to  the  sins  of  his  neighbour. 

He  has  spirit,  but  not  of  the  active  kind  ;  and  does  not  want  resolu- 
tion, but  it  is  mixed  with  too  much  obstinacy. 

He  has  great  command  of  his  passions,  and  will  seldom  do  wrong, 
except  when  he  mistakes  wrong  for  right ;  but  as  often  as  this  shall  hap- 
pen, it  will  be  difficult  to  undeceive  hira,  because  he  is  uncommonly 
indolent,  and  has  strong  prejudices. 

His  want  of  application  and  aversion  to  business  would  be  far  less 
dangerous,  was  he  eager  in  the  pursuit  of  pleasure ;  for  the  transition 
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I  pieasaie  to  bosiDCSS  is  both  shorter  aod  easier  than  from  a  state  of 
iaactioa. 

:  has  a  kind  of  unhappiness  in  his  temper,  which,  if  it  be  not  con- 

i  beibre  it  has  taken  too  deep  a  root,  will  be  a  source  of  frequent 

Ijnziety.     VVheoerer  he  is  displeased,  his  anger  docs  not  break  out  «*ilh 

I  beat  and  violence  ;  but  he  becomes  sullen  and  silent,  and  retires  to  his 

'  closet  i  oof  to  compose  his  mind  by  study  or  contemplation^  but  merely 

to  indatge  the  melancholy  enjoyment  of  his  own  ill  humor.     Even  when 

|lhe  6t  is  ended,  unfavorable  symptoms  verj'  frequently  return,  which 

that  on  certain  occasions  his  Royal  Highness  has  too  correct  a 

Though  I  have  mentioned  his  good  and  bad  qualities,  without  flattery, 
and  without  aggravation,  allowances  should  still  be  made,  on  account  of 
i%»  yootb,  and  his  bad  education :  for  though  the  Bishop  of  Peterbor- 
loogh,  now  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  the  preceptor  ;  Mr.  Stone,  the  sub-gov- 
Icrnor ;  and  Mr.  Scott,  the  sub- preceptor,  were  men  of  sense,  men  of 
'learning,  and  worthy,  good  men,  they  had  but  little  weight  and  influence. 
The  modicr  and  the  nursery  alwa>'s  prevailed. 

Daring  the  course  of  the  last  year,  there  has,  indeed,  been  some 
alteration ;  the  aathority  of  the  nurser>*  has  gradually  declined,  and  the 
Earl  of  Bute,  by  the  assistance  of  the  mother,  has  now  the  intire  confi- 
dence. But  whether  this  change  will  be  greatly  to  his  Royal  Highness's 
advantage,  b  a  nice  question,  which  cannot  hitherto  be  determined  with 
r  certainty. 

^fuatB  fad]  Earl  Waldegrave,  Sftmcirs  frttm  rfS4  *o  mjsS  (edited  by  H.  R. 
V.  Foa,  London,  tSai),  S-io. 


131.    Argument  on  Writs  of  Assistance  ( 1 76 1 ) 

BY  JAMES  OTIS 

(RBTOaTKO  BY  JOICf  ADAJCS) 

Otis  WM  a  Boifeon  U«r%-rr  whi»c  powers  of  debate  and  fervid  oratory  made  him 
tiie  HMMl  prominent  of  the  Americans  in  the  Arst  phase  of  the  Rerolatton.  This  argo- 
■Mtit  WM  •  public  assertion  of  the  right  of  the  colonists  to  be  free  from  a  means  of 
execatiag  the  acts  of  trade.  —  Bibliography  :  Tyler,  LiUrmry  History  pf  the  Xtvtiit- 
ttpn,  I,  36-52;  Wtlliam  Tu.lof.  /j/>  of  Otis  ;  NMnsor,  Xarra'/izt  a»J  Critical  ffutpry, 
VI,  6S-70;  OianninK  and  Hart.  tJm^f,  §134.  —On  the  acts  of  trade,  ace  CmiftM- 
forartei,  1.  No.  54,  and  above,  Nos.  45,  $5,  87. 
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MAV   ir  PLEASE   VOUR    HONORS, 

I  WAS  desired  by  one  of  the  Court  to  look  into  the  books,  and  con- 
sider the  question  now  before  them  concerning  writs  of  assistance. 
I  have  accordingly  considered  it,  and  now  ajjpear,  not  only  in  obedience 
to  your  order,  but  likewise  in  behalf  of  the  inhabitant:*  of  this  town,  who 
have  presented  another  petition,  and  out  of  regard  to  the  liberties  of  the 
subject.  And  I  take  this  opportunity  to  declare,  that  whether  under  a 
fee  or  not  (for  in  such  a  cause  as  this  I  despise  a  fee)  I  will  to  my 
dying  day  oppose  with  all  the  powers  and  faculties  God  has  given  me, 
all  such  instruments  of  slavery  on  the  one  hand,  and  viUany  on  the 
other,  as  this  writ  of  assistance  is. 

It  appears  to  me  the  worst  instniment  of  arbitrary  power,  the  most 
destnictive  of  English  liberty  and  the  fundamental  principles  of  law,  that 
ever  was  found  in  an  English  law-book.  I  must,  therefore,  beg  your 
Honors'  patience  and  attention  to  the  whole  range  of  an  argument,  that 
may  perhaps  appear  uncommon  in  many  things,  as  well  as  to  points  of 
learning  that  are  more  remote  and  unusual ;  that  the  whole  tendency 
of  my  design  may  the  more  easily  be  perceived,  the  conclusions  better 
discerned,  and  the  force  of  them  be  better  felt.  I  shall  not  think  much 
of  my  pains  in  this  cause,  as  I  engaged  in  it  from  principle.  I  was 
solicited  lo  argue  this  cause  as  Advocate-t  jeneral ;  and  because  I  would 
not,  I  have  been  charged  with  desertion  from  my  office.  To  this  charge 
I  can  give  a  very  sufficient  answer.  I  renounced  that  office,  and  I 
argue  this  cause,  from  the  same  principle  ;  and  I  argue  it  with  the 
greater  pleasure,  as  it  is  in  favor  of  British  liberty,  at  a  time  when  we 
hear  the  greatest  monarch  upon  earth  declaring  from  his  throne  that 
he  glories  in  the  name  of  Briton,  and  that  the  privileges  of  his  people 
are  dearer  to  him  than  the  most  valuable  prerogatives  of  his  crown  ;  and 
as  it  is  in  opposition  to  a  kind  of  power,  the  exercise  of  which,  in  former 
periods  of  English  history,  cost  one  King  of  England  his  head,  and  an- 
other his  throne.  I  have  taken  more  pains  in  this  cause,  than  I  e\'er 
will  take  again,  although  my  engaging  in  this  and  another  popular  cause 
has  raised  much  resentment.  But  I  think  I  can  sincerely  declare,  that 
I  cheerfully  submit  myself  to  every  odious  name  for  conscience'  sake ; 
and  from  my  soul  I  despise  all  those,  whose  guilt,  malice,  or  folly  has 
made  them  my  foes.  Let  the  consequences  be  what  they  will,  I  am 
determined  to  proceed.  The  only  principles  of  public  conduct,  that  are 
worthy  of  a  gentleman  or  a  man,  are  to  sacrifice  estate,  case,  health,  and 
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.  •.  ■  .1  ^r.  2.7.  i  even  life,  lo  the  >acred  calk  of  his  coumn-.  Tn***  niiiijv 
«!".  ;•:!-.  -.-.  •  r.vate  life,  make  the  goa;i  citizen:  ir.  pu'ilc  :::>.  :he 
•.i:.:r  ".  ..:  ■.  '.'.z  ■.rrj.  I  -Jo  no:  siy.  that  when  br^-gh:  i:  :-.r  :e*:.  I 
>:.i  '.K  -. .  -.  .:".*.  I  J. ray  »r>.l  I  may  ne%'tr  r.e  br-yizr.:  ::■  I'r.t  ntlai;- 
,.-..■  ^  :-.:.l  :  ::  :f  e\c:  I  >hju!d.  1:  wil".  be  ther.  kr.:*^  r.zw  £sr  Z  c:,aa  re- 
.). t  :.  :ri.:".  ..r  ::--..  ;. '.r?.  which  I  knc'W  :o  :•*  iiir.Lti  in  r'-ih-  Is 
•■t  "f.  -  r  ;  t  I  »  "1  :r.-:r^  i  :^  :he  5-b;c::  c:  :h:i  wn:. 

s.«.  •    i.<.«  r  :.    '.K   ..  ■--i:/.    -   :"..>r    rr.  *.  ^.::j  "■;  irs.ri<  ::   si-,Lrjr-. 
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servants,  are  allowed  to  lord  it  over  us.  Now  one  of  the  most  essential 
branches  of  English  liberty  is  the  freedom  of  one's  house.  A  man's 
house  is  his  casile  ;  and  whilst  he  is  quiet,  he  is  as  well  guarded  as  a 
prince  in  his  castle.  This  writ,  if  it  should  be  declared  legal,  would 
totally  annihilate  this  privilege.  Custom-house  officers  may  enter  our 
houses,  when  they  please  ;  we  are  commanded  to  permit  their  entry. 
Their  menial  servants  may  enter,  may  break  locks,  bars,  and  every 
thing  in  their  way  ;  and  whether  they  break  through  malice  or  revenge, 
no  man,  no  court,  can  inquire.  Bare  suspicion  without  oath  is  suffi- 
cient. This  wanton  exercise  of  this  power  is  not  a  chimerical  suggestion 
of  a  heated  brain.  I  will  mention  some  facts.  Mr.  Few  had  one  of  these 
writs,  and  when  Mr.  Ware  succeeded  him,  he  endorsed  this  writ  over  to 
Mr,  Ware  ;  so  that  these  writs  are  negotiable  from  one  officer  to  another  ; 
and  so  your  Honors  have  no  opportunity  of  judging  the  persons  to  whom 
this  vast  power  is  delegated.  Another  instance  is  this :  Mr.  Justice 
Walley  had  called  this  same  Mr.  Ware  before  him,  by  a  constable,  to 
answer  for  a  breach  of  Sabbath-day  acts,  or  that  of  profane  swearing. 
As  soon  as  he  had  finished,  Mr,  Ware  asked  him  if  he  had  done.  He 
replied.  Yes.  VVell  then,  said  Mr.  Ware,  I  will  show  you  a  litde  of  my 
power.  I  command  you  to  permit  me  to  search  your  house  for  un- 
customed goods.  And  went  on  to  search  his  house  from  the  garret  to 
the  cellar  ;  and  then  ser\'e(l  the  constable  in  the  same  manner.  But 
to  show  another  absurdity  in  this  writ ;  if  it  should  be  established,  I 
insist  upon  it,  every  person  by  the  14  Charles  H.  has  this  power  as  well 
as  ciistora-house  officers.  The  words  are,  '  It  shall  be  lawful  for  any 
person  or  persons  authorized,'  &c.  What  a  scene  does  this  open  ! 
Every  man,  prompted  by  revenge,  ill  humor,  or  wantonness,  to  inspect 
the  inside  of  his  neighbor's  house,  may  get  a  writ  of  assistance.  Others 
will  ask  it  from  self-defence  ;  one  arbitrary  exertion  will  provoke  another, 
until  society  be  involved  in  tumult  and  in  blood. 

Again,  these  writs  are  not  returned.  Writs  in  their  nature  are  tempo- 
rary things.  When  the  purposes  for  which  they  are  issued  are  answered, 
they  exist  no  more ;  but  these  live  forever  ;  no  one  can  be  called  to 
account.  Thus  reason  and  the  constitution  are  both  against  this  writ. 
•Let  us  see  what  authority  there  is  for  it.  Not  more  than  one  instance 
can  be  found  of  it  in  all  our  law-books ;  and  that  was  in  the  zenith  of 
arbitrary  power,  namely,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when  star-chamber 
powers  were  pushed  to  extremity  by  some  ignorant  clerk  of  the  ex- 
chequer.    But  had  this  writ  been  in  atiy  hook  whatever,  it  would  have 
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hsem  iBksaL  All  precedents  are  under  the  oontnil  of  dbe 
isl  hm.  Lord  Taltnt  sajs  it  is  better  to  obsare  tiiese  tikaa  Ji 
AfdbnEiv.  t£B0i9^  in  the  House  of  Lords,  the  last  lesKVt  of  ibe 
S^  .Vets  of  Pvlianient  can  establish  soch  a  writ :  tbo^gjk  it  f^tmM  be 
tnoK&r  m  the  reiy  words  of  the  petition,  it  woisM  be  iwL  Am  act 
sfiKXBas.  t&e  omowiimtion  is  void.  (rid.  Yiner.)  Bitt  these  prove  no 
iBKvtr  3&txn  vSsat  I  before  obseired,  that  sprrul  vtdcs  muMw  be  iBOHted 
M  «w/ft  ««./  /rmf^aUe  smspuwm.  The  act  of  7  Jc  S  WiiiaaB  UL 
sftas  aaie  oftccn  of  the  pfamatioas  sitaO  have  the  aaae  |»«eB%Asc  b 
cimiJiauB  ib9  ohoEi-  seme:  that  an  oficcr  sfaoisld  show  psoboSifie  jpiin— 3; 
sfavsEiiiQaike  tefoodc'sf  ic:  dhadd  do  erus  beixe  a  ms^sssmtz  aadxhat 
SIK&  OBUfgisCEasc,  if  he  dni^  proper,  shodii  sstae  a  specm  ■■  ibm  id  a 
jtTT^'fV^'  u?  icarch  the  pfiaceSb.    Tint  of  6  Aoae  Gsa  prsive  no  iBOtci 


jdfac  A&HBk.  ;#  4rc7  caSord  br  CkacSes  FeaacB  A^bibl  Baaan.  iSjaV  II, 
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imce^  Snsa  x  xtesassc  .i  ?ariinngac    "Klks*  «k^  r.«rv:r  mc  -sr:Ai^t3s.  \ 

£Mf>ia:mA,  H.  -aa>  :fc-iw  III.  -n;.  1: .   Lsolt.   ~  mtpjewu.  III.  :)^-9iZ.  xdk  ca.  ^ 

"  I  ^iE  /VK£«r«x~  -^rftLUi-  jf  rftft.r  w^;*^  sacit  ^  iscn*  2z«n  the 
I      rjotsrncc  x"  irrf.TJrrft'  «-«  ,xr  wrtsfo?!  K^.vzaojcsw    Al  cmr  aiost 

r:»jiB&  imi  basae^i^  re^vacvc     \o  '^iw^:.t^  ot  r>;  usni^ssr  &»  been 

if/  hr%eniru£^  m  »u-  yf/nJt      \>  v  JS?  .'%4r  ••    ^'»>>  -flf^rfit'*  ctf  rarsaaaeot. 
wsac-   >  3C  ••X3.'''  xvfcj^c  oi.  ^V  ^cvh.'   is^-^x  >o*  ::ij:  «3S  jitecned.- 

paruaaaeat  i.-  r>e  J^t:u'm,i-*iu-  *   ^-  * -^-v  *i>k>  i  %ti^  >-«a£3se  so  ^a^y  he 
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must  by  this  time  be  ashamed  of;  for  he  has  been  brought  to  confess 
the  total  want  of  that  knowledge,  accuracy  and  precision,  by  which  such 
immense  advantages,  both  of  trade  and  territory,  were  sacrificed  to  our 
inveterate  enemies.  'I'hese  gross  blunders,  are,  indeed,  in  some  measure 
set  right  by  the  Definiiive  Treaty  \  yet  the  most  important  articles,  rela- 
tive to  cesswn,  commrnt,  and  the  Fishery,  remain  as  they  were,  with 
respect  to  the  French.  The  proud  and  feeble  Spaniard  too  does  not 
RENOUNCE,  but  only  DEsisi^  front  ail  preiensionSy  which  he  may  have 
formed^  to  the  right  (if  fishing —  where  ?  Only  about  the  island  of  New- 
FOUNDUiND  —  till  a  favourable  opportunity  arises  of  insisting  on  it,  there, 
as  welt  as  elsewhere. 

The  minister  cannot  forbear,  even  in  the  Kin^s  Speech,  insulting  us 
with  a  dull  repetition  of  the  word  txconomy.  I  did  not  expect  so  soon 
to  hear  that  word  again,  after  it  had  been  so  lately  exploded,  and  more 
than  once  by  a  most  numerous  audience,  hissed  off  the  stage  of  our  Eng- 
lish theatres.  It  is  held  in  derision  by  the  voice  of  the  people^  and  every 
tongue  loudly  proclaims  the  universal  contempt,  in  Which  these  empty 
professions  are  held  by  this  nation.  Let  the  public  be  informed  of  a 
single  instance  of  ceconomy^  except  indeed  in  the  houshold.  .  .  .  Lord 
Ligonier  is  now  no  longer  at  the  head  of  the  army ;  but  lord  Bute  in 
effect  is  ;  I  mean  that  every  preferment  given  by  the  crown  will  be  found 
still  to  be  obtained  by  his  enormous  infiuence,  and  to  be  bestowed  only 
on  the  creatures  of  the  Scottish  faction.  The  nation  is  still  in  the  same 
deplorable  state,  while  he  governs,  and  can  make  the  tools  of  his  power 
pursue  the  same  odious  measures.  Such  a  retreat,  as  he  intends,  can 
only  mean  the  personal  indemnity,  which,  I  hope,  guilt  will  never  find 
from  an  injured  nation.  The  negociations  of  the  late  inglorious  peace 
and  the  excise,  will  haunt  him  wherever  he  goes,  and  the  terrors  of  the 
just  resentment  which  he  must  be  sure  to  meet  from  a  brave  and  insulted 
people,  and  which  must  finally  crush  him,  will  be  for  ever  before  his 
eyes. 

In  vain  will  such  a  minister,  or  the  foul  dregs  of  his  power,  the  tools 
of  corruption  and  despotism,  preach  up  in  the  speech  that  spirit  of  con- 
cord ^  and  that  obedience  to  the  laws,  which  is  essential  to  good  order. 
They  have  sent  the  spirit  of  discord  through  the  land,  and  I  will  proph- 
ecy, that  it  will  never  be  extinguished,  but  by  the  extinction  of  their 
power.  Is  the  spirit  of  concord  to  go  hand  in  hand  with  the  peace  and 
ExcrsE,  through  this  nation?  Is  it  to  be  expected  between  an  insolent 
Exciseman,  and  a  peer,  gen  tie  ma  n^  freeholder,  or  farmer^  whose  private 
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bmeMH  aie  ncnr  made  liable  to  be  entered  and  scjirhrd  at 
Ghmuiterfkire^  Herefcrdshire^  and  in  general  all  the  tjJeri 
MK  «srdir  the  teveral  counties  which  are  alluded  to  in  tine  ^^tacci-  Tbe 
^ptni  of  caiutyrd  hath  not  gone  forth  among  them,  bat  tbe  ^^fmJt  ^f  Shtrtt 
&»i^  xnA  a  nobie  opposition  has  been  given  to  the  wicked  iainii—  iiii 
<of  (Vf»yr«K«rin,  A  nation  as  sensible  as  the  Em^Usk,  «ii  see  that  a  ^irit 
4ffA^U4^d  when  they  are  oppressed,  means  a  tame  sababsaoB  to  bj^xot, 
and  ebat  a  f/r/7/  4^  liberty  oag^  then  to  arise,  and  I  am  noe  ever  will, 
w  yim^m^taa  to  tbe  weight  of  the  grievance  thcr  kcL  Ewtry  legal 
MUemff  0f  a  contrary  tendency  to  the  sfirit  cf  C0nc*rd  wiu  be  dftfd  a 
pfutmi^s&ie  rrtocance,  warranted  by  the  spirit  of  tke  Emg&ii  comshtmhou, 

A  'Cieipoc&c  Buonser  wiH  always  endeavoar  to  dazcie  hs  pnnoe  with 
liDlilv^jWTi  orfcas  of  the  prerogative  and  komomr  of  tbe  ^-nm,  wincii  tiie 
aniUHMT  wrU  imzke  a  parade  of  firmly  maintmimimg.  I  wish  as  mncii  as 
MD}  acBss  SB  :^  kingdoai  to  see  tke  kontfmr  0/ tke  crwmm  mi'iwiiiund  in  a 
aBBSCcrr  "T-u-j  btfcomtng  Royalty.  .  .  . 

T'te  Stutrt  2:ae  has  ever  been  intosicaced  with  tbe  sSxvisii  docUmes 
ni  =r«  «?\Wbair.  :nJepenJent,  mrtJimzteJ  power  oc  tbe  crown.  Some  of 
!3ac  zx-jt  wrr*  io  weakTy  *i»-2s<d.  *»  to  endea-rocr  to  rwrace  them  into 
pra-.tuc*  jsr,  iht  En^ink  siruc  was  too  spcrted  K>  sciaer  tbe  ieast  cn- 
crafc.inDe=c  -a  tie  lisea:  iiKraes  oc  tiis  kb^ioea.  Tbe  Kz^ffEmg- 
iam.i  it  -jcL-}  dse  frsc  -Tvig:scrare  of  tiis  cccnsr  :  be:  is  xBresaed  by  tbe 
iii:«  wt±  rbe  wbc\e  execicre  po«wer-  He  s^  bowrrer.  resoanszbie  to  his 
'perjziit  i'jc  tie  iae  sxecstjoo  of  cse  royal  fzacaocss^  an  tbe  choice  of 
sucasctrsw  Jl-c.  ?•;  :aJ  wrrb  tbe  aeaaest  of  bis  acbwcts  m  bs  particnlsr 
.rsry.  Tbe  ^e^!Ofiil  cbiracter  oc  ocr  rrsseot  xa-uii*  sov^ezc^  makes 
Tfij  «3s>T  ia-i  .'iarrv  thit  so  gr^tt  a  power  s  i?c^ec  to  socb  bands ;  but 
-:5e  /^inrirunje  .-as  g-^ea  »x>  )cs«  casse  sx  biaa  tr  escape  the  general 
.'jii-.r=^  Tbe  f»r-'':*tiza:^e  oi  tbe  c7C»we  »  to  sxert  tbe  constitatiaoal 
-nimm  err-jscec  re  r:  :s  a  wa\  not  of  bhac  ti%-v>cr  and  partiahty,  but 
::  wscoci  ace  ^vvijTtn^rrr:.  TSsi  ts  :Se  srir:  x  ocr  cvxatttanon.  The 
pe:j[.^  5CO  hive  :b;?r  '♦I'-^^^rif.  ind  I  !sx<  the  ane  woKfe  of  Dkvdcn 
wiil  be  eagra^'eo  oc  00:  ivjirts 

Jjhr  WUitss^  CSirJes  <>u•c^  IL  afvi  vClVfrs.  ?vhv."><  .*>!:  XfrHt  Sratsm,  from 
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133.    Grenville's  Scheme  of  Taxation  (1763-1764) 

BV    COMMISSIONER    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN    (1778) 

Gre[i\'ille  was  at  this  time  tbe  English  prime  minister.  —  Bibliography  on  bis 
scheme:  Winsur,  Xiirr alive  and  Critical  HiUory^  VI,  62-68;  Chantiing  and  Hart, 
Guide,  §  134. —  For  Franklin,  see  No.  68  above. 

Passy,  12  March,  1778. 

DEAR  SIR:  —  In  the  pamphlets  you  were  so  kind  as  to  lend  me 
there  is  one  important  fact  misstated,  apparently  from  the  writers 
not  having  been  furnished  with  good  information.  It  is  the  transaction 
between  Mr.  Cirenville  and  the  colonies,  wherein  he  understands  that 
Mr.  (irenville  demanded  of  them  a  specific  sum,  that  they  refused  to 
grant  any  thing,  and  that  it  was  on  their  refusal  only  that  he  made  the 
motion  for  the  Stamp  Act.  No  one  of  the  particulars  was  true.  The 
fact  was  this : 

Some  time  in  the  winter  of  1763-4  Mr.  Grenville  called  together  the 
agents  of  the  several  colonies,  and  told  them  thai  he  purposed  to  draw 
a  revenue  from  America ;  and  to  that  end  his  intention  was  to  levy  a 
stamp  duty  on  the  colonies  by  act  of  Parliament  in  the  ensuing  session, 
of  which  he  thought  it  fit  that  they  should  be  immediately  acquainted, 
that  they  might  have  time  to  consider  \  and  if  any  other  duty  equally 
productive  would  be  more  agreeable  to  them,  they  might  let  him  know 
it.  The  agents  were  therefore  directed  to  write  this  to  their  respective 
Assemblies,  and  communicate  to  him  the  answers  they  should  receive : 
the  agents  wrote  accordingly. 

I  was  a  member  in  the  Assembly  of  Pennsylvania  when  this  notifica- 
tion came  to  hand.  The  observations  there  made  upon  it  were,  that 
the  ancient,  established,  and  regular  method  of  drawing  aid  from  the 
colonies  was  this :  The  occiLsion  was  always  first  considered  by  their 
sovereign  in  his  Privy  Council,  by  whose  sage  advice  he  directed  his 
Secretary  of  State  to  write  circular-letters  to  the  several  governors,  who 
were  directed  to  lay  them  before  their  Assemblies.  In  those  letters  the 
occasion  was  explained  to  their  satisfaction,  with  gracious  expressions  of 
his  Majesty's  confiilence  in  their  known  duty  and  affection,  on  which  he 
relied  that  they  would  grant  such  sums  as  should  be  suitable  to  their 
abilities,  loyally,  and  zeal  for  his  senice  ;  that  the  colonies  had  always 
granted  Uberally  on  such  requisitions,  and  so  Uberally  during  the  late 
war,  that  the  king,  sensible  they  had  granted  much  more  than  their  pro- 
portion, had  recommended  it  to  Parliament  five  years  successively  to 
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.nakc  them  some  compensation,  and  the  Parliament  accordingly  returned 
them  ^200,000  a  year,  to  be  divided  among  them  ;  that  the  proposi- 
tion of  t^Lxing  them,  in  Parliament,  was  therefore  both  cruel  and  unjust ; 
that,  by  the  constitution  of  the  colonies,  their  business  was  with  the 
king  in  matters  of  aid  ;  they  had  nothing  to  do  with  any  financier,  nor 
he  with  them  ;  nor  were  the  agents  the  proper  channels  through  which 
requisitions  should  be  made  ;  it  was  therefore  improper  for  them  to 
enter  into  any  stipulation,  or  make  any  proposition  to  Mr.  Grenville 
about  laying  taxes  on  their  constituents  by  Parliament,  which  had  really 
no  right  at  all  to  tax  them,  especially  as  the  notice  he  had  sent  them 
did  not  appear  to  be  by  the  king's  order,  and  perhaps  was  without  his 
knowledge,  as  the  king,  when  he  would  obtain  any  thing  from  them, 
always  accompanied  his  requisition  with  good  words,  but  this  gentleman, 
JMtieMi  of  a  decent  demand,  sent  them  a  menace,  that  tbej  alioald  cer- 
tatnly  oe  taxed,  and  only  left  them  the  choice  of  the  nuaner.  But  all 
this  notwithstanding,  they  were  so  &r  from  relosing  to  grant  taooey  that 
^f  wcsahtd  to  the  ibUovitig  porpose :  **  That  they  ahrays  had,  so  tlkey 
fkmmf%  alKMiid  ihmk  ii  tbdr  duty  10  gianit  aid  to  the  crown,  armwting  to 
llMir  abilitM!s»  wHenevcr  icqiriKd  of  iAnsi  m  iIk  wnal  comrimrinnal 
■■—fff>**  IwestaoQBaAerioEBsbBdLandttMkwitkincaBandieiitic 
€affi  of  tktt  fcsolotioB,  w«Mcb  I  preseKted  in  Mr.  Gremile  before  be 
tmlbcSMiiVAcL  I«BeitedM«he  i]o«eorONBMK(Mr. 
t)  ilM  I  bMl  dbw  SK  aad  lie  dU  Doi  dear  *t 
idbHlliL^ 
•f  lio idw Iff Krii  »  dhelsaif  Mi4 


lit    And 
Hiidk&iilir 


CHAPTER   XXII— THE   WEST 


134- 


"The  Adventures  of  Col.  Daniel  Boon  " 

(1 769-1 775) 

BY   JOHN    FILSON    (1784) 


This  Tiamtive  purports,  to  be  autobiographical,  but  was  put  into  its  literary  form 
by  John  Kilson,  an  emigrant  from  Pennsylvania  just  after  the  Revolutionary  War- 
Filson  was  a  school-teacher,  surveyor,  anrl  historian.  —  Bibliography  :  Winsor,  A'arra- 
tive  and  Critical  //is/oty;  VI,  708;    RtKJsevelt,  Winning  of  the  tVtst,  I,  ch.  vi. 

IT  was  on  the  first  of  May,  in  the  year  1769,  that  I  resigned  my 
domestic  happiness  for  a  time,  and  left  my  family  and  peaceable 
habitation  on  the  Yadkin  River,  in  North-Carolina,  to  wander  through 
the  wilderness  of  America,  in  quest  of  the  country  of  Kentucke,  in  com- 
pany with  John  Finley,  John  Stewart,  Joseph  Holden,  James  Monay, 
and  William  Cool.  We  proceeded  successfully,  and  after  a  long  and 
fatiguing  journey  through  a  mountainous  wilderness,  in  a  westward 
direction,  on  the  seventh  day  of  June  following,  we  found  ourselves  on 
Red-River,  where  John  Finley  had  for  merly  been  trading  with  the 
Indians,  and,  from  the  top  of  an  eminence,  saw  with  pleasure  the  beau- 
tiful level  of  Kentucke.  ...  In  this  forest,  the  habitation  of  beasts  of 
every  kind  natural  to  .Vmerica,  we  practised  hunting  with  great  success 
until  the  twenty-second  day  of  December  following. 

This  day  John  Stewart  and  I  had  a  pleasing  ramble,  but  fortune 
changed  the  scene  in  the  close  of  it.  .  .  .  In  the  decUne  of  the  day, 
near  Kentucke  river,  as  we  ascended  the  brow  of  a  small  hill,  a  number 
of  Indians  rushed  out  of  a  thick  cane-brake  upon  us,  and  made  us 
prisoners.  The  time  of  our  sorrow  was  now  arrived,  and  the  scene 
fully  opened.  The  Indians  plundered  us  of  what  we  had,  and  kept  us 
in  confinement  seven  days,  treating  us  with  common  savj^e  usage. 
During  this  time  we  discovered  no  uneasiness  or  desire  to  escape, 
which  made  them  less  suspicious  of  us ;  bot  in  the  dead  of  night,  as  we 
lay  in  a  thick  cane-brake  bv  a  large  fire,  when  sleep  had  locked  tip  their 
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•eme*,  my  titmion  not  disposing  me  for  teat,  I  tnocfied  mj  cxKBpankm 
Mil  $nAf  awoke  hiin.  We  improved  diis  fiuraucafaie  opfwrtanity,  and 
deftkedf  Icwriiif  them  to  take  their  rest»  and  specdSf  directed  our 
eovnc  Coiraids  oar  old  camp,  but  found  it  plundered,  and  the  company 
dispersed  and  gone  home,  .\bout  thts  time  my  brother.  Squire  Boon, 
villi  atiofher  advencnrer,  who  came  to  explore  the  comtry  shortly  after 
■s,  wm  irafidertng  through  the  forest,  determmed  to  find  me,  if  possible, 
«od  aceidencally  Ibood  our  camp.  .  .  . 

,  ,  .  We  were  then  in  a  dangeroas,  beipteas  situation,  exposed  daily 
CO  perils  and  rieath  amongst  savages  and  wiJd  beasts,  not  a  white  man  in 
Iht  country  but  oaraetves.  .  .  . 

We  ronfin«c<I  not  in  a  state  of  inriolencc,  but  hunted  every  day,  and 
prepared  a  liulc  cottage  to  defend  us  from  the  Winter  storms.  We 
rernsined  there  undiHiurljed  during  the  Winter ;  and  on  the  first  day  of 
Msy,  1770,  my  brother  returned  home  to  the  settlement  by  himself,  for 
A  new  ret  ruit  i>f  horHct  and  ammunition,  leaving  me  by  m)'self,  without 
bread,  sail  or  iiugjir,  without  company  of  my  fellow  creatures,  or  even  a 
horse  or  dug.  I  confess  I  never  before  was  under  greater  necessity  of 
txerr-Kitig  |)hilo«o|>hy  nn<i  furtilude.  .  .  . 

rhtif,  ihrtMi^h  an  uninterrupted  scene  of  sylvan  pleasures,  I  spent  the 
HitM  until  the  i7lh  day  of  July  following,  when  my  brother,  to  my  great 
Mikity,  met  me,  according  to  appointment,  at  our  old  caaEq>.  Shortly 
dftet^  #e  left  (his  place,  n^t  thinking  it  safe  to  stay  there  longer,  and 
pr  '       .        ■    rl.tnd  hv^r.  reconnoitring  that  part  of  the  coancrr 

un  <     .\\  %\\\\\g  names  to  the  different  watess. 

fioQiii  after,  I  retunte^l  home  to  my  fonuljr  srith  a  deti 
HHikg  tWem  ss  siMo  as  |>ossiMe  to  live  in  Keotucke,  which  1 
wtc^tiK  |M«iHli9ev  lit  tlie  risk  of  my  Ule  and  foftune. 

t  t^mtwd  nikfr  to  my  «M  lialiiialMA,  Mkd  fannd  a^- 
ciNMMistaYioes.    \  ^oM  my  lk»m  «M  lift  Virflali^  and  i4mi 
cdicnd  tw^  eatry  with  •s.;  aim  <cmi  iNt  tsm^^^Hh  v^  •■ 

ICeMttK^,  *i»  o^  ^  ith  ^v"  ^wtihes  mmit,  mtA  fans- 

foM»e^  r-  -  ''  -  -^-^  -  -~    ^-^^nhmtAHtsToX^ 

f^06^  ^•iiiiiiilglmeiMin^g  was  sons 

the  ?**ar  oi  ni^n*  <lOadi8B8, 

killed  six.  nTKi  woun«i  son  wits  one 

fell  in  the  action  ind  JvpcOsod 
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enemy,  yet  this  unhappy  affair  scattered  our  cattle,  brought  us  into 
extreme  difficulty,  and  so  discotiraged  the  whole  company,  that  we 
Retreated  forty  miles,  to  the  settlement  on  Clench  river.  .  .  , 

I  remained  with  my  family  on  Clench  until  the  sixth  of  June^  1 7  74, 
Srhen  I  and  one  Michael  Sloner  were  solicited  by  Governor  Dunmore, 
of  Virginia,  to  go  to  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio,  to  conduct  into  the  settle- 
ment a  number  of  surveyors  that  had  been  sent  thither  by  him  some 
months  before ;  this  country  Imving  about  this  time  drawn  the  attention 
of  many  adventurers.  We  immediately  complied  with  the  Governor's 
request,  and  conducted  in  the  surveyors,  com  pleating  a  tour  of  eight 
hundred  miles,  through  many  difficulties,  in  sixty-two  days. 

Soon  after  I  returned  home,  1  .  .  .  was  solicited  by  a  number  of 
North-Carolina  gentlemen,  that  were  about  purchasing  the  lands  lying 
on  the  S.  side  of  Kentucke  River,  from  the  Cherokee  Indians,  to  attend 
their  treaty  at  Wataga,  in  March,  1775,  to  negotiate  with  them,  and, 
mention  the  boundaries  of  the  purchase.  This  I  accepted,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  same  gentlemen,  undertook  to  mark  out  a  road  in 
the  best  passage  from  the  settlement  through  the  wilderness  to  Ken- 
tucke  .... 

I  soon  began  this  work,  having  collected  a  number  of  enterprising 
men,  well  armed.  We  proceeded  with  all  possible  expedition  until  we 
came  within  fifteen  miles  of  where  Boonsborough  now  stands,  and  where 
we  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  Indians  that  killed  two,  and  wounded 
two  of  our  number  ;  yet,  although  suqjrised  and  taken  at  a  disadvantage, 
we  stood  our  ground.  This  was  on  the  twentieth  of  March.  1775.  Three 
days  after,  we  were  fired  upon  again,  and  had  two  men  killed,  and  three 
wounded.  Afterwards  we  proceeded  on  to  Ken  tucke  river  without  oppo- 
sition ;  and  on  the  first  day  of  April  began  to  erect  the  fort  of  Boons- 
borough,  at  a  salt  lick,  about  sixty  yanls  from  the  river,  on  the  S.  side. 

On  the  fourth  day,  the  Indians  killed  one  of  our  men.  —  We  were 
busily  employed  in  building  this  fort,  until  the  fourteenth  day  of  June 
following,  without  any  farther  opposition  from  the  Indians ;  and  having 
liuished  the  works,  I  returned  to  my  family,  on  Clench. 

In  a  short  time,  I  proceeded  to  remove  my  family  from  Clench  to 
this  garrison  ;  where  we  arrived  safe  without  any  other  difficulties  than 
such  as  are  common  to  this  passage,  my  wife  and  daughter  being  the 
first  white  women  that  ever  stood  on  the  banks  of  Kentucke  river. 

John  Filson,  The  Discovery^  Settlement  and  present  State  of  Kent  take,  etc. 
(WMlminglon,  1784),  Appendix,  ^o -bo  passim. 
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135.    Cold  Water  on  an  Ohio  Colony  1 1770) 

BY    GOVERNOR   THE    EARL    OF    DUNMORE 

Dunmore  was  an  unpopular  governor,  and  at  the  Revolution  was  driven  omt  at  him 
colony.  —  On  the  proposihon  to  establish  a  new  "  back  colony."  see  Winsor,  Akrwflkar 
«!»«/  Critical  HiUary,  V,  570-574;    Franklin,  Works  (Sparks's  ed.).  V,  l-to. 

I  HAVE  made  it  my  business  to  enquire  and  find  out  the  opiniaii 
of  the  people  here»  on  the  scheme  in  agiution  of  cstahlwhing  a  Col- 
ony on  the  Ohio ;  I  find,  all  who  have  any  knowledge  of  sadi  afeiis 
CflOCSTr  in  condemning  the  project ;  they  allcdge  aiBong  a  ▼sriety  of 
iCMOHk  tiut  a  Colony,  at  such  an  iimnense  distaBoe  6oai  the  seeded 
pHli  of  America  and  from  the  Ocean,  can  neither  beneit  citfMr  those 
MQkd  ports  or  the  mother  Country ;  that  they  oiast  become  nae^ 
Jiely  a  lost  people  to  both,  &  all  connnmiiratioa  of  a  i 
ipilh  then*  be  a  vain  attempt,  from  die  diikufcy  a 
tef  the  Tiaasport  of  oooMOodities  to  them*  which  «i 
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not  to  suffer  this  scheme  to  have  effect,  at  least,  until  your  Lord*  shall 
have,  from  the  most  substantial  and  clear  proofs,  be  [en]  made  thoroughly 
sensible  of  its  tflility. 

E.  B.  0*CalIaghan,  editor,  Documents  rekUive  to  the  Colonial  History  of  tht 
State  of  New-York  (Albany,  1857),  VIII,  253. 


136.    The  Settlement  of  the  Western  Country 

( 1 772-1 774) 

BY   REVEREND  /OSEPH    DODDRIDGE  (1824) 

Doddridge  grew  up  in  the  pioneer  setllements  which  he  describes.  He  was  tn 
itinerant  Methotlist  preacher,  becoming  later  an  Episcopalian  minister  and  physiciin. 
—  Bibliography:  RiwjsevcU,  IVinning  of  the  IVes/,  I -II;  Winsor,  Narrative  and 
Critical  History,  V,  580-584. 

"^  I  "HE  Settlements  on  this  side  of  the  mountains  commenced  along 
X  the  Monongahela,  and  between  that  river  and  the  Laurel  Ridge, 
in  the  year  1772.  In  the  succeeding  year  they  reached  the  Ohio  river. 
The  greater  number  of  the  first  settlers  came  from  the  upper  parts  of 
the  then  colonies  of  Maryland,  and  Virginia*  Braddock's  trail,  as  it  was 
called,  was  the  rout  by  which  the  greater  number  of  them  crossed  the 
mountains,  A  less  number  of  them  came  by  the  way  of  Bedford  and 
Fort  Ligonier,  the  militar)'  road  from  Pennsylvania  to  Pittsburgh.  They 
effected  their  reiiiovals  on  horses  furnished  with  pack-saddles.  This  was 
the  more  easily  done,  as  but  few  of  these  early  adventurers  into  the 
wilderness  were  encumbered  with  much  baggage. 

Land  was  the  object  which  invited  the  greater  number  of  these  people 
to  cross  the  mountain,  for  as  the  saying  then  was,  "  It  was  to  be  had 
here  for  taking  up  ; "  that  is,  building  a  cabin  and  raising  a  crop  of 
grain,  however  small,  of  any  kind,  entitled  the  occupant  to  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  a  preemption  right  to  one  thousand  acres  more  ad- 
joining, to  be  secured  by  a  land  office  warrant.  This  right  was  to  take 
effect  if  there  happened  to  be  so  much  vacant  land  or  any  part  thereof, 
adjoining  the  tract  secured  by  the  settlement  right. 

At  an  early  period,  the  government  of  Virginia  appointed  three  com- 
missioners to  give  certificates  of  settlement  rights.  These  certificates 
together  with  the  surveyor's  plat  were  sent  to  the  land  office  of  the 
state,  where  they  laid  six  months,  to  await  any  caveat  which  might  be 
offered.     If  none  was  offered  the  patent  then  issued. 
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flierc  VM  at  m  taiij  period  of  our  sctdtmems  an  inferior  kind  of 
bad  title  dnmniwNcd  a  ^  loottkawk  right,"  viucfa  was  made  by  dead- 
cntog  a  few  trccf  oear  the  bead  of  a  ififfiog,  and  marking  the  bark  of 
toaie  one,  or  more  of  tbero  with  the  initials  of  the  name  of  the  person 
who  nufle  the  improvement,  I  remember  having  seen  a  number  of 
tho!»e  ••  tomahawk  righl»,"  when  a  boy.  For  a  long  time  many  of  them 
Ijore  the  ntmc*  of  iho«e  who  made  them.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  the 
effic  ary  of  ihc  tomahawk  improvement,  or  whether  it  conferred  any  right 
whatever,  iinlea*  followeil  by  an  actual  settlement.  These  rights  however 
were  often  Uonghl  and  sold.  Those  who  wished  to  make  settlements 
on  llicir  faviinlc  lrat!i^  of  land,  bought  up  the  tomahawk  improvements, 
r.iduT  iluin  vuU'r  mhj  nu.irrels  with  those  who  had  made  them.  Other 
imi>r«>vrrs  of  ilie  I.ukI  with  a  view  to  actual  settlement,  and  who  hap- 
pened to  be  stout  veteran  fellows,  took  a  very  different  course  from 
that  of  ptirchasiiig  the  "tomahawk  rigths  [rights]."  When  annoyed 
hy  the  claiiiu»t)i  under  those  rights,  they  deliberately  cut  a  few  good 
hin  orit'H.  and  ^.tve  them  what  was  called  in  those  days  "  a  laced  jacket," 
that  is  a  sonuil  whipping. 

Sonw  of  the  c.uly  settlers  took  the  precaution  to  come  over  the  moim- 
tains  m  the  spring,  leaving  their  families  behin<l  to  raise  a  crop  of  com, 
and  then  return  and  bring  them  out  in  the  fall.  This  1  shoul<l  think 
was  the  txi-iier  wiv.  Others,  especially  those  whose  families  were  small^ 
brought  iheui  with  them  in  the  spring.  My  tither  took  the  latter  course. 
His  family  was  hut  small  and  he  brought  them  all  with  him.  The  indian 
meal  which  he  brought  over  the  mountain  was  expended  sijt  weeks  too 
soon,  so  that  for  that  length  of  time  we  had  to  live  without  bread.  The 
lean  venison  arul  the  breast  of  the  wild  turkies,  we  were  taught  to  call 
bread.  The  rlcsh  of  the  bear  was  Jenommated  mcaL  This  artifice 
did  not  succeed  very  well,  alter  living  in  thta  w^  for  some  time  we 
became  sickly*  the  stomach  seemed  to  be  alw^ia empty,  and  tormenteii 
with  a  sense  of  hunger.  1  remember  how  narrowly  the  children  watched 
the  growth  of  the  potutoe  tops,  pumpkin  and  squash  vines*  hoping  from 
^y  to  liav.  to  get  something  tu  answer  in  the  place  of  bread.  How 
dv  -  the  t,-»ste  of ;  lem !    What 

a  I  ^  icn  wc  were  pt  ,  for  roasting 

ttUrSi.    StiU  more  so  when  tt  had  ac<.|utred  sutricieat  hanlness  to  be  made 


into  johnuv      :  - 
vigorous  All 
My  fiMhcr  with 


-  the  ai<i  of  a  tm  grater.     VVe  then  became  beaitfay, 

<l  with  our  situation,  poor  as  tt  was. 
»maU  uumb«r  of  his  oeigabovm  made  their  settlft^ 
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ments  in  the  spring  of  1  773.  Tho'  they  were  in  a  poor  and  destitute 
situation,  they  never iheless  lived  in  peace  ;  but  their  tranquility  was  not 
of  long  continuance.  Those  most  attrocious  murders  of  the  jieaceable 
inoffensive  Imiians  at  Captina  and  V'ellow  creek,  brought  on  the  war  of 
Lord  Dunmore  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1774.  Our  little  settlement 
then  broke  up.  The  women  and  children  were  removed  to  Morris'  fort 
in  Sandy  creek  glade  some  distance  to  the  east  of  Union  town.  The 
Fort  consisted  of  an  assemblage  on  [of]  small  hovels,  situated  on  the 
margin  of  a  large  and  noxious  marsli,  the  effluvia  of  which  gave  the  most 
of  the  women  and  children  the  fever  and  ague.  The  men  were  com- 
pelled by  net:essity  to  return  home,  and  risk  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife  of  the  Indians,  in  raising  corn  to  keep  their  families  from  starva- 
tion, the  succeeding  winter.  Those  suJTerings,  dangers,  and  losses  were 
the  tribute  we  had  to  pay  to  that  thirst  for  blood,  which  actuated  those 
veteran  murderers  who  brought  the  war  upon  us  !  The  memory  of  the 
sufferers  in  this  war  as  well  as  that  of  their  descendants  Still  looks  back 
upon  them  with  regret,  and  abhorrence,  and  the  page  of  history  will 
consign  their  names  to  posterity,  with  the  full  weight  of  infamy  they 
deserve.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  our  early  land  laws  .  .  .  allowed  four  hvmdred  acres,  and  no 
more,  to  a  settlement  right.  Many  of  our  first  setders  seemed  to  re- 
gard this  amount  of  the  surface  of  the  earth,  as  the  allotment  of  divine 
providence  for  one  family,  and  believed  that  any  attempt  to  get  more 
would  be  sinful.  Most  of  them,  therefore  contented  themselves  with 
that  amount ;  although  they  might  have  evaded  the  law,  which  allowed 
but  one  settlement  right  to  any  one  individual,  by  taking  out  the  title 
papers  in  the  names  of  others,  to  l)e  afterwards  transferred  to  them,  as 
if  by  purchase.  Some  few  indeed  pursued  this  practice  ;  but  it  was  held 
in  de[le] station. 

.My  father^  like  many  others,  believed,  that  having  secured  his  legal 
allotment,  the  rest  of  the  country  belonged  of  right,  to  those  who  choose 
to  settle  in  it.  There  was  a  piece  of  vacant  land  adjoining  his  tract 
amounting  to  about  two  hundred  acres.  To  this  tract  of  land  he  had 
the  preemption  right,  and  accordingly  secured  it  by  warrant ;  but  his 
conscience  would  not  permit  him  to  retain  it  in  his  family,  he  therefore 
gave  it  to  an  apprentice  lad  whom  he  had  raised  in  his  house.  This 
lad  sold  it  to  an  uncle  of  mine  for  a  cow  and  calf,  and  a  wool  hat. 

Owing  to  the  equal  distribution  of  real  property  directed  by  our  land 
laws,  and  the  sleriing  integrity  of  our  forefathers,  in  their  observance  of 
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them,  wc  have  no  districts  of  "  sold  land  "  as  it  is  called,  that  is  large 
tracts  of  land  in  the  hands  of  individuals,  or  companies  who  neither  sell 
nor  improve  them,  as  is  the  case  in  I>ower  Canada,  and  the  north-western 
part  of  Pennsylvania.    These  unsettled  tracts  make  huge  blanks  in  the 

ptjpiilalion  of  the  country  where  they  exist. 

The  division  lines  between  those  whose  lands  adjoined,  were  generally 
made  in  an  amicable  manner,  before  any  survey  of  them  was  made,  by 
the  parties  concerned.  In  doing  this  they  were  guided  mainly  by  the 
tops  of  ridges  and  water  courses,  but  particularly  the  former.  Hence 
the  greater  number  of  farms  in  the  western  parts  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Virginia  bear  a  striking  resemblance  to  an  amphitheatre.  The  build- 
ings occupy  a  low  situation  and  the  tops  of  the  surrounding  hills  are  the 
boundaries  of  the  tract  to  which  the  family  mansion  belongs. 

Our  forefathers  were  fond  of  farms  of  this  descripiian,  because,  as 
they  said,  they  are  attended  with  this  convenience  **  that  every  thing 
comes  to  the  house  down  hill."  In  the  hilly  parts  of  the  state  of  Ohio, 
the  land  having  been  laid  off  in  an  arbitrary  manner,  by  straight  parellel 
lines,  without  regard  to  hill  or  date,  the  farms  present  a  different  aspect 
from  those  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  opposite.  There  the  buildings 
as  frequently  occupy  the  tops  of  the  hills,  as  any  other  situation. 

Our  people  had  become  so  accustomed  to  the  mode  of  **  getting  land 
for  taking  it  nj),"  that  for  a  long  time  it  was  generally  believed,  that  the 
land  on  the  west  side  of  the  Ohio  would  ultimately  be  disposed  of  in 
that  way.  Hence  almost  the  whole  tract  of  country  between  the  Ohio 
ancl  Muskingum  w.iis  parcelled  out  in  tomahawk  improvements ;  but 
these  latter  improvers  did  not  content  themselves  with  a  single  four 
hundred  acre  tract  a  piece.  .Many  of  them  owned  a  great  number 
of  tracts  of  the  best  land,  and  thus,  in  imagination,  were  as  "  Wealthy 
as  a  South  sea  <lrcam."  Many  of  the  land  jobbers  of  this  class  did  not 
content  themselves  with  marking  the  trees,  at  the  usual  height,  with  the 
initials  of  ilicir  names  ;  but  climbetl  up  the  large  beech  trees,  and  cut 
the  letters  in  their  bark,  from  twenty  to  forty  feet  from  the  ground.  To 
enable  them  to  identify  those  trees,  at  a  future  period,  they  made  marks 
on  other  trees  around  them  as  references. 

Most  of  the  early  settlers  considered  their  land  as  of  little  value,  from 
an  apprehension  that  after  a  few  years  cultivation  it  would  lose  its  fer- 
tility, at  least  for  a  long  time.  I  have  often  heard  them  say  that  such  a 
field  would  bear  so  many  crops  and  another  so  many,  more  or  less  than 
llv.it.     The  ground  of  this  belief  concerning  the  short  lived  fertility  of 
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the  land  in  this  country,  was  the  poverty  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
land  in  the  lower  parts  of  Maryland  and  Virginia,  which  after  producing 
a  few  crops,  became  unfit  for  use  and  was  thrown  out  into  commons. 

In  thetr  unfavorable  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  soil  of  our  country, 
our  forefathers  were  utterly  mistaken.  The  native  weeds  were  scarcely 
destroyed,  before  the  white  clover,  and  different  kinds  of  grass  made 
their  appearance, —These  soon  covered  the  ground,  so  as  to  afford 
pasture  for  the  cattle,  by  the  time  the  wood  range  was  eaten  out,  as  well 
as  protect  the  soil  from  being  washed  away  by  drenching  rains,  so  often 
injurious  in  hilly  countries.  -  .  . 

The  furniture  for  the  table,  for  several  years  after  the  settlement  of  this 
country,  consisted  of  a  few  pewter  dishes,  plates,  and  spoons  ;  but  mostly 
of  wooden  bowls,  trenchers  and  noggins.  If  these  last  were  scarce,  gourds 
and  hard  shelled  squashes  made  up  the  deficiency. 

The  iron  pots,  knives,  and  forks  were  brought  from  the  east  side  of  the 
mountains  along  with  the  salt,  and  iron  on  pack  horses. 

These  articles  of  furniture,  corresponded  very  well  with  the  articles 
of  diet,  on  which  they  were  employed.  *'  Hog  and  hominy  "  were  pro- 
verbial for  the  dish  of  which  they  were  the  component  parts,  Jonny 
cake  and  pone  were  at  the  outset  of  the  settlements  of  the  country,  the 
only  forms  of  bread  in  use  for  breakfast  and  dinner.  At  supper,  milk 
and  mush  were  the  standard  dish.  When  milk  was  not  plenty,  which 
was  often  the  case,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  cattle,  or  the  want  of  proper 
pasture  for  thera,  the  substantial  dish  of  hominy  had  to  supply  the  place 
of  them ;  mush  was  frequently  eaten  with  eweelcned  water,  molasses, 
bears  oil,  or  the  gravey  of  fried  meat.  .  .  . 

The  introduction  of  delft  ware  was  considered  by  many  of  the  back- 
woods people  as  a  culpable  innovation.  It  waus  too  easily  broken,  and 
the  plates  of  that  ware  dulled  their  scalping  and  clasp  knives ,  tea  ware 
was  too  small  for  men  ;  they  might  do  for  women  and  children.  Tea 
and  coffee  were  only  slops,  which  in  the  adage  of  llic  day  •*  did  not 
stick  by  the  ribs."  The  idea  was  tiiat  they  were  <fehigni*d  only  iot 
people  of  quality,  who  do  not  laljor,  or  the  sick-  A  genuine  bat  k woods- 
man would  have  thought  himself  disgraced  by  showing  a  fon'Iness  for 
those  slops.  Indeed,  many  of  thera  have  to  lhi»  day,  very  little  respect 
for  them. 

Jos[cph]  Doddridge.  UoUs,  on  the  Settleme*it  and  Indian  Wars,  ^ ^^*  Wtit- 
em  Parts  of  i^irginia  fir*  FennsylvaHia  ( WelUbuigli,  Virginia,  I M4),  99-i  12 
passim. 
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tl".    How  the  Frontiers  w^crc  SetriSed  (  17^01 

y'Tummi'ilwt  «Wi  ine  .if'  the  Fici»ii:&  Jlfitiscs  vfiu  aenet  m  Jmeraa.  uabec  RjKsaam- 
!MnMi,    tni(  '.11K  aea\'«bh.  nutbr  turn^  ±e  wacft  C74k>-c^;;i£.  {xs«  is  die  iiiiiii  ■iiiii  ic 

Mf  Af   (f'rJt  ZZ.   CJlonnuuf  jnti  Rjrc.  .^sbol  |  05a.. 

W  *'H!niX  U  «]».  uisiiiticiui  ^sa  ae  ^nsac  ^iniiss  >:ir  Xhud*.  whiia: 
\\  isnrMm  dUbt  ^muuatS  v^ass  m  jeaifimnr  xxe  ^artix.  TtaTinaiiif.,  £ 
Sttw  icvi'ttttfiif^  «KdL  /'Hrnu*mtfi  jti  a  *fHnrra<r  ssj  -fxiJiat  wiiK^  2  sat  imsx 
<(MiArai;jur.ii^.  ixsyt  aw  inffln?n^  .Biui!  r%i\t&i*.f,  idx  cunaBxar  ib»  ^*ia» 
liir  «K.^jrt  .;/}  M  -nnigit  nimi,  «^  doi  "Oat  s$atct  i£  t.  year  iuic  cm  dom: 
jtrtt^smi  ir;tfnim  sjS  w^uu^  joifii  ^iiacl  iniib  iumwilf  ji  iiuint  Hi  :nff  nuddk  m 
jf  jmcTf  re:uujMM«  ttsrrtiar^-  ht  iutc!  jOreadi*  f:'tffHTfn  I  seku  iar  ihc  jtzsi 
tine.,  wtiuc  3  tui!«t  luxu^t  oiMavad  n  hixudmi  xunci- ;  for.  ic  -mci,  -wfaai- 
iwi!r  tiifiuiraiiiH.  1  iawt  ciimiied,  »iuaevcr  ioress  3  iiavt  Traversed. 
^l»tttfVi*T  })v^-^mutf.  3  iujvt  iuUiwed,  3  iaavt  Tipver  TrE^'died  thret  mus^ 
4vitiutir  uimnityL'  wnL  &  iie»  «;ntftm«ia.  citber  bexrnmmi:  it.  lafct  farm, 
tn  iilrtMti\  III  nihivutuju.  Ttit  liAiown^  k  ibt  maimer  of  proccedm^  in 
titftitf  mi;m>vf;tiu!iiu„  tff  tit*«  w!ttlenieim».  Asy  mac  whL>  v.  able  u^  pro- 
t\urt  I  fut|Utai  tif  iivt  (ir  uti.  hundred  hvrcb  df  om*  money,  or  atiom  twenty- 
ivft  )umtuk  4Cteritiig,  and  who  hat.  Axength  and  inclmatiori  xt>  work,  ma\' 
|u/  mU'  titr  wciftdfi  and  j)urf:haiie  a  portion  of  ont  hmidred  and  fifn  or 
tw/;  hiitidrr.d  ar:reh  of  land,  wincij  «elidam  cqs&>  him  more  than  a  dollar  or 
imiT  ^tiiliiii^H.  and  {ii>.'}««nc-^  an  acre,  a  small  pan  of  which  only  he  jays 
m  math  mniifv.  Tltere  her  conducft  a  cow,  «nme  pigs,  or  a  full  sow. 
and  twr;  mdifterent  hriTHe*.  which  do  nm  cost  him  more  than  four  ^ineas 
car!h  '1  o  thrMt  prf-cautifiiK'  he  addfe  that  of  having  a  provision  of  flour 
and  cych'T.  J'rovidrd  with  thtb  first  capital,  ht  begim^  hy  telling  all  the 
ntnallttT  trf.fts,  and  winu-  istrong  branches*  of  the  large  oncj* :  these  he 
miikri.  itHf  rif  as  fences  to  the  first  field  he  wwhes  ic>  clear  ;  he  next 
boldiv  iittark*-  those  immense  oatb,  or  pinei*.  which  one  would  take  for 
thf  aur:u>nt  lords  of  the  territory  he  is  usurping  :  he  stri}>s  tliem  of  their 
iMrk,  01  iuv-.  them  open  all  round  with  hih  axe.  These  trees  mortally 
Wf»u!ulfd.  nre  thi  m»xt  spring  rnbbcd  of  their  honors  ;  their  leaves  no 
IfnigKT  spnn^.  ttuMr  branrhes  lali.  and  their  trunk  becomes  a  hideous 
Hkehaon.  'Hits  trunk  still  5cem^  to  brave  the  efforts  of  the  new  colo- 
tiKt      but  where   there  are   the  smallest   chiirics  or  crevices,  it  is  sur- 
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rounded  by  fire,  and  the  flames  consurae  what  the  iron  was  unable  to 
destroy.  But  it  is  enough  for  the  small  trees  to  be  felled,  and  the  great 
ones  to  lose  their  sap.  This  object  com  pleated,  the  ground  is  cleared  ; 
the  air  and  the  sun  begin  to  operate  upon  that  earth  which  is  wholly 
formed  of  rotten  vegetables,  and  teems  with  the  latent  principles  of  ^ 
production.  The  grass  grows  rapidly;  there  is  pasturage  for  the  cattle 
the  very  first  year;  after  which  they  are  left  to  increase,  or  fresh  ones 
are  brought,  and  they  are  employed  in  tilling  a  piece  of  ground  which 
yields  the  enormous  increase  of  twenty  or  thirty  fold.  The  next  year 
the  same  course  is  repeated  ;  when,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  the  planter 
has  wherewithal  to  subsist,  and  even  to  send  some  articles  to  market  r  at 
the  end  of  four  or  five  years,  he  completes  the  payment  of  his  land,  and 
finds  himself  a  comfortable  planter.  Then  his  dwelling,  which  at  first 
was  no  better  than  a  large  hut  formed  by  a  square  of  the  trunks  of 
trees,  placed  one  upon  another,  with  the  intervals  filled  by  mud^  changes 
into  a  handsome  wooden  house,  where  he  contrives  more  convenient, 
and  certainly  much  cleaner  apartments  than  those  in  the  greatest  part 
of  our  small  towns.  This  ss  the  work  of  three  weeks  or  a  month.  His 
first  habitation,  that  of  eight  and  forty  hours.  I  shall  be  asked,  perhaps^ 
how  one  man,  or  one  family  can  be  so  quickly  lodged?  I  answer,  that 
in  America  a  man  is  never  alone,  never  an  isolated  being.  The  neigh- 
bours, for  they  are  every  where  to  be  found,  make  it  a  point  of  hospi- 
tality to  aid  the  new  farmer.  A  cask  of  cyder  drank  in  common,  and 
with  gaiety,  or  a  gallon  of  rum,  are  the  only  recom pence  for  these  ser- 
vices. Such  are  the  means  by  which  North  America,  which  one  hundred 
years  ago  was  nothing  but  a  vast  forest,  is  peopled  with  three  millions  of 
inhabitants  ;  and  such  is  the  immense,  and  certain  benefit  of  agriculture, 
that  notwithstanding  the  war,  it  not  only  maintains  itself  where-ever  it  has 
been  established,  but  it  extends  to  places  which  seems  the  least  favour- 
able  to  its  introduction.  Four  years  ago  one  might  have  travelled  ten 
miles  in  the  woods  I  traversed,  without  seeing  a  single  habitation. 

Marquis  [F"ranQois  Jean]  de  Chastellux,  Trm^els  in  North-America^  in  tfu 
Years  1780^  ijSi,  ami  1-782  (London,  1787J,  i,  44-48. 
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tlUIMKk  XXin  — THE  STAMP  ACT  CON- 
TROVERSY 

HH,    A  ColonUt*8  Defence  of  Taxation  (1765) 

MV   MAKTtN   HOWARD 

Hu«4»it  %4«  4H  »HiiH»Hl  HtiMtv  tnUml  Uwycr  and  poUticiaii,  and  hmi  been  a 
4»Wig4U  nw<M«  |lttw4i»  UUh4  Ik»  lh«  AUmitjr  cruayrvs.  Fur  the  pttbUcadoa  of  thk 
iMtwi  4Utl  viiMtUi.  .i>4twi,  hhl)w»  th»  Htii«i«  uf  "  A  itcatleowB  of  HaJi&x,**  Howanfs  house 
«i  N«*t.M*.i  t»4«  *»i«vlktfU,   IK  *y|»  b«  (M  tu  ^inyUnd.  — Bibliugnqpiir:  Tyler,  Lii^- 

^'.\%H\\  m»«»n  U.  mv  Friend,  a  people  like  the  Efrg&sk^ 
<4i'Hv«*l  to  th#  hi^Ke^t  pitih  o4:  ^k>nf  and  poirer^  the  emry 
4iiii  .tt.4iujHiUoH  «^i-  ^uMvawdm^  'jJUveSv  who  bwW  the  baJanee  of  Emrvfe 
111  tbuir-  l>.4ud!».  \ik\X  ^v«4l  ia  4^ti  4ttd  >ttt»»  e*«rv  period  of  ancient  or 
iiluUuHi  iLviv  :  .1  tiiU-iou  wl)o^  tui*  tbutt^  t£td^ce  and  :$a£ety  of  ^jmrrLia 
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rights  than  are  therein  expressly  granted  to  them.  I  fancy  when  we 
speak,  or  think  of  the  rights  of  free-born  Englishmen^  we  confound 
those  rights  which  are  personal,  with  those  which  are  political :  There 
is  a  distinction  between  these,  which  ought  always  to  be  kept  in  view. 

Our  personal  rights,  comprehending  those  of  life,  liberty  and  estate, 
are  secureil  to  us  by  the  common  law,  which  is  every  subject's  birthright, 
whether  bom  in  Greaf-Bniain^  on  the  ocean,  or  in  the  colonies  ;  and  it 
is  in  this  sense  we  are  said  to  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges  of 
Englishmen.  The  poUtical  rights  of  the  colonies,  or  the  powers  of 
government  communicated  to  them,  are  more  limited,  and  their  nature, 
quality  and  extent  depend  altogether  upon  the  patent  or  charter  which 
first  created  and  instituted  them.  As  individuals,  the  colonists  partici- 
pate of  every  blessing  the  English  constitution  can  give  them  :  As  cor* 
porations  created  by  the  crown,  they  are  confined  within  the  primitive 
views  of  their  institution.  Whether  therefore  their  indulgence  is  scanty 
or  liberal,  can  be  no  cause  of  complaint ;  for  when  they  accepted  of  their 
charters,  they  tacitly  submitted  to  the  terms  and  conditions  of  them. 

The  colonies  have  no  rights  independant  of  their  charters,  they  can 
claim  no  greater  than  those  give  them,  by  those  the  parliamentary  juris- 
diction over  them  is  not  taken  away,  neither  could  any  grant  of  the  king 
abridge  ihdX  jurisdiction,  because  it  is  founded  upon  common  law,  as  I 
shall  presently  shew,  and  was  prior  to  any  charter  or  grant  to  the  colonies  : 
Every  Englishman,  therefore,  is  subject  to  this  jurisdiction,  and  it  follows 
him  wherever  he  goes.  It  is  of  the  essence  of  government,  that  there 
should  be  a  supreme  head,  and  it  would  be  a  solecism  in  politicks  to 
talk  of  members  independant  of  it.  .  .  , 

I  am  aware  that  the  foregoing  reasoning  will  be  opposed  by  the 
maxim,  "That  no  Englishman  can  be  taxed  but  by  his  own  consent,  or 
by  representatives." 

It  is  this  dry  maxim,  taken  in  a  literal  sense,  and  ill  understood,  that, 
hke  the  song  of  Lillihifllem,  has  made  all  the  mischief  in  the  colonies  : 
And  upon  this,  the  partisans  of  the  colonies  rights  chiefly  rest  their  cause. 
I  don't  despair,  however,  of  convincing  you,  that  this  maxim  affords  but 
little  support  to  their  argument,  when  rightly  examined  and  explained. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  house  of  commons,  and  may  be  considered 
as  a  law  of  parliament,  that  they  are  the  representatives  of  every  British 
subject,  wheresoever  he  be.  In  this  view  of  the  matter  then,  the  afore- 
going maxim  is  fully  vindicated  in  practice,  and  the  whole  benefit  of  it, 
in  substance  and  effect,  extended  and  applied  to  the  colonies.     Indeed 
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the  maxim  must  be  considered  in  this  latitude,  for  in  a  literal  sense  or 
construction  it  ever  was,  and  ever  will  be,  impracticable.  Let  me  ask,  is 
the  isle  of  Man,  Jersey,  or  Guernsey,  represented?  What  is  the  value 
or  amount  of  each  man's  representation  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland^ 
which  contains  near  two  millions  of  people,  and  yet  not  more  than  three 
thotisand  have  votes  in  the  election  of  members  of  parliament  ?  But  to 
shew  still  further,  that,  in  fact  and  reality,  this  right  of  representation  is 
not  of  that  t'onst-quence  it  is  generally  thought  to  be,  let  us  take  into 
jthc  argument  the  moneyed  interest  of  Britain,  which,  though  immensely 
great,  has  no  share  in  this  representation  ;  a  worthless  freeholder  of  forty* 
shillings  per  annum  can  vote  for  a  member  of  parliament,  whereas  a 
merchant,  tho'  worth  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  if  it  con- 
sist only  in  personal  effects,  has  no  vote  at  all :  But  yet  let  no  one 
supiM]»se  that  the  interest  of  the  latter  is  not  equally  the  object  of  par- 
liamentary attention  with  the  former.  .  .  . 

'ITic  jurisdiction  of  parliament  being  established,  it  will  follow,  that 
this  jurisdiction  cannot  be  apportioned ;  it  is  transcendant  and  entire, 
and  may  levy  internal  taxes  as  well  as  regulate  trade  ;  there  is  no  essen- 
■  tial  difference  in  the  rights :  A  sLimp  duty  is  confessedly  the  most  rea- 
'■onablc  and  equitable  that  can  be  devised,  yet  very  far  am  I  from  desiring 
to  sec  it  establisheil  among  us,  but  I  fear  the  shaft  is  sped,  and  it  is  now 
too  laic  to  prcvtrnt  the  blow.  .  .  . 

Kniarging  the  power  of  the  court  of  admiralty,  is  much  complain'd  of  by 

I  the  hontmrable  author.    I  shall  open  my  mind  to  you  freely  on  this  head. 

It  IS  notorious,  that  smuggling,  which  an  eminent  writer  calls  a  crime 

ag.iinst  the  law  of  nature,  had  well  nigh  l>ecome  established  in  some  of 

the  colonics.     Acts  of  parliament  had  been  uniformly  dispensed  with 

by  those  whose  duty  it  was  to  execute  them  ;  corruption,  raised  upon 

the  ruins  of  duty  and  virtue,  had  almost  grown  into  a  system  ;  courts 

fttlmiralty,  confined  within  small  territorial  jurisdictions,  became  subject! 

to  mcrcantilr  influence  ;  and  the  king's  revenue  shamefully  sacrificed  tal 

the  venality  and  perftdiousness  of  courts  and  officers.  —  If,  my  friend^ 

customs  are  due  to  the  crown  ;  if  illicit  commerce  is  to .  be  put  an  end 

'  to,  as  ruinous  to  the  welfare  of  the  nation  :  —  If,  by  reason  of  the  inter- 

f  ffiied  views  of  trailers,  and  the  connivance  of  courts  and  custom-house 

[officers,  these  ends  could  not  be  compassed  or  obtained  in  the  common 

and  ordinary  way  ;  tell  me,  what  could  the  government  do,  but  to  apply 

a  remedy  desperate  as  the  disease :  There  is,  I  own,  a  severity  in  the 

method  of  prosecution,  in  the  new  established  court  of  admiralty,  under 
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Doctor  SPRY,  here  ;  but  it  is  a  severity  we  have  brought  upon  ourselves. 
When  every  mild  expedient,  to  stop  the  atrocious  and  infamous  practice 
of  smuggling,  has  been  iry'd  in  vain,  the  government  is  justifiable  in 
making  laws  against  it,  even  like  those  of  Draco,  which  were  written  in 
blood.  .  .  . 

Believe  me,  my  Friend,  it  gives  me  great  pain  to  see  so  much  ingrati- 
tude in  the  colonies  to  the  mother  country,  whose  arms  and  money  so 
lately  rescued  them  from  a  Frtnch  government,  I  have  been  told,  that 
some  have  gone  so  far  as  to  say,  that  they  would,  as  things  are,  prefer 
such  a  government  to  an  Engliih  one.  —  Heaven  knows  I  have  but  tittle 
mahce  in  ray  heart,  yet,  for  a  moment,  I  ardently  wish  that  these  spurious, 
unworthy  sons  of  Britain  could  feel  the  iron  rod  of  a  Spanish  inquisitor, 
or  a  French  farmer  of  the  revenue ;  it  would  indeed  be  a  punishment 
suited  to  their  ingratitude.  .  .  . 

...  I  am  very  sure  the  loyalty  of  the  colonies  has  ever  been  irre- 
proachable ;  but  from  the  pride  of  some,  and  the  ignorance  of  others, 
the  cry  against  mother  country  has  spread  from  colony  to  colony ;  and 
it  is  to  be  feared,  that  prejudices  and  resentments  are  kindled  among 
them  which  it  will  be  difficult  ever,  thoroughly,  to  sooth  or  extinguish. 
It  may  become  necessary  for  the  supreme  legislature  of  the  nation  to  ^ 
frame  some  cock,  and  therein  adjust  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  with  I 
precision  and  certainty,  otherwise  Great- Britain  will  always  be  teazed 
with  new  claims  about  liberty  and  privileges. 

A  Letter  from  a  Gentleman  at  Halifax^  to  his  Friend  in  Rhode- Island^  con- 
taining Remarks  upon  a  Pamphlety  entitled.  The  Rights  of  Colonies  Zuraw- 
I'w^f/ (Newport,  1765),  ^-22  passim. 
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BV    JOSIAH    QUINCV,    JR. 


QuJncy  was  a  young  Buslon  lawyer  when  the  troubles  with  England  became 
manifest.  He  was  sent  to  England  to  stale  the  wrongs  of  America  to  sympathetic 
statesmen;  and  had  an  interview  with  Lord  North.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor,  A«7rr«i- 
iive  and  Crituai  History,  VI,  72-73  ;  Tyler,  Literary  History  0/  the  Kevalution,  I, 
271-273;    liosnier,  Thomas  Hulchinson :  Channing  and  Hart,  Gtitde,  §  134. 

AUG.  27,  1765. — There  cannot,  perhaps,  be  found  in  the  records 
of  time  a  more  flagrant  instance  to  what  a  pitch  of  infatitalion  an 
incensed  populace  may  arise  than  the  last  night  afforded-  The  destruc- 
tions, demolitions,  and  ruins  caused  by  the  rage  of  the  Colonies  in  gen- 


I 


I 


^tamp  Act  Controversy 


eral  —  perhaps  too  justly  inlUmed  —  at  that  singular  and  erer-memorable 
statute  called  the  Stamp  Act,  will  make  the  present  year  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  eras  in  the  annals  of  North  America.  And  that  peculiar 
inflammation,  which  fired  the  breasts  of  the  people  of  New  England  in 
particular,  will  always  distinguish  them  as  the  warroest  lovers  of  liberty  ; 
though  undoubtedly,  in  the  fury  of  revenge  against  those  who  they  thought 
had  disclaimed  the  name  of  sons,  for  that  of  ensbtrers  and  oppressive  tax- 
masters  of  their  native  country,  they  committed  acts  totally  unjustifiable. 
The  populace  of  Boston,  about  a  week  since,  had  given  a  very  notable 
instance  of  their  detestation  of  the  above  unconstitutional  Act,  and  had 
sufficiently  shown  in  what  light  they  \-iewed  the  man  who  would  under- 
take to  be  the  stamp  distributor.  But,  not  content  with  this,  the  last 
night  they  again  assembled  in  King's  Street ;  where,  after  having  kindled 
a  fire,  they  proceeded,  in  two  separate  bodies,  to  attack  the  houses  of 
two  gentlemen  of  distinction,  who,  it  had  been  suggested,  were  acces- 
sories to  the  present  burthens ;  and  did  great  damage  in  destroying 
their  houses,  furniture,  &c.,  and  irreparable  damage  in  destroying  their 
papers.  Both  parties,  who  before  had  acted  separately,  then  unitedly 
proceeded  to  the  Chief- Justice's  house,  who,  not  expecting  them,  was 
unattended  by  his  friends,  who  might  have  assisted,  or  proved  his  inno- 
cence. In  this  situation,  all  his  family,  it  is  said,  abandoned  the  house, 
but  himself  and  his  eldest  daughter,  whom  he  repeatedly  begged  to 
depart ;  but  as  he  found  all  ineffectual,  and  her  resolution  fixed  to  stay 
and  share  his  fate,  with  a  tumult  of  passions  only  to  be  imagined,  he 
took  her  in  his  arras,  and  carried  her  to  a  place  of  safety,  just  before  the 
incensed  mob  arrived.  This  filial  affection  saved,  it  is  more  than  prob- 
able, his  life.  Thus  unexpected,  and  nothing  removed  from  the  house, 
an  ample  field  offered  to  satiate,  if  possible,  this  rage- in  toxica  ted  rabble. 
They  beset  the  house  on  all  sides,  and  soon  destroyed  every  thing  of 

value :  —  ,,  „  —...,,-/ 

•*  Furor  arma  roinistraL"  —  Itrgtl. 

The  destruction  was  really  amazing;  for  it  was  equal  to  the  fury  of 
the  onset.  But  what  above  all  is  to  be  lamented  is  the  loss  of  some  of 
the  most  valuable  records  of  the  country,  and  other  ancient  papers  ;  for, 
as  his  Honor  was  continuing  his  history,  the  oldest  and  most  important 
writings  and  records  of  the  Province,  whtrh  he  had  selected  with  great 
care,  pains,  and  expense,  were  in  his  possession.  This  is  a  loss  greatly 
to  be  deplored,  as  it  is  absolutely  irretrievable. 

The  distress  a  man  must  feel  on  such  an  occasion  can  only  be  con- 
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ceived  by  ihose  who  ihe  next  day  saw  his  Honor  the  Chief- Justice  come 
into  court,  with  a  look  big  with  the  greatest  anxiety,  clothed  in  a  man- 
ner which  would  have  excited  compassion  from  the  hardest  heart,  though 
his  dress  had  not  been  strikingly  contrasted  by  the  other  judges  and 
bar,  who  appeared  in  their  robes.  Such  a  man  in  such  a  station,  thus 
habited,  with  tears  starting  from  his  eyes,  and  a  countenance  which 
strongly  told  the  inward  anguish  of  his  soul,  —  what  must  an  audience 
have  felt,  whose  comi^assion  had  before  been  moved  by  what  they  knew 
he  had  suffered,  when  they  heard  him  pronounce  the  following  words  in 
a  manner  which  the  agitations  of  his  mind  dictated? 

AUGOST  Term,  3  George  III.  in  B.  R.,  &c.— Present:  The  Hon.  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Esq.,  Chief-Justice ;  John  Gushing^  Peter  Oliver,  Esqs.,  Justices. 

The  Chief-Justice,  addressing  the  whole  court,  said, — 

"Gentlemen, — There  not  being  a  quorum  of  the  court  without  me,  I  am 
obliged  to  appear.  Some  apology  is  necessary  for  my  dress :  indeed,  I  had 
no  other.  Destitute  of  every  things  —  no  other  shirt;  no  other  garment  but 
what  1  have  on ;  and  not  one  in  my  whole  famiJy  in  a  better  situation  than 
myself.  The  distress  of  a  whole  family  around  me,  young  and  tender  infants 
hanging  about  me,  are  infinitely  more  insupportable  than  what  I  feel  for  my- 
self, though  1  am  obliged  to  borrow  part  of  f/tis  clothing. 

'*  Sensible  that  1  am  innocent,  that  all  the  charges  against  me  are  false,  I 
can't  help  feeling:  and  though  1  am  not  obliged  to  give  an  inswer  to  all  the 
questions  that  may  be  put  me  by  every  lawless  person,  yet  I  call  God  to  wit- 
ness,—  and  I  would  not.  for  a  thousand  worlds,  call  my  Maker  to  witness  to 
falsehood,  —  I  say.  1  call  my  Maker  to  witness,  that  1  never,  in  New  England 
or  Old,  in  Great  Britain  or  America,  neither  directly  nor  indirecdyj  was  aid- 
ing, assisting,  or  supporting  —  in  the  least  promoting  or  encouraging  —  what  is 
commonly  called  the  Stamp  Act ;  but.  on  the  contrary,  did  all  in  my  power, 
and  strove  as  much  as  in  me  lay,  to  prevent  it.  This  is  not  declared  through 
timidity ;  for  I  have  nothing  to  fear.  They  can  only  take  away  my  life,  which 
Ls  of  but  little  value  when  deprived  of  all  its  comforts,  all  that  was  dear  to  me, 
and  nothing  surrounding  me  but  the  most  piercing  distress. 

*•  1  hope  the  eyes  of  the  people  will  be  opened,  that  they  will  see  how  easy 
it  is  for  some  designing,  wicked  man  to  spread  false  reports,  to  raise  sus- 
picions and  jealousies  in  the  minds  of  the  populace,  and  enrage  them  against 
the  innocent ;  but,  if  gxiilty,  this  is  not  the  way  to  proceed.  The  lav.'s  of  our 
country  are  open  to  punish  those  who  have  oflFended.  This  destroying  all 
peace  and  order  of  the  community,  —  all  will  feel  its  effects;  and  1  hope  all 
will  see  how  easily  the  people  may  be  deluded,  inflamed,  and  carried  away 
with  madne.ss  against  an  innocent  nian. 

"  1  pray  God  give  us  better  hearts ! " 
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The  court  was  then  adjourned,  on  account  of  the  riotous  disorders  of 
the  preceding  night,  and  universal  confusion  of  the  town,  to  the  15th  of 
October  foUowing. 

Learn  wisdom  from  the  present  times !  O  ye  sons  of  Ambition  I 
beware  lest  a  thirst  of  power  prompt  you  to  enslave  your  country ! 
O  ye  sons  of  Avarice  I  beware  lest  the  thirst  for  gold  excite  you  to 
enslave  your  native  country  !  O  ye  sons  of  Popularity  !  beware  lest  a 
thirst  for  applause  move  you  groundlessly  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the 
people  !  For  the  end  of  slavery  is  misery  to  the  world,  your  country, 
fellowcitizensj  and  children ;  the  end  of  popular  rage,  destruction, 
desolation,  and  ruin. 

Who,  that  sees  the  fury  and  instability  of  the  populace,  but  would  seek 
protection  under  the  arm  of  power?  Who,  that  beholds  the  tyranny 
and  o|)pression  of  arbitrary  power,  but  would  lose  his  life  in  defence  of 
his  liberty?  Who,  that  marks  the  riotous  tumult,  confusion,  and  uproar 
of  a  democratic,  the  slavery  and  distress  of  a  despotic,  state,  —  the  infi- 
nite miseries  attendant  on  both,  —  but  would  fly  for  refuge  from  the  mad 
rage  of  the  one,  and  op[)ressive  power  of  the  other,  to  that  best  asylum, 
that  glorious  medium,  the  British  Constitution?  Happy  people  who 
enjoy  this  blessed  constitution  !  Happy,  thrice  happy  people,  if  ye  pre- 
serve it  inviolate  !  May  ye  never  lose  it  through  a  licentious  abuse  of 
your  invahiabie  rights  and  blood- purchased  liberties  !  May  ye  never 
forfeit  it  by  a  lame  and  infliraous  submission  to  the  yoke  of  slavery  and 
lawless  despotism  ! 

**  Remember,  O  my  friends!  the  laws,  the  rights. 
The  generous  plan  of  power  delivered  down. 
From  age  to  age,  by  your  renowned  forefiithcrs, 
So  dearly  bought,  the  price  of  so  much  blood : 
Oh  !  let  it  never  perish  in  your  hands. 
But  piously  transmit  it  to  your  children. 
Do  thou»  great  Liberty  !  inspire  our  souls. 
And  make  our  lives  in  thy  possession  happy, 
Or  our  death  glorious  in  thy  Just  defence" 

From  the  diarv  of  Josiah  Quincv,  Jr.,  in  Missachosctts  Historical  Society, 
/VtKM(/M/5/t858-i86o  (Boston,  i860),  47-51. 
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140.    A  Spirited  Remonstrance  (1765) 

BY    THE    TOWN-MEETING    OF    CAMBRIDGE 

This  piece  is  selected  as  a  spirited  example  of  the  protests  made  against  the  Stamp 
Act  by  all  suits  u(  pubUc  tiudics  and  public  mcctm^.  —  Biblkigraphy :  Winsor, 
Narrative  ami  Crittail  //tstory,  \'I,  29-33;  Frothingham,  /!ise  of  /he  A'e/>i4i'lt<:,  183- 
1S4;  Chaoning  and  Hart,  GutJf,  §  134. 

A  T  a  Legal  meeting  of  the  freehold?  &  other  Inhabitants  of  the 
£X  Towo  of  Cambridge  this  14  day  of  October  1765, 

The  HonH'  William  Brattle  Esq^  Chosen  Moderatf 

Voted  (that  with  all  humility)  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  Town  that  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Province  have  a  Legal  Claim  to  all  the  natural  In- 
herent  Constitutional  Rights  of  Englishmen  notwithstanding  their  dis- 
tance from  Great  Brittain ;  That  the  Stamp  Act  is  an  Infraction  upon 
these  Rights;  one  Instance  out  of  many  in  our  Opinion  is  this:  The 
Distributor  of  Stamps  will  have  a  Soveranily  over  Every  thing,  but  the 
lives  of  the  People,  since  it  is  in  his  Power  to  Summon  Every  one  he 
pleases  to  Qcbeck,  Montreal,  or  New  found  land,  to  answer  for  the  pre- 
tended or  Real  Breaches  of  this  Act,  and  when  the  faithful!  Subject 
arrives  there ;  By  whom  is  he  to  be  Tryed,  not  by  his  Peers  (the  Birth 
Right  of  Every  English  man)  No  but  by  the  Itidge  of  Admiralty  without 
a  lury,  and  it  is  possible  without  I^w. 

Under  these  Circumstances  the  Stamp  Master  noay  unrighteously  get 
more  than  His  Majesty  will  upon  a  Ballance  by  the  Stamps,  for  who 
would  not  Rather  pay  the  fine  then  be  thus  harrassed,  thus  Tryed ;  Why 
are  not  His  Majesi?  Subjects  in  Great  Brittain  Treated  in  this  manner, 
Why  must  we  in  America  who  have  in  Every  Instance  discovered  as 
much  Loyalty  for  His  Majesty  &  Obedience  to  His  Laws  as  any  of 
His  Brittish  Subjects  (and  whose  Exertion  in  some  of  the  Provinces 
during  the  Last  Warr  have  been  Greater ;  be  thus  Discriminated  ;  at 
this  time  Especially  whilst  we  are  under  an  almost  unsuppor table  load 
of  Debt  the  Consequence  of  this  Exertion  ;  We  believe  it  may  be  Truly 
said  that  no  one  in  Great  Brittain  pays  so  great  a  Tax  as  some  do  in 
this  Province  in  proportion  to  their  Estates  ;  let  this  Act  but  take  place, 
Liberty  will  be  no  more,  Trade  will  [anguish  &  dye  ;  Our  Medium 
will  be  Sent  into  His  Majcst?  Exchequer,  And  Poverty  come  upon  us 
as  an  Armed  man  ;  The  Town  therefore  hereby  Advise  &  Direct  their 
Representatives  by  no  means  whatsoever  to  do  any  one  thing  that  may 
Aid  said  Act  in  its  opperation ;  But  that  in  Conjunction  with  the  friends 
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of  Liberty  they  use  their  utmost  Endeavours,  that  the  same  might  be 
Repealed  ;  That  this  Vote  be  Recorded  in  the  Town  Book  that  the 
Children  yet  unborn  may  see  the  desire  their  Ancestors  had  for  their 
freedom  &  happiness  .... 

From  the  manuscript  records  in  the  Cambridge  City  Hall, 


141. 


**  Declarations  of  the  Rights  and  Grievances  of 
the  Colonists*'  (1765) 


BV   THE   STAMP   ACT   CONGRESS 


Thii  it  the  most  tignificant  action  of  the  Stamp  Act  Congress,  called  to  proleil'^ 
againtt  tanatioit.  —  Uibliography  as  in  No.  140  above. 

^ATURDAV,  OcL  19/A,  1765,  /^.J/.  — The  congress  met  according 
•^  to  adjciiirnment,  and  resumed,  &c.  as  yesterday  ;  and  upon  mature 
dchbcration,  agreed  to  the  foliownng  declarations  of  the  rights  and 
grievances  of  the  colonists  in  America,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
inxerted  : 

The  na-inbcrs  of  this  Congress,  sincerely  devoted,  with  the  warmest 
«entimcnt>  of  affection  and  duty  to  his  majesty's  person  and  govern- 
ment, inviolably  attached  to  the  present  happy  establishment  of  the 
prole^tant  Mirt  essioii,  and  with  minds  deeply  impressed  by  a  sense  of 
thr  present  and  impending  misfortunes  of  the  British  colonies  on*  this 
continent^  hnvitifj  considered  as  maturely  as  time  would  permit,  the 
clrrniu»tiim:es  of  the  said  colonies,  esteem  it  our  indispensable  duly  to 
make  the  followntg  declarations,  of  our  humbUe  opinion  respecting  the 
moRt  r«cntinJ  right;*  and  liberties  of  the  colonists,  and  of  the  grievances 
under  which  thf  y  lalwir,  by  reason  of  several  late  acts  of  parliament. 

i«t.  That  hin  majexty'H  subjects  in  these  colonies  owe  the  same  allc- 
Kiance  to  the  crown  of  CJreat  Britain,  that  is  owing  from  his  subjects 
l»«»rn  within  the  realm,  and  all  due  subordination  to  that  august  body, 
\\\v  parliament  of  (ireat  Britain. 

n\.  That  hin  majcsty\  liege  subjects  in  these  colonies  are  entitled  to 
atl  the  inherent  rights  and  privileges  of  his  natural  bom  subjects  within 
the  kmgdom  of  Great  Uritain. 

31I.  That  it  is  inneparably  essential  to  the  freedom  of  a  people,  and 
the  undoubted  rights  of  Englishmen,  that  no  taxes  should  be  imposed 
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on  them,  but  with  their  own  consent,  given  personally,  or  by  their 
representatives. 

4lh.  That  the  people  of  these  colonies  are  not,  and  from  their  local 
circumstances,  cannot  be,  represented  in  the  house  of  commons  in  Great 
Britain. 

5  th.  That  the  only  representatives  of  the  people  of  these  colonies, 
are  persons  chosen  therein,  by  themselves ;  and  that  no  taxes  ever  have 
been,  or  can  be  constitutionally  imposed  on  them,  but  by  their  respective 
legislatures. 

6th.  That  all  supplies  of  the  crown,  being  free  gifts  of  the  people, 
it  is  unreasonable  and  inconsistent  with  the  principles  and  spirit  of 
the  British  constitution,  for  the  people  of  Great  Britain  to  grant  to  his 
majesty,  the  property  of  the  colonists. 

7th,  That  trial  by  jury  is  the  inherent  and  invaluable  right  of  every 
British  subject  in  these  colonies. 

8th.  That  the  late  act  of  parliament,  entitled.  An  act  for  granting 
and  applying  certain  stamp  duties,  and  other  duties  in  the  British 
colonies  and  plantations  in  America,  &c.  by  imposing  laxes  on  the 
inhabitants  of  these  colonies,  and  the  said  act,  and  several  other  acts, 
by  extending  the  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  admiralty  beyond  its  ancient 
limits,  have  a  manifest  tendency  to  subvert  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the 
colonists. 

9th.  That  the  duties  imposed  by  several  late  acts  of  parliament,  from 
the  peculiar  circumstances  of  these  colonies,  will  be  extremely  bvirthen- 
some  and  grievous,  and  from  the  scarcity  of  specie,  the  payment  of  them 
absolutely  impracticable. 

10th,  That  as  the  profits  of  the  trade  of  these  colonies  ultimately 
centre  in  Great  Britain,  to  pay  for  the  manufactures  which  they  are 
obliged  to  take  from  thence,  they  eventually  contribute  very  largely  to 
all  supplies  granted  there  to  the  crown. 

nth.  That  the  restrictions  impcsed  by  several  late  acts  of  parliament 
on  the  trade  of  these  colonies  will  render  them  unable  to  purchase  the 
manufactures  of  Great  Britain. 

1 2th.  That  the  increase,  prosperity  and  happiness  of  these  colonies 
depend  on  the  full  and  free  enjoyment  of  their  rights  and  liberties, 
and  an  intercourse  with  Great  Britain,  mutually  affectionate  and  ad- 
vantageous. 

ijih.  That  it  is  the  right  of  the  British  subjects  in  these  colonies  to 
petition  the  king  or  either  house  of  parliament. 
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Lastly,  That  it  is  the  indispensable  duty  of  these  colonies  to  the  best 
of  fovereigns,  to  the  inuiher  country,  and  to  themselves,  to  endeavor, 
by  a  loyal  and  dutiful  address  to  his  majesty,  and  humble  application  to 
both  houses  of  parliament,  to  procure  the  repeal  of  the  act  for  granting 
and  applying  certam  stamp  duties,  of  all  clauses  of  any  other  acts  of 
p.-irliarncnt,  whereby  the  jurisdiction  of  the  admiralty  is  extended  as 
aforesaid,  and  of  the  other  late  acts  for  the  restriction  of  the  AmericaD 
commerce. 

H[ezckiah]  Nilea,  editor,  TAe  iVeekiy  Register^  July  25,  1812  (Baltimore),  11, 
>4o  341. 


142.    An  Englishman's  Protest  against  Taxation 

(1766) 

BV    WrLIJAM    riTT,    LATER    EARL    OF    CHATHAM 

Vut  Pin,  %er  No.  128  «>»<ivc.  His  speech  represents  the  strong  opposition  to 
pulling  ■  pr<'»»urr  un  the  c«)lunies,  and  shows  how  far  the  whole  question  involved  the 
rrlahvr  rii^htt  of  the  crown  an4  Parliament  in  Hnglanrl.  —  Hililiography ;  Mahon,  En^- 
laHtt,  V,  129-140^    Wintur.  Narrative  and  CrUuat  history,  VI,  74- 

C"*I':NTIJ':MKN,  sir  do  the  Speaker),  I  have  been  charged  with 
J  K'viriK  birth  to  sclitton  in  America.  They  have  spoken  their 
ieniiinrijlh  willi  frcccloin  against  this  unhappy  act,  and  thai  freeclom  has 
bccijtnc  llieir  « riiuc.  Sorry  !  am  to  hear  the  liberty  of  speech  in  this 
Houic  imputed  at  a  crime,  litit  the  imputation  shall  not  discourage 
me.  It  iii  a  hberly  I  mean  (o  exercise.  No  gentleman  ought  to  be 
afraid  to  exercise  it.  It  is  a  Hherly  by  which  the  gentleman  who  calum- 
nJates  tl  uituht  have  profited.  He  ought  to  have  desisted  from  his 
prujert.  Ihc  i^eiitleman  tells  us,  America  is  obstinate;  America  is 
ahnmt  in  open  rebrliion.  I  rejoice  that  America  has  resisted.  Three 
miHion^  of  people  ho  dead  to  all  the  feelings  of  liberty,  as  voluntarily 
Ui  Mifjiiut  to  be  slaves,  woiil*!  have  been  111  inslniments  to  make  slaves 
of  the  rrsl.  I  cojne  not  here  armed  at  all  points,  with  law  cases  and 
actH  of  Parliament,  with  llic  statute-book  doubled  down  in  dog's-ears, 
to  defend  the  cause  of  liberty  :  if  I  had,  I  myself  would  have  cited 
the  two  caseji  of  Chester  and  Durham.  1  would  have  cited  them,  to 
have  sihewn  that,  even  under  former  arbitrary  reigns,  Parliaments  were 
Bithamrd  of  taxing  a  people  without  their  consent,  and  allowed  them 
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representatives.  .  .  .  The  gentleman  tells  us  of  many  who  are  taxed, 
and  are  not  represented.  —  The  India  Company;  merchants,  stock- 
holders, manufacturers.  Surely  many  of  these  are  represented  in  other 
capacities,  as  owners  of  land,  or  as  freemen  of  boroughs.  It  is  a  mis- 
fortune that  more  are  not  equally  represented.  But  they  are  all  inhabi- 
tants, and  as  such,  are  they  not  virtually  represented?  Many  have  it 
in  their  option  to  be  actually  represented.  They  have  connections  with 
those  thai  elect,  and  they  have  influence'over  them.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  gentleman  boasts  of  his  bounties  to  America !  Are  not 
these  bounties  intended  finally  for  the  beneftt  of  this  kingdom?  If  they 
are  not,  he  has  misapplied  the  national  treasures.  I  am  no  courtier  of 
America — 1  stand  up  for  this  kingdom.  I  maintain,  that  the  Padia- 
ment  has  a  right  to  bind,  to  restrain  America.  Our  legislative  power 
over  the  colonies  is  sovereign  and  supreme.  When  it  ceases  to  be 
sovereign  and  supreme,  I  would  advise  every  gentleman  to  sell  his 
lands,  if  he  can,  and  embark  for  that  country.  When  two  countries 
are  connected  together,  like  England  and  her  colonies,  without  being 
incorporated,  the  one  must  necessarily  govern  ;  the  greater  must  rule 
the  less  ;  but  so  rule  it,  as  not  to  contradict  the  fundamental  principles 
that  are  conunon  to  both. 

If  the  gentleman  does  not  understand  the  difference  between  external 
and  internal  taxes,  I  cannot  help  it ;  but  there  is  a  plain  distinction 
between  taxes  levied  for  the  purposes  of  raising  a  revenue,  and  duties 
imposed  for  the  regulation  of  trade,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sub- 
ject ;  although,  in  the  consequences,  some  revenue  might  incidentally 
arise  from  the  latter. 

The  gentleman  asks,  when  were  the  colonies  emancipated?  But  I 
desire  to  know,  when  they  were  made  slaves?  But  I  dwell  not  upon 
words.  When  I  had  the  honour  of  serving  his  Majesty,  1  availed  myself 
of  the  means  of  information,  which  I  derived  from  my  office ;  I  speak, 
therefore  from  knowledge.  My  materials  were  good,  I  was  at  pains  to 
collect,  to  digest,  to  consider  them  ;  and  I  will  be  bold  to  affirm,  that  the 
profits  to  Great  Britain  from  the  trade  of  the  colonies,  through  all  its 
branches,  is  two  millions  a  year.  This  is  the  fund  that  carried  you  tri- 
umphantly through  the  last  war.  The  estates  that  were  rented  at  two 
thousand  pounds  a  year,  threescore  years  ago,  are  at  three  thousand 
pounds  at  present.  Those  estates  sold  then  from  fifteen  to  eighteen 
years  purchase  ;  the  same  may  now  be  sold  for  thirty.  You  owe  this  to 
America.     This  is  the  price  America  pays  for  her  protection.    And  shall 
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a.  miserable  fjiiancier  come  with  a  boast,  that  he  can  bring  a  peppcr-com 
into  the  Exchequer,  to  the  loss  of  millions  to  the  nation  '.  I  dare  not 
say,  how  much  higher  these  profits  may  be  augmented.  Omitting  the 
immense  increase  of  people  by  natural  population,  in  the  northern  colo- 
nics, and  the  emigration  from  every  part  of  Europe,  I  am  convinced  the 
commercial  system  of  America  may  be  altered  to  advantage.  V'ou  have 
prohihited  where  you  ought  to  have  encouraged,  and  encouraged  where 
you  ought  to  have  prohibited.  :  .  . 

A  great  deal  has  been  said  without  doors,  of  the  power,  of  the  strength 
of  America.  Il  is  a  topic  that  ought  to  be  cautiously  meddled  with. 
In  a  good  cause,  on  a  sound  bottom,  the  force  of  this  country  can  crush 
Anierira  lu  atoms.  I  know  the  valour  of  your  troops.  I  know  the  skill 
of  your  orticers.  There  is  not  a  company  of  foot  that  has  served  in 
America,  out  of  which  you  may  not  pick  a  man  of  sufficient  knowledge 
and  experience  to  make  a  governor  of  a  colony  there.  But  on  this 
ground,  on  the  Stamp  Act,  when  so  many  here  will  think  it  a  crying 
injustice,  I  am  one  whfv  will  lift  up  my  hands  against  it. 

In  hucli  a  catise.  your  success  would  be  hazardous.  America,  if  she 
fell,  woiiUl  fi»ll  like  the  strong  man.  She  would  embrace  the  pillars  of 
the  stale,  luul  pull  down  the  constitution  along  with  her.  Is  this  your 
boasted  pcat:e?  Not  to  sheath  the  sword  in  its  scabbard,  but  to  sheath 
it  in  the  Unvels  of  y^jur  countrymen?  Wi!l  yoti  quarrel  with  yourselves  ; 
now  the  whole  House  of  lloiirbon  is  united  against  you?  .  .  .  The 
Americans  have  not  acted  in  all  things  with  prudence  ami  temper. 
The  .Americans  have  been  wronged.  They  have  been  driven  to  mad- 
ness by  injvistice.  Will  you  punish  them  for  the  madness  you  have 
occasioned?  Rather  let  prudence  and  temper  come  first  from  this 
side.  I  will  undertake  for  America,  that  she  will  follow  the  example. 
There  are  two  lines  in  a  ballad  of  Prior's^  of  a  man's  behaviour  to  his 
wife,  so  applicable  to  you,  and  your  colonies,  that  I  cannot  help  repeat- 
ing them  :  ^^  ^  fur  faults  a  HttU  blind: 
Be  to  her  virtues  /wry  kind. 


Upon  the  whole.  I  will  l>eg  leave  to  tell  the  House  what  is  really  my 
opinion.  It  is,  that  the  Stamp  Act  be  repealed  absolutely,  totally,  and 
immediately.  That  the  reason  for  the  repeal  be  assigned,  because  it 
was  founded  on  an  erroneous  principle.  At  the  same  time,  let  the 
sovereign  authority  of  this  country  over  the  colonies  be  asserted  in  as 
strong  terms  as  can  be  devised,  and  be  made  to  extend  to  every  point 
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of  legislation  whatsoever.  That  we  may  bind  their  trade^  confine  their 
manufactures^  and  exercise  every  power  whatsoever,  except  that  of 
taking  their  money  out  of  their  pockets  without  their  consent, 

[John  Almon,  compiler],  Anecdotes  of  ike  Life  of  the  Right  Hon,  William 
Pitt,  Earl  of  Chatham  (London,  1797),  I»  494-503 />fl«i>«. 


143.    The  State  of  the  Colonies  (1766) 

BY    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN    AND    A    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    HOUSE    OF 

COMMONS 

For  Franktin,  see  No.  63  above.  The  examination  was  conducted  in  great  part 
by  the  friends  of  ihe  colonies,  and  the  answers  were  prepared  beforehand.  —  Bibli- 
ography:  McMasterj  Benjamin  Franklin;  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  f it  story, 
VI,  74. 

Q.    T  X  7HAT  is  your  Name,  and  Place  of  abode? 
VV    A.    Franklin,  of  Philadelphia, 

Q.   Do  the  Americans  pay  any  considerable  taxes  among  themselves? 

A.   Certainly  many,  and  very  heavy  taxes. 

Q.  What  are  the  present  taxes  in  Pennsylvania,  laid  by  the  laws  of 
the  Colony? 

A.  There  are  taxes  on  all  estates  real  and  personal,  a  poll4ax,  a  tax 
on  all  offices,  professions,  trades  and  businesses,  according  to  their 
profits  j  an  excise  upon  all  wine,  rum  and  other  spirits  ;  and  a  duty  of  ten 
pounds  per  head  on  all  negroes  imported,  with  some  other  duties.  ,  .  . 

Q.  .-^re  not  the  Colonies,  from  their  circumstances,  very  able  to  pay 
the  stamp-duty? 

A,  In  my  opinion,  there  is  not  gold  and  silver  enough  in  the  Colonies 
to  pay  the  stamp  duty  for  one  year. 

Q-  Don't  you  know  that  the  money  arising  from  the  stamps  was  all 
to  be  laid  out  in  America  ? 

A.  I  know  it  is  appropriated  by  the  act  to  the  American  service ;  but 
it  will  be  spent  in  the  conquered  Colonies,  where  the  soldiers  are,  not 
in  the  Colonies  that  pay  it. 

Q.  Is  there  not  a  ballance  of  trade  due  from  the  Colonies  where  the 
troops  are  posted,  that  will  bring  back  the  money  to  the  old  Colonies. 

A,  I  think  not.  I  beheve  very  little  would  come  back.  I  know  of 
no  trade  likely  to  bring  it  back.  I  think  it  would  come  from  the  Colo- 
nies where  it  was  spent  directly  to  England ;  for  I  have  always  observed, 
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that  in  every  Colony  the  noore  plenty  ihc  means  of  remittance  to  Eng- 
land the  more  goods  are  sent  for,  and  the  more  trade  with  En; 
carried  on.  .  .  . 

Q.   How  many  white  men  do  you  suppose  there  are  in  North  America? 

A.   AIkjuI  300,000  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age. 

Q.  What  may  be  the  amount  of  one  year's  imports  into  Pennsylvania 
from  Britain? 

A.  I  have  been  informed  that  our  merchants  compute  the  imports 
from  Britain  to  be  above  500,000  Pounds. 

Q.  What  may  be  the  amount  of  the  produce  of  your  proviocc 
exported  to  Britain? 

A.  It  must  be  small,  as  we  pro<iu€e  little  that  is  wanted  in  Britain. 
I  nupfHMc  it  cannot  exceed  40,000  Pounds. 

Q.    How  then  do  you  pay  the  ballance? 

A.  'I'hc  ballance  b  paid  by  our  produce  carried  to  the  West- Indies, 
and  fold  in  our  own  islands,  or  to  the  French,  Spjnian[r]ds,  Danes  and 
Dutch  ;  by  the  %amc  carried  to  other  colonies  in  North- America,  as  to 
New-England,  Nova-Scotia,  Newfoundland,  Carolina  and  Georgia;  by 
the  s^me  carried  to  diflferent  pans  of  Europe,  ns  Spain,  Portugal  and 
Italy :  In  all  which  places  we  receive  either  money,  bills  of  exchange, 
or  commodities  that  suit  for  remittance  to  Britain  ;  which,  together  with 
alt  the  profits  on  the  industry  of  our  merchants  and  mariners,  arising  in 
thote  circuitous  voy.iges,  and  the  freights  made  by  their  ships,  center 

lily  in  Britain,  to  discharge  the  ballance,  an<l  pay  for  British  manu- 
factures coDtinually  used  in  the  province,  or  sold  to  foreigners  by  our 
^traders. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  any  difRculiies  lately  hiid  on  the  Spanish 
trade? 

A.  Ves.  I  have  heard  that  it  has  been  greatly  obstructed  by  some 
new  regulations,  and  by  the  English  men  of  war  and  cutters  stationed 
all  along  the  coast  of  America. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  right  America  should  be  protected  by  this  coun- 
try, and  pay  no  part  of  the  expence. 

A.  That  is  not  the  case.  The  colonies  raised,  cloathed  and  paid, 
during  the  last  war.  near  25,000  men,  and  spent  many  millions. 

Q.    Were  you  not  reimbursed  by  parliament? 

A.  We  were  reinibursed  what,  in  your  opinion,  we  had  advanced 
beyond  our  proportion,  or  beyond  what  might  be  reasonably  expected 
from  OS ;  and  it  was  a  very  small  part  of  what  we  spent.     Pennsylvania, 
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in  particular,  disbursed  about  500,000  pounds,  and  tiie  reimbursements, 
in  the  whole,  did  not  exceed  60,000  pounds.  .  .  . 

Q.  Do  not  you  think  the  people  of  America  would  submit  to  pay  the 
stamp  duty,  if  it  was  moderated  ? 

A.   No,  never,  unless  compelled  by  force  of  arms.  .  .  . 

Q.  What  was  the  temper  of  America  towards  Great  Britain  before 
the  year  1 763  ? 

A.  The  best  in  the  world.  They  submitted  willingly  to  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Crown,  and  paid,  in  all  their  courts,  obedience  to  acts  of 
parliament.  Numerous  as  the  people  are  in  the  several  old  proWnces, 
they  cost  you  nothing  in  forts,  citadels,  garrisons  or  armies,  to  keep 
them  in  subjection.  They  were  governed  by  this  country  at  the 
expence  only  of  a  little  pen,  ink  and  paper.  They  were  led  by  a 
thread.  They  had  not  only  a  respect,  but  an  affection,  for  Great 
Britain,  for  its  laws,  its  customs  and  manners,  and  even  a  fondness  for 
its  fashions,  that  greatly  increased  the  commerce.  Natives  of  Britain 
were  always  treated  with  particular  regard  ;  to  be  an  Old  England- man, 
was,  of  itself,  a  character  of  some  respect,  and  gave  a  kind  of  rank 
among  us. 

Q.   And  what  is  their  temper  now  ? 

A.   O,  very  much  altered. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  authority  of  parhament  to  make  laws  for 
America  questioned  till  lately? 

A.  The  authority  of  parliament  was  allowed  to  be  valid  in  all  laws, 
except  such  as  should  lay  internal  ta.\es.  It  was  never  disputed  in  lay- 
ing duties  to  regulate  commerce.  .  .  . 

Q.  In  what  light  did  the  people  of  America  use  to  consider  the 
parliament  of  Great  Britain  ? 

A.  They  considered  the  parliament  as  the  great  bulwark  &  security 
of  their  liberties  and  privileges,  and  always  spoke  of  it  with  the  utmost 
respect  and  veneration  ;  arbitrary  ministers,  they  thought,  might  possi- 
bly, at  limes,  attempt  to  oppress  them,  but  they  relied  on  it,  that  the 
parliament,  on  application,  would  always  give  redress.  They  remem- 
bered, with  gratitude,  a  strong  instance  of  this,  when  a  bill  was  brought 
into  parliament,  with  a  clause  to  make  royal  instructions  laws  in  the 
colonies,  which  the  house  of  commons  would  not  pass,  and  it  was 
thrown  out, 

Q.   And  have  they  not  still  the  same  respect  for  parliament? 

A.    No ;  it  is  greatly  lessened. 


I 


4io 


Stamp  Act  Controversy 


[I7«6 


To  what  cause  is  that  owing? 

A.  To  a  concyrence  of  causes;  the  restraints  lately  laid  on  their 
trade,  by  which  the  bringing  of  foreign  gold  and  silver  into  the  colonies 
was  prevented ;  the  prohibition  of  making  paper  money  among  them- 
selves ;  and  then  demanding  a  new  and  heavy  tax  by  stamps ;  taking 
away  at  the  same  time,  trials  by  juries,  and  refusing  to  receive  &  hear 
their  humble  petitions. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  they  would  submit  to  the  stamp-act,  if  it  was 
modified,  the  obnoxious  parts  taken  out,  and  the  duties  reduced  to 
some  particulars,  of  small  moment  ? 

A.   No  ;  they  will  never  submit  to  it.  .  .  . 

Q.  Was  it  an  opinion  in  America  before  1 763,  that  the  pariiament 
had  no  right  to  lay  taxes  and  duties  there  ? 

A.  I  never  heard  any  objection  to  the  ri^ht  of  la^ng  daties  to  icsb- 
late  comoaerce ;  bat  a  right  to  lay  interaal  taxes  was  never  soppoaed  to 
be  in  parlianaent,  as  wc  are  not  repnaeBied  there.  .  .  . 

Q.  Woald  the  repeal  of  the  stamp-act  be  any  discotttagenKOK  of 
your  manufactures  ?  WiU  the  people  that  have  began  the  moanlictaie 
decline  it? 

A.  Yes,  I  think  rhej  will ;  especially,  iC  at  the  same  time,  tiie  tnde 
is  opened  again,  so  that  remittances  can  be  easily  made.  I  have  known 
several  instances  that  make  tt  ptobable.  In  the  war  bdbie  last,  tobacco 
being  low,  and  making  litde  remittance,  the  people  of  Vilginia  went 
_  lly  into  fitmily  manufactares.     .Afterwards,  when  cobocco  bore  a 

(^cmsr  price,  they  returned  to  the  use  of  British  manufactures.     So  full- 

;  mills  were  verv  much  disused  in  the  last  war  in  Peansylvanta,  because 
\  Uk  were  tiien  plenty,  and  remittance  could  easily  be  made  to  Bntain 

r  Engliah  doth  and  other  grx}ds. 

^  If  tise  somp-aci  should  be  repealed,  would  tt  induce  the  assem* 
I  of  .America  to  ackziowicdge  the  rights  of  poritameat  to  tio.  tiieai» 
and  wooJd  they  erase  tiietr  reaointions?        A.  No,  nevcr^ 

Q.   Is  there  no  means  of  obliging  them  to  erase  those  resokitiocB^ 

A.   None  that  I  know  of ;  tbey  will  never  do  tt  txnkss  compcUed  by 

Qi  li  time  on  power  on  eutb  tint  can  fofce  then  to  efMfttfaem? 
JL  No  power,  bow  great  soever,  can  force  men  to  change 


inteiest  of  Gfeot-BnlMi^  to 
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Q.  Would  it  be  nKwt  fior  the 
.  huHis  of  Vitg^ata  in  toteccow  or  in 
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A.   In  tobacco  lo  be  sure. 

Q.   What  used  to  be  the  pride  of  the  Americans? 

A.   To  indulge  in  the  fashions  and  manufactures  of  G.  Britain. 

Q.   What  is  now  their  pride? 

A.  To  wear  their  old  cloaths  over  again,  till   they  can   make 

ones. 

WiihiirtUK 

{^The  Examination  of  Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  .  .  .  relating  to  the  Repeal 
0/  t/ie  Stan/p-.^tt,  &'c.}j{no  tii\e-pzge,  Philadelphia,  1766),  x-i^  passim. 


144.    The  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  (1766) 

BY    SECRETARY    HENRY    SEYMOUR    CONWAY 

Conway  was  one  of  the  two  secretaries  of  state,  and  his  letter  is  an  ofRcial  state- 
ment to  the  governors. —  Bibliography;  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History, 
VI,  74;   Channing  and  Hart,  Gutde,  §  1 34. 

HEREWITH  I  have  the  pleasure  of  transmitting  to  you  copies  of 
two  Acts  of  Parliament  just  passed.  The  first  for  securing  the 
dependency  of  the  Colonies  on  the  Mother  Country ;  the  second  for 
the  repeal  of  the  Act  of  [the]  last  session,  granting  certain  stamp  duties 
in  America  ;  and  I  expect  shortly  to  send  you  a  third,  for  the  Indemnity 
of  such  persons,  as  have  incurred  the  penalties  imposed  by  the  Act  just 
repealed,  as  such  a  Bill  is  now  depending,  and  has  made  a  considerable 
progress  in  the  house  of  Commons. 

The  moderation,  the  forbearance,  the  unexampled  lenity  and  tender- 
ness of  Parliament  towards  the  Colonies,  which  are  so  signally  displayed 
in  those  Acts,  cannot  but  dispose  the  province,  committed  to  your  care, 
lo  that  return  of  chearful  obedience  to  the  Laws  and  Legislative  author- 
ity of  Great  Britain  and  lo  those  sentiments  of  respectful  gratitude  to 
the  Mother  Country,  which  are  the  natural,  and,  I  trust,  will  be  the  cer- 
tain effects  of  so  much  grace  and  condescention,  so  remarkably  mani- 
fested on  the  part  of  his  Maj'^  and  of  the  ParUament ;  and  the  future 
happiness  and  prosperity  of  the  Colonies  will  very  much  depend  on  the 
testimonies,  they  shall  now  give  of  these  dispositions. 

For,  as  a  dutiful  and  affectionate  return  to  such  peculiar  proofs  of 
indulgence  arnd  affection,  may,  now  at  this  great  crisis,  be  a  means  of 
fixing  the  mutual  interests  and  inclinations  of  G.   Britain  and  her  Colo- 
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it.  mtm^  to  Ike 
\h€  made  U>  thtjst^  who,  ham  the  Ibdaea 
yi$gt94  km  fkor  defcrcaoe  to  Acts  of  the  British 
^'«#  «tt  be  yartlraiiriy  MScative,  that  soch  persoos  be  i 
M«)*fr  we/^^iiMdfiOfiiMif  IbrthcriMBto;  mdtintasCtf  asiD  f 

(^Ifl  ,  )tf  fom  €KUUfk  k  infliicfice*  that  tbey  maj  be  treated 

•»j<  j  ' '  <  f/f  iJiilr  pefiofMiy  aod  that  justice  id  rcgaid  to  all  their 

ili(*ir  mrnt  ami  their  sufTerings  undoubtedly  claim. 
(  H*  i-'  wMKFi'Hi,  'rl  llir  hoti*e  of  rtimmonn,  which,  by  His  Maj^"'  Com- 
tmiuU  (  (Mfwrnli  lo  you,  to  l>e  Uid  licfore  the  Assembly,  wrjll  shew  you 
Mil  •«=nifl  n|  iti'll  lioinr  on  ihrxir  polntn  ;  nnd  I  am  persuaded  it  will,  as 
\l  ruiUhily  i>Mf(lt»,  br,  ibr  j^lory  of  that  Ass^emUly  to  adopt  and  imi- 
t>ilK  itHiDo  ttiMiltmiMtU  ol  ihr  ItnliMh  Parliament,  founded  on  the  clearest 
|tfltli  I(il4'»  i«t  liiiMiiiMlly  and  junlico.  .  .  , 

t    M  <>'t  rtllrtuhrtM,  imIIIim,  thhHmmli  nltttivi  to  thi  C<^0Hial  History  of  tht 
M^  ^  AW' »W#  V^l^»*'»y»  ^^\^)^  VII,  H33  824. 


CHAPTER   XXIV^THE    REVENUE   CON- 
TROVERSY 

145.    Townshend's  Revenue  Scheme  (1767) 

BY  HORACE  WALPOLE,  EARL  OF  ORFORD 

Walpole,  the  son  of  the  prime  minister  un<ler  George  I  and  George  11,  knew 
everybody  and  has  left  entertaining  mcmuirs,  the  details  of  which,  however,  cannot 
be  accepted  without  question. —  Bibliography  :  Frothingbam,  J^isr  of  the  A'epubiic,  ch. 
vi;  Bancroft,  Untied  States  (lO  vol.  ed,),  VI,  chs.  xxv-xxx;  Channing  and  Hart, 
Guide,  §  135. 

ON  the  13th  of  May  came  on  at  last  the  great  American  questions. 
Charles  Tuwnshend  had  already  hinted,  when  he  opened  the 
budget,  at  new  taxes  which  he  proposed  to  lay  on  the  Colonies.  He 
now  opened  ihem  ;  and  very  inadequate  indeed  did  they  prove,  even  in 
calculation,  to  the  loss  of  a  shilling  in  the  pound  on  land^  part  of  which 
deficiency  they  were  intended  to  supply.  Being  so  inconsiderable,  and 
estimated  by  himself  as  likely  to  produce  but  from  35^000/.  to  40,000/. 
a-year,  the  House  loo  lightly  adopted  his  plan  before  it  had  been  well 
weighed,  and  the  fatal  consequences  of  which  did  not  break  out  till  six 
years  after.  A  concurrent  cause  weighed  with  many,  and  added  weight 
to  the  arguments  of  more,  for  inflicting  a  kind  of  punishment  on  the 
refractory  Colonies,  some  of  which  had  stubbornly  refused  to  comply 
with  the  late  Act  enjoining  them  to  make  provision  for  the  army,  with 
other  parliamentary  injunctions.  Massachusetts  Bay  had,  as  I  have 
said,  taken  upon  themselves  to  execute  the  Act  in  their  own  names,  and 
on  their  own  sole  authority.  This  deed  Townshend  said  the  Privy 
Council  had  advised  his  Majesty  la  annul.  That  Colony  contained  a 
set  of  men  disposed  to  inflame  all  the  rest.  He  slated  fully,  clearly,  and 
with  both  authority  and  moderation,  these  several  topics  ;  and  concluded, 
he  said,  that  many  would  think  he  |>ru|x>sed  too  little,  others  too  much. 
The  Mutiny  Bill  had  been  op[K)sed  almost  everywhere  ;  but  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  sotne  few  Colonies,  had  executed  all  our  orders.  He  wished 
he  could  name  any  more  instances.  New  Jersey  had  avoided  the  Act 
by  appointing  commissioners,  with  injunctions  to  act  according  to  the 
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<ustom  a/  the  ^rwinces.  New  York  was  so  opulent  that  be  tboagiit  tbej 
to  be  kept  in  dependence.  General  Gage,  accordiii^,  was  acad- 
;  troops  thither.  Vet  did  the  New  Yorkists  cofmncnd  themselves  and 
|boaest  that  they  coold  not  remember  the  time  when  they  had  lefased  aid 
Britain.  They  had  resolved,  that  if  they  should  gnat  the  pteseat 
Qd,  it  might  exceed  their  abtUties.  This  was  an  excraocdinarT 
excuse.  More  cooteniptuously  still,  they  promised  aid  on  the  rei{iiisft> 
tioQ  of  the  Crown,  but  said  nothing  of  ParliamenL  Were  these,  be 
asked,  the  dcsccndauiis  of  those  men  who  had  fle<i  from  prerogative  to 
America?  Yet  even  this  giacioas  compluince  they  held  themsdves  at 
liberty  to  refiise,  if  not  in  proportions  to  the  other  provinces :  if  nnrca- 
^aoaable  —  nay,  if  iacoiirement.  They  would  insist,  too,  on  his  MsfMljp's 
aying  what  they  shoald  furnish  to  his  troops,  when  he  ihwiM  cfaiafc 
I  proper.  He  would  not  read,  he  said,  the  letters  to  their  Governor,  Sir 
Henry  More,  as  too  inflammatory.  To  comply,  they  alleged,  wooid  be 
very  serious ;  yet  desired  Sir  Henry  to  represent  their  obedience  fr*oar> 
I  ably.  The  Massachnaets  cerated  oitr  acts  aur  ocdinaaces^  and  asKrtcd 
[thdr  own  rights  of  taxation.  Man|r  they  had  iliw  iMilriaiaLcd  and 
itom,  their  assembly.  Governor  Bernard,  he  bdlieved»  was  a 
:  heated  agiatnst  them ;  yet  the  fiicis  which  he  charged  on  theai  were 
.  in.  feaeral,  it  did  not  becooe  P^gianaent  to  engage  ia  caaDo> 
with  its  CokMues»  but  by  one  act  to  aasert  its  sovereifflBty.  He 
.  the  House  to  beware  kat  the  pmiinues  engaged  in  a  coamoa 
OoriightaftaaatianaaaiaihibilaUe;  yetl 
;  the  Stamp  Act  to  psevcntnusducC  Sbonkli 
tne  T^^irfiBw  tt  y  oc  l^arttanBenft  Bau  oeea  ^ 
.  with  spint  aod  il^gywiy,  must  be  destioyra»  The  salaries  oa  | 
and  jmlgies  ia  that  part  of  the  worid  must  be  miide 
:  their  iirmHIffi .  h^  he  advised  the  Bemm  to  oaniuie  dseir  i 

to  the  oAsdins  pnmncca.    Fenaqtania  was  aa  ansacr  a»  Kcar 

[Toih.     Xew  Jersey  had  Sariicd  tha  ama^ tat  hnd  aot  aadi afe  wanM  ooc 

compiy.     He  iban^  at  waaU  be  pradenk  la  iaiicc  esnsnia  on  Now 

York  akme ;  that  some  bnrthea  onght  la  he  hghtmnd  at  haa^  mA 

HKhadliialDdafciaaes;  he^ 

ofliieEadKVKi.    They  < 

•■f  *■■■■■■  ■■^  spaas  aaa  etaaqpi  an  aii^«amc  aacK*  <^i 
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slitulion  of  ihe  provinces.  He  then  moved  a  resolution  that  New  York 
had  disobeyed  the  Act,  and  that,  till  they  should  comply,  the  Governor 
should  be  restrained  from  passing  any  act  of  their  Assembly.  This,  he 
owned,  some  had  said  would  be  confounding  the  innocent  and  the 
guilty,  and  would  dissolve  their  Assembly.  On  the  contrary,  others  had 
advised  to  block  up  harbours  and  quarter  soldiers,  but  himself  could 
bear  to  hear  of  nothing  military.  Some  were  for  a  local  tax  ;  but  that 
would  be  to  accept  penalty  in  lieu  of  obedience. 

This  speech,  so  consonant  to  the  character  of  a  man  of  business,  and 
so  unlike  the  wanton  sallies  of  the  man  of  parts  and  pleasure,  was  (how- 
ever modified)  but  too  well  calculated  to  inflame  the  passions  of  a  legis- 
lature whose  authority  was  called  in  question,  and  who  are  naturally 
not  prone  to  weigh  the  efliisions  of  men  entitled  to  as  much  freedom  as 
themselves,  while  in  an  apparent  situation  of  dependence.  .  .  . 

Horace  Walpole,  M^moiis  of  the  Reitpi  of  King  George  the  Third  (edited  by 
Sir  Denis  Le  Marchant,  London,  1845),  III,  28-32. 


146.    Complaint  against  the  Acts  of  Trade  (1767) 

BY  AGENT  DENNIS  DE  BERDT 

De  Rerdt  wai  London  agent  for  Massachusetts,  previous  to  tht  selection  of  Frank- 
lin for  ihal  position.  This  piece  illustrates  the  must  serious  grievance  whicb  led  to 
the  Revolution,  tlie  exploitation  of  American  trade  for  the  benelit  of  the  British.  — 
Bihliography  :  Winsor,  Narrattve  and  Critical  History,  VI,  63-64;  Channing  and 
Hart  J  Guidt^  g  T35. 

TO  the  Right  hon'ble  Lord  Shelburne,  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal 
Secretaries  of  State,  the  Memorial  of  Dennis  De  Berdt,  Agent  for 

the  House  of  Representatives  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
Humbly  Showeth, 

That  the  said  Colony  duly  observes  and  are  thankful  for,  the  great 
tenderness  and  concern  ihe  present  and  late  Ministry  have  discovered 
for  the  Interest  of  that  Colony  and  the  Ample  testimony  they  have  given 
of  their  readiness  to  relieve  them  of  every  Burden  relating  to  their 
Commercial  Interest,  induces  them  to  make  the  following  Representa- 
tions of  the  Embarrassments  which  at  present  attend  their  Trade. 

Vour  Mem'ist  humbly  begs  leave  to  represent  to  your  Ixirdships  sev- 
eral things  contained  in  his  Instractions ;  the  Restrictions  of  the  Trade 
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10  the  Sugar  Islands  and  the  heavy  duty  Imposed  on  Foreign  Sugars  will 
destroy  our  Navigation  and  Fishery  and  will  prevent  any  but  the  finest 
sorts  being  Imported  into  America,  and  thereby  give  the  french  the 
advantage  of  Manufacturing  them. 

The  deeming  all  sugars  imported  from  the  Continent  french  prevents 
a  valuable  return  to  G.  B.  for  her  Manufactures. 

The  great  care  of  the  officers  in  America  in  Loading  Vessels  there 
makes  it  needless  for  those  vessels  to  call  and  unload  at  G.  B.  occasions 
so  large  an  expence,  as  entirely  to  destroy  that  Trade. 

The  multiplicity  of  Bonds  occasions  an  expense  equal  to  the  first  cost 
of  the  Lumber  and  some  of  them  are  twelve  months  before  they  arc 
cancelled. 

Another  Grievance  is  the  unlimited  power  of  the  officer  to  carry  the 
vessel  he  seizes  into  what  Port  he  pleases  in  the  Continent,  and  after 
miscarrying  in  a  tedious  process  is  hable  to  no  cost. 

Your  Mcmonahst's  Constituents  further  observe  that  in  those  Ports 
where  a  regular  Custom  House  is  setUed  the  Naval  Officer  may  be 
removed. 

Another  difficulty  is  on  their  Trade  to  Spain  and  Portugal  by  the 
Ships  from  thence  being  obliged  to  stop  in  England,  by  which  fruit  and 
other  perishable  coraodities  are  liable  to  be  spoiled,  by  the  length  of 
the  voyage. 

But  the  grand  matter  of  Complaint  is  the  Restraint  laid  on  their 
Fishery,  no  American  being  suffered  to  take  Cod  in  the  Straits  of  Bel- 
isle*  or  on  Labrador  shore,  and  thereby  rendering  our  new  watery  acqui- 
sitions entirely  useless,  and  the  Restraint  itself  be  attended  with  a  very 
large  expense,  ami  instead  of  endeavoring  to  make  the  most  of  that 
extensive  Fishery,  it  is  become  a  scene  of  Violence  between  the  Euro- 
peans and  .\raericans  —  the  interruption  of  the  Fishery  is  weakening 
our  Naval  Power  and  depriving  the  Americans  of  the  most  valuable 
source  for  taking  of  and  paying  for  the  Manufactures  of  G.  B. 

Your  Memorialist  takes  the  liberty  to  lay  before  your  Lordship  a  few 
Sentiments  relntilig  lo  the  Fishery,  that  inexhaustable  fund  of  Riches 
and  power  to  G  B.  this  vahiable  Treasure  may  be  viewed  in  a  two 
foKl  light,  as  a  Nursery  for  Seamen  and  as  occasioning  a  Consumption 
and  a^ording  means  to  pay  fur  our  Manufactures. 

The  Fishery  carried  on  from  G.  B.  to  America  may  produce  a  Num- 
ber of  Seamen  for  the  speedy  manning  a  fleet,  the  N.  E.  fishery  in  the 
Straits  of  Belisle  is  abaoluteW  necessary  for  furnishing  Sailors  cither  fur 
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the  recruit  of  the  cruize  or  acting  offencively  in  America,  as  its  remarka- 
bly evident  they  did  when  the  forces  of  America  without  any  assistance 
from  Home  took  the  Strong  Fortifications  of  Cape  Breton,  and  there- 
fore they  are  as  really  necessary  as  the  European  Supplies. 

The  other  view  of  the  Fishery  is  its  being  a  source  of  Riches,  nay,  an 
inexhaustable  source,  exceeding  the  Mines  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  to  lay 
any  restraint  upon  it  in  this  view,  is  diminishing  the  National  Treasures, 
stinting  the  growth  of  the  Colonies  and  the  greatest  disadvantage  to  the 
Manufacturers  of  G.  B.  Restraints  that  are  laid  upon  it  are  of  that 
nature  that  your  Memorialist  apprehends  they  will  not  be  fully  removed, 
but  by  an  Act  of  Parhament  to  explain  that  of  William  3rd.  and  give 
free  Liberty  to  all  the  British  subjects  to  Improve  the  Fishery  to  the 
utmost,  which  greatly  strengthens  our  Naval  Power. 

Your  Memorialist's  Constituents,  have  such  an  Opinion  of  the  Justice 
and  Wisdom  of  the  present  Administration  that  they  doubt  not  it  will 
appear  reasonable  to  them  and  that  as  soon  as  these  grievances  are 
made  known  they  will  be  redressed.  .  .  . 

To  put  any  difficulties  on  the  American  Trade,  will  inevitably  dimin- 
ish our  exports  to  that  Country,  from  their  inability  to  pay  the  Mer- 
chants for  the  Manufactures  imported  by  them,  which  inability  will  be 
the  same  whether  the  people  in  America  resolve  to  take  goods  or  not. 

The  Governor  and  Judges  being  independent  of  the  people  which 
must  render  the  course  of  Justice  precarious,  will  be  a  further  discour- 
agement to  Trade,  and  will  raise  fresh  in  the  minds  of  the  Americans 
the  evils  that  attended  such  a  measure  when  their  forefathers  left  their 
native  Country. 

When  the  Merchants  dare  no  longer  venture  their  substance  on  such 
uncertainties,  the  Americans  will  be  under  the  necessity  of  using  their 
own  Manufactures,  tho'  contrary  to  their  present  taste  and  inclination, 
to  prevent  them  pursuing  this  only  resource  and  remedy,  must  be  the 
most  manifest  Injustice  and  as  absurd  as  to  make  a  Law  to  oblige  them 
to  go  naked. 

[Seventy-Six  SocietyJ,  Papers  relating  io  Public   Events  in  Massachusetts 
preceding  ike  American  Revolution  (Philadelphia,  1856),  44-47  passim. 
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1 47.    Fears  of  Episcopacy  1 1 767  y 

BY   RE%*EREND  CHARLES  CHAl'XCT 

diMBiCT  WW  pHtor  of  the  Pint  CkanA  ia  Boaboa  §nm  17x7  to  i^a;^  amfi.  «^ 
fwiarlfn  Marbrw,  «a»  a  ckutpioo  afaast  aar  Coca  ci  EfiaasfaSax  t  iwa'ifiiihiiM  ir 
Hhit  ism  Stere  cxpvcawii  «aa  <sme  ni  the  aum  caaaes  of  c&c  ;ii!tifawiifm  <ac  Vnr  Ei^ 
IiHftte»  iC  tbe  utfCMcak  of  the  Rcvotekw.  —  Ba&cei^&T  r  Tmkr.  .««vr»3w^£«a0^jr- 

aad  Haet.  uhhuIkl  |  ixS- 

HIS  iontftiftnp  mm  comes  to  the  bst  aad  giaeeui 

'*' Blestijkii  <adter  ^bfiai&cjmK^ges  jnewSn^g  d^  xsr^eor^  im  gnmsiQdbc  so 
I^  (a}j£  rf^ny/ftMtwtwtr-J  caase  of  ttbe  wdt  of  notcw  IBiimnEBS.  Ulie  ooe 
QiemzK^f .:  sibe  ledbflr^  iiii  «eeaB&.  «uaM  cca9I^  uzlf  ^nanxisc  For  chd  ds  %e 
timsi^iiiet^  «G2iiil£  ^set&sK  %ifr  iuufi  ob  q^  sean^  aBmS'  nrhfcv  js  jfliaaiftM.»ap. 
<dhflr  c  iitinibar  fif  =:thc  auciviK  sdficaexD  im  iz9tif  -serxrirtr  'it  ^ftit  iCSum^ 

Ominentiiim.' 

tTiur  ^wuir  en  *  msyvt  mm^ass^'^  if  "Siff  i»  Tsaln  Us  aoe,  :s  ant.  II 
Miietufc.  owin^  u  oim  uf  tht:  ^uiuRe^  ihif-  l>nrikihiT  iisF  mcntiinisd.  ami 
e«ceTit!nf  ihut  of  thert  j«enif  **  nr  IhshniiE  ir  iht  Cjiinniss."  E"  1  anwr 
'Sneuk  Ke?t  witt  iht  same  fresamr.  iha:  i  ihink.  3  wiuiU:  ^c,  their  1^ 
tt  tint  Tcsntrr.;.  ar  omnttui^  di&rencf  iiezwesr.  our  iisnnis.  and  ihise 
wh/  pTrtfe*  theriKeivet.  Church- men.  The  urmer  ^cnsruliy  sand  their 
iOttih  u  ont  o-  lithe-  0*  our  CnltejjK.  with  q  view  tr  thsir  heii^  eduonsfi 
iUT  t»u:  mm>tf\  ihr-  >-  raieh  rinnt  b>  tht  iatts;  Sniiutd  any  a^  -tts 
reawir.  o:  tn^  ■  —  i:  mi«:  he  nfeun)\  «aid.  our  ChuTches-  ate  numsrouE 
(t%r  fc  nc^  ^  mmtr\.  mam  of  then-  tai^.  oiu:  wel'  canohit  a:  pmvtdii^ 
for  th?i-  mmxters  and.  hx  a  ^wrif:  inrrreass  n:  mttahian^  and  ncfw- 
"Settiemens  thev  nrt  daih  ^rnwriof:  hoth  it.  numher  anr  aiuhn-  id 
'MiD!v»r  tnei'  ClfK!\  There-  >s  herefrow  the  iimsreK*-  n-  c  toteisibie 
nmn<noT  tnr  oir  fuv>>.  if  edncuitet:  tr  ^wrvi  ir.  tm  mmHtn.  Whsiiea». 
then:  a?-,  ver-  t>n  Jiiw^-^oiu.  **huTone>  tivi:  '-^am:  unor.  tneir  own 
leg-  *  — am.  r>-.  far  tt\t  ^T«vite:  tutl  of  iiu-  otivr  an  iaml  tr.  number. 
weak  ir  a'>i!iJv.  .vrw.  irv^itti.nfn-  tr  uumtait  xtif-x-  t>wi.  m;nKtTv,  imtes^ 
»<>i*t?c  r*  th.  Sfvnft'.  .^:  homr  I:  k  th»^  tr*.*-  iti^r^virstre^  tnr  J^hurch- 
peor>^t  tTT%n  ^Htwjinw  u*    thrt-  v.^»vn  loi  v'"ti*rj\m>i.     Tr*-   rhn^e  tarher 

tc    r»r-»v.4i:    r-k-    Tr>*n     sj-tm;    t^^n*'    wu         Xtu     4x   \t     rwiViflvX^  TTOOi    Hi. 

tnv  t*n3rw.^ri,"«.  orxlunnh  >>  m    tsmaU.  ftia;  te%v  ar.  ^-^vierrvMRt;  &\  it  tsatil 
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they  have  found  there  was  little  or  no  prospect  of  their  being  employed 
to  greater  advantage.  No  one  need  now  be  at  a  loss  to  assign  the  true 
cause  of  the  "  want  of  native  ministers." 

But  if  Bishops  should  be  sent  to  the  Colonies,  the  people  would 
generally  turn  Church-men  ;  —  the  Ecclesiastical  slate  of  things  would 
soon  be  inverted ;  —  Episcoparians  would  quickly  exceed  the  other 
denominations  of  Christians,  as  much  as  they  now  exceed  them. 

This,  without  all  doubt,  is  the  grand  point  aimed  at;  and  there  may 
be  some,  both  at  home  ami  here,  who  really  think  all  this  would  speedily 
come  into  event.  But  those  who  are  best  acquainted  with  the  genius, 
temper  and  principles  of  the  Colonists,  at  least  in  those  parts  where 
they  are  most  numerous,  have  not  the  least  motion  of  fear  excited  in 
them  from  the  prospect  of  any  such  eflfect  of  the  mission  of  Bishops. 
They  are  rather  concerned,  least  it  should  be  the  occasion  of  hurtful 
consequences  both  to  them  and  us.  Such  consequences  would  certainly 
be  the  effect,  if  these  Bishops  should  make  use  of  their  Superiority,  as 
most  probably  they  would,  sooner  or  later,  to  influence  our  great  men 
here,  and  much  greater  ones  at  home,  to  project,  and  endeavour  to  carry 
into  execution,  measures  to  force  the  growth  of  the  Church.  It  may  be 
relied  on,  our  people  would  not  be  easy,  if  rest[r]ained  in  the  exercise  of 
that  "  liberty  wherewith  Christ  has  made  them  free  ;  "  yea,  they  would 
hazard  every  thiug  dear  to  them,  their  estates,  their  very  lives,  rather 
than  suffer  their  necks  to  be  put  under  that  yoke  of  bondage,  which 
was  so  sadly  galling  to  their  fathers,  and  occasioned  their  retreat  into 
this  distant  land,  that  they  might  enjoy  the  freedom  of  men  and  chris- 
tians. .  .  . 

But  they  have  "  no  Bishops."  V'^ery  true  ;  and  they  have  no  just 
reason  for  complaint  upon  this  head.     For,  let  it  be  considered. 

Throughout  an  extent  of  territory  more  than  500  miles  in  length, 
comprehending  seven  Provinces,  the  four  New- England  ones,  and  those 
of  New- York,  the  Jersies,  and  Pensylvania;  I  say,  throughout  these 
largely  extended  Provinces,  so  well  inhabited  that  they  contain  more 
than  a  miUion  of  souls,  there  are  not,  by  the  best  information  I  can  get, 
more  than  eight  or  nine  Episcopal  churches  that  support  themselves. 
All  the  rest,  to  the  amount  of  about  sixty,  more  or  less,  chiefly  made  up 
of  converts  from  the  other  denominations  of  Christians,  are  so  far  upheld 
in  their  existence  by  the  Society  at  home,  at  the  expence  of  not  less 
than  some  thousands  sterling  per  annum,  that,  should  this  he  withdrawn, 
they  would  soon  sink  away  for  want  of  needed  assistance.     Instead  now 
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of  being  contented  with  the  receipt  of  so  much  pious  charity,  they  think 
it  hard,  and  coinphiin  of  it  as  a  most  lamentwible  thing,  that  as  many 
thousands  sterling  more  are  not  annually  laid  out  for  the  maintainance  of 
Bishops  among  thera.  Is  this  reasonable?  Would  Church-men  them- 
selves think  it  so  in  regard  of  other  denonaintations  of  christians  besides 
themselves?  Should  any  of  these  denominations,  in  like  circumstances, 
make  the  like  complaints,  insisting  that  they  were  not  suffered  "  fully  to 
enjoy  their  religion,"  none,  it  may  be,  would  treat  their  complaints  with 
more  contempt,  than  those  w^ho  are  themselves  so  loud  in  making  them. 
And  yet,  I  know  not,  in  regard  of  real  merit,  but  other  d£nominations 
would  have  as  good  a  right  to  complain,  as  those  who  profess  themselves 
members  of  the  Church  of  England.  For  they  are  the  descendants 
from  ancestors,  who  subdued  &  cultivated  this  rude  wilderness,  amidst  a 
thousand  difficulties  &  hazards,  so  as  to  make  it  the  pleasant  fruitful 
land  we  now  behold  it ;  hereby  adding  to  the  extent,  strength  and  glory 
of  the  British  Crown:  Nor  has  that  sacred  Majesty  who  wears  it  more 
loyal  subjects,  even  in  England  itself:  And  as  they  are  far  more  numer- 
ous than  the  Episcoparians,  they  are  in  proportion  more  able,  and  I 
am  sure  they  would  be  as  willing,  to  exert  themselves,  if  called  to  it,  at 
the  peril  of  their  lives,  in  defence  of  his  Person  and  Dominions. 

Charles  Chauncy,  A  Letter  to  a  Friend,  cdntaining  Remarks  on  certain  Pas- 
sages in  a  Sermon  preached  by  .  .  .  John  Lord  Bishop  0/  Laftdaff  {ho^ioti, 
1767),  U-50  passim 


148.    Troops  and  Sons  of  Liberty  in  Boston  (1768) 

BY    CHIEF   JUSTICE   THOMAS    HUTCHINSON 

Thc*e  private  letters,  written  by  Hutchinson  (later  governor  of  Massachustflts)  to 
a  rriend  in  England,  fell  into  Franklin's  hands  and  were  by  hvm  in  1773  sent  to 
leaders  of  the  patriot  party  in  Boston,  by  whom  they  were  published  as  evidence 
of  an  attempt  by  a  royal  official  to  undermme  thetr  liberties. —  Bibliography:  Froth- 
ingham,  /fise  of  the  h'epublic,  185-184;  Winsor,  iV/irr^Z/p^  and  Critital  History,  VI, 
7a,  and  Memorial  History  of  Boston^  III,  II-26;  Channing  and  Hart»  Guide^  §  IJ5. 

Boston,  ^th  October  1768. 
[T  is  not  strange  that  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  to 
_    reduce  the  colonies  to  their  former  state  of  government  and 
order,  but  that  the  national  funds  should  be  elTected  by  it  is  to  me  a  little 
mysterious  and  surpn£ing.     Principles  of  government  absurd  enough. 
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spread  thro*  all  the  colonies  ;  but  I  cannot  think  that  in  any  colony,  peoptft 
of  any  consideration  have  ever  been  so  road  as  to  think  of  a  revolt.  Many 
of  the  common  people  have  been  in  a  frenzy,  and  talked  of  dying  in 
defence  of  their  liberties,  and  have  spoke  and  printed  what  is  highly 
criminal,  and  loo  many  of  rank  above  the  vulgar,  and  some  in  public 
posts  have  countenanced  and  encouraged  them  until  they  increased  so 
much  in  their  numbers  ami  in  their  opinion  of  their  importance  as  to 
submit  to  government  no  further  than  they  thought  proper.  The  legis- 
lative  powers  have  been  influenced  by  them,  and  the  executive  powers 
intirely  lost  their  force.  There  has  been  continual  danger  of  mobs  and 
insurrections,  but  they  would  have  spent  all  their  force  within  ourselves, 
the  officers  of  the  Crown  and  some  of  the  few  friends  who  dared  to 
stand  by  them  possibly  might  have  been  knock'd  in  the  head,  and 
some  such  fatal  event  would  probably  have  brought  the  people  to  their 
senses.  .  .  . 

Whilst  we  were  in  this  state,  news  came  of  two  regiments  being  ordered 
from  Halifax,  and  soon  after  two  more  from  Ireland.  The  minds  of 
people  were  more  and  more  agitated,  broad  hints  were  given  that  the 
troops  should  never  land,  a  barrel  of  tar  was  placed  upon  the  beacon, 
in  the  night  to  be  fired  to  bring  in  the  country  when  the  troops  appeared, 
and  all  the  authority  of  the  government  was  not  strong  enough  to  remove 
it.  The  town  of  Boston  met  and  passed  a  number  of  weak  but  very 
criminal  votes  ;  and  as  the  governor  declined  calling  an  assembly  they 
sent  circular  letters  to  all  the  towns  and  districts  to  send  a  person  each 
that  there  might  be  a  general  consultation  at  so  extraordinary  a  crisis. 
They  met  and  spent  a  week,  made  themselves  ridiculous,  and  then  dis- 
solved themselves,  after  a  message  or  two  to  the  governor  which  he 
refused  to  receive ;  a  petition  to  the  King  which  I  dare  say  their  agent 
will  never  be  allow'd  to  present,  and  a  result  which  they  have  published 
ill-natured  and  impotent. 

In  this  confusion  the  troops  from  Halifax  arrived.  I  never  was  much 
afraid  of  the  people's  taking  arms,  but  I  was  apprehensive  of  violence 
from  the  mob,  it  being  their  last  chance  before  the  troops  could  land. 
As  the  prospect  of  revenge  became  more  certain  their  courage  abated 
ill  proportion.  Two  regiments  are  landed,  but  a  new  grievance  is  now 
rais'd.  The  troops  are  by  act  of  parliament  to  be  quartered  no  where 
else  but  in  the  barracks  until  they  are  full.  There  are  barracks  enough 
at  the  castle  to  hold  both  regiments*  It  is  therefore  against  the  act  to 
bring  any  of  them  into  town.  ...     I  hear  the  commander  in  chief  has 
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|pw»fafadlaBWK>>ar<||iiWliTii^bntadottbi«iil  rexnams  vtth  same  of  die 

dter  tfay^aiK  to  faniirili  die  articles  reqmxed,  unleas  the  mat 

r  is  dir  pRMitese  Enoaefei^  and  ehey  are  to  deiexmine  upon  tt  so  datf, 

TBe  government  ha«  been  so  bng  in  the  haiui»  of  the  pvpslace  IfaK 

^coocoiKof  them  hy  degrees,  2t  least  ic  mH  be  &  mkaf  tnne 

^  ftftas  lllv^coBle  back  to  jtwt  iiq<wu»qf  the  ntnig  ^ipiMnif^wirL  ... 

.  .  What  iiBiifci  of  iwniliBeitf  the  pariiiiment  wiH.  siunr, 

r«AI  bs  apoB  ^Bm.  pmvtnce  ia  genoal  or  particular  persons,  is  ex- 

r  tBtmatvai,  boc  C&ac  ffiey  iviZI  be  placed  nmewhere  is  mast  cer- 

,  and  I  arid,  because  /  dktnk  tt  attgki  to  be  so,  that  those  vho  have 

%  Hsw^  in  pfVMXvniK  dK  iriwMiimiiop  mi  (^pom^  the  licen- 

►  of  fiieiia»aril  tenKbtsaoiof  ttcxqr^  cgUMuTy  meet 


fVm  »  flUMT  eevttrioif  s  crin.    I  icaily  wish  chat  dieie  may  ooc  have 

1  ihe  lease  dt|pce  tiwKmatf  beyood  what  is  aEMobxieiy  neceseorv  to 

(  ilnafc  I  nay  sy  to  yoa  tfae  depemianct  wihk&.  a  cokmf^oiii^ 

I  tlir  pMCa(  state ;  bat  if  ao  measures  sftsll!  I 

flBBWS  M»  (ftpeiKfaKe,  or  nothing  1 

g0iofwn^«r«P4n9«nmni^  «Lf.    The  fBends  of  §a«esaiitait  i*in  be 
ilBody  and  tlie  fixods  of  anarchy  win  be  afiaid  of  nothing 
r  it  ever  so  csomagm: 

I  never  Aafc  of  the  measores  oeceasaiy  for  the  peace  and  good 
r  ^  tm  cobniai  friduist  paiiL    There  muse  be  an  "'"M^'r*"  of 
«r  catbd  Eoglfab  Aexties.     I  relieve  myself  by  cotnsidniBg  dot 
ia  a  rsmoive  from  the  state  of  nature  to  the  most  perfect  state  of  govern- 
flwai  ibcre  must  be  a  great  restraint  of  oatural  liberty.    I  doubt  \ 
\  io  pMiiliir  to  project  a  system  of  government  in  which  a  colony 

Imnt  iroiB  the  poKOt  state stnftcago;  ail  the  liberty  of  the  porenc' 
t  Mi  certain  I  hare  Bev«r  yet  seen  the  psojection.     I  wish  the 
l#f  dKOoiBtnf  iHm  I  wi»h  to  see  some  further  restiaint  of  hberty 
Artier  tbon  die  connexion  with  the  parent  <itate  should  be  broken  ;  for 
I  am  fixre  sudi  a  breach  must  prove  the  ruin  of  the  colony.    ]^£don  me 
,  it  really  proceeds  from  the  slate  of  mind  into  which  our 
\  often  throws  me.  .  .  . 

Bus  ton,  2oA  OciaSer,  1769. 

.  So  mtich  has  been  said  upon  the  repeal  of  the  dntics  bud  by 

cty  that  it  win  render  it  very  dilScult  to  keep  people's  onnds  quiet 

t  should  be  refused  them.     They  desen  e  punishment  you  will  say. 
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but  laying  or  continuing  taxes  upon  all  cannot  be  thought  equal,  seeing 
many  will  be  punished  who  are  not  offenders.  Penalties  of  another  kind 
seem  better  adapted.  .  .  . 

I  must  beg  the  favor  of  you  to  keep  secret  every  thing  I  write,  until 
we  are  in  a  more  settle<.J  state,  for  the  party  here  either  by  their  agent 
or  by  some  of  their  emissaries  in  London,  have  sent  them  every  report 
or  rumor  of  the  contents  of  letters  wrote  from  hence.  I  hope  we  shall 
see  better  times  both  here  and  in  England. 

Copy  of  loiters  sent  to  Great- Britain^  by  his  Excellency  Thomas  Hutchinson^ 
etc.  (Boston,  1773),  9-i8/>iijj/w. 


149.    The  Pennsylvania  Farmer's  Remedy  (1768) 

BY    JOHN    DICKINSON 

Dickinson  was  a  Pennsylvania  lawyer.  His  pamphlets  published  previous  lo  the 
oulbteak  of  the  Rcvolulitm  exercised  remarkable  influence;  but  he  was  opposed  to 
independence,  and  took  no  part  in  the  Revolution  after  1 776.  —  Bibliography :  Tyler, 
Littrary  History  of  ihe  A'n'o/uUon,  I,  235-240,  II,  21-J41  Wlnsor,  A^arra/ive  and 
CrUical  Hiitory,  Vl,  S2-8j;    Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  134. 

I  HOPE,  my  dear  countrymen,  that  you  will  in  ever>'  colony  be  upon 
your  guard  against  those  who  may  at  any  time  endeavour  to  stir  you 
up,  under  pretences  of  patriotism,  to  any  measures  disrespectful  to  our 
sovereign  and  our  mother  country.  Hot,  rash,  disorderly  proceedings, 
injure  the  reputation  of  a  people  as  to  wisdom,  valour  and  virtue,  without 
procuring  them  the  least  benefit.  I  pray  God,  that  he  may  be  pleased 
lo  inspire  you  and  your  posterity  to  the  latest  ages  with  that  spirit,  of 
which  I  have  an  idea,  but  find  a  difficulty  lo  express ;  to  express  in  the 
best  manner  I  can,  I  mean  a  spirit  that  shall  so  guide  you,  that  it  will 
be  impossible  to  determine,  whether  an  American'-^  character  is  most 
distinguishable  for  his  loyalty  to  his  sovereign,  his  duly  to  his  mother 
country,  his  love  of  freedom,  or  his  affection  for  his  native  soil. 

Every  government,  at  some  time  or  other,  falls  into  wrong  measures  ; 
these  may  proceed  from  mistake  or  passion.  —  But  every  such  measure 
does  not  dissolve  the  obligation  between  the  governors  and  the  governed  ; 
the  mistake  may  be  corrected  ;  the  passion  may  pass  over. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  governed,  to  endeavour  to  rectify  the  mistake, 
anil  appease  the  passion.     They  have  not  at  first  any  other  right,  than 
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to  represent  their  grievances,  and  to  pray  for  redress,  unless  an  emer- 
gence is  so  pressing,  as  not  to  allow  time  for  receiving  an  answer  to  their 
applications  which  rarely  happens.  If  their  applications  are  disregarded, 
then  that  kind  of  opposition  becomes  justifiable,  which  can  be  made 
without  breaking  the  laws,  or  disturbing  the  public  peace.  This  consists 
in  the  prc\'ention  of  the  oppressors  reaping  advantage  from  their  oppres- 
sions, and  not  in  their  punishment.  For  experience  may  teach  them 
what  reason  did  not ;  and  harsh  methods,  cannot  be  proper,  till  milder 
ones  have  faileii. 

If  at  length  it  become  undoubted,  that  an  inveterate  resolution  is 
Rvrmeil  to  annihilate  the  liberties  of  the  governed,  the  English  history 
afR>r\is  frequent  examples  of  resisunce  by  force.  What  particular  cir- 
cunteitAnces  will  in  any  future  case  justify  such  reastance,  can  never  be 
ascertained!  till  they  hap(>en.  Perhaps  it  may  be  allowable  to  say,  gener- 
ally, that  it  nex'er  can  be  justifiable,  until  the  people  are  fx'llv  cosivinced, 
that  anv  further  $ubmi$siv>n  will  be  destructi\-e  to  their  happiness. 

When  the  Api>eAl  is  nude  to  the  sw\>rx1»  highly  probable  it  is,  that  the 
)HmishuK>nt  will  ex\xe\t  the  oAecKre :  and  the  calamities  attending  on 
war  vHU  wf  i^h  thv>8se  |>fe\,-eviins  it.  These  considerations  of  justice  and 
IWMdeJH'e.  will  ahiA\"s  hjix-*  great  influence  with  good  and  wise  men. 

IV  the^  rerte\ni\v^  on  this  sttt^ect.  it  remains  to  be  added,  and  oo^t 
ikw  e%f  r  K»  be  irmembwd ;  that  nesisrance  in  the  case  of  colooies  against 
Iheir  nv^ther  v»«ntT>»  »  evtremely  didfinent  mxn  the  resistance  of  a 
|w\%)>)e  a^iiist  thetr  )>nnce,  A  lution  nur  ciunge  their  King  or  race  of 
Kt«^^  a«Ki  refaxi\)«^*  thetr  ant^ent  ionu  oc  gorenkmetit,  be  gaineis  by 
chay^iVf:.  I'h^ts  v^«t>At-Knum.  )2;»iier  the  ith^sovcs  hoose  01  Bniaswick, 
a  Kvxssae  that  ^acems  tv^  AvHtnsh  K>r  the  Kap|>ine$s  oc  TmnVimi,  has  foimd 
a  ie^ni^\  vtrikfK'^tk  ::(»  the  tt«(^:t*s  vV  tSe  i^twcts^  Bat  if  ooce  w«  are 
?^>\AWJ«v*,  ttvNw  vx;r  »K>tV<r  cvxirtn,  w^t  new  Kwa  of  ^jnera^cnt  shall 
w^'  J^^>^;><»  *>«  *'><e«  siu^  •r  »r»vl  atsv>tSer  l^sa^a  v  «£.?pSy  oor  kMS?  Tom 
fKN*»  ;.Se  Xv*,%  V  >»-^.x"h  *r^  Jiw  ;vs*«?e\:  N  rs-)^>:i.  i:>«rr.  laws,  afiec- 

tr  ^*.  ;V.  tv  :v\>£>er;tx  x>?  xS^^af  rc-o^-Jiv^fs.  »  i.Tcso?e  aa  tiiesr  depend- 
*^>r  ,v»i  vi:?e*5  Y^u?^.  ,  Jtss*.  >■>><«»  >sSf  r<^i:r."Si  ?.-  *  Ser  Aid  ^cod  boxBoar, 
j»Th>.-,  ,"i4»:  jkw:  ivfcru-*x  '  *n  ',  «v^  0*f"«»*v^,v  ^vT^-ssfs  t.  I  fcspe  ther  wiB 
*>«*x>  ^sSiV-w  -ft  :Vtr  .^«^  *».*  y^^r•?r<.  *s  <  uv'ts?  ^-^tsaaJr  wiS  be,  to 
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respectful  behaviour^  mxy  by  imprudence  be  changed  to  an  incurable 
rage. 

In  quarrels  between  countries,  as  well  as  in  those  between  indind 
when  they  have  risen  to  a  certain  heighth,  the  first  cause  of  dissetUion  i 
no  longer  remembred,  the  minds  of  the  parties  being  wholly  engaged  in 
recollecting  and  resenting  the  mutual  expressions  of  their  dislike.  When 
feuds  have  reached  that  fatal  point,  all  considerations  of  reason  and 
equity  vanish  ;  and  a  blind  fury  governs,  or  rather  confounds  all  things. 
A  people  no  longer  regards  their  interest,  but  the  gratification  of  their 
wrath.  The  sway  of  the  Cleon's,  and  Clodius's,  the  designing  and  detest- 
able flatter[er]s  of  the  prevailing  passion,  becomes  confirmed. 

Wise  and  good  men  in  vain  oppose  the  storm,  and  may  think  them- 
selves fortunate,  if,  endeavouring  to  preserve  their  ungrateful  fellow 
citizens,  ihey  do  not  ruin  themselves.  Their  prudrnte  will  be  called 
baseness;  their  moderation,  guilt ;  and  if  their  virtue  docs  noi  leml  ihem 
to  destruction,  as  that  of  many  other  great  and  excellent  per^Diis  has 
done,  they  may  survive,  to  receive  from  their  expiring  country,  the 
mournful  glory  of  her  acknowledgment^  that  their  councils,  if  regarded, 
would  have  saved  her. 

The  constitutional  modes  of  obtaining  relief,  arc  those  whioh  I  would 
wish  to  see  pursued  on  the  present  occasion,  that  is,  by  petiiiouing  of 
our  assemblies,  or,  where  they  are  not  permitted  to  meet,  of  the  people 
to  the  powers  that  can  afford  us  relief. 

We  have  an  excellent  prince,  in  whose  good  dispositions  towards  us 
we  may  confide.  W'e  have  a  generous,  sensible,  and  humane  nation,  to 
whom  we  may  apply.  They  may  be  deceived  :  they  may,  by  artful 
men,  be  provoked  to  anger  against  us ;  btit  I  cannot  yet  believe  they 
will  be  cruel  or  onjfwt ;  or  that  their  anger  will  be  implacable,  l^t  ub 
behave  Kkc  disCiM  elttldren,  who  have  received  unmerited  blows  from  a 
beloved  parent.     I^t  us  complain  to  ^'  n  ;  Uit  let  otir  complamib 

speak  at  the  same  time,  the  language  n  and  veneration. 

If,  however,  it  shall  happen  by  .in  imforttmate  coMtse  of  alTaint,  that 
our  appftcaitionfi  to  hin  Maj<?sty  and  the  parliament  for  the  redrew,  prove 
imftiill^  let  tt9  then  taVe  another  irep.  by  witholdmg  from  Cireai 
Briton,  all  iIk»     *  "     -  re<  eive  from  us.     Then 

let  M  try,  if  on  /,  will  not  give  weight  to 

oor  femoActranre!).     Ket  »t?  all  he  unned  wrth  one  spirit  in  one  cause. 
Let  w  imiv«pnt;  l^t  ■•-  '♦•-^^'     i^'  ''-■■  -'^v<* ;  \tt  m  at  the  same  time,  keep 

t  oar  efifiEWi^  «ttd  ^\n^  ^^^pUlntt;  but  above  all,  let 


426  Revenue  Controversy^  [1770 

OS  implore  the  protection  of  that  infinite  good  and  gracious  Being,  "  by 
whom  kings  reign  and  princes  decree  justice." 

"  NU  desp€randumr 
Nothing  is  to  be  despaired  of.      ^  FARMER. 

[J<^n  Dickinson],  LHUrsfrom  a  Farmer  m  PennsyhMUOA,  to  the  InMoMants 
tftkt  British  Cclomits  (Boston,  1768),  30-35. 


150.    Riot  of  the  North  Carolina  Regulators  (1770) 

BY  JUDGE   RICHARD   HENDERSON 

Hendcnoa  was  an  aasodate  justice  of  the  province  of  Xoclli  CaroliBa,  bolding  a 
Saperior  Oont  where  the  riot  deKrihed  below  occurred.  This  b  a  trpical  aample 
of  themsnTlocaldistarhanccsof  ti»e  period  thrx>vf(boat  the  colonies. — Bibliogiaphy : 
Moore,  .\>rcl  CmrvUmA,  I.  ch.  vii ;  \Vin»ar,  Xitrrmtm  *»d  CritusI  J/istrrj,  VI,  &>-S2. 

'IT  '^ITH  the  deepest  cooc«n  for  my  Cocmtry  I  have  latdj  been 
V  \  witness  to  a  scene  which  not  Qoly  dtreatened  the  peace  and 
wdl  being  of  this  Ptovince  iur  the  fotuie.  bat  was  in  itself  the  most 
honid  and  audiMrious  iosoh  to  Gorenmient,  perpetrated  with  soch  cir- 
ctiBaszances  of  cruelty  and  nudncss  as  (I  believe)  scarody  has  been 
eqoaW  at  any  time.  Hvtwe\>e^r  dattering  \XMir  EjnreOexKT's  prospects 
may  h*\^  been  with  respect  to  the  people  called  Regalatofs»  dicir  hte 
conduct  tvxk  sutlkiently  evince  that  a  wise,  miki  and  benemlent  admin- 
isiratx>n  c\>aies  venr  m  shoit  ot  bh^gin^  them  to  a  sense  of  their  dntj. 
They  are  atun^kvaed  t<>  e^wr  pnnc;p3e  of  riitae  and  desperatdy  cn- 
fi^jfevi  xK>s  v>nh  in  ^te  mctst  shcMckiz^  bftrbuities  beat  a  total  snbmsioo 
of  the  Coosur^tvsu 

On  XtvXitdjtv  ia!«  bei:^  the  ^cvxvtd  tiay  of  HUisiSotvx^  ^spexiar  Court, 
oarH  m;  trie  afik>«».::^  :Sr  Town  w^asi  &Ik\i  w^th  a  iireat  manber  of  these 
ftevcur  3^Xir:s^.  .SjuVxxs^:  <&  mak^a^:  a  cvcsaoerab^  trw&Jt  a  the  streets. 
At  aSx>:  i:  x-*  oX^ri  :Se  Ovx;:r;  wasii  ^>J<ne^l  aani  i?Bn>ecu^Ky  the  Hoose 
ijtfvi  jc!i  ci.'sse  a*  c«e  m«a  «.vcX*,  stasxi  S  aaochfr.  sooae  witii  ckibs 
ocS«s  wt:*  m-^.;^  a3>i  s«t^c^ij«v  Jc»  v>c  uoate  wstiioia:  ^coe  weapon. 
Wi^tt  rSe  r?  ."«>«?  2t>i  bevx'^K'  30  c?^^•^^<^*  rVjt;  tk""  ».'«*  ccucjd  well  get 
aw  ^Mtf-  ,^:  :>?a  .^w^x  luitte  1  rV^sJi^  2^  caLipv.!  Fje-'o?  cjone  iccwaid 
tT>:.  r.-xc  3K  >*  M»i  30isr««>>£.r^  ?.^  3^^*  Sr^.c?  I  rc.XTS^Ofc  »  Ibsbmess. 
TVf  i^-'^-.xiucN  1  ?j»i  ;-«h>.\ssn\  rifv>c«><r^*  >s^<f«<r  «ini  the  -■■■wer  awi 
iTi.xr  -jiic^  -V  a<«  »wt  «ni  »<  a>rx;|e9ies&  ^^  n««  ai^dvns 
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my  situation  extremely  uneasy.  Upon  my  informing  Fields  that  he 
might  speak  on  he  proceeded  to  let  me  know  that  he  spoke  for  the 
whole  Body  of  the  People  called  Regulators.  That  they  understood  that 
1  would  not  try  their  causes,  and  their  determination  was  to  have  them 
tryed,  for  they  had  come  down  to  see  justice  done  and  justice  they  w** 
have,  and  if  I  would  proceed  to  try  those  causes  it  might  prevent  much 
mischief.  They  also  charged  the  Court  with  injustice  at  the  preceding 
term  and  objected  to  the  Jurors  appointed  by  the  Inferior  Court  and 
said  they  would  have  them  altered  and  others  appointed  in  their  room, 
with  many  other  things  too  tedious  to  mention  here.  Thus  I  found 
myself  under  a  necessity  of  attempting  to  soften  and  turn  away  the  fury 
of  this  mad  people,  in  the  best  manner  in  my  power,  and  as  much  as 
could  well  be,  pacific  their  rage  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  the  little 
remaining  dignity  of  the  Court.  The  consequence  of  which  was  that 
after  spending  upwards  of  half  an  hour  in  this  disagreeable  situation  the 
mob  cried  out  "  Retire,  retire,  and  let  the  Court  go  on."  Upon  which 
most  of  the  regulators  went  out  and  seemed  to  be  in  consultation  in  a 
party  by  themselves. 

The  little  hopes  of  peace  derived  from  this  piece  of  behaviour  were 
very  transient,  for  in  a  few  minutes  M'  Williams  an  Attorney  of  that 
Court  was  coming  in  and  had  advanced  near  the  door  when  they  fell  on 
him  in  a  most  furious  manner  with  Clubs  and  sticks  of  enormous  size 
and  it  was  with  great  difhculty  he  saved  his  life  by  taking  shelter  in  a 
neigh iKJuring  Store  House.  M'  Fanning  was  next  the  object  of  their 
fury,  him  they  seized  an<l  took  with  a  degree  of  violence  not  to  be 
described  from  off  the  bench  where  he  had  retired  for  protection  and 
assistance  ant!  with  hideous  shouts  of  barbarian  cnielty  dragged  him  by 
the  heels  out  of  doors,  while  others  engaged  in  dealing  out  blows  with 
such  violence  that  I  made  no  doubt  his  life  would  instantly  become  a 
sacrifice  to  their  rage  and  madness.  However  M'  Fanning  by  a  manly 
exertion  miraculously  broke  holt  and  fortunately  jumped  into  a  door 
that  saved  him  from  immediate  dissolution.  During  the  uproar  several 
of  ihem  told  me  with  oaths  of  great  bitterness  that  my  turn  should  be 
next.  I  will  not  deny  that  in  this  frightful  affair  my  thoughts  were  much 
engaged  on  my  own  protection,  but  it  was  not  long  before  James  Hunter 
and  some  other  of  their  Chieftains  came  and  tohl  me  not  to  be  uneasy 
for  that  no  man  should  hurt  me  on  proviso  I  would  set  and  hold  Court 
to  the  end  of  the  term. 

I  took  advantage  of  this  proposal  and  made  no  scruple  at  promising 
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what  WAH  not  in  my  inlention  to  perform  for  the  Terms  they  would 
adinil  me  to  hold  t'ourt  on  were  that  no  Lawyer,  the  King's  Attorney 
cxreptctip  should  he  admitted  into  Court,  and  that  they  would  stay  and 
xcc  ju.ilue  inijKirtially  done. 

It  Wijuhl  he  impertinent  to  trouble  your  Exc'' with  many  circumstances 
that  occurred  in  this  barbarous  riot,  Messrs.  Thomas  Hart,  Alexander 
Ntnrtin,  Nfichacl  Holt^  John  Littcrell  (Clerk  of  the  Crown)  and  many 
otheni  were  severely  whipped.  Col.  Gray,  Major  Lloyd,  M'  Francis 
Nash,  John  Cot>ke,  lyree  Harris  and  sundry  other  persons  timorously 
made  their  escape  or  woidd  have  shared  the  same  fate.  In  about  four 
or  fivt  hours  their  nige  seemed  to  subside  a  little  and  they  permitted 
me  io  ndjotirn  Court  and  conducted  me  with  great  parade  to  my  lodg- 
ings. Col*  Fanning  whoiw  they  had  made  a  prisoner  of  was  in  the 
tvening  iK'rwitted  to  rotiim  to  his  own  House  on  his  word  of  honour  to 
iurrtmler  himself  next  day.  At  about  ten  o'clock  that  evening,  I  took 
an  opportxtnity  of  making  my  escape  by  a  back  way,  and  left  poor  Col. 
FMHiind  And  the  little  Borvnigh  in  a  wretched  situation.  .  .  . 

The  number  <4  Insurgents  th.tt  ap|ieared  when  the  Riot  fint  beg;an 
^NM,  I  think,  abowt  one  hundret)  tand  fifty,  tho*  they  ooostantly  increased 
Ibf  Ivro  di^  UnA  k«pt  «  number  with  iire  arms  at  aboat  a  mile  distance 
hiom  Tbnm  rctdlf  to  fikl)  on  nbcneoet  they  frere  called  for.  This  amount 
h  OOMnKMclcd  by  tovne  ami  bettered  b}-  others ;  ccxtaan  it  is  that  a 
lilfe  wmiher  otf'  wka  cottsUnt)y  lay  near  the  Tofsv,  whether  they  had 
MUM  ov  not  u  not  )iK  siMicifiilly  octcramccL 

An  vK  ImiiImi  w  ooMMClNif  HMBBoran^  S^pcnor  Govt  «eil  oo  niy 
i^iiHwt  nlwww  tttt  t^ak  mn  wliwMr  Iw^  — «»  ^^^tiaJL  I  made 
fVfty  eHott  i»  m^  potrtr  c«MUlct  villi  wt^  Ottoe  and  Ac  IXity  the 
ISwikk  ii  fiMMlM  10  ciwn  M  yvcMrre  |Hmc  nn  ^ood  imou,  oot 
m  dl  t^ewfte  ^  that  k«».)  ««te  tnrftrtn^  rtiimji  it  wok  advisable 
li»¥rN4  «|»CMNt  ih«n  all  «mI  he  Madte  a  MMit  ^%e  fir  ibe  sport  & 

Ka  Uy  lfa»w»  l<>  tiii  t|y<i»  Miii^  t<«^  naAnin^i  «ith 
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151.   An  Eye- Witness  of  the  Boston  Massacre  {ijjoj 

BY   JOHN    TUDOR 

TuHor  waa  a  Boston  merchant  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  the  Bttrring  events  in 
that  city  from  1732  to  179J.  The  soliiiers  who  fired  on  this  occasion  were  imlictccl 
for  murder,  defended  by  John  Adams,  and  acijmttcd.  —  Hibliwgrapliy  :  Winaor,  A'ijr- 
rative  and  Critical  Ilisfory^  VI,  85-S8,  and  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  111,  3J-4O; 
Channing  ami  Hart,  Guide,  §  135. 

ON  Monday  Evening  the  ^^  current,  a  few  Minutes  after  9  O'Clock 
a  most  horrid  murder  was  committed  in  King  Street  before  the 
Customhouse  Door  by  8  or  9  Soldiers  under  the  Command  of  Cap'  Tho* 
Preston  drawn  of  from  the  Main  Guard  on  the  South  side  of  the  Town- 
house. 

This  unhappy  affair  began  by  Some  Boys  &  young  fellows  throwing 
Snow  Balls  at  the  sentry  placed  at  the  Customhouse  Door.  On  which 
8  or  9  Solders  Came  to  his  assistance.  Soon  after  a  Number  of  people 
colected,  when  the  Cap'  commanded  the  Soldiers  to  fire,  which  they  did 
and  3  Men  were  Kil'd  on  the  Spot  &  several  Mortaly  Wounded,  one  of 
which  died  next  morning.  The  Cap'  soon  drew  off  his  Soldiers  up  to 
the  Main  Guard,  or  the  Conseqtiencis  mite  have  been  terablc,  for  on 
the  Guns  fiering  the  people  were  alarm''  &  set  the  Bells  a  kinging  as  if 
for  Fire,  which  drew  Multitudes  to  the  place  of  action.  Lev*  Governor 
Hutchinson,  who  was  commander  in  Chefe,  was  sent  for  &  Came  to  the 
Council  Chamber,  w[h]ere  sora  of  the  Magistrates  attended-  The  Gov- 
ernor desired  the  Multitude  about  10  O'Clock  to  sepperat  &  go  home 
peaceable  &  he  would  do  all  in  his  power  that  Justice  shold  be  don  &c. 
The  29  Rigiment  being  then  under  Arms  on  the  south  side  of  the  Town- 
house, but  the  people  insisted  that  the  Soldiers  shoulil  be  ordered  to 
their  Barracks  1*  before  they  would  sepperat,  Which  being  don  the  peo- 
ple sepperated  aboute  i  O'Clock.  —  Cap'  Preston  was  taken  up  by  a 
warrent  given  to  the  high  Sherif  by  Justice  Dania  &  Tudor  and  came 
under  Examination  about  2  O'clock  &  we  sent  him  to  Goal  soon  after 
3,  having  Evidence  sufficient,  to  committ  him,  on  his  ordering  the  sol- 
diers to  fire :  So  aboute  4  O'clock  the  Town  became  quiet.  The  next 
forenoon  the  8  Soldiers  that  fired  on  the  inhabitants  was  allso  sent  to 
Goal.  Tuesday  A.  M.  the  inhabitants  mett  at  Fancuil  Hall  &  after  som 
pertinant  speches,  chose  a  Committee  of  15  Gentlem"  to  waite  on  the 
Lev'.  Governor  in  Council  to  request  the  immediate  rcmoveal  of  the 
Troops.    The  message  was  in  these  Words.     That  it  is  the  unanimous 
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'ipimou  »t  'tr.s  Mfrtin::.  'hat  r.e  nnabiianis  .v  ioidierv  can  no  longer 
livf  u>i;t*»her  11  -iiiorv  .  :t::\i  vjinin^  Jiui  "ALitonaiv  -le  expected  ro  restore 
thf  ic.uL'  It  '.ne  '"■■wii  x  Te^oiu  'Jlooii  v  -.'.irna^e.  but  the  removal  of 
tho  Troops  Hid  nai  ve  iiost  er^eaiiv  ;.iray  us  Honor  that  his  power 
»\:  :iulitanLtf  nav  ".-•e  ,'\crted  :br  "heir  naiant  removai.  His  Honor's 
\\c\iiv  \vas.  (.Tomiinen  '  .i:n  ^'xtreemiv  som*  :br  :he  mhappy  difference 
\-  .'sjuMMilv   !i  -he  ast   ;!-.-«i:i^l;  v  "^iicnirie.Mii  :faat  :t  .vas  not  in  his  power 

V'w  \oovtr  KiV'i^  v.uj  lot  'atisKicfjr*'  :o  :he  Inhabitants,  as  but  one 
i\XiiiU"Mt  ^JK'uii;  ■■•e  -tr»i?ovcr*.i  :o  ::ie  'Jaitie  'Jarracks.  In  the  .iftemooti 
!tic  T-'wn  Viiroitnu'ri  :o  '.''r  S:»vTir^  ^le!;'.:n!inol:rj«,  'br  Fanieiii  Hall  was 
•wn  ".in;  .mioxc^  ;.'  ''Oui  :rttf  'f-'^Me.  :he'r  .>e'.aL:  at  least  3.000,  iom 
^upv's  :  -uvir  i.  'oo.  -^lU'!;  r.ev  .itose  i  Cjiniusirte  :o  waite  on  the  Lev*. 
i'.»'\t'ttoi-  o  c:  wiw  .K  ::5?  .'.".itx'i  x:iow  :hat  nothing  less  will  aatisiy 
(iu-  n-M^i-.  r.v'x  1  oi::i  V  v.-.ie'.::^:*^*  -T^'.iiov.a  .»i  :he  Troops  oute  of 
'.fu-  '■.>%\ft     -"r!>  '?i^!»or  .i:.;   *e!,  tr    r:;^ '_".".::'.e'.:  :ne ''jre  of  ±e  Town. 

I'u-  »'  'uiu'i  Pi-r^.M^  .•\;':t>>c-:  i-.v-u^^'a -^s  u.'  :e  ui-Uiraously  .31  opinion 
■M.ii    I  .v.;>«  ii**<'i'.;iv'V  N.-'-^siir'-   br   *.:-  \i.;:e<;v  ^r.ics.  :he  ZQod  order 

'I     ru'   *"m»m  .vi-  ■::.-.i    •::■    '*-'-.v>  S'a.::.:  ^e    :nme-:iriv  removeil  oute 

•1  -tr  '■>«•!.  --'•>  '.','-"-  vrv.v.xv.v::;:?*.:  t/.s  .idv:ce  m"  iie  Council  to 
v\<i  ^;ir^•^•■.»■.t'  v  .:t'<;:  .  '.v  v.  ,:..:  TtiL-r  "p.e  !'-oop*  icwn  :o  Castle 
\N  in -.iH.  \  if  :u-  '  '.a;  -ct:"'.  "f  "  ';y  "i  'ne  'jr.n«::i  H:;  iave  his 
W.'P-  \   ^\'r.\'f  V    :ri-  '*'*»■:  -    ' 'v.-.v.tvj  ::'.:.:    vc::  'he  Riirinenis  should 

«%•  T-«u'\  •  %■.■!.«■••.  :i' .;\  '":v  .'.vn' -r?'':n  i  :r  ::'.e  T.-wa  Meetinji  ± 
M  :.:i»'v>..  \;;'-f..:»  •:  :'■.-/.::'  x.  .:  "i-.r  ^'vcr  OS  ibove.  which 
*\  !'.  \  I  ,'^  v>-  *•.♦  ;  -iv.:.r  >:    \i:'    -i   :.::•.  >.  v^w'i  n-ide  :he  NEeecing- 

•o  xi  "x  :•-  <■  -o  ^l.•v.■•v  »;•.■<  :s>-s\'. •?:  :ni:  i  ^r^ai  number  ?f  Cren- 
■•%•  iiv  •  ■,;••»■•  ■  -.•  \  .;x  r  v.;  '.'v.^r  .'t'  -::?  7:\vn  i  Tie '-"rson.  which 
.  •iti-v.^-,-    VI  \\:-r.>  ;;•..:   :.".  v.-k>  r.::s"  liT*.::'.  is  "^e  Scidiers  was  all 

f«v\-.«'     *i    I"     ■♦»■   . "  :>;-.;■ 

".,.^:..       v^.^  .■ -..'.f    -•  .:  c^vcrr-.l   :^;-::*jC   :f  :ne  rnrtabitanis.  were 

»•.:.•«    -    :■     'o   .'■-.' V      ,-    :*v^    vvr:;   :.'    ?  :re-:    n   :ne      n  succession 

s-    i     'x'x-.v    •:    \.  ■>.-*    >.;  r:      ■— .■-   >.;.::    '«i  ,• -res    '.i:ne^  Cai«:*Jre'J  i 

>     x  •  N    \    ■  ,  >^     -v-    -.  •  *    -x   ■       ■::>»•.     •,- .   n   :::;  ?l  I'dv  Massacre. 

v'l.     •>.  s:,-  -•,«  •  ■    \-  ■>:••    •:■,->;    -.    -^  «.:•.>  x  ^c.Tr*  n  r.*wn  were 

^'        :  ■    v    v   >«  \:  '■   •-  \ .;    .  s.-  -.::   .'c:.    ::  T^.-stirn.  Chares- 

-••  .":••>.•,  .^•,-  X  >  -•. -i' -  *■■•,•  >c' : -:.  -•.■..->«<  *cm:nir  1  'unction 
'  \  v;  <;-..v  .  ••<•  '"^v;  — ;  -»  " -.:  ':v.  •'..n  V~.-.:;;:^:".  jrrcrece-i  worn 
•..•vv     vv    w    f .: -:  >:— ^-vit.   i' •  ^- ■.',:• :    'V  ir.    mmsics  C.:iii:uii£se  of 
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pe*»ple,  So  numerous  as  to  be  obliged  to  foWow  in  H^nkn  of  4  ^ii  ft 
abreast  and  brought  up  by  a  long    Tnin  of  Carhagei.     The  sorrow 
Visible  in  the  Coiintenaoces»  together  vrith  the  pecnKar  wahmaUf,  I 
pass  description,  it  was  stipp<M'd  that  the  Spectator!  k  tbow  llMI 
low'd  the  corps  amounted  to  1 5000,  sonti  supposed  JO/KMK     Hflfe  1 
Preston  was  tridi  for  his  Life  on  the  affare  of  the  above  Octof/  14  f  77«Kr* 
The  Trial  Listed  5  Days,  but  the  jury  h>rijiight  hjrn  m  not  GuUty, 

WaUam  Tador.  editor^  Deacon  Tndor's  Diary  (ikMfoo,  fH^^  J^l^' 
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» anr  nftan  mwwi  wirftViai  Hi-  •  (vfiMfv^  dtaMrfbinij^  MWRai  dMMt  4f  uMidlt  (to 
miier  Boii  otMwwwjill  mhf  fttsMllmeifoiv  «#  »«  (to  WW  MP  «e  olT  t»iDifinic<<.  Ttof  ito 
c^  ■— w  od  yeiiwHwg  tli»  aate  Q(f  «»wrf  IIh»  aodttf  »y  fewiA^RJ 

KfOVMMB^S^  tx^lk^tttlC];*  ^^  and  Rruci-  jtt^vV.  ^turrtjiv  '?vfn. 
^  '^  ing  vHth  f'jtrh  <«i  liundwd  and  rvdd  chesK  ^t'  rh**  {HtfRtfrt  T-m. 
WtaiiwaiilkrdkRHr^Pltti 

■9fti>  ir^  'Ithey  Have  <r>nen<5vi  do<m  ^  t'ftr  a«;  ro  tv!<?r  it  ro  rtie  ran*  nf 
Coimcdl  or  the  ibim;  HII  stirh  times  a^  they  hear  tVi>m  rtt«r  dietidb  in 
Eji^taiill,  bttt  am  jja-^w^de^d.  rtt)ft1  tH^  ptie$<*tlt'  dl8p<wtSorts  f*f  \f  i}«o|>lK 
(hBBHBJ<«lwr*l*ertiftt(v        :     r      ' 

AinHiMMe}  i(  •  ^tirit  tip. 

«ilii|^it|lori  1 ... 

tlon^ 


J 
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•vvr  wtt»  known :  the  ttgaiuity  ami  particulars  of  wfakh  ptocecdings 
Mr.  I'ttUt^v  wtU  b«  able  to  ttH  vou.  The  consignees  h»e  aO  taken 
Mit  ImMMk*  at  tbt  Cutk;i.as  they  still  penist  in  their  xdosal  lo  take 
IIm  Hft  Wk.  Its  not  vafy  ft  toww  but  the  axmtrf  are  nwimniaus 
%^m>i  ihe  Uutiiii^;  tt.  and  at  the  Mondaf  mad  Toesd^  Meetings  they 
•lltiMl«i  «fc  te  ttuahat  9i  aone  kanOtt^  fan  all  the  mi^ibonng 
hmm't^^kilk^L^mimmilm: — "taHiafel  pHode  anp  penoa  to  pmchase  a 
ymkofi^- — ^^tiHMikttthey  aiealLboi^ihtiiv^vidiaiildetenMBar 

iih%4m^*'  t$^  Bomgvvt  iKrecttums  our  sitnatiaa  ouf  be»  jet  -ouvl 
1»  I)m»  yUKiiJl  enhft  ooaaipiMHfe  df  the  («apie  that  a  snancer  wcmM 
haiOly  Ihiiih  Ihift  M  AoiMBd  vomli  Arins  of  ^  EaM  India 
Ciaiiliy*^^  m^4mm99^I^Wf^utwattage9*mm^hebtK  lart, 
)itl  )li  4  Acnou$  isMlk:  and  if  3— 1%  lnnjlJlii  wifc  ?f  oifaer  Sauiheni 
VMK>%UKv  rcK  sttiafitd  «idi  dtor  qpatm.  heioK  atacM*  poor 

^W  1^  s>v4U4v»  gil  qfeoak  i«lf)fc  ihifc  «r  alMHl  aa  cqoal  rhnwrr  mv. 
viMhH  iMQI^aM  «Mil  int«mai9MKft«Cftaraat;  aAflsai^kBd  k 
lmN««h)i»'^^llft«hiMklilM«ld^vhlBfth■t*^»(».l»cdfa^         sale  of 

)h  «^Kh»«ihihw.MKwwt«iik 

lili.  l^^ti^K  WfHiii^iieQKtpinailhMHtf  ■ata^«»thKtaK«ri 
)^u«  i4^sH^  ih«  tR«;aca«^h»«tt  har  back^itthi^ai 

vteHi%x ,  f ««i  4ht  oabtoA  4Ma^aft  ;e  Jdhnal  hi 

^iMMCr  thiwlin.  'trtriteM  'wt^^n^^^^  >m 

<Mftl<WiftHlp»»Mif4<ith»ti»h[»ihdNMiiriifctCT  ~ 

^nHB^^{VNBWBnHK°^HK^BnBHHO^^HBlVBB-^BfcaA2C  I 


^Mi^lhlhllMb  lhh4h«M9»oatr^^»  i 

^  vfmai^^^^F  ^pwii  ^ip^.  ^Mi^' 

^I^MkbaMii-  ttek^  ^ai^    Ilk 


rttr- 


vT 


linC^il 


No.  154]  The  Boston  Tea- Party  4JJ 

me,  while  drinking  tea  at  home,  to  go  out  and  know  the  cause  of  it. 
The  house  was  so  crouded  I  could  get  no  farther  than  y*  porch,  when  I 
found  the  moderator  was  just  declaring  the  meeting  to  be  dissohfdf 
which  caused  another  general  shout,  out  doors  and  in,  and  three  cheers. 
What  with  that,  and  the  consequent  noise  of  breaking  up  the  meeting, 
you'd  thought  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  infernal  regions  had  broke 
loose.  For  my  part,  I  went  contentedly  home  and  finish'd  my  tea,  but 
was  soon  inform'd  what  was  going  fi»rward :  but  still  not  creditiog  it 
without  ocular  demonstration,  I  went  and  was  iatisfieii.  They  muster'd, 
I'm  told,  upon  Fort  Hill,  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  and  pro- 
ceeded, two  by  two,  to  Griffin's  wharf,  where  Hall,  Bruce,  and  Coffin 
lay,  each  with  x  14  chests  of  the  ill  fated  article  on  board ;  the  two  former 
with  only  that  artick,  but  "f.  latter  airiv'd  at  y!  wharf  only  ^.  day  before, 
was  freighted  with  a  la!;gc  quaatity  of  other  goods,  which  they  took  the 
gtratest  care  not  to  injure  in  the  least,  and  before  nitu  o'clock  in 
yT  evening,  every  chest  from  on  board  the  three  vessels  was  knock'd  to 
pieces  and  flung  over  y*.  sides.  They  say  the  actors  were  Indians  from 
yarragansett.  Whether  they  were  or  not,  to  a  transient  observer  they 
appear'd  as  such,  being  cloatfo'd  in  Blankets  with  the  heads  muffled,  and 
copper  color'd  countenances,  being  each  arin'd  with  a  hatchet  or  axe, 
and  pair  pistols,  nor  was  their  di^d  dif)«fetit  from  wltat  1  conceive 
these  geniusses  to  speak,  as  their  jar^i  wtui  uiiiuiftlligiUle  to  all  but 
themselves.  Not  the  least  insult  wm>  vttnr'd  iv  imiv  p«r»un,  save  one 
Captain  Conner,  a  letter  of  lM>r*c!i  in  tliiti  \\Wjc,  iwi  iiwiiv  years  since 
remov'd  from  dtar  Ireland,  wIh>  \ym\  i\\i\  \\\>  t)»r  \\m\^,  \\\  hih  coat  and 
waistcoat  under  the  ariiiii,  and  wa\a\\\\\^  iua  vplMMiuuiiy  Iim<1  nearly  fill'd 
'em  with  tea,  but  beii»g  det«<;U;d,  woa  hiM»(lk<l  |**«fUy  toughly.  They 
not  only  strtpp'd  him  of  his  ciuaU^,  t;4<  y^\e  liim  m  «,<Mt  of  mud.  with 
a  severe  bruising  into  tlif  bar^^in  ;  iMMi  m\^\\\H  Ixx  0»i?M  uH«;r  aversion 
to  make  any  disturbanci'  prcvcuLc<1  ius  bc»j>g  l^i'd  mixI  Irather'il. 

Should  not  have  troubled  yvit  witli  ll)it>,  by  Uu-i  J'u^i,  iudn'i  I  thought 
you  would  be  glad  of  a  uxort-  puiiicuW  uaam\)\  ifi  Mi  ttnpoHunt  a 
transaction,  than  yuu  couUl  huvc  gUaiii'd  by  cgwim>t>  rcpt^it ;  and  if  it 
affords  my  brother  but  u  (tmpomry  amu;>cuuu)t,  1  slull  be  luorc*  tlwii 
repaid  for  the  trouble  of  writing  it. 

Letters  iff  Ja/m  Aftdre-ws,  l-n/  ,  n/  iio^toft.  ipj  tjjfi;  edited  by  Wiuilugp 
Sargeut.  in  M(ib.s;u:ltusctts  lltbt(jj'ic«il  !>gcicty,  PtQUcdin^is  Ib04-t<i6^, 
(Boston.  1 806),  324  .}i6. 


tM AKr>.«   XXV  — THE   ISSUE  OF  COEMdOS 
I  5 ;;     Th^  First  ComiTicntal   CcmpraB  >  1*^4. 1 

T  .r  »iMii   AitAiii»  yt.t  \f  .<d  MtHtvc      Fin- tbr  FtMi 'luntmsnat  CaiigisK.9eePiat^ 
>»., -114         iiuiiiiMii:  AiK    ''Ifirt.  r-jnfl«r.  ^  ..7: 


'  Sep:      t     X\\Mifipv         \ 


I  trr.  tt»r  ciciccm«<  al  met  mtiie  Ci»-Tw=- 
/  \    fm.  mir;  vnktfC  tr.  tht  Cantemcs  Ball 
wniMt   ut.»  i«».i«  .  •  !»♦»  ;i'  ttK   r:»;nT..  BiiC.  ir  TUT  ctuimns:  wncit  e^  bh 

Km  tMi-  vk.c  t  }!.)i>!  •^iK>n.  «m  !t«  xnicstiin  wu*-  nm.  wn-msr 
!fcii;-'i':i  vitti  tttv  TMiMi  -  mil  r  }utsMPC  H  ttif  nfhfTniatTvs.  £ 
n-M"   '•»    to*  ti'.*jr.ttiN»   ;nu   tiii-t  w^tr^  ;-tiipf*»  rr.iir  ?-%mik%vranut  aiiL  >4nr 

w.'  •  ..'  «•»'-».•»•'(  VT!T  jr—vi-  ouniiv  «i»<'e^  <  vr-«  TssK'.irauie  snctsst.. 
^•"■Ali     V    '-v    An.iuTr.ii'*.    »•    ^'inwr^  t»  ««;    m    nwfguni  imxmBSL  "Ush: 

tvi     •'. '■    •••••tr»»    K-»nn'»i»»fi    T.^tmrnf.   mv.   n-  ms   Rst^Ens>  ianni 

N''»; ".'.    ••       \\x:   S'^-ftikf  '.*    t»v*r    ■^noc.  n    1tui^rs«ate  txhiiuic  »t 

J.)...    ....     V.  ....tvM.  ■•»(   r^>.  f<f\»rf>t.«i   i^jFv  i- wnuu  wt  uiunnouiak. 

T      '■    'n'  ■■'   ^*'.'!    '"'i  'A**.'.  'V:  w».  lioam *nnt9«y   .*nn«n. 

^!.    ;  ;.      ^.  .^* >j  t*,*  ,.rai,  .^11^  1,^  *nniamAiM»? 41-' TtMK  iisi^- 

■ri'.  r    ■ *    ••   ■'.'■■   -'    '.**'    •^v.' 

*         '.      ■  ••    ■':     ."  .       -o*^-**-  ••    ♦♦•1.    ••>,    nr<*»tM    •«:  4»VJ;«TtCe.:  TSftCt?- 

\'  -;  •...—*■.«..  «.,„^    ti-   iixATcnecu:  OIL' on-- 

\  -..    \'  •'%  v»'   •»•*■''»     •••*     ••♦'  ■  V      v«u«).^  twiiri:  OtiT  Kimf 

',    'ej  •Vi:' •?!-  »\'.  .      V.    s»     ^     ►»»^  ".1^       H-  iiu»Hii(»iec  par 

4^* 
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ticularJy  the  method  of  voting,  whether  it  should  be  by  Colonies,  or  by 
the  poll,  or  by  interests. 

Mr.  Henry  then  arose,  and  said  this  was  the  first  General  Congress 
which  had  ever  happened ;  that  no  former  Congress  could  be  a  prece- 
dent ;  that  we  should  have  occasion  for  more  general  congresses,  and 
therefore  that  a  precedent  ought  lo  be  established  now ;  that  it  would 
be  great  injustice  if  a  little  Colony  should  have  the  same  weight  in  the 
councils  of  America  as  a  great  one,  and  therefore  he  was  for  a  com- 
mittee. 

Major  Sullivan  observed  that  a  little  Colony  had  its  all  at  stake  as 
well  as  a  great  one.  ,  .  . 

Mr.  Henry.  Government  is  dissolved.  Fleets  and  armies  and  the 
present  state  of  things  show  that  government  is  dissolved.  Where  are 
your  landmarks,  your  boundaries  of  Colonies?  We  are  in  a  state  of 
nature^  sir.  I  did  propose  that  a  scale  should  be  laid  down  ;  that  part 
of  North  America  which  was  once  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  that  part 
which  was  once  Virginia,  ought  lo  be  considered  as  having  a  weight. 
Will  not  people  complain?  Ten  thousand  Virginians  have  not  out- 
weighed one  thousand  others. 

I  will  submit,  however ;  I  am  determined  to  submit,  if  I  am  over- 
ruled. 

A  worthy  gentleman  (ego)  near  me  seemed  to  admit  the  necessity  of 
obtaining  a  more  adequate  representation. 

I  hope  future  ages  will  quote  our  proceedings  with  applause.  It  is 
one  of  the  great  duties  of  the  democratical  part  of  the  constitution  to 
keep  itself  pure.  It  is  known  in  my  Province  that  some  other  Colonies 
are  not  so  numerous  or  rich  as  they  are.  I  am  for  giving  all  the  satis- 
faction  in  my  power. 

The  distinctions  between  Virginians,  Pennsylvanians,  New  Yorkers, 
and  New  Englanders,  are  no  more.  I  am  not  a  Virginian,  but  an 
American. 

Slaves  are  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  question,  and  if  the  freemen  can 
be  represented  according  to  their  numbers,  I  am  nalisfu'd, 

Mr.  Lynch.  I  differ  in  one  point  from  the  grntleman  from  Virginia, 
that  is,  in  thinking  that  numbers  only  ought  to  determine  the  weight  of 
Colonies.  I  think  that  property  ought  to  be  considered,  and  thai  it 
ought  to  be  a  compound  of  numbers  and  property  that  should  detcrmme 
the  weight  of  the  Colonies. 

I  think  it  cannot  be  now  settled. 
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Mr.  RutUiijiie.  We  have  no  legal  authority;  and  obedience  to  our 
(IctcnutiuUuuii  wiU  only  t\>Uow  the  reasonableness,  the  apparent  utility 
and  ncceb^iiy  «.>i  the  niea:iare9  we  adopt.  We  have  no  coercive  or  legis- 
lative uvithoritv.  i.>ur  con&titttenu  are  bound  only  in  honor  to  observe 
uur  ileienuiiiatiuns. 

Uxn>erHor  Ward.  There  are  a  great  number  of  counties,  in  Virginia, 
very  uue<|iuU  m  point  of  wealth  and  numbers,  yet  each  has  a  right  to 
send  two  members. 

Vr.  U'i,  But  one  reason,  which  prevails  with  me,  and  that  is,  that  we 
are  not  at  this  time  provided  with  proper  materials.  [I]  am  afraid  we 
are  not. 

Mr.  Gaihden,    I  cant  see  any  way  of  voting,  but  by  Colonies. 

Cohtul  Bland.  I  agree  with  the  gentleman  (^[o)  who  spoke  near 
me,  that  we  are  not  at  present  provided  with  materiab  to  ascertain  the 
importance  of  each  Colony.  The  question  is,  whether  the  rights  and 
Uberties  of  America  shall  be  contended  for,  or  given  up  to  arbitrary 
powers. 

Mr.  Pendletan.  If  the  committee  should  find  thems^es  uoaNe  to 
ascertain  the  weight  of  the  Colonies,  by  their  numbers  and  property, 
they  will  report  this,  and  this  will  lay  the  foundation  for  the  Coi^press 
to  take  sfj'ne  other  steps  to  procure  evidaure  of  numbers  and  property 
at  Mroe  future  time. 

Mr.  If/nry.  \  agree  that  authentic  accounts  cadnot  be  had,  if  by 
authenticity  is  meant  attestations  of  officers  of  the  Crown. 

I  go  upon  the  supposition  that  government  is  at  an  end.  AH  dis- 
tinction* are  thrown  down.  .AH  America  is  thrown  into  one  mass^  We 
must  aim  at  the  minutiae  of  rectitude. 

Mr.  Jay.  (J<iuld  I  suppose  that  we  came  to  frame  an  American  coo- 
stimclon,  instead  of  endeavoring  to  correct  the  &u]ts  in  an  old  one  — 
I  can't  yet  think  that  all  government  is  at  an  end.  The  measure  of 
arbitrary  pow  >r  is  not  full,  and  I  think  it  must  run  over,  before  we  under- 
take to  frame  a  new  constitution. 

To  the  virtue,  spirit,  and  abilities  of  Virginia,  we  owe  much.  I  should 
always,  therefore,  from  inclination  as  wdl  as  jttstice,  be  for  giving  \lr- 
ginia.  its  foil  weight. 

I  .im  not  clear  that  we  ou^t  not  to  be  bound  by  a  majority,  though 
ever  so  small,  but  I  only  mentioned  it  as  a  matter  of  danger,  worthy  of 
consitleration.  .  .  . 

7.  Wednesday.      Went  to  Con  ,  heard  Mr.   Duch^  read 
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prayers;  the  collect  for  the  day,  the  ylh  of  the  month,  was  most 
admirably  adapted,  though  this  was  accidental,  or  rather  providential 
A  prayer  which  he  gave  us  of  his  own  composition  was  as  pertinent,  as 
affectionate,  as  sublime,  as  devout,  as  I  ever  heard  offered  up  to  Heaven. 
He  filled  every  bosom  present.  .  .  . 

10.  Saturday.  .Attended  my  duty  upon  the  sub-committee.  Dined 
at  home.  Dr.  Morgan,  Dr.  Cox,  Mr.  Spence,  and  several  other  gentle- 
men, Major  Sullivan  and  Colonel  Folsom,  dined  with  us  upon  salt  fish. 
Rambled  in  the  evening  with  Jo  Reed,  and  fell  into  Mr.  Sprout's  meet- 
ing, where  we  heard  Mr.  Si)ence  preach,  Mr.  Reed  returned  with  Mr. 
Adams  and  me  to  our  lodgings,  and  a  very  sociable,  agreeable,  and  com- 
municative evening  we  had.  He  says  we  never  were  guilty  of  a  more 
masterly  stroke  of  policy,  than  in  moving  that  Mr.  Duch^  might  read 
prayers  ;  it  has  had  a  very  good  effect,  &c.  He  says  the  sentiments  of 
people  here  are  growing  more  and  more  favorable  every  day. 

1 1 .  Sunday.  There  is  such  a  quick  and  constant  succession  of  new 
scenes,  characters,  persons,  and  events,  turning  up  before  me,  that  I 
can*t  keep  any  regular  accounL  .  .  . 

13.  Monday.  .  .  .  dined  with  Mr.  Dickinson  at  his  seat  at  Fair 
HilL  .  .  .  Mr.  Dickinson  has  a  fine  seat,  a  beautiful  prospect  of  the 
city,  the  river,  and  the  countr)-,  fine  gardens,  and  a  ver}'  grand  library. 
.  .  .  Mr.  Dickinson  is  a  very  modest  man,  and  very  ingenious  as  well  as 
agreeable ;  he  has  an  excellent  heart,  and  the  cause  of  his  country  lies 
near  it  He  is  fiiU  and  clear  for  allowing  to  Parliament  the  regulation 
of  trade,  upon  principles  of  necessity,  and  the  mutual  interest  of  both 
coim  tries. 

13.  Tuesday.  Attended  my  duty  all  day  on  the  sub-committee. 
Agreed  on  a  report. 

14-  Wednesday.  Visited  Mr.  Gadsden,  Mr.  Deane,  Colonel  Dyer, 
&c.  at  their  lodg'mgs.  Gadsden  is  violent  against  allowing  to  Parhament 
any  power  of  regulating  trade,  or  allowing  that  they  have  any  thing  to 
do  with  tts.  "  Power  of  regulating  trade,"  he  sa>'s,  "is  power  of  ruining 
us ;  as  bad  as  acknowledging  them  a  supreme  legislative  in  all  cases 
whatsoever ;  a  right  of  regulating  trade  is  a  right  of  legislation,  and 
a  right  of  legislation  in  one  case  is  a  right  in  all ;  this  I  deny."  .\t- 
tended  the  Congress  and  committee  all  the  forenoon ;  dined  with  Dr. 
CoTL  .  .  .  A  mighty  feast  again  ;  nothing  less  than  the  very  best  of 
Claret,  Madeira,  and  Burgundy ;  melons,  fine  beyond  description,  and 
pears  and  peaches  as  excellenL     'Phis  day  Mr.  Chase  introduced  to  ut 
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a  Mr.  Cirroll,  of  Annaprjiis,  a  very  sensible  gentleroan,  a  Roman  Catho- 
lic, .ind  of  the  first  fortune  in  America.  His  income  is  ten  thousami 
(Ktunds  <»icrlin(;  a  year  now,  will  be  fourteen  in  two  or  three  years,  they 
«iv  .  lK*si<lrH,  his  f.ithcr  has  a  vast  estate  which  will  be  his  after  his 
fum-r    .  .  . 

I  7  Sdtnnl.iy.  This  w.is  one  of  the  happiest  days  of  my  life.  In 
(on*;rr-4s  wf  Juil  i^encrous.  noble  sentiments,  and  manly  eloquence. 
rSiN  tUv  ioii\  inri-il  nu*  that  AnuTiva  will  support  the  Massachasecs  or 
[.•«rnNit  wit'u  her.   .   .   . 

e<  >Vv<lTKs«lav.  hiMfd  with  Mr.  R.  Penn  :  Ji  m.ignifictfnc  hocse. 
iihJ  I  f»h»t  ^[iltrmlid  \\tA^t,  jiul  a  ver>  larjje  company.  Mr.  Dick:zs.:c 
iMi.l  i^cftcijl  I  cc  were  there.  jiikI  Mr.  \tovian.  besMi.'.es  j  ^a:  Z'i=i:^r 
■I  i>>t.  ilv«V.;4.i!'''».  Sjienr  the  overiiriiii  tt  home,  wci: »,  .'M-ne!  lie.  Cjicc-rl 
\V  »>iiii»^ii.ji.  rii'  1^1    Shi|»|»eii.  who  c-iine  ;ri  :o  oj-nxiit  *"tn  is.      .    . 

IN'  '  <.'.  \J'iii'.«v  Ihc  Je!i;>tfrit:i.»i!so<' t:»f  C-'iii;rr-a- ir;  ;ri:::  :*ir 
••?  Ml  iM'Hv  .-.■.ii  r'ic  rniiih.  IV'c  >  "i*'  iiud  *•:.  ^vix  .  e^nin;.:.  iir-ra- 
■Kv>,  v(-M'ii*.  •is;nM\0.  \i  I'liiMlv;  lit*  .:f'i:i-'nc*".  :\\  .'.  ..  i  ^i  3  T.!? 
•\tM  '..'•:■.  .1  •  »■  {  !«■  iii«'  ;iin  i  ii  |,>  •»! -j  ■•»-%-'«x-  r*..L  -".  -VT^^T^  — 
•»     1  'ix      ■»    >i.">     ■.»■!»%  •  vs.;.  ■■.\  '»'ilii>4.'-!      -.     "•*."..    ■..     ■*.>   ■.       SILT   _:r..    1 

■  ■■■     '-   ■  ■^   '    -"s.*        X  -vw   »'.i,-.  '..:'..:      J'     «c         :»     iw.         -'-      s     ■_ 

■     ■•     ■     iv  '■  ■'        «»■•■■   ^     ■ '.  ■       ■ "     ..»:.;:?    .::?_    ri^.^j  -..- 

■■' '  ■,        ■•  •  •-  ->     -1.^.      .•       izrv.' r-.iz    T 

■  '■  ■'        ■■  *  ■  , -.■    .       !■!    '.         •,      .iir;r*,-i     rr    ^r*-:?;  ■ 

'    '  ■'  -..■■»■■«».  '.•.■.■-  .1.  -•.!     -.ft*-  7—  •    - 

"        ••  '         ■  ".■■*«.     •.'  !-»>    ■.:.''ii  }    if::: 
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is  no  greater  mortification  than  to  sit  with  half  a  dozen  wits,  deliberating 
upon  a  petition,  address,  or  memorial.  These  great  wits,  these  subtle 
critics,  these  refined  geniuses,  these  learned  lawyers,  these  wise  states- 
men, are  so  fond  of  showing  their  parts  and  powers,  as  to  make  their 
consultations  very  tedious.  Young  Ned  Rutledge  is  a  perfect  Bob-o- 
Lincoln,  —  a  swallow,  a  sparrow,  a  peacock;  excessively  vain,  exces- 
sively weak,  and  excessively  variable  and  unsteady  ;  jejune,  inane,  and 
puerile.  Mr.  Dickinson  is  very  modest,  delicate,  and  timid.  Spent  the 
evening  at  home.  Colonel  Dyer,  Judge  Sherman,  and  Colonel  Floyd 
came  in,  and  spent  the  evening  with  Mr.  Adams  and  me.  Mr.  MifHin 
and  General  Lee  came  in.  Lee's  head  is  running  upon  his  new  plan  of 
a  battalion.  .  .  . 

26.  Wednesday.  Dined  at  home.  This  day  the  Congress  finished. 
Spent  the  evening  together  at  the  City  Tavern ;  all  the  Congress,  and 
several  gentlemen  of  the  town.  .  .  . 

28.  Friday.  Took  our  departure,  in  a  very  great  rain,  from  the 
happy,  the  peaceful,  the  elegant,  the  hospitable,  and  polite  city  of 
Philadelphia.  It  is  not  very  likely  that  I  shall  ever  see  this  part  of  the 
world  again,  but  I  shall  ever  retain  a  most  grateful,  pleasing  sense  of  the 
many  civilities  I  have  received  in  it,  and  shall  think  myself  happy  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  returning  them. 

John  Adams,  Works  (edited  by  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Boston,  1850),  II, 
365-402  passim. 
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BY   GOVERNOR   THE   EARL    OF    DUNMORE 

For  Dun  more,  net  ahx»vc,  No.  135, 

HE  Associations  first  in  part  entered  into,  recommended  by  the 
people  of  this  Colony,  and  a<lopted  by  what  is  called  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  are  now  enforcing  thrfxighoiit  tluH  coimtry  with  the 
greatest  rigour.  A  Committee  has  l^een  c\ut%tn  in  every  ('ounty,  w)nt)%f, 
business  it  is  to  carry  the  A»sociatif>n  of  the  Congress  into  execution, 
which  Committee  assumes  an  authority  Ut  \m\teti  the  UK^ks,  invoices, 
and  all  other  secrets  of  the  trarle  and  corrc«|i<mden*  e  tA  Mer*  liarit«  ;  U} 
watch  the  conduct  of  every  inhabitant,  wMhtmi  dii>tinction,  and  lo  send 
for  all  such  as  come  under  their  suspicir/n  inut  their  pre»erw:e  ;  Ut  inter 
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rtt^tt  then.  Kespecut^  m\.  taaxsat  firiu;3;..a:  tnrr  jiismaa^iaaeK  duink  ic 
Jt)jw?ts^  /i;  their  inouin  .  one  u  lOipiBautt.  ji&  mtn  isnx  c  mdt.  jb>  :tkB!«r 
fine  tnin9^r«--e«tiDj.  what  ttie^  art  new-  iunrm  ^wimipr  u  ;aL  thf  Lams-  i£ 
iht  "^^tifrrras.  ^-hv-t  sti^rmatizit^  i^  tw  atner  tnoL  lavwaq.  mt  AssfessBDr 
</»!  ttfj  '»utraf.>«riUf  anr.  towteK  mot  u  hr  gatgrnHrr  opiiL  our  mmm^vt 
<w.tims  f:>ver«k  (.lountv.  hestdcs.  »  lUMr  axxnnip  x  C-imnHivi  ic  ■»»*t-t 
m\u%n.  t\u^  /^tj  ar.  Jiuieftemien:  i^imnom.  tor  mt  jsvrwec  iw^uk  i£ 
firoti^'tit^-  their  {^jsmmittecfc.  one  u<  it  smnirMsi:  i^zons:  (^^iMnnxmsni. 
if  jvra/svit.  TequiRr.  Tht:  C-ORimittet  b:  not  Comiri  bar  iimcsadsc  «■ 
far  e  u>  "naau  tht  met:  o:  their  Imisiieiidsn:  Cjmnjam.  *d  -^^w^nt^ 
ml;  nrfler<^  wmcr.  ^Anal:  ht  ^«er.  Iheit;  soil  tht  Cjnmiutest  m£  :thsr 

)^  t/  ttu:  t«o«cer  /if  r*n«emmeiii.  whicr.  you:  xjnaaaL.  n.  -^nnr  ietccr 
itf  yV/i-t^mfiff  1 1,  dtwr.s  sauviid  ht  exettec  u  countsra;::  mt  liuiyi ■■■■». 
tiv«idir.'>  mfT>«iiin^  hert.  ]  oat.  aiBurt  toot  Lmtkhu  tno:  c  £^  «iiiiish 
jiHT^^rti'-i,  i:  ntv.  wnn\\\  iwertunteh.  Theit  t  tut  t  lonvs-  o:  -the 
'j*fArj-  u,  U'lr^tnic  trui:  ans.  ex/asp:  ai^  £.  Cj)mmittsr>mai.  Tur  aMUSTr- 
11^'  \}\f  :\niin.  IK  liHiira  was  tiw-  ms:  -^tei  vaaceu.  n  whicr.  mr  mcr.  o: 
itinutu  Ax\t  n<***emineivx-  tninec  equallv  «ntr  ott  ioarsr.  aai:  msanssi 
rfhi  •'i'»rtera  '.'jvir  of  liidu'situct  iv.  tttc  v.o(nn^  s^  mun  ir.  titt  «aiB£ 
|imfti.'::im'frt-  in-  tnnu^  tnert  an  a:  teas:  £  mauxnT^  a:  nt-  &Uissn-> 
ijwra'.u  voM..  «nn  mxHcI;.  art  tiu  hn^s?  O'  tna:  T-outi.  tox'.  wouu: 
^eviii-  Ti«rirint.  tner  dun.  ve:  tut  \jxvrrsT^  ha'rf  ahsoiuteri  rsmser^  u 
ato*tic«  nrr  luftr-c.  «rnuu:  tm-  xtttyate.  alliw-  trt?n-  Tr  attenc  o:  erutsncef 
Xt>  ^imrax  Tiw  Ttti^oi  ^Jon1mOIli^  assajFitfi.  itr.  tn»^  prrvswiimf^.  fc.  ttt* 
viaii'  ij  i  ?'-r  JiiL.  irauci.  -xprrsi.  a:  tm  ias:  «eaBu"a.  o:  .-^sfc-mbr- .  anr- 
r  »  ;  t^oijMIZ'  at;pumsn:  hert.  tha:  nr  nmre-  nu:  tnt:  I^s^nsUtoK  car 
snatjiiEi  ^'-^  aiu.  tut  ?et  Bil.  no:  hsvw;:  neer.  vfuj^ei.  ;■.  tsattrinnter 
D/  ttf  dis«oiuui>i.  lui:  tm:  tntt  catKc  of  iic  nlan^  n?7snD>  loxnioi  a.  « 
iipproin:»u  i.  nteafiurt.  na-  D  eii;n^  thei-  /*«£«»«.  nTii;tnT^.  Tpht  Ji* 
mnnTTou.  o.  ir>n  n.  tnr  dxaaxvitr:  of  ths-  rountr-  aiu.  no:  ,-.  tiw  ti 
avwi  TJBTin;  tn?.  oeoi-  n.  vnua.  manv  of  tni  prmnfu  neooh  ner  art 
mua.  m%'<>fv«. 

Vnti  Tcpan.  tr  tnt  enr-ooraaTni:  o:  tncwc  a>  tvw:  jinnlMiii  iut-xncr 
«x>iinx  nit.  tnu  acnexrtcl.  n.  pnnr3T»it.  ar^isf  x-  xnt^  -nmrrtiotaftt^.  ' 
ntnr-  \rn:  ijordsnii  -ml.  d*  mt  tnc  HKiir;  tt  hfu-c;  .  aar:  tet:  n 
mean  a  m*  Tjow*-  anessarei..  tr  »lwv.  jil  rn.  a««a<4anr;  iKwtttriir  Trtm 
tnm  V  ni  \iatefit'  -  »»orenmim:  ^:a:  1  T>rr«iimi  wir  <  firjKrui  «■?» 
ao:  tnm^    i:  r«r.  extraorciman .  tru:  m.  ntnuwwtxt-  vlKwi.    Aace 


No  154] 


Enforcement  of  the  Association 


441 


unavailing,  against  the  terrours,  which,  on  the  other  hand,  are  held  oat 
by  the  Committee, 

Independent  Companies,  &.C.,  so  universally  supported,  who  have  set 
themselves  up  superiour  to  all  other  authority,  under  the  auspices  of 
their  Congress,  the  Laws  of  which  they  talk  of  in  a  style  of  resj>ect,  and 
treat  with  marks  of  reverence,  which  they  never  bestowed  on  their  legal 
Government,  or  the  Laws  proceeding  from  it  I  can  assure  your  Lord- 
ship, that  I  have  discovered  no  instance  where  the  interposition  of  Gov- 
ernment, in  the  feeble  state  to  which  it  is  reduced,  could  serve  any  other 
purpose  than  to  suffer  the  disgrace  of  a  disappointment,  and  thereby 
afford  matter  of  great  exultation  to  its  enemies,  and  increase  their  influ- 
ence over  the  minds  of  the  people. 

But,  ray  Lord,  every  step  which  has  been  taken  by  these  infatuated 
people,  roust  ineviubly  defeat  its  own  purpose.  Their  Non- Importation, 
Non- Exportation,  &c.,  cannot  fail  in  a  short  time  to  produce  a  scarcity, 
which  will  rain  thottsands  of  families.  The  people,  indeed,  of  fortune, 
may  supply  themselves  and  their  negroes  for  two  or  three  years,  but  the 
middling  and  poorer  sort,  who  live  from  hand  to  mouth,  have  not  the 
means  of  doing  so ;  and  the  produce  of  their  lands  will  not  purchase 
those  necessaries,  (without  which  themselves  and  n^roes  roust  starve,) 
of  the  Merchants  who  may  have  goods  to  dispose  of;  because  the  Mer- 
chants are  prevented  from  turning  such  produce  to  any  account.  As  to 
manufacturing  for  themselves,  the  people  of  Virpnia  are  very  far  from 
being  naturally  indostrious ;  and  it  is  not  by  taking  away  the  principal, 
if  not  the  only  encouragement  to  iwiustry,  that  it  can  be  excited ;  nor 
is  it  in  times  of  anarchy  ar»d  confusion,  that  the  foundation  of  such  im- 
provements can  be  laid.  The  lower  class  of  people,  too,  will  discover 
that  they  have  been  doped  by  the  richer  sort,  who,  for  their  part,  elnde 
the  whole  effects  of  the  AsMMriation  by  which  their  poor  neighbours 
perish.  What,  then,  is  to  deter  those  from  taking  the  shortest  mode  of 
supplying  themselves?  and  unrestrained  as  they  are  by  laws,  from  taking 
whatever  they  want  wherever  they  can  fiml  it? 

The  arbitrary  proceedings  <3t  these  Committees,  likewise,  canoof  fiul 
of  producing  quarrels  and  dissensaoos,  which  will  raise  partisans  of  Gov- 
ernment ;  and  I  am  firmly  penoaded  that  the  Colooy,  even  by  their  own 
acts  and  deeds  moA  be  broogbt  to  see  the  necessity  of  dependtiy  on 
its  mother  coontiy^  and  of  eniMaciag  its  aolbority. 

Peter  Foirce.  conpBer,  Amuruam  Arckivtf^  Foortk  Series  (Wadnagloo,  1837), 
1,  1061-1063. 
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m«nt  (if  thr  Krievnncct  uf  the  colonists. —  Bibliugraphy:    Winsor.  A«rr«rtw  «m/ 
CrttKat  ffntorv,  VI,  io8;   Krothingham,  ^i"*^  0/  the  ReptMu,<kLX\ 
lUfl.  r/Mi<//,  H  I3'>>  '.17* 

liKCLARATION  /^v  the  Representatives  i»/Mr  Uniial  C^inief 
of  Norfh- America,  mrtv  met  in  Congress  at  Phil^de^^kia^  seUhfg 
/fifth  the  Causes  arui  Necessity  of  thtir  taking  up  Arms.  .  .  . 

Ouf  Forefathers,  Inhabitants  of  the  Island  of  Grtmt-Brbmkm^XdtL^ 
Nattw  laiiii,  to  &cck  on  these  Shores  a  Resuieoce  for  csrO  aad  1 
Freedom.     At  the  Expence  of  their  Blood,  at  the  Huard  of  iiheir 
Foitiuci,  withoQt  tbe  least  Charge  to  the  Coamvy  Irmb  wincii  tlicy 
Wioind,  by  unctaaiQg  Labour  aJMl  an  uncooqaeRiUe  Spiot,  ikeyt 

i  k  tlw  diMUBt  lad  inikoflpiuble  Ullds  9f . 
Willi  — rtBM  and  •ariike  Nariotts  of  HMtdttiaasL—Sodeiies  or  Gov^ 
,  vc^eu  viIb  petKct  li(;gisiilvmk»  vere  KWKa 
tll»Oo««wMdwl 
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dutiful,  zea]ous,  and  useful  Senrices  during  ihc  War,  though  «>  m*^cni 
and  amply  acknowledged  in  the  roost  honourable  Manner  hy  \ 
Majesty,  by  the  late  King,  and  by  Parliament.  couM  n»»t  Hrtve  thrui 
from  the  meditated  Innovations.  —  Parliament  v^as  inrtuenoctt  lo  iuK»pl 
the  pernicious  Project,  and  assuming  a  new  Power  over  them,  have 
in  the  Course  of  eleven  Years  given  such  decisive  Speiimon-*  of  the 
Spirit  and  Consequences  attending  this  Power,  as  to  Icavo  no  iKmht 
concerning  the  Effects  of  Acquiescence  under  it.  They  h,iive  inul<*r« 
taken  to  give  and  grant  our  Money  without  onr  Coiiscnl,  ihimnU  we 
have  ever  exercised  an  exclusive  Right  to  dispose  of  our  ovvn  rmprtty  ; 
Statutes  have  been  passed  for  extending  the  Jiirisdiriion  uf  CoiiriN  hI 
Admiralty  and  Vice- Ad  mirahy  beyond  their  ancient  Limits;  fnr  dr|irivin]( 
us  of  the  accustomed  and  inestimable  Privilegt?  ijf' Trial  Ivy  Jury  in  i  asi:'! 
affecting  both  Life  and  Properly  ;  for  suspcniling  tin*  l.egintalnri'  h(  out 
of  the  Colonies  ;  for  interdicting  all  Commerce  to  the  Capital  <»f  atutther ; 
and  for  altering  fundamentally  the  Form  of  Cfovcrnmeni  r»tiil4Nlir«l  by 
Charter,  and  secured  by  Acts  of  its  own  Ix-'gislaturc  uotcmnly  mnliinird 
by  the  Crown  ;  for  exempting  the  "  Murderers  "  «)f  ColuniHtH  fruni  d  ^nl 
Trial,  and  in  Effect,  from  Punishment;  for  rrcrling  in  a  neiKlib<M*r(f»j( 
Province,  acquired  by  the  joint  Arms  of  Grfttf  /ttifttifi  a«jd  Amftiot,  a 
Despotism  dangerous  to  our  very  Exintenrc  ;  and  for  <jiiiirlering  S<4fUrr» 
upon  the  Colonists  in  Time  of  profound  Peace.  It  ban  nUo  liern  rrniilvrd 
in  Parliament,  that  CobnislH  charged  with  committing  i.erlftln  iJi^ervt^, 
shall  be  transported  to  England  to  be  trird. 

But  why  should  we  enumerate  our  Injuries  in  detail  }  lly  oor  Hln(Mt« 
it  is  declared,  that  Parliament  can  **of  right  mwk^  l^w»  to  blml  m  tH 
ail  Cases  whatsoever,^*  What  i»  to  defcrul  U)»  AKulniit  wi  eiM>fffViil«,  #»> 
unlimited  a  Power?  Not  a  tingle  Man  of  thov  wh/f  Jk^mwmp  W,  l«  tWmf}\ 
by  us ;  or  is  stibject  to  oiir  Omiroal  or  Influefir/" ;  l/<if  tm  %\\t>  f  tm^fuff, 
they  are  all  of  them  exempt  from  the  O^perMum  of  t^uh  tdtw**,  tttvi  ttft 
American  Revenue,  if  not  rJivert«d  itijm  lh*r  tnt\rm)\A^  \*u*\<^f^^  t>,i 
which  it  U  raised,  would  ar^tiuUly  lighten  Iheif  tmn  \UH(Um  \n  \'i 
as  they  increase  oofiu  We  mm  iJie  M(i»rf 
would  reduce  v.    Wefcrfc»V«M»llliN«MM. 

the  llirooc  as  SappttcMls;  wm  rtMtmt&f  wtt  t%f^*ft*4*M^l  Wfth  i'Mfhu- 
ment  in  ibe  ommC  mUd  mA  Accent  f  j«ifMH^ 

AdmitiHi/atioa  frariMe  fhM  we  ^^M  f  -  t^p^ftf^n^tt  M^i^ 

^mes  at  Fneeaes  ovgM  19  4o,  <kfm  *0§f  f'M^- *  ^frt  4#^^*  *'    "  '  ""  * 
The  ladipmlfiii  €4  iht  Am^rUant  mm  Hm§4^  H  h 
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it  was  the  Imlignation  of  a  virtuous,  loyal,  and  affectionate  People. 
A  Congress  of  I)e1cgates  from  the  United  Colonies  was  assembled  at 
IWaiMphia,  on  the  Ji/th  Day  of  last  September,  We  resolved  again 
to  offer  an  liumbie  and  dutiful  Petition  to  the  King,  and  also  addressed 
our  Fellow  Subjects  of  Great- Britain.  We  have  pursued  every  tem- 
prr.ile,  every  respectful  Measure ;  we  have  even  proceeded  to  break 
ort"  our  roumu'rcial  Intercourse  with  our  Fellow  Subjects,  as  the  last 
peaceable  Admonition,  th;it  our  Attachment  to  no  Nation  upon  Earth 
should  supplant  our  Attachment  to  Liberty.  —  This,  we  flattered  our- 
selves, was  the  ultimate  Step  of  the  Controversy :  But  subsequent  Events 
have  shewn,  how  vain  was  this  Hope  of  finding  Moderation  in  our 
Knenues.  ,  .  . 

...  In  brief,  a  jurt  of  these  Colonies  now  feel,  and  all  of  them  are 
sure  A  fechu};.  as  ixx  as  the  Vengeance  of  Administration  can  inflict 
them,  the  cv>siipUcAte\l  ^\Uamitie$  of  Fire,  Sword,  and  Famine.  We  are 
^<^ll^e^l  iv»  the  aliei  native  of  chusing  an  unconditional  Submission  to 
iSe  i\!.i:v.«\  ot  isi:tau\l  Ministers,  v>r  resi>:ance  by  Forve.  —  The  latter 
i>  v'V.:  ohxv.e.  Ue  h,\^e  vw.u'.evl  the  v\>s:  of  :h:s  ccr.iest.  and  find 
:?.•:>  *^  x»  J.:e.uii.:*  as  \o*.:r^:ar\  S.iver*  — Hono-r,  T.:*::ce.  and  Hu- 
•vav:^.  •.: '.•-.•  •>  :.f-ve!\  :*»  v.- •.-••.,=.;::  :^a:  r:w\:'z:  which  ■>?  received 
■.:v;v  .*.'.  ,i.i  .1*:  V:vi*>:o:s.  j.v.  »^v':  ,c-  -.r-r.x^rr:  ?c*:er,r>-  have  a 
;-^^;  :.*  -.vw  »e  ".*.v  .  s.  ^^i-  *-.i  vv;  ;rv..r?  i.^.e  riiTiv  o^c  f-:!:  of 
"vx^...  •  \i  ^  ^Miv.-   '^  vWv..f.v\?>  :.'  .v.:  •'x:.">f,i:;fss  ^hich  :=iriubly 

x>.    .  V  >w    >    .^-      s'.    ,  •  ..'L'   ^  .vrvvi       A>-    rr^rrj.  x?s:crc?s  ore 


"  ,     ^.    .  ■.   ■.  .'»     .0.  >  :■• 

■*  ■*->-V-     •-'^  >»>  »*-    .:.>.- 1  rvvs  .-.    .^f   .'■••jr«    ri'.  .^zr 

.•.■-•  .^.  ■.  "»..>.       *..      T.-v 

"*■.  ■     .'XV  ••.-..:».     rv-v     X'  -■;.      :s.  ?.*    r«    -xl'^i    ji:.-» 

.   ■*..>    v.-    ,»-.        ^      .   .,'l     •.    .-, 

"v.               .    fcs    -tW   V*-"'*'      ■   '    "■*    ''-•'    "r^iS'TC  ?CT2?C^"". 

\            -vV-.        .-,•    ^v.  _ 

.   >.     ,\,-\  >t>.      f   •     -x.    .''v';:..r.  ;>^-■  ."•  SB^rsi^ .: 

.v         '^        .-.v  .  .    >     .  w         s 
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'..        .:.              ^        V.      .V.V         .. 
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>..  .          .    »                 *,              .    \.' 
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from  Great- Britain,  and  establishing  Iiideijendenr  States.  We  fight 
'  not  for  Glory  or  for  Conquest.  We  exhibit  to  Mankind  the  remarkable 
Spectacle  of  a  People  attackeil  by  unprovoked  Enemies,  without  any 
imputation  or  even  suspicion  of  Offence.  Tney  boast  of  their  Privileges 
and  Civilization,  and  yet  proffer  no  milder  Conditions  than  Servitude  or 
Death. 

In  our  own  native  I^and,  in  defence  of  the  Freedom  that  is  our  Birth- 
right, and  which  we  ever  enjoyed  till  the  late  Violation  of  it  —  for  the 
protection  of  our  Property,  acquired  solely  by  the  honest  Industry  of 
our  fore- fathers  and  ourselves,  against  Violence  actually  offered,  we  have 
taken  up  Arms.  We  shall  lay  them  down  when  Hostilities  shall  cease 
on  the  part  of  the  .-Aggressors,  and  all  danger  of  their  being  renewed 
shall  be  removed,  and  not  before. 


Journals  0/ Congress^  Sept.  5»  1774-Jan.  i,  1776  (Philadelphia^  1777)*  1. 
148  passim. 
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156.  A  Diatribe  on  the  American  Arguments  (1775) 

BY   DOCTOR    SAMUEL   JOHNSON 

This  piece,  by  the  most  eminent  man  of  letters  then  living  in  the  Englwb- speaking 
world,  is  a  reply  to  the  declaration  in  No.  1 55,  and  an  example  of  Ihe  fierce  logic 
of  the  ultra-Tory  party  in  England,  —  Uibliography  of  Johnson :  Winsor,  A'arrative 
ami  Critical  History^  VI,  109-   G.  Kirheck  Hill,  Beiwei/'s  Johnfott,  II,  J12-J17. 

THE  Congress  of  Philadelphia,  an  assembly  convened  by  its  own 
authority,  has  promulgated  a  declaration,  in  compliance  with  which 
the  communication  between  Britain  and  the  greatest  part  of  North  Amer- 
ica is  now  suspended.  They  ceased  to  admit  the  im]>urtati(jn  t>f  J^iiglish 
goods  in  December  1774,  and  determine  to  permit  the  exportation  of 
their  own  no  longer  than  to  November  1775. 

This  might  seem  enough,  but  they  have  done  more.  They  have 
declared,  that  they  shall  treat  all  as  enemies  who  do  not  concur  with 
them  in  disaffection  and  perveresness  [perverseness],  and  that  they  will 
trade  with  none  that  shall  trade  with  Britain.  .  .  , 

These  hostile  declarations  they  profess  themselves  ready  to  maintain 
by  force.  They  have  armed  the  militia  of  their  provinces  and  seized 
the  publick  stores  of  ammunition.  They  are  therefore  no  longer  sub- 
jects, since  they  refuse  the  laws  of  their  Sovereign,  and  in  defence  of 
that  refusal  are  making  open  preparations  for  war,  .  .  . 
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.  .  .  They  have  tried  to  infect  the  people  of  England  with  the  con- 
tngi<m  of  disloyalty.  Their  credit  is  happily  not  such  as  gives  them 
inilncni  c  proportionate  to  their  malice.  When  they  talk  of  their  pre- 
tendrd  \n\m\\n\{'\^s  j^uarranfirt/  fiy  the  plighted  faith  of  Government^  and 
the  most so/emn  vom/>iiits  with  English  Sot'ereigns^  we  think  ourselves  at 
liUorty  to  inquire  when  the  faith  was  plighted  and  the  compact  made ; 
and  when  wc  can  only  find  that  King  James  and  King  Charles  the  First 
imMuise^l  the  settlers  in  Massachuset's  Bay,  now  famous  by  the  appella- 
ti\Mi  of  lUvfttxMiians.  exemption  from  taxes  for  seven  years,  we  infer  with 
Mr.  MAU\(uit.  that  hy  this  >Wrmn  ivm/^i-t,  they  were,  after  the  expiration 
ol  the  Mi|MtUte\t  term.  IiaNc  tvi  taxation. 

WiUN  ihev  api^v  to  vMir  ivm|vtssion.  by  telling  us,  that  they  axe  to  be 
*  Ain^l  l>\MW  thotr  v^^tt  cxHmtrv  to  be  tried  for  certain  ofiinKcs,  we  are 
<^H  '«\^  uMxU  t\*  |Mt\  thtfuu  A*  K*  aiix-tse  them  not  to  odend.    X^liOe  they 

Alt^  «^Wv\V«t  th\"X  AW  V»>f. 

XX«>.\  <V\  «\'tt  v><"  U«(s  nuvie  e\pwsjslT  K>r  thesr  panishment,  we 
A^>\^h\'*.  \N.*i  x;vv  '.V  A^N*v  <«f\b;Nv^  wifw  jlNi-jl«^  rc^isiubwe.  and  that  the 

\X\>\  *^  >x  v^v.  iS«  rV  «K\ie  ?x^«t:  cf  Rxc.-.-  s  cisressed  for  a 

w»'v\V  "^SN^TNN-^:  ,v  A  v«.  »v^  '•\w?«  a;  t>r!r  siMtr^irssciesB :  ix  wie  know 
l>»^<  ;S^  v-*"^  >*•    "S.V4r,srk.  w-  aT  r^  JBs».v*itri*i  Tccn-aiK*.  are  aow  in 

A  ••••>     .V>    ^-v   :  vv   K^v   »t>   rKr  suttee   nvvw      Es%r.  vtr  «ff*j^\i  the 

•V>  «"\  .v*<^  V>**«vv  i«t*Vv.4>v»  v:  ss  Sf.'»;?sr  :nrTf  s  tit-  3iK<d  c«  a 

-vv.«"%v>  V  V...,    Syx.   s.t^,\.v^>    .^Ns.A»-»,  Who:  ws^  "aif  Tca- 

k'.V"-*^'v  •...*.-.  »*xvK-«x,    i-».    — V,--.-  ;^^TOnn^  sssdojosL. 

*  Vv -^     « >•    V   ^•»-.^»>     .IN.     «>^.-f.*,    v^-  5©rl.  nms-  ^' 

■>-    Sv    V  V.      y^^,    ,..,,    s.-.v-.:v^:  ine  xm;  x: 

-x       •  *^>.   ..X*    ...   >» .  V  -s     '^N~'-i    s'«    ~-vi^  a?  ox   eri 
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Sam  Johnson's  Diatribe 

That  governoiirs  have  been  sometimes  given  them  only  that  a  great 
man  might  get  ease  from  importunity,  and  that  they  have  had  judges 
not  always  of  the  deepest  learning,  or  the  purest  integrity,  we  have  no 
great  reason  to  doubt,  because  such  misfortunes  happen  to  ourselves. 
Whoever  is  governed  will  sometimes  be  governed  ill,  even  when  he  is 
most  concerned  in  his  own  government. 

That  impro[)er  officers  or  magistrates  are  sent,  is  the  crime  or  folly 
of  those  that  sent  them.  When  incapacity  is  discovered,  it  ought  to 
be  rempved ;  if  corruption  is  detected,  it  ought  to  be  punished.  No 
government  could  subsist  for  a  day,  if  single  errors  could  justify 
defection. 

<  )ne  of  their  complaints  is  not  such  as  cm  claim  much  commiseration 
from  the  softest  bosom.  They  tell  us,  that  we  have  changed  our  con- 
duct, and  that  a  tax  is  now  laiti  by  Parhament  on  those  which  were 
never  taxed  by  Parliament  before.  To  this  we  think  it  may  be  easily 
answered,  that  the  longer  they  have  been  spared,  the  better  they  can 
pay. 

It  is  certainly  not  much  their  interest  to  represent  innovation  as 
criminal  or  invidious  :  for  they  have  introduced  into  the  history  of  man- 
kind a  new  mode  of  disaffection,  and  have  given,  I  believe,  the  first 
ex.imple  of  a  proscription  published  by  a  Colony  against  the  Mother- 
country. 

To  what  is  urged  of  new  powers  granted  to  the  Courts  of  Admiralty, 
or  the  extension  of  authority  conferred  on  the  judges,  it  may  be 
answered  in  a  few  words,  that  they  have  themselves  made  such  regida- 
tions  necessary  ;  that  they  are  established  for  the  prevention  of  greater 
evils  ;  at  the  same  time,  it  must  be  observed,  that  these  powers  have 
not  been  extended  since  the  rebellion  in  America.  .  .  . 

It  were  a  curious,  but  an  idle  speculation  to  inquire,  what  effect  these 
dictators  of  sedition  expect  from  the  dispersion  of  their  letter  among 
us.  If  they  believe  their  own  complaints  of  hardship,  and  really  dread 
the  danger  which  they  describe,  they  will  naturally  hope  to  communi- 
cate their  own  perceptions  to  their  fellow-subjects.  But  probably  in 
America,  as  in  other  places,  the  chiefs  are  incendi.iries,  that  hope  to  rob 
in  the  tumults  of  a  conflagration,  and  toss  brands  among  a  rabble  pxs- 
sively  comliustible.  Those  who  wrote  the  Address,  though  they  have 
shown  no  great  extent  or  profundity  of  mind,  are  yet  probably  wiser 
than  to  beheve  it :  but  they  have  been  taught  by  some  master  of  mis- 
chief, how  to  put  in  motion  the  engine  of  poUtical  electricity  ;  to  attract 
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by  the  foonds  of  Libeftj  asxi  Fropeity.  to  repel  bf  those  of  Fopery  and 
Slarcnr ;  and  to  give  the  great  stroke  bv  the  Dame  of  Bosiocl. 

Whex  sabofdiaate  ooamMinities  oppose  the  decrees  of  the  general 
legislature  with  deliuioe  tfans  audacioiiSk  and  malignity  thus  acnmooioas, 
nothiiig  seoMini  but  to  oooqiier  or  to  jidd ;  to  allow  dieir  chum  of 
indepcBdeiice,  or  to  reduce  them  by  fecce  to  salwaiwiiw  and  ale- 
giance.  ,  .  . 

While  these  different  opinioos  are  i^giiated,  it  seems  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  Legislature,  that  force  shall  be  tried.  Meo  of  the  pen 
have  seldom  any  great  skill  in  conqoeni^  kiogdoms,  but  ihej  hare 
strong  inchnatkm  to  give  advice.  I  camaot  forbear  to  wish,  that  this 
commotion  amy  cod  witfaoiit  bhwdshed,  and  that  the  rebds  may  be 
aobdued  by  terroor  rather  than  by  vidcnoe ;  and  therdbiv  reoommend 
snch  a  force  as  may  take  a«ray,  not  only  the  power,  hot  the  hope  of  re- 
iirtaooe,  and  by  conquering  wtthoot  a  bsttle,  save  msay  from  die  stwonL 

Ir  their  obstinacy  cootiniies  withoot  actnsl  bostiitics*  it  amy  perhaps 
be  moUified  by  tormog  out  the  soklicis  to  free  qoarten.  foibiddipg  any 
pemoal  craeky  or  hart.  It  has  been  proposed,  that  the  slaves  should 
be  act  free,  an  act  which  surely  the  lovers  of  fiboty  cannot  but  com- 
mtad.  If  they  are  fiinushed  with  fiie  arms  lor  defence,  and  ntensili 
tar  faMbaodry,  and  aettied  in  aome  sionpfe  fcitm  of  government  vithn 
Che  oonniry,  they  may  be  more  grateful  aod  honest  than  their  masios. 

Fas  be  it  from  any  E^giiahman  to  thiist  for  the  blood  of  his  felow- 
SBbyects.  Ihose  who  most  dcsenre  our  resentment  are  «nha|ipily  at  leas 
diMaaoe.  The  Americans,  when  the  Stamp  Act  was  fine  pnsposed, 
ondonblcdly  disliked  it,  as  every  nation  dislikes  an  hnpoat ;  hot  they 
had  no  thooght  of  reaatmg  it,  till  they  wcic  enmmagcd  and  radted  by 
Emopcan  inldUgnce  from  men  whom  they  thonght  their  friends,  but 
who  were  friends  only  to  themsetres. 

Oir  the  original  oontrivers  of  miscfaief  let  an  insnlicd  natioo  poor  out 
ils  vengeance.  Widi  whatever  design  they  haw  inflamed  this  pcfnidaas 
coolest,  they  are  ihenndvcs  eqoaBy  dclestabie.  If  they  nish  anocess 
to  the  CoAooies,  they  are  traiton  to  thb  ooootry ;  if  they  wish  their 
dekait  they  are  traitors  at  once  to  America  and  England.  To  them 
aod  them  ooJy  miisi  be  imputed  the  ioterraption  of  commerce,  and  the 
Bitrrics  of  war,  the  sorrow  of  those  that  shall  be  rained»  and  the  blood 
of  those  that  shal  faU. 

[Samod  /ohnwo],  TtuatMrn  a»  Tyrammj ;  nn  Amiwotr  tm  tke  RetohM^tu  and 
Addttu  9f  Iht  Am*ricaM  Cmffress  (Loodoo,  177$)^  ^y%T  piusim. 
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157.   The  Tyranny  of  King  George  Third  (1776) 

BV    CHIEF   JUSTICE    WILLIAM    HENRY    DRAYTON 

DraytoD  was  one  of  the  most  ardent  patriuts,  and,  as  in  tht&  instance,  often  made  hia 
charges  to  the  grand  jury  statements  of  the  xA.merkan  grievances.  His  arraignment 
of  the  king  marks  a  change  frum  the  first  theor>',  that  *'  wicked  ministers  "  alone  were 
responisibic  for  bad  measures.  —  Bibliography :  W'insor.  JVarrativt  and  Critical  Hil- 
ti)ry\  VI,  119;   Tyler,  Literary  Hi  star y  of  ike  Hevoitttion^  1,  49 1 -493. 

South-Carolina. 

A  T  an  adjournment  of  the  court  of  genrra!  sessions  of  the  peace,  oyer 
'^^  a  mi  te  i  m  iner,  assize  and  gen  era!  goal  delivery,  h  eld  a  t  C  f  larl  e  s  to  w  ti , 
for  the  district  of  Charles  town,  on  Tuesday  the  2yi  day  of  April,  1776, 
before  the  Hon,  William  Henry  Drayton,  Esq  \  Chief  f us tice,  and  his 
associates  Justices  of  the  colony  of  South  Carolina,.  .  ,  . 

With  Joyful  acclamations,  our  ancestors  by  act  of  assembly  passed  on 
the  i8lh  day  of  August  1 72 1,  recognized  the  British  monarch  :  the  virtues 
of  the  second  George  are  still  revered  among  us  —  he,  was  the  father  of 
his  people  :  and  it  was  with  exLacy  we  saw  his  grandson  (ieorge  the  Third 
mount  the  throne  possessed  of  the  hearts  of  his  subjects. 

But  alas  !  Almost  with  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  his  subjects 
felt  causes  to  complain  of  government.  The  reign  advanced  ^ — the 
grievances  became  more  numerous  and  intolerable  —  the  complaints 
more  general  and  loud  —  the  whole  empire  resounded  with  the  cries 
of  injured  subjects  !  At  length,  grievances  being  unredressed  and  ever 
increasing  ;  all  patience  being  borne  down  ;  all  hope  destroyed  ;  all  confi- 
dence in  royal  government  blasted  !  —  Beho!d  t  the  empire  is  rent  from 
pole  to  pole  !  perhaps  to  continue  asunder  for  ever  [ 

The  catalogue  of  our  oppressions,  continental  and  local,  is  enormous. 
Of  such  oppressions,  I  will  mention  only  some  of  the  most  weighty. 

Under  colour  of  law,  the  [king]  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain  have 
made  the  most  arbitrary  attempts  to  enslave  America. 

By  claiming  a  right  to  bind  the  colonies,  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

By  laying  duties  at  their  mere  will  and  pleasure,  upon  all  the  colo- 
nies. 

By  suspending  the  legislature  of  New- York. 

By  rendering  the  American  charters  of  no  validity,  having  annulled 
the  most  material  parts  of  the  charter  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay. 

By  divesting  multitudes  of  the  colonists  of  their  property,  without 
legal  accusation  or  trial. 
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By  depriving  whole  colonies  of  the  bounty  of  providence  on  their  own. 
proper  coasts ;  in  order  to  coerce  them  by  famine. 

By  restricting  the  trade  and  commerce  of  America. 

By  sending  to,  and  continuing  in  America,  in  time  of  peace,  an  armed 
force  without,  and  against  the  consent  of  the  people. 

By  granting  impunity  to  a  soldiery  instigated  to  murder  the  Americans. 

By  declaring,  that  the  people  of  Massachusetts  Bay  are  liable  for 
offences,  or  pretended  offences  done  in  that  colony,  to  be  sent  to,  and 
tried  for  the  same  in  England,  or  in  any  colony,  where  they  cannot  have 
the  benefit  of  a  jury  of  the  vicinage. 

By  esublishing  in  Quebec  the  Roman  Catholic  religion,  and  an  arbi- 
trary government ;  instead  of  the  Protestant  religion  and  a  free  govern- 
ment. .  .  . 

Thus  forced  to  take  up  arms  in  our  own  defence,  America  yet  again 
most  dutifully  petitioned  the  king  that  he  would  *  be  pleased  to  direct 
some  mode,  by  which  the  united  applications  of  his  faithful  colonists  to 
the  throne,  in  presence  of  their  common  councils,  might  be  improved 
into  a  happy  and  permanent  reconciliation ;  and  that  in  the  mean  time> 
measures  might  be  taken  for  preventing  the  fiirther  destruction  of  the 
lives  of  his  majesty's  subjects  : '  —  But,  it  was  in  vain  !  .  .  . 

In  this  enlightened  age,  humanity  must  be  particularly  shocked  at  a 
recital  of  such  violences ;  and  it  is  scarce  to  be  believed,  that  the  British 
tyranny  could  entertain  an  idea  of  proceeding  against  America,  by  a 
train  of  more  dishonourable  machinations.  But  nothing  less  than  abso- 
lute proof  has  convinced  us,  that  in  the  carrying  on  the  conspiracy 
against  the  rights  of  humanity,  the  tyranny  is  capable  of  attempting  to 
perpetrate  whatever  is  infamous.  .  .  . 

...  Oh  Almighty  director  of  the  universe  !  What  confidence  can  be 
put  in  a  government  ruling  by  such  engines,  and  upon  such  principles  of 
unnatural  destruction  !  A  government,  that  on  the  2  ist  day  of  December 
last,  made  a  law,  rx  post  facto^  to  justify  what  had  been  done,  not  only 
without  law,  but  in  its  nature  unjust !  a  law  to  make  prize  of  all  vessels 
trading  in,  to,  or  from  the  United  Colonies ;  a  law  to  make  slaves  of  the 
crews  of  such  vessels,  and  to  compel  them  to  bear  arms  against  their 
conscience,  their  fathers,  their  bleeding  country  !  The  world,  so  old  as 
it  is,  heretofore  had  never  heard  of  so  attrocious  a  procedure.  It  has  no 
parallel  in  the  registers  of  tyranny.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  our  liberties  and  safety  cannot  be  depended  upon,  if  the  King 
of  Great  Britain  should  be  allowed  to  hold  our  forts  and  cannon  ;  or  to 
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have  anthority  orer  a  single  regime&t  in  America,  or  a  single  ship  of  w«r 
in  our  ports ;  for  if  he  holds  our  forts,  he  may  turn  them  against  ua,  aa 
he  did  Boston  against  her  proprietors.  If  he  acquires  our  cannon,  he 
will  effectually  disarm  the  colony ;  if  he  has  a  command  of  troops  among 
usy  even  if  we  raise  and  pay  them,  shackles  are  fixed  upon  us  —  witness 
Ireland  and  her  national  army.  The  most  express  act  of  parliament 
cannot  give  us  security ;  for  acts  of  parliament  are  as  easily  repealed  ai 
made.  Royal  proclamations  are  not  to  be  depended  upon — witneu 
the  disappointments  of  the  inhabitants  of  Quebec  and  St.  Augustino. 
Even  a  change  of  ministry  will  not  avail  us ;  because,  notwithstanding 
the  rapid  succession  of  ministers,  for  which  the  British  court  has  been 
famous  during  the  present  reign,  yet  the  same  ruinous  policy  ever  con* 
tinued  to  prevail  against  America.  In  short,  I  think  it  my  duty  to  de- 
clare, in  the  awfiil  seat  of  justice,  and  before  Almighty  (iod,  that  in  my 
opinion,  the  Americans  can  have  no  safety  but  by  the  divine  favour, 
their  own  virtue,  and  their  being  so  prudent,  as  not  to  leave  it  in  the 
power  of  the  British  rulers  to  injure  them.  Indeed,  the  ruinous  and 
deadly  injuries  received  on  our  side  ;  and  the  jealousies  entertained,  and 
which,  in  the  nature  of  things,  must  daily  encrease  against  us  on  the 
other ;  demonstrate  to  a  mind  in  the  least  given  to  reflection,  upon  the 
rise  and  fall  of  empires,  that  true  reconcilement  never  can  exist  tietween 
Great  Britain  and  America,  the  latter  being  in  subjection  to  the  former. 
The  Almighty  created  America  to  be  independent  of  Britain  —  I<et  us 
beware  of  the  impiety  of  being  backward  to  act  as  instniments  in  the 
Almighty  hand,  now  extended  to  accomplish  his  purpose ;  and  by  the 
completion  of  which  alone,  America,  in  the  nature  of  human  affairs,  can 
be  secure  against  the  craft  and  insidious  designs  of  her  enemies,  who 
think  her  prosperity  and  power  already  by  far  Ux}  great.  In  a  word, 
our  piety  and  political  safety  are  so  blended,  that  to  refuse  our  labours 
in  this  divine  work,  is  to  refuse  to  be  a  great,  a  free,  a  pious,  and  a 
happy  people  I 

[John  Alroon,  compiler],  T^  Remtmhrancirf  1776  (London,  1776),  Part  f(, 
320-330  passim. 
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is  too  deep  to  draw  it  up  solely  from  malevolence;  it  occurs  to  me 
therefore  that  if  he  could  obtain  any  answer  it  would  be  tacitly  ac- 
knowledging him  and  his  coUegues  in  the  capacity  they  assume,  and 
consequently  admitting  the  right  of  the  rebel  colonies  to  make  such 
appointment,  and  to  be  united  states ;  and  perhaps,  if  he  does  not  suc- 
ceed in  this  object,  publishing  something  in  Europe  that  may  carry  the 
air  of  our  having  acted  with  cruelty,  which  I  am  certain  no  officer, 
either  military  or  civil,  in  my  service  would  be  guilty  of.  They  certainly 
could  not  make  much  distinction  among  rebels,  but  if  they  have  erred  1 
should  rather  think  it  has  been  in  too  much  civility  towarrls  them.  .  .  . 

[Jan.  13,  1778.]  ...  It  also  appears  from  these  letters  that  Franklin 
and  Deane  either  have  no  power  of  treating,  or  that  they  are  not  cn- 
clined  to  furnish  any  lights  how  an  accommodation  can  be  cffcrtcri ;  for 
whilst  nothing  short  of  independency  will  be  accepted,  I  rlo  not  think 
there  is  a  man  either  bold  or  mad  enough  to  presume  tr>  treat  fc^r  the 
mother  country  on  such  a  basis.  Perhaps  the  time  may  come  when  it 
will  be  wise  to  abandon  all  North  America  but  Canada,  Nova  Sf  otia, 
and  the  Floridas,  but  then  the  generality  o(  the  nation  must  see  it  ftr%i 
in  that  light,  but  to  treat  with  Independence  can  never  be  fXMsibic.  ,  .  . 

What  I  have  now  to  propose  is,  that  without  loss  of  time  the  mode  (rf 
conducting  the  American  war  be  deliberated  upon,  that  JjjT(\  Amherst 
be  examined  at  the  Cabinet  on  the  subject ;  he  is  clear  that  after  the 
disaster  of  Burgoyne  not  ess  than  an  additional  army  to  what  is  there  at 
present  of  40,000  men  can  carry  on  with  any  effect  an  offensive  larxl 
war;  that  a  sea  war  is  the  only  wise  plan;  that  the  (iteventin^  the 
arrival  of  military  stores,  ck»thing,  ztifi  the  other  articles  necessary 
from  Europe,  most  distress  them,  and  make  them  cf/me  into  what 
Britain  may  decently  coDoent  to ;  that  at  this  hour  they  will  lauj^h  at 
any  proposition.  .  .  . 

What  is  stin  more  material  to  be  settled  is  the  plan  rxi  wWw  h  Admin- 
istration is  to  rcpell  the  different  attacks  of  f>pp<jsifi<'/n  when  Farham^nt 
meets,  as  to  the  calling  for  papers,  the  proposrng  en*'|rtirie-;,  ^f .  This 
must  be  digested  by  yoa,  and  I  hope  is  already  so  nearly  rf^f\y  tr,M  y^i 
may  open  the  whcAt  bo  the  Cabinet  wheit  next  it  m<f<»ts,  j^rw-J  have  a 
minate  taken,  that,  when  the  d^Mrte  [c<'>m<s  on]  in  ^i^i^h  ff<'n>ses  cm 
the  state  of  tie  nadoa,  from  want  of  previoiw  c/iVfterr  the  r/>nd«K  r  m«y 
not  be  oppoaiie. 

W.  BocBkam  Dooae.  crftror.  Tk^  C^resf(md€me  frf  Kim;  Ofyirrgi  the  'fhird 
with  L^rd  Xartk  <  Lnn«ion.  i8^7j.  1 1.  JJ-Tf^/tfyww. 
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CHAPTER  XXVI— THE  PATRIOTS 
159.    •* Liberty  Tree"  <  1775) 

W  TBOMAS  PADCE 

AtiBe  wm  tine  •cm  of  a  «txnnakcr  is  Eaiebnd.  and  rni%yrir<1  to  Amezica  in  &e 
ante  of  liic  pohbcaJ  faccateiDenx  uf  1774.  His  vancms  punpfatets  had  a  wide  and 
prpwrifal  infhirnrc.  —  BJhlic^Tapfatr :  Ty\cs^Li;ky-my  Sistof^afAr  l:emiMtamL.'L^:»~ 
4jt.  —  For  tfac  UbcttK  Tree,  see  'WinKic,  Mtmariml  Histon-  of  Basam,  III,  159. 

IX  A  duoicA  of  light  from  i3k  ji^icms  of  drr, 
Tbc  Goddos  of  Laberrj  csmc  ; 
TcD  thnmaTtd  nclrsriaik  directed  liie  ipst. 

And  hidter  condDcced  liw  dame. 
A  SOT  Imdding  ^itbik:^  fi  ciui  t^hy  gHrdcns  Abow, 

Wbere  mflboiK  m'itfa  ndlbais  agive. 
She  liruiigln  in  her  liazkd,  ss  a  pledge  of  ber  loipe. 
And  like  plsnt  idie  namftd,  Liberty  Tfre, 


The  cfttrBrial  exotic  strac^  deqp  in  tiie  fronnd, 

L&e  a  nmvt  a  ^uriidi'd  and  bore. 
The  iamt  of  its  frnit  drrw  the  luticms  aroimd. 

To  sed:  om  this  peaceaUe  sdiore. 
Vmnindlal  of  names  or  distinctions  iber  came. 

For  freemen  Ukc  brotherB  agree, 
Wi^  one  s^nrit  endued,  the?'  one  friendship  pmsncd, 

And  their  lienple  was  Uhrrfy  int, 
45* 
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Beneath  this  fair  tree,  tike  the  patriarchs  of  old, 

Their  bread  in  contentment  they  eat, 
Unvex'd  with  the  troubles  of  silver  and  gold, 

The  cares  of  the  grand  and  the  great. 
With  timber  and  tar  they  Old  England  supply'd, 

And  supported  her  power  on  the  sea ; 
Her  battles  they  fought,  without  getting  a  groat, 

For  the  honour  of  Liberty  tree. 

rv. 

But  hear,  O  ye  swains,  (*tis  a  talc  most  profane,) 

How  all  the  tyrannical  powers, 
King,  Commons,  and  Lords,  are  uniting  amain, 

To  cut  down  this  guardian  of  ours  ; 
From  the  east  to  the  west,  blow  the  trumpet  to  arras, 

Thro'  the  land  let  the  sound  of  it  flee, 
Let  the  far  and  the  near,  — ^  all  unite  with  a  cheer, 

In  defence  of  our  Liberty  tree. 

Atlanticus. 

Thomas  Paine,  editor^  The  Pennsylvania  Magazine^  July,  1775  (Philadelphia^ ^ 
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160.    A  Troublous  Year  in  a  Country  Village 

(1776) 

BY  REVEREND   STEPHEN    WILLIAMS 

Williams  was  the  first  miiKister  at  Longmcadow,  Ma»»achu5ttt»,  HIb  diary  Rivca 
a  picture  of  the  life  of  a  small  village  in  the  tumultuous  Revolutionary  times.  —  Bihli- 
ography  of  civil  life  during  the  Revolution  :  Win»or,  Narrative  and  Critical  Hiiiory^ 
VI,  ch.  i,  and  bibliographical  notcii. 

JANUARY  I,  1776  —  Grant  us  help  in  this  day  of  trouble:  a  very 
remarkable  year  past ;  the  most  that  I  ever  saw  —  unnatural  war, 
great  sickness,  and  remarkable  drought.  100  years  ago  we  were  in 
a  struggle  with  the  Indians,  who  rose  up  in  rebellion  and  designed  the 
ruin  of  the  country,  but  God  preserved  us.  In  the  year  past  the  leader* 
of  our  nation  have  sent  troops  to  subdue  and  bring  us  under  in  thisi 
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country,  to  submit  to  their  arbitrary  and  tyrannical  nieasores.  Much 
blood  has  been  shed  —  towns  destroyed.  I  do  humbly  pray  that  God 
would  humble  and  reform  us,  and  heal  our  backslidings,  and  yet  regard 
us  in  our  low  estate,  and  relieve  us  in  this  calamity,  and  grant  that  real 
religion  may  yet  ro-ive  and  flourish,  and  that  we  may  know  Ciod  and 
turn  to  Him  and  accept  the  punishment  of  our  sins,  and  answer  the 
ends  of  it 

5  —  By  post  we  have  the  king's  speech  to  Parliament  and  observe 
that  he  seems  resolutely  set  to  bring  the  Americans  under.  O  Lord,  be 
pleased  to  restrain  the  vrrath  of  man  and  cause  it  to  praise  thee.  — 
12  —  Report  that  the  great  mortar  and  some  cannon  are  brought  through 
the  woods  from  Ticonderoga.  \\Tiat  the  design  is  I  do  not  know.  The 
Lofd  mercifully  regard  and  help ;  otherwise  all  these  schemes  and  pains 
and  labors  and  expenses  wiU  be  to  no  purpose. 

March  28  —  ITiis  day  our  military-  company  was  called  together  and 
chose  their  officers.     I  prayed  with  them  at  the  meeting  boose. 

April  9  —  1  hear  of  tumults  and  disorderly  practices,  stupidity,  hard- 
ness of  heart,  atheism,  and  unbdief  pre^'aiL  The  British  ministry  breathe 
out  cruelty  against  the  colonies  stilL  Things  look  darker  and  darker. 
21  —  Sabbath,  and  a  quiet  Sabbath.  No  alarm  or  tumuli,  praised  be  God- 
May  I .  —  A  report  of  20,000  troops  at  Halifax  from  England,  not  yet 
oonBniied. 

July  24.  —  A  number  of  people  gathered  together,  some  dressed  Uke 
Indians  with  blankets,  and  manifested  uneasiness  with  those  that  trade 
in  rum,  molasses,  sugar,  etc.  I  understand  that  a  number  went  to  Mer- 
chant Cokon's  and  have  again  taken  away  his  goods.  I  don't  see  the 
justice  or  equity  of  it  Many  don't  approve  of  it  bat  have  not  resoln- 
tioo  enough  to  interpose  and  endeavour  redress.  I  am  fearful  of  special 
CfOttblM  in  this  place,  not  only  on  account  of  Samuel  Colton*s  goods, 
but  also  because  several  of  our  people  are  going  into  service  in  Connecl- 
ical,  and  so  our  quota  will  be  deficient  and  possibly  men  may  be  drafted. 

August  It.  —  This  day  I  read  pubhckly,  being  required  thereto  by  the 
PiroviDdal  Council,  the  Declaration  of  the  Continental  Congress  for 
Independency,  it, — Joseph  Burostead  (a  trust j  man  servant  of  the 
family)  and  grandson  Stephen  set  out  for  Roxbury  to  join  the  army. 

14  — Sabbath.  This  day  a  number  of  soldiers  came  Irom  town  on  their 
I  march  to  the  south  wd  and  break&sted  eastward  of  Dea.  EUy  s.  Not  so 
p>niuch  itttemiplloo  ss  we  feared.  The  men  behaved  with  moderation. 
if  are  under  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Lee,  who  is  gone  down  the  other  side. 
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16  —  Report,  probably  true,  that  our  forces  at  Quebec  have  met  with 
a  great  rebuff.  Gen,  Monlgomery  killed,  Col.  Arnold  wounded,  70  mca 
killed,  300  taken. 

Sept.  4  —  Awfi.1l  work  ;  our  troops  driven  from  Long  Island  ;  reports 
more  affecting  and  distressing  ;  thousands  destroyed,  especially  Connect- 
icut people.  6  —  A  gentleman  of  intelligence  came  from  New  York 
and  gave  me  a  more  favorable  account.  12  —  Re^wrt  of  regulars  and 
Indians  coming  down  the  Mohawk  river  towards  Albany  ;  likely  to 
divide  our  forces  and  distress  us  on  every  side.  Report  that  the  licn- 
eral  Court  has  voted  that  every  fifth  man  of  our  militia  l>c  ready  at  a 
minute's  warning.  14  —  In  the  evening  an  order  came  lo  have  the 
militia  ready  at  a  minute's  warning.     Sabbath  disturbed. 

Oct.  I  —  Several  persons  inimical  to  American  liberty  brought  to  town 
some  confined  in  the  jail ;  others  carried  to  Worcester,  brought  from  the 
Westward,  near  Hudson  river. 

Nov.  16  —  This  day  a  number  of  men  called  tories  were  escorted  by 
a  party  of  armed  men  and  came  to  Dea.  Ely's  and  break  fa>»ied,  from 
Long  Island,  who  have  showed  themselves  unfriendly  to  the  libcrtifsi 
of  .America.  Lord  grant  moderation  and  kindness.  25 —  IJ.irk  weather, 
dark  things,  stupidity,  and  obstinacy  j  disregard  of  the  business  of  the 
house  of  God. 

30  — Military  Co.  called  together  at  a  minute's  warning  to  go  wher- 
ever called.     Ptoplf  donU  appear  fommni, 

December  4  —  Our  soldiers  begin  lo  return  that  cnliHtcd  for  a  slated 
time,  and  people  seem  engaged  to  get  money,  and  I  fear  l>y  opprewsiion 
and  unjust  measure.  6  —  Reported  a  brge  tied  appears  before  New 
London.  People  are  in  a  fright  and  the  Connecticut  militia  Jltw  king 
down  to  New  London. 

31  — The  last  day  of  the  year.  It  has  been  one  of  the  mo«l  remark- 
able in  the  history  of  America,  The  |»cople,  by  ihcir  Cor»grr«»,  have 
declared  Independency,  and  the  king'**  trooj))»  and  lltctn  are  come 
against  us.  Battles  have  been  fought  ;  forth  and  townn  taken  ;  niu«  h 
blood  shed  ;  many  taken  captive  and  wounded  ;  many  Mck,  and  nuny 
have  died  in  our  anny.  SirkneM  ha«  everywhere  prevailed ;  deathi 
have  been  many ;  a  day  of  daxkne»»  indeed, 

[R.  S.  Starrs  and  other*,  editor*],  frtHntiiniii  nl  Ihe  (tntenntnl  C*lthratutn 
cf  the  Jniorporatum  of  tkt  Town  of  ijfHfimeadow  ((  HartfordJ,  l94l4),  3lo- 
2\z  pasiim. 
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Cbe  new  of  the  lajRiiiMs  a»  lo  die  piocai  fay  Mrnktb^  Revo- 
-  -  -.-.--.  -      to  the 


twptbc 
I  wm  brovcM  aboaL    SwA  vklooe 
,— BiMiogaphyi  u  No.  i«6 


YOUR  Mwimmg  the  gorenunenit  cf  MMacfaoMtts  Bsjr,  Hiafccs  it 
winf rrwiry  tor  me  10  nakie  asf  i|Mlogf  far  addressing  foa  in 
rflMi  pufeiii*  miiiHfi'y  nmlicry  uuui  by^  Joc|QiiBbiig  y^  uiit  it  is  to  rcprc- 
ftest  to  yoa  the  distresses  of  sonoe  of  those  people;  viio^  frosD  a  sense  of 
thetr  duty  to  the  king,  axirl  a  leycicaice  far  his  Isws,  h>re  behaved 
qaietiy  and  peaceably ;  and  for  vfakh  leasoo  they  ha\T  been  deprired 
€(  their  liberty,  abased  in  their  peraons,  and  safioed  socfa  barbsroos 
cfochies,  insults,  and  incfignitics*  besides  the  loss  of  their  piopMtjr,  by 
the  hands  of  lavteis  nM>bs  and  riots^  as  voold  have  been  disgiaoefid 
even  kx  ssirages  to  hare  committed.  Hie  courts  of  jnstice  being  airat 
Up  in  most  parts  of  the  province,  and  the  jostices  of  those  oootts  com- 
'  peled  by  armed  force,  beaded  by  some  who  are  members  of  your 
[Coivress,  10  refrain  from  doing  their  duties,  at  present  it  is  rendered 
ilmpfacticable  for  those  saflerers  to  obtain  redress,  unless  it  be  by  yoor 
[tetcrposition,  or  the  aid  of  military  force,  which  will  be  applied  for  in 
■e  this  application  fails.  A  particular  enumeration  of  all  the  instances 
referred  to,  is  apprehended  unnecessary,  as  many  of  your  members  are 
personally  knowing  to  them,  and  for  the  informatioo  of  any  of  you  who 
may  pretend  ignorance  of  them,  the  following  instances  are  here  men- 
tioned. In  August  last,  a  mob  in  Berkshire  forced  the  justices  of  the 
covrt  of  Common  Pleas  from  their  seats,  and  shut  up  the  court-house. 
They  also  drove  David  IngersoU  from  his  bouse,  and  damaged  the  same, 
aad  he  was  obliged  to  leave  his  estate ;  after  which  his  enclosures  were 
laid  waste.  At  Taunton,  Daniel  Leonard  was  driven  from  his  house, 
and  bullets  fired  into  it  by  the  mob,  and  he  obliged  to  take  refuge  in 
Bo«»ton,  for  the  supposed  crime  of  ot>eving  his  Majesty's  requisition  as 
one  of  his  council  for  this  province.  Colonel  Gilbert,  of  Freetown,  a 
firm  friend  to  government,  in  August  last  being  at  Dartmouth,  was  at- 
tacked at  midnight  by  a  mob  of  about  an  hundred,  but  by  his  bravery, 
with  the  assistance  of  the  femily  where  he  lodged,  they  were  beaten  off. 
The  same  night  Brigadier  Ru^^tes  was  also  attacked  by  another  party, 
who  were  routed  after  having  painted  and  cut  the  hair  off  of  one  of  his 
horse's  mane  and  taiL   Afterwards  be  had  his  arms  taken  from  his 
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dwelling-house  in  Hardwick,  all  of  which  are  not  yet  returned.  He  had 
at  another  time  a  very  valuable  English  horse,  which  was  kept  as  a 
stallion,  poisoned,  his  family  disturbed,  and  himself  obliged  to  take 
refuge  in  Boston,  after  having  been  insulted  in  his  own  house,  and  twice 
on  his  way,  by  a  mob.  The  chief  justice  of  the  province  in  Middle- 
borough,  was  threatened  to  be  stopped  on  the  highway  in  going  to 
Bk)ston  court,  but  his  firmness  and  known  resolution,  supporting  gov- 
ernment in  this  as  well  as  many  other  instances,  intiraidated  the  mob 
from  laying  hands  on  him ;  he  was  also  threatened  with  opposition  in 
going  into  court,  but  the  terror  of  the  troops  prevented.  The  whole 
bench  were  hissed  by  a  mob  as  they  came  out  of  court.  In  September, 
Mr.  Sewall,  his  Majesty's  Attorney-General  for  Massachusetts  Bay,  was 
obliged  to  repair  to  Boston  for  refuge.  His  house  at  Cambridge  was 
attacked  by  a  mob,  and  his  windows  were  broken,  but  the  mob  was  beaten 
off  by  the  gallant  behavior  and  bravery  of  some  young  gentlemen  of  his 
family.  About  the  same  time  the  Lieutenant-Governor  Ohver,  president 
of  his  Majesty's  council,  was  attacked  at  Cambridge,  by  a  mob  of  about 
four  thousand,  and  was  compelled  to  resign  his  seat  at  the  board,  since 
which,  upon  further  threats,  he  has  been  obliged  to  leave  his  estate,  and 
take  refuge  with  his  family  in  Boston.  .A.t  V\'orcester,  a  mob  of  about 
five  thousand  collected,  prevented  the  court  of  Common  Pleas  from 
sitting,  (about  one  thousand  of  them  had  fire-arms,)  and  all  drawn  up 
in  two  files,  compelled  the  judges,  sheriffs,  and  gentlemen  of  the  bar, 
to  pass  them  with  cap  in  hand,  and  read  their  disavowal  of  holding 
courts  under  the  new  acts  of  parliament,  not  less  than  thirty  times  in 
their  procession.  Daniel  Oliver,  Esq.,  of  Hardwick,  was  disarmed  by 
a  mob,  and  has  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Boston^  to  the  total  loss 
of  his  business.  Colonel  Phips,  the  very  reputable  and  highly  esteemed 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Middlesex,  by  a  large  mob  was  obliged  to  prom- 
ise not  to  serve  any  processes  of  courts,  and  to  retire  to  Boston  for  pro- 
tection from  further  insults.  Colonel  Saltonstall,  the  very  humane 
sheriff  of  the  county  of  Essex,  has  been  obliged  to  take  refuge  in  Boston, 
to  screen  himself  from  the  violence  of  the  mob.  The  court  of  Common 
Pleas  was  forbidden  to  sit  at  Taunton,  by  a  brge  mob,  with  a  justice 
acting  as  one  of  their  committee.  At  Middleborough,  Peter  Oliver, 
Esq.,  was  obliged  to  sign  a  paper,  not  to  execute  bis  office,  under  the 
new  acts.  .  .  . 

The  Plymouth  protesters,  addressers,  and  Riilitary  officers,  were  com- 
pelled by  a  mob  of  two  thousand,  collected  from  Plymouth  and  Barn- 


I 


I 


I 

I 


The  Patriots 


[1775 


lUblc  cminties,  to  recant  and  resign  their  military  commissions.  Thomas 
FoHtcr,  l^^sq.,  an  ancient  gentleman,  was  obliged  to  run  into  the  woods, 
ami  had  like  to  have  been  lost,  and  the  mob,  although  the  justices,  with 
Mr.  Foster,  were  sitting  in  the  town,  ransacked  his  house,  and  damaged 
his  fiirniture.  He  was  obnoxious  as  a  friend  to  government,  and  for 
that  reason  they  endeavored  to  deprive  him  of  his  business,  and  to  pre- 
vent even  his  taking  the  acknowledgment  of  a  deed.  Richard  Clark, 
Esq.,  a  consignee  of  the  tea,  was  obliged  to  retire  from  Salem  to  Boston, 
OS  an  asylum  ;  and  his  son  Isaac  went  to  Plymouth  to  collect  debts,  but 
in  the  night  was  assaulted  by  a  mob  and  obliged  to  gel  out  of  town  at 
midnight.  Jesse  Dunbar,  of  Halifax,  in  Plymouth  county,  bought  some 
fat  cattle  of  Mr.  Thomas  the  counsellor,  and  drove  them  to  Plymouth 
for  sale  ;  one  of  the  oxen  being  skinned  and  hung  up,  the  committee 
came  to  him,  and  finding  he  bought  it  of  Mr.  Thomas,  they  put  the  ox 
into  a  cart,  and  fixing  Dunbar  in  his  belly,  carted  him  four  miles,  and 
there  made  him  pay  a  dollar,  after  taking  three  more  catde  and  a  horse 
from  him.  The  Plymouth  mob  delivered  him  to  the  Kingston  mob, 
which  carted  him  four  miles  tlirther,  and  forced  from  him  another  dollar, 
then  delivered  him  to  the  Duxborough  mob,  who  abused  him  by  throw- 
ing the  tripe  in  his  face,  and  endeavoring  to  cover  him  with  it  to  the 
endangering  his  life.  They  then  threw  dirt  at  him,  and  after  other 
abuses  carried  him  to  said  Thomas's  house,  and  made  him  pay 
'  another  sum  of  money,  and  he  not  taking  the  beef,  they  flung  it  in  the 
road  and  quitted  him.  Daniel  Dunbar,  of  Halifax,  an  ensign  of  militia 
there,  had  his  colors  demanded  by  the  mob,  some  of  dke  selectmen 
being  the  chief  actor&.  He  refused  ;  they  broke  into  bis  liODse,  took 
him  out,  forced  htm  upon  a  rail,  and  after  keeping  him  for  two  or  three 
hoars  in  such  abuses,  he  was  forced  to  gi\-e  his  cotors  op  to  save  his  life. 
A  coostable  of  Hatdarick,  for  refusing  Co  pay  his  colleclkns,  dixecdy 
oonUaiT  to  the  oath  of  hb  office,  was  booad  and  confined  six  and  thirty 
)  boors,  and  threatened  with  being  sent  to  Simshury  mnie&  His  wife 
i  bdpg  da^gefOttsiy  ill,  he  was  lelcased  after  sigiiipg  «  aomcdii^g  which 
[due  of  the  mob  had  prepared  for  Ubl  The  onb  cnmminifif  of  the 
nrty  of  Yoih,  m&tttd  tbttt  no  omt  Aofo/tA  hire  any  of  Sir  William 
ppeppeicl^  estates^  hay  no  wood  of  bma*  or  pay  any  ddus  dae  to  him. 
In  Fehraary,  at  Flymaath,  a  nomber  of  bdies  attetaplrd  indivcxt  then- 
aekes  at  their  assembly  room,  bat  the  mob  coiected,  (the  commitlee 
J  having  met  previons  thucau^i  and  mmg  stones  which  bfolpe  the  ahmtefs 
mu  amnow^  mm  OMn^gefCQ  ttcv  faiv&    'they  mere  fonood  in  get  ont 
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of  ihe  hall,  and  were  pelted  and  abused  to  their  own  homes.  After 
this  the  ladies  diverted  themselves  by  riding  out,  but  were  followed  by 
a  mob,  pelted  and  abuseti,  with  the  most  indecent  Billingsgate  lan- 
guage. These  things  happened  at  the  lime  when  some  of  the  people  of 
Plymouth,  in  conjunction  wth  the  committee  men  from  other  towns  in 
that  county,  aided  and  assisted  by  four  dissenting  clergymen,  were  pre- 
senting to  General  Gage,  by  their  memorial,  the  peaceable  state  they 
were  in  before  the  arrival  of  a  party  of  soldiers  at  Marshfield,  in  that 
county. 

The  Honorable  Israeli  Williams,  Esq.,  one  who  was  appointed  of  his 
Majesty's  new  council,  but  had  declined  the  office  thniugh  infirmity  of 
body,  was  taken  from  his  house  by  the  mob  in  the  night,  c:arrictl  several 
miles,  put  into  a  room  with  a  fire,  the  chimney  at  the  lop,  ihe  doors  of 
the  room  closed,  and  kept  there  for  many  hours  in  the  smoke,  till  his 
life  was  in  danger;  then  he  was  carried  home,  after  being  forced  to  sign 
what  they  ordered,  and  a  guard  placed  over  him  to  prevent  hi»  leaving 
the  house. 

To  recount  the  suflTering  of  all  from  mobs,  rioters,  and  1re%j>:iHser»i, 
would  take  more  time  and  paper  than  can  be  sparerl  for  that  pur])0!»c. 
It  is  hoped  the  foregoing  will  be  sufficient  to  put  you  uptm  the  imc  of 
proper  means  and  measures  for  giving  relief  to  all  that  have  been  injured 
by  such  unlawful  and  wicked  practices. 

Rivington'^s  GasetU,  March  9,  1775;  reprinted  in  Frank  M(Hirc,  Diary  of  thi 
American  Resolution  (New  York,  etc.,  i860),  1,  37-42  passim, 


162.    A  Soldier's  Lovc-Lcttcr  (1777) 

BY   COLONEL   ALEXANDER   »CAMMKU, 

Sc^mmell  was  an  excdieot  oflficrr,  •  UrorUf  of    VV  .-i.i. ..»•.. n,  arxl   at  on#  Hm«" 
adjuUnt-grncral  of  the  Amrricart  ariiiy.      lie  ietvr<\   •  war,  t>ut  waa  klllcil 

at  the  iiege  of  York  town,     '{"he  uriginai  Iclirr  liat  Iw  ,  I  tiy  a  ilfac#nfUril  of 

Nabby  Bishop.  —  Bibliography  :  Wtoior,  Sarrativt  and  LtUuat  IHu^ry,  VI,  Irulira, 

My  D«.r«t  Nabr.  Ju..,  »"■  .777 

AFTER  a  very  levere  march  one  hundred  milen  of  the  way  on  f^K/t, 
through  the  wood*  in  an  exccMive  mirf  ko;i/l,  W(*t«  ^M\^  wrnther 
accompanied  iritii  Snow  and  Hall,  I  aiflvcd  thf  fO^  of  May  «t  Dcofi- 
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deroga.  Am  now  stationed  at  what  is  called  the  French  Lines,  where 
the  hritish  army  last  year  met  with  such  a  fatal  defeat^  and  lost  so  many 
men  and  if  they  make  an  attempt  upon  us  in  the  same  place  I  noth- 
iiijj  (kjubt  we  shall  be  able  by  the  smiles  of  siiperintendant  Providence 
to  give  them  as  fatal  an  overthrow —  Our  men  are  well  supplied,  and  I 
am  of  opinion  will  behave  well —  The  blood  of  our  murder'd  coun- 
trymen cry  for  Vengence  on  those  british  Villains  and  I  hope  we  shall 
tje  the  jiiHt  Instruments  of  revenge.  Tho  I  should  much  rather  be  able 
to  retire  to  enjoy  the  sweets  of  Liberty  and  domestick  happiness,  but 
more  especially  the  pleasing  Charms  of  your  dear  Company.  But  so 
long  as  my  Country  flemands  my  utmost  Exertions,  I  must  devote 
myself  entirly  to  it's  Service  —  Tho  accustomed  to  the  Service,  I  ana 
now  cnler'd  upon  a  new  scene,  I  have  an  agreable  and  worthy  sett  of 
Officers — But  my  men  are  undiscipUn'd,  they  are  expos'd  to  severe 
Duty,  many  of  them  sick  — and  but  poorly  coverd.  They  look  up  to 
me  u  It  common  Father  —  and  you  may  well  Judge  of  my  disagreable 
SciisAtions,  when  I  am  unable  to  aflbr^l  them,  or  procure  wherewithal  to 
make  them  comfortable  —  However  I  shall  endeavor  to  do  all  that  I 
can  for  them,  and  if  possible  make  them  pay  me  ready  and  implicit 
Obetiience,  through  Ixjve  and  Affection,  rather  than  through  Fear  and 
Dread  —  U'c  at  present  have  a  very  agreable,  &  healthy  Situation  — 
In  gcxxi  Spirits,  and  have  gixnl  provisions  —  And  hope  early  next  Fall 
or  Winter  to  do  myself  the  pleasure  of  waiting  upon  )x>u  at  Mistic 
unless  you  should  forbid  it 

TVe  lender  noments  whidi  we  hare  spent  together  still,  and  eirer 
.  vfll,  icnuui  ftcsh  in  my  memoiy  —    Yon  are  ever  present  in  my 
|tMMft«l\l  Wenit— &  a  wuitiiil  icmniof  Aflectkm  fioai  yoa,  I  find  more 
Mccaaty  10  my  Hnppteiess — cherish  the  Love  my  dearest 
Nahhgr»  vhkh  yott  hare  so  genetoasljr  processed  for  me  —  AMio  I  am 
'  wHtinK  vQsn  yott(  sdH  rcmMnber  mnt  I  ma  )vv 
aamipner  -—  I  smwb  nife  viole  yon 
the  ^tofrMOilr  Cn—nnd  of  lining  ns  pmwkt  of  n 
L-Cmr  ■mrtml  10  tiy  men  for  thc«  Urei.  maiy  nf 
^  NnmleQ  mMn— — amd  lo  tnr  levcMl  VMrnns  nmo  hnvt 

vnmcu  mir  mmM  mocv  shnn  mnr  conamana  I  ^ 
c  I  shHl  crct  n^  nMK  nnmSBMiti^  mif  «an^  m  3 
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said  Court  steady  since  mr  anival  and  this  is  the  first  opportunity  I  had 
of  writing  to  jrou — I  hope  therefiore  tiiat  vod  will  not  impute  any 
n^^lect  to  me  But  ever  mnsirirr  me  unalterably  thine  —  My  Lovely 
Girl,  write  evoy  Opportmnty  to 

Alezd  Scamtoell 
Write  to  me  every  Opportonxty. 

Mis  Naby  Bidiop. 

PS  —  I  long  ftjT  the  time  idien  timmg^  yon  I  can  send  my  dutiful 
Regards  to  your  Hon^  Parents  by  the  tender  Name  of  Father  & 
Mother — June  23*  1777. 

I  congratulate  you  upon  tite  Cause  of  your  Fear  being  remov'd  as 
Buigoyne  is  going  to  attack  Ticondcroga  &  not  Boston.  I  hope  we  shall 
be  able  to  keep  him  ofil 

To 
Miss  Alngail  Bishop 
at 
Mifitick. 

From  the  MS.  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Mary  Putnam  Hart  of  Cambridge. 


163.    Regulation  of  Prices  ( 1 777) 

BY   BENJAMIN   HUNTINGTON 

Hnntington  was  a  member  of  CongrcM  and  f^vernor  of  Connecttcut.  11if  family 
letters,  of  which  this  is  one,  are  an  entertaining  tource  of  knowtrdKr  a*  tn  the  ttally 
life  of  the  period.  —  On  the  regulation  of  pricei,  see  Winsor,  S'nrrativr  nnd  <  'ttht/tf 
History^  VII,  15,  69;  Channing  and  Hart,  Cuidt,  f  i  JJi  ch.  kxkili  hrlow. 

M«  HUNTINOTON  nAM^o».l>  Afny>  ,i)fh  ,777 

I  TAKE  this  Opportunity  to  Convey  a  Line  whl«  I1  lirtvi*  tnoii*  I-hIhuh* 
to  Write  than  I  had  to  Answer  your»  by  Joliii  HIim  ltwi»ll 
It  is  with  Concern  that  I  hear  of  any  DilTliiilty  you  U**t*\  wllli  tti  yoiu 
{Widowhood)  but  hope  you  will  not  K<in>t  iiiiioMK  it  <  Ivll  JVopiH  |<,m|)h 
cially  when  you  are  able  to  Pay  for  nil  lli#»  Knvoiim  N  MmjujIIhh  ynu  wrtui 
—  we  Read  that  "the  full  fed  Ho«i)  I»ii0i**0i  «lj»*  llofU'y  <  omh,  wh^n  w** 
are  put  to  Distress  for  an  Artidi'  for  \Uf  )^ip)>oH  n\  I  If"  ^<  hfrn  Im  hm 
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how  to  prixc  it  I  wish  to  l)e  more  ThankfiiU  for  every  Enjoyment  than 
I  liavc  been,  &  hope  to  see  a  (Greater  Scarsity  of  Money  than  we  have 
at  Trcscnt.  That  the  Worshipers  of  Mammon  may  be  Put  to  Difficulty 
to  Come  at  the  Shrine  of  their  Idol  whose  Worship  must  be  Supported 
anil  will  be  kept  up  at  the  I'ixpence  of  all  that  is  Good  &  Praiseworthy 

rimt  CkhI  has  tnit  one  Perfection  and  that  is  the  Idea  of  Infinite 
IniToaso  or  Augmentation  and  when  the  Materials  of  Increase  are  Plenty 
his  Si/0  must  (irow  to  an  amazing  Bulk  his  Worshipers  are  hearty  Sin- 
I'car  \'  True  for  tiu\v  (live  their  Hearts  and  Souls  to  him  and  his  Service 
is  ihoir  Most  IVrfoct  Freedom  a  Freedom  that  Differs  not  from  Slavery 

Ihc  Assembly  Voslord.iy  had  a  Most  Serious  Debate  upon  the  Ques- 
ti\»n  wholhor  they  would  Repeal  the  Act  for  Regulating  Prizes  [prices] 
This  IH'lvUe  w.»s  bnnjuhl  on  by  tientlemen  in  Trade  and  Seconded  by 
F.unuMN  who  h.»ve  Nv^  Avortion  to  Mv»ney  nor  to  ihe  Waj-s  of  Gitting  of 
w  StMtvv.jsnovi  IIi\vhI<\1  on  their  Countenances  they  Declared  that 
AUulos  ot  I  :te  \-  K^r  the  Armv  wouU  a'wji\-s  be  Sc-irse  untill  the  Poor 
rAv.\w,  ,^.^».  t'u^  Uvvu'vt  Inv.vr^-r  OvV.:*..!  be  Fr.oouri*:e\i  to  their  Sexeral 
V  ;v.\,\  \  *-,\u*tv,N  v^;  K,r.^:r,j:.  inv.v^n-.r.j:  \c  a::^:  :>.i:  :he  Prices  stated  by 
\  \\\  wo.\»  V.'.  :x>,;"^^  l:*,s:,s'.;v\>»  *x''«  \  I^  >>. r.-.n?7. .r^  jc:  Wo-Id  bring  on 
A  s,  ;;v.\.  ::*o^o  \lo  ■:  Wvtv  >..»  ^  ,xs  '  a:v.  >..-?  W :>>.*;  m^eH  :o  :he:r  Coun- 
;*v  v.;  ;  V  vsv;  x^t  :>^  \\  ,'::*:  \ji.;  S.:r?.:;v.  ;he:r  F^es  I  Never  Saw 
V,' V  Ss-  ,v.;>vvi  A- -.v,;-  ,'*.  "i".;-  -.ij:  .;  V's-ss:  A.:-,v.:\  HoTc'nir^riLin 
S    •v^*   .\;*  «  ;x    '  ;^o  i'.^t^x"  X  ,^r  r    .  '.V.v-.:f  ^v  v'jr^.isrition  the 

,  ".*  •',-■• -v.'  "V.  .■  c  ^i  I;:<rrr  :r  a  Cer-ifn 

.  v-v  ».■■■.'  >  :  -:o. :  rrr.  r.r  Tm^'r^-f  HiTi.is 
/  -oi.  \..v-.  ■^.■t:-,-  .r'  T';  N^irr-.-^r-zre^  »ho 
.^-  V^v-^    ^:>,-  :-.      r-x*    r.T»i*r  rt^ry  Green 

'-,        x    ..       V      .      ^'      ■.        ^-,  ..,  •    .-.    :— :  :_w  >*  JiTcre 

>         ■>    "  'ik    .    '     x*'*'  V    .  "  N  :•'>■•■    "S  *.-"»  "i""  :    !»;!«*  .""  S.*."*/*-? 

\N-  .-X        >       V      \  ^v    v.-      s-i.       -   ^"'•ri -,    :"."'.   '^  r.i*  ti'trr. 

>^  ,  s .  .   ,  ■.    •    *■      "s    »-  ^  .s  ^  \       ...»     ■"  »     *-.-TT'"  ri.T  IT»~^l^;!!v 

'">       "  *      ■       »     "•  X    \   \    1  '  \  ■'    -  ••     I    1  '    *"."5^  2.r»*   '*"i.T 
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ness  &  has  Rendered  good  Service  to  his  Country  but  it  is  in  Vain  to 
Expect  a  Reward  for  any  Good  Deed  in  this  World  if  the  Reward  is  lo 
Come  from  the  Hands  of  Designing  Men — There  were  about  Eighty 
Prisoners  brought  into  this  Town  yesterday  taken  from  Ixjng  Island  by 
a  Party  who  went  over  &  brought  them  off  the  [Point]  agreeable  M' 
Joseph  Chew  is  one  of  those  Captives.  Capt  Benj  Throop  was  one  of 
the  Captains  in  the  Expedition  &  Little  Joseph  Lothrop  of  Norwich  was 
in  the  Party,  they  Came  up  with  the  feelings  and  appeara[n]ce  of  Victors 
no  Doubt  they  had  Sensations  of  the  Similar  Kind  that  were  had  by 
Alexander  the  Great  —  I  am  at  a  Loss  when  I  Shall  Come  home  as  I 
Cannot  Conceive  of  the  Assembly  Rising  this  Week  If  you  have  spent 
your  Money  you  must  Try  my  Credit  a  few  Days  among  Friends  —  My 
Ijove  to  the  Children  &  Compliments  to  Capt  Abel  &  other  Friends  and 
Good  Wishes  lo  Enemies,  that  they  may  become  Friends  —  There  is 
one  Stone  to  be  Executed  here  this  Morning  between  the  Hours  of  8  & 
10  for  Conspiracy  against  his  Country —  May  God  be  Merciful  to  him 
—  I  am  afraid  he  will  Suffer  too  Much  for  his  Crime,  but  am  not  his 
Judge  if  his  own  Account  of  his  Case  is  Tnie  his  Case  is  hard  —  I  know 
not  the  Truth  of  what  he  says  and  Indeed  Suspect  it  much  —  I  am  &c 

Benj  Hiwtington 
M"*  Hu>rriNGTON 

W.  D.  McCrackan,  editor,  TA£  Huntington  Letters  (New  York^  1897),  34-40. 


164.    ** Columbia,  Columbia  to  Glory  Arise"  (1777) 

BY    REVEREND    TIMOTHY    DWIGHT 

Dwight  was  a  graduate  &nd  tutor  at  Vale,  later  president  of  Yale.  This  song  was 
wriUen  while  be  was  acting  as  chaplain  tu  the  American  army,  in  the  campaign 
against  Burgo}'ne.  —  Bibliography:  Tyler,  Literary  History  of  the  Revolution^  11, 
173-174. 

COLUMBIA,  Columbia,  to  glory  arise, 
The  queen  of  the  world,  and  the  child  of  the  skies  I 
Thy  genius  commands  thee  ;  with  rapture  behold, 
While  ages  on  ages  ihy  splendors  unfold. 
Thy  reign  is  the  last,  and  the  noblest  of  time, 
Most  fhjitful  thy  soil,  most  inviting  thy  clime  ; 
Let  the  crimes  of  the  east  ne'er  encrimson  thy  name, 
Be  freedom,  and  science,  and  virtue  thy  fame, 

2  H 
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To  conquest  and  slaughter  let  Europe  aspire ; 
Whelm  nations  in  blood,  and  wnp  cities  m  fire; 
Thy  heroes  the  righu  of  manfcind  ihaD  defEwl, 
And  triumph  pursue  them,  aad  gloiy  wttemL 
A  world  is  thy  realm :  for  a  iracid  be  dqr  hmt. 
Enlarged  as  thine  empire,  axtd  jost  as  thy  canae ; 
On  freedom's  broad  basis,  that  empire  shall  lis^ 
Extend  with  the  main,  and  dissohre  with  the  sidea. 

Fair  Science  her  gates  to  thy  sons  shaD  imfaary 
And  the  east  see  thy  mom  hide  the  beams  of  her  itB. 
New  bards,  and  new  sages,  unhvalTd  sfaaD  soar 
To  fame  onextinguish'd.  when  time  is  no  OMfe ; 
To  thee,  the  last  reiiige  of  Wrtue  dcs^ned. 
Shall  fly  from  all  natkxH  the  best  of  mankind  ; 
Here,  grateiiil  lo  heaven,  with  transpon  shall  baig 
Their  inoewe,  more  fragrant  than  odois  afspii^g. 

Nor  lot  shall  thy  fiur  ooes  to  j^orj  aaoend. 
And  genius  and  beauty  in  harmony  biend ; 
The  graces  of  form  shall  awake  pore  denre. 
And  the  charms  of  the  soul  ever  cherish  the  fire ; 
llaeir  sweetness  unmingled,  their  manners  r-ftnrd. 
And  >'inue's  bright  image,  instamp'd  on  the  niodg 
With  peace,  and  soft  raptnre,  sfaaB  teach  fife  to  gbir. 
And  Ii{^  np  a  smile  in  the  aspect  of  woe. 

Thy  fleets  to  all  regions  thy  power  shaD  iSiapby, 
The  nations  admire,  and  the  ocean  obey  ; 
Each  shore  to  thy  glory  its  tribute  onibld. 
And  tbe  east  and  the  south  yield  dieir  apices  and  gold. 
Ai  the  day-spring  nnboonded,  thy  splendor  shaJi  ikm. 
And  earth  &  little  kingdoms  before  thee  diaB  bow : 
While  tbe  ens^ns  of  onion,  in  tnimph  vnlotrd. 
Hath  the  tumtilx  of  war,  and  give  pence  Id  the  world. 

Thna,  as  down  a  lone  ralley,  with  cedars  o'ersprcwd. 
From  war's  dread  confosion  1  pensively  stra;r*d  — 
Tbe  gloom  from  the  face  of  iur  heaven  fctimi ; 
The  winds  ceased  to  mnnniir ;  tbe  rtmiidui  CMMicd  ; 
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Perfumes,  as  of  Eden,  flow'd  sweetly  along, 
And  a  voice,  as  of  angels,  enchanlingly  sung  : 
"Columbia,  Columbia,  to  glory  arise, 
The  queen  of  the  world  and  the  child  of  the  skies." 
Samuel  KeUell,  Specinuns  of  American  Poetry  (Boston,  1 829),  I,  246-247. 


165.    Woman^s  Work  for  the  Soldiers  (1780) 

BY    MRS.    ESTHER    REED   AND   GENERAL   GEORGE   WASHINGTON 

Mrs.  Reed  was  the  wife  of  Joseph  Reed,  for  whom  see  No.  6i  above.  The  letter 
shows  the  interest  and  spirit  of  self-sacTilke  of  the  time.  —  Bibliography  r  W,  B.  Reed, 
Life  and  Correspondrnce  of  Joseph  i^eed,  II,  253-255,  and  Life  of  Esther  Reed.  —  For 
Washington,  »ee  No.  195  below. 

g  Philadelphia,  July  4th,  1780. 

THE  subsctiption  set  on  foot  by  the  ladies  of  this  City  for  the  use 
of  the  soldiery,  is  so  far  completed  as  to  induce  me  to  transmit 
to  your  Excellency  an  account  of  the  money  I  have  received,  and  which, 
although  it  has  answered  our  expectations,  it  does  not  equal  our  wishes, 
but  I  am  persuaded  will  be  received  as  a  proof  of  our  zeal  for  the  great 
cause  of  America  and  our  esteem  and  gratitude  for  those  who  so  bravely 
defend  it. 

The  amount  of  the  subscription  is  200,580  dollars,  and  ^^625  6j.  8j/. 
in  specie,  which  makes  in  the  whole  in  paper  money  300,634  dollars. 

The  ladies  are  anxious  for  the  soldiers  to  receive  the  benefit  of  it,  and 
wait  your  directions  how  it  can  best  be  disposed  of.  We  expect  some 
considerable  additions  from  the  country  and  have  also  wrote  to  the  other 
States  in  hopes  the  ladies  there  wii!  adopt  similar  plans,  to  render  it 
more  general  and  beneficial. 

With  the  utmost  pleasure  I  offer  any  farther  attention  and  care  in  my 
power  to  complete  the  execution  of  the  design,  and  shall  be  happy  to 
accomplish  it  agreeable  to  the  intention  of  the  donors  and  your  wishes 
on  the  subject. 

The  ladies  of  my  family  join  me  in  their  respectful  compliments  and 
sincerest  prayer  for  your  health,  safely,  and  success. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

With  the  highest  respect. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 

E.  Reed. 
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Banks  of  Schuylkill,  July  31st,  1780. 

Ever  since  I  received  your  Excellency's  favour  of  the  20th  of  this 
month,  I  have  been  endeavouring  to  procure  the  linen  for  the  use  of  the 
soldiers,  and  it  was  not  till  Saturday  last  I  have  been  able  to  meet  with 
any  fit  for  the  purpose,  it  being  unavoidably  delayed  so  long.  I  have 
been  informed  of  some  circumstances,  which  I  beg  leave  to  mention, 
and  from  which  perhaps  the  necessity  for  shirts  may  have  ceased ;  one 
is  the  supply  of  iooo  sent  from  this  State  to  their  line,  and  the  other, 
that  a  considerable  number  is  arrivetl  in  the  French  fleet,  for  the  use 
of  the  army  in  general  Together  with  these,  an  idea  prevails  among 
the  ladies,  that  the  soldiers  will  not  be  so  much  gratified,  by  bestowing 
an  article  to  which  they  are  entitled  from  the  public,  as  in  some  other 
method  which  will  convey  more  fully  the  idea  of  a  reward  for  past  ser- 
vices, and  an  incitement  to  future  duty.  Tliose  who  are  of  this  opinion 
propose  the  whole  of  the  money  to  be  changed  into  hard  dollars,  and 
givnng  each  soldier  two,  to  be  entirely  at  his  own  disposal.  This  method 
I  bint  only,  but  would  not,  by  any  means  wish  to  adopt  it,  or  any  other, 
without  your  full  approbation.  If  it  should  meet  with  y(Mir  conctirrence, 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  will  take  the  linen  I  have  purchased,  and,  as 
far  as  respects  their  own  Hne,  will  moke  up  any  deficiency  of  shirts  to 
them*  which  they  supfwse  will  not  be  many  after  the  fresh  supplies  are 
received.  If,  after  all,  the  necessity  for  ^irts,  which,  though  it  may 
cease,  as  to  the  Pennsylvania  Tr(x^»,  may  sftiQ  coDtinae  to  other  parts 
of  the  anny»  the  ladies  will  immediatciy  nakc  up  tbe  Mncn  we  have, 
which  1  think  can  soon  be  effected,  and  fiamard  them  to  camp,  and 
ptocure  more  as  soon  as  posnble,  haviog  kept  in  hand  tbe  haid  money 
I  have  reoehred,  ontil  I  receive  four  reply. 

The  dfcucnstaoces  I  have  mentioQed  will,  I  hope,  appear  a  safficxent 
mothre  for  the  ladies  postpoaiog  the  execution  of  the  phn  your  Excel- 
lency proposed ;  I  will  not,  therefore,  take  up  your  time  in  apologizmg 
lor  the  dcfagf* 

I  have  to  aucuowlcdce  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from  yuw  fCairellcncy 
of  the  aotK  h>  «i«h  1  would  reply,  that  if  the  scheme  to  give  the 
sokbecs  hard  ■Baney»  ahoiM  he  thcMtpil  proper,  of  oonrte,  the  pudting 
themoBcyIlMnw.hMDthe1luilt,c<mldMCbedow,Ml  I  find,  on  m- 
qairy.thaiamsfale»rfJcad<aBitafrmoyhchoi^lyhq^ontha»dawoey 
CMKr  m  hnm  ur  mqt  onflr  offfecm*  «  *  • 
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Madam  Hcacl-Quartrrx,  Ora(J^r  Vown,  Augu«»(  m»0»,  i;***, 

I  have  the  honour  to  thank  you  Un  ynnr  favour  of  tiMr  jitl  i(||,     U 
was  not  my  intention  to  divert  tlie  [pcnrvAtnl  i\ini*l\'m  at  iU»  \*liiHj 
from  the  channel  they  wiftiuai  it  Uj  flow  nt.     I  gtfVf  oiy  o\tihUtti  xi  «>:4^*-^ 
sequence  of  their  rei|uckl,  tjut  I  i»}uU  Ik  cj^imWy  if^fif  <• 
theixs,  and  mil  execute  their  comituml»  in  tfm  mttni/tf  >, 
to  ibeui»elve&.    At  (be  uitne  time  I  Hmv*:  $of  «|/|/i4rU>/: 
pecoHar  circunMrtaaoef  0^  OIV  flf»f)  CAuii*  liMfte  ^v^  )u(i4  'nv.i<  ;  .i^«.; 
prodoctire  of  mtsdb  diir<iaftMt,  m  «»  Ikmv  mtm  Utf  <]k^^r>^M  ^/^^/J 
ibr  ifaeir  pofr, 

,hathm09umrwm/bMe  $lm  k  tm  far  llMMNiMif^  i....^^^^.^ 


tf^  Af  irtltoy  MiiM#  i»s¥^  </^^^i• 
inr*r«W9»4i^  fewwyAMMitf..  ill#  Ai  i«r  Mll^ 


UiMi'liv 


MlKUti,  Midi  tllMr  IMP  ^Mlk«M4«(^H»<(t^ 

•^H^^P  i^^*  l^^P  TW^  i        .  ^^p  ffl^^  ^^^7 


■Ml    ■<>  liiHMW    A«i«f   «:  > 


u.  rigipjg  f!w>  ^Mir^iifiiiesr 


<«^  C0f*tt^mM9m '  ^>4<9^  ^^SMp^  l**.*! 
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1 66.    A  Tory*s  Recantation  (1775) 

BY  R.  H.  AND  A  COMMITTEE  OF  CORRESPONDENCE 

This  piece  shows  some  of  the  processes  applied  ii>  the  refractory  to  make  them  ad- 
here to  the  measures  of  the  majurity,  and  di&closcs  one  of  the  functions  of  the  com* 
mittees  of  correspondence.  —  Uibliugraphy  of  the  loyalists :  Tyler,  Literary  History 
eftkt  Ket^olution,  I,  chs.  xiii-xvii,  xxii;  l„  Sahine,  Biographiial  SkeUkti  pf  Leyaltsts, 
Introduction:  Winsor,  Narrative  aiid  Critiiai  Histcry^Wl,  185-2 14;  Churning  and 
Hart.  Gtiitie,  §  141. 

I  ACKNOWLEDGE  to  have  wrote  a  piece,  and  did  not  sign  it^  since 
said  to  be  an  extract  of  a  letter  from  Kent  county,  on  Delaware, 
published  in  Humphreys'  Ledger,  No.  3.  It  was  not  dated  from  any 
place,  and  is  some  altered  from  the  original!.  I  folded  it  up  and  directed 
the  same  to  J.  F.  and  Sons.  I  had  no  intention  to  have  it  published  ; 
and  further.  I  let  them  know  the  author  thought  best  it  drould  not  be 
published ;  nor  did  1  think  they  would.  —  I  am  sincerely  sorry  I  ever 
wrote  it,  as  also  for  its  being  published,  and  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for 
this,  my  first  breach  in  this  wav,  and  I  intend  it  shall  be  the  last. 

R.  H. 
7>  tk€  c^mtmUee  pf  e^rrtsp^mdemtt  f»r  Kent  emmiy,  pm  Del 
May  t^  1775. 

Sol — The  presideiit  of  tbe  conmaltee  of  ooncspoodence,  by  and 
with  the  adrice  of  such  other  of  the  meinbeR  of  that  oooanittee  as 
he  was  able  to  coDect  and  coosah,  this  day  bid  befoire  the  committee 
of  inspectioQ  far  this  county,  yocir  letter  whesem  yoa  ooafiess  yourself  to 
be  the  author  of  the  Kentish  letter  (coamoaly  90  called)  poblbhed  in 
3d  No.  of  Homphnrys*  Ledger. 

The  committee  took  the  same  imo  coosidemtiaB,  ami  have  mutai- 
iiwimly  lemlvBd  ihtt  il  is  mwilHmrtnty,  awl  yon  ave  icc|aeslKd  lo  aitcwi 
\  the  committee  at  thdr  nest  meeii«f  on  Tuesday  ^^  ¥^  "Kt.  at  Fieach 
I  toaitcl*s^  in  Dover,  and  render  sttch  sads&ctiQA  k>  the  committee, 

4>^ 
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will  enable  them  to  clear  the  good  people  of  this  county  from  the 
aspertions  of  that  letter,  and  justify  them  in  the  eyes -of  the  public. 
Signed  by  order  of  the  committee. 
To  R.  H. 

Gentlemen.  —  With  sorrow  and  contrition  for  my  weakness  and  folly; 
I  confess  myself  the  author  of  the  letter,  from  which  an  extract  was  pub- 
lished in  the  3d  No.  of  Humphreys'  Ledger,  said  to  be  from  Kent  county, , 
on  Delaware;  but  at  the  same  time  to  declare  it  was  published  without^ 
my  consent,  and  not  without  some  alterations. 

I  am  now  convinced  that  the  political  sentiments  therein  contained, 
were  founded  on  the  grossest  error ;  more  especially  that  malignant 
insinuation,  that  "  if  the  king's  standard  were  now  erected,  nine  out  of  ten 
would  repair  to  it,"  could  not  have  been  suggested,  but  from  the  deepest 
infatuation.  True  indeed  it  is,  the  people  of  this  county  have  ever 
shewn  a  zealous  attachment  to  his  majesty's  person  and  government, 
and  whenever  he  raised  his  standard  in  a  just  cause,  were  ready  to  flock 
to  it :  but  let  the  severe  account  I  now  render  to  an  injured  people, 
witness  to  the  world,  that  none  are  more  ready  to  oppose  tyranny  or  to 
be  first  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  than  the  inhabitants  of  Kent  county. 

Conscious  that  I  can  render  no  satisfaction  adequate  to  the  injury  I 
have  done  my  country,  I  can  only  beg  the  forgiveness  of  my  country- 
men, upon  those  principles  of  humanity,  which  may  induce  them  to 
consider  the  fraihy  of  human  nature  —  and  I  do  profess  and  promise, 
that  I  will  never  again  oppose  those  laudable  measures,  necessarily 
adopted  by  my  countrymen,  for  the  preservation  of  American  freedom  : 
but  will  co-operate  with  them  to  the  utmost  of  my  abilities,  in  their 
virtuous  struggle  for  liberty  (so  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  religious 
principles.)  R.  H. 

Resolved  unanimously,  that  the  committee  do  think  the  above  recanta- 
tion fully  satisfactory.  THO'S.  NIXON,  Jr.  CIcrL 
May<)th,  1775. 

Gentlemen.  —  Whatever  the  public  opinion  may  be  of  what  I  have 
heretofore  said  respecting  the  contest  between  Great  Britain  and  the 
colonies,  I  do  solemnly  assure  you  thai  I  have  never  had  any  thing  in 
view  but  a  reconcihation  between  them,  upon  the  full  establishment  of 
all  the  constitutional  rights  and  privileges  of  .America.  Which  rights 
and  privileges  1  am  determined  to  defend  with  my  life  and  properly 
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against  all  invasions  whatsoever.     This  you  will  please  to  make  known 
to  my  brethren  in  this  county. 

I  am,  gentlemen,  with  great  respect,  your  humble  servant,  R.  S.  [HJ 

To  the  committee  of  observation  for  Kent  county ^  on  Delaware. 

H[ezekialx]  Niles,  Principles  and  Acts  of  the  Revolution  in  America  (Balti> 
more,  1022),  260-261. 


167.    The  Arrest  of  a  Loyalist  Parson  (1776) 

BY  REVEREND  JONATHAN  ODELL 

Odell  was  a  New  Jersey  man,  uf  old  New  England  stock,  and  was  rector  of  Bur- 
lington. He  escaped  to  New  Yurk,  became  chaplain  of  a  loyalist  regiment,  and 
wrote  many  satirical  poems  against  the  Revolution.  —  Bibliography  :  Tyler,  Literary 
History  of  the  Hn'oludoH,  II,  ch.  xxix.  — See  No.  l66  above. 

YOLf  may  possibly  have  heard  that  I  attempted  to  send  a  Letter  to 
you  above  a  twelve  month  since,  and  that  my  Letter  being  inter- 
cepted embarassed  me  not  a  little  with  Committees  and  Conventions, 
who  were  willing  to  find  offence  where  none  was  intended.  I  told  them 
and  have  hat!  several  occasions  of  telling  them  since,  a  very  honest  truth, 
that  I  did  not  mean  to  dissemble  my  sentiments  concerning  the  meastires 
of  Congress,  but  that  I  had  made  it  a  Rule  to  ra>-5elf  from  the  beginning 
of  our  troubles,  not  to  interfere  directly  or  indirectly  in  Public  Affairs, 
and  tho'  I  neither  could  nor  would  make  any  sacrifice  of  nay  principles 
or  duty,  either  as  a  Ix>yal  Subject  or  a  Minister  of  the  Church  of  England, 
yet  my  political  conduct  should  be  inoffensive,  if  they  would  allow  a 
passive  conduct  to  be  so,  and  in  short  that  I  presumed  it  reasonable  in 
me  to  expect  I  should  be  indulged  in  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  my 
private  sentiments  so  long  as  I  did  not  attempt  to  influence  the  senti- 
noents  or  coD<Iuct  of  other  men,  and  that  private  sentiments  ought  not 
to  be  noade  matter  of  pubHc  notice,  nradi  less  of  public  censttre.  I 
condoded  such  a  tenor  of  conduct  im  emr  sUmmH^m  was  not  only  tte^es- 
tary  bat  at  the  same  ttme  becoming  the  duracters  of  Qeig^taea  and 
especially  of  Mtssiooaries  awl  therdbre  «aidd  be  apfmyvcd  of  by  the 
Sodetjr.  Bat  this  specific  sfstem  did  Bol  aciecB  one  in  psticalv  from 
■mcB  jnlooay  and  bmu eptc seaiatioii. 

A  Fvole  was  demanded  of  «»e,  MMBf  «ie  10  withiii  S  uiles  o( 
fioriington  &  bindini;  me  to  forbear  all  poKlical  cortcs|»iideace  on  the 
wakffttcx  of  tbe  public  dispate,  mn  tt»  faranb  mi§  |wafiiu«a  aor  to  give 
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any  intelligence  to  the  Kings  Troops.  After  giving  this  Parole  I  re- 
raain'd  unmolested  at  home  till  about  the  middle  of  last  Monthj^  when 
a  Body  of  Hessians  under  the  command  of  Count  Donop  came  to 
Burlington  intending  to  take  Post  with  us  for  the  Winter.  Some  of  my 
Neighbours  thought  it  advisable  to  meet  the  Commandant  on  his  ap- 
proach to  the  Town  and  to  request  him  to  spare  the  Inhabitants  from 
Insult  and  their  property  from  pillage,  they  requested  me  to  go  with 
them  &  assist  in  this  charitable  Address  as  an  Interpreter.  I  did  so 
and  had  the  pleasure  to  find  that  I  had  a  pretty  good  prospect  of  being 
of  real  service  to  my  peaceable  Neighbours.  But  five  Gondolas  lying  in 
the  River  began  to  cannonade  the  Town  in  order  to  prevent  the  Troops 
taking  Quarter  with  us.  Many  Houses  were  damaged  but  nobody  hurt. 
The  Hessian  Commandant  however  having  with  him  no  heavy  Cannon 
thought  proper  to  retire  that  Night  to  Bordentown  intending  to  return 
with  Artillery  sufficient  to  make  good  his  quarters.  In  the  mean  time 
tho'  I  believe  every  candid  man  will  wonder  why  we  should  be  punished 
for  having  been  left  defenceless  and  for  having  solicited  safety  from  the 
Kings  Troops  in  our  defenceless  condition,  even  supposing  us  to  have 
assented  to  those  measures  which  had  brought  the  Troops  into  the  cotin- 
try  &  even  to  our  Doors ;  yet  true  it  is,  that  as  soon  as  it  was  known 
on  board  of  the  Gondolas  that  the  Troops  had  left  us,  the  Town  was 
cruelly  insulted  and  from  day  to  day  kept  in  Alarm  by  those  River 
Tyrants.  Mr  I^wrence,  young  M'  HawHngs  &  myself  were  in  partic- 
ular pursued  by  two  captains  &  a  number  of  armed  men.  We  made 
our  escapes  &  were  under  the  necessity  of  taking  refiige  among  the 
King's  Troops,  and  as  the  design  of  taking  Post  at  Burhngton  was  soon 
after  given  up,  I  have  been  obliged  to  leave  my  wife  &  5  children  (the 
youngest  not  five  weeks  old)  and  to  ramble  as  a  Refugee  God  knows 
when  to  return. 

In  this  situation  I  take  the  liberty  to  request  that  you  will  communi- 
cate the  contents  of  this  Letter  to  the  Society  j  perhaps  I  ought  rather 
to  have  written  10  the  Secretary,  but  ray  little  narrative  seemed  to  require 
a  stile  of  more  minute  freedom  than  one  can  well  use,  unless  to  an  inti- 
mate acquaintance  and  I  hope  the  Society  will  admit  of  this  apology.  I 
suppose  it  can  hardly  be  necessary  to  tell  you  what  I  presume  you  will 
take  for  granted  that  I  among  most  of  my  Brethren  thought  it  my  duty 
to  shut  up  my  Church  and  discontinue  my  attendance  on  the  Public 
Worship  from  the  fatal  day  of  the  Declaration  of  Independency. 

Public  news  I  need  not  gii-'e  you  as  you  will  receive  better  iotelligence 
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from  others.  I  shall  only  mention  that  if  the  Kings  Troops  on  their 
arrival  at  Trenton  had  crossed  the  River  Delaware  (which  notwithstand- 
ing the  want  of  Boats  was  most  undoubtedly  practicable)  they  would 
certainly  have  taken  possession  of  Philadelphia  without  any  opposition. 
You  will  oblige  me  by  informing  the  Society  that  I  lost  almost  all  the 
Fence  round  the  Point  Lot  last  Winter  by  the  Soldiers  quartered  in  the 
Barracks  at  Burlington,  who  made  Fuel  of  the  Rails  and  it  has  cost  me 
jC^6  to  renew  the  Fence,  which  after  all  will  probably  be  again  destroy*d 
this  Winter.  Two  years  Rent  of  the  Glebe  Land  near  Prince  Town 
amounting  to  jC^o  I  expect  to  lose  and  indeed  there  is  no  prospect  of 
my  getting  any  Rent  from  that  quarter  nor  any  Salary  from  my  Parish- 
ioners in  future,  until  this  unnatural  War  is  happily  terminated,  and 
when  that  will  be  God  only  knows,  though  I  hope  it  may  be  nearer 
than  many  are  apt  to  imagine. 

George  Morgan  Hills,  History  of  th*  Church  in  BuHington  (Trenton,  1876), 
314-316. 
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168.    Vengeance  on  the  Tories!  (1779) 

BY    '*  A   WHIG  " 

The  fierce  hatred  between  patriots  and  tones  is  shown  in  this  extract,  which 
voices  the  sentiments  of  most  of  the  patriots.  —  Bibliography  as  in  No.  1 66  above. 

J'NE  t.  —  .-Vmong  the  many  errors  .America  has  been  guilty  of  during 
her  contest  with  Great  Britain,  few  have  been  greater,  or  attended 
with  more  fatal  consequences  to  these  States,  than  her  lenity  to  the 
Tories.  .At  first  it  might  have  been  right,  or  perhaps  political ;  but  is  it 
not  surprising  that^  after  repeated  proofe  of  the  same  e\ils  resulting  there- 
from, it  sbookl  still  be  continued?  We  are  aU  crying  oat  ^gyinst  the 
depreciation  of  our  m<Mtey,  and  altering  into  rocasores  to  restoie  it  to 
ite  valne ;  whUe  the  Tories^  who  axe  one  principal  canse  of  the  depre- 
ciation, are  taken  no  notice  o^  but  suffered  to  live  quietly  among  us. 
We  can  no  longer  be  silent  on  thh  subject,  and  see  the  independence 
of  the  coantcy,  after  standing  every  shock  ftooi  withoot,  endangered  by 
ntemal  eaemies.  Roase,  America !  yoor  dasher  is  great — great  from 
a  qontcr  where  yon  least  expect  it  The  Tories,  the  Tories  will  yet  be 
the  rain  of  yoa  1  T&s  high  time  they  were  separated  from  among  yoo. 
They  are  now  busy  engaged  in  nnderaiuimg  yov  liberties.    Tbey  bare 
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a  thousand  ways  of  doing  it,  and  they  make  use  of  them  all.  Who  were 
the  occasion  of  this  war?  The  Tories  !  Who  persuaded  the  tyrant  ol 
Britain  to  prosecute  it  in  a  manner  before  unknown  to  civiUzed  nations, 
and  shocking  even  to  barbarians  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  prevailed  on 
the  savages  of  the  wilderness  to  join  the  standard  of  the  enemy?  The 
Tories  !  Who  have  assisted  the  Indians  in  taking  the  scalp  from  the 
aged  matron,  the  blooming  fair  one,  the  helpless  infant,  and  the  dying 
hero  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  advised  and  who  assisted  in  burning  your 
towns,  ravaging  your  country,  and  violating  the  chastity  of  your  women? 
The  Tories  1  Who  are  the  occasion  that  thousands  of  you  now  mourn 
the  loss  of  your  dearest  connections  ?  The  Tories  !  Who  have  always 
counteracted  the  endeavors  of  Congress  to  secure  the  liberties  of  this 
country?  The  Tories!  W'ho  refused  their  money  when  as  good  as 
specie,  though  stamped  with  the  image  of  his  most  sacred  Majesty? 
The  Tories  !  Who  continue  to  refuse  it  ?  The  Tories !  Who  do  all 
in  their  power  to  depreciate  it  ?  The  Tories !  Who  propagate  lies 
among  us  to  discourage  the  Whigs  ?  The  Tories !  Who  corrupt  the 
minds  of  the  good  people  of  these  States  by  every  species  of  insidious 
counsel?  The  Tories!  Who  hold  a  traitorous  correspondence  with 
the  enemy?  The  Tories!  Who  daily  sends  them  intelligence?  The 
Tories  I  Who  take  the  oaths  of  allegiance  to  the  States  one  day,  and 
break  them  the  next  ?  The  Tories !  Who  prevent  your  battalions 
from  being  filled?  The  Tories!  Who  dissuade  men  from  entering 
the  army?  The  Tories!  Who  persuade  those  who  have  enlisted  to 
desert ?  The  Tories  !  Who  harbor  those  who  do  desert ?  The  'lories  1 
In  short,  who  wish  to  see  us  conquered,  to  see  us  slaves,  to  see  us 
hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of  water  ?    The  Tories  1 

And  is  it  possible  that  we  should  suffer  men,  who  have  been  guilty 
of  all  these  and  a  thousand  other  calamities  which  this  country  has 
experienced,  to  live  among  us  1  To  hve  among  us,  did  I  say?  Nay, 
do  they  not  move  in  our  Assemblies?  Do  they  not  insult  us  with  their 
impudence?  Do  they  not  hold  traitorous  assemblies  of  their  own? 
Do  they  not  walk  the  streets  at  noon  day,  and  taste  the  air  of  liberty? 
In  short,  do  they  not  enjoy  every  privilege  of  the  brave  soldier  who  has 
spilt  his  blood,  or  the  honest  patriot  who  has  sacrificed  his  all  in  our 
righteous  cause  ?  Yes  —  to  our  eternal  shame  be  it  spoken  —  they  do. 
Those  very  men  who  wish  to  entail  slavery  on  our  country,  are  caressed 
and  harbored  among  us.  Posterity  will  not  believe  it ;  if  they  do,  they 
will  curse  the  memory  of  their  forefathers  for  their  shameful  lenity. 
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Can  we  ever  expect  any  grateful  return  for  our  humanity,  if  it  deserves 
that  name?  Believe  not  a  spark  of  that  or  any  other  virtue  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Tory's  breast ;  for  wliat  principle  can  that  wretch  have 
who  would  sell  his  soul  to  subject  his  country  to  the  will  of  the  greatest 
tyrant  the  world  al  present  protluces?  Tis  lime  to  rid  ourselves  of  these 
bosom  vipers.  An  immediate  separation  is  necessary.  I  dread  to  think 
of  the  evils  every  moment  is  big  with,  while  a  single  Tory  remains  among 
us.  May  we  not  soon  expect  to  hear  of  plots,  assassinations,  and  every 
species  of  wickedness  their  malice  ami  rancor  can  suggest?  for  what 
can  restrain  those  who  have  already  imbrued  their  hands  in  their  country's 
blood  ?  Did  not  that  villain  Matthews,  when  permitted  to  live  among 
us  at  Nevr  York,  plot  the  assassination  of  General  Washington?  He 
did  ;  he  was  detectetl,  and  had  he  receivetl  his  deserts,  he  would  now 
have  been  in  gibbets,  instead  of  torturing  our  unfortunate  friends, 
prisoners  in  New  York,  with  every  species  of  barbarity.  Can  we  hear 
this,  and  still  harbor  a  Tory  among  us?  For  my  own  part,  whenever  I 
meet  one  in  the  street,  or  at  the  coffee  house,  my  blood  boils  within  rae. 
Their  guilt  is  equalled  only  by  their  impudence.  They  strut,  and  seem 
to  bid  defiance  to  every  one.  In  every  place,  and  in  every  company, 
they  spread  their  damnalile  doclrines.  and  then  laugh  at  the  pusillanimity 
of  those  who  let  them  go  unpwnished.  I  flatter  myself,  however,  with 
the  hopes  of  soon  seeing  a  period  to  their  reign,  and  a  total  end  to  their 
existence  in  America.  Awake,  Americans,  to  a  sense  of  your  danger. 
No  time  to  be  lost.  Instantly  banish  every  Tory  from  among  ycMi. 
Let  America  be  sacred  alone  to  freemen. 

Drive  far  from  you  every  baneful  wretch  who  wishes  to  see  you 
fettered  with  the  chains  of  tyranny.  Send  them  where  tliey  may  enjoy 
their  belo^-ed  slavery  to  perfection  —  send  them  to  the  island  of  Britain  ; 
there  let  them  drink  the  cup  of  slaver>'  and  eat  the  bread  of  bitterness 
all  the  da>'s  of  their  existence  —  there  let  them  drag  out  a  painful  life, 
despise^l  and  accursed  by  those  very  men  whose  cause  they  have  had 
the  wickedness  to  espouse.  No-cr  let  them  return  to  this  happy  land  — 
never  let  them  taste  the  sweets  of  that  indepentlence  which  they  strove 
to  prevent,    fianishment,  perpetual  banishment,  should  be  their  lot. 

Pmrnsyk-amia  /^acktt,  August  5, 1 779 :  reprinted  in  Frank  Moore,  Diary  cfikt 
Amerkam  Rtv*lmtim  (New  York,  etc.,  1S60),  II,  i66-i6g. 


I 

I 


I 


No.  169] 


A   Refugee  in  England 


169.    The  Lot  of  the  Refugee  (^77S~^779) 

BY   JUDGE    SAMUEL    CURWEN 

Curwcn  was  a  man  of  education  and  social  positiun,  a  resident  of  Salem,  Massa- 
chusetts. He  Has  Judge  of  Admiralty  (it  the  beginning  of  tKe  war,  hut  became  a 
refugee  anti  live<l  in  England  till  the  war  terminated.  Other  refugees  who  left  juurnals 
OT  letters  arc  Van  Schaack  and  tlutchinson.—  Bibliography  as  in  Nu.  120  aliove. 

F  ON  DON,  July  4  [1775],  Arrived  at  the  New  England  coJTee- 
-'—^  house,  Thrcadneedle* street,  at  7  o'clock  P.M.  —  July  5.  Met  my 
townsman  and  friend  Benjamin  Pickman,  which  rejoiced  me  ;  we  walked 
to  Westminster  Hall,  —  tn  Chancery  saw  Sir  Thomas  Sewell,  master  of 
the  rolls,  sitting  with  his  hat  on,  —  at  Common  Pleas  saw  Judge  Black- 
stone  and  Sergeant  Cdynn  ;  and  the  King's  Bench,  LohI  Mansfield  and 
>fr.  Sergeant  Wedrlerburne,  Lord  Mansfield's  manner  is  like  the  late 
Jmlge  Ihttlley's  of  Massachtisetts,  His  peering  eyes  denote  a  penetra- 
tion and  comprehension  peculiarly  his  own.  Mr.  Wedderbume  spoke, 
but  at  no  great  length. 

/u/v  g,  1775.  Went  to  old  Jewry  meetJng-hoiise,  where  I  met  Gov. 
Hutchinson,  his  son  and  daughter,  —  a  cordial  reception  and  invitation  to 
visit  him.    Mr.  Isaac  Smith  and  Mr.  Deberdt  sat  in  the  pew  next  me.  .  .  , 

/?<?(•.  31.  ...  May  the  afflictions  I  have  suffered  the  past  year,  in 
an  unhappy  banishment  from  my  family,  friends  and  country,  be  the 
means  of  increasing  my  reliance  on,  and  submission  to  the  all-disposing 
hand  of  the  wise  and  righteous  Governor  of  the  universe. 

Jiinuary  i,  1776.  Nfay  the  events  of  the  following  year,  however 
unfavorable  to  the  pride  of  my  heart,  be  productive  of  more  moral 
improvement  than  the  last.  .  .  . 

April  I,  A.  M.  At  Gov.  Hutchinson's ;  he  was  alone,  reading  a  new 
pamphlet  entitled  ** An  Inquiry  whether  Great  Britain  or  America  is 
most  in  fattlt."  I  accepted  an  invitation  to  return  to  dinner :  taking 
leave  for  the  present,  I  departed,  walking  through  the  palace  and  park 
to  Mr.  Bliss's  lodgings,  where  I  met  Judge  Sewall,  Mr.  Oxnard  and 
Mr.  Smith  ;  returned  to  the  governor's,  with  whom  only  young  Oliver 
and  myself  dined.  From  thence,  in  passing  through  Leicester-square, 
I  called  in  at  Mr.  Copley's  to  see  Mr.  Clarke  and  the  family,  who  kindly 
pressed  my  staying  to  tea ;  and  in  the  mean  time  amused  myself  by 
seeing  his  performances  in  painting.  He  was  then  at  work  on  a  family 
piece  containing  himself,  Mr.  Clarke,  his  wife  and  four  children,  of  all 
of  whom  I  observed  a  very  striking  likeness.      At  tea  was  present 
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Mr.  West,  a  Philadelphian,  a  most  masterly  hand  in  historic  painting ; 
author  of  the  well-known  and  applauded  piece,  now  in  print,  called 
**lVest's  Death  of  Wolfe"  and  taken  from  his  painting.  He  is  now  at 
work  on  a  piece  called  the  **^ Death  of  Stephen^''  for  the  king,  and  for 
which  he  is  to  have  one  thousand  pounds.  Mr.  West  is  the  king's  hts- 
tor) -painter,  and  was  kind  enough  to  put  me  into  a  way  of  obtaining  a 
sight  of  the  queen's  palace,  which  he  tells  me  contains,  except  Hough- 
ton Hall,  the  finest  collection  of  capital  paintings  of  any  hoose  in  Eng- 
land. Returned  with  Mr.  Clarke,  who  was  going  to  see  his  son  Jonathan, 
sick.  .  .  . 

May  7.  Attempted  to  get  into  Drury  Lane  theatre,  to  sec  Mr.  Gar- 
rick  in  the  character  of  Archer,  but  the  crowd  so  great,  that  aftCT  sniTer- 
ing  thumps,  squeezes,  and  alnoost  suffocation  for  two  hours,  I  was  oU^cd 
to  retire  without  effecting  it.     Went  to  Mr.  Silsbee's  lodgings  to  lea.  .  .  . 

[June  6.]  London,  my  fa\-orite  pbce  of  abode,  is,  as  the  peasant 
said,  **a  sad  lUkpenny"  and  tmly  one  cannot  breathe  the  vital  air  with- 
out great  expense.  The  numerous  applications  to  the  treasory  by  Ameri- 
cans whose  pretensions  are  so  much  beyond  mine,  exclude  the  most 
distant  hope  of  relief  for  me,  should  inadverteoce  or  more  uDJustifiable 
principles  of  conduct  reduce  me  to  the  necessaty  of  asking  a  £nror, 
which  t  am  determined  at  all  events  to  defer  to  the  knigcst  period,  if 
it  please  the  great  Disposer  of  e\-ents  to  profcor^  my  uneasy  abode  in 
this  countT)-  of  aliens  for  many  da\-s  yet  to  come,  ,  ,  , 

[/««/  10.]  I  find  my  finances  so  ristUy  iessctuBg,  that  I  with  I 
could  remove  from  this  expensive  coantry,  (being  heaitily  tired  of  it.) 
and  old  as  I  am,  woold  gladly  enter  into  a  bosiness  connectioB  anywhere 
consistently  with  decency  and  integrity,  which  I  would  fiun  preserve.  The 
use  of  the  property  I  left  behind  me  I  fear  I  shall  never  be  the  better 
far ;  Utde  did  I  expect  from  afflaence  to  be  reduced  to  such  rigid  econ- 
omy as  pradence  now  exacts.  To  beg  is  a  meanikess  I  wi^  never  to  be 
redoced  toi,  and  to  starre  is  stnpid  ;  one  oomlbft,  as  I  am  £ut  declining 
into  die  vale  of  hfe,  my  miseries  cannot  pibbabfy  be  of  long  oontinn- 


[Oce  31.]  By  a  letter  from  Mr  Danforth  I  was  infoincd  some  of 
my  oonntiyiaen  were  abent  to  af^if  lo  the  admnialialMm  far  relied  — 
As  my  wiklcncc  has  been  nmch  \m^fx  than  ttie  okmi,  and  the  sndden- 
nc»  of  my  depnrtnre  from  home  rendering  it  nMnalhr  infieasible  lor  me 
to  become  possessed  of  mnch  money^  nnd  my  ptetemaons,  for  nosh^  I 
know,  being  as  good  as  any  and  brr—  **-^^  nkany.  I  prcsnme  I  shill 
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not  be  tiie  oohr  exde  left  b  »  forloni  OMuliUon  \i  «iiy  |U\»vilMl  \m 
made ;  and  if  never  made,  foriom  1  shall  xt\k\y  U.  ' 
day  vciy  aennbly  WMrning,     Had  1  receivttl  Mr    t 
time  I  shcMild  have  retorned  to  London,  but  tt  wa^  oiU«r«i  i 
presence  no«r  can  be  dispensed  with,  it  will  be  luorr  aitivt . 
pleasantly  enough  among  a  few  acquaintiiiictift,  at  th«  ittU  of  iMWiil^f 
guineas  a  year,  in  a  sUte  of  rigid  economy  thai  1  Utfvpf  btff^Ma  Will 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  putting  in  |»r*«"l»etf.  .  .  . 

[Drc.  31.]     My  little  bark  is  in  im*  Nii< 

unless  the  wind  shifts  quickly,  or  some  1 1  ,.  u»  i^Ul^ 

In  plain  English,  my  purse  is  nearly  empty  ;  —  whifh  « ih  iiuut4t)c«  hai  i 
of  late  frequently  reminded  me  of  an  cinblcuwtical  ilcvur  in  \hv  btrgin* 
ning  of  Fuller's  History  of  the  Holy  VViirs,  wlirieiii  on  tl»c  itghl  li»  a 
purse  distended  >\ith  gold  and  sUindiit^  upnglit,  on  ihr  WU  \Uv  tHiUia 
turned  upside  down,  in  a  lunk  cumUliun,  viiipiicd  wholly  ol  lU  t:i4U«;nl«j 
with  these  words,  under  ihc  forujer,  '*  wf  wtnt  uul  JhU^'  a4id  mihUi  Uur 
\2lWkk,  "'we  returned  tmpty."  1  do  not  know  but  I  mui  lUpwlcd  iiuu) 
my  country,  family  and  friendii,  on  ma  fooliith  and  lAOt«iitti<  giuuiul»  u* 
the  misguided  devotees  of  tiiat  time  did  to  ici»<.u«'  the  Muty  l«iud  <jutti 
iniidelb,  though  ou  opposite  principlei),  I  <  onfebb  i  tUi-y  Ui  tighi^  1  tg 
avoid  fighting.  I  now  begin  to  Itetnble  lent  the  bMiiir  bilr  tfWtiilh  ma  \ 
that  befell  them.  I  disUke  the  motives  of  the  chief  Agi'lita  n*  Ai.iijit 
and  their  whole  system  from  its  fint  nmuJl  beginnings  to  xU  full  <> 
growth  of  inde{>endency  ;  amd  I  ti  "  ' 
cvuniry  :  which  this  place  I  am  r-- 
the  welfare  of.  Hut  what  of  lliat  ;*  1 1 
not  to  reward  the  loyalty  of  every  »ubj« 
have  more  than  enougii  to  do  to  satisfy  tb«  '  -. 

1  cannot  foresee  what  1  may  brrr    t'   -  .  ,,,,,,   ,  ,.  ■«< 

hunger  and  nakedness  in  the  (.0  of  liir    » 

The^'  liave  not   bc«  f 

z:.*..  ck  -;  [1777J 

n>e  of  niv  wiic's  b«aJlh  and  Mellaie  in  N^/v^mUrr  last,  mi* 
kK^en  obitged  lo  pay  t«n  («oumk  aloriii^  io  liod  a  WMf*  <•  ' 
anur  in  my  siead.  .  .  . 

Martk  10      Walked 
lOlgll^eci  to  accompaov 
1  mabfittd  iofc 
Attoumdurafig  I 


fnuvutixt  fiTucuRrd  in'  tot:  tnexidsiupotxm-Tespectedthaic  ]hid|re'SeiBaI. 
]  Kcctvtrc  jaiorucr  oi:  tite  Liank  .  accampziueL:  miumanL  JixTiiaauis 
Liantorti..  I  LOOK  i.  uott  at  thtr  cashier's  aficr  for  Bcrent}  paandii  porabie 
to  oivael:'  u[i  tirmand.  aoc  thirn'  poimds  n:  cash,  ocnznii^  ven  ioToo^^ 
autl  j  iiu|Mr  ^rai^'u!  if  tiui:  bcinj:  «fiu>  xuu.  b>  frtmris.  beec  p>riwni  ic 
loc  luidst  o!  giucnnv  umspcct-  to  aei  im  tee:  or  Bm-.  jrramid  and  ^sot*- 
iuri.  f»v  |;um^>     may  I  Mueiy  impruvt  tnLs  .grarions  mrhiiggnce.  .  .  . 

2^:.  31.  TiMr  ieuiiy  shoNi;  w  Craoeraj  }fixi;^yn£-  and  iiis  amn  ifr 
aiioivcr  uTi  al!  tuujtL^  U'  qd  more:  hoDor  b  America,  than  dtt  knrek. 
ivnp^.  b^  tfKT  HtMv»;t.  call  iiiiug  tv  ttu>  distxarrcsd  coonm.  God  kanm^ 
Mfita'.  i^  liT  tiH:  k:s:.  Mil  I  tear  our  verjiemal  banishmcn:  mac  Amcnca 
is  unitu^t.  m  tti*r  book  of  ait  :  nothn^  box  tittr  ha]ii^  oi  aajot  mare 
-fevUittti^'  my  nativ'e  soil.  CTioying  m^'  old  mends  wtthin  xay  awn  flttk 
ikfiuatn.  ila^  iiitiicrti>  supported  my  droopmf:  comagr  :  bat  that  pm; 
Uk«ii  awAy  K»tv«>  m«  m  a  condiuoc  toc'  distressing  tr  tnink  of :  kam- 
«v«r.  amius:  Umt  mr.*rea!img  evik.  of  oid  agt:  1  iiavc  this  ronsniatinn.  tbai. 
mortitvi(i|.  a.-  iiiv  jo:  is.  severe  as  my  sa&iings^  may  he.  their  contmnancf 
laitiiu:  be  x<<«liii^.  .  .  . 

J:,Aettf\  ^r.  t-  "i77vi-  ^^  mformed  that  j  am  snspected  tD  he  ac 
Ameri'^ii  bj»> .  dia^afieciec  u>  |tovgiuiuem  .  this  iras  Teported  h>'  one 
CaltiMrr.  ii  vioieut  oaier  of  tot:  mhahnams  of  thi^  Amenrar.  canxmsin  and 
of  al.  M.*^  frietfd^  aud  wel.-wisnen^ :  his  maiice  1  despiiie.  and  he  power 
to  tiituf<-  tut  with  |:uv<emnjent  1  defy.  Exeter  ha^  iiecome  the  aeai 
of  v^^tuda..  pridt:.  luouspitaim .  foppery  :  an  awkwaid  rniiTarirm  of  Londoc 
toawier^.  K>  ther  Toliy.  j»re\'aii&- 

tKUiiue'  'Junfvci..yt»«»«tf.'  one  Letie^:-  tedhisL  by  Geoi;^  AlidnBOC  Ward.  !Ne« 
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Ora>Uui4  acrvc'.'   iii  liiv  cuiiLiueiiUit    ari|j>,   wab    iiianc   a  piiM'tici,   aiiCi    iulci    was 
rctcasicu  uii  pai>''c.     Imus*.  u[  iiis  iii'c  wa^  bptriit  in  I'eiiiis)Ivaiiia.     ilia  wuii.  iiau>  lii'.- 
iaults  Kji   icuiiiiibcci •«.'.,  :jli    uiiduubtcdiy  ^ivcs  us  ihc  sf>iriC  of    iu!>   cKitctmin.':^. 
biiuiuj$rauij\   c:  ^.^rasiim .   i^uyckiiiCK,  LytiopuiJii/  uf  Amttuatt  Liteialure,  1,  ,5^- 
J5U  —  Uii  lut.  Aixiciicaii  Uuops*,  Wiusui.  Aurraitve  auJ  Criticai  J/ntory,  VIH,  46;;, 
uccciie,  liijit/i  uti'  I'f  . 

THL  uujc'-i  now  was  10  raibc  my  compmi),  auu  a>  luc  airccu-.  oi  in^ 
ciL)  iiau  i.«:cii  prrtiy  wcii  swepi  m  liir  ijreccuiij;^  aii'l  coiileiuijo- 
rary  ic\.r^.   i:   v\as  jici.cs.s;ir\    10   have    recourse    i<>  Ui*:   cuuriT'. ,     .\i\ 
reciuiiiii,^  i-''*-*^*  '^'^s  iiicrciurc  bcni  oui  in  variuu:^  ullrcll";l^ ,  lii'i  t;ii'  r: 
ui    lijjk    uiin.'.;:    u,.-:    V'ji.    a>    iny.S'jii.   cxtrricu    iiinLtci;    Ui    tic.    L*Libij»«:> 
AUiuJi^  Ui'.   iiiLiii.    ullj.»^ea^>aIlt  pccuuaniica  01  Ujc  .tuicrKaii  s«.rvi<-.   i: 
woa  iiL>'i.  lii..  jcd-^:  '.ua.!  iiic  dru<Ji;cry,  waicij  lu  ulci  imitiar)  c:>taijiiaiiui':t;' ~ 
LieiuUt;^  ;.«  ^■c:jc.-.:.:-.  ::ii-.j  curporaii,  i»t'rc  uevoi\cu  ui.  lin;  coiimu.^sioii'-' 
oni*.c:;  .  ai;  .  Lii.-i  ui'.*  w !)'.»ie  uubUicsb  OI  recruiiiii|4,  oiiinUft.  *\:*..  rc^unr'; 
liic;:    uiiicuii'i'.-.  .   jicib 'Lidi  aiicuii'Jii.      1  lll^  vva:>   im^rc  cuipiiati'.aiiv  i.'i' 
cahi.  ii:  icLr,..:     t,  .  MLs(  i:  iiie  commou  opimon  waa,  inai  lut  nieii  iiir. 
Lac  oljj''. :.    »'.;•.   iir>'r*    !•  ■   Lnr  separaicu.  auu  «icJi'.'-,  i>/  set.  Ui<.  pciani 
wav^  kvt-:'.  .     .■...ijiu.ai^^  u.-iu.  anu  auovc  aii.  lutr  captaia,  was  uceriic'.    ;■ 

\ab:   .uijj. : ■  •.    i. .    'fi^st-  inclining;  10  eiiii^t .   ioi   iius  it-ay^i;  i   iui>!' 

;i  iju^c.i.-<c.        .:i  ■.•.'iii::i'ji;  wiin  inv  uromei  ofiicti;.  u-  j'UL  uiy  itcini^' 
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and  roysetf^  began  to  grow  insolcot,  and  manifested  an  xnteDtkn  to 
begin  a  quarrelf  in  the  issue  of  which,  he  no  doubt  calculated  on  gtving 
tis  a  drubbing.  The  disgrace  of  such  a  circurasts[a]nce,  presented  itself 
to  my  mind  in  colors  the  most  dismal,  and  I  resolved,  that  if  a  scuffle 
should  be  unavoidable,  it  should,  at  least,  be  as  serious  as  the  hangers 
which  my  lieutenant  and  myself  carried  by  our  sides,  could  make  it. 
Our  endeavor,  however,  was  to  guard  against  a  contest ;  but  the  moder> 
ation  we  testified,  was  attributed  to  fear.  At  length  the  arrogmoce  of 
the  principal  rufllian,  rose  to  such  a  height,  that  he  squared  himself  ibr 
battle  and  advanced  towards  me  in  an  attitude  of  defiance.  I  put  him 
by,  with  an  admonition  to  be  quiet,  though  with  a  secret  determination, 
that,  if  he  ref>eated  the  insult,  to  b^n  the  war,  whatever  might  be  the 
consequence.  The  occasion  was  soon  presented  ;  when  taking  excellent 
aim,  I  struck  him  with  the  utmost  force  between  the  eyes  and  sent  him 
staggering  to  the  other  end  of  the  room.  Then  instantly  drawing  oar 
hangers,  and  receiving  the  nuniiil  co-operation  of  the  corporal  and  drum- 
mer, we  were  fortunate  enough  to  put  a  stop  to  any  ftulher  hostilities. 
It  was  some  time  before  the  fellow  I  had  struck,  recovered  frcMn  the 
blow,  but  when  he  did,  he  was  quite  an  altered  man.  He  was  as  sub- 
missive as  could  be  wished,  begging  my  pardon  for  what  be  had  done» 
and  although  he  would  not  enlist,  he  hired  himself  to  me  for  a  few 
weeks  as  a  fifer,  in  which  capacity  he  had  acted  in  the  militia ;  aixl 
durmg  the  time  he  was  in  this  employ,  he  bore  about  the  effects  of  his 
insolence,  in  a  pair  of  black  eyes.  This  incident  would  be  little  worthy 
of  relating,  did  it  not  serve  in  some  degree  to  correct  the  error  of  those 
who  seem  to  conceive  the  year  1776  to  have  been  a  season  of  almost 
tmiversal  patriotic  enthusiasm.  It  was  Car  from  prevalent  in  my  opinion, 
amoc^  the  k>wer  ranks  of  the  people,  at  least  in  Pennsylvania.  At  all 
times,  indeed,  licentious,  levelling  principles  are  much  to  the  general 
taste,  and  were  of  course  popular  with  us ;  but  the  true  merits  of  the 
contest,  were  httle  understood  or  regarded.  The  oppc^tioo  to  the 
daims  of  Britain  originated  with  the  better  sort :  it  was  truly  aristocratic 
in  its  aMnmencement ;  and  as  the  oppressioo  to  be  apprehended,  had 
DOC  been  felt,  no  grounds  existed  for  genccal  enthusiasm.  The  cause  of 
liberty  it  is  true,  was  fashjoaibte,  and  there  wen  great  preparations  to 
fig^t  for  it ;  but  a  seal  propoctioBed  to  the  nagnitode  of  the  questioo, 
was  only  to  be  k>oked  for  in  the  minds  of  those  sagacious  politicians^ 
who  iafetied  elects  from  causes,  and  who,  as  Mr.  Burke  expresses  it, 
*;aHifliBd  the  apfiranch  at  tytaany  in  every  tainted  btceae." 
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Certain  it  was,  at  least,  ihat  recruiting  went  on  but  heavily.  Some 
officers  had  been  more  successful  than  others,  but  none  of  the  compa- 
nies  were  complete:  mine  perhaps  contained  about  half  its  complement 
of  men,  and  these  had  been  obtained  by  dint  of  great  exertion.  In 
this  situation,  captain  Lenox  of  Shee's  regiment  also,  suggested  the  try- 
ing our  luck  on  the  Eastern  shore  of  Maryland,  particularly  at  Chester, 
situated  on  the  river  of  that  name.  It  having  been  a  place  of  some 
trade,  it  was  supposed  there  might  be  seamen  or  long  short  men  there, 
out  of  employ.  .  .  .  Mr,  Heath  .  ,  .  helped  us  ...  to  a  recruit,  a 
feltow,  he  said,  who  would  do  to  stop  a  bullet  as  well  as  a  better  man, 
and  as  he  was  a  truly  worthless  dog,  he  held,  that  the  neighborhootl 
would  be  much  indebted  to  us  for  taking  him  away.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  With  such  unfavorable  prospects  in  Maryland,  it  would  have 
been  folly  to  have  proceeded  further ;  we  therefore,  set  off  on  our  way 
home  the  next  morning.  .  .  .  Returning  by  Wanvick,  we  sent  forward 
our  solitary  recruit,  for  whom  we  tossed  up  ;  and  in  winning,  I  was,  in 
fact,  but  a  very  small  gainer,  since  his  merits  had  been  set  at  their  full 
value  by  Mr.  Heath ;  and  he  was  never  fit  for  any  thing  better  than  the 
inglorious  post  of  camp  colour  man. 

After  this  unsuccessful  jaunt  I  bent  my  course  to  the  Four-lane  ends, 
Newtown,  and  Corryeti's  ferry ;  ihence  passing  into  Jersey,  I  proceeded 
to  the  Hickory  tavern,  to  Pittslown,  Baptisttown,  Flemmingtown,  and 
other  towns,  whose  names  I  do  not  rememl>er.  As  captain  Stewarl 
(the  late  general  Walter  Stewart)  of  our  regiment,  had  recently  reapt 
this  field,  I  was  only  a  gleaner :  In  the  whole  of  my  tour,  therefore,  I 
picked  up  but  three  or  four  men  :  and  could  most  sincerely  have  said, 

That  the  recniiting  trade,  with  all  its  train, 
Of  endless  care,  fatigue,  and  endless  pain, 

I  could  most  gladly  have  renounced,  even  without  the  very  preferable 
alternative  of  captain  Plume.  My  number  of  privates  might  now  have 
amounted  to  about  forty,  but  these  were  soon  augmented  by  the  noble 
addition  of  one  and  twenty  stout  native  Americans,  brought  by  lieutenants 
Edwards  and  Forrest  from  Egg  Harbour. 

[Alexander  Graydon],  Memoirs  of  a  U/e,  chiefiy  passed  in  Pennsylvania 
(  Harrisburg,  1 8  M  ),  117-122  passim. 
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171.    A  Brave  Man's  Death  (1776) 

ANONYMOUS 

N&than  Hale  was  a  graduate  of  Yale,  and  was  teaching  school  when  the  war 
broke  out.  At  the  earnest  rct^ucst  of  Washington  he  agreed  to  act  as  a  spy,  and  was 
captured  and  hung.  The  heroic  episode  made  a  great  impression  in  favor  of  the 
patriots,  —  Bibliography :  Tyler,  Literary  Hiitory  of  the  Revolution,  II,  183-186; 
Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History^  VI,  333-334;  Benson  J.  Losdng,  The  Two 
^pf",  3-34. 

TH  E  breezes  went  steadily  thro*  the  lall  pines, 
A  saying  "  oh  I  hu-ush  1 "  a  saying  "  oh  I  hu-ush  \  " 
As  stilly  stole  by  a  bold  legion  of  horse, 
For  Hale  in  the  bush,  for  Hale  in  the  bush. 

"  Keep  still !  "  said  the  thrush  as  she  nestled  her  young, 
In  a  nest  by  the  road  ;  in  a  nest  by  the  road. 

"  For  the  tyrants  are  near,  and  with  them  appear. 
What  bodes  us  no  good,  what  bodes  us  no  good." 

The  brave  captain  heard  it,  and  thought  of  his  home. 
In  a  cot  by  the  brook  ;  in  a  cot  by  the  brook. 

With  mother  ami  sister  and  meiiiories  dear, 
He  so  gaily  forsook  ;  he  so  gaily  forsook. 

Cooling  shades  of  the  night  were  coming  apace, 

The  tattoo  had  beat ;  the  tattoo  had  beat. 
The  noble  one  sprang  from  his  dark  lurking  place. 

To  make  his  retreat ;  to  make  his  retreat. 

He  warily  trod  on  the  dry  rustling  leaves. 

As  he  pass'd  thro'  the  wood ;  as  he  pass'd  thro'  the  wood ; 
And  silently  gain'd  his  rude  launch  on  the  shore, 

As  she  play'd  with  the  flood  ;  as  she  play'd  with  the  flood. 

The  guards  of  the  camp,  on  that  dark,  dreary  night, 
Had  a  murderous  will;  had  a  murderous  wiU. 

They  took  hira  and  bore  him  afar  from  the  shore, 
To  a  hut  on  the  hill ;  to  a  hut  on  the  hill 

No  mother  was  there,  nor  a  friend  who  could  cheer, 
In  that  little  stone  cell ;  in  that  little  stone  cell. 

But  he  trusted  in  love,  from  his  father  above. 

In  his  heart,  all  was  well ;  in  his  heart,  all  was  well 
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An  ominous  owl  with  his  solemn  base  voice, 
Sat  moaning  hard  by ;  sat  moaning  hard  by. 

"  The  tyrant's  proud  minions  most  gladly  rejoice, 
For  he  must  soon  die  ;  for  he  must  soon  die." 

The  brave  fellow  told  them,  no  thing  he  restram'd. 

The  cruel  gen'ral ;  the  cruel  gen'raL 
His  errand  from  camp,  of  the  ends  to  be  gain'd, 

And  said  that  was  all ;  and  said  that  was  all. 

They  took  him  and  bound  him  and  bore  him  away, 

Down  the  hill's  grassy  side  ;  down  the  hill's  grassy  side. 

'Twas  there  the  base  hirelings,  in  royal  array, 
His  cause  did  deride  ;  his  cause  did  deride. 

Five  minutes  were  given,  short  moraents,  no  more, 

For  him  to  repent ;  for  him  to  repent ; 
He  pray'd  for  his  mother,  he  ask'd  not  another, 

To  Heaven  he  went ;  to  Heaven  he  went. 

The  faith  of  a  martyr,  the  tragedy  shew'd, 

As  he  trod  the  last  stage ;  as  he  trod  the  last  stage. 

And  Britons  will  shudder  at  gallant  Hale's  blood, 
As  his  words  do  presage,  as  his  words  do  presage. 

"  Thou  pale  king  of  terrors,  thou  life's  gloomy  foe, 
Go  frighten  the  slave,  go  frighten  the  slave ; 

Tell  tyrants,  to  you,  their  allegiance  they  owe. 
No  fears  for  the  brave ;  no  fears  for  the  brave." 

Frank  Moore,  SaHj^s  ami  Ballads  of  the  American  Rn>olutioH  (New  York, 
1856),  T3t-i33. 

»■  - 

172.    Arrival  of  a  French  Volunteer  (1777) 

BY   GENERAL    MARIE    PAUL    JOSEPH,    MARQUIS    DE   LAFAYETTE 

(Tkanslated  bv  Jared  Sparks,  1834) 

Lahiyette  was  the  most  distjnguisbed  of  the  rnnny  French  officers  in  the  American 
•crvice,  and  had  great  influence  later  in  securing  the  French  alliance.  —  Hibliography  : 
Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  //lilary,  VI,  547;  Chadcmagne Tower,  Jr.,  Zd/dyr/Z^ 
in  iht  American  Revottttion. 

Charleston,  19  June,  1777. 

MY  last  letter  to  yoii,  my  dear  love,  has  informed  you,  that  I  arrived 
safely  in  this  country,  after  having  suffered  a  little   from  sea- 
sickness during  the  first  weeks  of  the  voyage  j   that  I  was  then,  the 
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morning  after  I  landed,  at  the  hoase  of  m.  very  kind  officer ;  that  I  had 
been  nearly  two  months  on  the  passage^  and  that  I  wished  to  set  off 
immediately.  It  spoke  of  every  thing  most  interestii^  to  my  heart ;  of 
my  sorrow  at  parting  from  you,  and  of  our  dear  children ;  and  it  said, 
besides,  that  I  was  in  excellent  health.  I  give  you  this  abstract  of  it, 
because  the  Knglish  may  possibly  amuse  themselves  by  seizing  it  oo  its 
way.  I  have  such  coniidence  in  my  hicky  star,  however,  that  I  hoffe 
it  will  reach  yoa.  This  same  star  has  befriended  me,  to  the  astonish- 
ment  of  e\^ry  body  here.  Trust  to  it  yovirself,  and  be  assured  that  it 
ought  to  calm  all  >v)ur  fears.  I  landed  after  having  sailed  several  da3's 
along  a  coast,  which  swarmed  with  hostile  vessels.  When  I  arrived. 
e\^CTy  body  sai<i  that  my  vessel  must  inevitably  be  taken,  since  two 
British  frigates  blockaded  the  harbour.  I  e%-en  went  so  &r  as  to  send 
orders  to  the  captain,  both  b%'  land  and  sea,  to  pat  the  men  on  sbcnv 
and  set  fire  to  the  ship,  if  not  yet  too  late.  Bj-  a  roost  wonderful  good 
fortune,  a  gale  obliged  the  frigates  to  stand  out  to  sea  for  a  short  time. 
My  vessel  came  in  at  noon-day,  without  meeting  friend  or  foe. 

At  Charleston  I  have  met  General  Howe,  an  American  officer  now  in 
the  ser\ice.  The  (io^'cmor  of  the  State  is  expected  this  evening  from 
the  country-.  AH  «*ith  m'hom  1  wished  to  become  acquainted  here,  have 
shown  me  the  greatest  politeness  and  attention.  I  feel  entirely  satisfied 
with  my  reception,  although  I  have  not  thought  it  best  to  go  into  any 
detail  respecting  my  arrangements  and  plans.  1  «'ish  first  to  see  Con- 
gress. I  hope  to  set  out  for  Philadelphia  in  two  days.  Our  route  is 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fift\-  leagues  by  land.  We  shall  divide  our- 
seh'es  into  small  parties.  I  have  already  purchased  horses  and  light 
carriages  for  the  jotimey.  Some  French  and  .American  vessels  arc  here, 
and  are  to  sail  together  to-morrow  morning,  taking  advantage  of  a 
moment  when  the  frigates  are  out  of  sight.  Thej-  are  armed,  and  have 
promised  me  to  defend  themselves  stoutly  against  the  small  privateers, 
which  they  will  certainly  meet.  1  shall  distribute  my  letters  among  the 
different  ships. 

I  will  now  tell  you  about  the  cotmtr>-  and  its  inhabitants.  They  are 
as  agreeable  as  my  enthusiasm  had  painted  them.  Simplicity  of  man- 
ners, kindness,  love  of  coiintn-  and  of  liberty,  and  a  delightfiil  equality 
everv'  where  prevail.  The  wealthiest  man  and  the  poorest  are  on  a 
level :  and.  although  there  are  some  lai^^e  fortimes,  I  challenge  any  one 
to  discover  the  slightest  difference  between  the  manners  of  these  two 
cUnses  respectively  tow;infls  each  other.     I  first  saw  the  caaatry  life  ax 
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the  house  of  Major  Huger.  I  am  now  in  the  city,  where  every  thing 
is  very  much  after  the  Knghsh  fashion,  except  that  there  is  more  sim- 
pHcity,  equality^  conliahly,  and  courtesy  here  than  in  England.  The 
city  of  Charleston  is  one  of  the  handsomest  and  best  built,  and  its  in- 
habitants among  the  most  agreeable,  that  I  have  ever  seen.  The  Ameri- 
can women  are  very  pretty,  simple  in  their  manners,  and  exhibit  a 
neatness,  which  is  every  where  cultivated  even  more  studiously  than  in 
England.  What  most  charms  me  is,  that  all  the  citizens  are  brethren. 
In  America,  there  are  no  poor,  nor  even  what  we  call  peasantry.  Each 
individual  has  his  own  honest  property,  ami  the  same  rights  as  the 
most  wealthy  landed  proprietor.  The  inns  are  very  different  from  those 
of  Europe ;  the  host  and  hostess  sit  at  table  with  you,  and  do  the 
honors  of  a  comfortable  meal ;  and,  on  going  away,  you  pay  your  bill 
without  higgling.  When  one  does  not  wish  to  go  to  an  inn,  there  are 
country-houses  where  the  title  of  a  good  American  is  a  sufficient  pass- 
port to  all  those  civilities  paid  in  Europe  to  one's  friend. 

As  to  my  own  reception,  it  has  been  most  agreeable  in  every  quarter ; 
and  to  have  come  with  me  secures  the  most  flattering  welcome.  I 
have  just  passed  five  hours  at  a  grand  dinner,  given  in  honor  of  me  by 
an  individual  of  this  city.  Generals  Howe  and  Moultrie,  and  several 
officers  of  my  suite,  were  present.  We  drank  healths  and  tried  to  talk 
English.  I  begin  to  speak  it  a  little.  To-morrow  I  shall  go  with  these 
gentlemen  to  call  on  the  Governor  of  the  Stale,  and  make  arrangements 
for  my  departure.  The  next  day  the  commanding  officers  here  will 
show  me  the  city  and  its  environs,  and  then  I  shall  set  out  for  the  army. 

Considering  the  pleasant  life  I  lead  in  this  country,  my  sympathy 
with  the  people,  which  makes  me  feel  as  much  at  ease  in  their  society 
as  if  I  had  known  them  for  twenty  years,  the  similarity  between  their 
mode  of  thinking  and  my  own,  and  my  love  of  liberty  and  of  glory,  one 
might  suppose  that  I  am  very  happy.  But  you  are  not  with  me  ;  ray 
friends  are  not  with  me ;  and  there  is  no  happiness  for  me  far  from  you 
and  them.  I  ask  you,  if  you  still  love  me  ;  but  I  put  the  same  question 
much  oftener  to  myself,  and  my  heart  always  responds,  Yes.  I  am 
impatient  beyond  measure  to  hear  from  you.  I  hope  to  find  letters  at 
Philadelphia.  My  only  fear  is,  that  the  privateer,  which  is  to  bring 
them,  may  be  captured  on  her  passage.  Although  I  suppose  I  have 
drawn  upon  me  the  special  displeasure  of  the  English,  by  taking  the 
liberty  to  depart  in  spite  of  them,  and  by  landing  in  their  very  face,  yet 
I  confess  they  will  not  be  in  arrears  with  me,  should  they  capture  this 
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ressel,  my  cherished  hope,  on  which  I  so  ioDdly  depend  for  kttcn  froa 
you.  Write  frequent  and  long  letters.  You  do  not  knov  the  iidi  catcat 
of  the  joy  with  which  I  shall  receive  them.  Embrace  Henrietta  tendeify 
May  I  fiay  embrace  tenderly  our  (kildren  f  The  father  of  these  poor 
dtildren  is  a  rov^r,  but  a  goo<l  and  honest  man  at  heart ;  a  good  iuiier, 
who  loves  his  family  deariy,  and  a  good  hosband,  who  loves  his  wife 
with  all  his  heart. 

Remember  me  to  your  friends  and  my  own,  to  the  dear  sodc^,  oooe 
the  society  of  the  court,  bat  which  by  the  lapse  of  time  has  beoooic  the 
aodety  of  the  W^0den  Sm^ni,  We  repubhcans  think  it  all  the  beOo: 
I  must  kcve  off  far  want  of  paper  and  time ;  and  if  I  do  not  repeat  to 
yon  ten  rtwwwand  times  tiiait  I  love  yoo,  it  is  not  from  any  want  of  fed- 
ing,  bat  from  modesty ;  since  I  have  the  presimptian  to  hope,  tint  I 
hare  already  convinced  you  of  it.  The  n^gjfat  is  te  advanced,  and  the 
heat  dreadfbL  I  am  dei'oured  by  ii^ects ;  so^  yon  see,  ibe  best  oomi- 
tries  have  their  disadvantages,     .\dicii.  •    _^--__- 

Gcofge  Washii^ton,  H'nUt^  (edited  bv  Jaied  Sparks.  Boosiao,  1S34),  \\ 
Appendix,  4$i-453- 


1 73.    '*  Battalions  of  Negroes  '*  { 1 779) 

BV   COl-OXEL    At^XAVDER    HAWILTOX 

HamSton  was  a  voang  West  IndiaA,  al  the  onlhreak  of  the  wax  m  stadent  at  Kiag^ 
(CohnnNa)  College,  He  came  forward  al  once  as  aa  eftective  pamplddee^  i  WixMfA 
te  anmr,  mnf^  attracted  Wariini|pa«\  Crwrabte  BOtioe.  Lattr  be  was  ■■aaliar -of  Che 
Cnngvcai  of  the  Coniaieniiai.  and  Secwcaiy  of  the  Treasorr  (aee  CMOm^gtmntK 
III)  — Bihbagniahf:  FoBid,  ^UitAetm  HamtUimiama  ;  Winscc,  Sarrattot  mmd 
CrtHfftl  fhtUtry^xiX^  325-3*;  Oiamm^  and  Hart,  GwiJe^  §15*. 

pfjy^  ^in  Head-qoailefv  March  i4th.  17^ 

C^LOXEL  Lanrens,  who  wxD  have  the  hoaour  of  delivering  yon 
this  letter,  is  on  his  way  to  Sooth  Carobiia,  on  a  pn^ect  vhidi 
I  think,  in  the  present  sitttaiioo  of  aflinn  there,  is  a  venr  good  one,  and 
deserves  every  kind  of  sopport  nnd  tMiuiunguinePL  This  is  to  raise 
two,  thfee,  or  four  bnnnhons  of  negfoes^  with  the  assistance  of  the  gov- 
tamuetit  of  that  State,  by  oootribiitioiis  from  the  owners,  in  proportion 
10  the  nomber  they  poscss.  If  ^Nm  should  think  proper  to  cMer  tipon 
the  sobjed  with  him,  he  will  give  yoo  a  detail  of  his  pAan.  He  widies 
••D  hwe  it  wBwnnniended  byCmtgraas  lolheSlnie;  aiid,  as  nn  indncn- 
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meat,  that  they  would  engage  to  take  those  battalions  into  continental 
pay. 

It  appears  to  me  that  an  expedient  of  this  kind,  in  the  present  state  of 
southern  affairs,  is  the  m€>st  ratiotial  that  can  be  adopted,  and  promises 
very  important  advanlages.  Indeed,  I  hardly  see  how  a  sufficient  force 
can  be  cullected  in  that  quarter  without  it  ;  and  the  enemy's  operations 
there  are  growing  infinitely  serious  and  formidable.  I  have  not  the  least 
doubt  that  the  negroes  will  make  very  excellent  soldiers  with  proper 
management ;  and  I  will  venture  to  pronounce  that  they  cannot  be  put 
into  better  hands  than  those  of  Mr.  Laurens.  He  has  all  the  zeal,  intel- 
ligence, enterprise,  and  every  other  qualification  necessary  to  succeed 
in  such  an  undertaking.  It  is  a  maxim  with  some  great  milttary  judges, 
that  with  sensible  officers,  soldiers  can  harilly  be  too  stupid  ;  and,  on 
this  principle,  it  is  thought  that  the  Russians  would  make  the  best 
troops  in  the  worKl,  if  they  were  under  other  officers  than  their  own. 
The  King  of  Prussia  is  among  the  number  who  maintain  this  doctrine, 
and  has  a  very  emphatical  saying  on  the  occasion,  which  I  do  not 
exactly  recollect.  I  mention  this,  because  I  hear  it  frequently  objected 
to  the  scheme  of  imbwiying  negroes,  that  they  are  too  stupid  to  make 
soldiers.  This  is  so  far  from  appearing  to  me  a  valid  objection^  that 
I  think  their  want  of  cultivation  (for  their  natural  faculties  are  probably 
as  good  as  ours),  joined  to  thai  habit  of  subordination,  which  they 
acquire  from  a  life  of  servitude,  will  make  them  sooner  become  soldiers 
than  our  white  inhabitants.  Let  officers  be  men  of  sense  and  sentiment, 
and  the  nearer  the  soldiers  approach  to  machines,  perhaps  the  better. 

1  foresee  that  this  project  will  have  to  combat  much  opposition  from 
prejudice  and  self-interest.  The  contempt  we  have  been  taught  to 
entertain  for  the  blacks,  makes  us  fancy  many  things  that  are  founded 
neither  in  reason  nor  experience  ;  and  an  unwillingness  to  part  with 
properly  of  so  valuable  a  kind,  will  furnish  a  thousand  arguments  to 
show  the  impracticability,  or  pernicious  tendency,  of  a  scheme  which 
requires  such  a  s^icrifice.  But  it  should  be  considered,  that  if  we  do 
not  make  use  of  them  in  this  way,  the  enemy  probably  will ;  and  that 
the  best  way  to  counteract  the  temptations  they  will  hold  out,  will  be  to 
offer  them  ourselves.  An  essential  part  of  the  plan  is  to  give  them 
their  freedom  with  their  muskets.  This  will  secure  their  fidelity,  ani- 
mate their  courage,  and,  I  believe,  will  have  a  good  influence  upon 
those  who  remain,  by  opening  a  iloor  to  their  emancipation.  This  cir- 
cumstance, I  confess,  has  no  small  weight  in  inducing  me  to  wish  the 


4^9^  AflMiicui  rbiccs 

9BOOCSS  oC  vR  pra|BCl;   far  ilic  ncutcs  of  I 

cqniv  iMesnest  ■Riii6K«(w<ifilMs«BiomMaiecfassoi'i 

AlFK. 


«t.  <N«ir  Y«lu.  s:SiiV  IL  3"-i^ 


174.   Hie  Inoonvcniciiccs  of  Miliu  •(  17S0J 


I 


M0M5^  ^  'SCi  ^M>£  -BS  «HC  tn  alt  NOtnumHiideBsiB-^jbitsf.     Vt9  raft  en  Uilk.  mspUBr  1 

[  T  is  1^  tmr  jidiiqi-  ti  .Kxaenck  nm  to  comem  boself  «3di 
len^KirHni-  «3g)ediem&,  bm  lo  endeavor,  if  powBihlr,  lo  f^ 
oonsiscenrr  and  ndbdin-  lo  her  ineisnne&.  An  gwinmal  step  id  tfas 
wil]  lie  immeduQehr  lo  demise  a  p^hh,  and  pm  it  m  CKecatiaii.  iar  pro- 
i«idh]f^  men  lo  time  lo  re^ilBce  those  ^liio  vfl]  leame  us  ox  xhe  end  of  ^le 
yem.  iar  snhsistn^  and  "mat-in^  ji  Tcasanahle  alkMooKX  to  the  irfTurj^ 
joid  soldiers.  Tht  plan  iar  this  pmpcse  onpht  to  iie  of  .gencntl  QpexK- 
tion,  and  imch  as  wfl]  esecme  iatd£.  Eiqiehcnce  hu  shown,  that  a 
peremptorr  drH&  wfl]  lie  the  onhr  efectnal  one  If  a  dxaft  :br  ^le  «ar 
or  three  vcor  can  be  gffecacdr  i^  ouffhi  to  he  made  on  evoj  acconnt. 
A  shorter  perind  than  b  year  is  inadmisibie.  To  one,  who  has  h^m 
wstnes  to  the  cvik,  faroogto  iqion  ns  by  shon  eniistmemK,  tiie  ^nstem 
appeals  to  have  been  pemicions  beyond  descriptian,  and  a  crowd  of 
motives  present  themKlvts  to  dictarc  a  change,  li  may  easi]^  he 
shown,  that  all  the  mis&inmies  we  hawe  met  with  in  the  mihtKry  iiae 
are  to  be  atiribiited  to  this  cause. 

Had  we  formed  a  pemuoiein  anm  in  the  bqmming.  which,  b^*  the 
comiDuance  of  the  aune  men  in  service,  had  been  capable  of  dacipiinc, 
wr  never  shouid  have  had  to  retreat  with  a  handthl  ai  men  acnxE  the 
Debwarc  m  '76,  trembling  iar  the  ftrte  of  Amenca.  which  nothing  but 
the  inttuuation  oi  the  enemy  conlci  have  saved  :  we  should  not  have 
lemamed  all  the  socceediog  winter  at  their  mercy,  with  somrtimrs 
scaicek  a  sufficiem  bod^*  of  men  to  mount  the  -ardiiwi}-  £»nd^  iiable 
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at  every  moment  to  be  dissipated,  if  they  had  only  thought  proper  to 
march  against  us  :  wc  should  not  have  been  under  the  necessity  of 
fighting  at  Brandy  wine,  with  an  unequal  number  of  raw  troops,  and 
afterwards  of  seeing  Philadelphia  fall  a  prey  to  a  victorious  array ;  we 
should  not  have  been  at  Valley  Forge  with  less  than  half  the  force  of 
the  enemy,  destitute  of  every  thing,  in  a  situation  neither  to  resist  nor  to 
retire;  we  should  not  have  seen  New  York  left  with  a  handful  of  men, 
yet  an  overmatch  for  the  main  army  of  these  States,  while  the  principal 
part  of  their  force  was  detached  for  the  reduction  of  two  of  them ;  we 
should  not  have  found  ourselves  this  spring  so  weak,  as  to  be  insulted 
by  five  thousand  men,  unable  to  protect  our  baggage  and  Magazines, 
their  security  ilepending  on  a  good  countenance,  and  a  want  of  enter- 
prise in  the  enemy  ;  we  should  not  have  been  the  greatest  part  of  the 
war  inferior  to  the  enemy,  indebted  for  our  safety  to  their  inactivity, 
enduring  frequently  the  mortification  of  seeing  inviting  opportunities  to 
ruin  them  pass  unimproved  for  want  of  a  force,  which  the  country  was 
completely  able  to  afford  ;  to  see  the  Country  ravaged,  our  towns  burnt, 
the  inhabitants  plundered,  abused,  murdered  with  impunity  from  the 
same  cause. 

Nor  have  the  ill  effects  been  confined  to  the  military  line.  A  great 
part  of  the  embarrassments  in  the  civil  departments  flow  from  the  same 
source.  The  derangement  of  our  finances  is  essentially  to  be  ascribed 
to  it.  The  ex|>enses  of  the  war,  and  the  Paper  emissions,  have  been 
greatly  multiplied  by  it.  We  have  had,  a  great  part  of  the  time,  two 
sets  of  men  to  feed  and  pay,  the  discharged  men  going  home  and  the 
Levies  coming  in.  This  was  more  remarkable  in  '75  and  '76.  The 
difficulty  and  cost  of  engaging  men  have  increased  at  every  successive 
attempt,  till  aitiong  the  present  levies  we  find  there  are  some,  who  have 
received  a  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  in  specie  for  five  months'  service, 
while  our  officers  are  reduced  to  the  disagreeable  necessity  of  perform- 
ing the  duties  of  drill  sergeants  to  them,  and  with  this  mortifying  reflec- 
tion annexed  to  the  business,  that,  by  the  time  they  have  taught  those 
men  the  nidiments  of  a  soldier's  duty,  their  term  of  service  will  have 
expired,  and  the  work  is  to  recommence  with  an  entire  new  set.  The 
consumption  of  Provision,  arms,  accoutrements,  stores  of  every  kind, 
has  been  doubled  in  spite  of  every  precaution  I  could  use.  not  only 
from  the  cause  just  mentioned,  but  from  the  carelessness  and  licentious- 
ness incident  to  militia  and  irregular  Troops.  Our  discipline  also  has 
been   much  injured,  if  not   ruined,  by  such   frequent   changes.     The 
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ftcqpMnt  calls  upon  the  mihtia  have  interrupted  the  cultivation  of  the 
tAmI,  and  of  course  have  lessened  the  qoantity  of  its  prodnce,  occa- 
MOQcd  a  $cairity»  aixi  enhanced  the  prices.  In  an  annj  so  unstable  as 
oi»%  onlec  and  ccoooaijr  have  been  impvacticable.  No  person,  who 
iMtt  been  a  dose  obaerver  of  the  pcogres  of  our  afiuis^  can  doobc  that 
nnr  osntacf  has  depreciated  without  coaipanson  more  npidly  frooi  the 
i|slem  of  alhort  tuoXiaitmeuis^  than  it  would  have  done  ockecwise. 

Tbtete  is  every  iCiMft  In  believe^  tbe  War  kas  been  pranacted  on  this 
•ocuont.  Our  opyoriliMi  being  less^  made  the  smceates  of  tbe  enemy 
Cranler.  Tbe  lnc^aalMn  of  the  anay  kept  afise  dieir  bopes^  and  at 
cvtfl]f  period  of  Ibe  diaoMbn  of  a  oonsidefabfte  part  of  it,  they  have 
itffetmd  iMiMlini  nilli  some  dwiMtc  advMi«Bes.  Had  we  kept 
nfCRMMBt  an^f  on  fboi^  Ibc  caemy  rmiJil  kmc  hfad  noihiag  tn  hope 
9Mt^  and  vonnl  in  Ml  ppBbMMliQf  hnn  ■stencn  to  icKmslo4g  smoc 

cannc>*MM  Ift  the  ciuRs  of  theeneaiy;  ifitispntv 

01^  it  nmst  btve  a  conkBaiT  clfeci.and  noribi^^  I  bd|pic; 

mnrc  %o  give  «  peace  the  cnmi^f  winter,    it  wfl  be  aa 
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175.    Military  Punishments  (1780) 

BY  SURGEON  JAMES  THACHER 

Tbacher  wu  a.  medical  student  who  joined  the  army  in  1775  and  served  in  the 
medical  service  until  17S3.  His  interesting  journal  wa&  modified  and  polished  when 
published  forty  years  later,  antl  hence  does  not  give  quite  his  contemporary  views. -^ 
Bibliography  :  Tyler,  Literary  History  of  tht  Revolution^  II,  4 16-4 1 S. 

P ,  8    1     A  ^  *^  ^^  make  up  the  full  measure  of  grief 

^  y     »     7     -J    ^-^    and  embarrassment  to   the   Commander 

in  Chief,  repeated  complaints  have  been  made  to  him  that  some  of  the 
soldiers  are  in  the  practice  of  pilfering  and  plundering  the  inhabitants  of 
their  poultry,  sheep,  pigs,  and  even  their  cattle,  from  their  farms.  This 
marauding  practice  has  often  been  prohibited  m  general  orders,  under  the 
severest  penalties,  and  some  exemplary  punishments  have  been  inflicted. 
General  Washington  possesses  an  inflexible  firmness  of  purpose,  and  is 
determined  that  discipline  and  subordination  in  camp  shall  be  rigidly 
enforced  and  maintained.  The  whole  army  has  been  sufficiently  warned, 
and  cautioned  against  robbing  the  inhabitants  on  any  pretence  whatever, 
and  no  soldier  is  subjected  to  punishment  without  a  fair  trial,  and  con- 
viction by  a  court  martial.  Death  has  been  inflicted  in  a  few  instances 
of  an  atrocious  nature,  but  in  general,  the  punishment  consists  in  a 
public  whippings  and  the  number  of  stripes  is  proportioned  to  the 
degree  of  offence.  The  law  of  Moses  prescribes  forty  stripes  save  one, 
but  this  number  has  often  been  exceeded  in  our  camp.  In  aggravated 
cases,  and  with  old  offenders,  the  culprit  is  sentenced  to  receive  one 
hundred  lashes,  or  more.  It  is  always  the  doty  of  the  drummers  and 
fifers  to  inflict  the  chastisement,  and  the  drum  major  must  attend  and 
see  that  the  duty  is  faithfully  performed.  The  culprit  being  securely 
tied  to  a  tree,  or  post,  receives  on  his  naked  back  the  number  of  lashes 
assigned  him,  by  a  whip  formed  of  several  small  knotted  cords,  which 
sometimes  cut  through  the  skin  at  every  stroke.  However  strange  it  may 
appear,  a  soldier  will  often  receive  the  severest  stripes  without  uttering 
a  groan,  or  once  shrinking  form  [from]  the  lash,  even  while  the  blood 
flows  freely  from  his  lacerated  wonnds.  This  must  be  ascribed  to  stub- 
bornness or  pride.  They  have  however,  adopted  a  method  which  they 
say  mitigates  the  anguish  in  some  measure,  it  is  by  putting  between  the 
teeth  a  leaden  bullet,  on  which  they  chew  while  under  the  lash,  till  it  is 
made  quite  flat  and  jagged.  In  some  instances  of  incorrigible  villains, 
it  is  adjn[d]ged  by  the  court  that  the  culprit  receive  his  punishment  at 


494 


American  Forces 


r^lV 


several  different  times,  a  certain  number  of  stripes  repeated  at  iDtenrab 
of  two  or  three  days,  in  which  case  the  wounds  are  in  a  state  of  iofUm- 
mation,  and  the  skin  rendered  more  sensibly  tender ;  and  the  terror  of 
the  punishment  is  greatly  aggravated.  Another  mode  of  punishmeDi 
is  that  of  running  the  gantlet^  this  is  done  by  a  company  of  soldiers 
standing  in  two  lines,  each  one  furnished  with  a  switch,  and  the  criminal 
is  made  lo  run  between  them  and  receive  the  scourge  from  their  hands 
on  his  naked  back ;  but  the  delinquent  runs  so  rapidly,  and  the  soldiers 
are  so  apt  to  favor  a  comrade,  that  it  often  happens  in  this  way  that  the 
punishment  is  very  trivial  \  but  on  some  occasions,  a  soldier  is  ordered 
to  hold  a  bayonet  at  his  breast  to  impede  his  steps.  If  a  noncom- 
missioned  officer  is  sentenced  to  corporeal  punishment,  he  is  always 
degraded  to  the  soldier's  rank.  The 'practice  of  corporeal  punishment 
in  an  army  has  become  a  subject  of  animadversion,  and  both  the  policy 
and  propriety  of  the  measure  have  been  called  in  question.  It  may  be 
observed  that  the  object  of  punishment  is  to  exhibit  examples,  to  deter 
others  from  committing  crimes;  that  corporeal  punishment  may  be 
made  sufficiently  severe  as  a  commutation  for  the  punishment  of  death 
in  ordinary  cases ;  it  is  more  humane,  and  by  saving  the  life  of  a  sol- 
dier, we  prevent  the  loss  of  his  services  to  the  public.  In  justification 
of  the  practice,  it  is  alleged  also,  that  in  the  British  army  it  has  long 
been  established  in  their  military  code,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  to  sen- 
tence a  criminal  to  receive  a  thousand  lashes,  and  that  they  aggravate 
its  horrors  in  the  most  cruel  manner,  by  repeating  the  stripes  from  day 
to  day,  before  the  wounds  are  healed  ;  and  instances  are  not  wanting  of 
its  having  been  attended  with  fatal  consequences.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  objected,  that  corporeal  punishment  is  disreputable  to  an  army,  it 
wUl  never  reclaim  the  unprincipled  villain,  and  it  has  a  tendency  to 
repress  the  spirit  of  ambition  and  enterprise  in  the  young  soldier ;  and 
the  individual  thus  ignominiously  treated,  can  never,  in  case  of  promo- 
tion for  meritorious  services,  be  received  with  complacency  as  a  com- 
panion for  other  officers.  These  objections  will  apply  to  most  other 
modes  of  punishment,  and  it  remains  to  be  decided,  which  is  the  most 
eligible  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  that  subofdination  so  indispen- 
sable in  all  armies. 

James  Thacher,  A  Military  jMommi  during  tkt  Amtrkam  RevcbduMuary 
War^  from  trJS  ta  ifSj  (Bosto«K  18:13)*  22>-224. 
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176.    At  Washington's  Headquarters  (1780) 

BY    FRAN1JOIS   JEAN,    MARQUIS    DE   CHASTELLUX   ( 1 786) 

(Translated  by  George  G reive,  i78;r) 

For  Chastetluxt  sec  above,  No-  137.^ — This  is  perhaps  the  best  account  of  the 
camp-life  of  Washington. 

T  lengthy  after  riding  two  miles  along  the  right  flank  of  the 
army,  and  after  passing  thick  woods  on  the  right,  I  found 
myself  in  a  small  plain,  where  1  saw  a  handsome  farm  ;  a  small  camp  which 
seemed  to  cover  it^  a  large  lent  extended  in  the  court,  and  several  wag- 
gons round  it,  convinced  me  that  this  was  his  Exceikn€y\  quarter ;  for 
it  is  thus  Mr.  Washington  is  called  in  the  army,  and  throughout  America. 
M.  de  la  Fayette  was  in  conversation  with  a  tall  man,  five  foot  nine 
inches  high,  (about  five  foot  ten  inches  and  a  half  Enghsh)  of  a  noble 
and  mild  countenance.  It  was  the  General  himself.  I  was  soon  ofl" 
horseback,  and  near  him.  The  compliments  were  short ;  the  sentiments 
with  which  I  was  animated,  and  the  gooti  wishes  he  testified  for  me  were 
not  equivocal.  He  conducted  me  to  his  house,  where  I  found  the  com- 
pany still  at  table,  although  the  dinner  had  been  long  over.  He  pre- 
sented me  to  the  Generals  Knox,  Waine,  Howe,  &c.  and  to  his  famiiy^ 
then  composed  of  Colonels  Hamilton  and  Tilgman,  his  Secretaries  and 
his  Aides  de  Camp,  and  of  Major  Gibbs,  commander  of  his  guards ;  for 
in  England  and  .America,  the  Aides  de  Camp,  Adjutants  and  other 
officers  attached  to  the  General,  form  what  is  called  hhfamiix.  A  fresh 
dinner  was  prepared  for  me,  and  mine  ;  and  the  present  was  prolonged 
to  keep  me  company.  A  few  glasses  of  claret  and  madeira  accelerated 
the  acquaintances  I  had  to  make,  and  I  soon  felt  myself  at  my  ease  near 
the  greatest  and  the  best  of  men.  The  goodness  and  benevolence  which 
characterize  him,  are  evident  from  every  thing  about  him  ;  but  the  con- 
fidence he  gives  birth  to,  never  occasions  improper  famiharity ;  for  the 
sentiment  he  inspires  has  the  same  origin  in  every  individual,  a  profound 
esteem  for  his  virtues,  and  a  high  opinion  of  his  talents.  About  nine 
o'clock  the  general  officers  withdrew  to  their  quarters,  which  were  all  at 
a  considerable  distance ;  but  as  the  General  wished  me  to  stay  in  his 
own  house,  I  remained  some  time  with  him,  after  which  he  conducted 
me  to  the  chamber  prepared  for  my  Aides  de  Camp  and  me.  This 
chamber  occupied  the  fourth  part  of  his  lodgings;  he  apologized  to  me 
for  the  little  room  he  had  in  his  disposal,  but  always  with  a  noble  polite- 
ness, which  was  neither  complimentary  nor  troublesome* 
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of  the  main  army ;  so  that  our  review  being  finished,  I  saw  with  pleasure 
General  Washington  set  off  in  a  gallop  to  regain  his  quarters.  We  reached 
them  as  soon  as  the  badness  of  the  roads  would  permit  us.  At  our  re- 
turn we  found  a  good  dinner  reaily,  and  about  twenty  guests,  among 
whom  were  Generals  Howe  and  Sinclair.  The  repast  was  in  the  Enghsh 
fashion,  consisting  of  eight  or  ten  large  dishes  of  butcher's  meat,  and 
poultry,  with  vegetables  of  several  sorts,  followed  by  a  second  course  of 
pastry,  comprized  under  the  two  denominations  of  pies  and  puddings. 
After  this  the  cloth  was  taken  off,  and  apples  and  a  great  quantity  of 
nuts  were  served,  which  General  Washington  usually  continues  eating 
for  two  hours,  toashng  and  conversing  all  the  time.  These  nuts  are 
small  and  dry,  and  have  so  hard  a  shell,  (hickory  nuts)  that  they  can 
only  be  broken  by  the  hammer ;  they  are  served  half  open,  and  the 
company  are  never  done  picking  and  eating  them.  The  conversation 
was  calm  and  agreeable;  his  Excellency  was  pleased  to  enter  with  me 
into  the  particulars  of  some  of  the  principal  operations  of  the  war^  but 
always  with  a  modesty  and  conciseness,  which  proved  that  it  was  from 
pure  complaisance  he  mentioned  it.  .  .  , 

Marquis  [Francois  Jean]  de  Chastellux,  Travels  in  North-Anurica^  in  the 
Years  ifSot  tySft  and  ijSj  (London,  1787),  I,  it2»t25  passim. 


177.    Life  on  a  Privateer  (1780) 

BY   DOCTOR   SOLOMON    DROVVNE 

Drowne,  a  surgeon  in  the  Revolutionary  amny,  made  this  one  cruise  as  surgeon  on 
the  privateer  Hope.  These  extracts  give  ua  a  picture  of  the  most  attractive  and 
most  profitable  mode  of  warfare.  The  American  cruisers  and  privateers  made  about 
seven  humfred  captures  of  British  vessels  during  the  war.  —  Bibliography  of  naval 
warfare:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critiml  Hhtory,  VI,  591-592;  Maclay,  United 
Sttttej  Navy,  I,  pt.  i;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guid*^  %  140. 

TUESDAY,  Oct.  3  [1780].     Sailed  from  Providence  on  board  the 
Sloop  HOPE^   mounting  seven   guns.     Wind  at  N.  E.  drizzly, 
dirty  weather.     Outsailed   Mr.  John   Brown  in  his   famous  boat.     Put 

about  for  Capt.  Munro,  and  take  Mr.  Brown  and  Capt.  S- Smith  on 

board,  who  dine  with  us.     Some  time  after  noon  Capt.  Munro  comes 

on  board,  and  a  few  glasses  of  good  wishes  founded  on  Hope  having 

circled,  Col.  Nightingale,  &c.  depart,  and  we  proceed  on  our  course.  ,  .  . 

nth.    Whilst  at  Dinner,  a  Sail  cried.     Immediately  give  chase,  and 

2  K 
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and  Capt.  Munro  is  sanguine  in  the  belief  wc  shall  make  a  prize  of  her. 
Get  everything  in  readiness  to  board  her.  There  seems  Bomcthing 
awful  in  the  preparation  for  an  attack,  and  the  immediate  prospect  of 
an  action.  She  hauls  up  her  courses  and  hoists  ICnglish  Colours.  I  take 
my  station  in  the  Cabin ;  where,  remain  not  long  before  1  hear  the 
Huz^a  on  deck  in  consequence  of  her  striking.  Send  our  boat  for  t 
Captain  &  his  papers.  She  sailed  from  Kingston,  Jamaica,  upward* 
40  days  since,  in  a  fleet,  and  was  bound  to  New  York  :  Capl.  William 
Small,  Commander.  She  has  ten  men  on  board  and  four  cxcellcnl  four 
pounders.  Her  Cargo  consists  of  149  Puncheons,  23  Hogsheads,  5 
Quarter  Casks  and  9  Barrels  of  Rum,  and  20  Mog^heada  Muscovado 
Sugar.  Send  two  prize  Masters  and  ten  men  on  Iward,  get  the  prison- 
ers on  board  our  Vessel,  and  taking  the  prize  in  low,  Htantl  toward*  Kgg 
Harbour.  We  hardly  know  what  to  do  with  the  prize  :  the  wind  shifting 
a  little  we  stand  to  the  eastward. 

i6ih  Keep  an  eastern  course,  to  try  to  get  her  into  our  harbour  if 
possible.  Now  we  are  terribly  apprehensive  of  seeing  a  sail.  —  About 
sunset  a  sail  seen  from  mast-head,  which  excites  no  small  anxiety, 
off  the  Snow's  hawser,  &c.  —  however  night  coming  on  and  »ednf 
iDore  of  said  sail,  pursue  our  course.     Sound,  43  lathoms  of  water.  .  .  . 

19th.  The  Soow  in  sight  this  morning ;  run  along  tide  aad  take  her  ; 
in  tow  again.  .  .  .    Lat.  40!  30'.    At  this  rate  the  West  Indies  will  I 
us  up  sooner  than  Martha's  Vineyard  or  Nantucket.    49  (athonift.    Ha¥ 
our  Pistols  hung  up  in  the  Cabin,  to  be  in  readinesx  for  the  pnMinerf^' 
should  they  take  it  into  their  heads  to  mc  upon  the  watch  in  the 
night.  ,  .  . 

22nd.    Sunday.    Very  foggy.    What  wind  there  is,  ahead,  —  Wci(|l] 
Anchor,  and  out  oan.  —  A  hii  gentle  breeze  ipringi  from  tlie 
Pass  through  Bristol  Ferry  way  with  hard  tugging  about  the  aiddlr 
the  afternoon :  come  to  Anchor  in  the  Bay,  but  where  rendered  ttDO 
lain  by  the  fog  having  come  up  again.  .  .  . 

23rd.   Early,  alter  breakfast,  we  set  off  again  in  the  boat,  with 
Compass,  being  stiil  sarrounded  with  an  exccnive  fog.  Run  > 

to  the  Eastward  of  Nayat  Point,  aod  mtctakc  it  for  CAnntmirut : 
ever,  anive  at  Pkoridciioe  abost  1 1  o'dod^  it  ksring  cleared  off  very' 

pkasant.    That  ends  ow  shott,  bt  Kdiot  ciMiie.  At  sunset  the 

Sloop  and  Soow  anive,  firing  15  canaoa  each. 

Sotomoo  Drowne.  Jmtrmal  tf  m  Crmiu  m  tfu  Fait  ef  17^  tn  the  Frnatt- 
Slm^0f  tVmr,  H0pt  (Aa^ttOt  fnm.  S>w  York.  1872).  yt&pautm. 
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they  are  stretching  out  their  arms  to  you  ;  they  are  your  brothers  ;  they 
are  doubly  so  :  nature  made  them  such^  and  social  ties  have  strengthened 
these  sacred  claims ;  more  than  half  of  this  people  is  composed  of  your 
feilow- countrymen,  of  your  friends,  of  your  relatives.  They  have  fled 
from  tyranny  to  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  world,  and  tyranny  has  pur- 
sued them  even  there  ;  oppressors,  equally  avaricious  and  ungrateful,  have 
forged  fetters  for  them,  ami  the  worthy  Americans  have  welded  these 
fetters  into  swords  to  drive  back  their  oppressors. — The  New  World 
then  is  going  to  count  you  in  the  number  of  the  monsters  hungering  for 
gold  and  blood,  who  have  ravaged  it  I  —  Germans,  you  whose  most 
marked  characteristic  has  always  been  fairness,  do  you  not  shudder  at 
such  a  reproach  ?  — 

To  these  motives,  of  a  nature  to  touch  men,  must  one  join  the  motives 
of  an  interest  affecting  equally  slaves  and  free  citizens  S* 

Do  you  know  what  nation  you  are  going  to  attack?  Do  you  realize 
the  power  of  the  fanaticism  of  liberty?  It  is  the  only  fanaticism  which 
is  not  odious^  it  ts  the  only  one  which  is  worthy ;  but  it  is  also  the  most 
powerful  of  all,  —  You  do  not  know  it,  O  blind  i>eoples,  you  who  think 
yourselves  free,  while  grovelling  under  the  most  hateful  of  all  despotisms, 
the  despotism  which  forces  men  to  commit  crimes  !  You  do  not  know 
it,  you  whom  the  whim  or  the  cupidity  of  a  des[K>t  may  arm  against  men 
who  deserve  well  of  all  mankind,  since  they  are  defending  its  cause,  and 
preparing  a  refuge  for  it !  —  O  mercenary  warriors,  O  satellites  of  tyrants, 
O  enervate  Europeans,  you  are  going  to  fight  men  stronger,  more 
industrious,  more  courageous,  more  active  than  you  can  be  :  they  are 
inspired  by  a  strong  interest,  you  are  led  on  by  vile  lucre  ;  they  are  de- 
fending their  property,  and  are  fighting  for  their  hearths;  you  are 
leaving  yours,  ami  are  not  fighting  for  yourselves.  It  is  in  the  bosom  of 
their  country,  in  their  native  clime,  aided  by  all  the  resources  of  home, 
that  they  are  making  war  against  hordes  which  the  Ocean  spewed  forth, 
after  having  prepared  their  defeat :  the  most  powerful  and  the  most 
sacred  motives  urge  on  their  valor,  and  summon  victory  in  their  train. 
Chiefs  who  scorn  you  while  making  use  of  you,  will  oppose  in  vain  their 
harangues  to  the  irresistible  eloquence  of  liberty,  of  need,  of  necessity. 
In  short,  and  to  say  all  in  one  word,  the  cause  of  the  Americans  is  just : 
heaven  and  earth  condemn  the  one  which  you  do  not  blush  to  uphold. — 

O  Germans,  who  can  have  infused  in  you  this  thirst  of  combat,  this 
barbarous  frenzy,  this  o<lious  devotion  to  tyranny?  —  No,  I  will  not  com- 
pare you  to  those  fanatical  Spaniards,  who  destroyed  for  the  sake  of 
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But  who  has  told  you  that  the  EngUsh  had  signed  the  decree  of  out- 
lawry launched  against  the  Araericatvs? — Brave  Germans,  you  have 
been  deceived  ;  do  not  degrade  by  such  a  sus])icion  a  nation  which  has 
produced  great  men  and  fine  laws,  which  long  nourished  in  her  bosom 
the  sacred  fire  of  liberty,  and  which  deserves,  from  these  claims,  con- 
sideration and  respect.  —  Alas  !  in  the  British  Isles,  as  in  the  rest  of  the 
world,  a  small  number  of  ambitious  men  stir  up  the  people,  and  produce 
public  calamities.  The  critical  moment  has  arrived  :  England,  imhappy 
nation,  is  at  war  with  her  brothers  only  because  despotism,  for  several 
years,  has  been  waging  there  a  successful  contest  against  liberty.  Do 
not  believe  therefore  that  you  are  defending  the  cause  of  the  English  ; 
you  are  fighting  to  increase  the  authority  of  a  few  ministers  whom  they 
abhor  and  scorn. 

Do  you  wish  to  know  the  true  motives  which  put  arms  in  your  hands? 

Vain  luxury,  despicable  expenditures  have  ruined  the  finances  oi  the 
princes  who  govern  you  ;  their  extortions  have  utterly  drained  their 
resources ;  they  have  loo  often  deceived  the  confidence  of  their  neigh- 
bors to  be  able  to  have  recourse  to  them  again.  They  would  therefore 
have  to  give  up  that  exce&>ive  luxury,  those  every-recurring  whims, 
which  are  their  most  important  occupation;  they  can  not  make  up 
their  minds  to  it,  they  will  not  do  so.  England,  drained  of  men  and 
money,  is  purchasing  at  great  expense  money  and  men ;  your  princes 
seize  eagerly  this  temporary  and  ruinous  resource ;  they  levy  soldiers, 
they  sell  them,  they  deliver  them  :  that  is  the  employment  of  your 
arms  ;  that  is  for  what  you  are  destined.  Your  blood  will  be  the  price 
of  corruption  and  the  plaything  of  ambition.  This  money  which  has 
just  been  acquired  by  trafficking  in  your  lives,  will  pay  shameful  debts 
or  help  to  contract  new  ones.  An  avaricious  usurer,  a  vile  courtesan,  a 
base  actor,  are  going  to  receive  these  guineas  given  in  exchange  for 
your  existence. 

O  blind  spendthrifts,  who  gamble  with  men's  lives,  and  waste  the 
fruits  of  their  toil,  of  their  sweat,  of  their  substance,  a  lardy  repentance, 
heart-rending  remorse,  will  be  your  executioners,  but  will  not  relieve 
those  nations  which  you  trample  upon ;  you  will  regret  your  husband- 
men and  tlieir  crops,  your  soldiers,  your  subjects ;  you  will  weep  over 
the  misfortunes  which  you  will  have  wrought  with  your  own  hands,  and 
which  will  involve  you  together  with  all  your  people.  A  formidable 
neighbor  smiles  at  your  blindness,  and  i»  preparing  to  take  advantage  of 
it ;  he  is  already  forging  the  fetters  with  which  he  plans  to  load  you ; 
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I^ake ;  and  from  all  appearances,  there  will  be  a  demonslration  against 
it  without  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  two  thousand  Brunswick  troops, 
which  left  at  the  same  time  as  I  did,  and  are  destined  to  act  with  us. 
The  Rebels  are  said  to  be  strongly  entrenched  on  the  other  side  [end  J 
of  the  Lake  among  the  mountains,  and  from  600  to  1000  Savages  are 
said  to  form  the  attacking  force  of  the  right  wing.  Wc  are  all  on  fool ; 
and  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  I«  also,  am  in  the  same  fix.  We  cannot  get 
a  two  wheeled  calash  —  for  which,  too,  we  have  to  pay  one  shilling  an 
hour  —  without  trouble  and  asking  permission  of  one  or  another  general. 
We  even  have  to  pay  out  of  our  own  pocket,  the  above  price  per  hour 
for  the  small  carts  of  the  peasants  on  which  to  transport  the  Company'* 
baggage,  clothing  and  other  necessary  articles.  This  expense  I  hope 
his  Majesty,  the  ICing,  will  roost  graciously  consent  to  make  up  to  our 
Company ;  for  we  cannot,  as  yet^  tell  whether  our  means,  including  the 
money  for  our  rations,  will,  or  will  not  be  sufficient. 

For  these  several  reasons,  I  cannot  take  into  consideration  those 
things  which  belong  and  are  essential  to,  position ;  nor,  can  I  form  an 
idea,  until  God  leads  me  there  on  foot,  where  we  shall  all  meet  together^ 
for  action.     This  state  of  affairs  will  certainly  make  campaigns  —  i 
as  no  man,  since  the  existence  of  Hessian  troops,  has  ever  witnessed  ii|,'^ 
this  world !     According  to  an  old  hbtory  by  a  certain  Italian  King 
Campaigner,  the  Hessian  troops  had,  generally,  one  ass  for  the 
of  two  officers ;  but  I  am  very  mnch  afraid  —  and  the  English  propbeey  ] 
the  same  thing — that  in  a  short  time,  each  officer  wiD  have  to  gifd  a4 
saddle  on  his  own  back  and  carry  his  own  baggage  !  .  .  . 

[No\-ember  8.]     Indeed,  I  have  been,  from  the  start,  the  moat  miser- 
able and  unfortunate  of  all  the  commanders  of  the  Gennan 
Each  of  my  men  who  was  sent  to  the  Hospital  was  not  ooijr 
with  dysentery,  bat,  as  the  hospital  doctot*  Hold  me,  talked  day 
night  of  fathers^  mothers,  brothcn,  iHiai*  comiBB,  and  aants — I 
also,  talking  over  and  repeating  aO  kiads  of  Gcnoaa  village  dcvikry 
calling  now  this  one,  and  now  that  ofie  by  bk  baplianial  aane  ootfl  ihcy  j 
had  to  stop  for  actual  want  of  breath  I    For  ikb  disease  there  is,  i 
wen  known,  bat  one  remedy  m  the  worid,  vu :  dear  peace,  sod  a  \ 
rctom ;  and  with  this  hope  I  cxMolbrt  my  sick  dafly.     With  those  8tlll| 
alive  and  well,  I  am  pesiectly  iifiiirid;  for  they  find  pteflty  of  solace ■ 
in  the  Canadtaw  gills  and  wwcn.     Far  tins  icasoo,  aad  in  their  com- 
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and  good  dogs  !  This  is  a  splendid  exercise  for  the  men  in  winter ; 
but  in  the  summer,  when  the  weather  is  warm,  it  is  detrimental  to  the 
health  of  the  men.  It  has  no  good  result  except  to  make  the  spectators 
laugh  —  for  by  this  manceuvre  no  closed  ranks  could  be  kept  in  an 
attack  upon  the  enemy.  In  case,  therefore,  of  a  retreat  we  would  not 
only  fare  badly,  but  would  be  exposed  to  the  well  deserved  censures  of 
the  European  and  American  press.  .  .  . 

Maj.  Williamson  got  it  into  his  head  that  he  could  order  rae  to 
forbid  my  men  going  out  in  the  evening  with  their  sabres.  But  I  tokl 
him  that  I  would  not  dare  receive  such  an  order  from  any  one  except 
my  Gracious  Prince,  and  therefore  I  could  not  obey  him  :  further:  that 
should  I  meet  any  one  of  my  men  either  during  the  day  or  at  the  time 
for  retiring  at  9  o'clock,  going  to  his  quarters  without  his  sabre,  I  should 
have  him  flogged  the  next  morning.  I  further  said,  thai  it  was  a  stand- 
ing order  at  our  Capital,  where  four  or  five  battalions  were  collected  at 
a  time,  that  no  soldier  in  uniform  should  be  without  his  side-arms. 

Since  then,  I  have  never  been  asked  to  do  this  ;  and  in  fact,  it  would 
fare  ill  with  my  men  were  such  an  order  enforced  —  since  were  they  to 
de]>end  on  boxing  for  protection,  some  would  return  to  Germany  cross- 
eyed and  some  blind  !  .  .  . 

[May  17.]  Respecting  that  miserable  rascal  and  head-smith,  Brads 
...  I  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the  fellow  had  already  been  somewhat 
punished ;  and  as  I  did  not  wish  to  belittle  the  General,  the  wretch  had 
better  be  released  from  further  punishment,  and  allowed  to  continue  at 
his  work. 

In  time  of  war,  I  find  sentences  of  this  kind  out  of  place,  as  long,  that 
is,  as  the  offence  is  not  a  criminal  one.  Prompt  punishment  —  such  as 
nmning  the  gauntlet,  whipping,  or  confining  in  fetters  for  a  time  —  is 
the  best  that  can  be  done  on  these  occasions,  as  by  these  light  punish- 
ments, the  service  does  not  suffer. 

19th.  Brought  to  a  close,  the  19th  of  May,  1777,  in  the  Winter- 
quarters  at  Montreal,  It  looks,  now,  as  if  we  were  on  the  point  of 
starting  ;  and,  perhaps,  we  will  really  do  so  before  the  end  of  the  month. 

Captain  [Georg]  Pausch,  Journal  (translated  by  William  L.  Stone,  Albany. 
1886),  69^131  passim. 
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180.    An  Investigation  of  British  Military  Prisons 

(1778) 

BY    COMMISSARY-GENERAL    ELIAS   BOUDINOT  (ABOUT    I800) 

BoufJintit  was  sent  by  New  Jersey  to  the  Continental  Congress,  and  later  became 
prrtiilcnt  of  that  Ixuly.  At  the  time  of  this  episode  he  was  in  charge  of  British 
pri«ont'r»  and  exchaiiKct.  The  cruelties  of  the  British  prison-«hips  in  New  York,  and 
the  correspond ing  cruelties  suffered  by  the  loyalists  in  the  Connecticut  copper-mine 
prison  at  Sinisbury,  are  typical  u(  an  age  when  ordinary  criminals  were  treated  with 
much  the  same  barbarity,  both  in  England  and  in  America.  —  Bibliography:  Jane  J. 
IktUiWnoU  Li/e  0/ /i/ias  BflUi/ina/,-  \\"\nior.  Narrative  and  Cr//iVa///ii/tfr/,  VII.Sy-M. 

THE  Complaints  of  the  very  cruel  Treatment  our  Prisoners  met 
with,  in  the  Enemy's  Lines  rose  to  such  a  Height  that  in  the  Fall 
of  this  Year  1777  the  General  wrote  to  Gen'  Howe  (or  Clinton)  repeat- 
ing their  Complaints  and  proposing  to  send  an  Officer  into  New  York  to 
examine  into  the  Tnith  of  them — This  was  agreed  to  and  a  regular 
Pas&|)(»rl  returned  accordingly  —  The  General  ordered  me  on  this  Ser- 
vice—  I  accordingly  went  over  on  the  third  of  February,  1778  in  my 
own  sloop —  ...  We  arrived  at  the  Wharf  of  New  York  a  litde  before 
Stindown,  when  I  sent  the  Sergeant  to  the  Commandant  of  the  City  (who 
was  General  Robertson  whom  I  had  formerly  known,)  to  inform  him 
of  my  Arrival  and  request  to  land  — .  .  .  The  General  with  great 
Politeness  assured  me  that  tho'  Lodgings  were  prepared,  yet  I  might  go 
where  I  pleased,  on  consideration  of  my  breakfasting  with  hira  in  the 
Morning  —  This  I  promised  to  do  &  retired  —  Taking  it  for  granted 
that  I  was  to  be  put  under  the  expected  Restrictions  in  the  Morning,  I 
wailed  on  the  General  at  Breakfast  .  .  .  The  General  answered  me, 
that  he  knew  We  had  heard  strange  Stories  within  our  Lines  of  their 
Conduct  to  our  F*risoners  —  That  he  had  rejoiced  that  Gen'  Washington 
had  taken  the  Measure  of  sending  me  in  to  examine  for  ourselves,  for 
that  he  was  sure  that  we  should  find  them  a  parcel  of  damned  Lies  — 
That  he  had  ordered  every  Place  that  I  should  choose  to  visit  to  be 
frcffly  opened  to  nic,  and  that  as  I  was  a  Gentleman,  all  that  he  ex- 
pnied  was,  that  I  should  behave  as  such  ;  and  that  I  might  use  my  own 
Pleasure  &  go  where  I  pleased  —  I  confess  I  was  surprised  at  this  gener- 
ous Conduct ;  and  immediately  replied,  that  I  could  not  accept  this 
gentlemanly  OITer  —  That  I  had  come  on  a  fair  and  open  Business  — 
.  .  .  That  therefore  1  should  not  see  a  Prisoner  or  have  any  Commti- 
nication  with  one,  hut  in  the  Presence  of  a  British  Officer,  who  I  hoped 
he  would  oblige  me  by  appointing  to  attend  me  — The  General  expressed 
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vost  Marshall  led  him,  brought  up  to  them  in  the  Tubs  they  used  in 
their  Rooms,  when  the  Weather  was  so  hot  that  they  must  drink  or 
perish  —  On  hearing  a  number  of  these  Instances  of  Cruelty  — 1  asked 
who  was  the  Author  of  them — They  answered  the  Provost  Keeper  — 
I  desired  the  Officer  to  call  him  up  that  we  might  have  him  Face  to 
Face  —  He  accordingly  came  in  and  on  being  informed  of  what  had 
passed  was  asked  if  the  Complaints  were  true —  He  with  great  Insolence 
answered  that  every  Word  was  true  —  on  which  the  British  Officer  abus- 
ing him  very  much  asked  him  how  he  dared  treat  Gent^  in  that  cruel 
Manner — He  insolently  putting  his  Hands  to  his  side  swore  that  he 
was  as  absolute  there  as  Gen'  Howe  was  at  the  Head  of  his  Army —  I 
observed  to  the  Officer  that  now  there  could  be  no  Dispute  about  Facts 
as  the  Fellow  had  acknowledged  every  Word  to  be  true  ~  1  stated  all 
the  Facts  and  Substance  &  waited  again  on  Genl  Robertson,  who  hoped 
I  was  quite  satisfied  of  the  falsity  of  the  Reports  I  had  heard  —  I  then 
stated  to  him  the  Facts,  and  assured  him  that  they  turned  out  worse 
than  anything  we  had  heard  —  On  his  hesitating  as  to  the  truth  of  this 
assertion,  I  observed  to  him  the  Propriety  of  having  an  Officer  with  me 
to  whom  I  now  appealed  for  the  Tmth  of  the  Facts  —  He  being  present 
confirmed  them  —  On  which  the  Gen'  expressed  great  Dissatisfaction  & 
promised  that  the  Author  of  ihem  should  be  punished —  .  .  -  after  this 
I  visited  two  Hospitals  of  our  sick  Prisoners  and  the  Sugar  House  ;  in 
the  two  first  were  211  Prisoners  &  in  the  last  about  190  —  They  ac- 
knowledged that  for  about  two  Months  past  they  fared  pretty  well,  being 
allowed  2  lbs  of  good  Beef  and  a  Proportion  of  Flour  or  Bread  pr  Week 
by  Mr.  Lewis  Pintard  my  Agent,  over  and  above  the  Allowance  reed 
from  the  British,  which  was  professed  to  be  §  Allowance  —  but  before 
they  had  suffered  much  from  the  small  Allowance  they  had  rec*'  &  that 
their  Bread  was  very  bad,  being  musty  Biscuit,  but  that  the  British 
Soldiers  made  the  same  Complaint  as  to  the  Bread  —  From  every 
Account  I  rec"*  I  fotmd  that  their  Treatment  had  been  greatly  changed 
for  the  better,  within  a  few  Months  past,  except  at  the  Provost  —  They 
all  agreed  that  previous  to  the  Capture  of  Genl  Burgoyne,  and  for  some- 
time after,  their  Treatment  had  been  cruel  beyond  Measure  —  That  the 
Prisoners  in  the  French  Church  amounting  on  an  Average  to  3  &  400 
could  not  all  lay  down  at  once  —  That  from  the  15th  of  Oct'  to  the  ist 
of  Jan*  they  never  rec''  a  single  stick  of  Wood,  and  that  for  the  most 
Part  they  eat  their  Pork  raw  —  When  the  Pews  &  Door  &  Window  facings 
failed  them  for  fuel  —  But  as  to  my  own  personal  Knowledge,  I  foimd 
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(Jen'  Robertson  ver>*  ready  to  agree  to  every  Measure  for  alleviating  the 
Miseries  of  War  and  very  candidly  acknowledging  many  Fatilts  commil- 
led  by  the  inferior  Officers,  and  even  the  Mistakes  of  the  General  him- 
self, by  hearkening  to  the  Representations  of  those  around  him  —  .  .  . 

J[ane]  J.  Boudinot.  editor,  Tfu  Lift.  Puhlk  Strinces^  Addrfstes.  and  L^trrs 
of  EUas  Bimdimt,  LL.D.  (Boston,  etc.,  1S96).  I.  S9-9S  passim. 


181.    A  Loyalist  Corps  (1777) 

BY    LIEUTENANT-COLONEL  JOHN   GRAVES   SIMCOE    (I787) 

Siincoc  was  commRTKier  of  a  British  battalion  twrving  in  America,  and  was  later 
made  governor  of  Upper  C  anada.  He  v^as  one  of  the  most  hated  loyalists  — Bibll- 
ographs,  Wlnsor,  Xarrattve  and  Critical  History^  VII,  196-197.  —  For  the  loytUlli 
in  general,  see  ch.  xxvij  above. 

ON  the  i5lh  of  October,  1777,  Sir  William  Howe  was  pleased  to 
appoint  Captain  Simcoe  of  the  Grenadiers,  with  the  Provincial 
rank  of  Major,  to  the  command  of  the  Queen's  Rangers  ;  the  next  day 
he  joined  that  regiment,  which  was  encam|>ed  with  the  army  in  the 
vicinity  of  German-Town. 

On  the  i9ih  the  army  marched  to  Philadelphia,  the  Queen's  Rangers 
formed  the  rear  guard  of  the  left  column,  and,  in  the  encampment,  their 
post  was  on  the  nght  of  the  line,  in  front  of  the  village  of  Kensington  ; 
the  army  extending  from  the  Delaw.^re  to  the  Schuylkill. 

On  the  20th  the  regiment  was  augmented  with  ne.irly  an  hundred 
men,  who  had  been  enlisted  by  Captain  Smyth  during  the  v.irious 
marches  from  the  landing  of  the  army  in  the  Chesapeak  to  this  period. 

This  was  a  very  seasonable  recruit  to  the  reginient ;  it  had  suffered 
materially  in  the  action  at  nr.indywlne.  and  was  loo  much  reduced  in 
numbers  to  be  of  any  efficient  sen'ice  ;  but  if  the  loss  of  a  great  number 
of  gallant  officers  and  soldiers  had  been  severely  ftlti  the  impression 
which  that  action  had  left  npon  their  minds  was  of  the  highest  advantage 
to  the  regiment ;  officers  and  soldiers  became  known  to  each  other ; 
they  had  been  engaged  in  a  more  serious  manner,  and  with  greater  disad- 
vantages than  they  were  likely  again  to  meet  with  in  the  commoh  chance 
of  war  j  and  having  extricated  themselve.«i  most  gallantly  from  such  a  sit- 
uation, they  felt  themselves  invincible.  Thts  spirit  vibrated  among  them 
at  the  time  Major  Simcoe  joined  them  ;  and  it  was  obvious,  that  he  had 
nothing  to  do  but  to  cherish  and  preserve  It.     Sir  William  Howe,  in  con- 
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^^,  rVMiry  'V^  5J*ear  y-vri,  y*  ^Jiit0m0ii  ^xugpsL  ix  ±e  iimrs  «3K3.  ^er 
*»*iv*  .rnpii«e«,  Mi«i  «eivJi  *<^  '£«sau«ft  a  aw  <aiiiiiii—iii  .  jc  lae  grr-i-MJ. 
nt^^  -niMr^'T'eH;  «t»s^  ^«nr  imtuievi  aea.  ail  AoMerataoL  aid  si  La«aiisESu 

W^yKw*:^^,  ^  wVym  M;^>r  9SamfJi^  mcjceetieii :  dtacr  o&xa  loo  'lad 
•wA«f'*-yi|jrvrw?  ;>  muf^^i  ^Siait^ ;  iiiaay  ytntcTneii  of  die  joodiexn  roinror^ 
#H^/  a4m{  /i«t«W9^  (»r4  r/qfwir>g>»,  axki  ^fffmfpwher*  riigmadvo  mder  sis 
M^i\,  »^€  Tt^A^AfA  l»  VK^^nerie  flwMe  «^  «exe  hoc  ^imnyg  com- 
^<<>Ar  V/  fiw?  f/immi%w^0^  fhef  icaff  iHcfiefSr>  a«xae ;  lo  tisae  woe adiied 
^0f**.   fffi^yHt^^^  Uf0m  the  ankiy,  di>e  «fw>ie  ^^wwirfng  of  vonn^  oko, 

ff^  ;»<w)  U/Mtft%  U/rmmd  Ur  fA/tJan,  xiurja^  tadr  arnn«,  cbe  hoaar  of 
Mi«y^  ^rvr^/fVy}  irtch  rh«  ffritMh  army, 

(r^  Ff>'//irfiK.i4l  r//r^,  fwxr  ffxma^  were  raised  go  the  sopposed 
HtHn^ttf*'.  Tfhi^h  tit^rtr  fAhfjtn  Kad  among  their  loral  conuuifiuen,  and 
wp-f0.  rif,/|«r^/</d  t//  (^e  fkatfve  Amencao  ly/faiaa  ^  added  to  an  equal 
thM^^  ^u¥m%  th^^^e,  a  fi^eater  rettmrce  was  opened  to  the  Qoecn's 
Hktt^fn,  in  titf,  txfXttMvt  ytWi\e%t  of  enlisting  old  coantrj-men  (as 
V4»%ti/\i*"<ittA  irere  tettntd  in  America),  and  deserten  firom  the  rebel 
«f rny ;  v;*  fh»t  ry/tiVl  the  iAfhcen  to  whom  the  Commander  in  Chief 
/|#<k^f^/}  fb€  tunprjxum  (A  the  Proirincial  corps  have  executed  their 
f/ft\*ifn,  (^»^  (/twfn*%  Rangers,  however  dangerooslf  and  incessantly  em- 
\Afty^t\^  wifiM  utiver  have  fjeen  in  want  of  recmits;  at  the  same  time, 
ihf  MiKiiml  t/ryith%i%,  ztu\  those  of  this  descripttoo,  who  were  firom  time 
Ut  Utitf  tfu\Mrt\,  forminfi  the  gross  of  the  corps,  were  the  source  from 
wht^tif  *>  if  d'Tivf d  its  value  and  its  discipline ;  they  were  men  who  had 
Mlr#'M/ly  )tfftt  ^xilrd  dtr  their  attachment  to  the  British  government,  and 
wli/f  now  M/  f#'d  II {Kin  the  firmest  principles  in  its  defence ;  on  the  con- 
ttuty,  Ihr  pfO|/k  tUr.y  had  to  oppose,  however  characterised  by  the 
Nti^m^rn  of  (lfr«t  lifiuln,  ha<l  never  been  considered  by  them  as  en- 
UMHf*i\  III  Nfi  horioiirMtfIc  t:a\tn€,  or  fighting  for  the  freedom  of  their 
nnih\iY ;  thf^Y  ftttifUMtrd  thrm  not  by  their  words,  but  by  an  intimate 
otwrvurKfi  (if  thfir  iutiorm,  and  to  civil  desecration,  experience  had 
Muithl  lh«rn  to  itdd  military  contempt.  .  .  . 
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...  A  light  corps,  augmented  as  that  of  the  Queen's  Rangen  was, 
and  employed  on  the  duties  of  an  outpost,  had  no  opportunity  of  being 
instructed  in  the  general  discipline  of  the  omiy,  nor  indeed  was  it 
ven'  necessary :  the  most  important  duties,  those  of  vigilance,  activity, 
and  patience  of  fatigue,  were  best  learnt  in  the  Aeld  ;  a  few  nations 
of  the  manual  exercise  were  thought  sufticient ;  they  were  carefully  in- 
structed in  those  of  firing,  but  above  all,  attention  was  fwiid  to  incul- 
cate the  use  of  the  bayonet,  and  a  total  reliance  on  that  weapon.  The 
divisions  being  fully  officered,  and  weak  in  numlwrs,  was  of  the  great- 
est utility,  and  in  many  tT)ing  situations  was  the  preserx'ation  of  the 
corps ;  two  files  in  the  centre,  and  two  on  each  flank,  were  directeti  to 
be  composed  of  trained  soldiers,  without  reganl  to  their  sue  or  apj»ear- 
ance.  It  was  explained,  that  no  rotation,  except  in  ordinary  duties, 
shoidd  take  place  among  light  troops,  but  that  those  officers  would  be 
selected  for  any  service  who  appeared  to  be  most  capable  of  executing 
it :  it  was  also  enforced  by  example,  that  no  service  was  to  be  nie.isured 
by  the  numbers  employed  on  it,  but  by  its  own  importance,  and  that 
five  men,  in  critical  situations  or  employment,  wms  a  more  honouraMe 
command  than  an  hundred  on  common  duties.  Serjeants  guards  were 
in  a  manner  abolished,  a  circumstance  to  which  in  a  great  measure  jnay 
be  allributed,  that  no  centinel  or  guard  of  ihe  Queen's  Rangers  was  ever 
surprised  ;  the  vigilance  of  a  gentlem.\n  and  an  officer  l)cing  transcend- 
anlly  superior  to  that  of  any  non-commissioned  officer  wliatsoever.  .  .  , 
It  was  observed,  that  regularity  in  messing,  and  cleanliness  in  every 
respect,  conduced  to  the  health  of  the  soldier ;  and  from  the  nuuibers 
that  each  regiment  brought  into  the  field,  superior  officers  would  in 
general  form  the  best  estimate  of  the  attention  of  a  corps  to  its  interior 
oeconomy ;  and  to  enforce  the  performance  of  these  duties  in  the 
strongest  manner^  it  was  declared  in  public  orders,  *'  that  to  such  only 
when  in  the  field,  the  commanding  officer  would  entrust  the  duties  of  it, 
who  should  execute  with  spirit  what  belongs  to  the  interior  ueconomy 
of  the.  regiment  when  in  quarters,"  .  .  . 

Licutenanl-Colonel  [John  G raves]  S\\%\Qoe,  A  Jourttal  of  tkt  Op<rati«ns  of 
the  (Jne^n''s  A'um^e'rs,  from  the  Etui  of  the  Vear  1777,  totht  Conctuiion  of  thi 
late  Afnerican  /id/- (Exeter,  [17^7]),  i^s  pasiiM. 
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With  ardour  like  your's  we  defy  France  and  Spain  I 
Combining  with  ly^ason 
They  Ve  deaf  to  all  reason  : 
Once  more  let  them  Jfel  we  are  Lords  of  the  Main. 

Lords  of  the  Main — ay,  Lords  of  the  Main  — 
The  first-born  of  Neptune  are  Lords  of  the  Main. 

Nor  are  we  alone  in  the  noble  career  \ 

The  Soitiifr  partakes  of  the  generous  flame  \ 
To  glory  he  marches,  to  glory  we  steer ; 

Between  us  we  share  the  rich  harvest  of  fame. 
Recorded  on  high, 
Their  names  never  die. 
Of  heroes  by  sea  and  by  land  what  a  train  1 
To  the  A7>y,  then,  God  bless  him  ! 
The  World  shall  confess  him 
'The  Ixjrd  of  those  men  who  are  Lords  of  the  Main.' 

Lords  of  the  Main  —  ay,  Fiords  of  the  Main  — 
The  Tars  of  Old  England  are  Lords  of  the  Main. 

LIBERT^^ 

[Joseph  Stansbury].  The  Lords  of  the  Moifi,  published  in  Rt\  Jngton\  Royal 
Gazetie^  Feb.  16.  1780;  reprinted  in  The  Loyal  I'crses  0/ Joseph  Stansbury 
and  Doctor  Jonathan  Odtii  (edited  by  Winthrop  Sargent,  Albany,  i860), 
6r-62. 


183.    The  Experiences  of  a  British  Spy  (1780) 

BY    MAJOR   JOItN    ANDRE 

The  Andre  episode  is  nnc  of  tht-  mmt  painful  in  the  whole  war.  An<!re,  a  British 
officer  of  h\^\\  character  and  stand inj^',  vvas  persuanted  tu  meet  Benedict  ArnoW  in 
disguise.  Washington  justly  held  him  tu  lie  a  spy,  and  he  suflercd  the  penalty  of 
death.  —  Bibliugraphy :  Winsor,  Mirmfaf  ami  Crtthaf  /hsfory,  VI,  447-468;  Isaac 
N.  Arnold^  Life  oj  Benedict  Arnold ;  Channjng  and  Hart,  UuiJe,  §  1 38. 


Sir, 


A.     MAJOR   ANDRE    TO    GENERAL    WASHINGTON 

Salem,  24  September,  1780. 


WHAT  I  have  as  yet  said  concerning  myself  was  in  the  justifiable 
attempt  to  be  extricated  ;  J  am  too  little  accustomed  to  diiphcity 
to  have  succeeded. 
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Another  request  is,  that  I  miy  be  permitted  to  write  an  open  letter 
to  Sir  Henrj'  Clinton,  and  another  lu  a  friend  fur  clothes  and  hnen. 

I  take  the  liberty  to  mentitm  the  condition  of  some  gentlemen  at 
Charleston,  who,  being  either  on  parole  or  under  protection,  were  en- 
gaged in  a  conspiracy  against  us.  Though  their  situation  is  not  similar, 
they  are  objects  who  may  be  set  in  exchange  for  me,  or  are  persons 
whom  the  treatment  I  receive  might  affect. 

It  is  no  less,  Sir,  in  a  confidence  of  the  generosity  of  your  mind,  than 
on  account  of  your  superior  station,  thai  I  have  chosen  to  importune 
you  with  this  letter.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  Sir, 
your  Excellency's  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

John  Andr^,  Adjutant-general, 

B.     PAPER    DRAWN    UP    BV    MAJOR    ANDRE 

ON  the  20th  of  September,  I  left  New  York  to  get  on  board  the 
Vulture,  in  order  (as  I  thought)  to  meet  Genera!  Arnold  there  in 
the  night.  No  boat,  however,  came  off,  and  I  waited  on  board  until 
the  night  of  the  21st.  During  the  day,  a  flag  of  tnice  was  sent  from  the 
Vulture  to  complain  of  the  violation  of  a  mill  tar}'  nile  in  the  instance 
of  a  boat  having  been  decoyed  on  shore  by  a  flag,  and  fired  upon.  The 
letter  was  addressed  to  General  Arnold,  signed  by  Captain  Sutherland, 
but  written  in  my  hand  and  countersigned  *  J,  Anderson,  secretary.'  Its 
intent  was  to  indicate  my  presence  on  board  the  Vulture.  In  the  night  of 
the  2 1  St  a  boat  with  Mr.  [Smith]  and  two  hands  came  on  board,  in  order 
to  fetch  Mr.  Anderson  on  shore,  and,  if  too  late  to  bring  me  back,  to 
lodge  me  until  the  next  night  in  a  place  of  safety.  I  went  into  the  boat, 
landed,  and  spoke  with  Arnold.  I  got  on  horseback  with  him  to  pro- 
ceed to  [Smith's]  house,  and  in  the  way  passed  a  guard  I  did  not  expect 
to  see,  having  Sir  Henry  Clinton's  directions  not  to  go  within  an  enemy's 
post,  or  to  quit  my  own  dress. 

In  the  riioming  A.  quitted  me,  having  himself  made  me  put  the  papers 
I  bore  between  my  stockings  and  feet.  Whilst  he  did  it,  he  expressed 
a  wish  in  case  of  any  accident  befalling  me,  that  they  should  be  destroyed, 
which  I  said,  of  course  would  be  the  case,  as  when  I  went  into  the  boat 
I  should  have  them  tied  al>out  with  a  string  and  a  stone.  Before  we 
parted,  some  mention  had  been  mafle  of  my  crossing  the  river,  and  go- 
ing by  another  route ;  but,  I  objected  much  against  it,  and  thought  it 
was  settled  that  in  the  way  I  came  I  was  also  to  return. 


T 


> 


PART   VIII 

PROGRESS  OF   THE  REFOLUTION 


CHAPTER    XXX  — UNION    AND    INDEPEND- 
ENCE 

1 84.    Proceedings  of  a  Revolutionary  Convention 

(1775) 

BY    CLERK   GABRIEL    DU    VALL 

The  first  step  in  the  Revolution  was  to  overthrow  the  existing  colonial  govern- 
ments. In  some  colonies,  as  Maryland,  the  governors  refused  to  call  assemblies,  and 
the  control  of  colonial  matters  was  taken  over  by  an  irregular  and  revolutionary  body 
elected  by  the  patriots.  The  proceedings  printed  below  are  typical  of  those  in  county, 
town,  and  provincial  assemblies  throughout  the  country.  —  Bibliography :  Frothing- 
ham,  h'ise  of  tht  Republic,  ch.  xii;  Curtis,  History  of  the  Constitution,  I,  ch.  iii;  Chan- 
ning  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  137.  —  Compare  with  assembly  proceedings,  ch.  ix  above. 

AT  a  Meeting  of  the  Delegates  appointed  by  the  Several  Counties 
of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  at  Annapolis,  on  Wednesday  the 
26"' of  July  1775  ••  . 

Friday  July  28.  .  .  . 
The  petition  of  Patrick  Graham  of  Charles  County,  Taylor,  praying  a 
*'  Remission  of  the  Sentence  of  the  Committee  of  Charles  County,  and 
that  he  might  be  restored  to  the  privileges  of  a  Citizen"  being  read  and 
considered,  It  is  thereupon  Resolved,  that  the  said  Patrick  Graham  be 
allowed  to  exercise  his  former  Trade  of  a  Taylor,  and  that  he  also  be 
permitted  to  buy  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  the  use  of  his 
family ;  And  that  the  said  Patrick  Graham  be  allowed  and  permitted  to 
collect,  and  receive  all  just  Debts  due  to  him ;  and  that  all  persons  be 
permitted  to  employ  the  said  Patrick  Graham  as  a  Taylor,  and  to  sell 
him  provisions  and  other  necessaries  for  his  Family.     But  that  the  said 
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same  manner  as  the  other  loans  of  Bills  of  Exchange  to  this  Conven- 
tion. ... 

On  reading  and  considering  the  Petition  of  Richard  Henderson  of 
Bladensburgh,  setting  forth  his  apprehensions,  that  some  people  of  the 
neighbourhood  of  that  place,  if  not  advised  to  the  contrary  by  this  Con- 
vention may  do  violence  to  his  person  or  property  .  .  .  this  Convention 
strongly  impressed  with  an  idea  of  the  confusion  and  disorder  which 
must  inevitably  ensue,  and  the  disunion  which  must  necessarily  follow, 
from  the  people  at  large  being  collected  and  inflicting  punishments 
before  a  cool  and  temperate  investigation  of  the  case  ;  and  consec}uently 
the  injury  which  may  be  thereby  done  to  the  common  cause  of  Liberty, 
confide,  that  the  Virtue  of  the  people,  and  their  attachment  to  the 
liberties  of  America,  will  guard  them  against  a  commission  of  the  Excess 
apprehended.  .  .  . 

Monday  7**'  August  .  .  . 

The  memorial  of  James  Christie  Jun'  of  Baltimore  Town  was  read ; 
and  upon  reading  the  I^etter  of  the  said  James  Christie  therein  referred 
to,  dated  the  22*  of  February  1775,  to  Gabriel  Christie,  Lieutenant 
Colonel  of  the  60th  Regiment  in  which  the  said  Christie  represented  the 
inhabitants  of  that  Town,  as  concerned  in  measures,  in  his  opinion, 
treasonable  and  rebellious ;  and  that  a  number  of  Soldiers  would  keep 
them  very  quiet ;  the  same  was  considered  by  this  Convention  and 
thereupon  it  is  Resolved,  that  the  said  James  Christie,  by  the  said  Jitter 
hath  manifested  a  spirit  &  principle  altogether  inimical  to  the  Rights  and 
Liberties  of  America ;  that  the  said  James  Christie  by  insinuating  the 
necessity  of  introducing  a  Military  Force  into  this  Province,  has  mani- 
fested an  inveterate  enmity  to  the  Liberties  of  this  Province  in  particular, 
and  of  British  America  in  general. 

Therefore  Resolved,  that  the  said  James  Christie  is,  and  ought  to  be 
considered  as  an  enemy  to  America,  and  that  no  person  trade,  deal  or 
barter  vvith  him  hereafter  unless  for  necessaries  and  provisions,  or  for  the 
sale  or  purchase  of  any  part  of  his  real  or  personal  Estate,  of  which  he 
may  at  this  time  be  seised  or  possessed. 

Resolved  that  the  said  James  Christie  be  Expelled  and  banished  this 
Province  for  ever,  and  that  he  depart  this  Province  before  the  first  Day 
of  September  next 

Resolved,  That  no  punishment  be  inflicted  on  the  said  James 
Christie  other  than  what  is  now  directed  by  this  Convention. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  James  Christie  deposit  in  the  Hands  of  this 
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people  of  the  Massachusells  Bay,  followed  by  General  Gage's  proclama- 
tion, declaring  almost  the  whole  of  ihe  Inhabitants  of  the  United  Colo- 
nies, by  name,  or  description,  Rebels  an<l  Traitors,  are  sufficient  causes 
to  arm  a  free  people  in  defence  of  their  Liberty,  and  to  justify  resistance, 
no  longer  dictated  hy  prudence  merely,  but  by  necessity,  ami  leave  n(j 
alternative  but  base  submission  or  manly  opposilion  to  uncontroulable 
Tyranny.  The  Congress  chose  the  latter,  and  for  the  express  pi:rposc 
of  securing  &  defending  the  United  Colonies  and  preserving  them  in 
Safety,  against  all  attempts  to  carry  the  above  mentioned  Acts  into 
Execution  by  Force  of  Arras,  Resolved,  that  the  said  Colonies  be  imme- 
diately put  into  a  State  of  Defence,  and  now  supports  at  the  joint  ex- 
pense, an  army  to  restrain  the  further  violence  and  repel  the  future 
attacks  of  a  disappointed  and  ex.isperated  Knemy.  —  We  therefore. 
Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  Maryland,  firmly  persuadt-d  that  it  is 
necessary  and  justifiable  to  repel  Force  by  Force,  do  approve  of  the 
opposition  by  arms  to  the  British  Troops  employed  to  enforce  obedience 
to  the  late  acts  and  statutes  of  the  British  Parliament,  for  raising  a 
Revenue  in  America,  and  altering  and  changing  the  Charter  and  Con- 
stitution of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  for  destroying  the  essential 
securities  for  the  Lives,  Liberties  and  properties  of  the  Subjects  in  the 
United  Colonies. 

And  We  do  unite  and  associate,  as  one  Band  &  firmly  and  solemnly 
engage  and  pledge  ourselves  to  each  other  and  to  America,  that  we  will, 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power,  promote  and  support  the  present  opposition, 
carrying  on  as  well  by  Arms,  as  by  the  Continental  Association  restrain- 
ing our  Commerce.  — 

And  as  in  these  times  of  Public  danger,  and  until  a  Reconcilliation 
with  (ireat  Britain  on  Constitutional  Principles  is  effected  (an  event,  we 
most  ardently  wish  may  soon  take  place)  the  energy  of  Government 
may  !)e  greatly  impaired,  so  that  even  Zeal  unrestrained  may  be  pro- 
ductive of  Anarchy  &  conftision  ;  We  do  in  like  manner  unite,  associate 
and  solemnly  engage,  in  maintenance  of  good  order,  and  the  public 
peace,  to  support  the  civil  power  in  the  due  execution  of  the  Laws,  so 
far  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  present  plan  of  opposition,  and  to 
defend  with  our  utmost  power  all  persons  from  every  Species  of  outrage 
to  themselves  or  their  property,  and  to  prevent  any  punishment,  from 
being  inflicted  on  any  offenders,  other  than  such,  as  shall  be  adjudged 
by  the  Civil  .Magistrate,  the  Continental  Congress,  our  Convention, 
Council  of  Safely,  or  Committees  of  obsen'ation. 
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1 85.    The  Activities  of  the  Continenul  Congress 

BY    DELEGATE    RICHARD   SMITH 

Smith  had  been  for  Tears  clerk  of  the  Xe»  Jcrser  Hoiue  of  ReprecentatiTes,  and 
vas  a  delegate  from  Nev  Terser  to  the  nrst  and  second  (.-ontinental  CongreiMS.  — 
Bir.liL»p-*ph_v  of  Cjngress:  Winsor,  Xarrattze  and  Critical  Htitcry.  VI,  107-109: 
Fr  -thingham,  hiie  eftke  Kefui'lie,  ch.  ix;  Cmtis.  History-  p/tke  Constitution,  I,  ch,  ii; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guxde^  %  157.  —  Compare  vith  earbcr  Congresses,  Nos.  125,  141, 
153  abj\e. 

'T^L  ESDA  Y.  12  SepUmbfr  7775.  I  attended  at  Congress  for  the  first 
-*  Time  since  the  Adiommcnt.  M!  Hancock  having  a  Touch  of  the 
Gout  there  was  no  President  in  the  Chair.  The  Colonies  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  N  Carolina  absent  as  also  sundry  Members  from  other  Colonics. 
D!  Franklin  read  several  Letters  recie\'ed  today  by  Cap*  Falkner  from 
London  and  informed  the  Members  that  he  had  some  Bales  of  House- 
hold Goods  on  Board  of  FaJkner.  desiring  the  Congress's  Leave  to  land 
them,  no  Objection  to  it  only  Willing  and  John  Rutledge  thought  it 
irregular  to  do  Business  without  a  President  and  it  wa>  rtitrred. 
M!  Gadsden  and  others  moved  for  an  Adjomment  to  10  Tomorrow, 
which  was  comf>lyed  with.  3  of  the  Georgia  Delegates  were  present  with 
M:  Peyton  Randolph  and  the  new  Delegates  from  Virginia,  their  Cre- 
dential* not  yet  delivered,  and  little  Business  hitherto  done  this  session. 
Wc.ineiday  i^'^  Ml  President  (Hancock)  in  the  Chair.  The  Cre- 
deniialf  of  the  Georgia,  Virginia  and  Mariland  Delegates  were  rcaa 
and  accepted  without  any  Objection-  the  Marjlanders  were  the  same 
as  ai  the  last  Session.  .\n  Order  was  made  that  the  Penns*  I>elegates 
shall  send  off  to  Gen.  Washington  under  a  proper  Guard,  the  remainder 
of  his  Money  amounting  in  the  whole  to  700,000  Dollars,  and  they-  were 
at  the  same  Time  to  send  the  Cloathing  for  Two  Regiments  lately  seized 
at  Philai*.  I'uane  and  Rob.  R-  Livingston  came  today  from  the  Indian 
Treaty  at  Albany,  another  TreatTi*  is  at>out  to  be  held  at  Pittsburg. 
D:  Frinkhns  Goo  Is  allowed  to  be  landed-  a  great  Numl:)er  of  l^etters 
an-l  Paj^ers  were  read,  some  from  Gen.  Washington  giving  a  particjlar 
State  C'f  his  Army  they  want  Powder  and  Money  —  some  from  Gen. 
Sch'jyler  statins  his  Situation ;  others  from  Col.  I^fwis  Morris  and 
Jat  Wilson  I>ated  at  Fort  Pin  recommending  an  Kx]:*edition  ag!  1  >etroit 
to  be  conducted  by  CoL  .Vrthur  5.  Clair — others  from  Gov.  Trumbull 
and  sundn*  more. 
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IVedrusday  20.  An  Expedition  is  on  Foot  against  the  Kings  Forces 
in  Canada  via  Kennebec  under  Col.  Arnold  frora  Wushingtons  Cainp  at 
Cambridge.  .  .  .  Gen.  Wooster  willi  a  considerable  Detachment  or- 
dered to  join  Schuyler,  this  Morning  a  Letter  in  French  was  delivered 
to  the  l^resident  directed  for  Gen,  Washington  said  to  be  from  the 
Governor  of  Hispaniola.  Whether  the  Letter  shall  be  opened  and 
whether  by  a  select  Com?  or  by  the  President,  were  made  Questions, 
the  general  Opinion  seemed  to  be  that  the  President  should  open  it  and 
the  Secretary  (Charles  Thomson)  translate  it  and  if  of  a  public  Nature 
that  it  should  be  laid  before  Congress  but  it  was  dropl.  .  .  . 

Thursday  21  Sipi'.  On  a  Question  Whether  Col.  Armstrong  or  Col. 
Fry  shall  be  Brig,  Gen.  in  the  Room  of  Pomeroy  retired,  the  Colunies 
were  divided  6  against  6  —  North  Car^  being  absent,  consequently  there 
was  nu  Appointment.  .  .  . 

Friday  22.  —  Andrew  MacNair  Doorkeeper's  Acco*.  ordered  to  be 
paid.  .  .  .  Major  Rogers  ordered  to  be  discharged  if  Nothing  appears 
ag*  Him  but  being  a  Half  Fay  Officer,  he  was  arrested  by  the  Com?  of 
Safety  of  Pennsylvania,  a  committee  of  7  appointed  by  Ballot  to  con- 
sider the  State  of  Trade  in  America.  —  \V".'  Shads  Acco'  as  Messenger 
ordered  to  be  paid. 

Saturday  23  Sfpt\  a  Letter  from  Tho!  Mifflin  Quarter  Master  to  the 
Army  directed  to  W'"  liarrell  Merch!  was  read,  desiring  Him  to  forward 
Cloathing  for  the  .^rmy,  the  Congress  took  that  Subject  into  Considera- 
tion and  appointed  by  Ballot  a  Com?  of  5  to  supply  the  Two  Armies 
with  Cloathing  to  the  Amount  of  ^5000  steri'g,  and  allowed  each 
Quarter  Master  5  ^  Cent  for  selling  out  to  the  Soldiers, 

Monday  2^,  A  Com?  of  3  named  to  draw  an  Answer  to  (Jen  Wash- 
ingtons  Letters.  ...  De  Hart  moved  to  restrict  all  Conventions  and 
Assemblies  from  issuing  any  more  Paper  Money  and  to  recall  what  they 
have  done  without  Permission  from  hence,  he  was  not  seconded,  Un 
reading  Wilson  and  Morris's  Letters  and  other  Papers  Willing  moved 
that  the  Congress  would  interfere  in  setthng  a  temporary  Line  between  1 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  a  Letter  was  read  frora  the  DeJegates  of  those 
Two  Colonies  to  the  Inhabitants  recorara'g  Peace  &c.  several  Orders 
of  the  King  in  Council  Dated  in  June  last  relative  to  this  Line  were  ^ 
read. 

Tuesday  26  S(pr.     Com'*  brought  in  a  Letter  to  (ien  Wash 

the  Course  of  it  E  Rutledge  moved  that  the  Gen.  shall  dischar 
Negroes  as  well  Slaves  as  Freemen  in  his  Anny.     he  (RuUetJge)  was 
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Friday  Dec',  ij.  .  .  .  Motion  by  Wilson  thai  all  Officers  below  a 
Major  in  the  ConlinentalTroons  nuu  raising  in  Penns'  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  several  Committees  of  Corresijondence  and  Observation  was  at 
length  rejected  and  the  Mode  of  .Appointment  there  anil  in  the  Lower 
Counties  settled.  .  .  .  Robert  Morris  moved  that  a  Cora?  be  nomi- 
nated to  consider  of  Ways  and  Means  to  bring  in  Gold  and  Silver  and 
keep  it  in  the  Country,  it  is  reported  that  Half  Joes  have  already  risen 
to  jCs-2-6,  it  was  debated  and  postponed  till  Tomorrow.  Col.  Lee 
moved  that  George  Mead  &  Co,  of  Philad'  may  export  from  that  City 
to  Virginia  6000  Bushels  of  Salt  and  carry  abroad  Produce  to  the 
Amount  from  thence,  opposed  by  Jay,  Lewis  and  others  and  supported 
by  Nelson,  Wyth,  Rob.  Morris  i^c.  it  passed  in  the  Affirmative  7  Colo- 
nies to  4  Com?  on  Pnbhc  Acco*?  reported  a  Number  of  Accounts  which 
were  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  (the  mode  of  Payment  is  the 
President  signs  an  Order  to  the  joint  Treasurers  Hillegas  and  Clymer 
and  then  they  pay  the  Money)  several  other  Motions  and  Matters,  for 
these  Memoirs  only  contain  what  I  could  readily  recollect. 

Saturday  16  Dc(f.  .  .  .  A  Com?  of  3  prepareil  a  Speech  to  be  deliv- 
ered by  the  President  to  Cap!  White  Eyes  a  chief  of  the  Delaware 
Indians  said  to  reside  on  the  Mnskingham,  who  was  then  introduced 
into  the  Congress  accompanied  by  One  of  his  Councellors  and  an  Inter- 
preter, the  Chief  was  dressed  in  a  good  Suit  of  Blue  Cloth  with  a  laced 
Hat  and  his  Counsellor  was  wrapped  in  a  Blanket,  Cap*  White  Eyes 
shook  all  the  Members  heartily  by  the  Hand,  beginning  with  the  Presi- 
dent and  used  the  same  Ceremony  at  his  Departure,  he  stayed  aliout  an 
Hour,  Our  President  delivered  the  Speech  and  the  Chief  answered  by 
his  Interpreter  that  he  was  well  pleased  to  hear  such  a  good  Speech  and 
meet  his  Brethren  in  the  Grand  Council  Fire,  that  he  would  faithfully 
report  to  his  Friends  the  kind  Disposition  of  the  Congress  and  proposed 
to  stay  in  Town  all  Winter — he  wanted  a  Clergyman,  Schoohnaster  and 
Blacksmith  established  arapng  his  People  and  said  they  inclined  to  em- 
brace Christianity  and  a  more  civilized  Way  of  Life.  A  Copy  of  the 
Congress's  Speech  was  given  to  him  when  he  withdrew,  his  Councellor 
said  Nothing.  .  .  . 

Monday  Dct'.  18.  .  .  .  An  Express  arrived  from  Montreal  with  Let- 
ters from  Gen.  Montgomery,  Col.  Arnold  and  others.  Eleven  Vessels 
are  taken  near  Montreal  by  our  people  who  have  also  seized  Brig.  Pres- 
cot  who  had  caused  all  the  Powder  to  be  thrown  overboard,  but  the 
Ships  contain  plenty  of  Provision.     Ethan  Allen  is  sent  to  England  in 
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Irons.  CoU  James  Li\'ingsion  is  about  to  raise  a  Regiment  of  Canadians 
in  our  pay  for  One  Year.  Arnold  is  near  Quebec  but  has  not  Men 
enough  to  surround  it  and  his  Powder  so  damaged^  that  he  has  only 
5  Rounds  apiece.  Montgoraerys  Soldiers  very  disobedient  and  numy 
of  them  coroe  Home  without  Leave.  Frauds  discovered  in  some  of  his 
Offi<:crs.  Gen.  Wash?  in  great  Want  of  Powder  and  most  of  the  Con- 
nect! Troops  have  left  his  Army.  Accounts  of  a  Skirmish  in  Virginia 
and  great  Preparations  in  England  for  an  Invasion  of  Us  in  the  Spring. 
We  sat  from  lo  oCloc  till  the  Dusk  of  the  Evening. 

Uiary  of  Richard  Smith  in  the  Continental  Conj^resi,  in  American  Hisi 
Review  (New  York,  etc.,  1896J,  1,  2.&()-2(fo  passim. 
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186.    A   Call  for  Independence  (1776) 

BY   THOMAS   PAINE 

For  Paine,  4er  So.  159  above.  —  Bibliography  of  independence:  Wlnsor,  Xarnt" 
tive  and  Critioii  Hiihry,  VI.  255-262;  Frothingham.  Kiu  of  the  Rtpublii,  chi.  v, 
vl,  »i;  Ix^cky,  Engtiirtii,  iii,  412-459;  Channing  and  HarL,  Guide^  S  *37-  —  ^<^f  earlier 
•u^gcsliuns  of  independence,  »ec  above,  Nos.  122,  I48,  153. 

REAVING  the  moral  part  to  private  reflection,  I  shall  chiefly 
confine  my  farther  remarks  lo  the  following  heads : 

First,   That  it  is  the  interest  of  America  to  be  seperated  from  Britain. 

Secondly,  Which  is  the  easiest  and  most  practicable  plan,  reconcilia- 
tion or  independance  ?  with  some  occasional  remarks. 

In  support  of  the  first,  I  could,  if  I  judged  it  proper,  produce  the 
opinion  of  some  of  the  ablest  and  most  experienced  men  on  this  con- 
tinent ;  and  whose  sentiments,  on  that  head,  are  not  yet  publicly  known. 
It  is  in  reality  a  self-evident  position  :  For  no  nation,  in  a  state  of  for- 
eign dependance,  limited  m  its  commerce,  and  cramped  and  fettered  in 
its  legislative  powers,  can  ever  arrive  at  any  material  eminence.  Amer- 
ica doth  not  yet  know  what  opulence  is ;  and  although  the  progress 
which  she  hath  made,  stands  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  other  nations, 
it  is  but  childhood,  compared  with  what  she  would  be  capable  of  arriv- 
ing at,  had  she,  as  she  ought  to  have,  the  legislative  powers  in  her  own 
hands.  P^ngland  is,  at  this  time,  proudly  coveting  what  would  do  her 
no  good,  were  she  to  accomplish  it ;  and  the  continent  hesitating  on  a 
matter,  which  will  be  her  final  ruin  if  neglected,  ll  is  the  commerce, 
ond  t'"*  *^'*  conquest  of  America,  by  which  England  is  to  be  benefited. 
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and  that  would  in  a  great  measure  continue,  were  the  countries  as  injde- 
pendant  of  each  other  as  France  and  Sjiain  ;  because  in  many  articles, 
neither  can  go  to  a  better  market.  But  it  is  the  independance  of  this 
country  on  Britain  or  any  other,  which  is  now  the  main  and  only  object 
worthy  of  contention,  and  which,  like  a!l  other  truths  discovered  by 
necessity,  will  appear  clearer  anil  stronger  every  day. 

First.    Because  it  will  come  to  that  one  time  or  other. 

Secondly.  Because  the  longer  it  is  delayed,  the  harder  it  will  be  to 
accomplish - 

I  have  frequently  amused  myself  both  in  public  and  private  companies, 
with  silently  remarking  the  specious  errors  of  those  who  speak  without 
reflecting.  And  among  the  many  which  I  have  heard,  tiie  following 
seems  the  most  general,  viz,  that  had  this  rupture  happened  forty  or 
fifty  years  hence,  instead  of  tiaw,  the  Continent  woukl  have  been  more 
able  to  have  shaken  fiff  the  de[)endance.  To  which  I  reply,  that  our 
military  ability  n/  f/tis  time^  arises  from  the  experience  gained  in  the  late 
war.  and  which  in  forty  or  fifty  years  time,  would  have  been  totally 
extinct.  .  .  . 

Should  affairs  be  patched  up  with  Britain,  and  she  to  remain  the  gov- 
erning and  sovereign  power  of  America,  (which  as  matters  are  now 
circninstanceil,  is  giving  up  the  point  entirely)  we  shall  deprive  our- 
selves of  the  very  means  of  sinking  the  debt  we  have,  or  may  contract. 
The  value  of  the  back  lands,  which  some  of  the  provinces  are  clandes- 
tinely deprived  of,  by  the  unjust  extension  of  the  limits  of  Canada,  valued 
only  at  five  pounds  sterling  per  hundred  acres,  amount  to  upwards  of 
twenty  five  millions,  Pennsylvania  currency;  and  the  quit-rents  at  one 
penny  sterling  jier  acre,  to  two  millions  yearly.  .  ,  . 

I  proceed  now  to  the  second  head,  viz.  Which  is  the  easiest  and 
most  practicable  plan»  Reconciliation  or  huifpendancc ;  with  some  oc- 
casional remarks. 

He  who  takes  nature  for  his  guide,  is  not  easily  beaten  out  of  his 
argument,  and  on  that  ground,  I  answer  gencralh\  That  Independance 
being  a  single  simple  line,  contained  within  ourseives  ;  and  reconciliation ^ 
a  matter  exceedingly  perplexed  and  complicated,  and  in  which,  a  treach- 
erous capricious  court  is  to  inter/ere ^  gives  the  ansiver  without  a  doubt. 

The  present  stale  of  America  is  truly  alarming  to  every  man  who  is 
capable  of  reflection.  Without  law,  without  government,  without  any 
other  mode  of  power  than  what  is  founded  on,  and  granted  by  cotirtesy. 
Held  together  by  an  unexampled  concurrence  of  sentiment,  which,  is 


53^ 


Union  and   Independence 


[i77« 


nevertheless  subject  to  change,  and  which,  every  secret  enemy  is  en- 
deavouring to  dissolve.  Our  present  con<liiion,  is.  Legislation  without 
law  ;  wisdom  without  a  plan  ;  a  constitution  without  a  name  ;  and,  what 
is  strangely  astonishing,  perfect  Independance,  contending  for  depend- 
ance.  The  instance  is  without  a  precedent ;  the  case  never  existed 
before ;  and  who  can  tell  what  may  be  the  event  ?  The  property  of  no 
man  is  secure  in  the  present  unbraced  system  of  things.  The  mind  of 
the  multitude  is  left  at  random,  and  seeing  no  ft.xed  object  before  them, 
they  pursue  such  as  fancy  or  opinion  starts.  Nothing  is  criminal ;  there 
is  no  such  thing  as  treason  ;  wherefore,  every  one  thinks  himself  at 
liberty  to  act  as  he  pleases.  The  Tories  would  not  have  dared  to  assem- 
ble offensively,  had  they  known  that  their  lives,  by  that  act,  were  forfeited 
to  the  laws  of  the  state.  A  line  of  distinction  should  be  drawn,  between 
English  soldiers  taken  in  battle,  and  inhabitants  of  America  taken  in 
arms.  The  first  are  prisoners,  but  the  latter  traitors.  The  one  forfeits 
his  liberty,  the  other  his  head.  .  .  . 

Put  us,  say  some,  upon  the  footing  we  were  on  in  sixty-three.  .  .  . 
To  be  on  the  footing  of  sixty-three,  it  is  not  sufficient,  that  the  laws 
only  be  put  on  the  same  state,  but  that  our  circumstances,  likewise  he 
put  on  the  same  state ;  our  burnt  and  destroyed  towns  repaired  or  built 
up,  our  private  losses  made  good,  our  public  debts  (contracted  for  de- 
fence) discharged  ;  otherwise  we  shiU  be  millions  worse  than  we  were 
at  that  enviable  period.  Such  a  request,  hail  it  been  complied  with  a 
year  ago,  would  have  won  the  heart  and  soul  of  the  Continent,  but  now 
it  is  too  late.     "  The  Rubicon  is  passetl." 

Besides,  the  taking  up  arms,  merely  to  enforce  the  repeal  of  a  pecun- 
iary law,  seems  as  unwarrantable  by  the  divine  hw,  and  as  repugnant  to 
human  feelings,  as  the  taking  up  arms  to  enforce  the  obedience  thereto. 
The  object,  on  either  side,  doth  not  justify  the  means ;  for  the  lives  of 
men  are  too  valuable,  to  be  cast  away  on  such  trifles,  It  is  the  violence 
which  is  done  and  threatened  to  our  persons ;  the  destruction  of  our 
pro|>erty  by  an  armed  force  ;  the  invasion  of  our  country  by  fire  and 
sword,  which  conscientiously  qualifies  the  use  of  arms  :  And  the  instant, 
in  which  such  a  mode  of  defence  became  necessary,  all  subjection  to 
Britain  ought  to  have  ceased  ;  and  the  independancy  of  .\merica,  should 
have  been  considered,  as  dating  its  jera  from,  and  published  by,  the  firti 
musket  that  was  fired  against  her.  This  line  is  a  line  of  consistency ; 
neither  drawn  by  caprice,  nor  extended  by  ambition  ;  but  producetl  by 
a  chain  of  events,  of  which  the  colonies  were  not  the  authors. 
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I  shall  cnndude  these  Tcnwiks.  with  the  loUowine  tiinek  and  weB 
intemicd  hmi      "  " -ci,  that  t  ~  ^^ 

by  which  an  ii.  -.Treancr  l  a" 

thosr  t^rrc,  wil]  one  dav  or  oihet,  he  the  taie  oi  Aroenca,  va,  Hy  the 
iegsU  voice:  of  the  j«eople  in  CaQgre%  ,  by  a  miiiton  piiwci .  or  In 
raob :  It  may  nut  aiwafs  ha]ipeii  that  cmxt  soUiiecs  are  cinxms  and  tii 
winttmiiir  a  Iwdy  of  jpMOoaiile  men ;  ▼crtut 
Is  JMS  lieiediiiMy^  seidier  is  it  perpeiuaL 
broughx  abom  \n  the  first  of  those  means.  «c  have  rv 
and  ei^eri  eiicouragcmsn:  befoErr  ik,  to  farcn  the  noblest  p. 
tioQ  on  the  £»cc  of  the  earth.  We  have  h  in  oar  power  to  begin  the 
twnid  over  again.  A  sitnation,  similar  to  the  present,  hath  iKit  hup- 
pened  since  the  days  ai  ^oah  until  nou.  The  birth  day  of  a  ne«  world 
m^bmd,-amA  axace  of  mt  -^  as  -mupeuiufc ms aB Euro jie  cctn- 

tains.  Hie lo  zBcehrc  tiieii  per  ireedom  fam  fte  «itaBi  o!  a  ivm , 

xnomhs.     The  rriieciion  is  aisinl  and  in  thk  pnini  of  «ieir,  hoir  trifin 
bow  Tubcuious,  do  the  little  paltry  cavillings,  uf  a  few  weak  or  mte 
men  appear,  when  weighed  agaii^i  the  business  ai  a  world.  .  .  . 

in  #iiBl«  iadapBndaaoe  is  the  ^m^  itcBSD  Ikat  om  9fc  wnA  koqp 
11^  aUn  dicB  «x  oar«b^ei^aBiA  tnrcns  «iB  Ik  l^gdHri 

e  mitmtmrm.  flf  an  JMODgomg,  ^  «<^  ^  >  CTOel  ctHsni^.   Wc  1 
ifaeDloobe  on  a  proper  IboOig  lo  una  «nh  Britain  ;  for  there  s: 
ID  connbde.  thai  tiie  fnide  oT  tiua  cnaa  will  tie  leas  him  by 
inth  the  Amrnnm  stai^  ^  peace,  than -widi  Chose  «he 

inates   "lehdhois  snbjr  at^  of  aooanoDodatian.     It  is  < 

delaying  t:  that  enoonn^es  her  to  hope  for  conqnest,  and  our  back 
nes  tends  onh'  to  pndong  ^le  wax.  As  we  have,  wixhom  any  good  < 
theie&wu,  wniiheld  our  trade  tB  aknda  a  redrcs  of  oar  gncvmoch,  I 
IK  now  ny  ike  almiiauwe,  \jf  tnd^auiamtk  wcdMcam^  tiuan 
aad  liien  tAni^  id  apca  the  nade.  The  mwwiitiie  and 
yaniD&i^taBdiiilbeailwidi  as;  'famanar,  ycace  wrttb  nade,  it  j 
enUe  ta  war  wotfaoat  iL  And  7  Ais  «i8iesr  is  not  aocaepted,  calier  i 
mo^  be  appfied  ta  On  these  gonads  I  rest  the  aiaiser.  And  a£  no 
ancr  iitfs  ^^  boea  awoe  to  reiine  the  aoctriae  oonunaed  ia  tlie  i 
TrfliMOBB  di  UDB  aaBDiblct,  it  s  a  ^t^tiMH  1*^^  jama,  that  Ohht  the  i 
caiBOt Ik KdntoOt dt  ^uti diepait^ in  laauai  </S  it  aicioo  i 
becnaaed.  Vaen^bvciaMeadargMai^  at  cadi  other  vi&i 
or  dooblial  ^aaioBitt;  let  eadi  ctf  us  bdd  oat  to  las  aniglibw  dK  bearry 
I  of  tteadahn^  aad  aaiie  in  i^taaim  a  lae,  wAud^  lioc  aa  act  of 
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oblivion,  shall  bury  in  forgetfulness  every  former  dissention.  Let  the 
names  of  Whig  and  Tory  be  extinct ;  and  let  none  other  be  heard 
among  us,  than  those  of  a  good  citizttt,  an  open  and  resolute  friend^  and 
a  virtuous  supporter  of  the  rights  of  mankind  and  of  tht  free  and  inde- 
pendant  states  of  America. 

[Thomas  Paine],  Appendix  to  Common  Sense \  appended  to  Common  Sense: 

Written  by  an  Englishman 


addressed  to  the  Inhabitants  of  America. 
(rhihidclphia,  1776),  66-71  passim. 


I  87.    Difficulties  in  Framing  a  State  Constitution 
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nV    CHAIRMAN    MESHECH    WEARE,    SECRETARY    E.    THOMPSON,   AND 

OTHERS 

New  Hampshire  was  the  firet  colony  to  draw  up  a.  constitution.  This  piece  illtis- 
trAtcs  the  foumlation  of  the  system  of  fomial  state  constitutions,  —  Bibliography:  Win* 
Kir,  .Varralive  ami  i'riiical  Hiih^ry,  Vl,  J6S-274;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  I43. 
—  Compare  with  earlier  colunial  guvemraenls,  Part  ill  aba%-e. 

In  Congress,  at  Excler,  January  5,  1776. 

WE,  the  Members  of  the  Congress  of  the  Colonv  of  Nev- Hampshire, 
chosen  and  appointed  by  the  free  suflTrages  of  the  people  of  said 
Colony,  and  authorized  and  empowered  by  them  to  meet  together,  and 
use  such  means,  and  pursue  such  measures,  as  we  should  judge  best 
for  the  publick  good  ;  and,  in  particular,  to  establish  some  form  of  Gov- 
ernment, provided  that  measure  should  be  recommended  by  ihe  Conti- 
nental Congress  ;  anil  a  recommendation  to  thai  purpose  having  been 
transmitted  to  us,  from  the  said  Congress,  have  taken  into  our  seri- 
ous consideration  the  unhappy  circumstances  into  which  this  Colony 
is  involved,  by  means  of  many  grievous  and  oppressive  acts  of  the 
British  Parliament,  depriving  us  of  our  native  and  constitutional  rights 
and  privileges  ;  to  enforce  obedience  to  which  acts,  a  |>owerful  fleet 
and  army  have  been  sent  into  this  country  by  the  Ministry  of  Great 
Britain,  who  have  exercised  a  wanton  and  cruel  abuse  of  their  power, 
in  destroying  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  Colonists,  in  many  places 
with  fire  and  sword,  taking  the  ships  and  lading  from  many  of  the 
honest  and  industrious  inhabitants  of  this  Colony  employed  in  com- 
,  tnerce,  agreeable  to  the  laws  and  customs  a  long  time  used  here. 
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The  sudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  his  Excellency  yi/jiir  Wentuwrth, 
Esq.,  our  late  Governour,  and  several  of  the  Council,  leaving  us  desti- 
tute of  Legislation  ;  and  no  Executive  Courts  being  open  to  punish  crimi- 
oal  offenders,  whereby  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  honest  people  of 
thisCokiny,  are  liable  to  the  machinations  and  evil  designs  of  wicked  men  : 

Therefore,  for  the  preser^•ation  of  peace  and  good  order,  and  for  the 
security  of  the  lives  and  properties  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  we 
conceive  ourseh'es  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  establishing  a  form  of 
Government,  to  continue  during  the  present  unhappy  and  unnatural 
contest  with  Grfai  Brifain :  protesting  and  declaring  that  we  never 
sought  to  throw  off  our  dependance  upion  Gnaf  Britain,  but  felt 
ourselves  happy  under  her  protection,  while  we  could  enjoy  our  consti- 
tutional rights  and  privileges,  and  that  we  shall  rejoice  if  such  a  recan- 
cilialion  between  us  and  our  parent  state,  can  be  effected  as  shall  be 
approved  by  the  Continental  Congress,  in  whose  prudence  and  wisdom 
we  confide. 

Accordingly,  pursuant  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us,  we  do 

Resohfe,  That  this  Congress  assume  the  name,  power,  and  authority 
of  a  House  of  Representatives  or  Assembly,  for  the  Colony  of  Nm>- 
Hampshire.  And  that  said  House  then  proceed  to  choose  twelve  per- 
sons, being  reputable  freeholders  and  inhabitants  within  this  Colony,  in 
the  following  manner,  viz  :  Five  in  the  County  of  Rockingham  ;  two  in 
the  County  of  Strafford:  two  in  the  County  of  HiUihorvugh  ;  two  in  the 
County  of  Cheshire ;  and  one  in  the  County  of  Grafton^  to  be  a  dis- 
tinct and  separate  branch  of  the  Legislature,  by  the  name  of  a  Council 
for  this  Colony,  to  continue  as  such  until  the  third  Wednesday  in  De- 
cember next ;  any  se^'en  of  whom  to  be  a  quorum  to  do  busings. 

That  such  Council  appoint  their  FVesident ;  and  in  his  absence,  that 
the  senior  Counsellor  preside. 

That  a  Secretarj-  be  appointed  by  both  Branches,  who  may  be  a 
Counsellor,  or  otherwise,  as  they  shall  choose. 

That  no  act  or  resolve  be  valid,  and  put  into  execution,  imless  agreed 
to  and  passed  by  both  branches  of  the  Legislature. 

That  all  publick  officers  for  the  said  Colony,  and  each  County,  for  the 
current  year,  be  appointed  by  the  Council  and  Assembly,  except  the 
several  Clerks  of  the  Executive  Courts,  who  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  Justices  of  the  respective  Courts. 

That  an  Bills,  Resolres,  or  Votes  ft>T  raising,  levying,  and  coHecitng 
Money,  originate  in  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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That  at  any  sessions  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  neither  Branch 
shall  adjourn  for  any  longer  time  than  from  Saturday  till  the  next  Mon- 
day, without  consent  of  the  other. 

And  it  is  further  Resolved^  That  if  the  present  unhappy  dispute  with 
Great  Britain  should  continue  longer  than  this  present  year,  and  the 
Continental  Congress  give  no  instructions  or  directions  to  the  contrary, 
the  Council  be  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  respective  County,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Council  and  House  of  Representatives  shall  order. 

That  General  and  Field-Officers  of  the  Militia,  on  any  vacancy,  be 
appointed  by  the  two  Houses,  and  all  inferior  Officers  be  chosen  by  the 
respective  Companies. 

That  all  Officers  of  the  Army  be  appointed  by  the  two  Houses, 
except  they  should  direct  otherwise,  in  case  of  any  emergency. 

That  all  Civil  Officers  for  the  Colony,  and  for  each  County,  be 
appointed,  and  the  time  of  their  continuance  in  office  be  determined  by 
the  two  Houses,  except  Clerks  of  Courts,  and  County  Treasurers,  and 
Recorders  of  Deeds. 

That  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Recorder  of  Deeds,  for  each  County,  be 
annually  chosen  by  the  people  of  each  County  respectively  ;  the  votes 
for  such  officers  to  be  returned  to  the  respective  Courts  of  General  Ses- 
sions of  the  Peace  in  the  County,  there  to  be  ascertained  as  the  Council 
and  Assembly  shall  hereafter  direct. 

That  Precej)ts,  in  the  name  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  signed  by 
the  President  of  the  Council,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, shall  issue,  annually,  at  or  before  the  first  day  of  Novembery 
for  the  choice  of  a  Council  and  House  of  Representatives,  to  be  returned 
by  the  third  Wednesday  in  December^  then  next  ensuing,  in  such  man- 
ner as  the  Council  and  Assembly  shall  hereafter  prescribe. 

A  true  copy.     Attest : 

E.  Thompson,  Secretary. 

We,  the  subscribers,  chosen  by  the  people  of  several  Towns  in  the 
Colony  of  New- Hampshire,  to  represent  them  in  the  Congress  of  said 
Colony,  held  at  Exeter^  on  the  21st  day  oi December,  1775,  beg  leave 
to  enter  and  dissent  to,  and  protest  against  the  present  plan  of  taking  up 
Government,  for  the  following  reasons  : 

First.  That  the  vote  of  the  Continental  Congress  countenancing  the 
same,  was  obtained  by  the  unwearied  importunity  (both  within  doors 
and  without)  of  our  Delegates  there,  as  appears  by  their  letter. 
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Second.  That  the  said  vote  does  not  appear  to  have  been  unanimous ; 
but,  we  have  reason  to  think,  far  otiierway. 

Third.  Because  the  Cotonies  oi  iVeuf-York  and  Virginia,  wh\d[\  are 
in  similar  circumstances  with  us,  are  much  larger  and  more  opulent,  and 
we  presume  much  wiser,  to  whom  we  would  wish  to  pay  all  due  defer- 
ence, have  not  attempted  any  thing  of  the  kind,  nor,  as  we  can  learn, 
ever  desired  it. 

Fourth.  Because  we  have  no  ground  on  which  to  pretend  to  make 
a  Council,  as  our  neighbours  of  the  ^Massachusetts^  who  act  by  charter, 
never  vacated  on  any  legal  trial. 

Fifth.  Because  it  appears  assuming  for  so  small  and  inconsiderable 
a  Colony  to  take  the  lead  in  a  matter  of  so  great  importance. 

Sixth.  Because  our  constituents  never  expected  us  lo  make  a  new 
form  of  Government,  but  only  to  set  the  Judicial  and  Executive  wheels 
in  motion. 

Seventh.  Because  the  Congress,  as  swch,  could  have  done  what  was 
necessary,  and  their  power  could  not  be  enlarged  by  any  act  of  their 
own. 

Eighth.  Because  the  expense  of  the  Colony  is  greatly  augmented 
thereby. 

Ninth.  Because  it  appears  to  us  to  be  absolutely  setting  up  an  inde- 
pendency on  the  mother  country. 

[i2  signatures.] 

Peter  Yoxzt^  Amirican  Archiz>es,  Fourth  Series  (Washington,  1843),  11/^998- 
1000. 

— -    -» 

188.    Drafting  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence 

(>776) 

BV   DELEGATE   THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

JefFersotif  ihen  thirty-three  years  of  age,  was  a  delegate  from  Virginia  to  the 
Continental  Congrt-ss.  later  governor  of  Virginia,  member  of  the  Congress  of  the 
Confederation,  ambassador  to  France,  secretary  of  state,  vice-president,  and  presi- 
deVu.  —  Bililiography  of  JcfTerBon :  Winsor,  jYarratit't  atiU  Cndcal  History,  VII, 
303-J07;  H.  B.  Tompkins,  Bibliotheca  Jeffenoniana  :  Henry  Adams,  Utnted  States, 
I-itI;  Channing  and  Hart,  CuiJt,  §  167,  —  Sec  al>ove,  No.  t86. 

IN   Congress,  Friday  June    7.    1776.      The  delegates  from  Virginia 
moved  in  obedience  to  instructions  from  their  constituents  that  the 
Congress  should  declare  that  these  United  colonies  are  &  of  right  ought 
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to  he  free  iSc  independent  states,  that  they  are  absolved  from  atl  alle- 
gianrc  to  the  linlish  crown,  and  that  all  political  connection  between 
them  iS:  the  state  of  Cireat  Britain  is  &  ought  to  be,  totally  dissolved  ; 
thnt  measures  should  be  immediately  taken  for  procuring  the  assistance 
of  furci^u  powers,  and  a  Confederation  be  formed  to  bind  the  colonies, 
more  i  Kwely  together.  .  .  . 

It  appearing  in  the  course  of  these  debates  that  the  colonies  of^ 
N.  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  St^uth 
Carolina  were  not  yet  matured  for  falling  from  the  parent  stem,  but  that 
they  were  fast  advancing  to  that  stale,  it  was  thought  most  prudent  lo 
wait  a  while  for  them,  and  to  postpone  the  final  decision  to  July  i.  but 
that  this  might  occasion  as  little  delay  as  possible  a  committee  was 
ap[)oinicd  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  independence.  The  commee 
were  J.  Adams,  Dr.  Frankhn,  Roger  Sherman,  Robert  R.  IJvingston  \* 
myself.  Committees  were  also  ap|>ointed  at  the  same  time  to  prejiare 
a  [>l.in  of  confederation  for  the  colonies,  and  to  state  the  terms  proper 
to  be  proposed  for  foreign  alliance.  The  committee  for  drawing  the 
declaration  of  Independence  desired  me  lo  do  it.  It  was  accordingly 
done,  and  being  approved  by  them,  I  reported  it  to  the  house  on  Friday 
the  2Slh  of  June  when  it  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table.  On 
Monday,  the  ist  of  July  the  house  resolved  itself  into  a  commee  of  the 
whole  ^:  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  original  motion  made  by  the 
delegates  of  Virginia,  which  being  again  debated  through  the  day,  was 
carried  in  the  affirmative  by  the  votes  of  N.  Hampshire,  Connecticut, 
Ma.ssachusetts,  Rhutle  Island,  N.  Jersey,  Maryland,  Virginia,  N.  Carolina, 
Ov  (Jeorgia.  S.  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania  voted  against  it.  Delawf 
having  but  two  members  present,  they  were  divided.  The  delegatesl 
for  New  York  declared  they  were  for  it  themselves  &  were  assured  their 
constituents  were  for  it,  but  that  their  instructions  having  been  dr^wn 
near  a  twelvemonth  before,  when  reconciliation  was  still  the  general 
objci  t,  they  vvere  enjoined  by  ihem  to  do  nothing  which  should  impede 
that  object.  They  therefore  thought  themselves  not  justifiable  in  voting 
on  either  side,  and  asked  leave  to  withdraw  from  the  question,  which 
was  given  them.  The  commee  rose  &  reported  their  resolution  lo  the ) 
house.  Mr.  Edward  Rulledge  of  S.  Carolina  then  requested  the  deter 
miuntion  might  be  put  off  to  the  next  day,  as  he  believed  his  colleagues, 
tho"  they  disapproved  of  the  resolution,  would  then  join  in  it  for  the 
Mkc  of  unanimity.  The  ultimate  question  whether  the  house  would 
.igrcc  to  the  resolution  of  the  committee  was  accordingly  post])oned  to 
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the  next  day,  when  it  was  again  moved  and  S.  Carolina  concurred  in 
voting  for  it.  In  the  nreantiine  a  third  member  ha<i  come  post  from 
live  iJelaware  counties  and  turned  the  vole  of  that  colony  in  favour  of 
the  resolution.  Members  of  a  different  sentiment  attending  that  morn- 
ing from  Pennsylvania  also,  their  vote  was  changed,  so  that  the  whole 
12  colonies  who  were  authorized  to  vole  at  all,  gave  their  voices  for  it ; 
and  within  a  few  days,  the  convention  of  N.  York  approved  of  it  and 
thus  su])piied  the  void  occasioned  by  the  withdrawing  of  her  delegates 
from  the  vote. 

Congress  proceeded  the  same  day  to  consider  the  declaration  of 
Independance  which  had  been  reported  &  lain  on  the  table  the  Friday 
preceding^  and  on  Monday  referred  to  a  commee  of  the  whole.  The 
pusillanimous  iclea  that  we  had  friends  in  England  worth  keeping  terqis 
with,  still  haunted  the  minds  of  many.  For  this  reason  those  passages 
which  conveyed  censures  on  the  people  of  England  were  struck  out,  lest 
they  should  give  them  offence.  The  clause  too,  reprobating  the  enslav- 
ing the  inhabitants  of  Africa^  was  struck  out  in  comjtlaisance  to  South 
Carolina  anti.Cjeorgia.  who  had  never  attempted  to  restrain  the  importa- 
tion of  slaves,  and  who  on  the  contrary  still  wished  to  continue  it.  (hK 
northern  brethren  also  I  believe  felt  a  little  tender  under  those  censnres; 
for  tho'  their  people  have  very  few  slaves  themselves  yet  they  had  been 
pretty  considerable  carriers  of  them  to  others.  The  debates  having 
taken  up  the  greater  parts  of  the  2d  3d  &:  4th  days  of  July  were,  in  the 
evening  of  the  last,  closed  the  declaration  was  reported  by  the  commee, 
agreed  to  by  the  house  and  signed  by  every  member  present  except 
Air.  Dickinson,  .  .  .  the  sentiments  of  men  are  known  not  only  by  what 
they  receive,  but  what  they  reject  also.  .  .  . 

Thomas  Jeft'enson,  Writings  (edited  by  Paul  Leicester  Ford,  New  York,  etc., 
1892J,  I,  1^-2^  passim. 


189.    Difficulties  in  Framing  Articles  of  Confedera- 
tion ( 1776) 

REPORTED  UY  DELEGATE  JOHN  ADAMS 

It  was  the  intention  of  Congress  to  frame  .Articles  of  Confcileraiion  at  the  same 
time  as  the  Declaration  of  Inrlepemlence;  but  the  difficutlics  which  are  illustrated  in 
this  j/iece  lielaycd  the  cumplictiun  «>f  the  draft  till  Noveni]>er.  1777;  an<l  the  quarrel 
over  the  Virginia  land  claim  (No.  205  below)  [jrevcuied  ratihcatiuiv  till  March  1,  1781 
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[July  30,  1776.] 


(No.  2og  below).  —  BiUliugraphy :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  //is/cry,  VI, 
274;  I'Vothinghfltn,  Ri  it  of  the  Ntpul>tic,c\i.\\\  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide^  §  142. — 
Compare  earlier  furms  of  fedcratiun,  Contemporariei,  I,  Nus.  129.  tjl,  and  No.  125 
•buve. 

f^HASE.  Moves  that  the  word  "  white," 
^  should  be  inserted  in  the  eleventh  Article. 
The  negroes  are  wealth.  Numbers  are  not  a  certain  rule  of  wealth. 
It  is  the  best  rule  we  can  lay  down.  Negroes  a  species  of  property, 
personal  estate.  If  negroes  are  taken  into  the  computation  of  numbers 
to  ascertain  wealth,  they  ought  to  be,  in  settling  the  representation. 
The  Massachusetts  fisheries,  and  navigation,  ought  to  be  taken  into 
consideration.  The  young  and  old  negroes  are  a  burthen  to  their 
owners.  The  eastern  Colonies  have  a  great  advantage  in  trade.  This 
will  give  them  a  superiority.  We  shall  be  governed  by  our  interests, 
and  ought  to  be.  If  I  am  satisfied  in  the  ru!e  of  levying  and  appro- 
priating money,  I  am  willing  the  small  Colonies  should  have  a  vote. 

Wilson.  If  the  war  continues  two  years,  each  soul  will  have  forty 
dollars  to  pay  of  the  public  debt.  It  will  be  the  greatest  encouragement 
to  continue  slave- keeping,  and  to  increase  it,  thai  can  be,  to  exempt 
them  from  the  numbers  which  are  to  vote  and  pay.  Slaves  are  taxable* 
in  the  Southern  Colonies.  It  will  be  partial  and  unequal.  Some  Colonies 
have  as  many  black  as  white  ;  these  will  not  pay  more  than  half  what 
they  ought.  Slaves  prevent  freemen  from  cultivating  a  country.  It  is 
attended  with  many  inconveniences. 

Lynch.  If  it  is  debated,  whether  their  slaves  arc  their  property,  there 
is  an  end  of  the  confederation.  Our  slaves  being  our  property,  why 
should  they  be  taxed  more  than  the  land,  sheep,  cattle,  horses,  &c.? 

Freemen  cannot  be  got  to  work  in  our  Colonies ;  it  is  not  in  the 
ability  or  inclination  of  freemen  to  do  the  work  that  the  negroes  do. 
Carolina  has  taxed  their  negroes ;  so  have  other  Colonies  their  lands. 

Dr.  Franklin.  Slaves  rather  weaken  than  strengthen  the  State,  and 
there  is  therefore  some  difference  between  them  and  sheep ;  sheep  will 
never  make  any  insurrections. 

Rtttkdge.  I  shall  be  happy  to  get  rid  of  the  idea  of  slavery.  The 
slaves  do  not  signify  property ;  the  old  and  young  cannot  work.  The 
]>roperty  of  some  Colonies  is  to  be  taxed,  in  others,  not.  The  Eastern 
Colonies  will  become  the  carriers  for  the  Southern;  they  will  obtain 
wealth  for  which  they  will  not  be  taxed. 

August  I.  Hooper.  North  Carolina  is  a  striking  exception  to  the 
general  rule  that  was  laid  down  yesterday,  that  the  riches  of  a  country 
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are  in  proportion  lo  the  numbers  of  inhabitants.  A  gentleman  of  three 
or  four  hundred  negroes  don't  raise  more  corn  than  feeds  them. 
A  laborer  can't  be  hired  for  less  than  twenty- four  pounds  a  year  in 
Massachusetts  Bay.  The  net  profit  of  a  negro  is  not  more  than  five  or 
six  pounds  per  annum.  I  wish  to  see  the  day  that  slaves  are  not  neces- 
sary. Whites  and  negroes  cannot  work  together.  Negroes  are  goods 
and  chattels,  are  property.  A  negro  works  under  the  impulse  of  fear, 
has  no  care  of  his  master's  interest. 

Article  17.  Dt\  Franklin  moves  that  votes  should  be  in  proportion 
to  numbers.  Mr.  Muidleton  moves  that  the  vote  should  be  according 
to  what  they  pay. 

Sherman  thinks  we  ought  not  to  vote  according  to  niiml)ers.  We  are 
representatives  of  States,  not  individuals.  States  of  Holland.  The 
consent  of  every  one  is  necessary.  Three  Cobnies  would  govern  the 
whole,  but  would  not  have  a  majority  of  strength  to  carry  those  votes 
into  execution.  The  vote  should  be  taken  two  ways ;  call  the  Colonies, 
and  call  the  individuals,  and  have  a  majority  of  Ivoth. 

Dr.  Rush.  Abb^  Raynal  has  attributed  the  ruin  of  the  United 
Provinces  to  three  causes.  The  principal  one  is,  that  the  consent  of 
every  State  is  necessary  j  the  other,  that  the  members  are  obliged  to 
consult  their  constituents  upon  all  occasions.  We  lose  an  equal  repre- 
sentation ;*we  represent  the  people.  It  will  tend  to  keep  up  colonial 
distinctions.  We  are  now  a  new  nation.  Our  trade,  language,  customs, 
manners,  don't  differ  more  than  they  do  in  Great  IJrilain.  'I  he  more  a 
man  aims  at  sen'ing  America,  the  more  he  serves  his  Colony.  It  will 
promote  fiictions  in  Congress  and  in  the  States;  it  will  prevent  the 
growth  of  freedom  in  America ;  we  shall  be  loth  to  admit  new  Colonies 
into  the  confederation.  If  we  vote  by  numbers,  liberty  will  be  always 
safe.  Massachusetts  is  contiguous  to  tv.'o  small  Colonies,  Rhode  Island 
and  New  Hampshire;  Pennsylvania  is  near  New  Jersey  ^nd  Delaware  ; 
Viuginia  is  between  Maryland  and  North  Carolina.  We  have  been  too 
free  with  the  word  independence  ;  we  are  dependent  on  each  other,  not 
totally  independent  States.  Montesquieu  pronounces  the  confederation 
of  Lycia,  the  best  that  ever  was  made  ;  the  cities  had  different  weights 
in  the  scale.  China  is  not  larger  than  one  of  our  Colonies  ;  how  popu- 
lous !  It  is  said  that  the  small  Colonies  deposit  their  all  ;  this  is  deceiving 
us  with  a  word.  I  would  not  have  it  understood  that  I  am  pleading  the 
cause  of  Penusylvauia  ;  when  I  entered  that  door,  I  considered  myself 
a  citizen  of  America. 
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fjr  H'ttfuttif-'.^n.  KispKMMiaJoa  is  Eii|its;nd  h  tmeqial  ^fiizfit  I 
iatvi?  if-f-j-r  w/**;*  jt.i  »  <./>»uixTr,  bfcfjsut*  ]  T^ait  thrtt  tra^et  as  iiradb  moocr 

F<«^*);v*j;i#,  MaJjlajji'i,  UiStStt  ixr^t  ihao  iiaJf  tht  ytt^pjt. 

<f>/riij>«?'.iy:u%  Nnr  ^V^k,  tiro  Car^/bnafc,  i»c»t  cimccmtd  ai  aJL  The 
«Ji>iif;i*-r«r*.ior5  t.*/'As)i*^k  'A  tijtve  OvioiDJCfc  cra^t  to  ddemiinc.  I  can 
e**iJ>'  (^'rJ  tli^  f^avynirjif  'yf  tht  Wgtr  Colcoitt  :  pleasing  tbtonts  ahrars 
|^y«  *iay  w  l}*<r  jyf frj  ^Jk^r^,  ]/aw4'yni),  aad  intereiJl*  of  mantmd.  Tac 
(i*rrtttam*:  Oy»fc*j*:ritiOfL  Tne  King  of  Fruswa  has  an  eqiiaj  voic. 
'I1im  H*rjv«tk  M/fifc'Jera/jy,  It  can'i  l>e  tx]Axttd  thai  nine  Cokmies  mill 
giv«  %^y  Uj  \m:  %<A'*:niKt\  by  four-  The  ufety  of  the  whole  depends 
n\t<Hi  t««r  iii\invMtju\  of  ColoDie*. 

iJr,  I'rankltn.  I  hear  many  m%tmnns  arguments  to  persoade  us  that 
an  Hu*zi\*yA  r4ri/r<ri»<mu«t)on  \s  a  ven*  good  thing.  If  we  had  been  bom 
%%A  l/frd  iin'!<rr  an  unequal  repreMrntation,  we  might  bear  it;  but  to 
\^%.  o'lt  with  ain  unequal  repreMrnution,  is  unreasonable.  It  is  said  the 
\lff4X  i',nViu\itk  will  itwaliow  up  the  lews.  Scotland  said  the  same  thing 
at  tb<r  union, 

J)r.  lVtthfr%poon  ri'»e«j  to  explain  a  few  circumstances  relating  to 
K<:otbnrl ;  ilut  uas  an  incor(x>rating  union,  not  a  federal ;  the  nobility 
and  ((irtttry  report  to  Knffland. 

In  determining  all  questionH,  each  State  shall  have  a  weight,  in  pro- 
poriion  lo  what  it  rontributes  to  the  public  expenses  of  the  United 
St.itiri.. 

AiiK'i'it  2.  "  Limiting  the  bounds  of  States,  which  by  charter,  &c. 
extciHl  to  the  South  Sea." 

Shftman  thinkn  the  bounds  ought  to  l>c  settled.  A  majority  of  States 
have  no  rlaim  to  the  South  Sea.  Moves  this  amendment  to  be  sub- 
•jtituird  in  plate  of  thin  tlaiise,  and  also  instead  of  the  fifteenth  article ; 
—  "  No  lands  to  be  separated  from  any  State,  which  are  already  settled, 
or  bc<  oin«*  private  property." 

Clui\e  drnirs  that  any  Colony  has  a  right  to  go  to  the  South  Sea. 

lianiuin.  How  <aine  Maryland  by  its  land,  but  by  its  charter?  By 
its  charter,  Virginia  owns  to  the  South  Sea.  (lentlemen  shall  not  pare 
away  the  (!()l4)i)y  of  Virginia.  Rhode  Island  has  more  generosity  than 
to  wish  the  Massa<  huselts  pared  away.  Delaware  does  not  wish  to  pare 
away  rennsylvania. 
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Iluniington.  Admit  there  is  danger  from  Virginia^  does  it  follow  that 
Congress  has  a  right  to  limit  her  bounds?  The  consequence  is,  not  to 
eiHer  into  confederation.  But  as  to  the  question  of  right,  we  all  unite 
against  mutilating  charters.  1  can't  agree  to  the  princijjle.  We  are  a 
spectacle  to  all  Europe.  I  am  not  so  much  alarmed  at  the  danger  from 
Virginia  as  some  are ;  my  fears  are  not  alarmed  ;  they  have  acted  as 
noble  a  part  as  any.  I  doubt  not  the  wisdom  of  Virginia  will  Umit 
themselves.  A  man's  right  does  not  cease  lo  be  a  right,  because  it  is 
large  ;  the  question  of  right  must  be  determined  by  the  principles  of  the 
common  law, 

Sionc,  This  argument  is  taken  up  upon  very  wrong  ground.  It  is 
considered  as  if  we  were  voting  away  the  territory  of  particular  Colonies, 
and  gentlemen  work  themselves  up  into  waruuh  upon  that  supposition. 
Sufipose  Virginia  should.  The  small  Colonies  have  a  right  to  happiness 
and  security  ;  they  would  have  no  safety  if  the  great  Colonies  were  not 
limited.  We  shall  grant  lands,  in  small  quantities,  without  rent  or 
tribute  or  purchase-money.  It  is  said  that  Virginia  is  attacked  on  every 
side.  Is  it  meant  that  Virginia  shall  sell  the  lands  for  their  own  emolu- 
ment ?  All  the  Colonies  have  defended  these  lands  against  the  King 
of  Britain,  and  at  the  expense  of  all  Does  Virginia  intend  to  establish 
quit  rents?  I  tlon't  mean  that  the  United  States  shall  sell  them,  to  get 
money  by  them. 

Jefferson,  I  protest  against  the  right  of  Congress  to  decide  upon  the 
right  of  \'irginia.  Virginia  has  released  all  claims  to  the  land  settled  by 
Maryland,  &c. 

John  Adams^  Works  (edited  by  CharJes  Francis  Adams,  Boston^  1850),  11, 
496-502 . 


190,    FalHng-oflF  of  the  Character  of  Congress 

BY   COLONEL    ALEXANDER    HAMILTON 

For  Hamilton,  tee  above,  No.  173. —  Bibliography  of  Congress:  Curtis,  HiUory 
pf  the  Constitution,  I,  125-131;   Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §§  136,  I42. 

I  ERE  is  a  matter,  which  often  obtrudes 
itself  upon  my  mind,  and  which  requires 
the  attention  of  every  person  of  sense  and  influence  among  us;  1  meaa 
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a  degeneracy  of  representation  in  the  great  council  of  America.  It  is  a 
melancholy  truth.  Sir,  the  effects  of  which  we  daily  see  and  feel,  thjc 
there  is  not  so  much  wisdom  in  a  certain  bo<ly  a^s  there  ought  lo  be, 
and  as  the  success  of  our  affairs  absolutely  demands.  Many  nieinbers 
of  It  are  no  doubt  men,  in  ever>'  respect,  fit  for  the  trust ;  but  this  can- 
not be  said  of  it  as  a  body.  Folly,  caprice,  a  want  of  foresight,  coro- 
prehetision,  and  dignity,  characterize  the  general  tenor  of  their  actions. 
Of  this,  I  dare  say,  you  are  sensible,  though  you  have  not  perhaps  so 
many  opportunities  of  knowing  it  as  I  have.  Tlieir  conduct,  with  respect 
to  the  army  especially,  is  feeble,  indecisive,  and  improvident ;  insomuch 
that  we  are  reduced  to  a  more  terrible  situation  than  you  can  concei\ne. 
Fabe  and  contracted  views  of  economy  have  prevented  them,  though 
repeatedly  urged  to  it,  from  making  that  provision  for  officers,  which 
was  requisite  to  interest  them  in  the  service.  This  has  produced  such 
carelessness  and  indifference  to  the  service,  as  is  subversive  of  every 
officer-like  quality  They  have  disgusted  the  army  by  repeated  in- 
stances of  the  most  whimsical  favoritism  in  their  promotions  ;  and  by 
an  absurd  prodigality  of  rank  to  foreigners,  and  to  the  meanest  staff  of 
the  army.  They  have  not  been  able  to  summon  resolution  enough  to 
withstand  the  impudent  importunity  and  vain  boasting  of  foreign  pre- 
tender* ;  but  have  manifested  such  a  ductility  and  inconstancy  in  their 
proceedings,  as  will  warrant  the  charge  of  suffering  themselves  to  be 
buUied  by  every  petty  adventurer,  who  comes  armed  with  ostentatious 
pretensions  of  military  merit  and  exp)erience.  Would  you  believe  it, 
Sir?  it  is  l>ecome  almost  proverbial  in  the  mouths  of  the  French  officers 
and  other  foreigners,  that  they  have  nothing  more  to  do,  to  obtain  what- 
ever they  please,  than  to  assume  a  high  tone,  and  assert  their  own  merit 
with  confidence  and  perseverance.  These  things  wound  my  feelings  as 
a  republican  more  than  I  can  express,  and  in  some  degree  make  me 
contemptible  in  my  own  eyes. 

America  once  had  a  representation,  that  would  do  honor  to  any  age 
or  nation.  The  present  falling  off  is  very  alarming  and  dangerous. 
What  is  the  cause?  and  How  is  it  to  be  remedied?  are  questions  that 
the  welfare  of  these  Slates  requires  should  be  well  attended  to.  The 
great  men,  who  composed  our  first  council,  —  ate  they  dead,  have  ihcy 
deserted  the  cause,  or  what  has  become  of  them  ?  Very  few  are  dead, 
and  still  fewer  have  deserted  the  cause  :  they  are  all,  except  the  few 
who  still  remain  in  Congress,  cither  in  the  field  or  in  the  ci>-il  offices  of 
their  respective  States  ;  far  the  greater  jxirt  are  engaged  in  the  latte-r. 


I 
I 

I 


No.  190] 


Degeneracy  of  Congress 


545 


The  only  remedy  then  is  to  take  them  out  of  these  employments,  and 
return  them  to  the  place  where  their  presence  is  infinitely  more  important. 

Each  State,  in  order  to  promote  its  own  internal  government  and 
prosperity,  has  selected  its  best  members  to  fill  the  offices  within  itself, 
and  conduct  its  own  affairs.  Men  have  been  fonder  oi  the  emoluments  and 
conveniences  of  being  employed  at  home  ;  and  local  attachment,  falsely 
operating,  has  made  ihem  more  provident  for  the  particular  interests 
of  the  States  to  which  they  belonged,  than  for  the  common  interests  of 
the  confederacy.  This  is  a  most  pernicious  mistake,  and  must  be  cor- 
rected. However  important  it  is  to  give  form  and  efficiency  to  your 
interior  constitutions  and  police  ;  it  is  infinitely  more  important  to  have 
a  wise  general  council ;  otherwise  a  failure  of  the  measures  of  the  Union 
will  overturn  all  your  labors  for  the  advancement  of  your  particular  good, 
and  ruin  the  common  cause.  You  should  not  beggar  the  councils  of 
the  United  States  to  enrich  the  administration  of  the  several  members. 
Realize  to  yourself  the  consequences  of  having  a  Congress  despised  at 
home  and  abroad.  How  can  the  common  force  be  exerted,  if  the  power 
of  collecting  it  be  put  in  weak,  fi^olish,  and  unsteady  hands?  How  can 
we  hope  for  success  in  our  European  negotiations,  if  the  nations  of 
Europe  have  no  confidence  in  the  wisdom  and  vigor  of  the  great  Con- 
tinental government?  This  is  the  object  on  which  their  eyes  are  fixed; 
hence  it  is,  America  will  derive  its  importance  or  insignificance  in  their 
estimation. 

You  and  I  had  some  conversation,  when  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
you  last,  with  respect  to  the  existence  of  a  certain  faction.  Since  I  saw 
you,  I  have  discovered  such  convincing  traits  of  the  monster,  that  I 
cannot  doubt  its  reality  in  the  most  extensive  sense.  1  dare  say  you 
have  seen  and  heard  enough  to  settle  the  matter  in  your  own  mind.  I 
believe  it  unmasked  its  batteries  too  soon,  and  begins  to  hide  its  head  ; 
but,  as  T  imagine  it  will  only  change  the  storm  to  a  sap,  all  the  true  and 
sensible  friends  to  their  country,  and  of  course  to  a  certain  great  man, 
ought  to  be  upon  the  watch,  to  counterplot  the  secret  machinations  of 
his  enemies. 

George  Washingfton,  IVrithtgs  (edited  by  Jared  Sparks,  Boston,  1834),  V, 
Appendix,  508-509. 


CHAPTER   XXXI— FIRST   STAGE   OF   THE 
WAR,   i775-»778 

191.    Conflicting  Accounts  of  Lexington  and 
Concord  (iJJS) 

FROM  THE  SALEM  GAZETTE  AND  THE  LONDON  GAZETTE 

These  two  simuUancous  accounts  show  the  difficulty  of  e8tabliishin)»  historical  truth 
even  by  contemporaneous  evidence.  This  battle  was  the  turning-puint  between  the 
period  of  protest*  an(i  the  period  of  resistance.  —  Bibliography:  Winsor,  Narrative 
and  Critical  History,  VI.  174-JS4,  arjd  Mtmoriat  Hiitory  of  Boston,  III,  67-103; 
Channing  and  Hart.  Guidf,  §  136.  —  For  earlier  colonial  wars,  sec  Contemporariet^ 
l,/>itssi»i,  and  chs.  xviii,  xix  above. 

A.    THE   AMERICAN  STATEMENT 

Salem,  April  25,  1775. 

LAST  IVetifif Si/ay  the  19th  of  .4pni,  the  Troops  of  His  Bri  tan  nick 
Majesty  commenceti  hostililie.s  upon  the  people  of  this  Province, 
attended  with  circum^vtances  of  cruelty,  not  less  brutal  than  what  our 
venerable  ancestors  received  from  the  vilest  Savages  of  the  wilderness. 
The  particulars  relative  to  this  interesting  event,  by  which  we  are  involved 
in  all  ihe  horrours  of  a  civil  war,  we  have  endeavoured  to  collect  as  well 
as  the  present  confused  state  of  affairs  will  admit. 

On  Tttesday  evening  a  detachment  from  the  Army,  consisting,  it  is 
said,  of  eight  or  nine  hundred  men,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Smith,  embarked  at  the  bottom  of  the  .Common  in  Boston,  on  board  a 
number  of  boats,  and  landed  at  Phipps's  fami,  a  little  way  up  Charles 
River,  from  whence  they  proceeded  with  silence  and  expedition  on  their 
way  to  Concord,  about  eighteen  miles  from  Boston.  The  people  were 
soon  alarmed,  and  began  to  asseml>le  in  several  Towns,  before  daylight, 
in  order  to  watch  the  motion  of  the  Troops.  At  Lexington,  six  miles 
below  Con  ford,  a  company  of  Militia,  of  about  one  hundred  men,  mus- 
tered near  the  Meeting- House  :  the  Troops  came  in  sight  of  them  just 
before  sunrise  ;  and  nrnning  within  a  few  rods  of  them,  the  Command- 
ing Officer  accosted  the  Militia  in  words  to  this  effect :  **  Disperse,  you 
rebels  —  damn  you,  throw  down  your  arms  and  disperse  ;"  upon  which 
the  Troops  huzzaed,  and  immediately  one  or  two  officers  discharged 
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their  pistols,  which  were  instaotaneously  followed  by  the  firi»»g  of  four  or 
five  of  the  soldiers,  and  then  there  seemed  to  he  a  general  discharge 
from  the  whole  bo<iy  .  eight  of  our  men  were  killecl,  and  nine  wounded. 
In  a  few  minutes  after  this  action  the  enemy  renewed  their  march  for 
Conconf:  at  which  place  they  destroyed  several  Carriages,  Carriage 
Wheels,  and  about  twenty  Ix^rrels  of  Flour,  alt  belonging  to  the  Prov- 
ince. Here  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  going  towards  a  bridge, 
of  which  the  enemy  were  in  possession,  the  latter  fired  and  killetl  two  of 
our  men,  who  then  returned  the  fire,  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat 
back  to  Lrxing/ou,  where  they  met  Lord  Pr/n\  with  a  large  reinforce- 
ment, with  two  pieces  of  cannon.  The  eneu^y  now  having  a  body  of 
about  eighteen  hundred  men,  made  a  hall,  picked  up  many  of  their 
dead,  and  took  care  of  their  wounded.  At  MrnoftmY,  a  few  of  our  men 
attacked  a  party  of  twelve  of  the  enemy,  (carrying  stores  and  piovisions 
to  the  Troops.)  kilkd  one  of  them,  wounded  several,  made  the  rest 
prisoners,  and  look  possession  of  all  their  anus,  stores,  provisions,  d^'c, 
without  any  loss  on  our  side.  The  enemy  having  haltc<l  one  or  two 
hours  at  Lexington,  found  it  necessary  to  make  a  second  retreat,  carry- 
ing with  them  many  of  their  dead  and  wounded,  who  they  put  into 
chaises  and  on  horses  that  they  found  standing  in  the  road.  They  con- 
tinued their  retreat  from  Lfxin^fon  to  ChatUslo'on  with  great  pre*  ipita- 
tion  ;  and  notvvithstainling  their  ifield- pieces,  our  peoi»lf  conlintk-d  the 
pursuit,  firing  at  ihem  till  they  got  to  Charleshm'n  Ntck,  (which  they 
reached  a  little  after  sunset,)  over  which  the  enemy  passed,  proceeded 
up  Bunkrr's  Hill,  and  soon  afterwards  went  into  the  Town,  under  the 
protection  of  the  Somerset  Man-of-\Var  of  stxiy-four  guns. 

In  Lexingfon  the  enemy  set  fire  to  Xy^iwou  Joseph  Lorin^s  house  and 
barn,  Mrs.  MuiUkin's  house  and  shojj,  and  Hx.  Jos/iua  Bond's  howst 
and  shop,  which  were  all  consumed,  'i'hey  also  set  fire  to  several  other 
houses,  but  our  people  extinguished  the  flames.  They  jnllagcd  almost 
every  "house  they  passed  by,  breaking  and  destroying  doors,  windows, 
glasses,  &c.,  and  carrying  off  clothing  and  other  valuable  effects.  It 
appeared  to  be  their  design  to  burn  and  rlcstroy  all  before  them  ;  and 
nothing  but  our  vigorous  pursuit  prevented  their  inlerna!  purposes  from 
being  put  in  execution.  Hut  the  savage  barbarity  exercised  mpoii  the 
bodies  of  our  unfortunate  brethren  who  fell,  is  almost  incredible  :  not 
contented  with  shooting  down  the  unarmed,  aged,  and  infirm,  they  dis- 
regarded the  cries  of  the  wounded,  killing  them  without  mercy,  and 
mangling  their  bodies  in  the  most  shocking  manner. 
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Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  finding,  after  he  had  advanced  some  miles 
on  his  march,  that  the  cuuntry  had  been  alarmed  by  the  firing  of  guns 
and  ruining  of  bells,  despatched  six  Companies  of  Light- Infantry,  in 
order  to  secure  two  bridges  on  different  roads  beyond  CoHatrJ^  who, 
upon  their  arrival  at  Lexington,  found  a  body  of  the  country  people 
under  arms,  on  a  green  close  to  the  road  ;  and  upon  the  King's  Troops 
marching  up  to  them,  in  order  to  inquire  the  reason  of  their  being  so 
assembled,  they  went  olTin  great  confusion,  and  several  guns  were  fired 
upon  the  King's  Troops  from  behind  a  stone  wall,  and  also  from  the 
meeting-house  and  other  houses,  by  which  one  man  was  woundetl,  and 
Major  Pifcairn's  horse  shot  in  two  [>laces.  In  consequence  of  this 
attack  by  the  rebels,  the  troops  returned  the  fire  and  killed  several  of 
them.  After  which  the  detachment  marched  on  to  Concord  without 
any  thing  further  happening,  where  they  elTected  the  purpose  for  which 
they  were  sent,  having  knocked  off  the  Inmnions  of  three  pieces  of 
iron  ordnance,  burnt  some  new  gun  carriages  and  a  great  number  of  car- 
riage-wheels, and  thrown  into  tlie  river  a  considerable  quantity  of  flour, 
gunpowder,  musket-balls,  and  other  articles.  Whilst  this  service  was  per- 
furming,  great  numbers  of  the  rebels  assembled  in  many  parts,  and  a  con- 
siderable body  of  them  attacked  the  Light- Infantry,  posted  at  one  of  the 
bridges,  on  which  an  action  ensued,  and  some  few  were  killed  and  wounded. 

On  the  return  of  the  Troops  from  Concord^  they  were  very  much 
annoyed,  and  had  several  men  killed  and  wounded  by  the  rebels  firing 
fi-om  behind  walls,  ditches,  trees,  and  other  ambushes ;  but  the  brigade, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Percy,  having  joined  them  at  Lr.xiiig/on 
with  two  pieces  of  cannon,  the  rebels  were  for  a  while  dispersed  ;  but 
as  soon  as  the  troops  resumed  their  march,  they  began  to  fiic  upon 
them  from  behind  stone  walls  and  houses,  and  kept  up  in  that  manner 
a  scattering  fire  during  the  whole  of  their  march  of  fifteen  miles,  by 
which  means  several  were  killed  and  wounded  ;  an<l  such  was  the  cru- 
elty and  barbarity  of  the  reliels,  that  they  scalped  and  cut  off  the  ears 
of  some  of  the  wounded  men  who  fell  into  their  hands. 

It  is  not  known  what  numbers  of  the  rebels  were  killed  and  wounded, 
but  it  is  supposed  that  their  loss  was  considerable. 

General  Gage  says  that  too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  Lord 
/V/vv  for  his  remarkable  activity  during  the  whole  day  ;  and  that  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Smith  and  Major  Fttcairn  did  every  thing  that  men  could 
do,  as  did  all  the  officers  in  general,  and  that  the  men  behaved  with 
their  usual  intrepidity. 
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Return  of  the  Commission,  Non-commission   Officers,  and  Rank  and 
File,  killed,  wounded,  prisonet's,  and  missing,  on  tfie  \^th  of  April, 

1775-  •  •  • 

Total  :  One  Lieutenant-Colonel  killed  ;  two  Lieutenant-Colonels 
wounded ;  two  Captains  wounded ;  nine  Lieutenants  wounded  ;  one 
Lieutenant  missing ;  two  Ensigns  wounded ;  one  Sergeant  killed,  four 
wounded,  two  missing ;  one  Drummer  killed,  one  wounded ;  sixty-two 
rank  and  file  killed,  one  hundred  and*  fifty-seven  wounded,  and  twenty- 
four  missing. 

N.  B.  Lieutenant  Isaac  Potter  reported  to  be  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner. 

Salem  Gazette,  April  25,  1775  ?  reprinted  in  Peter  Force,  American  Archives, 

Fourth  Series  (Washington,  1839),  II,  y)i-y)-^  passim. 
Official  bulletin,  London  Gazette,  June  10,  1775;   reprinted  Ibid.,  945-946 

passim. 

192.    A  Woman  at  the  Front  {i77S'^77^) 

BY    MRS.    ABIGAIL    ADAMS 

Mrs.  Adams  was  one  of  the  most  famous  women  of  the  Revolutionary  time. 
These  letters,  directetl  to  her  husband,  John  Adams,  then  in  Congress,  illustrate  one 
of  the  most  valuable  kinds  of  sources,  private  letters  written  by  well-informed  per- 
sons but  nt)t  intended  for  publication. —  Bibliography  of  Mrs.  Adams:  Memoir,  in 
Letters  of  Mrs.  Adams.  —  Bibliography  of  the  siege  and  capture  of  Boston  :  W'ins<.>r, 
Narrative  ami  Critical  History,  VI,  152-158,  and  Memorial  History  of  Boston.,  Ill, 
67-1  iS;   Frothingham,  Sie^e  of  Boston;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  136. 

•  Sunday,  18  June,  1775.  •  •  • 

THE  day,  —  perhaps,  the  decisive  day, —  is  come,  on  which  the  fate 
of  America  depends.  My  bursting  heart  must  find  vent  at  my 
pen.  I  have  just  heard,  that  our  dear  friend.  Dr.  Warren,  is  no  more, 
but  fell  gloriously  fighting  for  his  country  ;  saying,  better  to  die  honora- 
bly in  the  field,  than  ignominiously  hang  upon  the  gallows.  Great  is  our 
loss.  He  has  distinguished  himself  in  every  engagement,  by  his  courage 
and  fortitude,  by  animating  the  soldiers,  and  leading  them  on  by  his  own 
example.  A  particular  account  of  these  dreadful,  but  I  hope  glorious 
days  will  be  transmitted  you,  no  doubt,  in  the  exactest  manner. 

"  The  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong ;  but  the 
God  of  Israel  is  he,  that  giveth  strength  and  power  unto  his  people. 
Trust  in  him  at  all  times,  ye  people,  pour  out  your  hearts  before  him ; 
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God  is  a  refuge  for  us."  Charlestowii  is  laid  in  ashes.  The  battle 
began  upon  our  intrench meiits  upon  Bunker's  Hill,  Saturday  mornitig 
about  three  o'clock,  and  has  not  ceased  yet,  and  it  is  now  ihree  o'clock 
Sabbath  afternoon. 

It  is  expected  they  will  come  out  over  the  Neck  to-night,  ami  a  dreadful 
battle  must  ensue,  .■\lmighty  God,  cover  the  heads  of  our  countrymen, 
and  be  a  shield  to  our  dear  friends  !  How  many  have  fallen,  we  know 
not.  The  constant  roar  of  the  cannon  is  so  distressing,  that  we  cannot 
eat,  drink,  or  sleep.  May  we  be  supported  and  sustained  in  the  dread- 
ful conflict,  1  shall  tarry  here  till  it  is  thought  unsafe  by  my  friends,  and 
then  1  have  secured  myself  a  retreat  at  your  brother's,  who  has  kindly 
offered  me  part  of  his  house.  1  cannot  compose  myself  to  write  any 
further  at  present.     1  will  add  more  as  I  hear  further.  .  .  . 

•  •  •  16  July,  1775.  .  .  , 

The  appointment  of  the  generals  Washington  and  Lee  gives  universal 
satisfaction.  The  people  have  the  highest  opinion  of  Lee's  abilities, 
but  you  know  the  continiiiation  of  the  popular  breath  depends  much 
upon  favorable  events.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  both  the  generals 
and  their  aids-de-camp  soon  after  their  arrival,  and  of  being  personally 
made  known  to  them.  They  very  politely  express  their  regard  for 
you.  .  .  . 

I  was  struck  with  General  Washington.  You  had  prepared  me  to 
entertain  a  favorable  opinion  of  him,  but  I  thought  the  half  was  not  told 
me.  Dignity  with  ease  and  complacency,  the  gendeman  and  soldier, 
look  agreeably  blended  in  him.  Modesty  marks  every  line  and  feature 
of  his  face.  ...  ' 

...  As  to  intelligence  from  Boston,  it  is  but  very  seldom  we  are  able 
to  collect  any  thing  that  may  be  relied  on  ;  and  to  report  the  vague, 
flying  rumors,  would  be  endless.  1  heard  yesterday,  by  one  Mr.  Roul- 
stone,  a  goldsmith,  who  got  out  in  a  fishing  schooner,  that  their  distress 
increased  upon  them  fast.  Their  beef  is  all  spent ;  their  malt  and  cider 
all  gone.  All  the  fresh  provisions  they  can  procure,  they  are  obligerl  to 
give  to  the  sick  and  vvcnmdcd.  Thirteen  of  our  men  who  were  in  jail, 
and  were  wounded  at  the  battle  of  t.'harlestown,  were  dead.  No  man 
dared  now  to  be  seen  talking  to  his  friend  in  the  street.  They  were 
obliged  to  be  within,  every  evening,  at  ten  o'clock,  according  to  martial 
law  ;  nor  could  any  inhabitant  walk  any  street  in  town  after  ihat  lime, 
without  a  pass  from  Gage.     He  has  ordered  all  the  molasses  to  be  dis- 
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'.ll^  10  rtr.%  -^m  v.r  "ii**  vJtiitKn :  "akd  Kn7  ill  jit—ises.  mii  jt'^^o. 
/-/IT  -^v^*  \rM.T.x\gr  -,-  4  r.rfcrir*  -j'  taa  sounii.  x  in?  mn  5  =.:ui 
»-:rlv,nr  tt'ctt.  •*r-'.»m  irvu  -ij*  ^n«aL  ,  .  - 

fr*  .Ku*rr  'is  '■^•rrAiriiv  vwr,  ^jr*srrj:k.*rL  w  sr.i-iftiC  aier.c  zsacrilT  s. 

war  »*^**  »^  v^.\  T^A  '->5  i.vjt  i'-.  pnT'-r^xse  1:17  jctaiut  ic  ±e:  cztt.  I 
^^•♦ir^  7^/-,  •v..*':  >*r  f5*«.  ;f**,  ntut  -vci*  po;rji  A  ytr.'j^.  iztt  zmn  rirl*  ci 

Ufft^  ;  r^/*  '/T,«^  pr;ft  t/f  :^.  prir^hAvtd  fc-^r  >//*  or  n>jc«T.  I  wisi;  T'ja 
'/r:\t\  *f/r.'f.f  ft,*:  x  tr,0'yfi:A  ':,y  ar.y  ir.t^d  ff3iver»:n^  this  w^t.  Ir  is 
yrrv  j/r'//'/)c.r.j(  ^o  Ya-^*:  \r,f;n  a  itl^r.ty  10  ntar  ua,  b-i:,  Tanul:a-Iike,  not 
't0*'  j»>/k  f//  v/i/.r,-  J  ^i-K-ziM  havt  ijiteTi  ;riarf  to  have  U:»i  in  2  saiali  stock 
'/^  iriT  W'vt  U,fiiX  ;ir?j^l^'i,  Vit  I  cannot  get  one  copper;  no  person 
f*.ir#k*  '>f  I'^yifiC  *r»y  thing,  and  I  do  not  ch<xr»e  to  nn  in  debc 

VVr  U-tv*-  r.ot  yrt  t/ten  much  distrts^ved- for  griin.  Even-  thing  at 
l/f'^Tnt  I'^/k*  f/i'y>rning.  <^-»  that  peace  would  once  more  extend  her 
oliv;  hrnTif.h   .... 

...  12  November,  1775- 

'Hif!  'mtf'\\tv,*'Ufj:  yffii  will  receive  Jjcfore  this  reaches  you,  will,  I  should 
think,  initk"  ;i  f;)>'iin  i>;«th,  th'j«gh  a  dangerous  one,  for  you.  I  could 
ri/;t  join  f/»  tUy,  in  the  i^;tition»  of  our  worthy  pastor,  for  a  reconcilia- 
lion  \tftwr'ti  OUT  no  longer  i<arcnt  state,  but  tyrant  state,  and  these  colo- 
nies. \/t  in  Hep.iMte  ;  they  arc  unworthy  to  be  our  brethren.  Let  us 
rrfioMii"'  th*'fn  ;  and,  instead  of  supplications  as  formerly,  for  their 
proHp'Tity  :itid  ha|)pincHH,  let  us  beseech  the  Almighty  to  blast  their 
n$mwU,  iiiid  bring  to  nought  all  their  devices.  .  .  . 

Saturday  Evening,  2  March,  1776.  .  .  . 

...  I  hrartily  winh  every  Tory  was  extirpated  from  America;  they 
arr  (Ofiliiiii.illy,  by  h«-<  ret  means,  undermining  and  injuring  our  cause. 

I  (iin  I  harmrd  with  th«'  Hcntiincnts  of  "Common  Sense,"  and  wonder 
liow  nn  h«»neHt  heart,  one  who  wishes  the  welfare  of  his  country  and  the 
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happiness  of  posterity,  can  hesitate  one  moment  at  adopting  them.  I 
want  to  know  how  these  sentiments  are  received  in  Congress.  I  dare 
say  there  would  be  no  difticulty  in  procuring  a  vote  and  instnictions 
from  all  the  Assemblies  in  New  England  for  Independency.  1  most 
sincerely  wish,  that  now,  in  ihe  lucky  moment,  it  might  be  done. 

1  have  been  kept  in  a  continual  state  of  anxiety  and  expectation,  ever 
since  you  left  me.  It  has  been  said  *' to-morrow "  and  "to-morrow" 
for  this  month,  but  when  the  dreadful  to-morrow  will  be,  I  know  not. 
Bui  hark  !  The  house  this  instant  shakes  widi  the  roar  of  cannon.  I 
have  been  to  the  door  and  find  it  is  a  cannonade  from  our  army. 
Orders,  I  find,  are  come  for  all  the  remaining  militia  to  repair  to  the 
lines  Monday  night  by  twelve  o'clock.  No  sleep  for  me  to-night.  And 
if  I  cannot,  who  have  no  guilt  upon  my  soul  with  regard  to  this  cause, 
how  shall  the  miserable  wretches,  who  have  been  the  procurers  of  this 
dreadful  scene,  and  those  who  are  to  be  the  actors,  lie  down  with  the 
load  of  guilt  upon  their  souls? 

S\mday  Evening,  3  March. 

I  went  to  bed  after  twelve,  but  got  no  rest :  the  cannon  continued 
firing,  and  ray  heart  beat  pace  with  them  all  night.  We  have  had  a 
pretty  quiet  day,  but  what  to-morrow  will  bring  forth,  God  only  knows» 


Monday  Evening. 

Tolerably  quiet.  To-day  the  militia  have  all  mustered,  with  three 
days'  provision,  and  are  all  marched  by- three  o'clock  this  afternoon, 
though  their  notice  was  no  longer  ago  than  eight  o'clock,  Saturday. 
And  now  we  have  scarcely  a  man,  but  our  regular  guards,  either  in 
Weymouth,  Hingham,  Braintree,  or  Milton,  and  the  militia  from  the 
more  remote  towns  are  called  in  as  seacoast  guards.  Can  you  form  to 
yourself  an  idea  of  our  sensations? 

I  have  just  returned  from  Penn's  Hill,  where  I  have  been  silting  to  - 
hear  the  amazing  roar  of  cannon,  and  from  whence  I  could  see  every ' 
shell  which  was  thrown.     The  sound.  I  think,  is  one  of  the  grandest  in 
nature,  and  is  of  the  true  species  of  the  subUme.     ' Tis  now  an  incessant 
roar ;   but  O !   the  fatal  ideas,  which  are  connected  with  the  sound  1 
How  many  of  our  dear  countrymen  must  fall ! 

Tuesday  Morning. 

1  went  to  bed  about  twelve,  and  rose  again  a  little  after  one,  I  could 
no  more  sleep,  thnn  if  I  had  been  in  the  engagement ;  the  rattling  of 
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the  windows,  the  jar  of  the  house,  the  continual  roar  of  twenty-four 
pounders,  and  the  bursting  of  shells,  give  lis  such  ideas,  and  realize  a 
scene  to  us  of  which  we  could  form  scarcely  any  conception.  About 
six,  this  morning,  there  was  quiet.  I  rejoiced  in  a  few  hours'  calm.  I 
hear  we  got  possession  of  Dorchester  hill  last  night ;  four  thousand  men 
upon  it  to-day ;  lost  but  one  man.  The  ships  are  all  drawn  round  the 
town.  •  To-night  we  shall  realize  a  more  terrible  scene  still.  I  some- 
times think  I  cannot  stand  it.  I  wish  myself  with  you,  out  of  hearing, 
as  I  cannot  assist  them.  I  hope  to  give  you  joy  of  Boston,  even  if  it  is 
in  ruins,  before  I  send  this  away.  I  am  too  much  agitated  to  write  as  I 
ought,  and  languid  for  want  of  rest. 

Charles  Francis  Adams,  editor,  Letters  of  Mrs.  Adams   (Boston,  1840), 
I,  39-90  passim. 


193.    Abandonment  of  New  York  (1776) 

BY    GENERAL    GEORGE    CLINTON 

Clinton  was  a  New  York  man,  later  vice-president  of  the  United  States.  —  Bibli- 
ography of  the  Long  Island  and  New  York  campaign :  Winsor,  Narrative  and 
Critical  History,  VI,  315-317;  James  Grant  Wilson,  Memorial  History  of  New 
York,  II,  515-517;   Chauning  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  138. 

King's  Bridge,  September  18,  1776.  .  .  . 

ABOUT  the  middle  of  last  week-it  was  determined,  for  many  reasons, 
to  evacuate  the  City  of  New- York;  and  accordingly,  orders  were 
given  for  removing  the  ordnance,  military,  and  other  stores  from  thence, 
which,  by  Sunday  morning  was  nearly  effected.  On  Saturday^  four  of 
the  enemy's  large  ships  passed  by  the  city  up  the  North  River,  and 
anchored  near  Grenage,  and  about  as  many  up  the  East  River,  which 
anchored  in  Turtle  Bay;  and  from  the  movements  of  the  enemy  on 
Lon<^- Island  and  the  small  Islands  in  the  East  River,  we  had  great 
reason  to  ap])rchend  they  intended  to  make  a  landing,  and  attack  our 
lines  somewhere  near  the  city.  Our  army  for  some  days  had  been 
moving  upwards  this  way,  and  encamping  on  the  heights,  southwest  of 
Colonel  Morris's,  where  we  intended  to  form  lines,  and  make  our  grand 
stand.  On  Sunday  morning  the  enemy  landed  a  very  considerable  body 
of  troops,  principally  consisting  of  their  Light  Infantry  and  Grenadiers, 
near  Turtle  Bay,  under  cover  of  a  very  heavy  cannonade  from  their 
shipping.    Our  lines  were  but  thinly  manned,  as  they  were  then  intended 
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only  to  secure  a  retreat  to  the  rear  of  our  anny,  and  unfortunately  by 
such  troops  as  were  so  Httle  disposed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  grape-shot 
that  the  main  body  of  them  almost  instantly  retreated,  nay,  fled,  vvilhout 
a  possibility  of  rallying  them,  though  General  IVas/iifigton  himself,  (who 
rid  to  the  spot  on  hearing  the  cannonade)  with  some  other  General 
Officers,  exerted  themselves  to  effect  it. 

The  enemy,  on  landing,  immediately  funned  a  line  across  the  Island. 
Most  of  our  people  were  luckily  north  of  it,  and  joined  the  army.  The 
few  that  were  in  the  city  crossed  the  river,  chiefly  to  Fauius-Nook,  so 
that  our  loss  in  men,  artillery,  or  stores,  is  very  inconsiderable ;  1  don't 
believe  it  exceeds  one  hundred  men,  and  I  fancy  most  of  them,  from 
their  conduct,  staid  out  of  choice.  Before  evening,  the  enemy  landed 
the  main  body  of  their  army,  took  possession  of  the  city,  ami  marched 
up  the  Island,  and  encamped  on  the  heights  extending  from  McGowit's 
and  the  Black-Harse  to  the  North  Rivfr. 

On  Monday  morning,  about  ten  o'clock,  a  party  of  the  enemy,  con- 
sisting of  Hi)ihlantiers,  Jhssians^  the  Light  Infantry,  Grenadiers,  and 
English  troo]>s,  (numl>er  uncertain,)  attacked  our  advanced  party,  com- 
manded by  Colonel  Ktunvlton,  at  Martji  Davit's  Fly.  They  were  op- 
posed with  spirit,  and  soon  made  to  retreat  to  a  clear  field,  southwest  of 
that  about  two  hundred  paces,  where  they  lodged  themselves  behind  a 
fence  covered  with  bushes.  Our  people  attacked  them  in  front,  and 
caused  them  to  retreat  a  second  time,  leaving  five  dead  on  the  spot. 
We  pursued  them  to  a  buckwheat  field  on  the  lop  of  a  high  hill,  distant 
about  four  hundred  paces,  where  they  received  a  considerable  reinforce- 
ment, with  several  field-pieces,  and  there  made  a  stand.  A  very  brisk 
action  ensued  at  this  place,  which  continued  about  two  hours.  Our 
people  at  length  worsted  them  a  third  time,  caused  them  lo  fall  back 
into  an  orchard,  from  tlience  across  a  hollow,  and  up  another  hill  not 
far  distant  from  their  own  lines.  A  large  column  of  the  enemy's  army 
being  at  this  time  discovered  to  be  in  motion,  and  the  ground  we  then 
occupied  being  rather  disadvantageous,  a  retreat  likewise,  without  bring- 
ing on  a  general  action,  (which  we  did  not  think  prudent  to  risk,^  rather 
insecure,  our  parly  was  therefore  ordered  in,  and  the  enemy  was  well 
contented  to  hold  the  last  ground  we  drove  them  to. 

We  lost,  on  this  occasion.  Colonel  Kntnoifon,  a  brave  officer,  and 
sixteen  privates,  killed.  Major  Lfitch,  from  Virj^itua^  and  al)out  eight 
or  ten  subaltern  officers  and  privates  wounded.  The  loss  of  the  enemy 
is  uncertain.     They  carried  their  dead  and  wounded  off,  in  and  soon 
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a(V«r  the  actkm ;  bat  we  have  good  evidence  of  their  having  apwanb 

bUed,  and  vioieal  ptcsmpdoo  of  ooe  hundred.    The  actioo, 

whole,  iaafied  about  finr  Ihmbv 

I  cocaidcr  oar  skcsbM  tins  snail  aftir,  at  this  time,  almost  equal  to 

a  vicloffy.   Il  has  aoniMicd  oar  mopsc  ^sne  them  new  spirits,  and  erased 

every  bod  ttapceafiioa  the  jeueac  ftooi  L^mg-hUnd,  &c^  had  left  on  their 

They  find  they  ate  abk»  with  mlerioar  msaibca,  to  drive  their 

ny,  aod  thiok  of  ooihsag  bow  but  coaqKiL 

Since  the  above  aSxir,  Dodna^  oMfienal  has  happened.     The  enei; 

»  close  to  their  lines.     Our  advance  parties  contiDae  at  their  fo 

We  are  daily  throwing  op  works  to  prevent  the  enemy's  advanc- 
Great  attention  is  paid  to  /irr/  Wd$iumgt9ny  the  posts  opposite 
the  Jersty  afaoce,  and  the  obstnictkins  in  the  river,  whicfa«  I  hav 
to  befieve,  9X^  already  cffiectnal,  so  as  to  prevent  their  shipf 
however,  it  is  intended  still  to  add  to  them,  as  it  is  of  the 
roost  consequence  to  keep  the  enemy  below  as. 

Pet«r  Force,  Amttrium  Arduves^  Fifth  Series  (Washington,  1^51)*  H^  5H3 
384  p^isim. 


194.    The  Foundation  of  the  Navy  (1776) 

BY    ROBE.RT    MORRIS 

Morris  was  a  Philadeiphb  mercham  1^  '  •- -    '  -  '  -^  >  c  'l-ifusj 

s  time-    He  was  a  member  of  Congress .  'i  hnance 

■ter  senator  from  fV'nn-i,\  Kin  ja.   This  pi...       _ ..:.....  ^.mmjision- 

er*  10  France.  —  :  of  the  navy  :   NVmsof,  \arrative  and  Lnttcal  /Jtsfi^w 

VI,  5S9;    M*clay,  ;!fs  AVazy,  I,  pi.  i,  chs.  iti-\-i  ;   Cbanning  and  Hart,  CutJf, 

"^1  IJ9,  140.  —  bee  Nui.  177  aitove  sikI  204  l>eU>w. 

[Philadelphia,' December  21,  1776.] 
A /"OU  will  doubtless  be  siirprisetl  that  we  have  not  made  better  prog- 
1  ress  with  our  Navy,  bcrausc  yoti  are  unacquainted  with  the  many 
difficulties  and  causes  of  delay  that  have  encountered  us.  The  want  of 
sea-coal  for  our  anchor-smiths  has  been  a  great  bar  to  our  progress,  the 
disappointment  in  our  furit  attempts  to  cast  cannon  has  been  another,, 
bill  .ibovc  nil,  we  have  Iwcn  hindered  by  the  constant  calling  out  of  ( 
Militia,  in  a  mannrt  that  did  not  admit  of  the  necessary  tradesmen  beingi 
exempted.  Vou  will  won<ler  at  this ;  it  would  be  a  long  stor)'  to  unfold' 
the  reasons,  therefore  «ufficc  that  it  is  so.  Doctor  Frank/in  can  inform 
you  of  many  particulars  respecting  the  Flying-Carap ;  therefore,  I  sli.ill 
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give  you  the  present  state  of  our  Navy,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge  at  this  time. 

The  frigate  in  New- Hampshire  is  a  very  fine  ship,  completed  in  every 
particular,  except  the  want  of  cannon,  which  was  to  have  been  cast  in 
Rhoife-hiattii,  but  the  spirit  of  privateering  has  prevailed  so  eminently 
there,  thai  they  have  sacrificed  every  other  pursuit  to  it.  both  publick 
and  private,  as  I  am  informed  ;  and  we  have  ordered  the  guns  cast  in 
ConnCitkut  for  that  frigate  to  be  sent  to  Portimtmih.  As  soon  as  they 
arrive,  the  Rakish  will  be  maiincf^,  and  sail  on  a  cruise. 

At  Boston  they  have  also  two  fine  frigates.  The  Boston^  of  twenty- 
four  gtms,  I  expect  is  at  sea  before  this  time,  commanded  by  Captain 
McNciiy  a  very  clever  officer.  The  other  is  nearly  ready,  commanded 
by  Captain  Manly. 

In  Rhode-Jsland  were  built  the  two  worst  frigates,  as  I  have  been 
informed  by  those  that  have  seen  the  whole.  These  two  are  completely 
fitted,  and  were  partly  manned  when  we  last  heard  from  them  \  so  that  I 
hope  they  are  now  at  sea. 

In  Connfcticnf,  the  frigate  is  said  to  be  a  fine  ship ;  but  she  cannot 
get  to  sea  this  winter  for  want  of  cordage  and  other  stores. 

In  Nnv-y'ork^  two  very  fine  frigates  are  blocked  up  by  the  enemy,! 
and  hauled  into  Esopus  Creek  for  safety. 

At  this  place,  we  have  four  very  fine  ships.     One  of  them,  the  Ran- 
iioiphy  Captain  BiJtf/e,  of  twenty-six  twelve-pounders,  will,  1  hope,  go  to^ 
sea  in  comjiany  with  this  letter;  another,  the  Delaware^  Captain  Aiex- 
ander^  is  getting  ready,  and  I  hope  will  get  out  this  winter.     The  other 
two  want  guns,  anchors,  and  men. 

At  Baltimore^  is  a  fine  frigate,  now  only  waiting  for  an  anchor  and 
men. 

Besides  these,  we  have  in  service,  the  Alfred^  Columbus^  and  Reprisal, 
ships  from  sixteen  to  twenty-four  guns,  the  brigantines  Cabot,  Camden, 
Andrew  Doria,  and  Lexingfon,  of  twelve  to  sixteen  guns ;  the  sloopS 
Providence^  Hornet^  Fly,  Independence,  Sachem ;  and  schooners  IVasp, 
Mifiquifo,  and  Georgia  Packet,  all  in  actual  service ;  and  they  have  had 
great  success  in  taking  valuable  prizes,  as  indeed  have  numbers  of  priva- 
teers from  all  p.-xrts  of  America.  We  have  besides,  two  very  fine  row- 
galle)'s,  built  here,  of  ninety  feet  keel,  but  they  are  not  yet  rigged  ;  and 
it  has  lately  been  iletermined  by  Congress  to  build  some  line-of-batlle 
ships,  and  at  all  events  to  push  forvvanl  and  pay  the  utmost  attention  to 
an  American  Navy. 


SS^  First  Stage  of  the  War  [i77« 

The  greatest  encouragement  is  given  to  seamen,  which  ought  to  be 
made  known  throughout  Europe.  Their  pay  in  our  Navy  is  eight  dollars 
per  month,  with  the  best  chance  for  prize  money  that  men  ever  had,  and 
liberty  of  discharges  after  every  cruise,  if  they  choose  it.  In  the  merchant 
service  they  now  get  from  thirty  to  forty  dollars  per  month ;  and  this 
leads  me  to  the  state  of  our  commerce. 

In  the  Eastern  States  they  are  so  intent  on  privateering  that  they 
mind  little  else.  However,  there  is  some  exportation  of  produce  from 
thence,  and  as  to  imports,  they  are  the  best  supplied  of  any  part  of 
America^  having  been  surprisingly  successful  in  captures.  New-  York 
being  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  we  have  nothing  to  say  to  it ;  and  the 
produce  of  Nnu-Jersey  will  be  totally  consumed  by  their  army  and  ours. 
In  this  State,  {Pennsylvania^  we  had  last  season  the  worst  crop  of 
wheat  ever  known,  both  as  to  quantity  and  quality.  This  being  our 
staple  commodity,  and  stores  prohibited,  our  merchants  have  been  led 
to  purchase  much  tobacco  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  and  their  ships 
are  employed  in  the  export  of  this  article,  with  some  flour,  boards,  bees- 
wax, &c.  We  have  a  good  many  imports,  but  as  fast  as  goods  arrive, 
they  are  bought  up  for  the  Army,  or  for  the  use  of  neighbouring  States, 
and  therefore  continue  to  bear  high  prices. 

The  value  of  ships  has  risen  in  the  same  enormous  proportion  with 
every  thing  else,  and  ships  that  were  deemed  worth  ;^i,ooo  twelve 
months  ago,  now  sell  for  ^3,ooq,  or  upwards.  Every  article  belonging 
to  them  is  also  excessively  dear,  and  hard  to  be  got,  and  the  insolence 
and  difficulty  of  seamen  is  beyond  bearing.  In  Maryland^  Virginiay 
South- Carolina,  and  Georgia,  they  have  plenty  of  valuable  produce  on 
hand,  but  no  ships  to  carry  it  away,  and  constant  cruisers  all  along  the 
coast  make  it  very  dangerous  to  send  ships  from  one  port  to  another; 
so  that  look  which  way  you  will,  you  find  us  surrounded  with  difficulties 
—  in  the  land^  service,  in  the  sea  service,  and  in  our  commerce. 

Agriculture  and  mechanicks  have  their  impediments,  by  the  enlisting 
of  soldiers,  and  frequent  calls  on  the  Militia.  In  short,  nothing  but  the 
most  arduous  exertions,  and  virtuous  conduct  in  the  leaders,  seconded 
by  a  spirited  behaviour  in  the  Army,  and  a  patient  endurance  of  hard- 
ships by  the. people  in  general,  can  long  support  the  contest;  therefore 
the  Court  of  France  should  strike  at  once,  as  they  will  reap  an  imme- 
diate harvest.  They  may  sell  their  manufactures  for  -any  price  they 
please  to  ask ;  they  will  get  in  payment  tobacco,  rice,  indigo,  deer-skins, 
furs,  wheat,  flour,  iron,  beeswax,  lumber,  fish,  oil,  whalebone,  pot  and 
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pearl  ashes,  and  various  other  articles,  ami,  if  they  please,  here  is  an 
ample  field  to  employ  their  shipping,  and  raise  seamen  fur  their  Navy. 

Peter  Force,  AmericaH  Arcktves^  Fifth  Series  (Washington,  1853),  III,  1335- 


195.    "The  Game  is  pretty  near  up"  (1776) 

BV  GENERAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

IImsW  letters,  written  to  Washington's  brother  and  the  presirlent  of  Congress, 
December  18  and  20,  1776,  afford  an  inside  view  of  the  drscouragemcnts  uf  the  winter 
uf  1 776-77.  Nothing  l)ut  Washington's  own  indomitable  resolution  prevented  the 
coUapSK  of  ihe  Revolution.  —  For  Washington,  see  Winstjr,  Narnttive  and  Critual 
History^  VII,  291;- 30 1 ;,  Lodge,  George  IVaiAttigfon.  —  Bibliography  of  the  period: 
Winsiir,  A'armtive  omi  Oiiiail  HiUory^  VI,  403-447;  CarrJngton,  Battles  of  the 
Revolution,  247-297;  Clianning  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  138. 

A.     TO    AUGUSTINE   WASHINGTON 

OWING  to  the  number  of  letters  I  write,  the  recollection  of  any 
particular  one  is  destroyed,  but  I  think  my  last  to  you  was  by 
Colonel  Woodford,  from  Hackinsac.  Since  that  time,  and  a  little 
before,  our  affairs  have  taken  an  adverse  turn,  but  not  more  than  was 
to  be  expected  from  the  unfortunate  measures,  which  had  been  adopted, 
for  the  establishment  of  our  army.  The  Retreat  of  the  Enemy  from 
the  White  Plains  led  me  to  think,  that  they  would  turn  their  thoughts 
to  the  Jerseys,  if  no  farther,  and  induced  me  to  cross  the  North  River 
with  some  of  the  Troojis,  in  order  if  possible  to  oppose  them.  I  ex- 
pected to  have  met  at  least  Jive  thousand  men  of  the  Flying  Camp  and 
militia ;  instead  of  which  I  found  less  than  one  half  of  that  number,  and 
no  disposition  in  the  Inhibitanls  to  afford  the  least  aid.  This  being 
perfectly  well  known  to  the  Enemy,  they  threw  over  a  large  body  of 
Troops,  which  pushed  us  from  place  to  place,  till  we  vvere  obliged  to 
cross  the  Delaware  with  less  than  three  thousand  men  fit  for  duty, 
owing  to  the  dissolution  of  our  force  by  short  Enlistments  ;  the  Enemy's 
numbers,  from  the  best  accounts,  exceeding  ten  or  twelve  thousand 
men.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Wc  are  in  a  very  disaffected  part  of  the  Province  ;  and,  between 
you  and  me,  1  think  our  affairs  are  in  a  very  bad  situation ;  not  so 
much  from  the  apprehension  of  General  Howe's  army,  as  from  the 
defection  of  New  York,  Jerseys,  and  Pennsylvania.  .  .  . 

I  have  no  doubt  but  General  Howe  will  still  make  an  attempt  upon 
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It  may  be  said,  that  this  is  an  apphcalion  for  powers  thai  are  too 
dangerous  to  be  entrusted.  I  can  only  add,  that  desperate  diseases 
require  desperate  remedies  ;  and  I  with  truth  declare,  that  I  have  no 
lust  after  power,  but  I  wish  with  as  much  fervency  as  any  man  upon  this 
wide-extended  continent  for  an  opportunity  of  turning  the  sword  into 
the  ploughshare.  But  my  feehngs,  as  an  officer  and  a  man.  have  been 
such  as  to  force  me  to  say,  that  no  person  ever  had  a  greater  choice  of 
difficulties  to  contend  with  than  I  have.  It  is  needless  to  add,  that 
short  enlistments,  and  a  mistaken  dependence  upon  militia,  have  been 
the  origin  of  all  our  misfortunes,  anil  the  great  accumulation  of  our  debt. 
We  find.  Sir,  that  the  enemy  are  daily  gathering  strength  from  the  dis- 
aflecled.  This  strength,  like  a  snow-ball  by  rollmg,  will  increase,  unless 
some  means  can  be  devised  to  check  effectually  the  progress  of  the 
enemy's  arms.  Militia  may  ]x>ssibly  do  it  for  a  little  while ;  but  in 
a  little  while,  also,  and  the  militia  of  those  States,  which  have  been 
frequently  called  upon,  will  not  turn  out  at  all ;  or,  if  they  do,  it  will 
be  with  so  much  reluctance  and  sloth,  as  to  amount  to  the  same  thing. 
Instance  New  Jersey  !  Witness  I'ennsylvania !  Could  any  thing  but 
the  river  Delaware  have  saved  Philadelphia?  Can  any  thing  (the  exi- 
gency of  the  case  indeed  may  justify  it)  be  more  destmctive  to  the 
recniiting  ser\nce,  than  giving  ten  dollars*  bounty  for  six  weeks*  service 
of  the  militia,  who  come  in,  you  cannot  tell  how,  go,  you  cannot  tell 
when,  and  act,  you  cannot  tell  where,  consimie  your  provisions,  exhaust 
your  stores,  and  leave  you  at  last  at  a  critical  moment? 

These,  Sir,  are  the  men  I  am  to  dej^end  upon,  ten  days  hence  ;  this 
is  the  basis,  on  which  your  cause  will  and  must  for  ever  depend,  till  you 
get  a  large  standing  army  sufficient  of  itself  to  oppose  the  enemy.  I 
therefore  beg  leave  to  give  it  as  my  humble  oi>inton,  that  eighty-eight 
battalions  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the  opposition  you  are  to  make, 
and  that  a  moment's  time  is  not  to  be  lost  in  raisjug  a  greater  number, 
not  less,  in  my  opinion  and  the  opinion  of  my  officers,  than  a  hundred 
and  ten.  It  may  be  urged  that  it  will  be  found  difficult  enough  to  com- 
plete the  first  number.  This  may  be  true,  and  yet  the  officers  of  a  hun- 
dred and  ten  battalions  will  recruit  many  more  men,  than  those  of 
eighty-eight.  In  my  judgment  this  is  not  a  time  to  stand  upon  expense; 
our  funds  are  not  the  only  object  of  consideration.  The  State  of  New 
York  have  added  one  battalion  ( I  wish  they  had  made  it  two)  to  their 
quota.  If  any  good  oflicers  will  offer  to  raise  men  upon  Continental  pay 
and  establishment  in  this  quarter,  I  shall  encourage  them  to  do  so,  and 
2  o 
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The  soldier  flev\%  the  sailor  too, 
And  scar'd  almost  to  death,  sir, 

Wore  out  their  shoes,  to  spread  the  news, 
And  ran  till  out  of  breath,  sin 

Now  up  and  down  throughout  the  town. 
Most  frantic  scenes  were  acted  ; 

And  some  ran  here,  and  others  there. 
Like  men  almost  distracted. 

Some  fire  cry'd,  which  some  denied, 
But  said  the  earth  had  quaked  ; 

And  girls  and  hoys,  with  hideous  noise, 
Ran  thro'  the  streets  half  naked. 

Sir  William  he,  snug  as  a  flea, 
I^y  all  this  time  a  snoring, 

Nor  dreamM  of  harm  as  he  lay  warm, 
In  bed  with  Mrs.  L e. 
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Now  in  a  fright,  he  starts  upright, 

Awak'd  by  such  a  clatter  ; 
He  rubs  both  eyes,  and  boldly  cries, 

For  God's  sake,  what's  the  matter? 

At  his  bed-side  he  then  espy'd. 
Sir  Erskine  al  command,  sir. 

Upon  one  foot,  he  had  one  boot, 
And  th'  other  in  his  hand,  sir. 

"  Arise,  arise,  sir  Krskine  cries, 
The  rebels  —  more's  the  pity, 

Without  a  boat  are  all  afloat, 
And  rang'd  before  the  city. 

"The  motly  crew,  in  vessels  new, 
With  Satan  for  their  guide,  sir. 

Pack'd  up  in  bags,  or  wooden  kegs, 
Come  driving  down  the  tide,  sir. 
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Such  feats  did  they  perform  that  day, 

Against  these  wick'd  kegs,  sir, 
That  years  to  come,  if  they  get  home, 

They'll  make  their  boasts  and  brags,  sir. 

N.  B.  This  ballad  was  occasioned  by  a  real  incident.  Certain  machines, 
in  the  form  of  kegs,  charg'd  with  gun  powder,  were  sent  down  the  river  to 
annoy  the  British  shipping  then  at  Philadelphia.  The  danger  of  these 
machines  being  discovered,  the  British  manned  the  wharfs  and  shipping, 
and  discharged  their  small  arms  and  cannons  at  every  thing  they  saw  float- 
ing in  the  river  during  the  ebb  tide. 

Francis  Hopkinson,  Miscellaneous  Essays  and  Occasional  Writings  (Philadel- 
phia, 1792),  III,  PoetnSy  169-173. 


197.    The  Surrender  of  Burgoyne  {1777) 

BY    FREDERIKA   CHARLOTTE    LOUISE,  BARONESS    VON    RIEDESEL 

(Translated  by  Jui.es  Wai.i.rnstktn,  1827) 

This  spirited  lady  was  the  wife  of  General  Riedesel,  who  commanded  part  of  the 
German  troops  in  Burgoyne's  army.  After  the  surrender,  both  husband  and  wife 
were  prisoners  in  Cambridge  and  in  Virginia.  This  is  one  of  the  best  accounts  that 
we  have  of  the  conditions  of  the  British  army.  —  Bibliography  of  Madame  Riedesel: 
Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History,  VII,  75.  —  Bii>liograpl)y  of  Burgoync's 
campaign:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  I/istory,  VI,  348-306;  William  L. 
Stone,  Campaign  0/  Burgoyne ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §138. 

WE  were  halted  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  [October  9,  1777], 
to  our  general  amazement.  (Jeneral  Burgoyne  ordered  the 
artillery  to  be  drawn  up  in  a  line,  and  to  have  it  counted.  This  gave 
much  dissatisfaction,  as  a  few  marches  more  would  have  cnsiired  our 
safety.  My  husband  was  exhausted  by  fatigue,  and  took  a  seat  in  the 
calash,  where  my  maids  made  room  for  him ;  and  he  slept  for  three 
hours  upon  my  shoulder.  In  the  mean  time,  captain  Willoe  brought 
me  his  pocket-book,  containing  bank-notes,  and  captain  (icismar,  a 
beautiful  watch,  a  ring,  and  a  well-provided  purse,  rerpiesting  me  to 
keep  them,  which  I  promised  to  do  to  the  last.  At  length  we  recom- 
menced our  march ;  but  scarcely  an  hour  had  elapsed,  before  the  army 
was  again  halted,  because  the  enemy  was  in  sight.  They  were  but  two 
hundred  in  number,  who  came  to  reconnoitre,  and  who  might  easily 
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and  the  fire  was  principally  ilirecled  against  the  house,  where  we  liail 
hoped  to  find  a  reftige,  probably  because  ihe  enemy  inferred,  from  ihe 
great  number  of  people  who  went  towards  it,  thai  this  was  the  he;itl- 
qnarters  of  the  generals,  while,  in  reality,  none  were  there  except  women 
and  crippled  soldiers.  We  were  at  last  obliged  to  descend  into  Ihc 
cellar,  where  I  laid  myself  in  a  corner  near  the  door.  My  children  put 
their  heads  upon  my  knees.  An  abominable  smell,  the  cries  of  the 
children,  ami  my  own  anguish  of  mini.1,  ilid  not  permit  me  to  close  my 
eyes,  during  the  whole  night.  On  the  next  morning,  the  cannonade 
begun  anew,  but  in  a  different  direction.  .  .  .  Eleven  cannon-balls 
passed  through  the  house,  and  made  a  tremendous  noise.  A  poor 
soldier,  who  was  about  to  have  a  leg  amputated,  lost  the  other  by  one 
of  these  balls.  All  his  comrades  ran  away  at  that  moment,  and  when 
they  returned,  they  foun<I  him  in  one  corner  of  the  room,  in  the  agonies 
of  death.  I  was  myself  in  the  deepest  distress,  not  so  much  on  accotml 
of  my  own  dangers,  as  of  those  to  which  my  husband  was  exposed,  who, 
however,  frequently  sent  me  messages,  inquiring  after  my  health.  .  .  . 

The  want  of  water  continuing  to  distress  us,  we  could  not  but  be 
extremely  g!ad  to  find  a  soldier's  wife  so  spirited  as  to  fetch  some  from 
the  river,  an  occupation  from  which  the  Iwldest  might  have  shrunk,  as 
the  Americans  shot  every  one  who  approached  it.  i'hey  told  us  after- 
wards that  they  spared  her  on  account  of  her  sex.  .  .  . 

On  the  17th  of  October,  the  capitulation  was  carried  into  efTcct 
The  generals  waited  upon  the  American  general  Gates,  and  the  troops 
surrendered  themselves  prisoners  of  war  and  laid  down  I  heir  arms. 
The  time  had  now  come  for  the  good  woman  who  h.nd  risked  her  life 
to  supply  us  with  water,  to  receive  the  reward  of  her  services.  Each 
of  us  threw  a  handful  of  money  into  her  apron;  and  she  thus  received 
more  than  twenty  guineas.  At  such  a  moment  at  least,  if  at  no  other, 
the  heart  easily  overflows  with  gratitude. 

/\t  last,  my  husband's  groom  brought  me  a  message  to  join  him  with 
the  children.  I  once  more  seated  myself  in  my  dear  calash,  and,  while 
riding  through  the  American  camp,  was  gratified  to  observe  that  no 
body  looked  at  us  with  disrespect,  but,  on  the  contrary,  greeted  ns,  and 
seemed  touched  at  the  sight  of  a  captive  mother  with  three  children. 
I  must  candidly  confess  that  I  did  not  present  myseif,  though  so  situated, 
with  much  courage  to  the  enemy,  for  the  thing  was  entirely  new  to  me. 
When  I  drew  near  the  tents,  a  good  looking  man  advanced  towards  me, 
and  helped  the  children  from  the  calash,  and  kissed  and  caressed  them  : 


// 


/'  .       //. 


No.  198] 


Valley   Forge 


569 


keep  us  from  the  pleasure  &  enjoxtiicnlj.  of  t)»is  U'orhi,  or  hvnv^  con- 
versant with  any  body  in  it  —  It  is  an  excellent  plare  lt»  r.iisr  the  KIcas 
of  a  Philosopher  beyond  the  gUitted  thoughts  and  Rcllexions  of  an 
Epicurian.  His  Reflexions  will  be  as  different  from  the  Connnon  Re- 
flexions of  Mankind  as  if  he  were  unconnected  with  the  world,  ami  only 
conversant  with  material  beings.  It  cannot  be  that  our  Superiors  arc 
about  to  hold  consul[t]ation  with  Sjiirits  infinitely  U'ncath  Ihcir  Order 

—  by  bringing  us  into  these  utmost  regions  ol  the  Terratiueous  S|»hcre. 
No  —  it  is^  upon  consideration,  for  many  good  purfxises  since  we  .ire 
to  Winter  here —  i"  There  is  plenty  of  Wood  «S:  Water,  a**'*^  I'here  «« 
but  few  families  for  the  soldiery  to  Slcil  from  tho*  fjir  be  it  from  a 
Soldier  to  Steal  —  4'^  There  are  warm  sides  of  Hills  to  erect  huts  on. 
5''  They  will  be  heavenly  Minded  like  Jonah  when  in  the  belly  of  a 
great  Fish.  6'*.  They  will  not  become  home  Sick  as  is  sonuiinvrs  ihe 
Case  when  Men  live  in  the  Open  World  —  since  the  relkv(ti>iis  which 
must  naturally  arise  from  their  present  habitation,  will  lead  lUeui  to  Ihe 
more  noble  tliouj^hts  of  employing  their  leiztire  hours  in  filling  their 
knapsiicks  with  such  materials  as  may  be  necessary  on  the  Jorncy  to 
another  Home, 

Dff,  14///. —  Prisoners  tS:  Deserters  are  continually  coming  in.  The 
Army  who  have  been  surprisingly  healthy  hitherto  —  now  hegin  to  gunv 
sickly  from  the  contintied  fatigues  ihey  have  sulTered  tins  Campaign. 
Vet  they  still  show  spirit  of  Alacrity  &  Contenimcni  not  to  be  exficcted 
from  so  young  Troops.  I  am  Sick  —  discontented  —  and  out  of  Iniuunir. 
Poor  food  —  hard  loHging  —  Cold  We.ither  —  faligue  N.isty  (  loalhs  — 
nasty  Cookery  —  Vomit  li;ilf  my  time  —  stnoak'd  out  of  my  senses  —  the 
Devil's  in't — I  can't  Endure  it  —  Why  arc  we  sent  here  to  starve  and 
freeze  —  What  sweet  Felicities  have  1  left  nt  home  ;  — A  charming  Wife 

—  pretty  Children  —  (lood  Beds  —  good  food — good  Cookery  —  all 
agreeable  —  all  harmonious.  Here,  all  Confusion— *smoke  Cold  —  hun- 
ger &  filthyness — A  pox  on  my  bad  luck.  Here  comes  a  1k)vv1  of  V)eef 
soup — full  of  burnt  leaves  and  rlirt,  sickish  enough  to  m.ike  a  hector 
spue,  —  away  with  it  Boys—  I'll  live  like  the  Chameleon  upon  Air. 
Poh  !  Poh  I  crys  Patience  within  me  —  you  talk  like  a  fool.  Vour  bring 
sick  Covers  your  mind  with  a  Melanrhollic  Cloom,  wJuch  m.ikcs  even* 
thing  about  you  appear  gloomy.     See  the  poor  Soldier,  when  in   health 

—  with  what  chearfullness  he  meets  his  fne.-;  and  encounters  rvrrv  harrl- 
ship  —  if  barefoot  —  he  lal)ours  thro'  the  Mud  t*v  Cold  with  a  Song  in  hit* 
mouth  extolling  War  &  Washington  —  if  his  hmd  be  bad  — he  cats  it 
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Our  Division  are  under  Marching  Orders  this  morning.  I  am  ashameJ 
to  say  it,  but  1  am  tempted  to  steal  Fowls  if  I  could  find  them — or  even 
a  whole  Hog — for  I  feel  as  if  I  could  eat  one.  But  the  ImpovcrishM 
Country  about  us,  affords  but  little  matter  to  employ  a  Thief —  or  keep 
a  Clever  Fellow  in  good  humour —  But  why  do  1  talk  of  hunger  &  hard 
usage,  when  so  many  in  the  World  have  not  even  fire  Cake  &  Water  to 
eat.  .  .  . 

23//. — The  Party  that  went  out  last  evening  not  Return'd  to  Day. 
This  evening  an  excellent  Player  on  the  Violin  in  that  soft  kind  of  Mu- 
sick,  which  is  so  finely  adapted  to  stirr  up  the  tender  Passions,  while  he 
was  playing  in  the  next  Tent  to  mine,  these  kind  of  soft  Airs — it  imme- 
diately called  up  in  remembrance  all  the  endearing  expressions  —  the 
Tender  Sentiments — the  sympathetic  friendship  that  has  given  so  much 
satisfaction  and  sensible  pleasure  to  me  from  the  first  time  I  gained  the 
heart  &  affections  of  the  tenderest  of  the  Fair.  .  .  . 

Dec.  2^th. — Party  of  the  22''  returned.  Hutts  go  on  Slowly — C'old 
&  Smoke  make  us  fret.  But  mankind  are  always  fretting,  even  if  they 
have  more  than  their  proportion  of  the  Blessings  of  Life.  We  are  never 
Easy — all  ways  repining  at  the  Providence  of  an  Ailwise  &  Benevolent 
Being  —  Blaming  Our  Country  —  or  faulting  our  Friends.  But  I  don't 
know  of  any  thing  that  vexes  a  man's  Soul  more  than  hot  smoke  con- 
tinually blowing  into  his  Kyes — &  when  he  attempts  to  avoid  it,  is  met 
by  a  cold  anil  piercing  Wind.  ... 

Dec.  25M,  Christfuas.  — We  are  still  in  Tents  —  when  we  ought  to  be 
in  huts — the  poor  Sick,  suffer  much  in  Tents  this  cold  Weather —  But 
we  now  treat  them  differently  from  what  they  used  to  be  at  home,  under 
the  inspection  of  Old  Women  &  Doct.  Bolus  Linctus.  We  give  them 
Mutton  &  Grogg — and  a  Capital  Medicine  once  in  a  While  —  to  start 
the  Disease  from  its  foundation  at  once.  We  avoid — Pid<lling  Pills, 
Powders,  Bohis's  Linctus's  —  Cordials  —  and  all  such  insignificant  mat- 
ters whose  powers  are  Only  render'd  important  by  causing  the  Patient 
to  vomit  up  his  money  instead  of  his  disease.  But  very  few  of  the  sick 
Men  Die. 

Dec.  2(ith.  —  Party  of  the  22*!.  not  Return'd.  The  Kncmy  have  b<'cn 
some  Days  the  west  Schuylkill  from  Opposite  the  City  to  Derby — 'J'here 
intentions  not  yet  known.  The  City  is  at  present  pretty  Chrar  of  Ihrm 
—  Why  don't  his  Excellency  rush  in  &  retake  the  City,  in  which  he  will 
doubtless  find  much  Plunder? — Because  he  knows  l)etter  than  to  Icavr 
his  Post  and  be  catch'd  like  a  .  .  .  fool  cooped  u]>  in  the  City.     He  has 
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I  reach'd  the  Hutt.     He  was  an  Indian  —  an  excellent  Soldier — and 
an  obedient  good  natur'd  fellow.  .  .  . 

%th.  —  Unexpectedly  got  a  Furlow.  Set  out  for  home.  The  very 
worst  of  Riding  —  Mud  &  Mire. 

We  had  gone  thro'  Inoculation  before  this  furlow. 

Lodged  at  —  Porters jQo  12     o 

Breakfasted  at  Weaver  Jan'  p'*'-  just  by  Bartholomews  .         .05 

Grogg 04 

Hyelyars  Tavern  3^  from  Caryls,  dined       .        .        .        .      o     5   10 

Shocking  riding  ! 
Lodged  at  a  private  house  three  miles  this  side  Delaware  in 

Jersey  &  Breakfasted 060 

Treat  Serj.  Palmer  with  Baggage 052 

Mattersons  Tavern  13  m  De  War 040 

Mattersons  jQo     2     o 

Conarts  Tavern  10  M 050 

Sharps  or  M'Curdys,  4  M o  .13     o 

Capt.  Porter's  Cross  Road  2  M.  from  M'^Curdy's  Lodged  — 

5  Dol.  I  Sixth ;^i   II     o 

Breakfasted  at  the  pretty  Cottagers  Jan' 11*^       .         .        .056 

I  M.  from  Porters  —  Horses 00 

I>odging  &c oiio 

Bullions  Tavern  (Vealtown) 050 

Morristown  Din'd 050 

Poquonnack  10  M.  from  N.  Y.  at  Jennings  Tavern  &  a  nar- 
row Bed  —  Lodg'd  here.     Landlady  w*.^  Teethache  — 

Children  keep  a  squalling 019 

Roome's  or   Romer's  Tavern  —  Good   Tavern  —  1 1    Mile 

from  Jennings o  20    o 

For  2  boles  Grog  &  Phyal  of  Rum  Vaulk's  house —     .        .      o  10     o 

Honey  &  Bread  &  Oats 012 

Good  Old  squeaking  Widow  Ann  Hopper,  26  M.  from  Jen- 

ning's,  fine  Living,  for  Horse,  Supp'r,  Lodg'd,  Break"*  .  jQo  12  o 
Satyr  Tavern  —  lx)dged  &  Supped  .  .  .  .-.096 
Judge  Coe's,  9  M.  from  King's  Ferry  Dinner,  Oats      .         .060 

8  19     6 

T/te  Historical  Magazine,  May-June,  1861  (New  York,  etc.,  1861),  V,  131- 
172  passim. 


CHAPTER   XXXII  ^FRENCH    ALLIANCE, 

1778^1779 

199.    A  Treaty  with  France  (1778) 

BY   COMMISSIONER    BENJAMIN    FRANKLIN 

This  letter,  addressed  to  Thomas  Cushing,  is  a  brief  announcement  of  the  concfn- 
siun  of  negotiations  that  licfjan  with  the  scroditig  of  Silas  Dcane  to  france  in  1775. 
The  treaties  continued  in  force  lil!  the  war  with  France  in  1798.  —  For  Kranklin, 
see  Nf»s.  68,  81  above.  —  Bibliography  nf  the  treaties:  NVjnsor,  Narrative  and  Critt- 
tal  History,  VII,  ch.  i;  Wharton,  Diplomatic  Lciresficmitiice,  II,  490,  568-578; 
Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  139.  —  For  later  French  relations,  see  chs.  xxxiv,  xxxv 
below. 

Passy,  21  February,  1778. 

I  RECEIVED  your  favor  by  Mr.  Austin,  with  your  most  agree- 
able congratulatiotis  on  the  success  of  the  American  arms  in 
the  Northern  Department.  In  return,  give  nie  leave  to  congratulate 
you  on  the  success  of  our  negotiations  here,  in  the  completion  of  the 
two  treaties  with  his  most  Christian  Majesty :  the  one  of  amity  and 
commerce,  on  the  plan  of  that  proposed  by  Congress,  with  some  good 
additions  ;  the  other  of  alliance  for  mutual  defence,  in  which  the  most 
Christian  king  agrees  to  make  a  common  cause  with  the  United  States, 
if  England  attempts  to  obstruct  the  commerce  of  his  subjects  with  them  ; 
and  guarantees  to  the  United  States  their  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  inde- 
pendence, absolute  and  uniimited,  with  all  tiie  possessions  they  now 
have,  or  may  have,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  war ;  and  the  States  in  re- 
turn guarantee  to  him  his  possessions  in  the  West  Indies.  The  great 
principle  in  both  treaties  is  a  peifect  equality  and  reciprocity;  no  ad- 
vantage to  be  demanded  by  France,  or  privileges  in  commerce,  which 
the  Stales  may  not  grant  to  any  and  every  other  nation. 

In  short,  the  king  has  treated  with  us  generously  and  raagnanimonsly  ; 
taken  no  advantage  of  our  present  difficulties,  to  exact  terms  which  we 
wouUi  not  willingly  grant,  when  establishe<l  in  prosperity  and  power.  I 
may  add  that  he  has  acted  wisely,  in  wishing  the  friendship  contracted 
by  these  treaties  may  be  durable,  which  probably  might  not  be  if  a  con- 
trary conduct  had  taken  place. 
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Several  of  the  American  shifjs,  with  stores  for  the  Congress,  are  now 
about  sailing  luuler  the  convoy  of  a  French  squadron.  England  is  in 
great  consternation,  and  the  minister,  on  the  17th  instant  confessing 
that  all  his  measures  had  been  wrong  and  that  peace  was  necessary, 
proposed  two  bills  for  quieting  America ;  but  they  are  full  of  artifice 
and  deceit,  and  will,  I  am  confident,  be  treated  accordingly  by  our 
country. 

1  think  you  must  have  much  satisfaction  in  so  valuable  a  son,  whom 
I  wish  safe  back  to  you,  and  am,  with  great  esteem,  etc., 

B.  Franklin. 

P,  S.  —  The  treaties  were  signed  by  the  plenipotentiaries  on  boih 
sides  February  6th,  but  are  still  for  some  reasons  kept  secret,  though 
soon  to  be  published.  It  is  understood  that  Spain  will  soon  accede  to 
the  same.     The  treaties  are  forwarded  to  Congress  by  this  conveyance. 

Benjamin  Franklin.  Compute  Works  (edited  by  John  Bigelow,  New  York,  etc., 
i8S8)»  VI,  151-134. 


200.    A  Dashing  Young  Officer  in  the  Field  (1778) 

BY    COLONEL    JOHN    TRUMliULL    (1841) 

Trumhull,  the  son  of  the  governor  of  Connecticut,  hccatnc  an  artist,  and  painted 
some  of  the  pictures  now  in  the  Capitol  at  WasliinEton. —  Biljhugraphy  of  the  Rhode 
Island  campaigns:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Crittuil  Htsh^ry.  VI,  592-603;  Channing 
and  Hart,  Cmde,  g  138.  —  On  the  army,  see  ch.  xxviii  above. 

IN  the  year  1778,  a  plan  was  formed  for  the  recover)'  of  Rhode  Island 
from  the  hands  of  the  British,  by  the  cooperation  of  a  French  fleet 
of  twelve  sail  of  the  line,  commanded  by  the  Count  D'Estaing,  and  a 
body  of  American  troops,  commanded  by  General  Sulhvan.  The  fleet 
arrived  off  New  York  early  in  July,  and  in  August  sailed  for  Rhode 
Island.  I  seized  this  occasion  to  gratify  my  slumbering  love  of  military 
life,  and  offered  my  services  to  General  Sullivan,  as  a  volunteer  aid-du- 
camp.  My  offer  was  accepted,  an<l  I  attended  him  during  the  enter- 
prise. 

The  French  fleet,  which  had  passed  Newport,  and  lay  at  anchor  above 
the  town,  were  drawn  off  from  their  well  selected  station  by  a  clever 
manoeuvre  of  Lord  Howe,  the  very  day  after  the  American  army  had 
landed  on  the  island.  The  two  fleets  came  to  a  partial  action  off  the 
capes  of  the  Chesapeake,  in  which  they  were  separated  by  a  severe  gale 
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of  wind ;  the  French,  more  damaged  by  the  tempest  than  by  the  enemy, 
put  into  Boston  to  refit,  and  General  Sullivan  was  left  to  pursue  the 
enterprise  with  the  army  alone.  The  enemy  shut  themselves  up  in 
Newport,  while  he  advanced  to  the  town  in  admirable  order,  and  the 
place  was  invested  in  form. 

It  soun  became  evident  that  the  attempt  was  vain,  so  long  as  the 
enemy  could  receive  supplies  and  reinforcements  by  water,  unmolested ; 
so  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  the  French  fleet  would  not  resume  its 
station,  the  enterprise  was  abandoned  —  on  the  night  between  the  28th 
and  29th  of  August,  the  army  was  withdrawn,  and  rcoccupied  their 
former  position  on  Butts'  Hill,  near  Howland's  ferry,  at  the  north  end 
of  the  islanrl. 

Soon  after  daybreak  the  next  morning,  the  rear-guard,  commanded 
by  that  excellent  ofticer,  Col.  Wiggleswurth,  was  attacked  on  Quaker, 
otherwise  called  Windmill  Hill ;  and  Gen.  Sullivan,  wishing  to  avoid  a 
serious  action  on  that  grountl,  sent  me  with  orders  to  the  commanding 
officer  to  wiihdniw  the  guard.  In  performing  this  duty,  I  had  to  mount 
the  hill  by  a  broad  smooth  road,  more  than  a  mile  in  length  from  the 
foot  to  the  summit,  where  was  the  scene  of  the  conflict,  which,  though 
an  easy  ascent,  was  yet  too  steep  for  a  trot  or  a  gallop.  It  was  neces- 
sary to  ride  at  a  leisurely  pace,  for  I  saw  before  me  a  hard  day's  work 
for  my  horse,  and  was  unwilling  to  fatigue  him. 

Nothing  can  be  more  trj'ing  to  the  ner\'es,  than  to  advance  thus 
deliberately  and  alone  into  danger.  At  first,  I  saw  a  round  shot  or  two 
drop  near  me  and  pass  bounding  on.  Presently  I  met  poor  Col.  Tou- 
sard,  who  had  just  lost  one  arm,  blown  off  by  the  discharge  of  a  field 
piece,  for  the  possession  of  which  there  was  an  ardent  struggle.  He 
was  led  off  by  a  small  party.  Soon  after,  I  saw  Capl.  Walker,  of  H. 
Jackson's  regiment,  who  had  received  a  musket  ball  through  his  body, 
mounted  behind  a  person  on  horseback.  He  bid  me  a  melancholy  fare- 
well, and  died  before  night.  Next,  grape  shot  began  to  sprinkle  around 
me,  and  soon  after  musket  balls  fell  in  ray  path  like  hailstones.  This 
was  not  to  be  borne,  —  I  spurred  on  ray  horse  to  the  summit  of  the  hill, 
and  found  myself  in  the  midst  of  the  melf^e.  "  Don't  say  a  word,  Trum- 
bull," cried  the  gallant  commander,  '*  I  know  your  errand,  but  don't 
speak  ;  we  will  beat  them  in  a  moment."  **  Col.  Wigglesworth,  do  you  see 
those  troops  crossing  obliquely  from  the  west  road  towards  your  rear? 
"Yes,  they  are  Americans,  coming  to  our  support.*'  *' No,  sir, 
are  Germans  ;  raark,  their  dress  is  blue  and  )r//i)  w,  DOt  huff;  they 
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moving  to  fall  into  your  rear,  and  intercept  your  retreat.  Retire  instantly 
— ^  don't  lose  a  moment,  or  you  will  be  cut  off."  The  gallant  man 
obeyed  reluctantly,  and  withdrew  the  guard  in  fine  style,  slowly  but 
safely. 

As  I  rode  back  to  the  main  body  on  Butts'  Hill,  1  fell  in  with  a  party 
of  soldiers  bearing  a  wounded  officer  on  a  litter,  whom  I  found  to  be 
my  friend,  H.  Sherburne,  brother  of  Mrs.  John  Langdon  of  rorlsmouth, 
New  Hampshire,  a  fellow  volunteer.  They  were  carrying  him  to  the 
surgeons  in  the  rear,  to  have  his  leg  amputated.  He  had  just  been 
wounded  by  a  random  ball  while  sitting  at  breakfast.  This  was  a  source 
of  lasting  mortification,  as  he  told  me  afterwards,  —  *'  If  this  had  hap- 
pened to  me  in  the  field,  in  active  duly,  the  loss  of  a  leg  might  be 
borne,  but  to  be  condemned  through  all  future  life  to  say  I  lost  my  leg 
under  the  breakfast  table,  is  too  bad."  Mr.  Rufus  King  was  acting  that 
day  as  a  volunteer  aid-du-camp  to  General  Glover,  whose  quarters  were 
in  a  house  at  the  foot  and  east  of  Quaker  Hill,  distant  from  the  con- 
tested position  of  the  rear-guard  a  long  mile.  The  general  and  the 
officers  who  composed  his  family  were  seated  at  breakfast,  their  horses 
standing  saddled  at  the  door.  The  firing  on  the  height  of  the  hill  be- 
came heavy  and  incessant,  when  the  general  directed  Mr.  King  to  mount 
and  see  what  and  where  the  firing  was.  He  quitted  the  table,  poor 
Sherburne  took  his  chair,  and  was  hardly  seated,  when  a  spent  cannon 
ball  from  the  scene  of  action  bounded  in  at  the  open  window,  fell  upon 
the  floor,  rolled  to  its  destination,  the  ancle  of  Sherburne,  and  crushed 
all  the  bones  of  his  foot.  Surely  there  is  a  providence  which  controls 
the  events  of  human  life,  and  which  withdrew  Mr.  King  from  this 
misfortune. 

Soon  after  this,  as  I  was  carrying  an  important  order,  the  wind,  which 
had  risen  with  the  sun,  blew  off  my  hat.  It  was  not  a  time  to  dismount 
for  a  hat.  I  therefore  tied  a  white  handkerchief  round  my  head,  and  as 
I  did  not  recover  my  hat  until  evening,  I  formed,  the  rest  of  the  day, 
the  most  conspicuous  mark  that  ever  was  seen  on  the  field  —  mounted 
on  a  superb  bay  horse,  in  a  summer  dress  of  nankeen  —  with  this  head- 
dress, duty  led  me  to  every  point  where  danger  was  to  be  found,  and  1 
escaped  without  the  slightest  injury.  It  becomes  me  to  say  with  the 
Psalmist,  "  1  thank  thee,  Oh  thou  Most  High,  for  thou  hast  covered  my 
head  in  the  day  of  battle  I "  For  never  was  aid-du-cam[»  cxiioted  lo 
more  danger  than  I  was  during  that  entire  day,  from  daylight  to  du«k. 

The  day  was  passed  in  skirmishing,  and  towards  evening  a  body  of 
2  V 
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the  enemy  (Germans)  had  pushed  our  right  wing,  and  advanced  so  bx 
as  to  endanger  themselves.  I  was  ordered  to  take  Gen.  Lovell's  brigade 
of  Massachusetts  militia,  and  aid  in  repuking  them  ....  I  therefore 
moved  on  until  the  front  division  of  the  column  was  within  ten  yards  of 
the  wall,  and  then  gave  the  word  of  command  as  if  on  parade,  "  Column, 
halt  — leading  division,  ground  your  arms  —  step  forward,  comrades,  and 
level  this  fence,  it  stands  in  our  way — quick,  quick  ! "  The  order  was 
obeyed  with  precision;  the  fence  was  leveled  in  an  instant,  and  we  re- 
sumed our  forward  march  without  having  a  man  hurL  From  that  moment 
the  firing  from  the  wood  ceased,  and  we  could  find  no  enemy  ;  they  had 
been  already  engaged  with,  and  overmatched  by  other  troops,  before  we 
approached,  and  when  they  saw  our  cool  manoeuvre,  they  probably  mis- 
took us  for  veterans  coming  to  the  rescue,  and  prudently  withdrew. 

Still  I  hoped  to  be  able  to  strike  an  important  blow,  and  requested 
General  Lovell  to  incline  his  march  to  the  right,  (by  which  means  his 
movement  would  be  screened  from  the  view  of  the  enemy  by  the  form 
of  the  ground.)  to  move  slowly  and  carefully,  and  to  keep  the  men  to- 
gether in  their  actual  order.  I  rode  forward  to  reconnoitre  and  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  enemy.  .\s  I  rose  the  crest  of  the  hill,  I  saw 
the  German  troops,  who  had  just  been  repulsed,  in  evident  disorder 
endeavoring  to  re-form  their  line,  but  fatigued,  disconcerted  and  vacil- 
lating. I  thought  it  a  glorious  moment,  and  hurried  back  to  my  brave 
column  with  the  intention  of  leading  it  (under  cover  of  the  ground)  into 
the  rear  of  the  enemy's  flank.  Judge  of  my  vexation,  when  I  found  my 
men,  not  in  slow  motion  and  good  order,  as  I  had  directed,  but  halted 
behind  another  strong  fence,  dispersed,  without  the  shadow  of  order, 
their  arms  grounded,  or  leaning  against  the  fence,  exulting  in  their  good 
conduct  and  success  in  having  made  the  enemy  run.  I  was  cruelly  dis- 
appointed ;  but  as  the  success  of  the  blow  which  I  had  meditated  de- 
pended entirely  upon  rapidity  of  movement,  and  much  time  must  be 
wasted  before  we  could  recover  our  original  order  and  be  prepared  to 
move,  I  gave  up  my  projected  attack,  and  returned  to  make  my  report 
to  fny  general. 

John  Trumbull.  Atttobiography,  Reminiscences  and  Letters  [1756-1841],  (New 
York,  etc.,  1841),  ^x-^^ passim. 


No  aoij  Clark's   Northwestern   Expedition 

20 1.    The  Conquest  of  the  Illinois  Country  (1779) 

BV  COLONEL  GEORGE  ROGERS  CLARK 

Ciark  was  sent  out  by  the  slate  uf  Viir^jinia  in  cummancl  of  an  expedition  to  seize 
the  British  posts  north  oi  the  Ohio,  ami  Virginia  therefore  claimed  his  conquests. 
Clark  left  severa!  accounts  vf  his  movements  ;  the  manuscript  of  this  piece  was  capt- 
uretl  liy  the  British,  and  is  in  the  Canadian  archives.  —  Uihiiography :  Winsor,  A'lir- 
m/tzf  ami  Crithai  //istory,  VI,  716-742;  Roosevelt,  IVinning  0/ the  iVfSf,  If, 
31-^j;  Hiii5<!ale,  OU  A'ortMwfs/,  II,  293-294;  Ciark^s  Campaign  in  the  lUinaii 
(t)hio  Valley  Historical  Series,  No.  j) ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  144.  —  For 
previous  accounts  of  the  West,  see  above,  ch,  xxii.     See  also  No.  205  below. 

WHAT  preceeds  this  part  of  Col"  Clarke's  journal  is  only  an  account 
of  his  setting  out  and  his  march  till  the  23"*  Feb'^,  Sett  off  very 
early,  waded  better  than  three  miles  on  a  stretch,  our  people  prodigious, 
yet  they  keep  up  a  good  heart  in  hopes  of  a  speedy  sight  of  our  enemys. 
At  last  about  two  o'clock  we  came  in  sight  of  this  long  sought  town  and 
enemy,  all  quiet,  the  spirits  of  my  men  seemed  to  revive  we  marched  up 
under  cover  of  a  wood  called  the  Warriours  Island  where  we  lay  con- 
cealed untill  sunset,  several  of  the  inhabitants  were  out  a  shooting  by 
which  was  assur'd  they  had  no  intelligence  of  us  yet.  I  sent  out  two 
men  to  bring  in  one  who  came  and  I  sent  him  to  town  to  inform  the 
inha!>itants  I  was  near  them  ordering  all  those  attached  to  the  King  of 
England  to  enter  the  Fort  and  defend  it,  those  who  desired  to  be  friends 
to  keep  in  their  houses.  I  order 'd  the  march  in  the  first  division  Capt. 
Williams,  Capt.  Worthington's  Company  and  the  Cascaskia  Volunteers, 
in  the  2nd  commanded  by  Capt.  Bowman  his  own  Company  and  the 
Cohos  Volunteers.  At  sun  dowji  I  put  the  divisions  in  motion  to  march 
in  the  greatest  order  and  regularity  and  observe  the  orders  of  their  offi- 
cers—  above  all  to  be  silent  —  the  5  men  we  look  in  the  canoes  were 
our  gitides  ;  we  entered  the  town  on  the  upper  part  leaving  detached 
Lt.  Bayley  and  15  riflemen  to  attack  the  Fort  and  keep  up  a  fire  to  har- 
rass  them  untill  we  took  possession  of  the  town  and  they  were  to  remain 
on  that  duty  till  relieved  by  another  party,  the  two  divisions  marched 
into  the  town  and  tmik  possession  of  the  main  street,  put  guards  &c 
without  the  least  molestation  I  continucil  all  night  sending  parties  out 
to  annoy  the  enemy  and  caused  a  trench  to  be  thrown  up  across  the 
main  street  about  200  yds  from  the  Fort  (late  .... 

24ih  As  soon  as  daylight  appeared  the  enemy  perceived  our  works 
and  began  a  very  smart  fire  of  small  artiis  at  it,  but  could  not  bring  their 
cannon  to  bear  on  them,  about  8  o'clock  I  sent  a  flag  of  truce  with 


0^  ¥t€Mtk  ASiamce 

ifbvrtti.  (Sue  ^UHj^  <'*o«r  ^  "maA  inwagrSacgJ^  ::i^  winTSsrSsr  i^  ste  Gassa- 

Awnr  M  fiiMr  Msu^  ^iidflfrMf/^i. — ''>r  tsc)'  clnr&  aon-  ^vcie  iif  rvirfraigrng  ao  :&e 
l4l4it*(^4iA«»  ^^  ii^  !Mt  ^&^  ^  Heaorem,  he  mu^  fiyrrr  :»  aBen?- — ^ii 
mi^m  wm  ^0W.  H.  Ine^  B(»r«r  k^  M/ytaiBat  CcJL  C  siiac  he  ami  kis  Gor- 

«K)^i«i'^'^^  I  tib«ii  (vr<4tr«i4  «npe  fiartk»  t6»  aoack  dbe  Foct  ami  the  fin^s 

Mm  Pi  Atm;fifjm^  wMhim^  ^uvrletlf  iv^  eii«  warn  street  was  sfig^idr  i 
«^<^  fM;  f«;ft  <7«r  t#«l  mt  fntf%  damfj^om — AL«ot  12  o'dock  dhe  fio^g 
lfir/;im  MiMt;  f /^  ««Mf^««ii^«yl  a  F1a$|;  cooMg  cMst  I  ordered  aj  people  to  stop 
^Mifl(  Ml}  fmlher  fjrden.  I  ioon  percetved  h  was  Cape  Hda  «te 
MHm  ^dtUttMifffm  mfffrw^d  me  that  the  poiport  of  hs  fOMMJiiina  wa% 
IIm*!  f  4.  O^.  %i»fm\Uin  wa»  mfbn^  to  taneoder  op  the  Fon  and  Gam- 
•f/A  ^^^/iruU'A  ijA.  C^hrke  «r<j»ild  jf^rant  bini  boooarable  terms  and  that 
fm  ^f^iC'l  OA,  iAsukt  u>  «j$vae  mto  the  Fort  to  coofer  with  Imn,  first 
I  *U^fpA  ('.»\H.  Hdm  nfK  to  fpve  any  lotenigence  of  G.  H's  strength 
k^  \**^i^  fm  hi%  y^TfAe^  %etjfmt\  my  amwer  to  Gor,  H  was  that  I  shoold 
pfff  ^i(fff*i  Ut  liny  <Aher  terrn*  than  that  Lt  (kn.  H  should  immediatelj 
m$fff.*t^U'f  m  dmretum  zrul  alUmefl  him  half  an  hoar  to  consider  thereof 
^  MKUt  0'tfU^ittti  th«  F^jf t  my  oflf"  and  men  would  not  allow  of  it,  for  it  was 
wnU  fUfH^nhy  I  rfMratnufl  them  from  storming  the  Garrisoa —  I  dis- 
m**^*\  i.n\fi.  WrAm,  with  my  sawmer, at  the  time  allowed  Capt.  Helm  came 
\m  k  with  \Ami.  iUw.  \V%  second  proposals  which  were  —  Lt  Gov'  Hain- 
\\Uti\  [tfn[Ht%<t%  Ut  (Ut\.  Clarke  a  truce  for  three  days,  dnrii^  which  time 
lbrr#T  %hii\\  no  rlefimMve  works  be  carried  on  in  the  Garrison  provided 
iUt\.  ('Inrke  »haH  ol^crve  the  like  cessation  on  his  part —  he  farther  pro- 
\Mt%fn  that  whatever  may  pass  lietween  them  two  and  any  person  mutu- 
ally AjKr^ed  upon  to  tie  present  shall  remain  secret  antill  matters  be 
rtfirtlly  ^letirrmincrl.  As  he  wishes  that  whatever  the  result  of  this  con- 
(rrantt;  may  be  —  the  Honor  and  credit  of  each  may  be  considered  — 
iwi  hf  wishes  he  may  confer  with  Col.  Clarke  as  soon  as  may  be  —  as 
Col,  Clarke  makes  a  difficulty  of  coming  into  the  Fort  Lt  Gov.  H  will 
speak  to  him  before  the  (;ate  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^  ^^.^^^  ^   ^ 

This  moment  received  intelligence  that  a  party  of  Indians  were  com- 
ing up  from  the  falls  with  Pris"  or  Scalps,  which  party  was  sent  out  by 
'Hamilton  for  that  purpose,  my  people  were  so  enraged  they  immedi- 
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alely  intercepted  the  |Mrty  which  consisted  of  8  Indians  and  a  French 
man  of  the  Garrison,  they  killed  three  on  the  spot  and  brought  4  in 
who  were  tomahawked  in  the  street  oposite  the  Fort  Gate  and  thrown 
into  the  river — the  frenchman  we  shewti  mercy  as  his  aged  father  had 
beliaved  so  well  in  my  party  —  I  relieved  the  two  poor  Pris"  who  were 
French  hunters  on  the  Ohio,  after  which  C*  Helm  carried  my  answer 
thus  —  Col.  Clarks  comp"  to  G.  H.  and  begs  leave  to  inform  him  that 
Col.  Clarke  will  not  agree  to  any  other  terms  than  of  G.  H.  surrendering 
himself  and  Garrison  prisoners  at  discretion  —  if  G.  H.  desires  a  confer- 
ence with  Col  Clarke,  he  will  meet  him  at  the  church  with  Capt.  Helm. 

24  Feb^^  1779  (signed)  G.  R.  Clark. 

1  imediately  repaired  there  to  confer  with  G.  Hamilton  where  1  met 
with  him  and  Capt  Helm. 

Gov.  Hamilton  then  begd  I  would  consider  the  situation  of  both 
parties  that  he  was  willing  to  surrender  the  Garrison  but  was  in  hopes 
that  Co!-  Clark  would  let  him  do  it  with  Honour — I  answered  him  I 
have  been  informed  that  he  had  800  men — I  have  not  that  number 
but  I  came  to  fight  that  number.  G.  H.  then  replied  who  could  give 
you  this  false  information  I  am  Sir  (replied  i)  well  acquainted  with 
your  strength  and  force  and  am  able  to  take  your  Fort,  therefore  1  will 
give  no  other  terms  but  to  submit  yourself  and  tiarrison  to  my  discretion 
and  mercy  —  he  reply'd  Sir  my  men  are  brave  and  willing  to  stand  by 
me  to  the  last,  if  I  can't  surrender  upon  Hon'"'"  terms  I'll  fight  it  out  to 
the  last  —  Answered,  Sir  this  will  give  my  men  infinite  satisfaction  and 
pleasure  for  it  is  their  desire,  he  left  me  and  went  a  few  pays  aloof, 
I  told  Capt  Helm  Sir  you  are  a  prisoner  on  your  parole,  I  desire  you  to 
reconduct  G.  H.  into  the  Fort  and  there  remain  till  I  retake  you.  Lt 
Gov,  Hamilton  then  returned  saying,  Col.  Clarke  why  will  you  force  me 
to  dishonour  myself  when  you  cannot  acquire  more  honor  by  it  —  1  told 
him  could  I  look  on  you  as  a  Gentleman  I  would  do  to  the  utmost  of 
my  power,  but  on  you  Sir  who  have  embrued  yotir  hands  in  the  blood 
of  our  women  and  children,  Honor,  my  country,  everything  calls  on  me 
a  1  loud  for  Vengeance.  G.  H.  I  know  my  character  has  been  stained 
but  not  deservedly  for  I  have  allwaJse  endeavour'd  to  instill  Humanity 
as  much  as  in  my  power  to  the  Indians  whom  the  orders  of  my  superi- 
ours  obliged  me  to  employ.  C.  C.  Sir  I  speak  no  more  on  this  subject  | 
my  blood  glows  within  my  veins  to  think  on  the  crueltys  your  Indian 
parties  have  committed,  therefore  repair  to  your  Fort  and  prepare  for 
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[July  4. 1779] 

UPON  my  arrival  at  the  army  I  was  .  .  .  received  with  more  marks 
of  distinction  than  I  had  expected.  General  Washington  came 
some  miles  to  meet  me  and  accompanied  me  to  my  quarters,  where  1 
found  an  officer  and  35  men  on  guard.  On  my  remonstrating  against 
this  on  the  ground  that  I  was  simply  to  lie  reganletil  as  a  vohintecr,  he 
replied  in  the  most  courteous  manner  that  the  entire  army  took  pleasure 
in  protecting  such  volunteers.  He  presented  Major-ticncial  Luiil  Stir- 
ling and  several  other  generals  to  me,  and  also  Licuienam-Colonel 
Fenians  and  Major  Walker,  whom  Congress  had  ilesignaled  as  my 
adjutant-generals.  On  the  same  day  my  name  was  given  to  the  army 
as  the  password,  and  on  the  fol!ov%'ing  day  the  army  turned  out,  General 
Washington  accompanying  me  to  review  it.  In  a  word,  if  Prince  Ferdi- 
nand of  Brunswick  or  the  first  field-marshal  of  Europe  had  arrived  in 
my  place  he  could  not  have  been  received  with  more  marks  of  distinction 
than  I  was. 

My  services  as  a  volunteer  lasted  no  longer  than  five  weeks,  during 
which  1  drilled  the  army  and  made  various  disjwsitions  in  it  which  met 
with  such  approbation  that  I  received  my  commission  as  a  major-general 
on  the  26th  of  April,  This  was  also  accompanied  at  the  same  time  with 
another  commission  of  inspector-general  of  all  the  armies  of  the  lTnite<.l 
States.  My  salary  was  now  fixed  at  1 6,400  French  livres ;  while,  in 
addition,  my  table  and  all  of  ray  official  staff  were  maintained  free  of 
cost  by  a  commissary  of  our  own,  and  furnished  with  eventhing  need- 
ful. Moreover,  22  horses  for  myself  and  equipage,  1  ca|>t  -rse, 
2  lieutenants,  and  40  dragoons  to  act  as  a  body-guard  wrr'  ^.  i  to 
me  by  Congress.  Furthermore,  my  adjutants  and  officers  received  the 
requisite  number  of  horses  and  servants  commensurate  with  their  mtik. 
I  have  2  adjutant-generals,  2  inspection-adjutants,  and  2  secretaries 
whose  salaries  are  paid  by  Congress.  .  .  . 

Flattering  as  these  decided  marks  of  distinrtion  have  been,  it  only, 
my  friend,  makes  me  the  more  desirous  to  merit  them  A*  far  .•«  my 
mental  faculties  and  bodily  vigor  will  allow,  1  shall  imrrmittinply  de*<e>tc 
them  to  fulfilling  the  demands  of  a  nation  which  has  honored  metnth 
such  great  confidence.     No  difficultit-  hmll, 

nor  can  they,  prevent  my  success      ^  md 

one  eighth  of  the  world  seem  to  tli  .ioc 

to  them.   Thank  God  that  up  to  th.  ,-;  Jieer- 

fuUy  will  I  die  for  a  nation  that  ha»  so  L  i^  confi- 
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Up  ID  4r  pRsoK  tine  aL  ai  mr  midat^JBagi  kstc  prapased 
■rrrriifiiBy.  amd  I  caa  on^  ^at  ^it  trm  reposed  in  ae  lif  ihe  anaj 
JTirwirt  daDr.  I  <jowiiMnifird  liie  1^  wm^  in  liie  im  engagement  of 
tilt  bank  of  KonaKvotii  Iks  veai.  and  was  so  fcaimaic  as  to  tani  the 
4*9  in  oar  favor :  and  ia  aE  the  saDtaDer  o^i^eineBi^  bach  of  Ac  last  and 
prrficnt  campaicDs,  I  faaiY  been  lackr  mongb  to  iavc  al  the  soldiers 
aasicRistoiieiiii<iera>fcannnaiid.  Lag  winttcr  I  cuu^ikiid  the  **  lalkntij 
aad  CanuTT  Tactic&.^  vhic^  wjl  at  oooe  ymiird  and  ptooadgatsed. 

Cooprm  trsrifipd  its  thanks  lo  jbc  boA  b^  a  kner  of  acknoarledg- 
aMtd,  vhich  to  pnbiisfaed  ia  aD  the  aewspapeis,  and  bf  a  pirACUl  of 
tapo  saddBe-horses  and  4000  tibtafeis  (a  thikr  is  5  fine  and  10  soos) ;  and 
MX  OBIT  an*  adNataats,  bnt  even  abt  vn  if  lines,  received  giiiiiitjcs.  ... 

I  aaa  at  present  on  a  toor  oi  iiwpri-tinii  far  the  purpose  not  oidy  of 
fcrieving  afi  the  regiments,  bat  of  intiadodng  the  svsleiB  laid  down  in 
Mjr  tacticsu  Indeed,  mj  friend,  I  have  been  fortnnaie  in  ererjtfaii^  I 
hare  here  undertaken.  I  am  nom  Mth  in  tank  as  general ;  and  if  my 
career  be  not  ended  bj  a  firrer  or  br  half  an  ounce  of  lead,  die  possibili- 
ties are  rast  enoogfa  to  satxs:hr  the  most  ambitioas.  Two  or  three  jears 
oi  toA^  and  then,  my  friend,  too  most  prooiise  to  visit  me  in  Paris ;  and 
there  ve  wiH  discuss  the  question  viiedber  «e  are  to  dine  together  in 

Europe  or  in  America.      Oh  !  mj  dearest  F ,  vbj  have  I  wasted 

ttf  rean  in  such  a  manner  !  Two  jears  of  voik  —  if  one  is  ix>t  afraid 
of  toQ  and  dai^er  —  can  make  a  man  soccessibl.  Experience  has  con- 
▼inced  me  of  ths  ;  nor  can  I  fofgire  mrself  for  mj  past  indolence. 

What  a  beantifbl,  vfaat  a  happy  coontnr  this  b  !  Without  kings,  with- 
out prelates,  without  blood-sockii^  Cumer-generals,  and  witboat  idle 
barons !  Here  everybody  is  prosperoos.  Porerty  is  an  miknown  evil 
Indeed,  I  shook)  become  too  prolix  were  1  to  give  yon  an  account  of 
the  prosperity  and  happiness  of  these  people.  The  accoont  of  them 
by  Abb^  Reynal  is  not  entirely  accurate,  tnt  it  is  the  best.  Read  it 
and  judge  for  yourself.  .  .  . 

...  I  mu»t  candidly  admit  to  yon  that  six  foreign  oflScers  cause  more 
trouMe  to  roc  here  than  two  hundred  .American  ones ;  and  indeed  most 
of  the  foreigners  have  so  utterly  lost  their  credit,  that  it  is  daUy  becom- 
ing more  diflicult  to  emplo>'  foreign  officers.  A  large  number  of  German 
barons  and  French  marquises  have  already  sailed  away ;  and  I  am  always 
nervous  and  apprehensive  when  a  baron  or  a  marquis  aniKxmces  himself. 
While  here  we  are  in  a  republic  ;  and  Mr.  Baron  does  not  count  a  &rthing 
more  than  Mister  Jacob  or  Mister  Peter.     Indeed,  German  and  French 
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noses  can  liardly  accustom  themselves  to  such  a  state  of  things  !  Our 
general  of  artillery  [Knox],  for  instance,  was  a  bookbinder  in  Boston. 
He  is  a  worthy  man,  thoroughly  understands  his  trade,  and  fills  his 
present  position  with  much  credit. 

Baron  von  Kalbe  and  myself  are  now  the  only  foreign  generals  in  the 
United  States  service;  and  Kalbe,  who  has  an  income  of  over  30,000 
livres  in  France,  will  resign  at  the  end  of  this  campaign. 

Finally,  my  friend,  I  will  only  state  to  you  my  prospects  and  then  close 
my  letter.  I  will  finish  the  war  here,  or  it  will  finish  me.  Without  doubt 
England,  at  the  utmost,  can  continue  the  game  but  two  years  longer. 
It  will  then  be  my  care  to  put  the  army  and  the  militia  in  the  thirteen 
provinces  on  a  uniform  and  solid  footing ;  and  this  having  been  accom- 
plished, I  shall  render  an  account  to  Congress  as  to  what  we  owe  each 
other.  My  ability  to  keep  up  my  appointments  on  16,400  livres  is 
assured  to  me  for  life.  Congress  has  promised  me,  not  gifts,  but  a  landed 
estate  either  in  New  Jersey  or  Pennsylvania,  two  of  the  best  provinces. 
A  considerable  pension  from  France,  after  the  (successful)  termination 
of  the  war,  was  pledged  to  me  by  the  French  Court  before  my  departure 
for  America;  besides  which,  I  can  depend  upon  receiving  a  substantial 
gratuity  especially  from  the  thirteen  provinces.  To  acquire  all  this  re- 
quires on  my  part  only  three  years,  at  the  farthest,  of  life,  health,  stead- 
fastness of  purpose  and  courage.  The  first  two  conditions  do  not  depend 
upon  me  :  the  last  two  are  within  my  power  and  control.  And  then,  my 
friend,  when  these  have  been  fulfilled  !  Then  shall  I  see  you  in  Europe  , 
and  then  we  can  talk  the  matter  over,  and  decide  whether  you  shall  in 
future  dine  with  me  in  Paris  or  Philadelphia ! 

Believe  me,  my  friend,  this  globe  of  ours  is  not  so  large  as  we  imagine 
it  1  An  ant  does  not  deser\'e  its  food  if  it  is  too  lazy  to  seek  it  at  the 
other  side  of  its  hill ;  and  I  have  already  wasted  fourteen  years  of  toy 
hfe.  Now,  is  Canada  my  hunting-lodge;  Georgia  my  country-«eal ; 
and  this  strip  of  land  the  eighth  of  the  world.  At  each  of  these  extreme 
ends  an  order  signed  by  me  will  be  executed.  This  is  somewhat  ttfltter- 
ing  to  an  ambitious  man  ;  and  you  can,  therefore,  recognue  your  friead  ! 

When  you  write  to  me,  my  best  of  friends,  address  your  letters  .  .  - 

"To  His  Excellence,  the  honorable  Baron  of  sieiiiieD,  Iwjpectm- 
General  and  Major-General  of  the  Armies  of  the  \Jtt4ied^l»U«  tn  ^torth 
America." 

William  L.  Stone,  translator.  Letter i  of  /ly.v  nan  tfmcm  > 

iM^  thi  American  Revoi niton  (Albanv,  \>  .tsun 
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203.    A  Warning  against  Conciliation  ( 1 778) 

BY   GOVERNOR    PATRICK   HENRY 

No  account  of  the  Revolution  would  be  complete  without  some  quotattkm  fnan 
Patrick  Henry,  the  southern  counterpart  of  Samuel  Adams,  member  of  Congress 
governor,  and  leader  of  the  patriots.  Unfortunately  there  is  no  text  preserved  of  a 
single  one  of  his  glowing  speeches.  The  extract  below,  from  a  letter  to  Richard 
Henry  Lee,  shows  his  spirit :  the  issue  was  a  plan  of  conciliation  proposed  by  Great 
Britain  after  the  French  alliance.  —  Bibliography :  William  Wirt  Henry,  Patritk 
Henry  ;  Moses  Coit  Tyler,  Patrick  Henry  ;  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History, 
VI,  107.  —  Bibliography  of  the  plan  of  conciliation  :  Wharton,  Diplomatic  Corresfam- 
denee,  I,  ch.  iii;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  %  139. 

Williamsburg  June  iS***,  1778. 

BOTH  your  last  letters  came  to  hand  to-day.  I  felt  for  yoo, 
on  seeing  the  order  in  which  the  balloting  placed  the  dele- 
gates in  Congress.  It  is  an  effect  of  that  rancorous  malice,  that  has  so 
long  followed  you,  through  that  arduous  path  of  duty  which  you  have 
invariably  travelled,  since  America  resolved  to  resist  her  oppressors.  Is 
it  any  pleasure  to  you,  to  remark,  that  at  the  same  era  in  which  these 
men  figure  against  you,  public  spirit  seems  to  have  taken  its  flight  from 
Virginia?  It  is  too  much  the  case ;  for  the  quota  of  our  troops  is  not 
half  made  up,  and  no  chance  seems  to  remain  for  completing  it.  The 
Assembly  voted  three  hundred  and  fifty  horse,  and  two  thousand  men, 
to  be  forthwith  raised,  and  to  join  the  grand  army.  Great  bounties  are 
offered,  but  I  fear,  the  only  effect  will  be,  to  expose  our  State  to  con- 
tempt, for  I  believe  no  soldiers  will  enlist,  especially  in  the  infantry. 
Can  you  credit  it ;  no  effort  was  made  for  supporting,  or  restoring  public 
credit !  I  pressed  it  warmly  on  some,  but  in  vain.  This  is  the  reason 
we  get  no  soUiiers.  We  shall  issue  fifty  or  sixty  thousand  dollars  in 
cash,  to  equip  the  cavalry,  and  their  time  is  to  expire  at  Christmas.  I 
believe  they  will  not  be  in  the  field  before  that  time.  Let  not  Congress 
rely  on  Virginia  for  soldiers.  I  tell  you  my  opinion,  they  will  not  be  got 
here  until  a  different  spirit  prevails.  I  look  at  the  past  condition  of 
America,  as  at  a  dreadful  precipice,  from  which  we  have  escaped,  by 
means  of  the  generous  French,  to  whom  I  will  be  everlastingly  bound 
by  the  most  heartfelt  gratitude.  But  I  must  mistake  matters,  if  some 
of  those  men  who  traduce  you,  do  not  prefer  the  offers  of  Britain.  You 
will  have  a  different  game  to  play  now  with  the  commissioners.  How 
comes  Governor  Johnstone  there  ?  I  do  not  see  how  it  comports  with 
his  past  life.    Surely  Congress  will  never  recede  firom  our  French  friends. 
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Salvation  to  America  ilcpends  upon  our  holding  fast  our  attachment  to 
them.  I  shall  dale  our  ruin  from  the  moment  that  it  is  exchanged  for 
anything  Grt-at  Britain  can  say  or  do.  She  can  never  be  cordial  with 
tis.  Baffled,  defeated,  disgraced  by  her  colonies,  she  will  ever  meditate 
revenge.  We  can  find  no  safety  but  in  her  ruin,  or  at  least  in  her 
extreme  humiliation,  which  has  not  happened,  and  cannot  happen  until 
she  is  deluged  with  blood,  or  thoroughly  purged  by  a  revolution,  which 
shall  wipe  from  existence  the  present  king  with  his  connexions,  and  the 
present  system,  with  those  who  aid  and  abet  it.  For  God's  sake,  my 
dear  sir,  quit  not  the  councils  of  your  country,  until  you  see  us  forever 
disjoined  from  Great  Britain.  The  oU  kaven  sfill  waiks.  The  flesh 
poii  qf  Ej^v/f/  are  stiil  savourv  io  degenerate  palates.  Again,  we  are 
undone  if  the  French  alliance  is  not  religiously  observed.  Excuse  my 
freedom.  I  know  your  love  to  our  country,  and  this  is  my  motive. 
May  heaven  give  you  health  and  prosperity. 

Wiiliam  Wirt  Henry,  Patrick  Henry:   Life^  Correspifndence  and  Speeches 
(New  York,  1891),  I,  564-565. 


204.    A  Desperate  Sea-Fight  (1779) 

BY    CAPTAIN    JOHN    PAUL   JONES 

The  capture  of  the  Scrapis  was  the  most  striking  naval  viclory  of  the  wat.  Jones 
was  born  in.  Scotlarnt,  but  had  served  as  a  bnllianl  oflker  in  the  American  navy  from 
its  orfjaitization  in  1775  ('*=*^  ^^'  ^94  above).  —  Biljliography :  VVinsor,  A'tfrraAw 
and  Critunl  flistory,  VI,  568-591 ;  Mackenzie,  Life  of  Paul  Jones  :  Maclay,  United 
States  A'aTv,  1,  114-136. 

ON  the  morning  of  that  dsiy,  the  23d  [September,  1779],  the  brig 
from  Holland  not  being  in  sight,  we  chased  a  brigantine  that 
appeared  laying  to,  to  wnndward.  About  noon,  we  saw  and  chased  a 
larg^  ship  that  appeared  coming  round  Flamborough  Heari,  from  the 
northward,  and  at  the  same  time  1  manne<l  and  armed  one  of  the  pilot 
boats  to  send  in  pursuit  of  the  lirigantine,  which  now  appeared  to  be 
the  vessel  that  I  had  forced  ashore.  Soon  after  this,  a  fleet  of  forty-one 
sail  appeared  off  Flamborough  Head,  bearing  N.  N.  E.  This  induced 
me  to  abandon  the  single  ship  which  had  then  anchored  in  Burlington 
Bay;  I  aSso  called  back  the  pilot  boat,  ami  hoisted  a  signal  fur  a  general 
chase-  When  the  fleet  discovered  us  be:iting  down,  all  the  merchant 
ships  crowded  sail  towards  the  shore.      The  two  ships  of  war  that  pro- 
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tected  the  fleet  at  the  same  ume  steered  from  the  land,  and  made  Hie 
disposition  for  battle.  In  approaching  the  enemy,  I  crowded  erety 
possible  sail,  and  made  the  signal  for  the  line  of  battle,  to  which  the 
Alliance  showed  no  attention.  Earnest  as  I  was  for  the  action,  I  coald 
not  reach  the  commodore's  ship  until  se\en  m  the  evening,  being  then 
within  pistol  shot,  when  he  hailed  the  Bon  Horonie  Richard.  We 
answered  him  by  firing  a  whole  broadside. 

The  battle  being  thus  begun,  was  contintied  with  unremitting  fbry. 
Every  method  was  practised  on  both  sides  to  gain  an  advantage,  and 
rake  each  other  ;  and  I  must  confess  that  the  enemy's  ship,  being  nauch 
more  manageable  than  the  Bon  Homme  Richard,  gained  thereby  sev- 
eral times  an  advantageous  situation,  in  spite  of  my  best  endeavours  to 
prevent  it.  As  I  hati  to  deal  with  an  enemy  of  greatly  superior  force,  I 
was  ondcr  the  necessity  of  closing  with  him,  to  prevent  the  advantage 
which  he  had  over  me  in  point  of  manoeuvre.  It  was  my  intention  to 
lay  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  athwart  the  enemy's  bow;  but  as  that 
operation  required  great  dexterity  in  the  management  of  both  sails  and 
helm,  and  some  of  our  braces  being  shot  away,  it  did  not  exactly  suc- 
ceed to  my  wish-  The  enemy's  bowsprit,  however,  came  over  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard's  poop  by  the  mizen-mast,  and  I  made  both  ships  fast 
together  in  that  situation,  which,  by  the  action  of  the  wind  on  the 
enemy's  sails,  forced  her  stem  close  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard's  bow, 
so  that  the  ships  lay  square  alongside  of  each  other,  the  yanb  being  all 
entangled,  and  the  cannon  of  each  ship  touching  the  opponent's.  When 
this  position  look  place,  it  was  eight  o'clock,  previous  to  which  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  had  received  sundry  eighteen-pound  shots  below  the 
water,  and  leaked  very  much.  My  battery  of  twelve-pounders,  on  which 
I  had  placed  my  chief  dependence,  being  commanded  by  Lieutenant 
Dale  and  Colonel  Weibert,  and  manned  principally  with  American  sea- 
men and  French  volunteers,  was  entirely  silenced  and  abandoned.  As 
to  the  six  old  eighteen-pounders  that  formed  the  battery  of  the  lower 
gim-deck,  they  did  no  ser\'ice  whatever,  except  firing  eight  shot  in  all. 
Two  out  of  three  of  them  burst  at  the  first  fire,  and  killed  alinost  all 
the  men  who  were  stationed  to  manage  them.  Before  this  time,  too, 
Colonel  de  Chamillard,  who  commanded  a  party  of  twenty  soldiers  on 
the  poop,  had  abandoned  that  station  after  having  lost  some  of  his  men. 
I  had  now  only  two  pieces  of  cannon,  (nine- pounders,)  on  the  quarter- 
deck, that  were  not  silenced,  and  not  one  of  the  heavier  cannon  was 
fired  during  the  rest  of  the  action.     The  purser,  M.  Mease,  who  com- 
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manded  the  guns  on  the  quarter-deck,  being  dangerously  wounded  in 
the  head,  I  was  obliged  to  fill  his  place,  and  with  great  difficulty  rallied 
a  few  men,  and  shifted  over  one  of  the  lee  quarter-deck  guns,  so  that 
we  afterwards  played  three  pieces  of  nine- pounders  upon  the  enemy, 
i'he  tops  alone  seconded  the  fire  of  this  little  battery,  and  held  out 
bravely  during  the  whole  of  the  action,  especially  the  main-top,  where 
Lieutenant  Stack  commanded.  I  directed  the  fire  of  one  of  the  three 
cannon  against  the  ma  in- mast,  with  double-headed  shot,  while  the  other 
two  were  exceedingly  well  served  with  grape  and  canister  shot,  to  silence 
the  enemy's  musketry  and  clear  her  decks,  which  was  at  last  effected. 
The  enemy  were,  as  I  have  since  understood,  on  the  instant  of  calling 
for  quarter,  when  the  cowardice  or  treachery  of  three  of  my  under- 
officers  induced  them  to  call  to  the  enemy.  The  English  commodore 
asked  me  if  1  demanded  quarter,  and  I  having  answered  him  in  the 
most  determined  negative,  they  renewed  the  battle  with  double  fliry. 
They  were  unable  to  stand  the  deck  ;  but  the  fire  of  their  cannon,  espe- 
cially the  lower  battery,  which  was  entirely  formed  of  ten-pounders,  was 
incessant ;  both  ships  were  set  on  fire  in  various  places,  and  the  scene 
was  dreadful  beyond  the  reach  of  language.  To  account  for  the  timidity 
of  ray  three  under-officers,  I  mean,  the  gunner,  the  carpenter,  and  ihe 
master-at-arms,  I  must  observe,  that  the  two  first  were  slightly  wounded, 
and,  as  the  ship  had  received  various  shot  under  water,  and  one  of  the 
pumps  being  shot  away,  the  carpenter  expressed  his  fears  that  she  would 
sink,  and  the  other  two  concluded  that  she  was  sinking,  which  occa- 
sioned the  gunner  to  run  aft  on  the  poop,  without  my  knowledge,  to 
strike  the  colours.  Fortunately  for  me,  a  cannon  ball  had  done  that 
before,  by  carrying  away  the  ensign-staff;  he  was  therefore  reduced  to 
the  necessity  of  sinking,  as  he  supposed,  or  of  caUing  for  quarter,  and 
he  preferred  the  latter. 

All  this  time  the  Bon  Homme  Richard  had  sustained  the  action  alone, 
and  the  enemy,  though  much  superior  in  force,  would  have  been  very 
glad  10  ha\'e  got  clear,  as  appears  by  their  own  acknowledgments,  and 
by  their  having  let  go  an  anchor  the  instant  that  I  laid  them  on  board, 
by  which  means  they  would  have  escaped,  had  I  not  made  them  well 
fast  to  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  .  .  , 

.  .  ,  My  situation  was  really  deplorable ;  the  Bon  Homme  Richard 
received  various  shot  under  water  from  the  Alliance  ;  the  leak  gained 
on  the  pumps,  and  the  fire  increased  much  on  lioard  both  ships.  Some 
officers  persuaded   me  to  strike,  of  whose  courage  and  good  sense  I 
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cntextam  a  idcii  opiniao.  M  j  tzcacberoas  mstyrr  at  arwi  iec  ItKWf  afl 
iBj  procwiets  vidioac  orr  kaam^igt^  and  mr  prospects  fwrjBif  gtoocnj 
iadttd,  I  woold  hoc,  bofvever,  ghre  up  the  point.  Tlie  cnrmj's  main- 
onst  began  to  sitake,  their  firing  decreased  hsL,  oars  rather  increased, 
and  the  Bdtish  coloms  were  struck  at  half  an  hoar  past  ten  o'clock. 

Tfas  prize  prored  to  be  the  Britcih  ship  of  war  the  Serapts,  a  new 
ship  of  foctr-ibar  gons,  boik  oo  the  moat  approved  ooostractxm,  with 
two  complete  batteries,  one  ai  them  of  etghteen-poondcrs^  and  com- 
manded bj  the  brave  Coounodoce  Richard  Pearson.  I  had  jet  two 
enemies  to  enconitf  er,  far  more  fcrmidabte  than  the  Britoosi,  I  mean, 
fire  and  water.  The  Seiapis  was  atrarkrd  ooh-  br  the  fiist,  bot  the  Bon 
Homme  Richard  was  assailed  bf  both ;  there  was  five  feet  water  in  the 
hokl,  and  thoogh  it  was  moderate  fiom  the  explosian  d  so  much  gmi- 
powder,  jet  the  tiiree  pomps  that  remained  coakl  with  difficohr  oolj 
keep  the  water  from  gainiiig.  The  fire  broke  oat  in  varioas  parts  of  the 
ship,  in  spite  of  all  the  water  that  coald  be  thrown  in  to  quench  it,  and 
at  length  broke  oat  as  km  as  the  powder  magazine,  and  within  a  few 
inches  of  the  powder.  In  that  dikmma,  I  took  oot  the  powder  npoo 
deck,  readr  to  be  thrown  overboard  at  the  last  extremitv,  and  it  was  ttn 
o'clock  the  next  dar^  the  24th,  before  the  fire  was  entirely  extingoished. 
With  respect  to  the  sitaacion  of  the  Bon  Hoaime  Rkhard,  the  rudder 
was  cut  entireiv  off,  the  stem  frame  and  traisoms  were  afanost  entirely 
cat  away,  and  the  timbers  by  the  lower  deck,  especially  from  the  main- 
mast towards  the  stem,  beii^  gready  decayed  with  age,  were  mangled 
beyond  my  power  of  descripboo,  and  a  person  most  have  been  an  eye 
witness  to  form  a  just  idea  of  the  treroendoos  scene  of  carnage,  wreck, 
and  rain,  which  every  where  appeared.  Hamanity  cannot  bat  recoil 
from  the  prospect  of  such  finished  horror,  and  lament  that  war  should 
be  capable  of  producing  sach  &tal  consequences.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  The  wind  augmented  in  the  night,  and  the  n«ct  day,  the  zsth, 
so  that  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  the  good  old  ship  from  sinkii^. 
They  did  not  abandon  her  tiD  after  nine  o'clock  ;  the  water  was  then  up 
to  the  lower  deck,  and  a  little  after  ten  I  saw,  with  inexpres»ble  grief, 
the  last  glimpse  of  Ihr  Ban  Homme  Richard.  No  li\*es  were  lost  with 
the  ship,  but  it  was  imposible  to  save  the  stores  of  any  sort  whatever. 
I  lost  even  the  best  part  of  my  clothes,  books,  and  papers ;  and  several 
of  my  officers  lost  all  their  clothes  and  effects. 

[Robert  Charles  Sands,  editor].  Ufe  and  Correspondenu  of  Jokm  Pini  Jotus 
(New  York,  \%y>),  180-188  passim. 
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CHAPTER   XXXIII  — CRISIS   IN    DOMESTIC 
AFFAIRS,  1779-1782 

205.    The  Confederation  Incomplete  (1779) 

BY    THE    ASSEMBLY    OF    MARYLAND 

This  remonstrance,  drawn  up  December  15,  1778,  was  presented  to  Congress  bf 
the  Maryland  delegates  on  May  21,  1779;  and  the  state  continued  to  stant)  out  tiil 
January  30,  1781.  The  issue  was  upon  the  lands  acquired  by  the  Rogers  Clark 
expedition  (No.  201  above) ^  and  resulted  in  the  cession  of  the  disputed  territory  by 
Virginia  to  the  United  States,  a  step  which  prepared  the  way  for  a  national  public 
domain.  —  Uibliography  :  AVinsor,  Narrative  ami  Critical  /fistory,  W,  527;  Curtis, 
Htitory  of  the  Conslitulion,  1,  1JI-I4I;  Roosevelt,  Winning  of  the  fVest,  lU ; 
Hinsdale,  O/t^  Xorthiveity  II,  213-2J4  (with  maps);  Channing  and  Mart,  Cuide, 
g§  142,  150.  —  Sec  No.  209  below. 

^E  think  it  our  duty  to  instruct  as  followeth  on  the  subject 
of  the  confederation,  a  subject  in  which,  unfortunately,  a 
supposed  difference  of  interest  has  produced  an  almost  equal  division  of 
sentiments  among  the  several  states  composing  the  union.  We  say  a  sup- 
posed difference  of  interests  ;  for  if  local  altachmenLs  and  prejudices,  and 
the  avarice  and  ambition  of  individuals,  would  give  way  to  the  dictates  of 
a  sound  policy,  founded  on  the  principles  of  justice  (and  no  other  poticy 
but  what  is  founded  on  those  immutable  principles  deserves  to  be  called 
sound)  we  flatter  ourselves,  this  apparent  diversity  of  interests  would 
soon  vanish,  and  all  the  states  would  confederate  on  terms  mutually 
advantageous  to  all  ;  for  they  would  then  perceive  that  no  other  con- 
federation than  one  so  formed  can  l>e  lasting.  Although  the  pressure 
of  immediate  calamities,  the  dread  of  their  continuance  from  the  appear- 
ance of  disunion,  and  some  other  peculiar  circumstances,  may  have 
induced  some  states  to  accede  to  the  present  confederation,  contrary 
to  their  own  interests  and  judgments,  it  requires  no  great  share  of  fore- 
sight to  predict,  that  when  those  causes  cease  to  operate,  the  states 
which  have  thus  acceded  to  the  confederation  will  consider  it  as  no 
longer  binding,  and  will  eagerly  embrace  the  first  occasion  of  asserting 
their  just  rights,  and  securing  their  independence.     Is  it  possible  that 
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those  states  who  are  ambitiotaij  grasping  at  tenritocies,  to  viiich  in.  oar 
judgment  they  have  not  the  least  shadow  of  exdnsive  right,  wOI  use 
with  greater  moderatioa  the  increase  of  wealth  and  power  derired  ftora 
those  territories,  when  acquired,  than  what  they  have  displayed  in  tbeir 
endeavotirs  to  acquire  them?  We  think  not.  We  are  convinced  the 
some  spirit  which  hath  prompted  them  to  insist  on  a  daim  so  eztxanra- 
gsmt,  so  repugnant  to  every  principle  of  jostice,  so  incompadbie  with 
the  general  welfare  of  all  the  Aates,  will  urge  them  on  to  add  oppression 
to  injustice.  If  they  should  not  be  incited  by  a  superiority  of  weakfa 
and  strength  to  oppress  by  open  force  their  leai  weaidiy  and  less  power- 
fiil  neighboura  ;  yet  depopulation  and  conseqnendy  the  impoverishment 
of  those  states  will  necessarily  follow,  which,  by  an  nn&ir  constznction 
e4  the  confederation,  may  be  stripped  of  a  common  interest,  and  the 
common  l>eneiits  derivable  from  the  western  country.  Soppose,  for 
instance,  Virginia  indisputably  possesed  of  the  extensive  and  fertile 
country  to  which  she  has  set  up  a  claim,  what  would  be  the  probable 
consequences  to  Maryland  of  such  an  undisturbed  and  undisputed 
possession  ?    They  cannot  escape  the  least  discerning. 

Virginia,  by  selling  on  the  most  moderate  terms  a  small  proportion  of 
the  lands  in  question,  would  draw  into  her  treasury  vast  sums  of  money  ; 
and  in  proportion  to  the  sums  arising  from  such  rales,  would  be  enat^ed 
to  lessen  her  taxes.  lands  comparatively  cheap,  and  taxes  compara- 
tively low,  with  the  lands  and  taxes  of  an  adjacent  state,  would  quickly 
drain  the  state  thus  disadvantageously  circumstanced  of  its  nK>st  usefiil 
inhabiunts ;  'its  wealth  and  its  consequence  in  the  scale  of  the  con- 
federated states  would  sink  of  course.  A  claim  so  injurious  to  more 
than  one  half,  if  not  to  the  whole  of  the  United  States,  ought  to  be 
supported  by  the  clearest  evidence  of  the  right.  Yet  what  evidences 
of  that  right  have  been  produced  ?  What  arguments  alleged  in  support 
either  of  the  evidence  or  the  right?  None  that  we  have  heard  of 
deserving  a  serious  refutation. 

It  has  been  said,  that  some  of  the  delegates  of  a  neighbouring  state 
have  declared  their  opinion  of  the  impracticability  of  governing  the 
extensive  dominion  claimed  by  that  state.  Hence  also  the  necessity 
was  admitted  of  dividing  its  territory,  and  erecting  a  new  state  under 
the  auspicies  and  direction  of  the  elder,  from  whom  no  doubt  it  would 
receive  its  form  of  government,  to  whom  it  would  be  bound  by  some 
alliance  or  confederacy,  and  by  whose  councils  it  would  be  influenced. 
Such  a  measure,  if  ever  attempted,  would  ceruinly  be  opposed  by  the 
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other  slates  as  inconsistent  with  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  proposed 
confederation.  Should  it  take  place  by  estabhshing  a  sub  confederacy, 
imperium  in  imperio,  the  state  possessed  of  this  extensive  dominion 
must  then  either  submit  to  all  the  inconveniences  of  an  overgrown  and 
un wieldly  government,  or  suffer  the  authority  of  Congress  to  interpose 
at  a  future  time,  and  to  lop  off  a  part  of  its  territory  to  be  erected  into 
a  new  and  free  state,  and  admitted  into  a  confederation  on  such  condi- 
tions as  shall  be  settled  by  nine  states.  If  it  is  necessary  for  the  hap- 
piness and  tranquillity  of  a  state  thus  overgrown,  that  Congress  should 
hereafter  interfere  and  divide  its  territory,  why  is  the  claim  to  that  terri- 
tory now  made,  and  so  pertinaciously  insisted  on?  We  can  suggest  to 
ourselves  but  two  motives  ;  either  the  declaration  of  relinquishing  at 
some  future  period  a  proportion  of  the  country  now  contended  for,  was 
made  to  lull  suspicion  asleep,  and  to  cover  the  designs  of  a  secret  am- 
bition, or,  if  the  thought  was  seriously  entertained,  the  lands  are  now 
claimed  to  reap  an  imme<liate  profit  from  the  sale.  We  are  convinced, 
policy  and  justice  require,  that  a  country  unsettled  at  the  commence- 
ment of  this  war,  claimed  by  the  British  crown,  and  ceded  to  it  by  the 
treaty  of  Paris,  if  wrested  from  the  common  enemy  by  the  blood  and 
treasure  of  the  thirteen  states,  should  be  considered  as  a  common 
property,  subject  to  be  parcelled  out  by  Congress  into  free,  convenient 
and  independent  governments,  in  such  manner  and  at  such  times  as  the 
wisdom  of  that  assembly  shall  hereafter  direct. 

Thus  convinced,  we  should  betray  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our 
constituents,  were  we  to  authorize  you  to  ratify  on  their  behalf  the 
confederation,  unless  it  be  farther  explained.  We  have  coolly  and 
dispassionately  considered  the  subject ;  we  have  weighed  probable  in- 
conveniences and  hardships  against  the  sacrifice  of  just  and  essential 
rights ;  and  do  instruct  you  not  to  agree  to  the  confederation,  unless  an 
article  or  articles  be  added  thereto  in  conformity  with  our  declaration. 
Should  we  succeed  in  obtaining  such  article  or  articles,  then  you  arc 
hereby  fully  empowered  to  accede  to  the  confederation.  .  .  . 

We  have  spoken  with  freedom,  as  becomes  free  men  ;  and  we  sin- 
cerely wish  that  these  our  representations  may  make  such  an  impression 
on  that  assembly  as  to  induce  them  to  make  such  addition  to  the 
articles  of  confederation  as  may  bring  about  a  permanent  union. 

Secret  Journals  of  the  Acts  and  Proceedings  of  Congress  (Boston,  182 1 )»  I, 
434-438  passim. 
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206.    Revolutionary  Finance  (1781) 

BY  GENERAL  GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

This  letter  was  sent  to  John  Laurens,  as  a  basis  of  information  for  bis  miiBioa 
abroad. —  For  Washington,  see  No.  195  above.  —  Bibliography  of  Revolotiooaij 
finance :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History^  VII,  81 ;  W.  G.  Sumner,  fimmm- 
eitr  lAforris]  and  Finances  of  tkt  American  /ievotution  ;  BoUes,  FinaMcial  Hislmj 
of  the  United  States^  I,  1-332;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide^  §151. 

New  Windsor,  15  January,  1781.  .  .  . 

IN  compliance  with  your  request  I  shall  commit  to  writing  the  result 
of  our  conferences  on  the  present  state  of  American  afiairs,  in  which 
I  have  given  you  my  ideas  with  that  freedom  and  explicitness,  which  the 
objects  of  your  commission,  my  entire  confidence  in  you,  and  the 
exigency  demand.    To  me  it  appears  evident : 

I  St.  That,  considering  the  diffused  population  of  these  States,  the 
consequent  difficulty  of  drawing  together  its  resources,  the  composition 
and  temper  of  a  part  of  the  inhabitants,  the  want  of  a  sufficient  stock 
of  national  wealth  as  a  foundation  for  revenue,  and  the  almost  total 
extinction  of  commerce,  the  efforts  we  have  been  compelled  to  make 
for  carrying  on  the  war  have  exceeded  the  natural  abilities  of  this 
country,  and  by  degrees  brought  it  to  a  crisis,  which  renders  immediate 
and  efficacious  succors  from  abroad  indispensable  to  its  safety. 

2dly.  That,  notwithstanding,  from  the  confusion  always  attendant 
on  a  revolution,  from  our  having  had  governments  to  frame  and  every 
species  of  civil  and  military  institutions  to  create,  from  that  inexpe- 
rience in  affairs  necessarily  incident  to  a  nation  in  its  commencement, 
some  errors  may  have  been  committed  in  the  administration  of  our 
finances,  to  which  a  part  of  our  embarrassments  are  to  be  attributed ; 
yet  they  are  principally  to  be  ascribed  to  an  essential  defect  of  means, 
to  the  want  of  a  sufficient  stock  of  wealth,  as  mentioned  in  the  first 
article,  which,  continuing  to  operate,  will  make  it  impossible  by  any 
merely  interior  exertions  to  extricate  ourselves  from  those  embarrass- 
ments, restore  public  credit,  and  furnish  the  funds  requisite  for  the 
support  of  the  war. 

3dly.  That  experience  has  demonstrated  the  impracticability  long  to 
maintain  a  paper  credit  without  funds  for  its  redemption.  The  depre- 
ciation of  our  currency  was  in  the  main  a  necessary  effect  of  the  want  of 
those  funds ;  and  its  restoration  is  impossible  for  the  same  reason,  to 
which  the  general  diffidence  that  has  taken  place  among  the  people 
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is  an  additional  and,  in  the  present  state  of  things,  an  insuperable 
obstacle, 

4th)y.  That  the  mode,  which  for  want  of  money  has  been  substituted 
for  supplying  the  army,  by  assessing  a  proportion  of  the  productions  of 
the  earth,  has  hitherto  been  found  ineffectual,  has  frequently  exposed 
the  army  to  the  most  calamitous  distress,  and,  from  its  novelty  and 
incompatibility  with  ancient  habits,  is  regarded  by  the  people  as  bur- 
thensorae  and  oppressive,  has  excited  serious  discontents,  and  in  some 
places  alarming  symptoms  of  opposition.  This  mode  has,  besides, 
many  particular  inconveniences,  which  contribute  to  make  it  inadequate 
to  our  wants,  and  ineligible  but  as  an  auxiliary. 

5thly.  That,  from  the  best  estimates  of  the  annual  expense  of  the 
war  and  the  annual  revenues  which  these  States  are  capable  of  affording, 
there  is  a  large  balance  to  be  supplied  by  public  credit.  The  resource 
of  domestic  loans  is  inconsiderable,  because  there  are  properly  speak- 
ing few  moneyed  men,  and  the  few  there  are  can  employ  their  money 
more  profitably  otherwise  ;  added  to  which,  the  instability  of  the  cur- 
rency and  the  deficiency  of  funds  have  impaired  the  public  credit. 

6thly.  That  the  patience  of  the  army,  from  an  almost  uninterrupted 
series  of  complicated  distress,  is  now  nearly  exhausted,  and  their  dis- 
contents matured  to  an  extremity,  which  has  recently  had  very  disagree- 
able consequences,  and  which  demonstrates  the  absolute  necessity  of 
speedy  relief,  a  relief  not  within  the  compass  of  our  means.  You  are 
too  well  acquainted  with  all  their  sufferings  for  want  of  clothing,  for 
want  of  provisions,  for  want  of  pay. 

ythly.  That,  the  people  being  dissatisfied  with  the  mode  of  supporting 
the  war,  there  is  cause  to  apprehend,  that  evils  actually  felt  in  the  prose- 
cution may  weaken  those  sentiments  which  began  it,  founded,  not  on 
immediate  sufferings,  but  on  a  speculative  apprehension  of  future  suffer- 
ings from  the  loss  of  their  liberties.  There  is  danger,  that  a  commer- 
cial and  free  people,  little  accustomed  to  heavy  burthens,  pressed  by 
impositions  of  a  new  and  odious  kind,  may  not  make  a  proper  allowance 
for  the  necessity  of  the  conjuncture,  and  may  imagine  they  have  only 
exchanged  one  tyranny  for  another. 

Sthly.  That,  from  all  the  foregoing  considerations  result,  ist,  absolute 
necessity  of  an  immediate,  ample,  and  efficacious  succor  in  money, 
large  enough  to  be  a  foundation  for  substantial  arrangements  of  finance, 
to  revive  public  credit,  and  give  vigor  to  future  operations  ;  zdly.  the 
vast  importance  of  a  decided  effort  of  the  allied  arms  on  this  continent, 
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has  been  made  to  the  court  of  France  to  this  effect.  But  if  the  sending 
so  large  a  succor  in  troops  should  necessarily  diminish  the  pecuniary  aid, 
which  our  allies  may  be  disposed  to  grant,  it  were  preferable  to  diminish 
the  aid  in  men  ;  for  the  same  sum  of  money,  which  would  transport 
from  France  and  maintain  here  a  body  of  troops  with  all  the  necessary 
apparatus,  being  put  into  our  hands  to  be  employed  by  us,  would  serve 
to  give  activity  to  a  larger  force  within  ourselves,  and  its  influence  would 
pen'ade  the  whole  administration. 

1  ithly.  That  no  nation  will  have  it  more  in  its  power  to  repay  what  it 
borrows  than  this.  Our  debts  are  hitherto  small.  The  vast  and  valu- 
able tracts  of  unlocaled  lands,  the  variety  and  fertility  of  ch mates  and 
soils,  the  advantages  of  every  kind  which  we  possess  for  commerce, 
insure  to  this  country  a  rapid  advancement  tn  population  and  prosperity, 
and  a  certainty,  its  independence  being  established,  of  redeeming  in  a 
short  terra  of  years  the  comparatively  inconsiderable  debts  it  may  have 
occasion  to  contract. 

That,  notwithstanding  the  difficulties  under  which  we  labor,  and  the 
inquietudes  prevailing  among  the  people,  there  is  stil!  a  fund  of  inclina- 
tion and  resource  in  the  country,  equal  to  great  and  continued  exer- 
tions, provided  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  stop  the  progress  of  disgust, 
by  changing  the  present  system,  and  adopting  another  more  consonant 
with  the  spirit  of  the  nation,  and  more  capable  of  activity  and  energy 
in  public  measures ;  of  which  a  powerful  succor  of  money  must  be  the 
basis.  The  people  are  discontented ;  but  it  is  with  the  feeble  and 
oppressive  mode  of  conducting  the  war,  not  with  the  war  itself.  They 
are  not  unwilling  to  contribute  to  its  support,  but  they  are  unwilling  to 
do  it  in  a  way  that  renders  private  property  precarious ;  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  fluctuation  of  the  national  currency,  and  of  the 
inability  of  government  to  perform  its  engagements  oftentimes  coercively 
made.  A  large  majority  are  still  firmly  attached  to  the  independence  of 
these  States,  abhor  a  reunion  with  Great  Britain,  and  are  affectionate  to 
the  alliance  with  France ;  but  this  disposition  cannot  supply  the  place 
of  means  customary  and  essential  in  war,  nor  can  we  rely  on  its  duration 
amidst  the  perplexities,  oppressions,  and  misfortunes,  that  attend  the 
want  of  them. 

George  Washington.  IVritings  (edited  by  Worthington  Chauncey  Ford,  New 
York,  etc.,  1891),  IX,  102-109. 
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payment  has  not  been 
made,  and  oi"  which  no 
exact  returns  have  yet 
been  obtained,  together 
with  expenses  of  com- 
missioners and  ministers 
abroad,  estimated  at 


Deduct  for  depreciation  on 
money  borrowed  from  rst 
Sept.  1 777,  to  I st  March, 
1778     . 

Principal  sum  specie 
Due  to  the  army  for  pay 
and  subsistence,  up  to 
the   last   of  December, 
1 780,  estimated 


Due  to  the  civil  officers  of 

government      -  -  9^,9^7 

Besides  the  above » there 
are  large  debts  contracted 
by  the  quartermaster  and 
commissary,  for  part  of 
which  they  have  settled 
with  the  persons  who  have 
furnished  the  supplies,  and 
given  them  certificates, 
bearing  interest,  viz ; 
The  late  quartermaster  has 

returned  debts  settled    -    20,758,850 
Unsettled,  (excluding those 

contracted      in      North 

Carolina,  South  Carolina 

and  Georgia)  estimated 

at         -  •  -    37,149,870 


DoUan. 


1,518,028      6,000,000 


J  60,000 


18,275,478 


883,914 


17^39^1564  An.  Inwitit  1,096,528! 


t, 000,000 


18.391.564 


6oo  Ct^bs  in  Doncsaic  A&nn 


bus  js>  X  u  ««ci£  katsiwa 

WnSc  ITT  VV^CCgH  BT- 
■Tlg13C  33n!iC  JSEn?  GCCfii  OB 

cpfiz.  It  i  »  ae  pre- 
srraeri  trsc  -jre  <^3t»  bf 
rant  OGncrir.tAti  t?  »  i« 

iC<CUt  SO  -  -  •  •  500/100 

TTse  commaaBrT  of   pr:r- 

ot  /i^ctt  d;:-?  ::i  his  de- 

partrn'REC  aniijcacnz  CO  11,339.903 
To    "j:a   3   lo   '^«   added 

miiat    yet     rcmaiaa    of 

the   oifi  r.'iTT'irxrr  inre- 

fitKrn*:fL,  «:ppo*c  -     i6o/x»,ooo 

To  whir.R  our  be  iddnd  for 

navy  debts,  ir.^  for  debo 

diic  in  the  departments 

of   the    board,    of  the 

commissary   general    of 

military  4tr>rcs  and   the 

clothier  general,  esti- 
mated at  -  -       10,702,377 

Total  m  continental  at  75 

for  r  230,000.000   is   3.066,666} 

To  which  added  the  new  money  issued 
m  lieti  of  the  old  which  is  called  in 
and  destroyed  -  -  -  2,000,000 

Total  debts  in  specie  24.05 7. '57} 

Sg£rei  Journals  of  tJu  Acts  and  Frocudings  of  Congrtss  (Boston,  1821),  I, 
189-194. 
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208.    Not  worth  a  Continental  (1781) 


BY  WILLIAM  PYNCHON 


Pynchon  was  a  Salem  gentleman,  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  E&icx  bar,  and  not 
disposed  to  favor  the  Revolution.  I  lis  dtar)*  gives  an  interesting  picture  of  social  and 
business  life  during  the  war.  —  Bibliography  of  Pynchon  :  Introduction  to  the  Diary. 
—  Bihliography  of  paper  money :  Henry  Phillips,  /'a/>er  Curnncy :  Winsor,  A'ar- 
rntijfe  and  Crtticat  Histe>ry,  VII,  13-15  i  Channing  and  Hart,  GuiJe,  §§142,  151. 


[May,  1781]  18. 


T^RIDA  y.  Cloudy.  The  continental  currency, 
-*      old  emission,  passeth  no  more  here. 

19.  Saturday.  Some  take  the  old  emission  on  pretence  of  patri- 
otism. .  .  . 

24.  Thursday.  Fair  and  cool.  Exchange  between  old  eraisston  and 
silver  is  at  150  for  one  ;  at  Boston  at  120  to  140  for  one.  The  jurymen 
in  the  Maritime  Court  here  yesterday  refused  to  give  in  any  more  ver- 
dicts to  the  Court  without  an  assurance  that  they  shall  be  paid  in  new 
emission.  So  !  so  !  so  !  members  of  Congress,  whither  is  your  credit 
going?     Down  hill  surely  ;  but  they  will  bring  it  up  with  a  heavy  tax. 

26.  Saturday.  Cloudy,  but  less  cold  than  yesterday.  It  is  said  that 
Morris,  the  financier,  hath  reported  to  Congress  in  favour  of  hard-money 
currency. 

2  7.  Sunday.  Clear,  and  wind  S.  and  moderate.  Soh  !  sob  !  The 
register,  Pickering,  says  he  is  not  at  liberty  to  record  Mr.  Robie's 
mortgage  deeds  of  his  house  and  land,  which  he  made  for  securing  his 
creditors  in  Kn gland,  Johnson  comes  in  and  says  that  Gibraltar  is  re- 
lieved by  the  English  fleet.  What  ailed  ye  Powers  and  ye  Fleets  of  the 
House  of  Bourbon  that  ye  have  been  so  often  driven  back  by  the  Eng- 
lish,—  that  all  your  attempts  against  Gibraltar  have  hitherto  failed? 

28.  Monday.  Fine,  clear,  and  warm  day.  Exchange  is  now  at  3 
for  one  between  hard  money  and  new  emission,  and  at  ...  .  for  one 
between  hard  money  and  old  emission. 

29.  Tuesday,  A  fine,  warm  day  ;  So.  \V.  wind.  Trade  in  Boston  in 
great  confusion,  almost  stagnated  ;  the  credit  of  the  new  emission  sunk 
30  per  ct.  upon  failure  of  the  old  in  its  credit ;  all  growl ;  some  rave  and 
stamp ;  others  curse  and  swear,  some  at  Congress,  some  at  the  General 
Court,  some  at  Whiggs,  others  at  Tories, —  all  at  the  French.  The 
moderate  Whiggs  express  their  joy  that  Gibraltar  is  relieved  and  the 
siege  raised ;  they  who  trouble  the  waters  first  have  seldom  the  benefit 
of  fishing. 


6o3  Crisis  in  Domestic  A&m  [if«i 

JO.  ff'fidmaJtr.  Ekctkai  Day ;  roy  duk  and  dood  j ;  wind  SL  W. 
No  public  dinDer,  no  pande;  the  most  mbeiaUe  pmrrvjna  ever 
seen.  ,  .  . 

J»9e  a.  SiMJkrdar.  Ooody  and  modoatc  The  umtcUncn  refose 
hSki  ci  the  old  enusBMHi  for  piuiaiuas ;  the  jmymeu  refased  it  at  the 
Xlaiibme  Coon,  here  in  open  Comt ;  the  Judge  dedined  to  take  it : 
and  yti  this  is  oar  e^rahh^hcd  camcncT,  established  by  law !  O  Coq- 
gnsi "  O  k^:shiiors '  O  nMner-oaken  aD !  vhat  xik  ve?  This  dxw 
Skmi  ChandleT  took  Cariion  oa  a  wanant  from  the  Infrfinr  Cioan 
Mguasi  hun  for  a  hoc  in  breaking;  windows,  eac^  at  the  lejoioogii  at  the 
til'iHg  oi  Duiyjfne  ;  he  was  canied  to  the  town  hoase,  and  a  jostioe  was 
sent  for  to  bail  him,  bci  he  depaned.  and  kfi  isseice.  sbai£,  and  al  in 
the  ioich  ;  threats  were  givea  oos  js  the  iai  that  if  he  was  to  be  com 
Mined  the  >lI  wooAd  not  stand  foa^g.     >LKk  the  end :  .  .  . 

9l  Sa^rJm.  A  ine.  fwirayff  ifiar.  Wc  hare  a  ktaer  6001  Jbol  m. 
Caaibrjdtse :  hs  chnai  it  aiKi  he  mcL  Mr-  Goodaie  awi  Hir.  j 
Ward  aoca  true  G-  Coaxt.  Tie  Cciirt  aad  wrnca  *>  the 
icspecinn^  'Oic  cirmor.  ami  caa  -io  aornng  abooc  x  before 
an  aoswer.  A  xw  weeks  x^.  wtio  evea  ieiid  paper  oBcaey  ssc  «o  be  as 
good  as  sl-rer  were  called  Tocaes^.  ^incih*^  20  true  cuuum.  .  .  . 

/ui'y  I.  Sumuay.  A  ane.  vam  -iav.  Mr.  Wiocftrac  md  SU^njit  aod 
CO.  here-  Tbe  Geoerai  Osart  at  H  "ins  -iaT.  a»  we  ^ear.  apoa  iiLinn\ 
of  ^e^tc  importaoce^  ami  reiamig  en  conzress  at  Vaeana,  procsecfinp  as 
10  peac?,  etc.  List  e^euiinj;  )fr.  Foni  was  boned  in  die  chnxchyad. 
Mr.  Barnard  prayed  at  his  ixouse  and  attended  at  me  oinezai :  tiae 
bearers  were  ail  dissencersy  as  I  reniembcT.  .  .  . 

^  Sunday.  Very  hoc  last  oighc  :  iiept  all  hands  with  »imhiws  open, 
mj  hoooored  %if  on  me  door.  Mr.  Higgmson  Xsam.  Boston  says  that 
the  Tiils  ot  me  new  emi^ton  are  to  pass  m  payment  ^A  taxes  at  i^  papo' 
for  one  «Iver  doilar,  or  i  \s.  yi.  paper  for  sx  ';hinmg<  in  aiver^  and  that 
the  jifi  ".mi^sitm  paseeth  no  more,  not  even  iat  pat  mem  of  taxes.  .  .  . 

10.  ytomiay.  Town  meeting  to  raise  ntaore  men,  about  ninety  in  alL 
Rnmuur  mac  <  Jen!  Lee  of  Virginia  is  gone  over  to  the  Regolars.,  Cbnrdt 
meetmic  i*ijoume«i  to  September  i  jtii.  .  .  . 

•o.  Fniiay.  We  retmn  xa  :5alem  with  Mrs.  Mason,  and  Snd  neigh- 
bour Satchel  sreatiy  disttirbe^i  aboat  his  new  chaise,  which  he  lent  mc, 
Foster  not  having  procnreii  him  ooe  to  nde  with  in  my  absence  ;  neither 
moner  nor  conceiswoos  appease  his  piraticai  ire.  From  pmsr-piide. 
<«ood  Lord,  ieiiver  me,  —  and  my  prayer  is  answered. 
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2 1 .  Satuniay.  Fair  day.  A  wine  prize  to  Grand  Turk  comes  in ; 
paper  money,  new  emission,  goes  fast  down  hil!.  .  .  . 

34.  Tuesday.  A  fine  day.  The  market  people  will  not  take  any 
paper  money  for  provisions.  .  .  . 

3 1 ,  Tuesday,  Cloudy  morning.  I  return  by  half  past  eight  o'clock 
from  Maiden,  and  breakfast  at  Salem.  Continental  bills,  whither  is  your 
credit  flown?  And  where  the  credit  of  your  makers  and  creators? 
'*  Oh  ! "  says  Dr.  C,  *'  they  have  answered  well  the  purposes  of  their 
creation :  they  have  supported  the  army  for  some  years,  and  it  is  time 
for  them  to  rest,  being  of  no  more  service.'*  O  pious  doctor,  rare 
Dr.  C.  !  when  fraud  and  deceit  can  no  longer  prevail,  let  them  be  laid 
aside  as  useless.  .  .  . 

[August]  9,  Thursday,  A  fine,  cool  morning ;  very  warm  at  noon. 
Dine  at  the  Fort  on  turtle,- — about  four  persons;  Professor  Williams, 
Mr.  Barnard,  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  Dr.  Whitaker,  the  latter  by  far  the 
strongest  man  ;  he  seized  Esquire  Blaney  and  took  him  up  on  his 
shoulders  and  laid  him  flat  on  his  back  in  a  masterly  manner,  to  the 
entertainment  of  his  parishioners.  "  Aye,"  says  T.  Mason,  "  the  doctor 
is  fit  for  anything ;  he  would  have  made  as  stout  a  sailor  as  any  in  the 
town  of  Saiem  ;  he  is  a  smart  man,  and  fit  for  any  business  j  he  made 
as  gooil  an  agent  for  the  privateers  as  ever  was."  At  about  five  o'clock 
we  sit  down  to  dinner. 

ro.  Friday.  A  fine,  cool  morning.  I  returned  lo  Mr.  Oliver  the 
dollar  which  I  borrowed  of  him  at  the  Fort 

12.  Sunday.  Fair  and  warm.  Mrs.  Ome  and  her  maid  Landor 
come. 

ip  Monday.  Fair  and  cool.  News  that  Mrs.  Fairfield's  son  died 
in  the  prison  ship  at  New  York.  Three  more  privateers  are  taken  and 
carried  to  Halifax.  Mrs.  Cabot  makes  her  will ;  in  it  gives  Titus,  her 
negro,  j£40  and  his  freedom  in  case  he  shall  continue  in  her  service 
henceforth  till  her  death.  Titus  cares  not,  as  he  gets  money  apace, 
being  one  of  the  agents  for  some  of  the  privateers  men,  and  wears  cloth 
shoes,  ru filed  shirts,  silk  breeches  and  stockings,  and  dances  minuets  at 
Commencement ;  it  is  said  he  has  made  more  profits  as  agent  than  Mr. 
Ansil  Alcock  or  Dr.  Whitaker  by  their  agencies.  A  plentiful  rain  last 
night. 

William  Pynchon,  Diary  (edited  by  Fitch  Edward  Oliver,  Boston,  etc.,  2890), 
g^-10^  passim. 
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210.    The  Bank  of  North  America  (1782) 

BY  SUPERINTENDENT  ROBERT  MORRIS 

This  piece  is  a  circular  sent  uut  by  the  head  of  the  treasury  to  the  governors  of 
the  states.  The  bank  was  one  of  Morris's  favorite  devices  for  strengthening  the 
credit  of  the  United  States.  —  Kor  Morris,  see  No.  194  above.  —  Bibliography  of  the 
bank  :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History,  VII,  Si;  W.  G.  Sumner,  financier 
and  finances  ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  |  142, 

Office  of  Finance^  January  Stb,  17S2.  .  .  . 

I  HAVE  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  an  ordinance  passed  by  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled  the  jrst  day  of  December, 
I  78 1 ,  incorporating  the  subscribers  of  the  Bank  of  North  America,  to- 
gether with  sundry  resolutions  recommending  to  the  several  States  to  pass 
such  laws  as  they  may  judge  necessary  for  giving  the  said  ordinance  its 
full  operation.  The  resolutions  of  the  26th  of  May  last  speak  so  clearly 
to  the  pfjints  necessary  to  be  established  by  those  laws,  that  I  need  not 
enlarge  on  Iheni.  Should  anything  more  be  found  necessary  upon  ex- 
perience, the  President  and  Directors  will  no  doubt  make  suitable  appli- 
cations to  Congress,  or  to  the  States  respectively,  as  the  case  may  require. 
It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  this  Bank  com- 
menced its  operations  yesterday,  and  I  am  confident  that  with  proper 
management,  it  will  answer  the  most  sanguine  expectations  of  those  who 
befriend  the  institution.  It  will  facilitate  the  management  of  the  finances 
of  the  United  States.  The  several  States  may»  when  their  respective 
necessities  require,  and  the  abilities  of  the  bank  will  permit,  derive  occa- 
sional advantages  and  accommodations  from  it.  It  will  afford  to  the 
individuals  of  all  the  States  a  medium  for  their  intercourse  with  each 
other,  and  for  the  payment  of  taxes  more  convenient  than  the  precious 
metals,  and  equally  safe.  It  will  have  a  tendency  to  increase  both  the 
internal  and  external  commerce  of  North  America,  and  undoubtedly  will 
be  infinitely  useful  to  all  the  traders  of  every  State  in  the  Union,  pro- 
vided, as  I  have  already  said,  it  is  conducted  on  principles  of  equity, 
justice,  pnidence,  and  economy.  The  present  directors  bear  characters, 
which  cannot  fail  to  inspire  confidence,  and  as  the  corporation  is  amen- 
able to  the  laws,  power  can  neither  sanctify  any  improper  conduct,  nor 
protect  the  guilty.  .  .  . 

Jared  Sparks,  e<litor.  The  Diplomatic  Correspondence  of  tht  American  Revolu- 
tion (Boston,  1S30),  XII,  76-77. 


CHAPTER  XXXIV  — THE  END  OF  THE  WAR, 

1780-1781 

211.    A  Review  of  the  War  ( 1 780-1 781) 

BY  JAMES    MADISON 

Madison  was  at  this  time  a  young  Virginian,  recently  graduated  from  Princeton 
College;  later  he  became  member  of  Congress,  secretary  of  state,  and  president  — 
Bibliography  of  Madison :  Rives,  James  Madison  ;  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical 
History,  VII,  315;  Foster,  Presidential  Administrations,  1 2-1 5.  —  Bibliogrmphy  (rf 
the  southern  campaigns:  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical  History,  VI,  519-555; 
G.  W.  Greene,  Nathanael  Greene;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  140. 

Philadelphia,  July  7,  1781.  .  .  . 

THE  insuperable  difficulties  which  opposed  a  general  conquest  of 
America  seemed  as  early  as  the  year  1779  to  have  been  felt  by 
the  enemy,  and  to  have  led  them  into  the  scheme  of  directing  their 
operations  and  views  against  the  Southern  States  only.  Clinton  accord- 
ingly removed  with  the  principal  part  of  his  force  from  New  York  to 
South  Carolina,  and  laid  siege  to  Charleston,  which,  after  an  honorable 
resistance,  was  compelled  to  surrender  to  a  superiority  of  force.  Our 
loss  in  men,  besides  the  inhabitants  of  the  town,  was  not  less  than  two 
thousand.  Clinton  returned  to  New  York.  Comwallis  was  left  with 
about  five  thousand  troops  to  pursue  his  conquests.  General  Gates  was 
appointed  to  the  command  of  the  Southern  department,  in  place  of 
Lincoln,  who  commanded  in  Charleston  at  the  time  of  its  capitulation. 
He  met  Comwallis  on  the  i6th  of  August,  1780,  near  Camden,  in  the 
upper  part  of  South  Carolina  and  on  the  border  of  North  Carolina.  A 
general  action  ensued,  in  which  the  American  troops  were  defeated 
with  considerable  loss,  though  not  without  making  the  enemy  pay  a  good 
price  for  their  victory.  Comwallis  continued  his  progress  into  North 
Carolina,  but  afterwards  retreated  to  Camden.  The  defeat  of  Gates 
was  followed  by  so  general  a  clamor  against  him,  that  it  was  judged 
expedient  to  recall  him.  Greene  was  sent  to  succeed  in  the  command. 
About  the  time  of  his  arrival  at  the  army,  Comwallis,  having  been  rein- 
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forced  from  New  York,  resamecl  his  enterprise  into  North  Carolina. 
A  detachment  of  his  best  troops  was  totally  defeated  by  Morgan  with 
an  inferior  number,  and  consisting  of  a  major  part  of  mihtia  detached 
from  Greene's  array.  Five  hundred  were  made  prisoners,  between  two 
and  three  hundred  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  the  like  number 
escaped.  This  disaster,  instead  of  checking  the  ardor  of  Cornwallis, 
afforded  a  new  incentive  to  a  rapid  advance,  in  the  hope  of  recovering 
his  prisoners.  The  vigilance  and  activity,  however,  of  Morgan,  secured 
thera.  Comwalhs  continued  his  pursuit  as  far  as  the  Dan  river,  which 
divides  North  Carolina  from  Virginia.  Greene,  whose  inferior  force 
obliged  him  to  recede  this  far  before  the  enemy,  received  such  succors 
of  militia  on  his  entering  Virginia  that  the  chase  was  reversed.  Com- 
wallis,  in  his  turn,  retreated  precipitately.  Greene  overtook  him  on  his 
way  to  Wilmington,  and  attacked  him.  Although  the  ground  was  lost 
on  our  side,  the  British  army  was  so  much  weakened  by  the  loss  of  five 
or  six  hundred  of  their  best  troops,  that  their  retreat  towards  Wilming- 
ton suffered  little  interruption.  Greene  pursued  as  long  as  any  cbance 
of  reaching  his  prey  remained,  and  then,  leavmg  Cornwall  is  on  his  left, 
took  an  oblique  direction  towards  Camden,  which,  with  all  the  other 
posliui  South  Carolina  except  Charleston  and  Ninety-Six,  ha\^,  in  con- 
sequence, fallen  again  into  our  possession.  His  army  lay  before  the 
latter  when  we  last  heard  from  him.  It  contained  seven  or  eight  hun- 
dred men  and  large  quantities  of  stores.  It  is  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
from  Charleston,  and,  without  some  imtoward  accident,  cannot  fail  of 
being  taken.  Greene  has  detachments  all  over  South  Carolina,  some 
of  ihem  within  a  little  distance  of  Charleston  ;  and  the  resentments  of 
the  people  against  their  late  insolent  masters  ensure  him  all  the  aids 
they  can  give  in  re-establishing  the  American  Government  there.  Great 
progress  is  also  making  in  the  redemption  of  Georgia. 

Ai  fioon  as  Comwallis  had  refreshed  his  troops  at  Wilmington,  aban- 
^«»— ^g  his  Southern  conquests  to  their  fate,  he  pushed  forward  mto 
Virginia.  The  parricide  .Arnold  had  a  detachment  at  Portsmouth  when 
he  lay  on  the  Dan  ;  Philips  had  reinforced  him  so  powerfully  from  New 
.York,  that  the  junction  of  the  Xxeo  armies  at  Petersburg  could  not  be 
prevented.  Tlie  whole  force  amounted  to  about  six  thousand  men. 
The  force  under  the  M.ircjuis  Dc  La  Fayette,  who  commanded  in  Vir- 
ginia, being  greatly  inferior,  did  not  oppose  iheni,  but  retreated  into 
Orange  and  Culpefjer  in  order  to  meet  General  Wayne,  who  was  on  his 
way  from  Pennsylvania  to  join  him.     Comwallis  advanced  northward  as 
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sent  by  our  ally  to  our  support  did  not  arrive  till  a  reinforcement  on  the 
part  of  the  enemy  had  counteracied  their  views.  They  have  been  almost 
constantly  blocked  up  at  Rhode  Island  by  the  British  fleet.  The  effects 
of  a  hurricane  in  the  last  spring  on  the  latter  gave  a  temporary  advantage 
to  the  former,  but  circumstances  delayed  the  improvement  of  it  till  the 
critical  season  was  past.  Mr,  Destouches,  who  commanded  the  French 
fleet,  nevertheless  hazarded  an  expedition  into  Chesapeake  bay.  The 
object  of  it  was  to  co-operate  with  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  in  an  attack 
against  Arnold,  who  lay  at  Portsmouth  with  about  fifteen  hundred  British 
troops.  Had  he  got  into  the  bay,  and  taken  a  favorable  station,  the 
event  would  certainly  have  been  adequate  to  our  hopes.  Unfortunately, 
the  British  fleet,  which  followed  the  French  immediately  from  Rhode 
Island,  reached  the  capes  of  Virginia  first.  On  the  arrival  of  the  latter, 
a  regular  and  fair  combat  took  place.  It  lasted  for  several  hours,  and 
ended  rather  in  favor  of  our  allies.  As  the  enemy,  however,  were  nearest 
the  capes,  and  one  of  the  French  ships  had  lost  her  rudder,  and  was 
otherwise  much  damaged,  the  commander  thought  it  best  to  relinquish 
his  object,  and  return  to  his  former  station.  The  damage  sustained  by 
the  enemy,  according  to  their  own  representation,  exceeded  that  of  the 
French  ;  and  as  their  number  of  ships  and  weight  of  metal  were  both 
superior,  it  does  great  honor  to  the  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of  Mr. 
Destouches.  Congress,  and  indeed  the  public  at  large,  were  so  sensible 
of  this,  that  their  particular  thanks  were  given  him  on  the  occasion, 

James  MadhoUf  JL^Uers  and  Other  Writings  (Philadelphia,  1865),  1,  44-49 
passim. 


212.    Affairs  in  the  South  (1780-1 781) 

BY  GENERAL  NATHANAEL  GREENE 

After  the  defeat  of  Gates  at  Camden  in  1 780,  Greene,  a  Rhode  Island  man,  was 
put  in  command.  This  letter,  written  to  President  Reed,  illustrates  the  difficulties  of 
re|;ular  campaigns  in  the  south,  and  aho  bringii  out  the  frightful  border  warfare.  — 
BibhiigTaphy  of  Greene;  G,  W.  Greene,  A'aihanati  Greene.  —  bibliography  of  south- 
ern altairs  as  in  No.  21 1  above. 

Camp  on  the  Pe<iee,  January  9th,  17S1,  .  ,  . 

I  INTENDED  to  have  written  you  before,  but  I  have  been  so  em- 
ploy eil  since  I  left  Philadelphia,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  deny 
myself  the  pleasure  of  writing  to  my  friends,  to  attend  to  the  more 
imtnediate  duties  of  my  department.     On  my  journey  I  visited  the 
z  it 
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IfarHand  and  Mrginu  Assemblies,  and  kid  before  them  the  state  of 
this  amiT,  and  mucd  the  necessitT  of  an  immediate  sappoit.  Thnr 
both  promised  to  do  ererrthing  id  their  power,  bot  soch  vas  their 
porertT,  e^'en  in  their  Capitak,  that  ther  coold  not  fonush  forage  fat 
mr  horses.  I  hare  also  vtinen  to  the  States  oi  Ddavare  and  North 
Carohna,  neither  of  vhicfa  hare  taken  anr  metsmes  jet  for  giring 
efiectiial  aid  to  this  army.  I  left  General  Gist  in  Mairiand,  and  Biron 
Steuben  in  Vuginia,  to  fcrvard  the  recmits  and  soppoes.  Measores 
are  taking  in  Vtrf^inia  vhkrh  promise  ts  some  aid.  thoog^  ^^crr  trifling 
to  what  the>-  ooght  to  give,  and  vhat  oor  stale  req^nres.  AH  tbe  vzr 
^tfough  the  coontiT,  as  1  passed.  I  foand  the  peopie  engaged  in  mtatters 
of  interest  and  in  poisoit  of  plcasore,  almost  regardjess  of  vxsr  daogcr. 
Pobhc  credit  tocalhr  kxst,  and  ererr  man  excrzsing  hioKseif  mxB  gnring 
the  least  aid  to  Government,  finom  an  apprehensioa  that  toer  vocxid  get 
no  return  for  any  ardvaxkcesw  This  afibrded  bat  a  dml  prospect,  nor  has 
it  meoded  since  mr  arriraL 

I  o%ert<x>k  the  army  ax.  Chariocte.  to  vhich  piace  GecenI  Gates  had 
advanced.  The  appearance  of  the  troops  was  wretched  beyond  descrip- 
tiiLm,  and  their  distressy  on  account  of  pronaoccsw  was  licde  less  than 
their  suflering  i^x  want  of  clothing  ami  other  necessaries.  Geoexal 
Gates  had  lost  the  cooddence  of  the  officers^  aai  the  troops  all  their 
discipline,  ami  so  addicted  to  plundering,  that  they  were  a  terror  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  General  and  I  met  upon  Tery  good  terms,  and  parted 
so.  The  old  geodeman  was  in  great  distress,  having  but  just  heard  of 
the  death  uf  his  son  before  my  arrivaL 

The  batde  of  Camden  is  spoken  of  very  differendy  here  to  what  it  is 
to  the  Northwarrj,  antl  as  for  a  regular  retreat,  there  was  none :  every 
man  got  od*  the  ground  in  the  best  manner  he  could.  This  is  the 
account  Colonel  Williams  gives,  who  was  one  of  the  last  on  the  ndd. 
Indeed,  the  whole  business  was  a  short  fight  and  then  a  perfiect  dight. 
and  the  greatest  loss  happened  after  the  troops  broke,  and  attexnptetl 
to  make  their  escape.  From  all  I  can  learn,  if  General  Gates  had 
stopped  at  Charlotte,  litde  more  disgrace  would  have  ^len  to  his  share 
than  is  common  to  the  unfortunate.  Generals  Gates  and  Smallwood 
were  not  upon  good  terms ;  the  former  suspecteti  the  latter  of  ha^-ing 
an  intention  to  supplant  him.  Some  think  General  Gates's  suspicions 
were  gnjundless,  and  had  no  other  foundation  but  the  General's  own 
imagination.  Others  are  of  opinion  that  they  were  well  founded,  and 
my  appointment  was  a  great  disappointment  as  w^  as  mortification 
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to  Small  wood.  How  the  matter  was  I  know  not.  The  General  (Small- 
wood)  is  gone  to  the  Northward,  having  declared,  for  reasons,  that  he 
could  not  think  of  submitting  to  the  command  of  Baron  Steuben,  and 
that  if  justice  was  done  him  and  the  State,  his  commission  would  be 
dated  at  least  two  years  earlier  than  his  appointment.  I  expostulated 
with  him  upon  the  impossibility  of  the  thing,  let  his  private  merit  be 
ever  so  great,  but  it  was  all  to  no  purpose.  He  was  fixed  in  the  princi- 
ple, and  determined  upon  the  measure.  He  has  many  enemies  in  the 
Maryland  line,  but  upon  the  whole  I  think  him  a  sensible  man  and  a 
good  .officer. 

The  wants  of  this  army  are  so  numerous  and  various,  that  the  shortest 
way  of  teHing  you  is  to  inform  you  that  we  have  nothing,  as  General  Du 
Portail  can  inform  you  from  his  own  observation.  The  great  departments 
of  the  array  had  nobody  at  the  head  of  them,  fit  to  provide  in  a  country 
like  this  for  a  sergeant's  party.  I  have  got  Colonel  Carrington  to  accept 
of  the  Quartermaster-Generars  department,  and  am  in  hopes  of  getting 
a  good  man  at  the  head  of  the  Commissaries,  without  which  I  foresee 
we  must  starve.  I  am  endeavouring  to  bring  everything  into  order,  and 
perfect  our  arrangements  as  much  as  possible,  but  it  is  all  an  up-hill 
business. 

The  loss  of  our  army  in  Charleston,  and  the  defeat  of  General  Gales 
has  been  the  cause  of  keeping  such  vast  shoals  of  militia  on  foot,  who, 
hke  the  locusts  of  Egypt,  have  eaten  up  everything,  and  the  expense 
has  been  so  enormous,  that  it  has  ruined  the  currency  of  the  State. 
It  is  my  opinion  there  is  no  one  thing  upon  the  Continent  that  wants 
regulating  so  much,  as  the  right  which  the  Slates  exercise  of  keeping 
what  militia  on  foot  they  please  at  the  Continental  expense.  I  am 
persuaded  North  Carolina  has  militia  enough  to  swallow  up  all  the 
revenues  of  .America,  especiaHy  under  their  imperfect  arrangements, 
where  every  man  draws  and  wastes  as  much  as  he  pleases.  The  country 
is  so  extensive  and  the  powers  of  Government  so  weak,  that  everybody 
does  as  he  pleases.  The  inhabitants  are  much  divided  in  their  political 
sentiments,  and  the  Whigs  and  Tories  pursue  each  other  with  little  less 
than  savage  fury.  The  back-country  people  are  bold  and  daring  in  their 
make,  but  the  people  upon  the  sea-shore  are  sickly  and  but  indifferent 
militia.  The  ruin  of  the  State  is  inevitable  if  there  are  such  large  bodies 
of  militia  kept  on  foot.  No  army  can  subsist  in  the  country  long  if  the 
ravages  continue.  Indeed,  unless  this  army  is  better  supported  than  I 
see  any  prospect  of,  the  Country  is  lost  beyond  redemption,  for  it  is 
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mmpcmibif  tor  the  people  to  tUi^ggfe  sack  luagu 

■PDan  tflis  tiBXTtcr;  the  ftUcuglli  <ud  icsovces  of  tise  Cobdcit  stc  fiv 
oremted,  and  tfaosc  who  aie  cag^gcd  m  das  ^^p******,  to  mdnHpr  their 
pride,  win  sacrifice  dieir  Coobiit.  The  tnhahiunts  are  ln^jMu^g  to 
■love  ofl  in  gieat  bodies,  and  nnkas  a  firmer  barrier  can  be  iacoMd,  this 
qnaitcr  wffl  be  all  depopulated.  We  are  liring  opon  ciuiitT,  and  sobsst 
bv  daihr  ocAectiont.  Itwiiaw  meal  and  beef  is  onr  *•»»— ■■■<i^i  <Hff^  «i*H 
not  a  drop  of  spirits  hare  we  had  with  as  since  I  came  to  the  arm j. 
An  armj  naked  and  sabsisted  in  this  manner,  and  not  more  than  one- 
third  equal  to  the  enennr  in  nnmbeis,  will  make  bat  a  poor  fig^t,  cspe- 
daflj  as  one  has  been  accostomed  to  rictocy  and  the  odicr  to  fli^L 
It  is  diflicolt  to  gire  spirits  to  troops  diat  hare  nothing  to  animate  them. 

I  hare  been  obliged  to  take  an  entire  new  position  with  the  aimy. 
General  Morgan  is  upon  Broad  Rirer  with  a  little  Axing  anuT,  and 
Cokmel  Washington  since  his  arrival  there  has  defeated  a  portr  of  Tories, 
the  porticalars  of  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  too  to  the  President  of 
Congress  for.  This  Camp  I  mean  as  a  Camp  of  repose,  for  the  purpose  of 
repairing  oar  wagoos,  recruiting  our  horses,  and  disdphning  the  troops. 

Colonel  Lee  has  just  arrived,  and  his  corps  is  in  good  order,  and  I 
am  told  (Jokmel  Greene  from  Virginia  is  at  hand. 

General  Lesly  with  his  detachment  has  arrived  at  Camden,  and  we 
have  reports  tnat  another  is  coming. 

WDliam  B.  Reed,  Lt/e  and  CorrespotuUnu  of  Joseph  Retd  (Philadelphia, 
i«47)»  II»  344-346. 


213.  Exploits  of  Dc  Grasse  in  the  West  Indies  ( 1 78 1 ) 

ANONYMOUS 

(AxoinrMocs  Tkaxslation) 

Tbi*  account,  written  bf  an  officer  who  made  the  cmise  described,  relates  to  the 
one  perirKl  in  the  war  between  France  and  England  when  the  English  lost  control  of 
the  West  Indian  waters.  The  capture  of  Comwallis  (No.  214)  was  thns  made  possible. 
—  Bikliugraphjr :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critital  History^  VI,  499-502;  Oianning 
and  Hart,  Guide,  f  140. 

THE  thirteen  United  States  of  North  America  had  declared  them- 
selves sovereign  and  independent  in  1 776.     So  £ar  were  they  from 
being  so  in  1781,  that  those  in  the  soath  were  on  the  point  of  being 
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compelled  to  acknowledge  iheir  former  master,  which  would  have  ren- 
dered the  liberty  of  the  others  very  uncertain.  Nevertheless,  England, 
at  the  close  of  1782,  declared  ihem  all  free. 

The  relation  of  these  successes  forms  part  of  the  campaign  of  the 
Count  de  Grasse.  In  this  view  it  is  offered  entire  to  the  public,  as  the 
check  which  the  arras  of  France  sustained  on  the  12th  of  April,  178a, 
did  not  embolden  England  to  continue  her  non- recognition  of  the 
sovereignty  of  the  United  States;  the  advantages  obtained  in  1781, 
roust,  therefore,  have  established  it  beyond  peradventure. 

The  events  of  1780,  and  of  the  first  months  of  1781,  had  not  even 
prepared  those  of  the  rest  of  that  year  and  of  the  early  months  of  the 
next.  In  1780,  the  fleet  of  the  two  i>owers  had  fought  no  less  than 
three  times,  without  obtaining  any  decisive  advantage.  The  empire  of 
the  West  India  waters  remained  unsettled,  and  no  enterprise  was  under- 
taken on  either  side  before  wintering.  .  .  . 

'  Such  was  the  situation  of  the  belligerent  parties  in  America,  when 
the  Count  de  Grasse  was  appointed  to  command  the  king's  naval  forces 
in  that  part  of  the  world.  .  .  .  the  Count  de  Grasse,  who  had  reached 
Paris,  February  1st,  left  the  i8th,  and  arrived  at  Brest  on  the  26th. 

There  a  considerable  squadron  was  preparing,  which  was  to  escort  a 
convoy  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  sail,  with  a  reinforcement  of  troops  .  .  . 
and  the  fleet  and  convoy  set  sail,  March  aad,  with  a  favorable  wind,  in 
spite  of  the  equinox. 

We  doubled  the  cape  on  the  27th ;  and  then,  to  keep  the  convoy 
always  together,  and  to  prevent  the  saihng  of  the  slow  craf'  +  urd- 

ing  that  of  the  rest,  the  admiral  had  them  towed  by  hi  tiiiag 

one  himself. 

Thanks  to  this  precaution,  in  thirty-six  days  the  floaloMtf'^ie  whoie 
convoy  (an  unheard  of  thing  till  then  for  so  manv  vessels t.-CHM  4it 
day-break,  on  the  28th  of  .\pril,  in  sight  of  the  land  of  Martinique. 

.  .  .  at  1 1 ,  an  English  frigate  was  perceived  making  Bif  na^  *iirt  ^ 
2  o'clock  twenty-two  hostile  sails  were  i 
...  17  vessels  of  the  line  and  hve  fiigifteftiiad;?: 
blockaded  the  roadstead  of  Fort  Royal  and  the  four  ¥mmsiK^mmmch 
anchored  there  ;  the  latter  had  orders,  dunag  tktejcmmtt  ofcliM^BBhl* 
to  hoist  sail  the  next  numiiog  and  attack  tn 
scpiadron,  as  soon  as  they  law^bedBttB 

On  the  29th,  in  the  iB(BMqK^«teMiM^«naMpilbiMBa«oy.  fltoerei: 
for  Fort  Royal ;  at  S  o'nJTinthir-aaiiiilt^^MiiiBii^wi  liBiirtliiH,^ 
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at  noon  the  French  fleet  was  on  the  beam  of  the  English  flagship. 
The  English  began  a  very  distant  fire,  to  which  the  French  paid  no 
attention  till  the  English  bullets  went  far  beyond  them.  The  convoy 
had  lain  to  the  windward  of  Diamond  Rock,  and  when  the  action  began 
it  continued  its  route  to  its  destination,  without  the  loss  of  a  single  vessel 
from  its  leaving  Brest. 

The  English  fleet,  while  fighting*  crowded  sail ;  the  admiral  sent 
orders  by  the  frigates  for  each  French  vessel  to  engage  the  Enghsh 
vessel  opposite,  and  for  the  surplus  with  the  four  vessels  from  the  road- 
stead of  Fort  Royal,  as  a  light  squadron  to  turn  the  English  Une  and 
get  it  between  two  fires.  This  order  was  not  executed.  Of  the  English 
fleet  only  three  vessels  of  the  rear  guard  were  ever  engaged,  because 
the  French  van  which  served  as  rear  guard,  Instead  of  bearing  down, 
acconling  to  all  the  signals,  kept  the  wind  constantfy  mlh  light  sails, 
while,  on  the  contrary,  the  rear  guard  became  van,  bore  down  on  the 
enemy  and  engaged  them  vigorously.  ThUs  the  English  fleet  could 
always  bear  away  in  order;  and  at  six  o'clock  there  were  only  thirteen 
out  of  the  twenty-four  French  vessels  in  pursuit  of  the  seventeen  English  ; 
these  covered  the  retreat  of  the  Russriiy  74,  which  then  ran  before  the 
wind  to  St.  Eustatius,  where  it  arrived  with  seven  feet  of  water  in  the 
hold,  and  much  cut  up  ;  the  Centaur^  the  Torba}\  the  Intrepide^  were 
not  less  so,  .  .  . 

The  naval  and  military  commanders  lost  no  lime  in  their  operations  ; 
it  seems  that  they  wished  to  undertake  nothing  the  execution  of  which 
was  not  certain,  before  the  ist  of  Juty,  since  they  decided  to  attack  the 
isle  of  Tobago,  the  only  one  that  interrupted  the  communication  of  the 
French  Windward  Isles  with  the  Spanish  mainland.  This  communica- 
tion, established  from  isle  to  isle,  secured  fresh  provisions,  not  abundant 
on  the  islands,  and  deprived  the  hostile  cruisers  of  all  refuge  in  those 
ports.  ... 

The  enemy  were  still  at  St.  Christopher's ;  but  on  the  a  ad  news  came 
that  they  had  sailed  and  were  manceuvring  to  windward.  The  French 
fleet  again  set  sail  on  the  25th,  to  go  and  cover  the  attack  on  Tobago. 
The  French  had  landed  there  on  the  24th,  and  the  artillery  of  the  vessels 
had  soon  silenced  the  batteries  which  defended  the  anchorage  ;  the 
fleet  came  in  sight  of  the  island  on  the  50th ;  it  perceived  six  hostile 
vessels  with  a  convoy,  destined,  doubtless,  to  carry  in  supplies  ;  but  they 
renounced  their  project  by  a  prompt  flight.  On  the  31st  the  fleet 
landed  the  Marquis  de  Bouill^,  with  a  corps  of  troops,  at  Courland  Bay, 
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and  on  the  ist  of  June,  the  Marquis  du  Chilleau,  with  other  troops,  at 
Man  of  War's  Bay.  .  .  . 

On  arriving  at  the  cape^  the  admiral  found  the  frigate  Concorde ^  from 
North  America,  The  news  spread  that  I  he  dispatches  of  the  naval  and 
military  commanders,  and  those  of  the  envoy  of  France,  at  Philadelphia, 
joined  in  assuring  him  that,  without  a  prompt  relief  of  vessels,  men, 
money  and  ammimition,  Virginia  would  fall  again  under  the  English 
yoke  ;  and  that  the  French  army  had  pay  only  to  the  20th  of  August. 
These  fears  and  these  wants  were  set  forth  without  fixed  projects  to 
remedy  them  ;  they  left  the  admiral  a  choice  only  between  an  attack 
on  New  York  by  sea  and  by  land,  or  to  transfer  the  theatre  of  war  to 
Virginia  by  a  sudden  occupation  of  Chesapeake  Bay  with  sufficient  naval 
forces.  For  either  plan,  nothing  less  was  asked  than  a  reinforcement 
of  6000  men,  1,200,000  livres  in  specie,  munitions  in  proportion,  and 
all  in  the  course  of  August ;  without  all  this  relief,  the  most  disastrous 
events  were  menaced.  The  admiral's  reply  was  expected  by  the  same 
frigate.  .  .  . 

On  the  30th  of  August  Cape  Henry  was  discovered  N.  W.  \  W. 
Chesapeake  Bay  was  reconnoitred,  and  the  fleet  anchored  behind  Cape 
Henry  on  the  31st.  Thus,  on  the  day  named.  Lord  Cornwallis  could 
no  longer  hope  to  return  to  New  York,  or  derive  any  aid  from  there. 

Jourtml  of  an  Officer  in  the  Naval  Army  in  America^  in  ijSt  and  1781 
(Amsterdam,  1783)  ;  reprinted  in  The  Operations  of  the  French  fleet  under 
the  Count  De  Grasse  in  1781-2  (Bradford  Club  Series,  No.  3^  New  York, 
1 864),  1 37^1 53  passim. 


2 1 4.    The  Capitulation  of  Yorktown  (1781) 

BY    LIEUTENANT-GENERAL    CHARLES,    MARQUIS    CORNWALLIS 

Out  of  the  many  journals  aiuJ  letters  by  pftrticipants  in  the  Virginia  campaign, 
this  letter,  addressed  to  Sir  Henry  Hinton,  has  been  chosen,  as  the  official  slatcmenl 
of  the  fJefeated  general.  —  Hildit^graphy  of  Cornwallis  :  Winsor,  iVarraiive  and  Criti- 
eai  History^  VI,  474.  —  Bibliography  of  the  campaign  :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Critical 
History,  VI,  547-551 ;  Channing  and  Hart,  Guide,  §  140. 

Yorktown,  Virginia,  Oct.  20,  178 1.  .  .  . 

I  HAVE  the  mortification  to  inform  your  Excellency  that  I  have  been 
forced  to  give  up  the  posts  of  York  and  Gloucester,  and  to  surrender 
the  troops  under  my  command,  by  capitulation,  on  the  19th  instant,  as 
prisoners  of  war  to  the  combined  forces  of  America  and  France. 
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I  never  saw  this  post  in  a  very  favourable  light,  but  when  I  found  I 
was  to  be  attacked  in  it  in  so  unprepared  a  state,  by  so  powerful  an 
army  and  artillery,  nothing  but  the  hopes  of  relief  would  have  induced 
me  to  attempt  lis  defence,  for  I  would  either  have  endeavoured  to 
escape  to  New  York  by  rapid  marches  from  the  (Jloucester  side,  imme- 
iliately  on  the  arrival  of  General  Washington's  troops  at  Williamsburg, 
or  I  would,  notwithstanding  the  disparity  of  numbers,  have  attacked 
them  in  the  open  field,  where  it  might  have  been  just  possible  tlial 
fortune  would  have  favoured  the  gallantry  of  the  handful  of  troops  under 
my  command,  but  being  assured  by  your  Excellency's  letters  that  every 
possible  means  would  be  tried  by  the  navy  and  army  to  relieve  us,  I 
could  not  think  myself  at  liberty  to  venture  upon  either  of  those  des- 
perate attempts  ;  therefore,  after  remaining  for  two  days  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion in  front  of  this  place  in  hopes  of  being  attacked,  upon  observing 
that  the  enemy  were  taking  measures  which  could  not  fail  of  turning  ray 
left  flank  in  a  short  time,  and  receiving  on  the  second  evening  yotir 
letter  of  the  24th  of  September,  informing  me  that  the  relief  would  sail 
about  the  5th  of  October,  I  withdrew  within  the  works  on  the  night  of 
the  29th  of  September,  hoping  by  the  labour  and  firmness  of  the  soldiers 
to  protract  the  defence  until  you  could  arrive.  Everything  was  to  be 
ex[>ected  from  the  spirit  of  the  troops,  but  every  disadvantage  attended 
their  labour,  as  the  works  were  to  be  continued  under  the  enemy's  fire, 
and  our  stock  of  intrenching  tools,  which  did  not  much  exceed  400 
when  we  began  to  work  in  the  latter  end  of  August,  was  now  much 
diminished. 

The  enemy  broke  ground  on  the  night  of  the  3olh,  and  constructed 
on  that  night,  and  the  two  following  days  and  nights,  two  redoubts, 
which,  with  some  works  that  had  belonged  to  our  outward  position, 
occupied  a  gorge  between  two  creeks  or  ravines,  which  come  from  ibc 
river  on  each  side  of  the  town.  On  the  night  of  the  6th  of  October  they 
made  their  first  parallel,  extending  from  its  right  on  the  river,  to  a  deep 
ravine  on  the  left,  nearly  opposite  to  the  centre  of  this  place,  and  em- 
bracing our  whole  left  at  a  distance  of  600  yards.  Having  perfected 
this  parallel,  their  batteries  opened  qn  the  evening  of  the  9th  against 
our  left,  and  other  batteries  fired  at  the  same  time  against  a  redoubt 
advanced  over  the  creek  upon  our  right,  and  defended  by  about  lao 
men  of  the  23rd  Regiment  and  marines,  who  maintained  that  pKJSt  with 
uncjmmon  gallantry.  The  fire  continue  1  incessant  from  heavy  cannon, 
and  from  mortars  and  howitzers  throwing  shells  from  8  to  t6  inches, 
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until  all  our  guns  on  the  left  were  silenced,  our  work  much  damaged, 
and  our  loss  of  men  considerable.  On  the  night  of  the  1  ith  they  began 
their  second  parallel,  about  300  yards  nearer  to  us.  The  troops  being 
much  weakened  by  sickness,  as  well  as  by  the  fire  of  the  besiegers,  and 
observing  that  the  enemy  had  not  only  secured  their  flanks,  but  pro- 
ceeded in  every  respect  with  the  utmost  regularity  and  caution,  I  could 
not  venture  so  large  sorties  as  lo  hope  from  them  any  considerable 
effect,  but  otherwise,  I  did  everything  in  my  power  to  interrupt  this 
work  by  opening  new  embrasures  for  guns  and  keeping  up  a  constant 
fire  from  all  the  howitzers  and  small  mortars  that  we  could  man.  On 
the  evening  of  the  i4lh  they  assaulted  and  carried  two  redoubts  that 
had  been  advanced  about  300  yards  for  the  purpose  of  delaying  their 
approaches,  and  covering  our  left  flank,  and  during  the  night  included 
them  in  their  second  parallel,  on  which  they  continued  to  work  with  the 
utmost  exertion.  Being  perfectly  sensible  that  our  works  could  not 
stand  many  hours  after  the  opening  of  the  batteries  of  that  parallel,  we 
not  only  continued  a  constant  fire  with  all  our  mortars  and  every  gun 
that  could  be  brought  to  l>ear  upon  it,  but  a  little  before  daybreak  on 
the  morning  of  the  i6th,  I  ordered  a  sortie  of  about  350  men,  unrler 
the  direction  of  Lieut. -Colonel  Abercrombie,  to  attack  two  batteries 
which  appeared  to  be  in  the  greatest  forwardness,  and  to  spike  the  guns. 
A  detachment  of  Guards  with  the  8oth  company  of  Grenadiers,  under 
the  command  of  Lieut.-Colonel  Lake,  attacked  the  one,  and  one  of  tight 
infantry,  under  the  command  of  Major  Armstrong,  attacked  the  other, 
and  both  succeeded  in  forcing  the  redoubts  that  covered  them»  spiking 
1 1  guns,  and  killing  or  wounding  about  100  of  the  French  troops,  who 
had  the  guard  of  that  part  of  the  trenches,  and  with  little  loss  on  our 
side.  This  action^  though  extremely  honourable  to  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  executed  it,  proved  of  little  public  advantage,  for  the 
cannon  having  been  spiked  in  a  hurry,  were  soon  rendered  fit  for 
service  again,  and  before  dark  the  whole  parallel  and  batteries  appeared 
lo  be  nearly  complete.  At  this  time  we  knew  that  there  was  no  part 
of  the  whole  front  attacked  on  which  we  could  show  a  single  gun,  and 
our  shells  were  nearly  expended.  I,  therefore,  had  only  to  choose 
between  preparing  to  surrender  next  day,  or  endeavouring  to  get  off 
with  the  greatest  part  of  the  troops,  and  I  determined  to  attempt  the 
latter.  ...  In  this  situation,  with  my  little  force  divided,  the  enemy's 
batteries  opened  at  daybreak.  The  passage  between  this  place  and 
Gloucester  was  much  exposed,  but  the  boats  having  now  returned,  they 
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were  ordered  to  bring  back  the  troops  tbat  had  passed  during  the 
night,  and  they  joined  us  in  the  forenoon  without  much  loss.  Our 
works,  in  the  mean  time,  were  going  to  ruin,  and  not  having  been  able 
to  strengthen  them  by  an  abattis,  nor  in  any  other  manner  but  by  a 
slight  fraizing,  which  the  enemy's  artillery  were  demolishing  w^herever 
they  fired,  my  opinion  entirely  coincided  with  that  of  the  engineer  and 
principal  officers  of  the  army,  Ihat  ihey  were  in  many  places  assailable 
in  the  forenoon,  and  that  by  the  continuance  of  the  same  fire  for  a  few 
hours  longer,  they  would  be  in  such  a  state  as  to  render  it  desperate, 
with  our  numbers,  to  attempt  to  maintain  them.  We  at  that  time  could 
not  fire  a  single  gun  ;  only  one  8- inch  and  little  more  than  loo  Cohorn 
shells  remained.  A  diversion  by  the  French  ships  of  war  that  lay  at  the 
mouth  of  York  River  was  to  be  expected.  Our  numbers  had  been 
diminished  by  the  enemy's  fire^  but  particularly  by  sickness,  and  the 
strength  and  spirits  of  those  in  the  works  were  much  exhausted,  by  the 
fatigue  of  constant  watching  and  unremitting  iluty.  Under  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, I  thought  it  would  have  been  wanton  and  inhuman  to  the 
last  degree  to  sacrifice  the  lives  of  this  small  body  of  gallant  soldiers, 
who  had  ever  behaved  with  so  much  fidelity  and  courage,  by  exi)osing 
them  to  an  assault  which,  from  the  numbers  and  precautions  of  the 
enemy,  could  not  fail  to  succeed.  I  therefore  proposed  to  capitulate  ; 
and  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Excellency  the  copy  of  the 
correspondence  between  General  Washington  and  me  on  that  subject, 
and  the  terms  of  capitulation  agreed  upon.  I  sincerely  lament  that 
better  could  not  be  obtained,  but  I  have  neglected  nothiing  in  my  power 
to  alleviate  the  misfortune  and  distress  of  both  officers  and  soldiers. 
The  men  are  well  clothed  and  provided  with  necessaries,  and  I  trust  will 
be  regularly  supplied  by  the  means  of  the  officers  that  are  permitted  to 
remain  with  them.  The  treatment,  in  general,  that  we  have  received 
from  the  enemy  since  our  surrender  has  been  perfectly  good  and  proper, 
but  the  kindness  and  attention  that  has  been  shown  to  us  by  the  French 
officers  in  particular  —  their  delicate  sensibility  of  our  situation  —  their 
generous  and  pressing  olTer  of  money,  both  public  and  private,  to  any 
amount  —  has  really  gone  beyond  what  I  can  possibly  describe,  and 
will,  I  hope,  make  an  impression  on  the  breast  of  every  British  officer, 
whenever  the  fortune  of  war  should  put  any  of  them  into  our  power. 

Charies,  First  Marquis  Cornwallis,  Correspondence  (edited  by  Charles  Ross, 
London,  1859),  I,  Appendix,  ^io-^\z passim. 
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CHAPTER   XXXV— PEACE 
215,    **The  Sudden  Change  of  Sentiments'* 

(.781-.782) 

BY    KING   GEORGE  THIRD 

Throughout  the  war  there  was  a  vigoTous  opposition  in  Parliament  which  protested 
against  the  justice  and  cnpcdi«ncy  of  the  cantest;  and  after  France  and  Spain  bnth 
declarcfi  war  on  England,  in  1778  and  1779,  this  opposition  strengthened.  The 
defeat  of  Cornwallis  was  practically  the  end  of  hostilities;  and  the  wrath  of  the  king 
is  shown  in  this  correspondence.  —  For  George  III,  see  No.  r  jo  above.  —  Bibliography 
of  the  treaties  of  1782  and  1783  :  Winsor,  Narrative  and  Crideal  History,  VII,  165- 
174;  Wharton,  Difiiomatic  CorrespondeHce^  I,  ch.  xxi,  V,  228-276;  Channing  and 
Hartj  Guide,  $  141. 

Windsor,  June  13th,  1781, 
25  min.  pt.  7  am. 

IT  is  difficult  to  express  which  appears  more  stronglyj^  the  manly  forti- 
tude of  the  great  majority  last  night  in  rejecting  the  hacknied  ques- 
tion of  a  Committee  for  considering  the  American  war,  or  the  impudence 
of  the  minority  in  again  bringing  it  forward ;  for  whoever  the  most 
ardently  wishes  for  peace  must  feel  that  every  repetition  of  this  question 
in  Parliament  only  makes  the  rebels  and  the  Bourbon  family  more  desir- 
ous of  continuing  the  war,  from  the  hopes  of  tiring  out  this  country. 
We  have  it  not  at  this  hour  in  our  power  to  make  peace  ;  it  is  by  steadi- 
ness and  exertions  that  we  are  to  get  into  a  situation  to  effect  it ',  and 
with  the  assistance  of  Divine  Providence  I  am  confident  we  shall  soon 
find  our  enemies  forced  to  look  for  that  blessing.  Among  our  many 
misfortunes  I  feel  one  satisfaction  —  that  we  have  but  one  tine  to  follow  ; 
therefore,  at  least,  diffidence  and  perplexity  cannot  attend  us  ;  and  we 
have  the  greatest  objects  to  make  us  zealous  in  our  pursuit,  for  we  are 
contending  for  our  whole  consequence,  whether  we  are  to  rank  among 
the  great  Powers  of  Europe,  or  be  reduced  to  one  of  the  least  consid- 
erable. He  that  is  not  stimulated  by  this  consideration  does  not  deserve 
to  be  a  member  of  this  community.  .  .  . 

[Dec.  15,  1 781.]  TtiF.  account  of  the  very  great  majority  on  the  first 
motion  on  the  Army  Estimates  last  night  gives  mc  much  pleasure,  and 
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shews  the  country  gentlemen  begin  to  sec  that,  though  internal  conti- 
nental opperations  in  North  America  are  not  advisable,  the  prosecution 
of  the  war  can  alone  preserve  us  from  a  most  ignominious  peace,  which, 
when  once  concluded,  would  certainly  occasion  much  greater  internal 
uneasiness  than  any  difficulties  at  present  to  be  contended  with.  .   .  . 

[Feb.  26,  1782.]  .  .  .  Undoubtedly  the  House  of  Commons  seem  to 
be  wild  at  present,  and  to  be  running  on  to  ruin,  that  no  man  can 
answer  for  the  event  of  any  question.  I  certainly  till  drove  to  the  wall 
[will]  do  what  I  can  to  save  the  empire,  and,  if  I  do  not  succeed,  I 
will  at  least  have  the  self-approbation  of  having  done  my  duty,*  and 
of  not  letting  myself  be  a  tool  in  the  destruction  of  the  honour  of  the 
country.  .  .  . 

[March  17,  1782.]  I  am  sorry  to  find  by  Ld.  North's  note  that  the 
majority  this  morning  did  not  exceed  nine  ;  it  looks  as  if  the  House  of 
Commons  is  going  lengths  that  could  not  have  been  expected.  I  am 
resolved  not  to  throw  rayseif  into  the  hands  of  Opposition  at  all  events, 
and  shall  certainly,  if  things  go  as  they  seem  to  lead,  know  what  my 
conscience  as  well  as  honour  dictates  as  the  only  way  left  for  me.  .  .  . 

[March  19,  1782.]  -  .  .  After  having  yesterday  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  assured  you  that  ray  sentiments  of  honour  will  not  permit  me  to 
send  for  any  of  the  leaders  of  Opposition  and  personally  treat  with 
them.  I  could  not  but  be  hurt  at  your  letter  of  last  night.  Every  man 
must  be  the  sole  judge  of  his  feelings ;  therefore  whatever  you  or  any 
man  can  say  on  that  subject  has  no  avail  with  me.  .  .  . 

[March  27,  1782.]  .  .  .  At  last  the  fatal  day  has  come  which  the 
misfortunes  of  the  times  and  the  sudden  change  of  sentiments  of  the 
House  of  Commons  have  drove  me  to  of  changing  the  Ministry,  and  a 
more  general  removal  of  other  persons  than  I  believe  ever  was  known 
before.  I  have  to  the  last  fought  for  individuals,  but  the  number  I  have 
saved,  except  my  Bedchamber,  is  incredibly  few.  You  would  hardly 
believe  that  even  the  Duke  of  Montagu  was  strongly  nin  at,  but  I 
declared  that  1  would  sooner  let  confusion  follow  than  part  with  the 
governor  of  my  sons  and  so  unexceptionable  a  man :  at  last  I  have  suc- 
ceeded so  that  he  and  Ld.  Ashburnham  remain.  The  effusion  of  my 
sorrows  has  made  me  say  more  than  I  had  intended,  but  I  ever  did  and 
ever  shall  look  on  you  as  a  friend,  as  well  as  a  faithful  servant  .  .  . 

W.  Bodham  Donne,  editor,  TAe  Correspondence  of  King  George  the  Third 
with  Lord  North  (London,  1867),  II,  376-420  passim. 
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2 1 6.    A  Protest  against  the  Breach  of  the  Instruc- 
tions of  Congress  (1782) 

BY  CHARLES  GRAVIER,  COUNT  DE  VERGENNKS 

(Anon^-mous  Translation) 

Vecgetuies  was  French  Minister  of  Foreign  Affairs;  and  Congress  had  iastrocted 
the  envoys  to  make  no  terms  to  which  he  did  not  agree.  This  piece  is  his  protest  at 
the  breach  of  these  instructions  by  the  envoys,  who  were  nevertheless  justitied  by 
Congres.  —  Bibliography  :  Wharton,  Diplomatic  Corrtspondfrne,  1,  349-364. 

Veksaiixes,  19  December,  1782.  .  .  . 

YOU  wUl  surely  be  gratified,  as  well  as  myself,  with  the  very  exten- 
sive advantages  which  our  allies,  the  Americans,  are  to  receive 
from  the  peace  ;  but  you  certainly  will  not  be  less  surprised  than  I  have 
been  at  the  conduct  of  the  commissioners.  According  to  the  instruc- 
tions of  Congress,  they  ought  to  have  done  nothing  without  our  partici- 
pation. I  have  infoniied  you  that  the  king  did  not  seek  to  influence 
the  negotiation  any  further  than  his  offices  might  be  necessary  to  his 
friends.  The  American  commissioners  will  not  say  that  I  have  inter- 
fered, and  much  less  that  I  have  wearied  them  with  my  curiosity.  They 
have  cautiously  kept  themselves  at  a  distance  from  me.  Mr.  Adams, 
one  of  them,  coming  from  Holland,  where  he  had  been  received  and 
served  by  our  ambassador,  had  been  in  Paris  nearly  three  weeks,  with- 
out imagining  that  he  owed  me  any  mark  of  attention,  and  probably  I 
should  not  have  seen  hira  till  this  lime  if  I  had  not  caused  him  to  be 
reminded  of  it.  Whenever  I  have  had  occasion  to  see  any  one  of  them, 
and  inquire  of  them  briefly  respecting  the  progress  of  the  negotiation, 
they  have  constantly  clothed  their  speech  in  generalities,  giving  me  to 
understand  that  it  did  not  go  forward,  and  that  they  had  no  confidence 
in  the  sincerity  of  the  British  ministry. 

Judge  of  my  surprise  when,  on  the  30th  of  November,  Dr.  Franklin 
infomied  me  that  the  articles  were  signed.  The  reservation  retained  on 
our  account  does  not  save  the  infraction  of  the  promise,  which  we  have 
mutually  made,  not  to  sign  except  conjointly.  I  owe  Dr.  Frankhn  the 
justice  to  slate,  however,  that  on  the  next  day  he  sent  me  a  copy  of  the 
articles.  He  will  hardly  complain  that  I  received  them  without  demon- 
strations of  sensibility.  It  was  not  till  some  days  after  that,  when  this 
minister  had  come  to  see  me,  I  allowed  myself  to  make  him  perceive 
that  his  proceeding  in  this  abrupt  signature  of  the  articles  had  little  in 
it  which  could  be  agreeable  to  the  king.     He  appeared  sensible  of  it. 
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jLud  excused,  in  the  best  manner  he  could,  himself  and  his  colleagues. 
Our  conversation  was  amicable. 

Dr.  Franklin  spoke  to  me  of  his  desire  to  send  these  articles  to  the 
Congress,  and  said  that  for  this  purpose  he  and  his  colleagues  had 
agreed  to  an  exchange  of  passports  with  the  English  minister  for  the 
srifety  of  the  vessels  which  should  be  sent.  I  observed  to  him  that  this 
form  appeared  to  me  dangerous ;  that,  the  articles  being  only  pro- 
visional and  dependent  on  the  fate  of  our  negotiation,  which  was  then 
very  uncertain,  I  feared  this  appearance  of  an  intelligence  with  England, 
in  connection  with  the  signature  of  the  articles,  might  make  the  people 
of  America  think  a  peace  was  consummated,  and  embarrass  Congress, 
of  whose  fidelity  I  had  no  suspicion.  I  added  many  other  reasons,  the 
force  of  which  Dr.  Franklin,  and  Mr.  Laurens  who  accompanied  him, 
seemed  to  acknowledge.  They  spared  nothing  to  convince  me  of  the 
confidence  which  we  ought  to  have  in  the  fidelity  of  the  United  States, 
and  they  left  me  with  the  assurance  that  they  should  conform  to  ray  wishes. 

You  may  imagine  my  astonishment,  therefore,  when,  on  the  evening 
of  the  tsth,  I  received  from  Dr.  Franklin  the  letter,  a  copy  of  which  is 
herewith  enclosed.  The  tone  of  this  letter  seemed  to  me  so  singular, 
that  I  thought  it  my  duty  to  write  the  answer,  which  I  likewise  send  to 
you.  I  ara  ignorant  of  the  effect  which  this  answer  may  have  produced. 
I  have  not  since  heard  from  the  American  commissioners.  The  courier 
has  not  come  for  my  despatches,  and  I  know  not  whether  he  has  in 
reality  been  sent  off.  It  would  be  singular,  after  the  intimation  which  I 
have  given  them,  if  they  should  not  have  the  curiosity  to  acquaint  them- 
selves with  the  state  of  our  negotiation,  that  they  may  communicate  the 
intelligence  to  Congress.  This  negotiation  is  not  yet  so  far  advanced  in 
regard  to  ourselves  as  that  of  the  United  States ;  not  that  the  king,  if 
he  had  shown  as  little  <ieliracy  in  his  proceedings  as  the  American  com- 
missioners, might  not  have  signed  articles  with  England  long  before 
them.  There  is  no  essential  difficulty  at  present  between  France  and 
England  ;  but  the  king  has  been  resolved  that  all  his  allies  should  be 
satisfied,  being  determined  to  continue  the  war,  whatever  advantage 
may  be  offered  to  him,  if  England  is  disposed  to  wrong  any  one  of  them. 

We  have  now  only  to  attend  to  the  interests  of  Spain  and  Holland. 
I  have  reason  to  hope  that  the  former  will  be  soon  arranged.  The  fiin- 
damental  points  are  established,  and  little  remains  but  to  settle  the 
forms.  I  think  the  United  States  will  do  well  to  make  an  arrangement 
with  Spain.     They  will  be  neighbors.     As  to  Holland,  I  fear  her  a0airs 
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and  dda|«.    The  disposiaon  ot  tite  Bmiik 
'  ioiiwtii  ilMt  repttUic  a|]pears  to  be  any  tiiim  but  fwonible. 

Sadi  is  the  pfresent  state  of  things.  I  tnist  it  viH  soon  be  better; 
bat,  wbatrvcT  may  be  tbe  result,  I  Uiink  it  proper  that  the  most  inftuen- 
tul  members  of  Congress  shooML  be  infonDcd  of  the  very  irregular  con- 
duct of  their  conumgaooeis  in  r^jaid  to  ti&  Vou  nuy  speak  of  it  not  in 
the  tooe  of  ooupfaiaL  I  accuse  no  person ;  I  bUnie  no  one,  not  ex-en 
Dr.  Frankhn.  He  has  yielded  too  easy  to  the  bias  of  ht$  colleagues 
who  do  not  pretend  to  recognize  the  niles  of  courtesy  in  regard  to  us. 
All  their  attentions  have  been  uken  up  by  the  English  whom  ther  have  ' 
met  in  Paris.  If  we  may  judge  of  the  future  from  what  has  passe^i  here 
under  our  eyes,  we  shall  be  but  poorly  paid  for  all  that  we  have  done 
ibr  the  United  States,  and  for  securing  to  them  A  national  cxisteiKe. 

I  will  add  nothing  in  respect  to  the  demand  for  money,  which  has 
been  made  upon  us.  You  roaV  well  Judge  if  conduct  like  this  encour- 
ages us  to  make  demonstrations  of  our  liberality.  .  .  . 

Benjamin  Franklin.  Compiet*  Works  (edited  bv  John  Bigelow,  New  Yortt,  etc, 
1888),  VIII,  331-234  >><uxm. 
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BV  ADAMS,  FRANKLIN,  JAY,  AND  LAURENS 

This  is  the  official  statement  to  Livingston,  then  Superintendent  of  Koreign  Affkin, 
of  the  conditions  of  the  preliminary  trcAty.  The  treaty  descTil>e<i  in  this  piece  was 
made  definitive  September  3,  17SJ.  and  ihus  endetll  the  w^r.  —  Biltliography  as  in  No. 
215  above. 

Paris,  14  necembet,  1784. 

^E  have  the  honor  to  congratulate  congress  on  the  signa- 
ture of  the  preliminaries  of  a  peace  between  the  Crown 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America,  to  be  inserted  »n  a 
definitive  treaty  so  soon  as  the  terius  between  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
Great  Britain  shall  be  agreed  on.  A  copy  of  the  articles  is  here  inclosed, 
and  we  cannot  but  flatter  ourselves  that  they  will  appear  to  congress,  as 
they  do  to  all  of  us,  to  be  consistent  with  the  honor  and  interest  of  the 
United  States,  and  we  are  persuaded  congress  would  be  more  fully  of 
that  opinion,  if  they  were  apprised  of  all  the  circumstances  and  reasons 
which  have  influenced  the  negotiation.  Although  it  is  impossible  for  us 
to  go  into  that  detail,  we  think  it  necessary,  nevertheless,  to  make  a  few 
remarks  on  such  of  the  articles  as  appear  most  to  require  elucidation. 


624 


Peace 


t«7«* 


Remarks  on  Article  2</,  relative  to  Boundaries. 

The  Court  of  Great  Britain  insisted  on  retaining  all  the  territories 
comprehended  within  the  Province  of  Quebec,  by  rhe  act  of  parliament 
respecting  it.  They  contended  that  Nova  Scotia  should  extend  to  the 
River  Kennebec  ;  and  they  claimed  not  only  all  the  lands  in  the  western 
country  and  on  the  Mississippi,  which  were  not  expressly  included  in 
our  ci\arters  and  governments,  but  also  such  lands  wilhin  ihem  as 
remained  ungranted  by  the  King  of  Clreal  Britain.  It  would  be  endless 
to  enumerate  all  the  discussions  and  arguments  on  the  subject. 

We  knew  this  Court  and  Spain  to  be  against  our  claims  to  the  western 
country,  and  having  no  reason  to  think  that  lines  more  favorable  could 
ever  have  been  obtained,  we  finally  agreed  to  those  described  in  this 
article  ;  indeed,  they  appear  to  leave  us  little  to  complain  of,  and  not 
much  to  desire.  Congress  will  observe,  that  although  our  northern  line 
is  in  a  certain  part  below  the  latitude  of  forty-five,  yet  in  others  it  extends 
above  it.  divides  the  Lake  Superior,  and  gives  us  access  to  its  western 
and  southern  waters,  from  which  a  line  in  that  latitude  would  have  ex- 
cluded us. 

Remarks  on  Article  \th^  respecting  Creditors, 

We  had  been  informed  that  some  of  the  Stales  had  confiscated 
British  debts ;  but  although  each  State  has  a  right  to  bind  its  own 
citizens,  yet,  in  our  opinion,  it  appertains  solely  to  congress,  in  whom 
exclusively  are  vested  the  rights  of  making  war  and  peace,  to  pass  acts 
against  the  subjects  of  a  power  with  which  the  confe<leracy  may  be  at 
war.  It  therefore  only  retnained  for  us  to  consider,  whether  this  article 
is  founded  in  justice  and  good  policy. 

In  our  opinion,  no  acts  of  government  could  dissolve  the  obligations 
of  good  faith  resulting  from  lawful  contracts  between  individuals  of  the 
two  countries,  prior  to  the  war.  We  knew  that  some  of  the  British 
creditors  were  making  common  cause  with  the  refugees  and  other  adver- 
saries of  our  imlependence ;  besides,  sacrificing  private  justice  to  rea- 
sons of  state  and  political  convenience,  is  always  an  odious  measure  ; 
and  the  purity  of  our  reputation  in  this  respect,  in  all  foreign  commer- 
cial countries,  is  of  infinitely  more  importance  to  us  than  all  the  sums 
in  question.  It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  American  and  British 
creditors  are  placed  on  an  equal  footing. 

Remarks  on  Articles  ^th  and  tth,  respecting  Refugees. 
These  articles  were  among  the  first  discussed  and  the  last  agreed  to. 
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And  had  not  the  conclusion  of  this  business  at  the  time  of  its  date  been 
particularly  important  to  the  British  administration,  the  respect,  which 
both  in  London  and  Versailles,  is  supposed  to  be  due  to  the  honor, 
dignity,  and  interest  of  royalty,  would  probably  have  forever  prevented 
our  bringing  this  article  so  near  to  the  views  of  congress  and  the  sove- 
reign rights  of  the  States  as  it  now  stands.  When  it  is  considered  that 
it  was  utterly  impossible  to  render  this  article  perfectly  consistent,  both 
with  American  and  British  ideas  of  honor,  we  presume  that  the  middle 
line  adopted  by  this  article,  is  as  little  unfavorable  to  the  former  as  any 
that  could  in  reason  be  expected. 

As  to  the  separate  article,  we  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  it  was  our 
policy  to  render  the  navigation  of  the  River  Mississippi  so  important  to 
Britain  as  that  their  views  might  correspond  with  ours  on  that  subject. 
Their  possessing  the  country  on  the  river  north  of  the  line  from  the 
I^ke  of  the  Woods  affords  a  foundation  for  their  claiming  such  naviga- 
tion. And  as  the  importance  of  West  Florida  to  Hriiain  was  for  the 
same  reason  rather  to  be  strengthened  than  otherwise,  we  thought  it 
advisable  to  allow  them  the  extent  contained  in  the  separate  article, 
especially  as  before  the  war  it  had  been  annexed  by  Britain  to  West 
Florida,  and  would  operate  as  an  additional  inducement  to  their  joining 
with  us  in  agreeing  that  the  navigation  of  the  river  should  forever 
remain  open  to  both.  The  map  used  in  the  course  of  our  negotiations 
was  Mitchell's. 

As  we  had  reason  to  imagine  that  the  articles  respecting  the  bounda- 
ries, the  refugees,  and  fisheries,  did  not  correspond  with  the  pohcy  of 
this  Court,  we  did  not  communicate  the  preliminaries  to  the  minister 
until  after  they  were  signed  ;  (and  not  even  then  the  separate  article^. 
We  hope  that  these  considerations  will  excuse  our  having  so  far  devi- 
ated from  the  spirit  of  our  instructions.  The  Count  de  Vergennes,  on 
perusing  the  articles  appeared  surprised,  (but  not  displeased),  at  their 
being  so  favorable  to  us. 

We  beg  leave  to  add  our  advice,  that  copies  be  sent  us  of  the  accounts 
tlirected  to  be  taken  by  the  different  States,  of  the  unnecessary  devasta- 
tions and  sufferings  sustained  by  them  from  die  enemy  in  the  course  of 
the  war.  Should  they  arrive  before  the  signature  of  the  defmitive  treaty, 
they  might  possibly  answer  very  good  purposes. 

John  Adams,  Works  (edited  by  Charles  Francis  Adams,  Boston,  1853),  VIH, 
18-30. 
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218.    Foundation  ot  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati 

BY   GKlfERAL   WILLIAM    HEATB    <I798; 

Heath  was  a  yiianhiinni  oftccr.  htxre  and  SsbafnAed.  Hk  ■Mawm*  *rre 
pot  mlD  Ions  later  m  fiCc  —  BOifiognpliy  uf  Healli :  Wi»ur.  .^'tfrrtffisv- aitJ  Lrxt^sl 
Hittery,  VI,  \TJ-\1^  —  B&lioisnpliy  of  the  <"»nriniMt»:  Wtnaor,  XmrrutiTt  mmJ 
CrttuaJ  //tstory,  VI,  746. 

LITTLE  before  this  time  [June,  17S5],  tbc  oflicefs  of  the  9xmf 

beginning  to  realize  that  the  dissolutiua  of  the  army  was  drawmg 
Bigb,  and  wishix^  to  perpetuate  that  friendship  irhich  immeroas  haid- 
riups.  saileriiigs*  and  common  dangers  had  inspired  in  dictr  breasts,  — 
resolved  to  form  themselves  into  a  Society,  by  the  name  of  the  Cimnm- 
nati.  Several  meetings  were  had  for  the  purpose,  and  an  Institution 
was  <ligested  and  completed  ;  and  although  our  General  pteaded  at  one 
of  the  meetings,  and  cheerfully,  at  the  request  of  his  brother  officers^ 
transmitted  copies  of  the  Institution^  covereii  by  a  letter,  to  the  officer 
commanding  the  southern  virmy,  and  to  the  senior  officers  of  the  respec- 
tive Suie  Unes,  from  Pennsylvania  to  Georgia  —  yet  be  had  serions 
objections  to  the  Institution,  as  it  stood,  ami  relused  for  some  tiioe  to 
sign  It.  He  wished,  as  much  as  any  one  in  the  army,  to  perpetuate  the 
happy  friendship  cemented  in  the  breasts  of  the  officers  by  an  ei^t 
years  common  danger  and  sufferings  ;  but  he  thought  this  would  be  best 
done,  by  simply  forming  a  Society,  to  meet  annually  in  their  respective 
States,  for  the  purpose  of  a  social  hour,  and  to  brighten  the  chain  of 
friendship,  with  a  fund  for  the  relief  of  the  unfortunate  of  their  brethren  ; 
but  he  was  opposed  to  any  idea  of  any  thing  that  had  any  resembbnce 
of  an  order,  or  any  insignia  or  badge  of  distinction,  asserting  that  it 
would  only  serve  to  mark  them  in  an  unfavourable  light  with  their  fellow- 
citizens:  but  the  prei'ailing  opinion  of  the  officers  was  otherwise.  Our 
fieneral  was  finally  induced  to  sign  the  Institution,  from  the  following 
consideration — (but  not  until  all  the  officers  were  appointed,  and  he 
nearly  ready  to  leave  the  army)  conversing  with  an  officer  of  rank,  who 
was  of  the  same  opinion  with  him,  they  parted  in  the  resolution  not  to 
sign  the  Institution  ;  but  the  next  morning,  the  officer  called  upon  hitn, 
and  observed,  that  one  consideration,  not  before  mentioned,  had  occurred 
to  him,  viz.  that  it  might  happen  in  the  days  of  their  posterity,  in  case 
they  did  not  sign,  that  the  descendant  of  one  who  Wiis  a  member  might 
happen  to  (all  in  contpany  with  the  descendant  of  one  who  w.is  not ; 
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that  the  latter,  on  observing  the  badge,  might  inquire  what  it  was,  and 
what  its  intention  ?  upon  its  being  answered,  that  it  was  tlie  insignia  of 
a  Societj%  of  which  his  ancestor,  who  served  in  the  American  army,  dur- 
ing the  revolution,  was  a  member  —  the  other  might  reply,  my  ancestor 
too  servetl  during  that  war,  but  I  never  heard  any  thing  of  such  a  badge 
in  our  family  ;  to  which  it  might  probably  be  answered,  it  is  likely  your 
ante.slor  was  guilty  of  some  misconduct,  which  ileprived  him  of  it. 
Upon  this,  onr  General  broke  out  — "  1  see  it,  I  see  it,  and  spurn  the 
idea  ;  "  which  led  him  to  sign  the  general  Institution  :  and  he  subscribed 
to  the  State  fund,  166  dollars,  being  one  month *s  pay,  as  was  stipulated 
in  the  Institution.  He  however  never  met  with  the  S<.)ciety,  aithough 
no  one  has  cherished  a  warmer  affection  for  every  member  of  the  army. 
After  the  revolution  in  France,  finding  that  the  instgni.is  of  distinctions 
were  doing  away,  it  led  him  antjtf  to  review  the  distinction  which  the 
^tjifge  of  the  Society  to  which  he  belonged,  if  not  in  fact,  yet  in  appear- 
ance seemed  to  exhibit,  and  brought  to  mind  all  his  former  objections, 
which  induced  him  to  write  to  the  Secretary- General  to  erase  his  name 
from  the  Institution  ;  but  that  his  subscription  to  the  fund  should  remain, 
so  long  as  it  was  applied  to  the  purpose  for  which  it  was  given  —  the 
relief  of  the  unfortunate. 


Major-Genera!  [William]  Heath,  Maiwirs.  .  . 
1798),  380-382. 


Written  by  himself  (Boston, 


219.   The  Closing  Scene  (1783) 

BV    DOCTOR   WILLIAM   GOROON 

GorHon  was  an  Eri.glishman,  from  1772  till  after  the  Revolution  a  minister  in  Rox- 
hury,  Massachiiscits,  lie  made  careful  researches  while  the  Revolution  was  going 
on,  iiut  afterwards  pruned  hi*  manuscript  to  suit  the  British  public.  —  liibliography : 
Tyler,  literary  History  of  the  A'tvoiution^  II,  423-428;  Winsor,  Narrative  and 
Critttat  //tstory,  VI,  5 1 8. 

C^  EN ERAL  Washington,  after  delivering  in  his  accounts,  hastened 
J  to  Annapolis,  where  he  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  of 
Deceral>er-  The  next  day  he  informed  congress  of  his  arrival  in  that 
city,  with  the  intention  of  asking  leave  to  resign  the  commission  he  had 
the  honor  of  holding  in  their  service,  and  desired  to  know  their  pleasure 
in  w^at  manner  it  would  be  most  proper  to  offer  his  resignation  — 
whether  in  writing  or  at  an  audience.     They  resolved  that  it  sluiuld  be 
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at  a  public  audience,  the  followieg  Tuesday  at  twelve  o'clock.  The 
general  had  been  so  reserved  with  regarfl  to  the  tune  of  his  intended 
resignation,  that  congress  had  not  the  least  apprehension  of  its  being 
either  so  soon  or  so  stidden. 

When  the  day  was  arrived,  and  the  hour  approached  for  fixing  the 
patriotic  character  of  the  AMERICAN  CHIEF,  the  gallery  was  filled 
with  a  beautiful  group  of  elegant  ladies,  and  some  graced  the  floor  of 
congress.  On  this  were  likewise  the  governor,  council  and  legislature 
of  Maryland,  several  genera!  officers,  the  consul  general  of  France,  and 
the  respectable  citizens  of  Annapolis.  Congress  were  seated  and  cov- 
ered, as  representatives  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Union,  the  spectators 
were  uncovered  and  slantiing.  The  general  was  introduced  to  a  chair 
by  the  secretary,  who,  after  a  decent  interval,  ordered  silence.  A  short 
pause  ensued,  when  the  honorable  Thomas  Mifflin,  the  president,  in- 
formed the  general,  that  *'  the  United  States  in  congress  assembled  were 
prepared  to  receive  his  communications :  "  on  which  he  rose  with  great 
dignity,  and  delivered  this  address — —"Mr.  President,  The  great 
events  on  which  my  resignation  depended  having  at  length  taken  place, 
I  have  now  the  honor  of  offering  my  sincere  congratulations  to  Congress. 
and  of  presenting  myself  before  them,  to  surrender  into  their  hands  the 
trust  committed  to  me,  and  to  claim  the  incJulgence  of  retiring  from  the 
service  of  my  country. 

"  Happy  in  the  confirmation  of  our  independence  and  sovereignty, 
and  pleased  with  the  opportunity  afforded  the  United  States,  of  becom- 
ing a  respectable  nation,  I  resign  with  satisfaction  the  appointment  1 
accepted  with  diffidence  —  a  diffidence  in  my  abilities  to  accomplish  so 
arduous  a  task  ;  which  however  was  superseded  by  a  confidence  in  the 
rectitude  of  our  cause,  the  support  of  the  supreme  {>ower  of  the  union, 
and  the  patronage  of  Heaven. 

"The  successful  termination  of  the  war  has  verified  the  most  sanguine 
expectations ;  and  my  gratitude  for  the  interposition  of  Providence,  and 
the  assistance  I  have  receivetl  from  my  countrymen,  increases  with  every 
review  of  the  momentous  contest. 

"  While  I  repeat  my  obligations  to  the  array  in  general,  1  should  do 
injustice  to  my  own  leelings  not  to  acknowledge,  in  this  place,  the  pecu- 
liar services  and  distinguished  merits  of  the  gentlemen  who  have  been 
attached  to  my  person  during  the  war.  It  was  impossible  the  choice  of 
confidential  officers  to  compose  my  family  should  have  been  more  fortu- 
nate.    Permit  me,  sir,  to  recommend  in  particular,  those  who  have  con- 
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tinued  in  the  service  to  the  present  monient,  as  worthy  of  the  favorable 
notice  and  patronage  of  Congress. 

■••  I  consider  it  as  an  indispensable  duty  to  close  this  last  act  of  my 
official  life  by  commending  the  interests  of  our  dearest  country  to  the 
protection  of  Almighty  God,  and  those  who  have  the  superintendence 
of  them  to  his  holy  keeping. 

'■•  Having  now  finished  the  work  assigned  me,  I  retire  from  the  great 
theatre  of  action,  and  bidding  an  affectionate  farewel  to  this  august  L>oily, 
under  whose  orders  I  have  so  long  acted,  I  here  offer  my  conuuissioii, 
and  take  ray  leave  of  all  the  employments  of  public  life." 

The  general  was  so  powerfully  impressed,  with  the  great  and  interest- 
ing scenes  that  crowded  in  uix)n  his  imagination  while  speaking,  that  he 
would  have  been  scarce  able  to  have  uttered  more  than  the  closing 
period.  He  advanced  and  delivered  to  the  presitleni  his  cummisstan, 
with  a  copy  of  his  a<ldress.  Having  resumed  his  place,  he  recrivetl  in 
a  standing  posture  the  .  .  .  answer  of  congress  ;  which  the  presuiem 
delivered  with  elegance ;  btit  not  without  such  a  sensibility  as  chni^gcil^ 
and  spread  a  degree  of  paleness  over,  his  countenance.  .  .  . 

William  Gordon,  The  }{istory  of  the  Riie^  Progress^  and  EstahitthmtHtx  offk* 
Ituiependence  of  the  United  States  of  America  (London,  178S),  l\',  3tlf>- 
389. 


220.    **The  Advantages  and  Disadvantages  of  the 
Revolution  "  (1783) 

BV  DOCTOR  DAVID  RAMSAY 

Ramsay  was  a   South  Carolinian,  an<i  at     :      • -    -'   '  *'  -  *'■  ' 

Charleston.     Hi&  book  is  the  most  ju'iicial  • 
the  results  of  the  Revolution  is  that  i>f  ;«  sin 
Bibliography  :   Winsor,  Narrative  an.: 
of  Ihc  efiecls  of  the  Revolution  •  \Viiis> 
746;   Lecky,  England^  IV,  247-^50. 

THE  American  revolution,  nn  the  <v  - 
vices  ;  but  on  the  other  hand,  It  - 
gave  occasion  for  the  displav  of  > 
have  been  lost  to  the  world      W  i 
a  mass  of  hubbandmcn.  mcrr  h.< 
necessities  of  the  countrv  ^iv. 
inhabitants,  and  set  them  on  thinkin.r 


1      U t  I 


S^o 


Peace 


[t7«J 


beyond  that  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.     The  difference  be- 
tween nations  is  not  so  much  owing  to  nature,  as  to  education  and  cir- 
cumstances.    \\  hile  the  Americans  were  guided  by  the  leading  strings 
of  the  mother  counlrj',  they  had  no  scoije  nor  encouragement  for  exer- 
tion,    AH  the  departments  of  governraenl  were  established  and  executed 
for  them,  but  not  by  ihem.     In  tlie  years  1775  and   1776  the  country, 
I  being  suddenly  thrown  into  a  situation  that  needed  the  abilities  of  all  its 
(sons,  these  generally  look  their  places,  each  according  to  the  bent  of  his 
I  inclination.     As  they  severally  pursned  their  objects  with  ardor,  a  va:st 
expansion  of  the  human  mind  speedily  followed.     This  displayetl  itself 
in  a  variety  of  ways.     It  was  foun<l  that  the  talents  tor  great  stations  did 
not  differ  in  kind,  but  only  in  degree,  from  those  which  were  necessary 
for  the  proper  discharge  of  the  ordinary  business  of  civil  society.  ,  ,  . 

...  It  seemed  as  if  the  war  not  only  required,  but  created  talents. 

Men  whose   minds  were  warmed  with  the  love  of  liberty,  and  whose 

abilities  were  improved  by  daily  exercise,  and  sharpened  with  a  laudable 

I  ambition  to  ser\'e  their  distressed  country,  spoke,  wrote,  and  acted,  with 

an  energy  far  surpassing  all  expectations  which  could  be  reasonably 

1  founded  on  their  previous  ac<pjiremenls. 

The  Americans  knew  but  little  of  one  another,  previous  to  the  revoln- 
tion.  Trade  and  business  hail  bron^^ht  the  inhal>itants  of  their  sea^gorts 
acquainted  with  each  other,  but  the  bulk  of  the  people  in  the  interior 
country  were  unacquainted  with  their  fellow  citizens.  A  continental 
army,  and  Congress  composed  of  men  from  all  the  States,  by  freely 
mixing  together,  were  assimilated  into  one  mass.  Individuals  of  both, 
rnJngling  with  the  citizens,  disseminated  principles  of  union  among  them. 
Local  prejiulices  abated.  Hy  frerjtjent  collision  asperities  were  worn 
off,  and  a  foundation  was  laid  fur  the  establishment  of  a  nation,  out 
of  discordant  materials.  Intermarringes  between  men  and  women  of 
different  States  were  much  more  common  than  before  the  war,  and 
became  an  additional  cement  to  the  union.  I'nreasonahle  jealouses 
had  existed  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  ejisteru  and  of  the  souther;^ 
States ;  but  on  becoming  better  actiuainted  with  each  other,  these  in  a 
great  measure  subsided,  A  wiser  fwlicy  prevailed.  Men  of  liberal 
minds  led  the  way  in  discouraging  local  distinctions,  and  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  as  soon  as  reason  got  the  better  of  prejudice,  found  that 
their  best  interests  would  be  most  effectually  promoted  by  such  practices 
and  sentiments  as  were  favourai>le  to  union.  Religious  bigotry  had 
broken  in  uj)on  the  |)eace  of  various  sects,  t)efore  the  American  war. 
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Phis  was  kepi  up  by  partial  establishtnents,  and  by  a  dread  thnt  the 
church  of  Kngland  through  the  power  of  the  mother  country,  would  be 
made  to  triiitni)h  over  all  other  denominations.  These  apprehensions 
were  done  away  by  the  revolution.  ,  .  .  The  world  will  soon  sec  the  result 
of  an  experiment  in  politics,  and  and  be  able  to  detemiine  whether  the 
happiness  of  sociely  is  increased  by  religious  establishments,  or  dimin- 
ished by  the  want  of  them. 

Though  schools  and  cotieges  were  generally  shut  up  during  the  war, 
yet  many  of  the  arts  and  sciences  were  promoted  by  it.  Ihe  Geography 
of  the  United  Slates  before  the  revolution  was  but  little  known  ;  but  the 
marches  of  armies,  ami  the  operations  of  war,  gave  birth  to  many  geo- 
graphical enquiries  and  discoveries,  which  otherwise  would  not  have 
been  made.  .  .  .  The  necessities  of  the  States  led  to  the  study  of 
Tactics,  Fortification,  tlimnery,  and  a  variety  of  other  arts  connected 
with  war,  and  dilTused  a  knoAvlctlge  of  lliem  among  a  peaceable  |)eople-, 
whn  would  otherwise  have  had  no  inducement  to  ^tudy  them.  .  .  . 

The  science  of  government,  has  been  more  generally  diffused  among 
the  Americans  by  means  of  the  revolution.  The  policy  of  (ireat  Britain, 
in  throwing  them  otit  of  her  protection,  induced  a  necessity  of  establish- 
ing independent  constitutions.  This  led  to  reading  ami  reasoning  on 
the  subject.  The  many  errors  that  were  at  first  committed  by  une.\peri- 
enced  stiitesmen,  have  been  a  practical  comment  on  the  folly  of  unbal^ 
anced  constitutions,  and  injudicious  laws.  .  .  . 

When  Clreat  Hritain  first  began  her  encroachments  on  the  colonies, 
there  were  few  natives  of  America  who  had  tlistinguished  themselves  as 
speakers  or  writers,  but  the  controversy  between  the  two  countries  multi- 
plied their  number.  .  .  . 

In  establishing  American  independence,  the  pen  and  the  press  had 
merit  equal  to  that  of  the  sword.  As  the  war  was  the  people's  war,  and 
was  carried  on  without  funds,  the  exertions  of  the  army  would  have  been 
insufficient  to  elTect  the  revolution,  unless  the  great  body  of  the  people 
had  been  prepare<l  for  it,  and  also  ke[)t  in  a  constant  disposition  to 
oppose  Great  Britain.  To  rouse  and  unite  the  inhabitants,  and  to  per- 1 
suHfle  them  to  patience  for  several  years,  under  present  suflerings,  with 
the  hope  of  obtainingj-emote  advantages  for  their  posterity,  was  a  work 
of  ditTirtihy  :  This  was  effected  in  a  great  measure  by  the  tongues  and 
pens  of  the  well  informed  citizens,  and  on  it  depended  the  success  of 
military  operations.  .  .  . 

.  .  .  Such  have  been  some  of  the  benefuial  effects,  which  have  re- 
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salted  from  that  expansion  of  the  human  mind,  which  has  been  pro- 
doce'l  by  the  resolution,  but  these  have  not  been  without  alloy. 

To  overset  an  establbhed  go^'emrnent  unhinges  many  of  tiiose  prtn- 
ciples«  which  bind  individiuk  to  each  other.     A  long  limr,  and  edocIi 
prodeoce,  will  be  necessary  to  reprodoce  a  spirit  of  anioa  aod  that  rrr- 
exence  for  govenraient,  without  which  sotiety  is  a  rope  of  saad.     The 
right  of  the  people  to  resist  their  rulers,  when  invading  their  liberties 
forros  the  comer  stone  of  the  American   republics.     This   principle^ 
though  JQst  in  itself,  is  not  favourable  to  the  tranquillity  of  present  estab- 
lishments.    The  maxims  and  measures,  which  in  the  years  1774  and 
f'775  *^re  successfully  inculcated  and  adopted  by  American  patriots, 
I  for  oversetting  the  established  government,  will  answer  a  similar  purpose 
when  recurrence  is  had  to  them  by  Actions  demagogues,  for  dtstnrbiii^ 
I  the  freest  governments  that  were  ever  doised. 

War  never  fails  to  injure  the  morals  of  the  people  engaged  in  it. 
The  American  war,  in  particular,  ha<l  an  unhappy  influence  of  this  kind. 
Keing  begun  without  funds  or  regular  establishments,  it  could  not  be 
cuTicd  on  without  violating  private  rights ;  and  in  its  progress,  it  imolved 
a  necessity  for  breaking  solemn  promises,  and  phghted  public  faith. 
The  failure  of  national  justice,  which  was  in  some  degree  unavoidable, 
increased  the  difficulties  of  performing  private  engagements,  and  weak- 
ened that  sensibilit}'  to  the  obligations  of  public  and  private  honor,  which 
ii  a  security  for  the  punctual  performance  of  contracts.  .  .  . 

It  is  now  your  turn  to  figure  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  in  the 
annals  of  the  world.  You  possess  a  country  which  in  less  than  a  century 
will  probably  contain  fifty  millions  of  inhabitants.  Vou  have,  ^t-ith  a 
great  expence  of  blood  and  treasure,  rescued  yourselves  and  your  pos- 
terity from  the  domination  of  Europe.  Perfect  the  good  work  you  have 
begim,  by  forming  such  arrangements  and  institutions  as  bid  fair  for 
ensuring  to  the  present  and  future  generations  the  blessings  for  which 
you  have  successftilly  contended. 

May  the  .Almighty  Ruler  of  the  Universe,  who  has  raised  you  to  Inde- 
pendence, and  given  you  a  place  among  the  nations  of  the  earth,  nnake 
the  American  Revolution  an  Era  in  the  history  of  the  world,  remarkable 
for  the  progressive  increase  of  human  happiness  !  — 

DaA-id  Ramsay.  T/ir  History  of  the  American  Re-eolution  (Philadelphia,  1789), 
II,  }l^-}^6 passim. 
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3W4  «>/ ,   */ournal,  aary. 
X»M,  JirilB,  I  Hfc  fAl.l,  Of  (JVhhtr,.  369- 

J7a ,  Hutorical  Jcrurnal,  37a, 

I  AFAYETTI,   HarquU  d«,    Arrival 

'-'  tfV  K  ficKSCII  VoM;.vr  KRR,  485-4*8 ; 
vi^itfrl  hy  ChaMellux,  41/4;  in  th«  south, 

l^irMMttT  f  Ma**,),  r«c/>rdA,  14. 

Ijtfi'l,  wrtir-rn,  tii;*:  lo,  3^57  3JJ8;  laws,  389; 
fltvi<(i<>ri  liii*'*.,  y/t;  prodiittiy**  value,  3(/>- 
3'yi,  Vifj{M»i-»'N  •-IjiImi,  577-582 :  Mary- 
laii(l\  hI/IikI,  5'/>  Vy3--    S'^^alv*  VV#:sl. 

Laurens  [Henry],  Kxi'I.a.namon  op  tiik 
I'i'.A*  K  oi*  17^2,  ^*23-/»a5. 

IJiM^,  vtiliin  it%  sniirc.'cs,  a,  5;  unsettled, 
1 1'/  140;  KiiKlisli,  149  150;  common  law 
of  l'ji({liiri>l,  V)2  ■»>'\.  —  Sec  also  Colonies, 
(JouHx  (iovrinmi-nl, 

L«waon  Deodat,  prrjurlired,  31;  Salkm 
Win  |||.«,,  j^  40;  <hn\ts  J'idelity  the 
only  Shuld  ii)iitiH\t  Siit.m't  Malignity,  ^o. 

I/'iky,  VV.  K.  II.,  uhe  of  printed  records. 

I/'f,  Cliaiirs,  Mfnioir\,  18;  captured,  560. 
I^T,   UobiMl    llrnry,   Mrmoir  of  Kickard 

llrnty  l.tf,  ly. 
\a'\w\  Mhniiv,  10. 

Lrtti'iH,  Viilu<*  ti)»  •loui'cc'i,  a;  lists,  i8-ai. 
]^>xiiu;loti,  (iitillict  lit,  54')  550. 

I.llicl,  (|Ul■^llnl)  of,  Uri    UN. 

I.lliritv,  "Sons  of."  430-423. 

I.ilirilv  I  JIT,  I'iiinf's  porni  on.  454-455. 

1. lilt  ill  1«<H,  uiti'oiiuctioii  for,  1-34;   contain- 

ItiK  Miuu-fH.  10;  oj  si'lrcfrd  sources,  14- 

21;    Viiluiililr    r.italojfues,    32;     use    of 

houires,  «i);  Kr;inklin'«  interest,  333-234. 

■  See  uNo  liilclleiMual  Life. 

KlIiMiy  of  ri>nj;rrs»,  to. 


Laq^x  zrx.  aTjrrtd  os  tbe  Sabbat*?.  aa6: 
JrjKtsf:  vir. :  faa'  5&  Is,±.iS5.  SSfy-J^i. 

St»t  a^-^  'Zrr/ytati.  GoTemnier:.  Tons^. 
L«caa,  JJOMS,    The    :»eparatiox    of 

LfELA'AARL.  73-74. 

L/yifi^.  H*rr.rT  Cai>i*.  Ei^hiJk  0/.w/«  r« 
>4iw*r*f  J,  34 ;   f'HCT^e  II  j.'*/j«^-.-w.  34. 

LoadoB  Gaxctte,  ConflictiN"^  Accxnts 
OF  Lkxisotox  and  Concord,  54i>- 
5=0:  550. 

Long  Island,  in  1760.  89. 

Lonf^meadow  ( Mass.;.  'ife  in.  453-457. 

Lords  Commw«ioaei»  for  Trade  and  Plas- 
tationa,  records  of.  6;  minutes  of.  10 ; 
Rhode  Island  to.  49-52:  PROPOSAL  TO 
Unit  E  THE  TWO  J ERSEVS.  68-^2:  board 
created,  iacr-131'.  THE  COMMISSION 
AND  iNSTRfCriONS  OF  A  GOVERNOR, 
154-161;    RF,C0MMENDATI0N    for   IHE 

Kkmoval  of  a  Governor,  165-166; 
dlsali/>wance  ok  a  colonial  bill, 
183-184;  Paper  Money  Forbidden, 
354 ;  A  Slave  Acr  Disallowed,  397- 
398. 

I>ords  of  Trade.— See  I^rds  Commis- 
sioners. —  See  also  Colonies  and  Vol.  I. 

Lottery,  in  Maryland,  loa. 

I„ouisburg,  expedition,  346-349. 

Louisiana,  foundation,  4,  312-316;  Histor- 
ical Collections,  17;  Bienville  in.  313-313, 
315-316;  Le  Sueur  in.  313-315.  —  See  also 
French. 

Lovewell,  Captain,  at  Pigwacket.  344-346. 

Loyalists,  in  the  colonies,  470-480.  —  See 
also  Revolution. 

Lucas,  Elixa,  A  South  Carolina  Set- 
tlement, 99-100;  Journal  and  letters, 
100,  240;  A  Modern  Woman,  238-a4a 
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fC  CRACKAN,W.  D.,  Huntington  Let- 
ters, 465. 

Machiavelli,  John  Wesley  on,  385. 
Mackenzie,  A.  S..  Life  of  Paul  Jones,  19. 
Mc Master,  John  Bach,  School  History  of 

the  ('nited  States,  33. 
Madison,  James,  southern  campaign,  3 ;  A 

Review  of  the  War,  606-609;  ^^- 

ters  and  Other  U'ritin^s,  609. 
Manuscripts,  as  sources,  5. 
Marshall,  Christopher,  Diary,  18. 
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Mowry.  W.  A.  and  A.  M.,  HisUny  of  the 

Vtitted  State i  for  Schools,  33. 
Muns«?ll,  Joel,  Htitartcal  Ser/fs,  it ;  A>n$a/s 

of.ifbany,  211. 
Museums,    sources   in.  5;    Americana  In 

Briu&h  Museum,  lo. 

NATIONAL  Ml/SEUM,  collccUons.  5. 
Naval    storrs,   question    of   protective 
duty  on,  247-248. 

Na^ngation  Ads,  of  1696.  127-129;  evasion 
of,  249:  comptnints,  415.  —  See  also  Lords 
Commissioners,  Smuggling. 

Navy,  American,  privateering,  497-499,  557, 
558  ;  condition  of,  556-559 ;  fight  between 
lijn  Homme  Richard  and  Serapis,  587- 
590;  need  of,  596;  control  in  West 
Indies,  613-615.  —  ^««  also  Revolution, 
War. 

N»vy,  English,  advantage  over  America, 
608-609;  loses  control  in  West  Indies, 
6i»-6i5.  —  See  also  Revolution,  War. 

NeA),  Dani«l,  Hntory  of  Sew-EngJand.  16, 

55;  AN  Historical  sketch  of  New 

England,  52-55. 
Ncgioes.  in  American  artny.  488-490,  527- 

528.  —  See  also  Abolitionist.  Slavery. 
Nelson,  Wtltiam,  Documents  teUrttngto  th* 

Colonial  History  of  New  Jtrsey^  13,  at, 

30a.  35»- 

Newark,  riot  in,  81. 

New  England,  from  1692  to  1775,  35-64; 
condition  in  1720,  52-55;  loyalty  of  the 
people,  55;  Cape  brcton,  59;  Adams's 
love  for,  63-64;  charter  governments, 
133-137;  reason  of  growth,  135;  loss  of 
charters,  135-136;  travel  in  1704,  224-229; 
earthquake,  261-262;  in  Indian  war,  344- 
346;  in  Stamp  Act  controversy,  397-402; 
in  revenue  controversy,  415-417,  420-423, 
429-433;  in  the  Revolution,  455-461,  534^ 
537'  546-554.  —  See  also  Connecticut, 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode 
Island,  and  Vol.  I. 

New  England  Courant,  Mather's  denuncia- 
tion of  the,  262-263. 

New-Enffland  Historical  and  Gtnealogiiol 
Hegiitir,  63,  243. 

New  Hampshire,  value  of  records.  6;  Rtc- 
ordi,  17,  ai ;  condition  in  1731,  55-58; 
snlarjes.  58;  government.  143;  consiitu- 


tioD  drawn  up,  534-536 ;  protest  aguMt  j 
the  cunstilulion.  53A-5jJ7.  —  See  also  N«fwr  < 

England  and  Vol,  L 

New-Hampshire  Historical  Society,  CotUe- 
tions,  58. 

Mew  Jersey,  Documents,  13.  21,  84,  r6t, 
166,  179.  181.  254.  289,  298,  3c»,  351 , 
granted  to  the  Duke  of  York.  69;  re- 
granted,  69;  conflictmg  claims.  70-7*; 
Concerning  THE  Riots  &  iNSCRuec- 
TiOxNs  IN  Ntiw  Jersey,  So-84;  gowem- 
ment,  143;  governors,  154-161,  165-166: 
minutes  of  (he  Council,  175-179:  state  of 
religion,  276-279;  beginning  of  college, 
a88  ;  slave  act  disallowed,  297-398.  —  See 
also  Middle  Colonies  .tnd  Vol.  I. 

New  Jersey  Historical  Society.  f*roceedtm£i. 

New-port,  State  House  at,  4;  campaign  .at, 
575-578.  —  See  also  Rhode  Island. 

Newspapers,  as  sources,  9;  Franklin's 
venture.  229-235;  Mather's  denunciation, 
262-263;  advertisements.  298-302;  A 
SPANISH  Privateer  in  the  Dela- 
ware, 349-351.  —  See  also  Inlellectunl 
Life. 

"  Ne^v■  Style,"  chronological  reckoning,  af. 

New  York,  Documetiis,  13.  17.  21,  79,  131, 
154.  162.  164,  170,  184,  247.  250.  253.  290. 
334.  339.  35f».  3i>7.  3f^.  3^7.  4i* ;  PalAfine 
Germans,  77-79;  city  in  1760,  87;  gov- 
ernors, 143.  153,  161.  162,  169;  dj<iatlow- 
ance.  183;  Zcnger  prosecution,  193-199; 
Albany  government,  208-211 ;  pirates, 
244-247;  smuggling,  249-250;  fur  trade. 
320;  Schenectady  taken.  323.  337-539. 
Sir  William  Johnson.  331-334;  Albany 
Congress,  357-360:  Stamp  Act  Congress, 
402;  military  prisoners,  508 ;  John  Andr4, 
515;  abandoned  by  the  .Americans,  554 ; 
siege,  608-609. 

New  York  City.  —  See  New  York. 

New  York  Historical  Society,  CoiletUims,  19. 

New  York  Public  Library,  10. 

New  York  Weekly  Journal,  libels  in,  193; 
advertisements  in,  298. 

Nicholson,  Francis,  popularity.  9>-9t; 
change  in  his  attitude,  91;  disliked,  99- 

94- 
Niles,  Heiekiah.  Principles  amd  Atii,   ca,j 
2t,  472;    Weekly  Ktgister,  404. 
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North  Briton.  38a 

North  Carolina,  value  of  records,  6;  Rec- 
ords, 13,  175.  192,  314.  248,  438 ;  regula- 
tors in,  426-428.  —  See  also  Carolinas, 

Nova  Scoiia  Historical  Society,  Report  and 
CoUtctiont,  365. 

O'CALLAGHAN,  Edmund  Bailey,  and 
FtTno\>.  rii-rlhuld,  Ih'iumfnis  relatiieto 
tJlt  Colon  la  I  History  of  Nero-York,  13,  17, 
ai,  79.  131,  154.  i6a,  164.  170.  184.  347, 
350.  353.  390.  334.  339.  356,  357,  367,  387. 
412. 

Odell,  Jonathan,  The  Arrest  of  a 
Loyalist  Parson.  472-474. 

Officers,  Goelct,  6x.  240;  Waterman,  314; 
Byrd,235;  Carvei,334;  Mon5cign«t,337; 
French.  337,  365;  Brtvvlon.  340;  Love- 
well,  344;  Cunven.  346;  Winslow,  360; 
Braddock,  365;  Knox,  369;  Cliaslellux, 
392,  495;  Scamtnell,  461;  Washingion, 
467.  4^,  559,  594;  Graydon.  481 ;  Lafay- 
ette, 485;  Hamilton,  488.  543;  Thacher. 
493  ;  Drowne,  497  ;  Pausch.  504 ;  Boudi- 
not,  508 ;  Sinicoe,  511;  Andn*,  515 ;  Clin- 
ton, 554;  Ricdcsel.  565;  Burgoyne,  565 ; 
Waldo,  568,  TrumhulL575;  Clark,  579; 
Steuben,  582;  De  Kalb.  585;  Jones,  587; 
Greene.  609;  De  Grassc.  612;  Comwallis. 
615 ;  Heath.  626.  —  See  also  Army,  Revo- 
lution, War. 

Oglethorpe,  James  Edward,  Designs  of 

I  iiE   IKUSPKI-S  FOK  lj>TAHI.ISmN(;  THE 

Colon V  of  Georgia.  110-114;  Estab- 
luhment  of  the  Colony  of  Georglii.  114; 
receives  the  Salzbiirgers  in  Georgia,  115- 
ii6;  oversees  building  ol  forts,  £16-117. 

Ohio  River,  question  of  importing  Ger- 
mans, 310-311 ;  ownership,  354-356;  plan 
to  found  a  colony.  386-387 ;  early  seiile- 
menis,  387-391.  — See  also  Kentucky, 
West. 

Old  South  Church,  at  Boston,  4, 

Old  HoHth  Leaflets,  5,  12,  21. 

"Old  Style,"  chronological  reckoning,  24. 

Old  Testament,  argument  against  slavery, 
293-297. 

Oratory,  among  the  Indians,  331-334;  in 
First  Continental  Congreiss,  438. 

Orphan-bouse,  in  Georgia,  122-134. 

Orthodox.  —  See  Religion. 


Osbume,  Sarah,  tried  as  a  witch,  43-45; 
testimony,  45-48. 

Osgood,  Herbert  L.,  on  colonial  govern- 
ment, 32. 

Oti«,  JamC»,  ARGUMENT  ON  WRITS  OP 
.'XSSISTANCK.  374-378. 

Owners  and  Masters,  All  Sorts  of  R17N- 
aways,  398-302. 

PAINE,  Thamaa,  Common  Sense,  2,  534; 
Wt  itinj^i.  21  ;  Ll  hElt  rv  TREE,  454-455  ; 
Pennsylvania  Mogaane,  455;  A  CALL 
FOR  iNrtRPENDENCE,  530-534;  MrS, 
Adams's  opinion,  552-553. 

Piilaiines.  —  See  Germans,  New  York. 

Palfrey,  J,  G..  History  of  New  Hngland,  32. 

Pamphlets,  as  sources,  a,  7. 

Paper  money.  —  See  Finances,  Money. 

Papists,  compared  with  infidels.  286. 

Parkman,  F'rancis.  transcripts  of  docu- 
ments, 22,  28;  use  of  sources,  26. 

ParllAmetit,  Extracts  from  a  Naviga- 
tion Act,  127-129;  control  of  colonial 
charters.  137;  colonial  autliorily,  149, 
394-3961  409.  410.  examination  of  Frank- 
lin, 407;  effect  of  Stamp  Act,  409-410; 
repeats  Slump  Act,  411-412;  revenue 
scheme,  4I3 ,  defended  by  Johnson,  445 ; 
relations  with  crown,  449-453;  concttia- 
tion,  586;  "change  of  sentiments,"  619. 
—  See  also  Engl.md, 

"  Parson's  Cause,"  jury,  103-104  ;  lestimony, 
104;  verdict.  104:  Patrick  Henrys  argu* 
mcni,  105-106. 

Patriots,  arguments,  442,  449 ;  proceedings. 
454-469;  violence,  458,  470-476;  spirit 
criticised.  482;  state  governments,  519, 
534;  independence,  537-539.-860  also 
Revolution. 

Pausch,  Georg,  prejudiced,  31 ;  ARMY  • 
Lll'E,  504-507;  Journal,  yyj, 

Peabody  InstiTut*^,  catalogue,  2a. 

Pea  body  Museum,  collections,  5. 

Peace  of  178a,  French  Bttilu<lc  toward 
America,  621-623;  explanation,  623-625; 
effects,  629-632. 

Pcnhallow.  Samuel,  History  of  the  Wars  of 
Nrtv-Rngliind,  16. 

Penn,  Tl^omas,  unpopularity,  85. 

Fennsvlv,4nia,  value  of  records.  6;  Uni- 
versity of,  librnry.  to;  Colo'fial  Reierdt, 
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17;  Archives,  17;  condition  in  1698,65- 
68  ;  home  for  the  poor,  68 ;  separation  of 
Delaware,  7a;  Philadelphia,  74-77;  po- 
liiical  history.  85-87;  growth,  113;  gov- 
ernment, 143;  eicciiun  in,  171-172; 
county  court  in,  205;  Franklin's  alma- 
nacs. 263  ;  state  of  religion,  a78 ;  Quakers 
against  slavery,  391;  Braddock's  defeat, 
365;  Congresses  in  Philadelphia.  434. 
442.  535,  543  ;  "  Battle  of  iHe  Kegs."  562 ; 
Valley  Forge.  568;  confederation,  604. — 
See  also  Middle  Colonies  and  Vol.  1. 

Pennsylvania  Farmer,  —  Sec  Dickinson, 
John, 

PeHHsyh'drtta  Gatette,  299-302. 

Pennsylvania  Hall,  as  a  source.  4. 

Pennsylvania  Historical  Society,  transcripts 
of  minutes  of  Lords  of  Trade,  10;  Afe- 
moirs,  20,  308. 

Pennsylvania  youmal,  301. 

Ptimsytvaniii  J\ta^attn€,  455, 

Pennsylvania  Packet.  476 ;  THEFEDBRAr 

ARCil  COMPLEtElt,  604. 

Perquimans.  —  See  Courts. 

Perry.  W.  S.,  t'oUtct>{*ns  rtlating  to  ihe 
American  Colonial  Church,  13. 

Pettit,  Charles,  describes  local  politics,  25 ; 
A  Colonial  Election,  171-172. 

Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  Hall,  4;  Old 
Swedes*  Church,  4;  description  in,  1710, 
74-77;  violent  election,  85-86;  Adams's 
imprcsiion  of,  439;  threatened,  559-560; 
British  annoyed  at,  562-565.  —  See  also 
Pennsylvania. 

Physicians,  as  writers,  g. 

Pigwackct.  fight  at.  344-346. 

Pirates,  official  protection.  244-247 ;  in  the 
Delaware.  349-35' ■ 

Pitch  and  tar.  manufacture  of,  96-97. 

Pitt,  William,  Corrafumdd'ncf,  19,  369; 
Anecdotes  0/ the  Life  i>/,  19;  THE  EmI'IKIC 
IS  NO  MORE,  367-369;  An  Englishman's 
Protf„st  against  Taxation,  404- 
407. 

Plain  English,  REIGN  OP  KING  MOB,  458- 
461. 

Poetry,  list  of  examples,  9.  —  See  also  Intel- 
lectual Life. 

Poore,  tJcn  Perley,  Ftderal  and  S/a/t  Con- 
ttt  tut  ions,  5,  13. 

Population,  of  New  I^nghnd  in  1720, 52-53 ; 


of  New  Hampshire  in  1731, 57  ;  of  All 
ica  in  1766,  408, 
Pnwaall,  Thomas,  adviser  of  English  gov- 
ern menl.  7 ;  Adrntntstration  o/tkf  CWotiirf 
21.  152.  i6g.  183,  204;  Thu  Effect  of 
Roval  iNsrkL'LTioNs,  150-152:   Tub  • 
Groiisd  of  Dispute  over  Sauvrii-^ 
166-109 ;  How  TO  A\  010  A  GoVEkXOR'S 

Vf.to.  182-183 .  Defects  OF  CoLo.MAL 

JLIXCA  ILkE.  202-204. 

Precinct    court,    business,     191-192.  —  See 

also  Courts. 
Preston,  H.  W..  Documents  iUustraiivt  of 

American  History,  5. 
Prices,  question  of  regulation.  46^-465. — 

See  also  Finances, 
Prisons,  English  miUtary.  5oS-sil. 
Privateers,  in  the   Delaware.  349-351 ;   life 

on.  497-499;   fondness  for,   557,   558. — 

See  also  N.ivy,  War. 
Privy  Council,  against  colonial  misgovem- 

ment,  149;  appeal  case  before.  20o-ao2u 

—  See  also  English,  Government,  Laws. 
Proclamations,  value  as  sources,  a. 
Proud,  Robert,  Hist<>»y  of  I^nnsylwtmiA.  16,  i 

87;   Politics  in  Pennsylvania.  85- j 

87. 
Providence,  Records,  14,  17,  21.  219;  bus)- ^ 

ness  of  a  town-meeting.  214-219.— See 

also  Rhode  Island. 
Public   Record    Office,    contains    colonial 

manuscripts.  10. 
PuNiskers'  (( ^^i//.  lists  of  books,  14.  ^k 

Punishments,   by  petit  jury,  192 ;   mililiu^,  V 

493-494,  —  Sec  also  Courts,  Prisons. 
Pu[)ils.  practical  introduction  lor,  1-34;  use 

of  sources  by.  25. 
PynchoD,    William,    Diary,    9.    ai.    603;  , 

lable-talk.  25;  rumors,  3I;   NoT  WORTH  , 

A  CONTINPJfTAL,  601-603. 

QUAKERS,  arguments  wHh  Ortho«lox 
ministers,  279-282;  THE  FIRST  V«rrK 
AGAINST  SLAVERY,  291-293;  arguments 
against  slavery,  302-308.  —  See  also  Re- 
ligion. Slavery,  and  Vol.  I. 

Quebec,  taken  by  the  English,  369-372. —  \ 
Sec  also  Canada,  French, 

Queen  Anne's  War,  324.340-341. 

Queen's  Rangers,  in  the  English  army,  51 1- 
5»3- 
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Quincy,  Josiah,  Memoir  of  Josiak  Quincy, 

Jr..  ao. 
Quincy,  Josiah,  Jr.,  The  Hutchinson 

Riot,  397-400 ;  Diary.  40a 
Qaincy.  Samael,  A  New  England  Man 

IN  Georgia.  116-117. 

"n     TJ     A  Tory's  Recantation,  470- 

Ramsay,  Dayid,  History  of  the  AmericoM 
Revolution,  16,  632;  History  of  South- 
Carohna,    16;    THE   ADVANTAGES  AND 

Disadvantages  of  the  Revolution, 

639-632. 
Randolph,  Edward,  mission  to  America, 

30;    Report  of   an    Investigating 

Agent  in  Carouna,  94-98.— See  also 

Vol.  I. 
Raynal,  Abb6,  on  the  American  colonies, 

541.  584. 

Read,  Charles,  Minutes  of  a  Colonial 
Council,  175-179. 

Readers,  use  of  sources  by.  a6,  a8,  99. 

Reconciliation,  or  independence,  530-534. 

Record  Commission,  of  Boston,  Reports, 
17 ;  Records  of  Providence,  219. 

Records,  colonial,  value,  2, 5-6 ;  lists,  I4-21. 

Records  of  Salem  Witchcraft,  48. 

Recruiting,  difficulties  attending,  481-483, 
586.—  See  also  Army. 

Reed,  Esther,  Woman's  Work  for  the 
Soldiers.  467-469. 

Reed,  William  B.,  Life  and  Correspondence 
of  Joseph  Reed,  172,  469,  612. 

Refugees,  life  of,  473. 477-480 ;  p>ensions  for, 
478-480 ;  article  in  treaty,  624, 

Regulators,  in  North  Carolina,  426-428. 

Religion,  in  New  England,  54;  in  the 
Jerseys,  276-279;  in  Pennsylvania,  278; 
Quakers  and  Orthodox  ministers,  279- 
282;  Wesley  in  Georgia,  283-287;  con- 
verts from  Romish  chuich,  286;  Gover- 
nor Belcher's  letter,  287-289;  plan  for 
American  bishops,  289-290,  4i8-42a  — 
See  also  Quakers. 

Reminiscence,  caution  on,  i ;  value  of,  7- 
8 ;  list  of  books.  18. 

Representation,  of  colonies,  395-396;  un- 
equal, 542,  —  See  also  Colonies,  Con- 
gress. Election.  Government- 
Revenue,  a  governor's,  162;  colonial,  166. 


I73>  179:  local,  205,  208.  314;  protective 
duties.  247 ;  Grenville's  scheme,  381 ;  a 
colonist's  defence,  394 ;  Pitt's  protest,  404 ; 
repeal  of  Stamp  Act,  41 1 ;  revenue  con- 
troversy, 413-433;  discussions  in  Con- 
gress, 525 ;  Revolutionary,  594. 601.  —  Sec 
also  Finances. 
Revolution,  sources  classified,  4 ;  works  il- 
lustrative, 7;  predictions.  352;  causes, 
373-453;  writs  of  assistance,  374;  arbi- 
trary power  in  England,  378 ;  GrenviUe's 
scheme.  381 ;  Stamp  Act  controversy,  394- 
412;  Hutchinson  riot.  397;  taxation  op- 
posed by  Cambridge.  401 ;  by  Stamp  Act 
Congress.  402 ;  by  Pitt.  404 ;  by  Franklin, 
407;  by  Dickinson,  423;  by  Drayton, 
449 ;  taxation  defended  by  Howard,  394 ; 
by  Conway,  411;  by  Townshend,  413; 
by  Johnson.  445 ;  question  of  trade,  415 ; 
question  of  episcopacy,  418 ;  troops  in 
Boston,  420;  "Sons  of  Liberty,"  420; 
regulators,  426 ;  Boston  "  massacre,"  42^ ; 
"  tea-party,"  431 ;  patriot  arguments,  401. 
402,  407,  415.  423.  442.  449.  454 ;  loyalist 
arguments,  394.  420,  439.  445.  47a,  477; 
English  feeling,  404,  445 ;  character  o( 
George  III,  373,  449;  revenue  contro- 
versy. 413-433;  issue  of  coercion.  434- 
453;  First  Continental  Congress,  434; 
"Association,"  439;  Second  Continental 
Congress,  442.  525 ;  charges  of  t\-ranny, 
449;  anitude  of  George  III.  451 ;  condi- 
tions of  the  Revolution.  454-518;  the 
patriots,  454-469;  public  sentiment,  454, 
455,  458,  465;  mobs,  458;  arrests,  458, 
47a;  Soldiers,  461,  467.  481,  484;  prices, 
463 ;  woman's  work,  467,  550 ;  Washing- 
ton, 467, 490, 495 ;  loyalists,  470-480 :  pop- 
ular hatred,  470,  474;  refugees,  477; 
American  forces,  481-499 ;  recruits,  481 ; 
Nathan  Hale,  484 ;  French  aid,  485.  495 ; 
negroes.  488;  militia,  490;  punishments, 
493 ;  privateering.  497  ;  British  forces,  500- 
518 ;  Hessians,  500-507 ;  prisons,  508 ; 
loyalist  corps.  511;  navy,  514,  556,  587; 
Andr6,  515 ;  progress  of  the  Revolution, 
519-632;  union  and  independence.  519- 
545;  Revolutionary  conventions,  519;  in 
Congress,  525,543  ;  call  for  independence, 
530 ;  state  constitutions,  534 ;  Declaration 
of  Independence.  537;  Articles  of  Con- 
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fe/WafjAo,  ^y,;  ftrjf  9r;«(^  of  fh*  war,  546-   ; 

of  >J<'Af/'>T» ,  5  y> :  N  rj»  Vor  k  <u»  m  pa  «fn ,  554 ; 
W*»Sin(fr//rk'«  ilKCO'ira)^f'?Tn«<:nt,  550;  Brit- 
ish ii>  fbtla/Je.phw.yia;  B-jrjfriyn***  cam- 
P^^f*.  Sff^;  Valiey  Fofg<?.  08;  Fffttich  ' 
ai.Urtc^,  ^74-y/>;  trsafy.  574;  Newport 
CAmp4ij;r>,  575,  coiv'|«<»M  ti4  the  Ilitnos, 
^77;  fr/rfiijjn  f>iftt^\,  ^^a;  r/xkciiiatiofk. 
.^r,  >'i«Ml  S*fTitr%%  fi(;M.  5?/7;  criAJ*  in 
«|//m*Mk.  ;iff;tir»,  yft-*xA,\  cotifederaiion 
(k;'.a^f>d,  y/i ;  finanrAe»,  5i>4,  5>S ;  paper 
twrttfj,  (^A ;  f,tin1*'fl*;t»tu>n  ctttnpieled, 
h>\.  t/ank,  'iof^,  eti'l  of  ib«  war,  606- 
b\%;  frpfrralK^n*.  6f/f;  Greene  in  the 
v/tith,  ^jfy;  Frenc.h  fl'.-'-i,  61  a;  surremler 
«l  V'/rkf'/wn.  615 ,  peace,  6l«>-63a ;  Farlia- 
wnf  fav/>r;ibK  6l'y;  n''gotiatkrtis,  631, 
C03,  ihT  Cin<:inna(i,  6a6;  Wa»hinj^on'» 
ffffirrm'rnl,  <»5f7;  advantage*  and  disa/l- 
^»n\^V*'%,  (yiff.--  See  alv^  Army,  O^n- 
fpd'-fatlon,  Congrr.M,  F.nx>i»h,  Indcpcn- 
i\f.tM*\  (/iyaliM«,  Militia,  Navy,  Officers. 
'liUfiiion, 

khfi'l''  hland,  Hfcordt,  17;  explanation  to 
Oi«'  F/»f»U  of  Trad'*,  49-53;  Rovcrnmenf, 
143;  Oeoflral  AiMmbly,  l'Krx:KKiitN(;.s 
or  A  OM.oNiAi-  Lk<-,isi.aii;rk,  173-174; 
»|ii'-sllf>n  of  taxiition,  39.»-3</7 ;  operations 
i'l.  «;7t  -'i/"-  —  ^**'''  «l»o  (juvcrnmeni,  New 
lsnj{lnnd,  l'rovidi*fic«.r. 

Khodr  l.iinnd  lli.sloticnl  Society.  CoUectiom, 
I-,. 

Hhiutf  hliind  ilnforual  Tracti.  —  See 
kl.Jf r.  S.  S. 

R*i  nrd.  F.  W..  nnil  NcUon.  W..  Documenti 
trI.itiHi,'  lo  thf  Cohrtial  Hntory  of  New 
Jfiwv,  11,  ji.  ir/),  181. 

Kiilrt.  S.  S.,  A'A.'./f  IsUmH  Historical  IVacts, 
1 1 .  y^i, 

Riedegel,  Baronetl  von,  Utters  and  Me- 
w<>»/.,  ai.  5f>H;  IIIK  SURRKNDKR  OF 
MiiK<:t»YNi:.  yis  5f>8. 

Riot«,  In  New  Ie^^ry,  80;  Stamp  Act, 
3Q7  .  in  North  Carolina,  436 ;  "  tea-party." 
431;  Krvoiiitionitry,  458;  nnti-Tory.  47a. 
■    See  rtlso  N(ol». 

Rivers,  \V.  )..  //itfi^tyo/SoitfA  (dfv/ma.  98. 

ffivifij^'foH'j  (niartfe,  4*11.  515. 

Ro«:hitmltrau,  Count  de,  Memoirs,  t8. 

Rojferr  kol>eit,  y**mnals,  18. 


Row!aiki,    Kale   Uaoon,    Li/i    1/   Gt^rrge 
Roxtiory,  condrooa  of  camp  a^  -t^a. 

SAbB.\TH.  'ant  la  pce»*«  brsakssg  Ae. 
aod.  —  See  alao  Reag:OTti. 
Sa^/in,  JfMtph.  hictumary  if  Bzzii  re'.^  «/ 

i^  America,  32. 
Sagas,  Norte,  a  s^jcroe,  1. — See  also  Vo'_  I. 
Sailors.  —  See  Navy. 
Sf.  Aon^UDe.  importance  to  the  Ertgish, 

3ia-3ao;    besieged  by  the  Eag'ah,  340; 

receives  mnaway  slaves.  341-544. 
St.  Paul's  Parish,  The  Rlcokd  of  a 

Vesttrv  Meeting.  212-2x4. 
Salaries,  a  ground  of  dispute,  166-169. — 

See  also  Revenue. 
Salem  Gazette,  Confuctinc  Accotnts 

OF  Lex i-SGioN  a.nd  CO.scord,  546-550 : 

550. 
.Salem  Village,  witches  in,  35-48. 
Salzburgers.  —  See  Germans. 
Sands.  R.  C.  yain  Paul  Jenes,  590. 
Saratoga,  British    eanhworks  at,   3;    sur- 
render of  Burgoyne,  565-568. 
Sargent.  Winthrop,    I^-alist   Poetry,    13; 

letters   of  John   Andrews,   433;    LoyaJ 

yerses  of  Stansbury  and  Odell,  515. 
Saunders,  William  L.,  Colonial  Records  of 

North   Carolina,  13.   175,   192,  214.  248, 

428. 
Savannah,  reception  of  Salzburg  Germans, 

U4:  business  center,  126. 
Scammell,  Alexander,  manuscript  letter.  5, 

463;  A  Soldier's  Love-Letter.  461- 

463- 

Scharf,  j.  Thomas.  History  of  Maryland, 
109. 

Schenectady,  taking  of,  333,  337-339. 

Schools,  value  of  sources  in,  3 ;  list  of  his- 
tories for,  33.  —  See  College. 

Schuyler,  Philip,  kindness  to  Madame 
Riedesel.  568. 

Seabury,  Samuel.  —  See  Beardsley,  E.  R 

Seeker,  Thomas,  A  Plan  for  American 
Bishops.  289-290. 

Second  Continental  Congress,  The  Ne- 
cessity OF  SELF-DEFEN'CE.  442-445; 
activities.  525-530;  degeneracy,  543-545- 
—  Sec  also  Congress. 

Secondary  works,  use  of,  a8, 32;  list.  32-54. 


Rev^olution  —  Sparks 


Selectman,  eleclion  of  John  Adams,  aao- 
aaa;  dulies,  223. —  Sec  also  Towns. 

Scnipis,  caplured,  587-590, 

Scrvanls.  runaway,  iiilvertiscmenis  for,  agS- 
30J,  white,  wretched  condition  of.  308- 
310;  plan  to  iitipon  Palatines  as,  310- 
311. —  See  also  Slavery, 

Seventy-Six  Society,  Papers  relating  to 
Massiichuittti.  417, 

Sewal!,  Samuel,   D>i\n\  ai,  48:    Gfti.T 

CuNTRAClKLJ  BY  THE   VVlTCH    JUDGES, 

48;  Thk  SELLiNfi  or  JoSKrii,  393-397; 
The  SeltiHg  of  Joseph,  ag^.  —  See  also 
Vol.  I. 

Sharpe,  Horatio,  RoirriNE  m  Mary- 
UaMj,  loo-ioa:  Coriespo»d<nie,\(XL, 

Sharpe  [WiUiara],  I  he  State  of  thf. 
NatjunaL  Deki,  598-6oa 

SimunLas  (Sp.iin),  archive*  at,  10. 

Simcoc,  John  Graves,  animosity  against 
the  ptiiiiots.  30;  A  LovALisr  Corps, 
5"-5l3:  Jottinai  513, 

Sioux.  —  Sre  I  tidians. 

Slavery,  introduction  into  Georgia,  118- 
131 ;  Quakers'  first  vole,  391-293 ;  Sew- 
bH's  argumenis,  293-297 ;  New  Jersey 
act  disallowed.  397-398;  advertisements 
for  runaways,  300-301 ;  Quaker  argu- 
ments, 302-308 ;  conditions  of,  307 ;  capt- 
ures by  the  Spanish.  34I ;  fugitives  to 
Florida,  342;  insurrection,  343 ;  in  Jeffer- 
son's draft,  539 ;  discussion  ia  Congress, 
539-541. 

Sloane,  William  M..  The  French  War  and 
the  A'evo/v/iPti,  34. 

Smallwood,  William,  relations  with  Gates, 
610-611, 

Smith,  Richard,  THE  Activities  of  the 
Continental     Congress.     525-530; 

Diary,  530, 
Smith,  Samuel,  History  of  the  Colony  of 

Xffi'a-Ctrjaria,  or  Netv-yertey.  16,  72. 
Smilh,  William.  History  of  Sao-Ycrk,  16. 
SmugRlmg.  in  New  York,  249-350 ;  praclice 

in  the  colonies,  396-397.  —  See  itiso  Lords 

Commissioners. 
Soldiers.   French.  337,365:  Spanish.  340; 

colonial,  344,  346,  360;  Braddock's,  365; 

at  Quebec,  369 ;  life  of,  461-463 ;  aid  for, 

467-469;  recruiting,  481 ;  spies.  484,  515; 

negroes.  488 ;  militia.  490 ;  punishments, 


403:  Hessians,  500-507;  prisons,  508; 
loyalists,  511;  circumstances,  572, —  See 
also  Array,  Camp  Lite,  War. 

Sources,  what  are  they,  1 ;  reminiscence, 
1.  7-8,  18;  educative  value,  3;  classilica- 
tion,4-9;  journals,  7-8,  t8;  hbrariescon- 
taining.  10 :  reprinis,  1 1-13 ;  select  librury, 
14-21;  conttMitponiry  historians,  14-16; 
public  records.  16;  collections.  16,  19,  20; 
memoirs,  18;  biographies,  rg;  liow  to 
find,  23;  use  by  teachers.  24;  use  l»y 
pupils.  25;  use  by  student*,  27;  use  by 
investigators,  28;  use  by  readers.  a8; 
relations  wiih  secondary  works,  a8,  32; 
use  by  libraries,  29;  caution  in  using. 
30. 

South,  colonics,  90-109;  trade  in,  94 ;  a 
bdy  in,  99.  238;  government  in,  100; 
"Parson's  Cause,"  103;  Mason  and 
Dixon's  Line,  107:  Georgia,  110-126; 
Germans.  1  (4;  a  New  England  man,  116; 
slavery.  ii8;  orphan-lmuse,  123;  juries, 
189;  precinct  cuiirl,  igl ;  vestry  meet- 
ing, 21a;  society,  235;  danger  from 
I^uisiiina,  316;  border  fighls  wiih  Span- 
ish, 340 ;  Keniucky  settlement.  383.  3B7  ; 
regulators,  426;'  "Association,"  439; 
Drayton  on  tyranny,  449;  Rev<ilutlonary 
convention,  519;  land  quarrels,  591; 
southern  campaigns,  606,  fxxv;  Votktuwn 
campaign,  615. —  Sec  alsu  Cirrilinas, 
Georgia,  NUryliind,  .North  C»iroiina, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia,  and  Vol.   1. 

South  Carolina,  Historical  Collections^  17- 
description  in  1699.94-98;  fear  of  French 
settiements,  95-96;  pitch  and  tar,  96-97; 
description  in  X742,  99-100;  fear  of 
Spaniards.  100;  invaded,  341-342;  stave 
insurrection,  343;  campaigns  in.  606-608. 
—  See  also  Curolinas,  Slaver\'.  South,  anri 
Vol.  I. 

South  Sea,  claims  to,  54a. 

Southwell,  Edward,  An  Appeal  Case  in 
iHE  l*kivY  Council,  200-303. 

Spaniards,  feared  by  South  Carolina,  ic»; 
depredations  on  the  English.  340-344 ; 
privateer  in  the  D<*lawarc,  349-351.— 
See  also  War  and  Vol.  I. 

Sparks,  Jared.  Carretpondence  of  the  Amtt- 
itOH  Fevolution,  13,  21 ;  IHplomalic  Cof- 
respondemce,  13,  605 ;   Wrtttmgs  of  George 
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VVashin^on,  21:  transcripts  of  docu- 
,      ments,  22,  28. 

Special  reports,  preparation  of,  a6.  —  See 
also  Topical  Study. 

Spotswood,  Alexander,  home  life,  235-238; 
iron  works,  236;  DaNGKR  FROM  THE 
French  Mississippi  Seitlemenis, 
316-320;  Official  Letters,  320. 

Spy,  Nathan  Hale,  484-485;  John  Andr£, 
515-518. 

Stamp  Act,  duties  suggested  in  1728,  141 ; 
defended  by  a  colonist,  394-397;  riot 
against,  397-400 ;  remonstrance,  401-402 ; 
declaration  by  Congress,  402-404;  op- 
posed by  Pitt,  404-407 ;  Franklin  on,  407- 
411;  repealed,  41 1-4 12.  —  See  also  Eng- 
lish, Revenue,  Revolution, 

Stamp  Act  Congress,  Declarations  of 

THE      Rir.Hl-S     AND     GRIEVANCES     OF 

THE  Colonists,  402-404. 

Stansbury,  Joseph,  The  Lords  of  the 
Main,  514-515. 

State  Historical  Societies,  bibliography  of, 
II,  23;  records  printed  by,  16. 

States,  records,  5-6,  17 ;  early  conventions, 
519;  on  in<lependenci',  530,  537;  first 
constitution,  534;  on  Articles  of  Confed- 
eration, 539,  591,  604.  —  See  also  Colo- 
nics. Revolution,  United  States,  and  states 
by  name. 

Statutes  of  the  h'ealm,  129. 

Stednian,  C.   The  Ameticaii  War,  16. 

Stedm.inanil  lliitctiinson,  Library  o/.lttter- 
ican  Liti-ratiir,\  13.  21.  —  See  also  Vol.  I. 

Stephens,  William,  Mr.  Whiiefi eld's 
OrI'Ha.n-HousK,  122-124;  Journal  of 
the  Proieedin^%  in  Georgia,  124. 

Steuben,  Baron  von,  on  the  American 
army,  24;  A  FoRKlGN  Oki-ICER  well 
Reckivkd.  582-585;  (icneral  Smallwood 
imwilling  to  submit  to,  611.  — See  also 
Officers. 

Stille,  Charles  [aneway.  Life  and  Times  of 
John  Hie  kin  son,  20;   Anthony  Wayne  and 
the  J'ennsy/iania  Line,  20. 
Stokes,  Anthony,   I'tew  of  the  Constitution, 

13- 
Stone,   W.   \..,   Letters  of  /irunsivick  and 

Hessian  Owners,  21,  585. 
Storrs,  R.  S..  [Proceedings  at  Longmeadtnu 
Centennial  Celebration,  457. 


Story,  Thomas,  on  colonial  churches.  24; 
poor  descriptive  power,  31 ;  A  Quaker's 
Arguments  with  Orthodox  Minis- 
ters, 279-282;  JourncU,  282. 

Students,  practical  introduction  for,  1-34; 
tise  of  sources,  27;  colonial.  266,  272.— 
See  also  College. 

Sudbury,  Wayside  Inn  at.  4. 

Swedes'  Church,  at  Philadelphia.  4. 

Swiss  Gentleman,  How  Juries  were 
Summoned,  188-189 ;  Letur  from  South 
Carolina,  189. 

TAILFER,  Patrick,  and  others.  ^Warra- 
five  of  the  Colony  of  Georgia,  121. 

Tarleton,  Sir  Banastre,  raid  of.  608. 

Taxation,  city,  209;  Grenville's  scheme. 
381-382;  a  colonist's  defence  of,  394-397: 
without  representation,  395-396:  Pitt's 
protest,  404-407;  Franklin's  deposition. 
407-411;  repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  411- 
412;  Townshend's  scheme,  413-41:; ;  Sara 
Johnson's  scheme,  445-448  ;  Revolution- 
ary. 528.595.— See  also  Finances,  Reve- 
nue, Stamp  Act,  Tea. 

Tea.  in  Boston  harbor,  431-433  ;  considered 
by  Congress,  528. 

Teachers,  practical  introduction  for,  1-34; 
use  of  sources  by,  24. 

Text-books,  use  of,  27,  32 ;  list  of,  33-34. 

Thacher,  James,  Military  Journal,  21. 494 ; 
^IILITARY    PLNISH ments,  493-494] 

Thomas.  Allen  C,  History  0/  the  United 
States,  33. 

Thomas,  Gabriel,  quaintness.  4 :  Pennsyl- 
vania, the-  Poor  Man's  Paradisf, 
65-68 ;  Historical  and  Geographical  Ac- 
count of  Pensilvania,  68. 

Thomas,  Sir  George,  administration  of 
Pennsylvania.  85-86. 

Thompson,  E.,  Difficulties  in  Fram- 
inc.  a  State  Constitution.  534-537. 

Thomson,  William.  —  See  Stedman   C. 

Thornton,  J.  W.,  Pulpit  of  the  ReT^olution 
13- 

Thwailes,  R.  G.,  The  Colonies,  34. 

Tilghinan.  Tench,  Memoir,  i8. 

Tob.icco.  testimony  as  to  its   value  in  the 

"  Parson's  Cause,"  104. 
"  Tomahawk  rights,"  to  lands  on  the  OhiOi 
388.  390. 
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Topical  Study,  subjects  for,  24,  27 ;  use  of 
sources,  26,  32. 

Tories,  in  Longmeadow.  457 ;  comp«ll*d  to 
recajii,  470-472;  arrest,  472-474;  de- 
nounced, 474-476;  refugee,  477-480;  in 
Ihe  army,  911-513;  poetry  of,  514-SiS. — 
See  also  Loyalists,  Revolution. 

Tower,  Charlemagne,  fr.,  Lafayette  in  tkt 
AmerUtW  Rtvt^lution,  nx 

Towns,,  records  of  meetings,  5.  6,  14.  ai ; 
proceedings  in  Providence,  214-219  ; 
expenses,  315-217;  officers,  217-219; 
election  in  Boston,  220-222;  duties  of 
a  selectman,  223.  —  See  also  fJoston, 
Concord,  East  Hampton,  Government, 
Lancaster,  New  England,  Providence, 
Watertown,  Worcester. 
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our  institutions,  since  it  presents  more  fully  and  proves  more  conclusively  than 
does  any  otiier  work  the  theory  that  our  constitution  was  not,  as  Mr.  Gladstone 
said, '  a  most  wonderful  work  struck  off  at  a  given  lime  by  the  brain  and  purpose 
of  man,'  but  is  rather  an  embodiment  in  a  logical  form  of  institutions  which  had 
been  the  growth  of  centuries.  .  .  ,  One  of  tlie  most  interesting  chapters  of  Mr. 
Stevens'  volume  is  that  in  which  he  treats  of  the  judiciary.  It  has  been  generally 
admitted  th.it  tlur  model  of  our  state  courts  is  English,  but  so  distinj^ished  an 
authority  as  Sir  Henry  Maine  says  that  there  is  no  exact  precedent  for  our  supreme 
court  either  in  tlie  ancient  or  modem  world.  Mr.  Stevens,  however,  shows  as  we 
take  it  most  conclusively  that  in  no  particular  does  our  constitution  more  conform 
to  Knglish  models  than  in  this  very  matter  of  the  supreme  court,  and  that  in  every 
respect  it  rests  upon  colonial  and  English  precedents."  —  lioston  Daily  Advertisfr. 

"There  are  few,  even  among  educated  Americans,  who  will  not  find  this  volume 
a  means  of  protitablc  thought  and  suggestion.  Mr.  Stevens  is  a  profound  student, 
and  his  opinions  are  entitled  to  respectful  attention.  His  notes  are  selected  from 
a  wide  range  of  literature  and  are  extremely  helpful  in  the  elucidation  of  difficult 
points."  —  Jhe  Beacon. 

"  .Among  th«-  many  useful  purposes  which  Dr.  Stevens'  essay  is  likely  to  subserve 
is  that  of  providing' a  clear  and  succinct  reply  to  the  extreme  theory  set  forth  in 
Mr.  Douglas  (.'amiibell's  'The  Puritan  in  Holland,  England,  and  America.'  in 
which  the  Dutch  origins  of  our  organic  law  were  persistently  set  forth  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  other  cogent  considerations.  Dr.  Stevens  has  aimed  to  trace  Teutonic 
rather  than  English  sources,  but  his  work  covers  so  large  a  field  —  and  one  so  dif- 
ferent from  that  occupied  by  previous  investigators  —  that  he  gains  the  advantage 
of  a  point  of  view  which  is  inclusive,  and,  while  presenting  his  theories  with  force 
and  tact,  escapes  the  narrowness  of  statement  which  is  apt  to  characterize  the 
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PRSBS   NOnCBS. 

"  His  work  lises  a:  once  to  an  emineiit  olace  aaonfr  studies  of  frrRat  nations  and 
their  ii)Stimtioni>.  ]r  i^.  sc>  iaz  as  Amenca  goes,  a  uork  unique  it.  scopt .  snin:.  and 
kuowiedgt:.  Then-  if  nothmg  iikf  i:  any»-hen:  eztan:.  nntninj;  tna:  annrnachr*. 
It.  .  .  .  Withont  ezagEreratiac  it  mav  be  cailec  thr  most  c^nKitlerahtr  and  gmniy- 
mg  tribnt-  tiu:  iias  yet  oeec  bestowed  npor  Ua  b\  ar.  Enjiiishman  and  perhaps  bf- 
e»en  Engianc  heiseli  .  .  .  One  ciespairs  ir  ax.  attrn.p?  tc^  gtvt.  m  a  sinpjc  nru-v 
paixr  arucif .  ar.  adequate  acconnt  of  a  work  sci  mtused  with  knou-iea^e  anc  snark- 
m^  wni.  siigpesuot;.  .  .  .  Etcti  than^.ttu.  Amencar  wii.  rczi.,  i:  and  mil.  toi^ 
boic  m  pratetu.  rememsiance  m  astnor'«  namt." —  7*r  \tv  >/"i  Ttrnti. 

"  Wnner.  witi.  tol.  icnowtedge  try  a  distmjrnished  EnrlishmAr.  tr  >1ispe.  vni^r 
prejudices  and  ic-  ben  kmcrec  peopie  u  nnaerstand  ea^r.  nthe:  r>mer.  !>rotew>or 
brycr's  work  i:  ir  a  sens',  ar.  embau\  o:  peace,  a  messa^^  of  gooa-^i..  trnm  one 
xuuor  to  another.'  —  Tju  Time  London. 

"Xnis  work  wil  Demraiuahi*  .  .  .  to  the  Amencar:  cif.rerwhr  «-Knfs.samr^hTncr 
more  than  a  snperiicia.  know  sedpt  ot  tn*  poimca.  syst-rr  under  whicr  hf  :!ves  and 
o:  tat  drfwrencei:  iietw-er  r  anc  tros^  ot  other  cour.tr^ei.  .  .  Tr.f  fact ;«  tha:  t»o 
wmer  has  ever  anempiec  u  pr-sent  so  comprertensive-  ar.  accnar.-  of  nu-  rwitica: 
system.  founa«c  csor.  sue:,  lenfiri  of  ODservanac.  ennchec  viu.  v  erea:  a  masr  of 
detai..  ant  sc  thorouct^n  pracoca.  xr  its  coaracier.  .  .  .  Wt-  nai-r  nerr  a  storr^ 
housr  or  -jo'jsMzaL  mi'jrmaticr-  repardiUF  America  snch  a.«  n-  -.t.^er  uTiier  .•\m*ncar. 
xr  otii-r  iaai  e»er  pnvi:;ec  n*  on*,  work.  ...  It  m-fl.  remazc  &.  suuidard  ever,  lor 
ti*t  Arriensat  reaaer.'  —  .\eu   Yr-ri  Trrimme 

-  Tat  book  UIOU.C  ut  knrjwr.  :«  eren  Amencsr  whr  wishes  tr  nn.'taTstanr:  he 
CMrn  ewmt-T.  ...  I:  i-  •->  lar  tr?»  most  abie  smcere.  soidui  anc  rnTMTu  istDdr 
of  tzic  conamcA  tr.  Utt  'Jziiisi.  saaa  tuac  tan.  ever  appearu.  uncr  Ih  7  ocqu.'*vi..c-  s 
veaorabie  wwk  "  —  /.■'»•■  .''r-.  ■^. 
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